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DISCLAIMER 
This official publication of ABATE of Florida, Inc., 

Palm Beach Chapter accepts no responsibility for 
the comments, advertisers or opinions contained in 

this publication 
The submission deadline for all material for publica-

tion is after the third weekend of month or earlier 
for on time completion  

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 

This newsletter is the monthly publication of 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. Palm Beach Chapter pub-

lished monthly 12 times a year  
ABATE of  Florida Inc 
Palm Beach Chapter 

P.O. Box 530944, Lake Park, FL 33403 

DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. does not condone drinking and driving 

A copy of the Official Registration and Financial Information may be obtained from the Division 
of Consumer Services by calling toll-free within the State. Registration does not  imply endorse-

ment, approval, nor recommendation by the State.  
WWW.800 HELPFLA.COM 1-800-435-7352 

Our Email is pbabatenews@gmail.com 
Put the following in the subject: ABATE, the officer who should see it, and what it’s about so that 
message is directed to the right person. 

To reach us by mail use the address below: 

ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 530944 

Lake Park, FL 33403 

Our website is palmbeach.abateflorida.com  
www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

2025-2026 Board of Directors & Trustees  
PRESIDENT Daniel Lovett 561-252-9964 
VICE PRESIDENT Will “Whiskers” Calhoun 561-371-5948 
SECRETARY Fred Joseph 561-795-7844 
TREASURER Jeff Adkins 561-373-1742 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS Dan “Quiet Dan” Shawback 561-818-1816 
MEMBERSHIP TRUSTEE Jeff Adkins 561-373-1742 
SAFETY DIRECTOR Open  
LEGISLATIVE Jeff Adkins 561-373-1742 
STATE DELEGATE Jeff Adkins 561-373-1742 
STATE DELEGATE Frank Manfredonia 561-271-5377 
NEWSLETTER/WEBMASTER Lori DeLorenzo 703-946-0662 
PR/COMM  TRUSTEE Lori DeLorenzo 703-946-0662 
PRODUCTS TRUSTEE Scott  Michaud 561-806-9138 
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President’s Message 
Danny “Curbie” Lovett 

Hey all, another month is gone by and we’re all a little wetter Im sure. As you may 
know October 12 is our state meeting. Frank will not be able to attend so I will be 
going in his place along with Jeff as a delegate. If you weren’t at the last chapter 
meeting, you may have missed the announcement that the vote that was passed during 
our last state meeting in regards to not hiring a lobbyist this year has been deemed 

null and void. It appears that the bylaws will not allow us to do that so we will be voting on which of the 
two proposals we have received for a new lobbyist at this next meeting. The other vote which we tabled for 
the moment but we will be discussing at the state meeting is that they want to raise the dues by $10 to $30 
a year. We are looking for member input. If you have any input you’d like to make on that before the state 
meeting drop us a line and let us know. We do have some questions we will be asking such as how the 
money will be split and that sort of thing so hopefully at our next chapter meeting we will be able to talk 
about this with a little more certainty. 

     I want to say thank you to everyone who braved the rain and showed up for the Justin Bartlett animal 
rescue poker run. We had a very strong showing. The music at Renegade’s was superb. And again a heart 
felt thank you to Scott and Lori for setting up and manning the safety booth. Your help doesn’t go 
unnoticed. 

     As you may know Whiskers went out and represented us at the “Meeting of the minds” in Louisiana. 
I’m looking forward to hearing what words of wisdom he parts on us from that adventure. 

     Motorcycle Expo 2025 is blasting into The Palm Beach Convention Center Nov. 22-23! I know this 
may seem early, but we need to start looking at the idea that we need volunteers to help run our booth at 
this event. This one could be a real big deal and we really could use the help! Keep it in mind as November 
is just around the corner. 

       Enjoy your Halloween and for those of you going to Octoberfest. Be safe and dry. That’s it for now. 

 

And as always ….. 

 

Ride long and Ride safe, but most of all …. JUST RIDE!!! 

Danny 

https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 
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Vice President’s 
Message 
Will “Whiskers” Calhoun 

Time moves by fast, 

It was just a bit ago that the days were long and I had plenty of time after work for yard-
work and chores so that I’d be free to ride most of the weekend. If the weather was bad, 

there was wrenching in the shed. All of a sudden, it’s dark when I wake up and then not long after I get 
home from work. At least the temperature dropped a bit. 

