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 NEXT CHAPTER 

MEETING 

NOON 
3rd Sunday  

June 20 

LET THOSE 
WHO RIDE  

DECIDE! 

 

Our MAY event was a success!  
Thanks to the Anchor Inn, all 

those who attended, and 
themembers who worked the 

event.  Slo Mo personally thanks 
Harold “Whistler” for doing the  

table so he could take the photos 
here in this newsletter and on our 

Facebook page 
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2020-2021 Board of Directors & Trustees 
PRESIDENT                     Ken “Snooze” Gerecke             561-389-6546  

VICE PRESIDENT            Tony “Wrench”  Mariani            561-319-8095  

SECRETARY                   Dan “Slo Mo” Henderson          561-702-9929 

TREASURER                      Suzanne “SushiQ” Seguin        786-574-1344 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS                “Quiet Dan” Shawback              561-818-1816 

ASST. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS     “Petee” Carroll                         561-284-1719           
MEMBERSHIP  TRUSTEE   Suzanne “SushiQ” Seguin        786-574-1344 

SAFETY DIRECTOR    Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson    561-702-9929 

LEGISLATIVE    Dan “Slo Mo” Henderson          561-702-9929 

NEWSLETTER/WEBMASTER Dan “Slo Mo” Henderson          561-702-9929 

STATE DELEGATE    Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson    561-702-9929 

STATE DELEGATE    Ken “Snooze” Gerecke             561-389-6546  

PR/COMM  TRUSTEE     Dan “Slo Mo” Henderson          561-702-9929 

PRODUCTS TRUSTEE    Suzanne “SushiQ” Seguin        786-574-1344 

Our Email is palmbeach.abateflorida@gmail.com   
Put in the subject: ABATE and the officer to whom should see it and 

what about to so that message is directed right 
Mailing Address  

ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 530944 

Lake Park, FL 33403  

Our website is palmbeach.abateflorida.com  

DISCLAIMER 

This official publication of ABATE of Florida, Inc., 
Palm Beach Chapter accepts no  

responsibility for the comments, advertisers or 
opinions contained in this publication 

The submission deadline for all material for  
publication is after the third weekend of month or 

earlier for on time completion  

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 

This newsletter is the monthly publication of 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. Palm Beach Chapter  

published monthly 12 times a year  
ABATE of  Florida Inc 

Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 530944 

Lake Park, FL 33403  
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https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

EDITORIAL 
GUIDELINES 

You are encouraged to  

submit letters about 

ABATE related to events, 

articles, photographs,  

commentaries, etc. Please 

do not submit slanderous 

nor accusing letters,  

profanity nor nudity.  

Abate of Florida, Inc., 

will not accept any  

advertising that  

discriminates against any 

type of motorcyclist 

President’s Message 
Ken Gerecke  

 Well its June already ! This means election time is here again and 
we will be electing new officers and trustee's to our chapter. Last 
month we had the last round of nominations. It was a difficult   
process but somehow we managed to get some new board and  
trustee members on board so our chapter can go on for another 
year. You see without chapter members stepping up for these    
positions we do not have a chapter. 

      Our next state meeting will be in St. Augustine and hosted by 
the Vintage Chapter on June 12th Board meeting at noon, 
 delegates meeting at 2pm 

Abate of Florida is once again selling gun raffle tickets for a 5.00 
donation. You could win a new Henry big boy .44 magnum or 2nd 
prize is a Henry golden boy .22s/L/LR you need not be present to 
win. So come to our next meeting or get them at one of our safety 
booths. Drawing to be held at our state meeting in December. 

       I will be stepping down this election cycle as president of the 
chapter i will no longer be your president. The good news is I think 
we have found the right man for the job. So come to our next  
meeting and find out who it is! This will be my final presidents 
message so that being said i wish our new board the best of luck !! 

       Ride Safe Ride Smart !! 

                 SNOOZE  
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UPCOMING Event Schedule  All events subject to change 

Tuesday and Saturday Lone Legion Happy hour 

Saturday nights Fly n Wheels Open House 

Wednesday Bike Night  Gorilla Motors  at Johnny Qs 

Friday June 4 Viking Customs Car & Bike Show 3305 SE 14th Ave Ft. Lauderdale 

Sunday June 6 Ride for Life Peterson HD South to Key Largo 

Thursday June 10 Tequesta Bike night at Handlebars (old Judy’s) 

Friday June 11 AOA & Black Piston’s WPB combined Open House  
 

Saturday June 12 ABATE of FL Inc. state meeting St. Augustine hosted by Vintage  
 

June 12 to 19 Laconia Bike week New Hamshire 

 

Thursday June 17 night bike at Palm Beach Harley 45th street 
 

3rd Sunday June 20 Palm Beach Chapter Meeting ABATE of FL. Inc.  NOON  
Our meeting will be in the dining room of Lakeside Anchor Inn 2412 Floral Rd, Lantana  
West of I95  Hypoluxo exit, north on Eastview Dr to right on Floral Road. Come see the 
new board 

 

Monday June 21 National Ride to Work Day 

 

Will Thursday June 24 be the return of Turboz bike Night at Ralph’s in Jupiter? 

 

Friday June 25 Lone Legion Brotherhood Open House 

 

 

3rd Sunday July 18 Palm Beach Chapter Meeting ABATE of FL. Inc.  NOON  
Our meeting will be in the dining room of Lakeside Anchor Inn 2412 Floral Rd, Lantana 
West of I95 Hypoluxo exit, north on Eastview Dr to right on Floral Road 
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THE SCIENCE IS CLEAR 

 
This week I was fined $500 by Speaker Nancy Pelosi for not wearing a mask on 

the Floor of the House of Representatives.  I was following guidance issued by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) that vaccinated individuals do not 
need to wear a mask.  
 
Here are the facts:  
I am fully vaccinated and am abiding by the guidance issued by the CDC. 
 According to the CDC, “fully vaccinated people can resume activities without 
wearing a mask or physically distancing.” 
 The Capitol Attending Physician issued guidance stating that fully vaccinated 
individuals “can resume activities without wearing a mask or staying 6 feet apart” in the 
Capitol Complex. 
 I was fined $500 for the first “violation.” According to Speaker Pelosi, another 
violation will result in a $2,500 fine. 
 For more than a year, Speaker Pelosi has told us to listen to scientists, and that 
is exactly what I am doing.  But for Speaker Pelosi, this has never been about science, 
it's always been about power and control over the American people. 
 
Needless to say, I will continue to follow the guidance issued by the CDC. I break it all 
down in this week's Week in Review video: 
 
It is an honor to represent you in Congress. 
 
Sincerely, 
Brian Mast 
United States Congressman 
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ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement     
WHO WE ARE  

 We are a non-profit organization of motorcycle enthusiasts from all walks of life. We lobby and 
educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and positive image. 
We endeavor to enlist the cooperation and participation of all organizations and individuals that share a 
similar interest in preserving our  American tradition of FREEDOM. We promote motorcycle safety, 
training, & political awareness. We ARE NOT A CLUB NOR A GANG. We fund our work through 
events, toy runs, poker runs, campouts, and other motorcycle  activities. We are your neighbors & 
friends who work, pay taxes, and get involved with our community. We serve and support our country 
and believe in freedom. We use all legal means to protect our rights without infringing on the rights of 
others. We are Pro-choice NOT anti– helmet, it is up to you to decide. 

OUR GOALS 
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning the motorcyclist. 
To promote the safe riding habits without infringing on individual freedoms. 
To motivate the bikers to write letters to legislators before, during, and after the legislative session. 
To furnish  a newsletter to keep all bikers informed in regards to upcoming legislation. 

