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2020-2021 Board of Directors & Trustees 
PRESIDENT                     Ken “Snooze” Gerecke             561-389-6546  

VICE PRESIDENT            Tony “Wrench”  Mariani            561-319-8095  

SECRETARY                   Dan “Slo Mo” Henderson          561-702-9929 

TREASURER                      Suzanne “SushiQ” Seguin        786-574-1344 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS                “Quiet Dan” Shawback              561-818-1816 

ASST. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS     “Petee” Carroll                         561-284-1719           
MEMBERSHIP  TRUSTEE   Suzanne “SushiQ” Seguin        786-574-1344 

SAFETY DIRECTOR    Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson    561-702-9929 

LEGISLATIVE    Dan “Slo Mo” Henderson          561-702-9929 

NEWSLETTER/WEBMASTER Dan “Slo Mo” Henderson          561-702-9929 

STATE DELEGATE    Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson    561-702-9929 

STATE DELEGATE    Ken “Snooze” Gerecke             561-389-6546  

PR/COMM  TRUSTEE     Dan “Slo Mo” Henderson          561-702-9929 

PRODUCTS TRUSTEE    Suzanne “SushiQ” Seguin        786-574-1344 

Our Email is palmbeach.abateflorida@gmail.com   
Put in the subject: ABATE and the officer to whom should see it and 

what about to so that message is directed right 
Mailing Address  

ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 530944 

Lake Park, FL 33403  

Our website is palmbeach.abateflorida.com  

DISCLAIMER 

This official publication of ABATE of Florida, Inc., 
Palm Beach Chapter accepts no  

responsibility for the comments, advertisers or 
opinions contained in this publication 

The submission deadline for all material for  
publication is after the third weekend of month or 

earlier for on time completion  

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 

This newsletter is the monthly publication of 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. Palm Beach Chapter  

published monthly 12 times a year  
ABATE of  Florida Inc 

Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 530944 

Lake Park, FL 33403  
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https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

EDITORIAL 
GUIDELINES 

You are encouraged to  

submit letters about 

ABATE related to events, 

articles, photographs,  

commentaries, etc. Please 

do not submit slanderous 

nor accusing letters,  

profanity nor nudity.  

Abate of Florida, Inc., 

will not accept any  

advertising that  

discriminates against any 

type of motorcyclist 

President’s Message 
Ken Gerecke  

  Well its may now and you know what that means yep hotter days and 
more rain so be careful out there everyone and ride safe ! 

 I don't know if any of you have had a chance to check out any of the 
new pod casts by ABATE of Florida or not but they are not bad and are 
loaded with good info. Just go to YouTube and check it out.it.  It is a 
great way to stay informed about what is going on in Tallahassee and 
how it effects you and you chapter, as well as how it effects your safety 
on the road. 

      Also at our May chapter meeting we will be doing another round of 
officer and trustee nominations these are very important to our chapters 
survival.  You see we need members to step up and volunteer for these 
positions because if they don't we will be done as a chapter. So please i 
urge everyone to think about taking on one of these positions. Don't just 
sit there and say oh someone else will do it. Get involved with your 
chapter, put some time in and help out if you can. After all you just can’t 
expect the same people to do it year after year, that's just not fair ! Please 
if you know someone who is a member and does not attend our monthly 
meeting let them know about these nominations. Maybe they would like 
to be more involved with the chapter so ask them or better yet bring them 
to our meeting on the third Sunday in May at the Lakeside Anchor Inn at 
12:00 pm 

     NCOM convention will be held in Des Moines Iowa July 23rd-25th 

     Tallahassee was canceled for 2021 but the ride to the capital and state 
meeting is set for February 13th and 14th 2022  

      Ride Safe Ride Smart !! 

              SNOOZE  
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UPCOMING Event Schedule  All events subject to change 

Sat. nights Fly n Wheels Open House 

Tuesday and Saturday Lone Legion Happy hour 

Wednesday Bike Night  Gorilla Motors  at Johnny Qs 

Sunday May 2 ABATE Palm Beach celebrates Motorcycle Awareness 1-5 pm 
Lakeside Anchor Inn Lantana 

Sat. May 8 3rd Tradition Annual 

Thursday May 13 Bike night at Handlebars ( old Judy’s) Tequesta  

Friday May 14 AOA & Black Piston’s WPB Open House  
 

May 16 Bikers Count Back off Nationwide United Ride ONLINE 

 

3rd Sunday May 16 Palm Beach Chapter Meeting ABATE of FL. Inc.  NOON  
Our meeting will be in the dining room of Lakeside Anchor Inn 2412 Floral Rd, Lantana  
West of I95  Hypoluxo exit, north on Eastview Dr to right on Floral Road 

 

Sat. May 22 ABATE Lake county “Can you see me now” ride 

 

HOPEFULLY Thurs. May 27 Turboz Custom Cycles Bike Night 7-10 PM Ralph's Stand 
Up Bar Jupiter  
 

May 28 to 30 Full Throttle Expo Tampa 

 

Friday May 28 Lone Legion Brotherhood Open House 

 

Sunday May 30 Southeast ABATE Memorial Day Event Noon to 5 Mickey’s Pompano 

 

 

June 12– 20 Laconia Motorcycle Week 

 

3rd Sunday June 20 Palm Beach Chapter Meeting ABATE of FL. Inc.  NOON  
Our meeting will be in the dining room of Lakeside Anchor Inn 2412 Floral Rd, Lantana 
West of I95 Hypoluxo exit, north on Eastview Dr to right on Floral Road 
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Women's Motorcycle Tours Announces Cycle 
Gear Sponsorship 

Cycle Gear will also provide marketing support to increase visibility and reach for 2021 Suffra-
gists Centennial Motorcycle Ride 