I’m writing this from a hotel room at the “Meeting of the Minds” in Shreveport, Louisianna, an event 
sponsored by the Motorcycle Riders Foundation. Lots of folks here from a broad spectrum of the motor-
cycling world. Coast-to-Coast participation from Border-to-Border. Today is the first day of a few day 
event and I’ve certainly already learned that we all need funding, we all want our State and Washington, 
DC representatives to hear us but how many of our members are actually prepared to write a letter, or to 
use the formatted letters of the AMA or any other group. Nope, let the next guy do it. We need a sec-
ondary motto for our Chapter, “APATHY PROHIBITED”. The B.S. of “someone else can do it has got 
to stop”! I’ve been selling lots of raffle tickets! Is a griddle my first choice, NO. However, I have con-
tinuously bitched about an AR because those to whom I can sell a gun ticket may not be able to go and 
pick it up. So, this year it’s a griddle. NOT a $200 grill, but a griddle that’s $479 at Costco. I asked for a 
change, I got it, time to back my words. Who else is up for a challenge? Sit on your ass and complain 
that membership is down? I challenge each member to bring in JUST ONE new member. It’s currently 
only $20 to join and get $4K AD&D insurance, might go up… tell ‘em to join before the price increase. 

The November Convention Center Bike Show is a BIG DEAL for our fair city. If it goes off well it will 
mean lots to our Chapter and the motorcyclists of our community. It could far exceed that of the Vin-
tage Show down in Dania Beach and make our city a future mecca for bike builders and promotors 
alike. 

My last comment…. One common aspect brought out at the initial BOD meeting of MRF was the fact 
that all organizations suffer from “too many ideas”, at first this sounded entirely wrong until those who 
have been through it much longer than I, pointed out that the proper progression is “IDEAS – PRO-
POSALS – ACTION”. I instantly became a follower of the thought to action process and hope to carry 
it forward in my business life as well. Let’s all get OFF our collective asses and get some things DONE! 

We need to RIDE, but we need to take care of business also. WE may be the last generation that cares. 
Without leadership, the youth will never realize what they lost or why. 

Whiskers 
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ABATE of FL Inc Palm Beach Chapter 
General Meeting—Eagles Aerie WPB September 21, 2025 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 11:00AM 

PRESIDENT:  Dan opened the meeting with the pledge and a moment of 
silence. We will have some things to cover under new business.  

VICE PRESIDENT:  Will is leaving Wednesday for The Motorcycle 
Meeting of the Minds.  Just a reminder to purchase the state raffle tickets  

 SECRETARTY:  A motion and a second to accept the minutes as printed 
in the newsletter.  

TREASURER:  The account is balanced. We still have money.  

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS:  Stay hydrated and wear a helmet.  

MEMBERSHIP:  170 members one new this month 

SAFETY:  No report. 

LEGISTLATIVE:  No report. 

DELEGATE:  No report. 

PR/COMMUNICATIONS:  Nothing to report. 

WEBSITE:  Nothing to report. 

PRODUCTS:  We have chapter patches. I will have state patches next 
month.  

OLD BUSINESS:  The State party planning is ongoing.  

NEW BUSINESS:  We were asked by the State Board to pick a lobbyist. 
The Chapter voted to let the Delegates vote at the State meeting after 
discussion. We voted to increase dues to $30.00 per year.  

GOOD OF THE ORDER:  We will be setting up a safety booth at the 
Justin Bartlett Fund raiser.   

There will be a poker run Beginning a t Connelly's and ending at Renegades 
On Sunday Sept 28.  

We are in the process of getting a booth set up at the Palm Beach 
Motorcycle Expo November 22-23 10:00-5:00  

TIME OF ADJOURNMENT:  11:45am, 21 in attendance 

ABATE of 
FL Inc. 

Palm Beach 
Chapter 

Chapter  meetings 3rd 
Sunday 11 am  

Eagles Aerie 

West Palm Beach FL 
West of I-95 

East of Military Trail 

 Open to ALL so come 
learn about us. 