     MEMBERSHIP  
When you become a member of ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. you are helping make a difference in the 
ongoing mission to protect your right to ride and enjoy the motorcycle of your choice, your choice of 
riding apparel, and when and where you can ride a motorcycle. These are issues that are real and present 
in today’s “protect yourself from yourself” political environment. This holds true for all levels of  
government.  There will always be those who see our love for motorcycling as a negative and will try 
any means to control and if possible prohibit motorcycle use. 
 On the local level our members get out the vote and support candidates who are sympathetic to 
our issues. We also will endeavor to lobby local governments whenever there are issues that need to be 
addressed, affecting local  motorcycle use, ownership, and any discrimination that may result from said 
use of ownership. 
 At the state level we have a paid registered lobbyist who regularly visits our state capital in  
Tallahassee to lobby our legislators on the issues concerning the motorcycling public in Florida. He also 
finds reliable House and Senate sponsors for the bills we support.  On the national level we are aligned 
with Motorcycle Riders Foundations (MRF), and the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), 
along with several other international motorcycle rights organizations (MRO’s). 
 As one can see we have our ear to the ground and our resolve tempered like steel.  As Ameri-
cans we have had it demonstrated to us time and again the vigilance is armor of free men and women.  
We shall not let the armor rust or weaken.  With your support we can re-enforce and strengthen the  
armor for now and generations to come. 
What else do you get with your membership? All members receive with their paid membership, the 
Membership Card, Event Discounts and Updates, Voting Privileges, Free Newsletter Classified  
Advertisements, a Chapter Newsletter, and a free $4,000 Accidental Death or Dismemberment  
Insurance Policy from the American Income Life Insurance Company. 
 Memberships are open to anyone 18 years of age or older, no matter what type of motorcycle 
you ride, if any at all!  We welcome all riders—in clubs, associations, independents, and sport riders to 
join us. 
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OUR NEWSLETTERS  are best viewed at palmbeach.abateflorida.com as most timely  (by the first of 
month), in full color, and with active Internet links to stories, etc., of  interest.  And for us with older 
eyes, can be zoomed in without magnifying glasses. We do need our advertisers, donations and more 
members to be able print and distribute more copies to the county for motorcyclists to be aware of the 
issues facing us.  So please join in and let us know of good places to put them in. Issues can be mailed to 
members if no Internet access.  Non-members can buy a subscription for $20 a year but the other two 
methods are faster as it takes more time  and cost to get mailings done.   

Advertisers 
Online 

Tell them you saw ad 
in Palm Beach ABATE  

Newsletter! 
 

We need help in getting 
more advertisers to support 

the  
production of our newsletter. 

Our rates are great so 
spread the word so can con-

tinue to  
expand distribution to the  
general public and riders 

Printed copies can be picked 
up at meeting and events 

table  

Free Monthly business card 
ad for a member  Send in 

scan of card or better, bring to 
Chapter meeting  

We are in need of more 
advertisers to be able to 

print more copies 

Please Pay for your 
Event to be Included and 

Support us 

Palm Beach Chapter 
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Is Lane Splitting Legal? Where? 
That depends where you’re located 
Don't Miss Stories on Motorcycle.com   Ryan Adams May 3, 2021 28 
 In crowded metropolises around the world, two-wheeled motorists flow through 
city streets packed to the brim with four-wheeled unfortunates impatiently waiting as 
traffic slows to a crawl en route to their destination. For those who haven’t come to 
terms with spending hours on end in their cages only to cover meager distances, traf-
fic can be an incredibly frustrating experience. I’m getting myself worked up about it 
just typing this!  
 How can you free yourself from this life-draining monotony? Take it from us, 
the answer to what ails ya is almost always: buy a motorcycle (or scooter)! Then you 
can filter, lane share, or lane split your way to your destination in style and on time. 
Oh yeah, but if you’re in the U.S. of A., you might also have to move. Lane sharing 
Stateside isn’t as prevalent in our vast country as it is in much of the rest of the world. 
There are a handful of states with pending legislation and Utah, Hawaii, and Montana 
have adopted forms of lane splitting, but California continues to be the only state 
where lane splitting is widely practiced. 
 Let’s take a closer look at the ins and outs of what it is and where it’s legal. 
What is lane splitting? 
Or lane sharing, or filtering? The terms are often used interchangeably so we’ll just 
use lane splitting from here on out. Lane splitting is, as stated in California’s AB 51: 
“driving a motorcycle, as defined in Section 400, that has two wheels in contact with 
the ground, between rows of stopped or moving vehicles in the same lane, including 
on both divided and undivided streets, roads, or highways.” As mentioned before, 
guidelines or rules around these practices change in the few states that allow the ma-
neuver, which we’ll get into below. 
Is lane splitting safe? 
In many ways, lane splitting can be a safe alternative to sitting in traffic, conversely, if 
a rider is not aware enough of his or her surroundings, it can also be dangerous. Like 
every aspect of safely riding a motorcycle, vigilance is key.  
 While lane splitting, riders should always watch out for – and try to predict – 
what drivers may be about to do around you. Keeping your speed in check helps you 
to have the time to brake or maneuver around unexpected situations. Most scenarios 
that could cause harm to motorcyclists while lane splitting are going to come from in 
front or the side, so again, keeping the differential in speed low is paramount to ensur-
ing you, as the rider, have time to react.  
 Motorcyclists who are lane splitting are less likely to get rear ended by inatten-
tive drivers. There typically aren’t vehicles directly behind riders, and usually while 
lane splitting, the motorcyclist is going slightly faster than traffic around them. That 
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said, it’s best to operate as though no one has seen you, is looking out for you, or 
knows that you may be passing them. Expect the unexpected.  
 One of the most important aspects to staying safe on a motorcycle is situational 
awareness. You must be paying attention to everything going on around you, including 
what the motorcycle is doing beneath you. Keep your head on a swivel, as they say. 
When lane splitting, this is all amplified as the tolerances between the rider and other 
cars are decreased.  
 
Lane splitting in California 
Slicin’ through traffic in the Golden State has long been a method motorcyclists have 
used to get across the state’s congested cityscapes. Interestingly enough, the practice 
was only signed into law recently. Prior to AB 51, the act of lane splitting wasn’t legal, 
but it also wasn’t explicitly illegal either. Once the bill was signed into law, the Califor-
nia Highway Patrol presented a list of guidelines for motorcyclists and motorists alike to 
safely navigate the new law which can be found below:  
 Consider the total environment when you are lane splitting (this includes the 
width of lanes, the size of surrounding vehicles, as well as current roadway, weather, 
and lighting conditions). 
Danger increases at higher speed differentials. 
Danger increases as overall speed increases. 
 It is typically safer to split between the far left lanes than between the other 
lanes of traffic.  
 Avoid lane splitting next to large vehicles (big rigs, buses, motorhomes, etc.). 
 Riding on the shoulder is illegal; it is not considered lane splitting. 
 Be visible – Avoid remaining in the blind spots of other vehicles or lingering be-
tween vehicles. 
 Help drivers see you by wearing brightly colored/reflective protective gear and 
using high beams during daylight. 
 
Lane splitting in Utah 
Utah uses the term lane filtering to describe the practice and defines it thusly: “Lane 
filtering” means, when operating a motorcycle other than an autocycle, the act of over-
taking and passing another vehicle that is stopped in the same direction of travel in the 
same lane.” Filtering in Utah became legal in May of 2019. The rules are a bit more re-
strictive than California’s though. 
 The speed limit must be 45 miles an hour or less 
 The vehicle(s) a motorcyclist is passing must be stopped 
 A motorcyclist can’t be traveling more than 15 miles an hour while passing  
another vehicle 
 A motorcyclist must be traveling on a roadway with two or more lanes in the 
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same direction 
 Utah’s laws around filtering will be mostly used in cities with riders being able to 
move to the front at a red light. Helpful, but not quite the relief from traffic congestion 
that folks enjoy in the Sunshine State.  
 
Lane splitting in Hawaii 
It’s illegal. I know what you’re thinking, “Didn’t he say it was legal at the beginning of 
this article?” Kind of. You see, Hawaii passed a bill back in 2018 that would allow  
motorcyclists to to move through traffic on the shoulder or white line – a practice known 
as “shoulder surfing”. In July 2018, the bill passed without the Hawaiian governor’s sig-
nature, as bills left unsigned and un-vetoed automatically become law in the Islands.  
 Motorcyclists in Hawaii may use the shoulder to get to the front of the line while 
traffic is stopped while not exceeding 10 mph.  
 