 NORTH CAROLINA,  April 21, 2021 - Women's Motorcycle Tours welcomes Cycle 
Gear as a sponsor of the Suffragists Centennial Motorcycle Ride (SCMR2021). Cycle Gear will 
provide digital marketing support to promote the SCMR2021 to its large customer base 
throughout the USA. Cycle Gear employees throughout the country, in both retail and non-

retail roles, are invited to participate in the nationwide event.  
 "I am thrilled that Cycle Gear is joining us in supporting our lady riders," said event pro-
ducer Alisa Clickenger. "Since 1974 Cycle Gear has been providing accessories, gear and 
parts for riders of all makes and models of motorcycles. They're the perfect partner for our mul-
ti-brand, inclusive event."  
 The Cycle Gear brand will be leveraging its unique and vast reach to help Women's 
Motorcycle Tours gain exposure, awareness, and interest in the nationwide, month-long event 
happening in August. Cycle Gear will actively promote the Centennial Ride through several 
media, including information distribution to current email subscribers and digital P.O.S. dis-
plays on their e-commerce storefronts. Reciprocally, Centennial Ride registrants are encour-
aged to stop at Cycle Gear locations along the route to outfit themselves with any part, gear, or 
accessories needed to make their cross-country ride more comfortable. Some Cycle Gear lo-
cations even offer installation and tire change services in-house to quickly get riders back on 
the road. 
 Cycle Gear is part of the Comoto Family of Brands, America’s largest and fastest grow-
ing omni-channel platform in the powersports aftermarket-products industry. Dedicated to ad-
vancing the experience of moto enthusiasts and sharing the joy of life on two wheels with as 
many people as possible, Comoto is encouraging all of its team members to participate in, cel-
ebrate, and support this inspiring event. Comoto team members can solidify their relationships 
with current and future customers by promoting the event, participating in the ride, and joining 
in the grand finale celebration at the Women's Motorcycle Conference in Arlington, VA on Au-
gust 19-22, 2021. 
 "We’re committed to breaking the stereotypes and misconceptions about the riding 
community,” said Ken Murphy, Comoto CEO. “One of our Core Values is Share the Road. It’s 
not just about treating people with respect; it’s a commitment to actively work to create an equi-
table and inclusive environment for riders and aspiring riders of all walks of life. Supporting the 
Suffragists Centennial Motorcycle Ride is an excellent opportunity to shine a spotlight on wom-
en who ride and hopefully encourage more women and girls to follow in their steps.”      
 Cycle Gear, by design, is inclusive of all riders. The brand appeals to a traditional audi-
ence as well as ever-evolving and newly emerging groups like younger riders, women, minori-
ties, and less affluent demographics. Cycle Gear’s constant efforts to provide valuable prod-
ucts and services to riders of all backgrounds closely align with the Centennial Ride's guiding 
principles of unity, community and the freedom of the road. 
 "With 151 stores in 38 states, and with their terrific customer service, they’re the perfect 
partner for our expansive and historic cross-country event," said Clickenger. 
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ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement     
WHO WE ARE  

 We are a non-profit organization of motorcycle enthusiasts from all walks of life. We lobby and 
educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and positive image. 
We endeavor to enlist the cooperation and participation of all organizations and individuals that share a 
similar interest in preserving our  American tradition of FREEDOM. We promote motorcycle safety, 
training, & political awareness. We ARE NOT A CLUB NOR A GANG. We fund our work through 
events, toy runs, poker runs, campouts, and other motorcycle  activities. We are your neighbors & 
friends who work, pay taxes, and get involved with our community. We serve and support our country 
and believe in freedom. We use all legal means to protect our rights without infringing on the rights of 
others. We are Pro-choice NOT anti– helmet, it is up to you to decide. 

OUR GOALS 

To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning the motorcyclist. 
To promote the safe riding habits without infringing on individual freedoms. 
To motivate the bikers to write letters to legislators before, during, and after the legislative session. 
To furnish  a newsletter to keep all bikers informed in regards to upcoming legislation. 

     MEMBERSHIP  
When you become a member of ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. you are helping make a difference in the 
ongoing mission to protect your right to ride and enjoy the motorcycle of your choice, your choice of 
riding apparel, and when and where you can ride a motorcycle. These are issues that are real and present 
in today’s “protect yourself from yourself” political environment. This holds true for all levels of  
government.  There will always be those who see our love for motorcycling as a negative and will try 
any means to control and if possible prohibit motorcycle use. 
 On the local level our members get out the vote and support candidates who are sympathetic to 
our issues. We also will endeavor to lobby local governments whenever there are issues that need to be 
addressed, affecting local  motorcycle use, ownership, and any discrimination that may result from said 
use of ownership. 
 At the state level we have a paid registered lobbyist who regularly visits our state capital in  
Tallahassee to lobby our legislators on the issues concerning the motorcycling public in Florida. He also 
finds reliable House and Senate sponsors for the bills we support.  On the national level we are aligned 
with Motorcycle Riders Foundations (MRF), and the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), 
along with several other international motorcycle rights organizations (MRO’s). 
 As one can see we have our ear to the ground and our resolve tempered like steel.  As Ameri-
cans we have had it demonstrated to us time and again the vigilance is armor of free men and women.  
We shall not let the armor rust or weaken.  With your support we can re-enforce and strengthen the  
armor for now and generations to come. 
What else do you get with your membership? All members receive with their paid membership, the 
Membership Card, Event Discounts and Updates, Voting Privileges, Free Newsletter Classified  
Advertisements, a Chapter Newsletter, and a free $4,000 Accidental Death or Dismemberment  
Insurance Policy from the American Income Life Insurance Company. 
 Memberships are open to anyone 18 years of age or older, no matter what type of motorcycle 
you ride, if any at all!  We welcome all riders—in clubs, associations, independents, and sport riders to 
join us. 
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 About the Suffragists Centennial Motorcycle Ride (SCMR2021): 
 The SCMR2021 is an AMA-sanctioned nationwide event celebrating the centennial of 
the 19th Amendment, women’s right to vote. In August of 2021, hundreds of female motorcy-
cle riders will join the celebration in one of 13 cities across the U.S.A. Women and men can 
join the Centennial Celebration in any number of cities around the USA on August 20-21. Pro-
duced by Alisa Clickenger of Women’s Motorcycle Tours, the SCMR2021 is a non-political 
event celebrating the guiding principles of unity, community and freedom of the road. The 
SCMR2021 ends at the Women's Motorcycle Festival and Conference in Arlington, Virginia on 
August 19-22, 2021. https://centennialride.com/  
About Alisa Clickenger  Alisa is a motorcycle traveler, bestselling author, speaker and 
community builder. Alisa started her company Women's Motorcycle Tours in 2011, and the 
Women's Motorcycle Conferences in 2020. Alisa's book Boost Your Confidence Through Mo-
torcycling: A Woman's Guide to Being Your Best Self On and Off the Bike became an Ama-
zon.com #1 Bestseller. In 2019 Alisa was named a Dealernews Top 100 Leader in Pow-
ersports and was also named to the Women Riders Now Leadership Board. Alisa’s personal 
mission is to support and empower other riders, particularly women, to become their best 
selves and create confident, kickass lives they love. www.AlisaClickenger.com   
About Women's Motorcycle Tours 