Meetings usually  
about a hour 

2025 
3rd Sunday Jan 19 
3rd Sunday Feb 16 
3rd Sunday Mar 16 
3rd Sunday Apr 20 
3rd Sunday May 18 
3rd Sunday Jun 15 
3rd Sunday Jul 20 

3rd Sunday Aug 17 
3rd Sunday Sep 21 
3rd Sunday Oct 19 
3rd Sunday Nov 16 
3rd Sunday Dec 14 

2026 
3rd Sunday Jan 18 
3rd Sunday Feb 15 
3rd Sunday Mar 15 
3rd Sunday Apr 19 
3rd Sunday May 17 
3rd Sunday Jun 14 
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ABATE of FL  
Palm Beach Chapter 

Past Members 

GBNF 
Dan “Slo-Mo” Henderson 

Steve “Boo” Miller 
Ed “Gunner” Bassett 
Frank “Pipes” Cook 
Robert “Torch” Lyle 

Niurka Crespo 
Phil Moore 

Michael Steffy 
Bill Klawsnik 
Gregg Lehman 
Karen Watkins 

“Bones” Maurice Clark 
Danny Palm 

Bob “Burger” Ehrenberg 
John “LB” Valiquette 

Mike Scruffy 
Tom “Ramblin’ Man”  Botticelli 

David “Shadow” Moore 
Budd “Strongbow” Aubey 

Donald Duke “Darkside” Ferel 
RT Robert Watkins 

 

RIDE IN PEACE 

STATE 
MEETINGS 

 

Board Meetings start at 10am 
General Meetings start at 12pm 

2nd Sat of the Month 
 

HOST CHAPTER  
& LOCATION 

 
2025 State Meetings 
Feb 8, 2025 Lagoon  
(Treasure Coast) 
Apr 13, 2025 Tallahassee 
Jun 14, 2025  Bone Yard 
July 2025 Seminars 
Aug 9, 2025 Lake County 
Oct. 11, 2025 Gator Alley 
Dec. 13, 2025 Forest 

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES 
 

You are encouraged to submit letters about ABATE 
related to events, articles, photographs,  

commentaries, etc. Please do not submit slanderous 
nor accusing letters, profanity nor nudity.  

Abate of Florida, Inc., will not accept any 
advertising that discriminates against any type of 
motorcyclist 

Send your input to pbabatenews@gmail.com by the 
25th of the month 
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2025 MEETING OF 
THE MINDS 

Will “Whiskers” Callhoun,  VP  
ABATE of FL West Palm Beach Chapter 
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MOTM - Record turn out of over 400 attendees 

“As motorcyclists’ rights advocates’ we simply want to ride where we 
want, when we want, on what we want, wearing what we want, with 

whom we want.” MRF President, Kirk “Hardtail” Willard 
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THE 33RD ANNUAL 
BIKETOBERFEST® RETURNS 

TO DAYTONA BEACH 
ENJOY THE RIDE, SHARE THE ROAD! VISIT THE FMSP 
SAFETY BOOTH OCT. 16–18, 2025 

Feel the rumble, catch the rhythm, 
and experience the energy as the 
33rd Annual Biketoberfest® rolls 
into Daytona Beach from October 
16–19, 2025. Stop by the Florida 
Motorcycle Safety Pro-
gram (FMSP) safety booth at the 
Daytona International Speedway 
and get motorcycle safety re-
sources and connect with fellow 
riders. 

Biketoberfest® is more than just a 
rally; it’s a four-day celebration of the motorcycle lifestyle. With events spread across Volusia 
County, attendees can enjoy live music, motorcycle racing at Daytona International Speedway, and 
miles of scenic rides along famous routes like A1A, historic Main Street, and the Ormond Scenic 
Loop. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 
BIKETOBERFEST® 2025: 

Visit the Official Welcome Center tent at Day-
tona International Speedway for event infor-
mation, free collectible pins, posters, and poker 
chips. 

Scenic Rides: Explore picturesque routes, includ-
ing the Old Town Ride to St. Augustine and the 
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famous Ormond Scenic Loop, offering lush canopies and ocean views. 

Vendor Exhibits: Browse hundreds of vendors showcasing the latest safety motorcycle gear, ac-
cessories, and custom builds. 

Motorcycle Racing: Witness thrilling races at the iconic Daytona International Speedway. 

Live Entertainment: Enjoy live outdoor music performances. 

TOP RIDES TO EXPLORE: 
The Loop: A 23-mile ride through 
live oaks and scenic waterways, per-
fect for nature lovers. 

The Old City Ride: Sponsored by the 
Florida Motorcycle Safety Program, 
takes you to historic St. Augustine and 
back. The 110-mile ride takes about 
2.5 hours. 