Lane splitting in Montana 
Our latest addition, Montana’s S.B. 9 allows the operator of a two-wheeled motorcycle 
to overtake stopped or slow-moving vehicles at a speed not in excess of 20 mph, to 
filter between lanes of stopped traffic traveling in the same direction as conditions per-
mit, and specifies reasonable and prudent motorcycle operation while lane filtering. 
 The bill was signed by Gov. Gianforte on March 2 at a public signing ceremony 
in Helena and takes effect October 1, 2021. 
 
Do your research 
As legislation evolves and bills are considered, the legalities of lane splitting can 
change. In many states the practice is not explicitly illegal, but you’ll likely attract un-
wanted attention if you lane split somewhere that it isn’t common – whether that be 
from officers or vigilante drivers.  
 Wherever you find yourself riding, be sure to do the research to see what’s legal 
and what’s commonplace among riders. If you’re not sure, chances are you shouldn’t 
lane split at least here in the U.S. You can sometimes get a gauge by watching what 
other motorcyclists are doing – but remember, just because someone else is doing it 
doesn’t necessarily make it legal.  
 
Remember to follow the laws where you ride, and if you find yourself lane splitting, stay 
vigilant, check your speed, and keep your head on a swivel. Stay safe out there. 
https://www.motorcycle.com/features/is-lane-splitting-legal-where.html  

Another story from Utah 

https://www.abc4.com/news/local-news/drivers-expect-to-see-motorcycles-lane-filtering-its-

legal-under-certain-circumstances/  
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DELEGATE  REPORT  
STATE  

MEETINGS  

Host Chapter Host Chapter Host Chapter Host Chapter     
& Location& Location& Location& Location 

 

2021 State Meetings 

June 12 Vintage  

St. Augustine 

August 14  Lake 

October 9 Gulf Coast 

Pensacola 

Dec. 11 Peace River 

Sunday Feb. 13 meeting 

Tallahassee Monday 14 

 ABATE of FL Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

GBNF 
 Ed “Gunner” Bassett 
Frank “Pipes” Cook 

 Robert “Torch” Lyle 

 Niurka Crespo 

 Phil Moore 

 Michael Steffy  
Bill Klawsnik 

Gregg Lehman 

Tom “Ramblin’ Man”  
Botticelli 

Karen Watkins 

“Bones” Maurice Clark 

Danny Palm 

  

I usually like to get to state meetings so can also attend 
their board meetings. While I had left in time to sod so 
for the April meeting in Ft. McCoy, due to several traffic 
issues I barely made it in time for the Delegate meeting! 
So for June I’m going up on Friday.  I know Snooze 
planned to as riding. Taking I95 the trip will be under 4 
hours and hope less traffic issues. Will be nice not to have 
to worry about traffic.  So can enjoy sites Saturday am. 
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MEMBER BENEFITS 
1. $4000 ADD insurance policy which 

does NOT have to be motorcycle re-
lated. 

2. Free business card ad in newsletter 
3. Free classified ad for item to sell or 

things you are looking for 
 And you are helping in the fight to 
make highways safer and save our  
freedoms and rights 
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WEEKLY EVENTS 
Subject to change and updates due 
to COVID and Govt mandates 
 
Tues   Lone Legion Brotherhood 
Happy Hour 6 to 11 
2nd Tues Jupiter Moose Bike Night 
  
Wed Bike Night with Gorilla Motors  
Johnny Q’s 6:30– 10 3801 19th Ave 
N Palm Springs FL 
Wed Pirates Well Bike Night  
9477 Alt. A1A Lake Park TBA 
 
2nd Thurs Handlebars US1  
Tequesta 6 PM (old Judy’s) 
3rd Thurs Palm Beach Harley  
dealership Bike Night 

Last Thurs Turboz/Ralph’s Bike 
Night Jupiter  When bars open 
 
1st Fri Enforcers MC Party 
2nd Fri AOA WPB  and Black  
Pistons WPB Open House 
3rd  Fri  Outcast MC  Hang Out 
656 MLK Jr Blvd Riviera Bch 8PM 
4th Fri  Lone  Legion MC  
Brotherhood Open House 
 
SAT HOG Morning  Palm Beach 
Harley and often other events and 
bikini bike washes Grill Days 
SAT Lone Legion Happy Hour 
SAT night Fly n Wheels Open 
House 
Sat PBH Abacoa Concert Series 
7:30 to 10 pm 
 
SUNDAY usually something at 
Palm Beach Harley  
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ABATE of FL 
Inc. PALM 

BEACH 
CHAPTER  

Chapter meetings 3rd 

Sunday NOON 

Lakeside Anchor Inn 

dining room. 2412 

Floral Rd, Lantana 

west of I95 Hypo-

luxo exit north on 

Eastview Dr. to Flo-

ral Rd east .  Open to 

ALL so come learn 

about us.  Meetings  

usually less than an 

hour 

2021 
3rd Sunday June 20 

3rd Sunday July 18 

3rd Sunday Aug. 22 

3rd Sunday Sept. 19 

3rd Sunday Oct. 17 

3rd Sunday Nov. 21 

3rd Sunday Dec. 19 
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June 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

3 4 5 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
 

Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

6 
 

7 8 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

9 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

10 
Bike Night 
Handlebars 
Tequesta  

11 
AOA & Black 
Pistons Open 
House  
  

12 
ABATE FL  
State 
Meeting  
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
 

Fly n Wheels 
Open House  
LACONIA 

13 
LACONIA 

14 
LACONIA 

15 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
 

LACONIA 

16 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

 

LACONIA 

17 
Bike Night PB 
Harley 

 

LACONIA 

18 
Bike Night  
Outcast MC 

LACONIA 

19 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
 

Fly n Wheels 
Open House  
 

LACONIA 

20 
ABATE PB  
Chapter 
Meeting  
 

21 
Ride to 
Work Day 

22 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

23 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

24 
Turbos Bike 
Night  at 
Ralph’s   ??? 

25 
Lone Legion 
Open House  

26 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
 

Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

27 
 

28 29 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

30 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 
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July 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
 

Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

4 
 
Celebrate 
the 4th 

 

5 6 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

7 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

8 
Bike Night 
Handlebars 
Tequesta  

9 
AOA & Black 
Pistons Open 
House  
  

10 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
 

Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

11 
  

12 13 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

14 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

15 
Bike Night PB 
Harley 

16 
Bike Night  
Outcast MC 

17 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
 

Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

18 
ABATE PB  
Chapter 
Meeting  
 

19 20 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

21 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

22 23 
Lone Legion 
Open House  

24 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
 

Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

25 
 

26 27 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

28 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

29 
Turbos Bike 
Night  at 
Ralph’s  

30 31 

Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
 

Fly n Wheels 
Open House  
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Precinct Finder (https://www.pbcelections.org/) Palm Beach Elections Site  - put in your address and 
get ALL your Election Information and look under My Districts for your representatives. In these 
sidebars Underlined District # , names link in the online version. 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

FEDERAL 
 U.S. Senators 
 Marco Rubio 

 Rick Scott 
 

U.S. HOUSE 
 

District 18 
      Brian Mast (R) 
 

District 20 

     Alcee Hastings 

  

District 21 
     Lois Frankel 
  
District 22 
     Ted Deutch 

  

PALM  BEACH Co. 
FL House of 
Representatives 
 
D81  Kelly Skidmore (D) 
850-717-5081 Tallahassee 

561-470-2086 Boca/Belle Glade 

  

D82  John Snyder (R) 
850-717-5082 Tallahassee 

772-545-3481 Hove Sound 

  

D85  Rich Roth (R) 
850-717-5085 Tallahassee 

561-625-5176 Palm Bch Garden 

  

D86  Matt Willhite (D) 
850-717-5086 Tallahassee 

561-791-4071(2) WPB 

  

D87  David Silvers (D) 
850-717-5085 Tallahassee 

561-352-4824 West Palm Beach 

  

D88  Omari Hardy  (D) 
850-717-5088 Tallahassee 

561-650-6846 West Palm Bch 

  

D89   Mike Caruso  (R) 
850-717-5089Tallahassee 

561-750-2396 Boca Raton 

  

D90   Joseph A. Casello (D) 
850-717-5090 Tallahassee 

561-374-7850 Boynton Bch 

  

D91   Emily Slosberg (D) 
850-717-5087 Tallahassee 

561-496-5940 Delray Beach 

 

Palm Beach County 

FL Senators  
 

D25   Gayle Harrell (R) 
850-487-5025 Tallahassee 

772-221-4019  Stuart 
 

D29 Tina Scott Polsky (D) 
850-487-5029 Tallahassee 

561-443-8170 Boca Raton 

  

D30   Bobby Powell (D) 
850-487-500 Tallahassee 

561-650-6880 WP Bch 

  

D31  Lori Berman (D) 
850-487-5031 Tallahassee 

561-292-6014 Boynton 

Weekly political notes from The News 
Service of Florida 
ADVANCES: WEEK OF MAY 23, 
2021 May 21, NSF Staff 
TALLAHASSEE --- John Thrasher was 
a force at the Florida Capitol. House 
speaker. Friend of Jeb. Successful 
lobbyist. Influential senator. 