Women’s Motorcycle Tours (WMT) is a female-owned motorcycle experience company exclu-
sively focused on women. WMT offers life-changing motorcycle experiences, moto mindset 
coaching and bespoke motorcycle tours throughout the United States and the world. With 
years of event planning experience and hundreds of thousands of miles behind them, the team 
at Women’s Motorcycle Tours understands the power and excitement that epic journeys offer. 
The camaraderie and friendships that form over the course of their tours have proven to 
change lives, establish life-long friendships, and bring families together in a way that only rid-
ing motorcycles can.  www.womensmotorcycletours.com  #ByWomenForWomen  

Prince’s car and motorcycle collec-
tion was as unique as the late pop 
star CLASSICCARS.COM APRIL 
21, 2021 

Purple Rain" Hondamatic 
CM400A 

Prince’s Purple Rain motorcycle | 
Escape The most iconic piece in 
Prince’s collection isn’t a car but his 
purple Honda motorcycle named 
Purple Rain after one of his most 
popular songs. 
We see Prince ride this flashy bike 
in his 1984 semi-autobiographical 
film also titled "Purple Rain." 
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OUR NEWSLETTERS  are best viewed at palmbeach.abateflorida.com as most timely  (by the first of 
month), in full color, and with active Internet links to stories, etc., of  interest.  And for us with older 
eyes, can be zoomed in without magnifying glasses. We do need our advertisers, donations and more 
members to be able print and distribute more copies to the county for motorcyclists to be aware of the 
issues facing us.  So please join in and let us know of good places to put them in. Issues can be mailed to 
members if no Internet access.  Non-members can buy a subscription for $20 a year but the other two 
methods are faster as it takes more time  and cost to get mailings done.   

Advertisers 
Online 

Tell them you saw ad 
in Palm Beach ABATE  

Newsletter! 
 

We need help in getting 
more advertisers to support 

the  
production of our newsletter. 

Our rates are great so 
spread the word so can con-

tinue to  
expand distribution to the  
general public and riders 

Printed copies can be picked 
up at meeting and events 

table  

Free Monthly business card 
ad for a member  Send in 

scan of card or better, bring to 
Chapter meeting  

We are in need of more 
advertisers to be able to 

print more copies 

Please Pay for your 
Event to be Included and 

Support us 

Palm Beach Chapter 
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DELEGATE  REPORT  
STATE  

MEETINGS  

Host Chapter Host Chapter Host Chapter Host Chapter     
& Location& Location& Location& Location 

 

2021 State Meetings 

Ft. McCoy  April 10 

June 12 Vintage St. Aug 

August 14  Lake 

October 9Gulf Coast 

Dec. 11 Peace River 

Sunday Feb. 13 meeting 

Tallahassee Monday 14 

Ride to the Capital 

 ABATE of FL Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

GBNF 

 Ed “Gunner” Bassett 
Frank “Pipes” Cook 

 Robert “Torch” Lyle 

 Niurka Crespo 

 Phil Moore 

 Michael Steffy  
Bill Klawsnik 

Gregg Lehman 

Tom “Ramblin’Man”  
Botticelli 

Karen Watkins 

“Bones” Maurice Clark 

Danny Palm 

  

Changes to Poker Runs not needing insurance since the riders are 
on their own.  To cover the web costs and the NSF legislative 
news, each chapter will pay $15 a month or opt $180 for the year. 
All   reports must be sent to the new State Office PO box 614  
Cantonment, FL 32533-0614. For the treasurer this includes Excel 
spreadsheets and bank statements emailed to  
flabatestatetreasurer@gmail.com .  All chapters need to sell the 
gun    drawing tickets.  We got 3 books to start.  Next month 
ABATE of FL Inc. will celebrate its 40th anniversary.   
 

Our YouTube blog is going great, getting likes beyond local.   
Continue to watch, like and share them.  State meeting recaps are 
included, along with training videos for chapter officers.   Popular 
ones are “why we fight” and member benefits.  Our present       
Sergeant-at-Arms will be moving back to Ohio so a replacement 
will be named.  Memberships awards ae: Highest growth January 
Treasure Coast, February Polk and Most New members January 
Southeast and February Forest. The Proclamation that May is    
Motorcycle Awareness Month is processing.  The views on State 
Facebook is increasing so keep liking and sharing it. 
 