U.S. Hwy 1 Scenic Route: A 42.8-
mile journey connecting iconic spots 
like Iron Horse Saloon and the A1A 
Scenic Highway. 

Street Festival Ride: A four-mile 
cruise from Main Street to Midtown, 
highlighting Daytona’s vibrant culture. 

RIDE SAFE 
While enjoying the festivities, remember 
to prioritize safety. Adhere to traffic laws, 
wear protective gear, and stay hydrated. 
Let’s make Biketoberfest® 2025 a fun 
and safe experience for all. 

 

For more information, event schedules, and lodg-
ing  
options, visit the official Biketoberfest® web-
site: daytonabeach.com/biketoberfest 

 

More about FMSP at  https://fl-msp.com/ 
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OUR NEWSLETTERS  are best viewed at palmbeach.abateflorida.com as most timely (by the first of 
month), in full color, and with active Internet links to stories, etc., of  interest.  And for us with older 
eyes, can be zoomed in without magnifying glasses. We do need our advertisers, donations and more 
members to be able print and distribute more copies to the county for motorcyclists to be aware of the 
issues facing us.  So please join in and let us know of good places to put them in. Issues can be mailed to 
members if no Internet access.  Non-members can buy a subscription for $20 a year but the other two 
methods are faster as it takes more time  and cost to get mailings done.   

Thank you for all the support of ABATE of Florida, Inc. and the Palm Beach Chapter.  

Advertisers 
Online 

Tell them you saw an 
ad in Palm Beach 

ABATE Newsletter! 
We need help in getting more 

advertisers to support the 
production of our newsletter. 
Our rates are great so spread 

the word so we can continue to 
expand distribution to the 
general public and riders. 

Printed copies can be picked up 
at meeting and events table.  

Free Monthly business card ads 
for members. Send in scan of 
your card or better, bring to 

Chapter meeting. 

We are in need of more 
advertisers to be able to print 
more copies. Please pay for 

your event to be included and 
support us. 
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ABATE of Florida, Inc. Mission Statement 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a non-profit organization of motorcycle enthusiasts from all walks of life. We lobby and educate 
the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and positive image. We endeav-
or to enlist the cooperation and participation of all organizations and individuals that share a similar inter-
est in preserving our American tradition of FREEDOM. We promote motorcycle safety, training, & polit-
ical awareness. We ARE NOT A CLUB NOR A GANG. We fund our work through events, toy runs, 
poker runs, campouts, and other motorcycle activities. We are your neighbors & friends who work, pay 
taxes, and get involved with our community. We serve and support our country and believe in freedom. 
We use all legal means to protect our rights without infringing on the rights of others. We are Pro-choice 
NOT anti– helmet, it is up to you to decide. 

OUR GOALS 
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning the motorcyclist.  
To promote the safe riding habits without infringing on individual freedoms. 
To motivate the bikers to write letters to legislators before, during, and after the legislative session.  
To furnish a newsletter to keep all bikers informed in regards to upcoming legislation. 

MEMBERSHIP 
When you become a member of ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. you are helping make a difference in the 
ongoing mission to protect your right to ride and enjoy the motorcycle of your choice, your choice of rid-
ing apparel, and when and where you can ride a motorcycle. These are issues that are real and present in 
today’s “protect yourself from yourself” political environment. This holds true for all levels of govern-
ment. There will always be those who see our love for motorcycling as a negative and will try any means 
to control and if possible prohibit motorcycle use. 
On the local level our members get out to vote and support candidates who are sympathetic to our issues. 
We also will endeavor to lobby local governments whenever there are issues that need to be addressed, 
affecting local motorcycle use, ownership, and any discrimination that may result from said use of owner-
ship. 
At the state level we have a paid registered lobbyist who regularly visits our state capital in Tallahassee to 
lobby our legislators on the issues concerning the motorcycling public in Florida. He also finds reliable 
House and Senate sponsors for the bills we support. On the national level we are aligned with Motorcycle 
Riders Foundations (MRF), and the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), along with several oth-
er international motorcycle rights organizations (MRO’s). 
As one can see we have our ear to the ground and our resolve tempered like steel. As Americans we have 
had it demonstrated to us time and again the vigilance is armor of free men and women. We shall not let 
the armor rust or weaken. With your support we can reenforce and strengthen the armor for now and gen-
erations to come. 
What else do you get with your membership? All members receive with their paid membership, the 
Membership Card, Event Discounts and Updates, Voting Privileges, Free Newsletter Classified Adver-
tisements, a Chapter Newsletter, and a free $4,000 Accidental Death or Dismemberment Insurance Policy 
from the American Income Life Insurance Company.  
Memberships are open to anyone 18 years of age or older, no matter what type of motorcycle you ride, if 
any at all! We welcome all riders—in clubs, associations, independents, and sport riders to join us. 