But when Thrasher sought to 
become president of Florida State Uni-
versity in 2014, he faced heavy oppo-
sition from students and faculty mem-
bers who called for hiring an academic 
instead of a political insider. 
The university’s trustees decided to 
hire Thrasher. And since he took over 
at his alma mater, Thrasher has drawn 
widespread praise as he has helped 
boost FSU’s stature while also guiding 
it through tough times such as a cam-
pus shooting and the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 
Now, with the 77-year-old Thrasher 
retiring, FSU is poised to have a new 
leader. After work by a search commit-
tee, trustees are scheduled Monday to 
interview three finalists for the presi-
dency. 
Unlike Thrasher, the finalists are aca-
demics from outside the FSU world: 
Richard McCullough, vice provost for 
research at  Harvard University; Rob-
ert Blouin, executive vice chancellor 
and provost of the University of North 
Carolina; and Giovanni Piedimonte, 
vice president for research at Tulane 
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University. 
Much of the attention in recent weeks has focused on another applicant: Florida Education 
Commissioner Richard Corcoran, also a former state House speaker. 
The search committee didn’t include Corcoran in its short list of finalists. But that hasn’t ended 
speculation and rumors about eleventh-hour attempts to put Corcoran in the president’s office. 
FLORIDA SHUTTING OFF FEDERAL JOBLESS AID May 24, Jim Turner 
TALLAHASSEE --- Florida plans to stop providing $300 a week in additional federal unemploy-
ment benefits as it pushes for people to return to work during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 The Florida Department of Economic Opportunity announced Monday that starting 
June 26 the state will no longer participate in the Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compen-
sation program. State and business officials have argued that, when added to state unemploy-
ment payments, the $300 a week in federal aid is keeping people from returning to jobs. 
 After a report Friday showed that an estimated 487,000 Floridians were unemployed in 
April out of a workforce of 10.24 million, the Department of Economic Opportunity called Mon-
day’s move “another key step to returning more Floridians to work,” dubbing it the “Return to 
Work” initiative. 
 “Transitioning away from this benefit will help meet the demands of small and large 
businesses who are ready to hire and expand their workforce,” department Executive Director 
Dane Eagle said in a prepared statement. 
The move came after the state also announced that new unemployment applicants will have to 
follow a “work search” rule that requires claimants to apply for five jobs a week. That require-
ment will start June 1. 
 The state suspended the work-search requirement last year because of the pandemic. 

Florida will become at least the 22nd state to end participation in the federal benefits 
program, which is scheduled to expire in September. 
Florida pays a maximum of $275 a week in state benefits to unemployed people. Eagle has 
said people are taking advantage of the combined state and federal assistance, which is com-
petitive with weekly pay at many restaurants and tourism businesses. 

“You've seen restaurants that have had to close earlier or open later or close certain 
days of the week,” Eagle said during a recent news conference outside downtown Tallahas-
see’s Metro Deli. “All over the Panhandle I've seen signs that say, ‘Welcome to the new pan-
demic.’ The 2021 pandemic is unemployment, not being able to hire. So, we've got to put an 
end to that.” 
 But Rep. Anna Eskamani, D-Orlando, quickly posted Monday on Twitter that ending the 
federal assistance is a “terrible idea that feeds into Florida's already broken unemployment 
system.” 
 Since March 15, 2020, the start of the pandemic, the state has paid out more than 
$28.3 billion to 2.37 million unemployment claimants. The Federal Pandemic Unemployment 
Compensation program has accounted for nearly $17.3 billion of the money distributed, while 
the state program has accounted for more than $5.9 billion. 
 The remainder of the money has come from two smaller federal programs known as 
the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment 
Compensation program. The Department of Economic Opportunity said those programs will 
continue until Sept. 6. 
In announcing the end of the Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation program, the 
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department released statements from a list of business lobbyists and business owners dis-
cussing challenges in finding employees. 
 “Even though our industry is open for business, we are facing a dire labor shortage,” 
Florida Restaurant & Lodging Association President and CEO Carol Dover said in a statement. 
“Strong demand, coupled with this staffing shortage, has left many businesses forced to limit 
operating days and hours in addition to reducing capacity in both food service and lodging.” 
During the legislative session that ended April 30, the Senate pushed to increase the maximum 
state benefits to $375 a week. But while Florida’s current benefits are among the lowest in the 
nation, the Senate proposal died amid opposition from House Speaker Chris Sprowls, R-Palm 
Harbor, and Gov. Ron DeSantis. 
 Sprowls and DeSantis said their focus was on getting people back to work. 
 The state’s unemployment rate in April was 4.8 percent, up from 4.7 percent in March. 
The number of people employed increased by 59,000 from March to April, while the workforce 
grew by 73,000 in the same time. 
BACKROOM BRIEFING: LET’S GO TO THE TAPE May 20, Jim Turner 

TALLAHASSEE --- With a legal challenge anticipated, policy wonks and lawyers won’t 
be able to turn to the Senate Journal to find lawmakers’ questions and answers about a newly 
approved gambling deal with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 
 Republican lawmakers rejected a motion Tuesday to have floor comments transcribed 
in the journal, which is an official record of bills, votes and other information. 
 Sen. Travis Hutson, a St. Augustine Republican who sponsored the bill (SB 2A) ap-
proving the multibillion-dollar gambling deal, said two-thirds of lawmakers would have to agree 
to put the comments into the journal and that “it's a lot of workload for staff.” 
 But Democrats noted that the Senate often includes such exchanges in the journal on 
bills and even non-binding resolutions. 
 “We should not fear the proceedings in this chamber being spread across the journal,” 
Sen. Audrey Gibson, D-Jacksonville, said. “There's no reason for that. I don't think there's any 
undermining issue here. Spreading what we do across the journal should be available to our 
public.” 
 Sen. Gary Farmer, a Lighthouse Point Democrat who requested the transcription, said 
he was “absolutely dumbfounded” that lawmakers would oppose the request. 
 “Why in the world would we hide from the public, would we prevent from being pub-
lished in the journal what we do here on this floor?” Farmer asked. “That's the thing that lesser 
countries do. That's the thing that lesser systems of government do.” 
 Hutson said attorneys could review video of the discussions on the gambling deal. But 
Farmer, a lawyer, said courts can’t simply look at video and that the transcribed records would 
provide “evidentiary value in case it's needed.” 
 Rules Chairwoman Kathleen Passidomo, R-Naples, reiterated a transcription would be 
a “ton of work for staff.” 
“It's not a question of fear or anything of that nature,” Passidomo, an attorney, said. “And the 
reality is it would require the House (approval) as well. So, I don't believe this is necessary.” 
RINGING UP LAWMAKERS   Before many legislators on both sides of the aisle were sold on 
the gambling deal, Gov. Ron DeSantis and his staff spent last weekend on the phone selling 
the proposal. 
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Lawmakers went into a special session this week after DeSantis negotiated the deal, known 
as a compact, with the tribe. Among other things, it would allow sports betting in Florida and 
lead to the state receiving a minimum of $2.5 billion over five years. 
 House Minority Co-leader Evan Jenne, D-Dania Beach, said DeSantis and the gover-
nor’s staff didn’t need to threaten lawmakers during the calls, as the proposed budget for the 
upcoming year has not formally been sent to DeSantis. The governor has line-item veto power 
with the budget. 
 “He strikes me as an individual who's smart enough to know he doesn't have to make 
that threat,” Jenne told reporters Monday. “Everybody knows exactly where we are in the 
budgetary process. We're not done yet. We still have, you know, we're coming around the final 
bend. And, you know, everybody's making their last-ditch effort to get across the finish line. 
 But we haven't reached that point yet.” 
 Jenne added that the calls were somewhat welcomed by Democrats. 
“I think that they've been making phone calls and talking to people on both sides of the aisle, 
which, look, I can't ever be mad about a governor reaching out to Democrats and saying, ‘Hey, 
where are you on this? You know, how can we, you know, give … more information to make 
you feel comfortable with making this decision to vote in favor for it,’” Jenne said. “I mean, we 
went through about virtually eight years of not getting any of those phone calls under the previ-
ous (Rick Scott) administration. So, I'm not going to sit here and rip the governor for getting 
out there and advocating and having the members of his staff get out there and advocate with 
members that may be sitting on the fence right now.” 
 But Rep. Omari Hardy, D-West Palm Beach, said Wednesday that Democrats were 
still essentially locked out of the process. The gambling deal passed the House and Senate 
with bipartisan support. 
 “We were more or less locked out of this process in a lot of meaningful ways,” Hardy 
said. “When we go about our business in this building, we are teaching you how to treat us. I 
cannot vote to ratify this compact and teach you that you can lock me and my colleagues out 
of this process,” 
NEW JOBS IN TOWN  Rep. Scott Plakon, a Longwood Republican who a decade ago led the 
charge against internet cafes accused of being illegal gambling venues, could be a candidate 
for a new commission that would regulate the gambling industry. 
 Lawmakers on Wednesday gave final approval to a bill (SB 4A) that would create the 
Florida Gaming Control Commission, a five-member panel that would be appointed by the 
governor. The vote came after the Senate removed a provision that would have barred legisla-
tors from being appointed to the commission until they were out of office for two years. 
Plakon, who will face term limits next year, wouldn’t say he was going to apply for a seat on 
the commission. He said he recently got an RV and planned to travel with his wife, Rachel, 
who is running for his House seat in 2022. 