The Legislative sessions end April 30 and I doubt there will be any 
extensions.  I asked if these “closed” meetings were against the 
Florida Sunshine Law, but they said meetings were viewable in 
Zoom.  HB 2489 Safety Money passed first committee. VRU bills 
SB278 and HB1643 are both waiting on committees.  Likely not 
many bills will pass due to COVID concerns.  The amount of the 
budget has been debated, but they found two billion.  Legislators 
will be home after that and we should try to see them. With elec-
tions coming, going to try to get to them more.  Was thinking of 
inviting to our event. 
 

NCOM will have its national meeting July 23 -25 in Des Moines 
Iowa.  I have a flyer if anyone is interested.  Hopefully Tallahassee 
will be open for next year’s state meeting February 13 and Ride to 
the Capital 14th.  Applications to host 2022 state meetings will be 
taken in the August meeting. We got new forms for event/meetings 
sign in so the Covid form will not be needed.  Lake chapter told us 
the date of Leesburg Bikefest has been changed again to November 
12 & 13.  They will try to have the campground.  The June State 
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meeting is being hosted by Vintage in St. Augustine.  The meeting is at a different place than 
the last two years.  The hotel is the same, the Ponce.  Rate is $119 if made before May 13, after 
$239.  This is a four hour drive so might be a two day trip. I’m looking for a less expense place 
to stay. There is a Days Inn across the street.  If you are thinking of going let me know ASAP. 

First Coast nonprofit hopes to bring awareness to motorcycle safety 
According to the Florida highway safety and motor vehicles, so far, there have been over 2,000 
motorcycle accidents and 144 motorcycle fatalities in Florida in 2021. 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — A local nonprofit called One Love-See Us on 2s is bringing 
awareness to motorcycle safety and letting others know the importance of recognizing those 
around you while driving. 
 In 2018, there were over 500 fatal motorcycle accidents, according to Ride Smart  
Florida. That is why the One love organization has made it their mission to remind people to 
watch their surroundings on the road. 
 “It’s really about loving your life on two wheels and wanting to come home to people 
and having that one love for the people you love," said Charliy Steel, who lost loved ones in 
motorcycle accidents. 
Motorcycle activists coming together and supporting one another financially and emotionally. 
 “We want to make it easier for people to come home safely, and we want to be on the 
forefront when there is an accident," said Jessica Herrin, president of One Love.  
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Herrin said her organization began this year when her close friend named Smoke died in a 
motorcycle accident, leaving behind his girlfriend and an unborn child. 
              “We started by doing a memorial ride raising funds and I did custom shirts," said Herrin. 
According to the Florida Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, this year in Florida, there have 
been over 2,000 motorcycle accidents and 144 motorcycle fatalities. 
 Steel says people need to watch their surroundings while riding. 
 “Were people too and just because we choose to ride two wheels doesn’t mean that 
we’re not important on the road," said Steel. 
If you would like to donate to One Love and help out a fallen rider, you can tap here.   
https://www.firstcoastnews.com/article/news/local/first-coast-nonprofit-hopes-to-bring-

awareness-to-motorcycle-safety-florida/77-a842b1c4-463b-4e3f-b7cc-8d50052f1bc0  

Segway unveils Tron-like Apex hydrogen-electric motorcycle 
Once known only for their eponymous two-wheeled 
self-balancing personal  
transporter, Segway has hit news again this week 
after the company revealed on its website the Seg-
way Apex H2 

hydrogen-electric motorcycle. 
 Details are sparse for the Apex H2, with no 
apparent press release available anywhere within 
the geo-located hellhole that is the Segway and par-
ent company Ninebot webpages, and only a Chinese
-language product page that cannot be translated by 
Google because the page is made up entirely of im-
ages. Nevertheless, some obvious specifics are 
available including a claimed top speed of 150km/h, 

acceleration from 0-100 in only 4 seconds, and a power output of 60kW (80hp). 
  More impressive still, the Segway Apex H2 is currently listed at a surprisingly low price 
of only ¥69,999. 
 Given that Segway was acquired in 2015 by Beijing-based transportation start-up 
Ninebot, the ¥ symbol referenced is therefore surely that of the Chinese Yuan, rather than the 
Japanese Yen, and therefore puts the Apex H2 at around $AU14,000, a remarkably low price 
for a kitted-out hydrogen-electric bike like this. 
 The design, which certainly bears the hallmark sleek and LED style of the light cycles 
from the Tron movies, includes two single-sided swingarms which, at the right angle, makes it 
look as if the Apex H2’s wheels are hovering in place. 
  Running on a hydrogen fuel-cell powertrain is a potentially troublesome yet exciting 
option, providing hopefully refillable or swappable green hydrogen power but, at the same 
time, requiring the infrastructure necessary, which at the moment is no sure thing. 
 Nevertheless, it appears Segway isn’t just tilting at windmills with the Apex H2 and has 
set a two-year timeline before deliveries in 2023, with free signup available here. 
https://thedriven.io/2021/04/15/segway-unveils-tron-like-apex-hydrogen-electric-motorcycle/   
https://www.cnet.com/roadshow/news/segway-tron-motorcycle-hydrogen/  
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SUPPORT MEMBERS’ BUSINESSES  
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WEEKLY EVENTS 
Subject to change and updates due 
to COVID and Govt mandates 
 
Tues  6-11 Lone Legion Brother-
hood Happy Hour 
2nd Tues Jupiter Moose Bike Night 
  
Wed Bike Night with Gorilla Motors  
Johnny Q’s 6:30– 10 3801 19th Ave 
N Palm Springs FL 
Wed Pirates Well Bike Night  
9477 Alt. A1A Lake Park TBA 
 