14  ISSUE 233 2025–10 THE CHROME CHRONICLES OCT 2025  

SUPPORT MEMBER BUSINESSES 

6540 BISHOFF RD 
WEST PALM BEACH CLUBHOUSE 

“WE DO OUR OWN THING” 
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SUPPORT MEMBER BUSINESSES 
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October 2025 

For More information and events see Upcoming Events Schedule 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

 
 

Fly-In Wheels 
Open House  

5 6 7 

 
Gorilla Motors 

Bike Nite 
 

8 9 

 

 

10 

 
 

Outlaws Open 
House 

11 
 

ABATE of FL State 
Meeting 

 
 

Fly-In Wheels 
Open House  

12 13 14 

 
Gorilla Motors 

Bike Nite 
 

15 16 

 

 

17 

 
 

Black Pistons Open 
House 

18 

 
 

Fly-In Wheels 
House Party 

19 

PB ABATE  
11 AM Chapter 
Meeting Eagles 

Aerie  

20 21 

 
Gorilla Motors 

Bike Nite 
22 23 

 

 

24 

 
 

Outlaws Open 
House 

25 

 
 

Fly-In Wheels  
Open House 

26 27 28 

 
Gorilla Motors 

Bike Nite 
29 30 

 

 

31 

Happy Halloween! 
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For More information and events see Upcoming Events Schedule 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

 
 

Fly-In Wheels 
Open House  

2 3 4 

 
Gorilla Motors 

Bike Nite 
 

5 6 7 8 

 
 

Fly-In Wheels 
Open House  

9 10 11 

Gorilla Motors 
Bike Nite 

 

12 13 14 

 
 

Outlaws Open 
House 

15 

 
 

Fly-In Wheels 
House  Party 

16 

PB ABATE  
11 AM Chapter 
Meeting Eagles 

Aerie  

17 18 

 
Gorilla Motors 

Bike Nite 
 

19 20 21 

 
St. Pete Bikefest®  

 
Black Pistons Open 

House 

22 

 
Palm Beach  

Motorcycle Expo 
 

St. Pete Bikefest®  
 

Fly-In Wheels 
Open House  

23 

 
Palm Beach  

Motorcycle Expo 
 

St. Pete Bikefest®  

24 25 

 
Gorilla Motors 

Bike Nite 
 

26 27 

Happy  
Thanksgiving 

 

28 

 
 

Outlaws Open 
House 

29 

30       

November 2025 
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UPCOMING Event Schedule All events subject to change 

3rd Sunday October 14th  Palm Beach Chapter Meeting ABATE of FL, INC. 
11am Eagles Aerie 2800 N. Military Suite #105 West Palm Beach, FL 
(Westchester Plaza south of Community) 

Saturday October 11th, ABATE State Meeting, Gator Alley 

October 16-19, 33rd Annual Biketoberfest®, 1801 West International Speedway Blvd, Daytona 
Beach (the FMSP will have an outreach tent at Daytona International Speedway) 

Saturday, November 15, ABATE of Florida, Inc, Peace River Chapter, Christmas Toy Poker Run, 
10:00AM-3:00PM Charlie's Pub, 3496 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte, FL 33952 

Saturday November 22, The Fly-In Wheels West Palm Beach,  Annual Party, 2PM-???, 6540 
Bishoff Rd, West Palm Beach Clubhouse 

November 20-23, St. Pete Bikefest® , Bert's Barracuda Harley-Davidson® (Clearwater, FL 
Location)10525 49th St N, Clearwater, FL 33762 

November 22-23, Palm Beach Motorcycle Expo, 10AM-5PM,  Palm Beach County Convention 
Center, 650 Okeechobee Blvd, West Palm Beach, FL  
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WEEKLY EVENTS 
3rd Sunday ABATE Palm Beach meeting Eagles Riders 2800 N. Military #105 
West Palm Beach FL  (Westchester Plaza) 

2nd Fri Outlaws Open House 

3rd Fri Black Pistons Open House 

4th Fri Outlaws Open House 

3rd Sat Fly-In Wheels Party 

1st, 2nd, 4th Sat Fly-In Wheels Open House 

Every Tuesday—Lantern Local Tavern, 618 Lantana Rd, Lantana, FL 33462 Go-
rilla Motors Bike Nite 



20  ISSUE 233 2025–10 THE CHROME CHRONICLES OCT 2025  

AUGUST RECESS ENDS 
BUSY LEGISLATIVE AGENDA AHEAD 

September 9, 2025 

As summer draws to a close, Congress has returned to Washington, 
D.C., following its traditional August recess. Lawmakers now face a 
packed schedule with several critical items still on the agenda before 

the end of the year. 