But he appeared to be leaving the door open to an appointment. 
“I got a few phone calls, some outreach today from one state attorney, knowing my history 
with the internet cafes,” Plakon said Wednesday. “I think that that's one of the biggest chal-
lenges that the commission will --- I hope --- deal with. Because this is deja vu all over again 
from 10 years ago, where they're popping up again.” 

The commission, whose members would be paid about $136,000-a-year, would take 
over gambling oversight duties from the state Department of Business and Professional Regu-
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lation. The bill still needs approval from DeSantis. 
Plakon was recently a finalist for a seat on the Florida Public Service Commission but did not 
get the appointment. 
TWEET OF THE WEEK: “I'm humbled at the encouraging messages I'm seeing today. I know 
the stakes are too high for Republicans to stand in the way of getting things done for Floridi-
ans, which is why I'm seriously considering a run for the Senate. Stay tuned.” --- Congress-
woman Val Demings (@val_demings). 
ADVANCES: WEEK OF MAY 16, 2021  May 14, NSF Staff 
TALLAHASSEE --- Debates in Tallahassee about gambling issues, to put it bluntly, are usually 
a mess.  Start with pari-mutuel facilities across the state that have often-conflicting priorities. 
Toss in the Seminole Tribe of Florida with its major casino operations. And then factor in 160 
lawmakers getting tugged and pulled by gambling lobbyists. 

The result for the past decade has been a pile of discarded proposals, like so many 
losing betting slips. 

But that could change during the coming week, as lawmakers will hold a special ses-
sion to consider a gambling deal reached by Gov. Ron DeSantis and the Seminole Tribe, 
along with proposed changes in the parimutuel industry and the creation of a state gaming 
commission. 

If the deal, known as a gambling compact, is approved it could lead to sports betting in 
Florida and $2.5 billion coming into the state’s coffers over the next five years. But a different 
type of mess could also begin --- opponents are already threatening to challenge the compact 
in court. 
STATE GOVERNMENT OPEN FOR BUSINESS? GRADUALLY May 13, Christine Sexton 

TALLAHASSEE --- Gov. Ron DeSantis has touted for months that Florida’s “open for 
business,” but it’s just now that state government is reopening offices, buildings and museums 
that interact directly with taxpayers. 
 And the opening has seemingly come in fits and starts. 
Some agencies said their employees returned to work months ago after offices were initially 
closed because of the COVID-19 pandemic. But the state Capitol opened last week --- and it 
wasn't until the middle of this week that state-run museums reopened their doors to the public. 
Reopenings have come after an April 29 public-health advisory by Department of Health Sec-
retary Scott Rivkees recommending that government offices resume in-person operations and 
services. 
 The DeSantis administration won’t answer questions about which state employees 
have returned to their offices and how many continue working from home. 
 The Department of Management Services, which handles workforce and business-

related functions for the state, did not respond to requests for information or comment on 
whether it had issued written return-to-work policies for agencies. 
Many state agencies contacted by The News Service of Florida didn’t answer questions or 
provided vague answers. 
 The Department of Corrections has 25,154 employees funded in the current state 
budget, with 81 percent of the employees certified correctional officers or probation officers, 
according to department documents. 
 Michelle Glady, communications director for the department, told the News Service on 
Wednesday that “there are no employees teleworking due to COVID.” 
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 While employees such as correctional officers can’t work from home, Glady didn’t say 
specifically when other employees had been asked to return to state offices. Initially, she said 
employees had been working from their offices for “several months” but later said they had 
been back at the offices since “last summer.” 
 The Department of Children and Families also is one of the larger agencies, with more 
than 12,000 budgeted positions during the current year. A spokesperson for the department 
said all “select exempt service” employees, who generally are in management and profession-
al positions, have returned to offices and that the department is “phasing in” return-to-work re-
quirements for “career service” employees and part-time employees. However, the department 
did not give timelines for the phase-in and didn’t say how many employees were classified as 
career service. 
 The latest available data on the state’s workforce shows that most employees --- about 
81.5 percent of them --- are classified as “career service.” 

The Department of Children and Families, in part, determines whether people are eligi-
ble for Medicaid and temporary cash assistance. Before COVID-19, the department promoted 
an automated system. But because not everyone has access to computers and some people 
need assistance filling out forms, the department also had at least one local service center in 
every county. They were all shuttered last year as COVID-19 spread across the state. 
 The Leon County service center opened its doors to the public May 3, center supervi-
sor Pamela Williams said. 
 “We are not as busy as what we were before the pandemic,” Williams told the News 
Service this week. She declined to answer further questions about the numbers of people who 
have gone to the storefront for assistance. Williams said all local service centers across the 
state have reopened. 
Meanwhile, the department’s administrative headquarters in Tallahassee remained closed to 
the public, and meetings that once would have been in person still are occurring virtually. 
The state Agency for Health Care Administration has verbally ordered all staff members who 
have been working at home to report back to state offices Monday. 
 The agency administers much of the Medicaid program and is charged with regulating 
health care facilities. 
 AHCA has 1,526 funded positions in the current budget. The agency did not comment 
on the number of employees who have continued to work from home. 
 While most agencies are under DeSantis’ control, run by secretaries he appoints, the 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is led by Agriculture Commissioner Nikki 
Fried, the only statewide elected Democrat. 
 Fried in March said she was extending the department's teleworking policy through 
Sept. 30. She will review the policy in early September to see if it needs to be altered, spokes-
man Franco Ripple said. But with 930,000 new COVID-19 cases since Jan. 1 and a weekly 
average of more than 44,000 new cases, Ripple said Fried is unlikely to make changes before 
the end of September. 
 Of the agency’s 4,106 agency employees, 1,931 have returned to the traditional office-

based environment. Another 1,606 employees are in a hybrid work schedule, reporting to state 
offices at least weekly. The remaining 479 employees work exclusively from home, Ripple 
said. 
COVID-19 not only stopped face-to-face operations at state agencies, it also led to countless 
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numbers of state boards and committees meeting virtually. 
For administrative attorney Julie Gallagher, that isn’t bad. Gallagher often defends health care 
practitioners before medical licensing boards, such as the Board of Medicine. Gallagher said 
virtual meetings are efficient because board members and staff don’t have to waste time trav-
eling, Either do the practitioners being disciplined or the attorneys representing them. 
 “They have saved a lot of time and a lot of expenses,” she said. 
 Despite Rivkees’ public health advisory, the Board of Medicine’s two-day meeting in 
June will be held online. 
 But the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission held two days of in-person 
meetings this week in Miami. 
 Meanwhile, members of the Citizens Property Insurance Corp. Board of Governors on 
Tuesday took part in what could be their last virtual board meeting. 
“I hope we’re back to a normal format in a room sitting around the same table,” said Marc Dun-
bar, a member of the board that oversees the state-created insurance company. “Hopefully, 
we can be at a normal table and not spaced crazy and have staff in the room so we can inter-
act. Everything’s sort of back to normal. Everybody's probably either had it (COVID-19) or is 
vaccinated. So It seems to make sense for us to get back to the way we used to do things.”   
WEEKLY ROUNDUP: GOING 'ON OFFENSE' May 14, Ryan Dailey 