2nd Thurs Handlebars US1  
Tequesta 6 PM (old Judy’s) 
3rd Thurs Palm Beach Harley  
dealership Bike Night 

Last Thurs Turboz/Ralph’s Bike 
Night Jupiter  When bars open 
 
1st Fri Enforcers MC Party 
2nd Fri AOA WPB  and Black  
Pistons WPB Open House 
3rd  Fri  Outcast MC  Hang Out 
656 MLK Jr Blvd Riviera Bch 8PM 
4th Fri  Lone  Legion MC  
Brotherhood Open House 
 
SAT HOG Morning  Palm Beach 
Harley and often other events and 
bikini bike washes Grill Days 
SAT Lone Legion Happy Hour 
SAT night Fly n Wheels Open 
House 
Sat PBH Abacoa Concert Series 
7:30 to 10 pm 
 
SUNDAY usually something at 
Palm Beach Harley  
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ABATE of FL 
Inc. PALM 

BEACH 

CHAPTER  
Chapter meetings 3rd 

Sunday NOON 

Lakeside Anchor Inn 

dining room. 2412 

Floral Rd, Lantana 

west of I95 Hypo-

luxo exit north on 

Eastview Dr. to Flo-

ral Rd east .  Open to 

ALL so come learn 

about us.  Meetings  

usually less than an 

hour 

2021 

1st Sunday May 2 

Awareness Party 

3rd Sunday May 16 

3rd Sunday June 20 

3rd Sunday July 18 

3rd Sunday Aug. 22 

3rd Sunday Sept. 19 

3rd Sunday Oct. 17 

3rd Sunday Nov. 21 

3rd Sunday Dec. 19 

Nov. 12 –13 
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May 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

2 
PB ABATE 
celebrates 
Motorcycle 
Awareness 

3 4 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

5 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

6 7 8 
3rd Tradition 
Annual 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

9 
 

10 11 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

12 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

13 
Bike Night 
Handlebars 
Tequesta  

14 
AOA & Black 
Pistons Open 
House  
  

15 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

16 
ABATE PB  
Chapter 
Meeting  

17 18 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

19 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

20 
Bike Night 
Palm Bch HD 
dealership 

21 
Bike Night  
Outcast MC 

22 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

23 
 

24 25 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

26 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 
  

27 

Turbos Bike 
Night  at 
Ralph’s may 
be back 

28 
Full Throttle 
Expo  
Clearwater 
Lone Legion 
Open House  
  

29 
Full Throttle 
Expo  
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

30 
SE ABATE 
Memorial 
Day Party  
Full Throttle 
Expo  
Clearwater  

31 
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June 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

3 4 5 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

6 
 

7 8 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

9 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

10 
Bike Night 
Handlebars 
Tequesta  

11 
AOA & Black 
Pistons Open 
House  
  

12 
ABATE FL  
State 
Meeting  
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
Fly n Wheels 

13 
LACONIA 

14 
LACONIA 

15 
LACONIA 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

 

16 
LACONIA 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

 

17 
LACONIA 

Bike Night 
Palm Bch HD 
dealership 

18 
LACONIA 
Bike Night  
Outcast MC 

 

19 
LACONIA 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

 

20 
ABATE PB  
Chapter 
Meeting  
LACONIA  

 

21 22 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

23 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

24 
Turbos Bike 
Night  at 
Ralph’s  

25 
Lone Legion 
Open House  

26 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

27 
 

28 29 
Lone Legion 
Happy Hour 

30 
Bike Night 
Gorilla  
Motors at 
Johnny Q’s 

   



 

20  ISSUE 189  2021-5           The CHROME CHRONICLES                      MAY   2021 

Precinct Finder (https://www.pbcelections.org/) Palm Beach Elections Site  - put in your address and 
get ALL your Election Information and look under My Districts for your representatives. In these 
sidebars Underlined District # , names link in the online version. 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

FEDERAL 

 U.S. Senators 
 Marco Rubio 

 Rick Scott 
 

U.S. HOUSE 
 

District 18 

      Brian Mast (R) 
 

District 20 

     Alcee Hastings 

  

District 21 

     Lois Frankel 
  

District 22 

     Ted Deutch 

  

Palm  Beach County 

FL House of 
Representatives 
 
D81  Kelly Skidmore (D) 
850-717-5081 Tallahassee 

561-470-2086 Boca/Belle Glade 

  

D82  John Snyder (R) 
850-717-5082 Tallahassee 

772-545-3481 Hove Sound 

  

D85  Rich Roth (R) 
850-717-5085 Tallahassee 

561-625-5176 Palm Bch Garden 

  

D86  Matt Willhite (D) 
850-717-5086 Tallahassee 

561-791-4071(2) WPB 

  

D87  David Silvers (D) 
850-717-5085 Tallahassee 

561-352-4824 West Palm Beach 

  

D88  Omari Hardy  (D) 
850-717-5088 Tallahassee 

561-650-6846 West Palm Bch 

  

D89   Mike Caruso  (R) 
850-717-5089Tallahassee 

561-750-2396 Boca Raton 

  

D90   Joseph A. Casello (D) 
850-717-5090 Tallahassee 

561-374-7850 Boynton Bch 

  

D91   Emily Slosberg (D) 
850-717-5087 Tallahassee 

561-496-5940 Delray Beach 

Palm Beach County 

FL Senators  
 

D25   Gayle Harrell (R) 
850-487-5025 Tallahassee 

772-221-4019  Stuart 
 

D29 Tina Scott Polsky (D) 
850-487-5029 Tallahassee 

561-443-8170 Boca Raton 

  

D30   Bobby Powell (D) 
850-487-500 Tallahassee 

561-650-6880 WP Bch 

  