One top priority will be enacting funding levels for the Department of Transportation 
(DOT) for Fiscal Year 2026. These appropriations decisions directly impact the re-
sources available for programs that affect motorcyclists nationwide, from infrastruc-
ture safety initiatives to highway planning and enforcement activities. 

In addition to funding matters, the Senate is expected to take up confirmation votes 
for key agency officials. This includes a vote on Jonathan Morrison, the current nomi-
nee to serve as Administrator of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA), a position with significant influence over motorcycle safety regulations, 
vehicle standards, and traffic safety programs. 

The weeks ahead will be critical for ensuring the voices of America’s riders are 
heard. The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) urges all members to stay engaged, 
follow legislative developments closely, and be ready to act. Whether it’s reaching 
out to your elected officials, responding to MRF calls to action, or sharing infor-
mation with fellow riders, your involvement is essential. 

Congress may have been away in August, but the work ahead promises to be intense. 
Let’s make sure motorcycle riders are part of the conversation as decisions are made 
that will shape our roads and our rights. 

Stay tuned to the MRF for updates and action alerts as this busy legislative season un-
folds. 
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NHTSA ADVANCES RULES 
FOR AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES 

September 12, 2025 

Last week, U.S. Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy announced that the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is launching three new rulemakings to modernize the Federal 
Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS) for vehicles equipped with automated driving systems 
(ADS). 

According to Secretary Duffy, these changes are designed to “eliminate redundant requirements 
and bring us closer to a single national standard that spurs innovation and prioritizes safety.” 
NHTSA officials echoed this sentiment, stating that the current standards were written for human
-driven vehicles and “need to be updated for autonomous vehicles.” 

The three specific standards under review include: 

Transmission shift position sequence, starter interlock, and transmission braking effect 

Windshield defrosting, defogging, wiping, and washing systems 

Lamps, reflective devices, and associated equipment 

While the MRF supports modernization where appropriate, we remain concerned about the rapid 
push to greenlight fully driverless vehicles, particularly when motorcycles and other road users 
are often excluded from the conversation. NHTSA’s Automated Vehicle Framework prioritizes 
“unleashing innovation” and “enabling commercial deployment,” but riders know all too well 
that safety must come first, not as an afterthought. 

The push for automated driving systems comes as the auto industry itself is wrestling with chal-
lenges in both electric and autonomous vehicle markets. Tesla is now pivoting away from its 
original EV mission and placing its bets on AI-driven ventures like 
robotaxis. 

Tesla and other companies have yet to prove that autonomous vehi-
cles can operate safely and consistently in the real world, especially 
when it comes to detecting and responding to motorcycles. 

The MRF has long warned that autonomous vehicle developers must 
demonstrate that their systems can safely interact with motorcyclists 
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before deployment. A vehicle that fails to “see” a rider is not a safety 
innovation, it’s a deadly hazard. 

As the rulemaking process moves forward, the MRF will remain en-
gaged to ensure that riders are heard in Washington. The future of trans-
portation should not come at the expense of motorcyclist safety. 

We urge our members to stay alert, stay informed, and be ready to speak 
out. Innovation is welcome, but only when it comes with accountability. 

 

RETURN OF THE MAC 
September 19, 2025 

This week, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) announced the reformation of the Motor-
cyclist Advisory Council (MAC). This comes a little over a month after board members received 
letters terminating their place on the MAC. While the designated membership categories for the 
Council remain the same as prescribed in federal law, the DOT has required that all 13 seats be 
refilled with new nominations. 

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) is proud to announce that it will once again support 
MRF Vice President Jay Jackson for the seat reserved for a national motorcyclist foundation. Jay 
has been a tireless advocate for riders nationwide, as proven by his selection to serve on the MAC 
last year.  