TALLAHASSEE --- At a Catholic school in Hialeah where about 85 percent of students 
receive vouchers, Gov. Ron DeSantis this week signed a bill that proponents touted as a sig-
nificant expansion of voucher programs --- as opponents decried it for the same reason. 
DeSantis said Florida is “on offense” when it comes to providing school choice, with the meas-
ure (HB 7045) widening eligibility for taxpayer-funded vouchers in several ways. 
 For example, the bill increases an income threshold to 375 percent of the federal pov-
erty level, meaning a family of four making nearly $100,000 a year could qualify for vouchers. 
It also nixes a requirement that children be enrolled in public schools before applying for 
vouchers, a change DeSantis said “eliminates barriers.” 
 “If the need is there, the need is there. You shouldn’t have to jump through these 
hoops,” DeSantis said. 
 The governor, a Navy veteran, also said he is “most proud of” part of the bill that 
makes military families automatically eligible for vouchers and exempt from enrollment caps. 
 During the legislative session that ended April 30, lawmakers backed away from a Sen-
ate proposal that would have converted voucher programs into flexible-spending “education 
savings accounts.” But the approved measure allows parents to use voucher money on ex-
penditures beyond private school tuition, such as internet costs. 
 “These are more robust scholarships that will be able to be dedicated to not just tuition, 
but to other things that impact education,” DeSantis said. 
DeSantis said he hadn’t asked for part of the bill that would consolidate what are known as the 
Gardiner and McKay scholarship programs for students with special needs into the Family Em-
powerment Scholarship Program, which serves a broader population of students. 

“We will be monitoring how it affects our families and our students that have unique 
abilities,” DeSantis said. “If it turns out there are any hiccups in this, we will not hesitate to pro-
pose reforms in the January (2022) legislative session.” 
 Senate Democrats were quick to criticize DeSantis for signing the measure. 
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“Republicans in Tallahassee are continuing their efforts to erode Florida’s public education 
system by ushering forth the largest expansion of private school vouchers in our state’s history 
--- ignoring the notion that public funds should be used for public schools,” the Senate Demo-
cratic caucus said in a statement. 
ONE FOR THE ROAD  During a bill signing Thursday, DeSantis cemented into law an execu-
tive order that has allowed restaurants to sell to-go alcoholic beverages with takeout food or-
ders during the COVID-19 pandemic.. 
 At Houligan’s restaurant in Ormond Beach, DeSantis continued to tout his efforts to re-
open the economy. 
 “We have people that will move to Florida and start new restaurants because they 
know they have an environment that they can do very well,” DeSantis said 
 The executive order, issued by DeSantis last spring, came after restaurants were 
forced to shut down dining rooms and go to take-out meals because of the pandemic. While 
the restrictions were later lifted, the to-go alcohol option proved popular and led to a push to 
make it permanent. 
 Under the law, which takes effect July 1, to-go drinks must be placed in secured con-
tainers and placed in locked compartments, vehicle trunks or in areas behind the last upright 
seats in vehicles. Restaurants will be prohibited from including alcoholic drinks in orders deliv-
ered by people under age 21. 

Eateries also won’t be able to sell the to-go boozy beverages after they stop serving 
food for the night, or past midnight, whichever comes first. 
PANIC AT THE PUMP  Floridians who noticed their local convenience stores running out of 
gasoline this week might have been in areas swept up by “panic buying,” prompting petroleum-

industry and government officials to warn against unnecessary fuel purchases. 
 A shutdown of the Colonial Pipeline, which carries fuel to the nation’s East Coast, be-
gan last Friday after a ransomware attack and spurred motorists to flock to gas stations in 
parts of the state. The AAA Auto Club issued an advisory Wednesday reminding consumers 
that Florida, for the most part, is not heavily reliant on the Colonial Pipeline. 
 The American Petroleum Institute also held a media briefing Wednesday, with experts 
on the supply chain saying the pipeline shutdown did not create a gasoline “shortage.” 
“We have a very sufficient supply system. Unfortunately, though, the system can be over-
whelmed in the time of panic buying. It does not help the situation. I’m talking to retailers right 
now who have sold several days’ worth of inventory in a few hours,” said Rob Underwood, 
president of the Energy Marketers of America. 
 On Thursday, President Joe Biden held a news conference to reassure Americans that 
the pipeline was returning to “full operational capacity,” saying Colonial reported that fuel was 
flowing to the majority of its markets. 
STORY OF THE WEEK: Gov. Ron DeSantis on Tuesday signed a measure designed to lead 
to a major expansion of school vouchers. 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “We are blowing up all these tired old narratives. We are showing 
that we want parents to be able to obtain quality education for their kids.” --- Gov Ron DeSan-
tis, on signing the voucher bill (HB 7045). 
GROUPS CHALLENGE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF PROTEST LAW May 11, Jim Saunders 
TALLAHASSEE --- Arguing that a new law is intended to “suppress the viewpoints of Black-led 
organizations and their allies,” a coalition of groups Tuesday challenged the constitutionality of 



 

28  ISSUE 190  2021-6           The CHROME CHRONICLES                     JUNE   2021 

changes championed by Gov. Ron DeSantis to crack down on violent protests. 
A 62-page lawsuit filed in federal court in Tallahassee on behalf of groups such as the Dream 
Defenders and the Florida State Conference of the NAACP contends that the law (HB 1), 
which DeSantis signed on April 19, will have a “chilling” effect on protected speech and vio-
lates equal-protection and due-process rights. 
DeSantis made the changes a priority after protests across the nation last year following the 
killing of George Floyd, a Black man, by a Minneapolis police officer. The law, passed this 
spring by Florida’s Republican-controlled Legislature, includes a wide range of steps to crack 
down on violence and property damage related to protests. 
But the lawsuit argues, in part, that the measure is overbroad, vague and “subjects non-violent 
protesters to criminal liability for exercising protected rights to speech and assembly.” 
As an example, the lawsuit said peaceful protesters at demonstrations could face criminal 
charges if they are in “close proximity to an act of violence or property destruction in which 
they themselves do not participate.” 
“Because (a section of the law) confers discretion to law enforcement to arrest nonviolent pro-
testers in close proximity to a violent outburst that is caused by others, would-be protesters 
have already been and will continue to be discouraged from participating in demonstrations for 
fear that the intents and actions of others may subject them to severe criminal penalties,” said 
the lawsuit, filed on behalf of the plaintiffs by attorneys from the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, the American Civil Liberties Union of Florida, Community Justice Protect 
and the national law firm of Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld. 
The lawsuit also said the measure violates equal-protection rights because it “targets Black 
organizers and organizations. The text, legislative history, timing, and public statements about 
the act made by Florida officials all make clear that the act was racially motivated.” 
The law, one of the biggest issues of this year’s legislative session, also has drawn a lawsuit 
that was filed April 21 in federal court in Orlando. That lawsuit is pending. 
DeSantis has touted the law, signing it last month in Polk County while flanked by law-