D31  Lori Berman (D) 
850-487-5031 Tallahassee 

561-292-6014 Boynton 

Recap and analysis in state govern-
ment and politics 

LAWMAKERS REVIVE, PASS 
TRANSGENDER ATHLETE BAN 
April 28, Dara Kam 

With Democrats decrying the “eleventh
-hour” move, the Florida House and 
Senate on Wednesday revived and 
passed a controversial plan that would 
ban transgender female athletes from 
competing on high-school girls’ and 
college women’s sports teams. The 
House tucked the transgender athlete 
proposal into an education measure 
and sent the revamped bill to the Sen-
ate. The Senate signed off on the pro-
posal in a 23-16 vote late Wednesday, 
with one Republican --- Gayle Harrell 
of Stuart --- crossing party lines to join 
Democrats in opposition to the bill. Un-
der the measure on its way to Gov. 
Ron DeSantis, female students’ eligi-
bility for sports teams would be based 
on their “biological sex” on birth certifi-
cates issued “at or near the time of the 
student’s birth.” A stand-alone Senate 
bill aimed at preventing transgender 
athetes from competing on girls’ and 
women’s teams stalled last week. But 
the issue re-emerged Wednesday as 
an amendment to the education bill 
(SB 1028) and quickly passed. The 
transgender athlete issue has sparked 
some of the most-fierce debates of the 
2021 legislative session, with critics 
arguing that a ban would target youths 
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who are already at risk for suicide, ostracizing and bullying. 
SENATE DEMOCRATIC LEADER OUSTED April 28, Ryan Dailey  

Florida Senate Democrats voted Wednesday to oust Minority Leader Gary Farmer with just 
days left in the legislative session, deciding to replace him with Sen. Lauren Book, D-

Plantation. Less than six months after Farmer, D-Lighthouse Point, formally took the leader-
ship post in November, Democratic senators cast a unanimous vote of no confidence. 
Wednesday’s ouster came after years of tension between Farmer and Book, who was chosen 
last week to lead Senate Democrats following the November 2022 elections. Instead, she was 
tapped to assume the leadership position more than a year ahead of schedule. 
HOUSE BACKS CONTROVERSIAL ELECTIONS CHANGES April 28, Dara Kam, Jim Saun-
ders 

With two days left to reach agreement with the Senate, the Republican-controlled Florida 
House on Wednesday approved a major elections package that includes placing additional 
restrictions on voting by mail. The attempt to change elections laws is one of the most-
controversial issues of the 2021 legislative session, which will end Friday. Republicans con-
tend changes are needed to ensure election security, while Democrats say the proposals are a 
partisan power grab. “Why can’t we just let the people vote?” Rep. Dotie Joseph, D-North Mi-
ami, asked at one point during a lengthy, sometime-heated debate Wednesday. But Republi-
cans said that, while Florida had smooth 2020 elections, lawmakers need to make changes to 
make sure the state doesn’t face future problems. They disputed that the proposal would limit 
voting. “This bill does everything to continue integrity in our process,” House Public Integrity & 
Elections Chairwoman Erin Grall, R-Vero Beach, said. House members voted 77-40 along par-
ty lines to approve the bill (SB 90). While the Senate passed the bill Monday, the measure will 
have to go back to the Senate because the House made changes. Senate Ethics and Elec-
tions Chairman Dennis Baxley, R-Ocala, indicated Wednesday he was confident the House 
and Senate will work out the differences. 
VACCINE ‘PASSPORT’ BAN CLEARS HOUSE April 28, Jim Turner 
With a key lawmaker saying he recognizes that vaccine hesitancy is “real and understanda-
ble,” the Florida House on Wednesday approved a measure that would limit local emergency 
orders and make permanent Gov. Ron DeSantis’ executive order barring COVID-19 vaccine 
“passports.” The House voted 76-40 to approve the proposal (SB 2006), which Pandemics & 
Public Emergencies Committee Chairman Tom Leek, R-Ormond Beach, said would prepare 
Florida for the next public-health emergency while striking a “delicate balance between protect-
ing people and protecting people's civil liberties.” “We have vaccines, through some miracle of 
science, that work. We also must recognize that COVID-19 vaccines don't have the same 
proven history as the same vaccines we require our schoolchildren to get,” Leek said. “We 
must recognize that vaccine hesitancy is real and understandable. Don't get me wrong. For all 
of you in this room, for all of you who are listening out there, get vaccinated. Please get vac-
cinated. Let's return to normal. But recognize that it is fair for a certain segment of our commu-
nity to be hesitant about getting the vaccine.” Democrats countered that the measure would 
delay Florida’s ability to return to normalcy during the COVID-19 pandemic. COVID-19 pass-
ports could be used to show people have been vaccinated before entering places such as 
businesses or schools. 
SENATE MOVES QUICKLY ON POLICING BILL April 27, Ryan Dailey 

A late-session push by the Florida House to require new training standards for police officers is 
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ready to go to the Senate floor this week after unanimously passing the House. The proposal 
(HB 7051), in part, would place restrictions on when police officers can use chokeholds and 
would require officers’ training to include “alternatives to use of force, including de-escalation 
techniques.” The Senate  Rules Committee held a meeting Tuesday specifically to consider the 
bill, approving it in a 17-0 vote. Rules Chairwoman Kathleen Passidomo, R-Naples, said the bill 
likely will be considered on the Senate floor Thursday, the next-to-last day of the legislative 
session. The House voted 113-0 on Monday to pass the measure, sponsored by Rep. Cord 
Byrd, R-Neptune Beach, and Rep. Fentrice Driskell, D-Tampa. The legislation is a response to 
the nationwide debate on policing practices after the killing of George Floyd, a Black man, by a 
Minneapolis police officer in May. Lawmakers said Tuesday the bill is a “starting point.” “I think 
that it would be horrible if we didn’t have some type of legislation that’s coming to say, ‘Well, 
we recognize what’s going on in society … and we’re trying to address it,’” Sen. Perry 
Thurston, D-Fort Lauderdale, said. Thurston, who is Black, said he is “still concerned” when he 
thinks about potential interactions between police and his nearly 30-year-old son. “This (bill) is 
something hopefully that’s going to benefit the community and save lives,” Thurston said. “We 
don’t want police encounters to be life-threatening situations.” New training standards for offic-
ers under the bill would be required to include a “duty to intervene in another officer's exces-
sive use of force,” and a “duty to render medical assistance following use of force.” 
ADVANCES: WEEK OF APRIL 25, 2021 April 23, 2021     NSF Staff 
TALLAHASSEE --- Every legislative session is different. But this one has been, well, really dif-
ferent. 