The MRF is disappointed that the DOT chose to reshuffle the Council and remove already seated 
members. Stability and continuity are vital to ensuring the MAC can effectively advise the DOT 
on issues impacting riders. While this decision is frustrating, the MRF is determined to fight for 
Jay’s reappointment and ensure the motorcyclist community continues to be represented by strong, 
experienced leadership. 

The nomination process is moving more quickly than in past years, with an accelerated deadline 
of October 20th. The MRF will be working closely with our state partners and allies to secure the 
necessary letters of support to reinforce Jay’s candidacy. 

The restoration of the MAC is a critical moment for all riders. With issues like infrastructure, road-
way design, and autonomous vehicle technology on the horizon, it is essential that the motorcyclist 
community has a seat at the table. The MRF remains committed to ensuring your voice is heard in 
Washington, D.C., and we will fight to see Jay Jackson has a spot on this important council. 
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SENATE CONFIRMS 
NHTSA ADMINISTRATOR 

September 25, 2025 

Last week, the U.S. Senate confirmed Jonathan Morrison to serve as Administrator of the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). Morrison is the first Senate-confirmed leader of 
the agency since 2022. 

This confirmation comes at a pivotal moment for transportation safety. NHTSA is responsible for 
overseeing dozens of open investigations into potential defects in cars and trucks, including sever-
al high-profile cases involving Tesla. However, more importantly for the Motorcycle Riders Foun-
dation (MRF), Morrison will lead the federal government’s efforts to craft regulations for autono-
mous vehicles (AVs). 

At his July confirmation hearing, Morrison told lawmakers that NHTSA “cannot sit back and wait 
for problems to arrive with such developing technologies.” He emphasized the need for federal 
rules to accelerate the deployment of self-driving cars. While the MRF agrees that strong leader-
ship is needed in this area, we remain vigilant to ensure that “rapid deployment” does not come at 
the expense of motorcyclist safety. 

For years, the MRF has warned that automated driving systems too often fail to properly detect 
and respond to motorcycles. This is not a hypothetical risk, it’s a real-world danger when testing 
and regulations are written without motorcyclists in mind. As the nation’s top auto safety regula-
tor, Morrison will have a direct hand in determining whether motorcycles are prioritized in testing 
protocols, data collection, and performance standards for AVs. 

The MRF will closely monitor NHTSA’s next steps and continue to make the case in Washington 
that the safety of motorcyclists must never be overlooked in the rush to roll out self-driving tech-
nology. Policymakers, industry leaders, and regulators need to hear from riders across the country. 

Your continued support ensures that the MRF can keep fighting for your 
right to ride free and safe, no matter what new technologies emerge on 
America’s roads. 
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ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT William “Griz” Deaver 352-625-6353 
VICE PRESIDENT Steve Kliemisch 772-539-2814 
SECRETARY Lynn Corr 239-450-9939 
TREASURER Brandi Westerfield 850-485-3853 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS Tate Hehl 850-463-8047 
PUBLIC RELATIONS Open  
MEMBERSHIP  Tara K. Ricci 239-398-0133 
PRODUCTS Shayne Hanley 239-560-2565 
LEGISLATIVE Martha Harris 850-393-7527 
SAFETY EDUCATION Martha Harris 850-393-7527 
SAFETY ADMIN Lana Lang 406-312-9292 
MASTERLINK Tara K. Ricci 239-398-0133 
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Your membership allows us to be active in shaping legislation that effects our safety and rights as 
motorcycle riders. Your membership includes ADD insurance that will expire if your membership 
expires.  Please check the list below to ensure your membership stays current and your insurance 
coverage stays active. 

Membership expires on the last day of the month 

You can now pay for your member- ship 
with your credit card.  Just use your phone 
to scan it and it takes you to fill out form  
with your card information and you will 
get a receipt sent to you.  

In membership page on our site is a form 
you can fill in the form online, save it to 
your computer and email it to us. Print it if 
paying cash in person 

RENEWAL REMINDERS 

Help us remind other 
members to renew their ,memberships to keep 
their ADD insurance active. Tell them of the 
change in chapter meetings. Everyone’s help 
is needed for membership. 
If you have any questions about your 
membership, contact Jeff 
pbabatenews@gmail.com.  He can check the 
State records of your member membership 
status . 