enforcement officers. During that event, he said it “is the strongest, anti-rioting, pro-law en-
forcement piece of legislation in the country.” 
“In Florida, we are taking an unapologetic stand for the rule of law and public safety,” DeSantis 
said in a prepared statement on the day the bill was signed. “We are holding those who incite 
violence in our communities accountable, supporting our law enforcement officers who risk 
their lives every day to keep us safe and protecting Floridians from the chaos of mob vio-
lence.” 
The law is multifaceted, including creating a new crime of “mob intimidation” and enhancing 
riot-related penalties. It also could help shield people from civil liability if they injure or kill pro-
testers involved in riots --- an issue known as granting an affirmative defense. 
The lawsuit contends that various parts of the measure could lead to preventing people from 
protesting. For instance, it said part of the law would require people arrested for the misde-
meanor or breaching the peace to spend at least one night in jail. 
“This section thus targets a certain kind of expression, i.e. protest, for harsh punishment,” the 
lawsuit said. “This section has already chilled and will continue to chill protected speech by 
discouraging would-be protesters from participating in a demonstration for fear that they may 
be arrested for the low-level offense of breaching the peace and have to spend at least one 
night in jail as a result.” 
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The lawsuit names as defendants DeSantis, Attorney General Ashley Moody, Leon County 
Sheriff Walt McNeil, Jacksonville Sheriff Mike Williams and Broward County Sheriff Gregory 
Tony. In addition to the Dream Defenders and the Florida State Conference of the NAACP, 
other plaintiffs are The Black Collective, Inc., Chainless Change, Inc., Black Lives Matter Alli-
ance Broward and the Northside Coalition of Jacksonville. 
DESANTIS SIGNS BILL ON GUN REGULATIONS May 10, Jim Saunders 
TALLAHASSEE --- Amid a legal battle that could be decided by the Florida Supreme Court, 
Gov. Ron DeSantis has signed a measure that will ratchet up a ban on local gun regulations. 
DeSantis signed the bill (SB 1884) on Friday after the Republican-controlled Legislature 
passed it in party-line votes late last month. The bill, which will take effect July 1, will broaden a 
2011 law that can make local governments pay as much as $100,000 in damages if they are 
sued for imposing gun regulations. 
Florida since 1987 has barred cities and counties from passing regulations that are stricter 
than state firearms laws, and the penalties in the 2011 law were designed to strengthen that 
“preemption.” 
Rep. Cord Byrd, a Neptune Beach Republican who was the House sponsor of the bill signed 
Friday, said during an April 28 floor debate that the measure is needed to protect Second 
Amendment rights. He said the bill is designed to “send a message” to local governments. 
“I brought this forward so that local governments will once and for all stop violating the rights 
and stop wasting taxpayer money,” said Byrd, an attorney who represents gun owners. 
But Democrats argued that cities and counties should not be punished for trying to curb gun 
violence and recounted incidents such as the 2016 mass shooting at Pulse nightclub in Orlan-
do. 
“If the state doesn’t want to take any action against the gun lobby, stop prohibiting local gov-
ernments from doing that,” Rep. Anna Eskamani, D-Orlando said during the debate. 
DeSantis signed the bill about a month after a panel of the 1st District Court of Appeal upheld 
the 2011 law that threatens penalties if cities and counties approve gun regulations. Dozens of 
local governments and officials challenged the 2011 law after the February 2018 mass shoot-
ing at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland that killed 17 people. 
Attorneys for the local governments filed a motion April 23 requesting that the 1st District Court 
of Appeal send to the Supreme Court key issues in the case --- a move known as certifying 
“questions of great public importance.” The Tallahassee-based appeals court had not acted on 
the request as of Monday morning, according to an online docket. 
Under the 2011 law, local governments can be forced to pay up to $100,000 in damages and 
attorney fees if they are found to have violated the 1987 preemption on gun regulations. Also, 
local officials can face $5,000 fines and potential removal from office for passing gun regula-
tions. 
The bill signed Friday will broaden the law in two ways: It will allow lawsuits for “unwritten” local 
policies that violate the gun-regulation preemption. Also, local governments could still be 
forced to pay damages and attorney fees if they change gun-related ordinances or policies af-
ter lawsuits are filed --- a change that could block arguments about the mootness of lawsuits. 
A House staff analysis said an example of unwritten policies that could be affected by the bill 
would be “oral instructions given within a law enforcement agency.” 
DeSantis signed the measure Friday along with 14 other bills and did not issue a statement.  
BALLOT INITIATIVES MEASURE CHALLENGED  BALLOT INITIATIVES MEASURE CHAL-
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LENGED May 8, Jim Saunders 
TALLAHASSEE --- Just a day after Gov. Ron DeSantis signed the bill, the American Civil Lib-
erties Union of Florida filed a constitutional challenge Saturday to a measure that would limit 
contributions to political committees backing ballot initiatives. 
The ACLU argued in a lawsuit filed in federal court in Tallahassee that the bill (SB 1890) 
“burdens and chills” free speech and association protected under the First Amendment. 
The bill, which is part of years of efforts by lawmakers to clamp down on ballot initiatives, 
would place a $3,000 cap on contributions to political committees trying to put proposed con-
stitutional amendments on the ballot. It was among 15 bills that DeSantis signed Friday and is 
scheduled to take effect July 1. 
The ACLU was heavily involved in passing a 2018 ballot initiative aimed at restoring the voting 
rights of felons who have fulfilled their sentences. It said in the lawsuit that it has developed 
other plans for initiatives to “expand voter participation in Florida.” 
The limit on contributions to political committees would make it difficult --- or, critics contend, 
impossible --- to collect the 891,589 petition signatures needed to put proposed constitutional 
amendments on the 2022 ballot. Political committees in the past often have spent millions of 
dollars to gather petition signatures and get required Florida Supreme Court approval of the 
wording of ballot proposals. 
“Because of the immense expense of collecting over 800,000 signatures and defending an 
initiative at the Florida Supreme Court, SB 1890’s contribution limit has chilled the ACLU of 
Florida’s efforts to develop initiatives for the future,” the lawsuit said. “If SB 1890 stands, the 
ACLU of Florida will not be able to propose and support future initiatives, because such initia-
tives will not be viable under SB 1890’s contribution limit.” 
The Republican-controlled Legislature gave final approval to the bill on April 26. Supporters 
argued that the contribution limits are needed to stop deep-pocketed donors from financing 
ballot initiatives on policy issues that should not be in the state Constitution. They said such 
issues should be decided by the Legislature, not through constitutional amendments. 
“This is not a direct democracy,” Senate Ethics and Elections Chairman Dennis Baxley, R-

Ocala, said during a March committee meeting. “This government that we have is a democrat-
ic republic. The Constitution is the founding document to define the role of the relationship be-
tween a government and their people.” 
But Democrats contend groups have turned to the ballot-initiative process because the Legis-
lature has not responded to the wishes of the public. Among examples, they point to a 2016 
constitutional amendment that broadly legalized medical marijuana and a 2020 constitutional 
amendment that will raise the state’s minimum wage --- with both of those drives primarily 
funded by Orlando attorney John Morgan. 
“The citizens’ initiative process is a last resort for the people to demand a change in course 
when the government fails to listen --- yet it has been under attack by tone-deaf Republican 
lawmakers for years in their quest for omnipotence,” the Senate Democratic caucus said in a 
statement Friday night after DeSantis signed the bill. 

Under the bill, contributions to political committees backing initiatives would be limited 
to $3,000 until the point when initiatives have met requirements to get on the ballot. After that 
point --- when backers have submitted enough petition signatures and received Supreme 
Court approval --- contributions would not face a cap. 

The effect would be that contributions would not be capped during the final months of 
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campaigns about ballot initiatives. 
Senate sponsor Ray Rodrigues, R-Estero, said during a March committee meeting 

that allowing unlimited contributions after the point when initiatives are approved for the ballot 
is designed to address concerns about a landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision known as 
Citizens United. That 2010 decision allowed corporations and outside groups to spend unlim-
ited amounts on elections. 
“Under the Citizens United decision, I and others believed that if we were to attempt to contin-
ue that ($3,000 limit) past the point where it’s (an) initiative and to the point where it’s an actu-
al referendum, we would be in violation of that Supreme Court decision,” Rodrigues said. “On 
the initiative process, we think that’s more easily defended.” 