With the House and Senate seeking to prevent the spread of COVID-19, the Capitol 
has been a ghost town. No lobbyists packing meeting rooms. No crowded elevators. No noisy 
protests. 
Some things, though, never change. Like the final-week buzz as lawmakers rush to pass major 
bills and push out a budget for the coming year. 
The Legislature on Monday will start the final week of the 60-day regular session with a plateful 
of big issues still to be resolved. The biggest is a roughly $100 billion budget that is expected 
to thud on lawmakers’ desks sometime early in the week. 
But other issues also will get attention, including proposals to revamp election laws, do away 
with the no-fault auto insurance system and expand school vouchers. 
And if that’s not enough, stay tuned because lawmakers will be back on May 17 to start a spe-
cial session about gambling issues. 
HOUSE TO TAKE UP NO-FAULT REPEAL April 21, 2021     NSF Staff 
The Florida House is slated Friday to take up a proposal that would repeal the state’s no-fault 
auto insurance system. For years, lawmakers have debated doing away with the no-fault sys-
tem --- and its requirement that motorists carry $10,000 in personal-injury protection, or PIP, 
coverage. The Senate last week voted 38-1 to pass its version of the repeal (SB 54), a priority 
of Senate President Wilton Simpson, R-Trilby. The House has scheduled its version (HB 719) 
to be considered Friday on the House floor. Under the proposals, motorists would be required 
to carry bodily-injury coverage, which many motorists already have. House sponsor Erin Grall, 
R-Vero Beach, said this week that costs should decrease for the majority of motorists who cur-
rently have PIP and bodily injury coverage. But insurance-industry lobbyists contend the bill 
would lead to rate increases for motorists who, for example, only have PIP coverage. The 
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House and Senate bills differ over an issue about what is known as medical payments, or 
“med-pay,” coverage. The Senate would require motorists to carry $5,000 in med-pay cover-
age, while Grall wants to allow motorists to have an “opt out” choice on $5,000 to $10,000 in 
med-pay coverage. 
EMANCIPATION DAY, JUNETEENTH EYED FOR HOLIDAYS April 21, 2021      NSF Staff 
A bill that would expand a list of legal holidays in Florida is headed back to the House, after 
the Senate on Wednesday added two days linked to the end of slavery. The Senate voted 39-

0 on Wednesday to approve the amended bill (HB 1553). The House last week unanimously 
passed the measure to establish a “Victims of Communism Day” that would be observed each 
Nov. 7. The proposal, in part, would require students to be taught each year about how people 
have suffered and died under communist regimes. On Wednesday, Sen. Randolph Bracy, R-

Ocoee, proposed adding two days to the measure: Emancipation Day on May 20 and 
Juneteenth Day on June 19. Emancipation from slavery in Florida was proclaimed on May 20, 
1865. Juneteenth marks the announcement of the end of slavery reaching all Confederate 
states. Legal holidays are not paid holidays. Florida has legal holidays marking the birthdays 
of Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee, Confederate President Jefferson Davis and women’s 
rights activist Susan B. Anthony, Confederate Memorial Day, Good Friday, Flag Day and Pas-
cua Florida Day, which marks the 1513 arrival in Florida of Juan Ponce de Leon. 
HOUSE SIGNS OFF ON SCHOOL BOARD TERM LIMITS April 21, 2021   NSF Staff 
The Florida House on Wednesday passed a measure that would ask voters in 2022 to impose 
eight-year term limits on county school board members. The House voted 87-30 to approve 
the proposed constitutional amendment (HJR 1461). If ultimately passed by voters, the meas-
ure would prevent school board members from seeking re-election if “by the end of his or her 
current term of office, the person will have served, or but for resignation would have served, in 
that office for eight consecutive years.” House sponsor Sam Garrison, R-Fleming Island, said 
Wednesday that term limits would bring a “culture of accountability” to school boards. Several 
House Democrats argued, however, that the decision to impose term limits should be made at 
the local level, not through a statewide constitutional amendment. “Simply because term limits 
work for one community does not mean that it works for other communities,” said Rep. Tracie 
Davis, D-Jacksonville. Rep. Omari Hardy, D-West Palm Beach, asserted that limiting school 
board members’ terms would create a power imbalance favoring, for example, lobbyists. Garri-
son said voters could simply reject the proposed constitutional amendment if they don’t agree 
with it. “Only in Tallahassee could a referendum explicitly giving all voters of the state a choice 
on whether to impose term limits be considered anti-choice,” Garrison said. A similar Senate 
proposal (SJR 1642) sponsored by Sarasota Republican Joe Gruters has not been heard in 
committees. The legislative session is scheduled to end April 30. 
BACKROOM BRIEFING: TURNING THE CHANNEL 

April 22, 2021   Jim Saunders    Jim Turner 
TALLAHASSEE --- Gov. Ron DeSantis has taken his online messaging to Rumble, a 