Expired Memberships 
Christy Cole  09/30/2025 
Kyle Derrick 09/30/2025 
Pat Deshonl 09/30/2025 
Edward Fraizer 09/30/2025 
Jonathan Gordenier 09/30/2025 
Dave Parrillo 09/30/2025 
Rosie  Parrillo 09/30/2025 
Robert Rivera 09/30/2025 
Deano Williams 09/30/2025 

Make your $20,00 payment 
via Zelle there is no charge 
for processing 

Expiring Memberships 
Deborah Knelson 10/31/2025 
Ed and MistyLattari 10/31/2025 
Craig Schneier 10/31/2025 
Charles Seidenari 10/31/2025 

Welcome New Members!! 
Dennis Willover 09/30/2026 
William Holland 09/30/2026 
William Cevaal 09/30/2026 
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WHY JOIN ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.? 
ABATE is a non-profit Motorcycle Rights Organization whose cause is to EDUCATE the government, 
motorcyclists and the general public on freedom, rights, road safety, and awareness of motorcycles on the road. 

REQUIREMENTS—must be at least 18 years of age. In does not matter what you ride or even if you ride. You can 
be an independent or member of a club or association. All are welcome at meetings.  

JOIN FOR THE CAUSE. Everything is voluntary, we understand work and family comes first. We hope you 
can help in any small way, vote and spread the word. 

BENEFITS Your money is used to provide a lobbyist to the state and federal government to watch for our rights 
and freedom. The State MasterLink newsletter every 2 months, read it online. The chapter newsletter is available by 
the start of each moth online at palmbeach.abateflorida.com. There it is in color, with active Internet links and 
zoomable. Members get free classified ads in our newsletters.  

INSURANCE As an active member you have a $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment policy from 
American Income Life. We used get a card in the mail from state office to register your beneficiary for ADD 
insurance, now fill out on membership form. Be sure your family knows about the policy. We have the form online 
and now included in membership form. We will get it to the ABATE of FL Inc. State office. It does not have to be a 
motorcycle accident. 

Be sure to renew in time so are always covered! 

PRIVACY Your email, address and phone are never given out to anyone except State/Chapter executive board. 

EMAILINGS you can be added to a mass mailing which you can op to be removed at end of email. Local events are 
included and sometimes urgent matters may be included. No one will see your email 

Postings are on our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

PHONE TEXT another way to communicate with members. Your phone number may be added to our text alert 
system To change or add the chapter email is pbabatenews@gmail.com  
Our website is palmbeach.abateflorida.com 

MAIL ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter, P.O. Box 530944, Lake Park, FL 33403 

Another benefit of chapter membership in ABATE of FL Palm Beach is having a free business card in newsletter and 
free newsletter classified for items to sell or acquire. Support your brothers and sisters when possible, Besides a 
$4.000 ADD insurance policy, we are looking into other benefits for members. We are always in need of more paid 
advertisers so find any business to benefit from our low rates and support our newsletter and chapter. 

A.D.D. INSURANCE POLICY UPDATE 
We all realize the $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment insurance policy if one of the best benefits of being 
an ABATE member. That is one reason to keep your membership up to date. Renew early so there is no lapse in 
coverage. The insurance company no longer sends out the form. You MUST name someone on your membership 
form to get the money in case of death to prevent taxes and being in probate court. Contact ABATE of FL. main 
office and 

NEW STATE OFFICE: ABATE OF Florida, Inc. PO Box 614, Cantonment Fl, 32533-0614 
Phone: (386) 943-9610 Fax: 850-361-1118 Email: flabatestateoffice@gmail.com 

Get your card at chapter meeting or our table at events. 

Keep your membership up to date for the insurance, check with us if any question as many have expired 
during the last few years. President or membership can check your status. 
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Pick Up Newsletters the first of the month at:  
�  Palm Beach Harley Davidson 
�  Broward Motor Sports 
�  SF Choppers 
�  Eagles 4219 
�  Gorilla Motors 
Find them on our Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter  

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 
�  To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events around the 

state and throughout the country.  
�  To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all motorcyclists 

rights.  
�  To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
�  To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
�  To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
�  To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting  
3rd Sunday October 19, 2025 11:00 am 

Eagle Riders Aerie 4219 
2800 N. Military #105 West Palm Beach FL 

(Westchester Square south of Community not Okeechobee) 
Chapter meetings 3rd Sunday Open to ALL so come learn about us.  

�  LOF Motorcycles 
�  Ink Link 
�  Choppers Shop 
�  Steel Knuckle Customs 