But the 18-page ACLU lawsuit said the contribution cap would violate the First Amend-
ment. 
“By limiting plaintiff’s (the ACLU’s) ability to pool resources and band together with others to 
advance citizen initiatives, SB 1890 unduly burdens plaintiff’s First Amendment right to asso-
ciate with others,” the lawsuit said. “By limiting plaintiff’s ability to give monetary and in-kind 
contributions to advance issues and circulate ideas relating to statewide ballot initiatives, SB 
1890 unduly burdens plaintiff’s First Amendment right to free speech.” 

The ACLU lawsuit came two days after groups filed two lawsuits challenging another 
measure (SB 90) that would overhaul Florida elections laws, including putting new restrictions 
on mail-in ballots. DeSantis signed that bill Thursday. 
FALLS LEADING CAUSE OF ER VISITS FOR SENIORS May 6, NSF Staff 
The therapist in me wanted to post this one, - Scribe 
Injuries to seniors from falls, automobile accidents, unintended opioid overdoses and self-
harm accounted for an estimated 2.4 million emergency room visits and more than 700,000 
hospitalizations in 2018, according to a federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
report released Thursday. Falls among people age 65 or older accounted for more than 90 
percent of the emergency visits and hospitalizations in 2018, according to the “Morbidity and 
Mortality Weekly Report.” Data show that women were more likely to report falling than men, 
but men had higher rates of fall-related injuries. Non-fatal injuries to seniors can lead to a lack 
of independence and mobility. The report’s authors noted that more needs to be done to help 
prevent the injuries. “Educational campaigns that use positive messages can encourage older 
adults to speak with their health care provider about preventing injuries,” the report said. 
“Health care providers can help prevent injuries by referring to physical therapy and depre-
scribing certain medications.” The findings are based on 2018 data from the Agency for 
STATE CAPITOL SET TO REOPEN TO THE PUBLIC May 3, Christine Sexton 
TALLAHASSEE --- After nearly 14 months of being closed to the public, the Florida Capitol 
will reopen this week ahead of a special legislative session on gambling. 
Senate President Wilton Simpson, R-Trilby, made the announcement Monday, but it’s not 
clear if other parts of state government will follow a public-health advisory by Florida Surgeon 
General Scott Rivkees to open back up as the COVID-19 pandemic continues. 
Simpson’s office sent out a memo that said the Capitol will be open to the public Friday, one 
week after lawmakers finished the regular 60-day legislative session. 
That means members of the public can enter the building without first getting tested for 
COVID-19 or showing proof of vaccination.  
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ABATE of FL Inc. Palm Beach Chapter Minutes 

5-16-2021 17 members 2 guests in attendance Start at Noon Lakeside Anchor Inn 

President: Ken Gerecke. Our May event was a big success.  Members need to step up to 
keep chapter alive.  Meeting held outside as Anchor iIn closed due to personal issues 

VP: Tony Mariani   stay tuned for June 20 meeting 

Secretary: pro temp Dan Henderson.  The minutes from last meeting as in newsletter were 
accepted  

Treasurer: Suzanne Seguin.  We are doing well after the event and Anchor Inn’s part 

Membership: Suzanne Seguin.  Membership continues to grow 

Sgt at Arms: Quiet Dan Shawback.   No problems 

Safety: Dan Henderson.  Thanks to Whistler for doing the booth at event so I could do photo-
graphs 

Delegate Report: Dan Henderson. Next state meeting June 12th in St. Augustine 

Legislative: Dan Henderson. Legislative sessions continuing.  Capital is starting to open up.   
Remember it will be an  election year get involved with local elections 

 

Public Relations: Dan Henderson.  Did a lot of online promotion for event and send to so 
many on Facebook 

Products: Suzanne Seguin.  Still issues getting t-shirts 

Old Business : 2nd round of nominations. PRESIDENT Snooze declined, Shannon  
considered and   declined, Nighthawk nominated Slo Motion.  VP Uncle Ron stepped up  
TREASUER  Suzanne will do  SECRETARY Nighthawk will do it. SGT-ARMS Quiet Dan    
accepted  MEMBERSHIP Suzanne may continue  PR/C   Slo Mo will do as Web & Newsletter  
SAFETY Slo Mo would prefer if someone else or at least help LEGISLATIVE Snooze will do 
with Slo Mo’s help DELEGATES Slo Mo and Road Dog accepted, anyone can go or be 

 alternative PRODUCTS need someone to do the job.  So looks like have a board so we can 
continue the chapter.  But we really do need more involvement from members 

New Business :  No new business but open board positions need to be filled so more 

volunteers are welcome to at June meeting.  Would at least help to have assistants to learn 
the jobs. 

Good of the Order:  Sunday May 30 is Southeasts chapter’s Memorial Day Event at Mickey’s  
Bar in Pompano.  Let us have a good turnout to support them as they did support our event. 

Meeting adjourned: 1:20 
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SUPPORT MEMBERS’ BUSINESSES  
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WHY JOIN ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.? 

ABATE is a non-profit  Motorcycle Rights Organization whose cause is to EDUCATE the  
government, motorcyclists and the general public on freedom, rights, road safety, and awareness of  
motorcycles on the road.  
REQUIREMENTS—must be at least 18 years of age. In does not matter what you own or even if 
you ride. You can be an independent or member of a club or association. All are welcome at meetings.   
JOIN FOR THE CAUSE. Everything is voluntary, we understand work and family comes first.  
We hope you can help in any small way, vote and spread the word.  
BENEFITS Your money is used to provide a lobbyist to the state and federal government to watch 
for our rights and freedom. The State MasterLink newsletter every 2 months  read it online. The chapter 
newsletter is available by the start of each moth online at palmbeach.abateflorida.com. There it is in 
color, with active Internet links and zoomable. Members get free classified ads in our newsletters.  
INSURANCE As an active member you have a $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment 
policy from American Income Life. We used get a card  in the mail from state office to register your 
beneficiary for ADD insurance. Be sure your family knows about the policy.  We have the form online 
and now included in membership form. We will get it to the ABATE of FL Inc. State office.  It does not 
have to be a motorcycle accident.  
  Be sure to renew in time so are always covered!   
MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE The State has arranged with Coastal Insurance Company to offer 
members up to 10% discount and $3000 parts and accessories coverage.  They are at 190 Hwy A1A 
Suite, Satellite Beach FL .  Agent Doug Guido’s phone is 888-596-2453. So these are two more options  
to compare with your company 

PRIVACY Your email, address and phone are never given out to anyone except State/Chapter execu-
tive board.    
EMAILINGS you can be added to a mass mailing which you can op to be removed at end of email.   
Local events are included and sometimes urgent matters may be included.  No one will see your email  
Postings are on our Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 
PHONE TEXT  another way to communicate with members.  Your phone number may be added to 
our text alert system  To change or add the chapter email is palmbeach.abateflorida@gmail.com  Our 
website is palmbeach.abateflorida.com 
 

Mail: ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter,  P.O. Box 530944, Lake Park, FL 33403  

Another benefit of chapter  membership in ABATE of FL Palm Beach is having a free business card in 
newsletter and free newsletter classified for items to sell or acquire. Support your brothers and sisters 
when possible,  Besides a $4.000 ADD insurance policy, we are looking into other benefits for mem-
bers. We are   always in need of more paid  advertisers so find any business to benefit from our low 
rates and support our newsletter and chapter.  

A.D.D. INSURANCE POLICY UPDATE  
We all realize the $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment insurance policy if one of the best benefits of  
being an ABATE member. That is one reason to keep your membership up to date. You MUST name someone to 
get the money in case of death to prevent taxes and being in probate court.  contact ABATE of FL. main office and  
 STATE OFFICE: ABATE OF Florida, Inc. PO Box 2520, Deland, FL 32721-2520  

 Phone: (386) 943-9610 Fax: same  Email: flabate@bellsouth.net  

Get your card at chapter meeting or our table at events.  Keep membership up to date  for the insurance  
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GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 

 

To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  

To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all  
motorcyclists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting  
3rd Sunday June 20 , 2021 Noon  

Chapter meetings 3rd Sunday NOON Lakeside Anchor Inn Lantana (Lake 

Worth) dining room. 2412 Floral Rd, Lantana west of I95 Hypoluxo exit north 

on Eastview Dr. to Floral Rd east .  Open to ALL so come learn about us.   

Come to June Meeting,  
    meet the new officers 