Toronto-based competitor of YouTube favored by conservatives. 
The shift came after the Google-owned YouTube removed --- arguing it was misinfor-

mation --- a video featuring DeSantis and his group of experts discussing how to handle the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Rumble welcomed the governor as a “valued addition” to the platform. 
“Gov. Ron DeSantis is a longtime proponent of free speech and has been at the forefront of 
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the effort to demonopolize Big Tech,” Rumble CEO Chris Pavlovski wrote. “He understands 
firsthand Americans’ distrust of monolithic tech companies and the danger they pose to free 
expression and free markets. In fact, YouTube recently removed from its platform a video of 
the governor and a handful of Ivy League-educated medical experts discussing the downsides 
of prolonged pandemic-related lockdowns. Rumble, on the other hand, invites robust and civic 
dialogue on our platform, including Gov. DeSantis’ insights and expertise.” 
DeSantis’ first Rumble posting was a video on April 15 titled, “Gov. DeSantis Fights Back 
Against Big Tech Censorship.” 

On Tuesday, he tweeted a link to his Rumble page to promote the signing of a contro-
versial law-and-order bill (HB 1). 

Ramping up his focus on re-election in 2022 and a potential presidential bid in 2024, 
DeSantis has made caustic attacks on tech companies --- Facebook, Twitter, Google, Apple 
and Amazon --- and “corporate media” a part of routine appearances. 

DeSantis has joined other conservatives who contend the companies control an online 
narrative that suppresses the views of Republicans. 

The ire has grown since Twitter blocked former President Donald Trump and Amazon 
dropped the Parler app used by many conservatives after the Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol by Trump supporters. 

Rumble is challenging Google in court, claiming the Canadian company’s potential rev-
enue is harmed by an algorithm designed to favor YouTube in search results. 
TAX ATTACKS   As they have dominated Florida politics for the past two decades, Republi-
cans have touted that they are the party of low taxes. 

But get ready to hear Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried and other Democrats try to 
flip that message and portray DeSantis as raising taxes on working Floridians. 

Fried, who is widely expected to run against DeSantis next year, quickly started with 
the messaging after DeSantis late Monday signed a bill (SB 50) that will require out-of-state 
online retailers to collect sales taxes on purchases made by Floridians. 

The bill will use the estimated $1 billion in additional annual revenue to curb taxes on 
businesses. First, the money will go to replenish a depleted unemployment trust fund that oth-
erwise would need to be restored by higher taxes on businesses. In the future, the additional 
sales-tax revenue will be used to offset a reduction in a commercial-rent tax. 

But while businesses will benefit from the bill, Fried and other Democrats argue that 
Floridians will pay more when they make purchases online --- though technically they were 
already supposed to be paying the sales taxes. 

“Republicans always pledge to cut taxes --- but they only deliver on this promise for 
large corporations,” Fried’s political committee, Florida Consumers First, said in a fundraising 
email Wednesday. “Case in point: In the wake of an economic crisis that devastated working 
families, DeSantis asked us to pay more.” 
WHAT CAN YOU DO   Redrawing legislative and U.S. House districts won’t begin until later 
this year, but Democrats already acknowledge that, other than the law, they don’t have much 
to stop maps that Republicans roll out. 

“This is going to be a difficult process,” Fried said Monday. “We know that we don't 
have the votes to stop a redistricting plan. Unfortunately, the courts have shifted significantly in 
the last 10 years. And so, it will be difficult.” 

Fried hopes that if Republicans go heavy on gerrymandering, they will pay a price in 
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the 2022 elections. 
House Minority Co-leader Evan Jenne, D-Dania Beach, noted that district boundary 

lines cannot by law be drawn to benefit or harm any person or any political party. 
But he also recalled that during the last reapportionment process a decade ago, his dis-

trict lines were moved 150 yards west of his house. After six years in office, he left the Legisla-
ture but returned in  2014. 

“Look, we are going to try to influence that process in a way that is good for each indi-
vidual community so that they can have the best representation possible, irrespective of who 
they would like to vote for in their party,” Jenne said. “Right now, the most dangerous thing, 
and I will say it, I've said it before, and I will continue to say it, both on the House floor, in these 
meetings, and wherever I go, the most dangerous, dangerous threat to America right now, is 
the continued polarization and tribalism of politics in this country.” 

In February, the U.S. Census Bureau announced that because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic the data Florida lawmakers will use to redraw legislative and congressional boundaries 
won’t be delivered until September. The bureau had been expected to start delivering census 
data to states in February. 

Redrawn districts are expected to be in place for the 2022 elections. Florida likely will 
pick up at least two additional congressional seats with the new population count. 
TWEET OF THE WEEK: “It wouldn’t be the @FLStateFair without a ride down the giant slide!” 
--- Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried (@NikkiFriedFL), who opened the Florida State Fair 
on Thursday morning without the traditional joint appearance with the governor and other 
members of the Cabinet. 
SENATE EYES SOCIAL MEDIA CRACKDOWN April 20, 2021     NSF Staff 
The Florida Senate is scheduled Thursday to consider a bill that would crack down on social-
media companies, while the House version awaits action. The Senate proposal (SB 7072), 
spearheaded by Sen. Ray Rodrigues, R-Estero, is on a list of bills slated to be heard on the 
Senate floor Thursday.The proposal, a priority of Gov. Ron DeSantis, was approved Monday 
by the Senate Appropriations Committee in a 10-9 vote. The House had been scheduled Tues-
day to consider its version (HB 7013), sponsored by Rep. Blaise Ingoglia, R-Spring Hill, but 
postponed it. The Senate bill would bar social-media companies from removing political candi-
dates from the companies’ platforms. Companies that violate the prohibition could face fines of 
$100,000 a day for statewide candidates and $10,000 a day for other candidates. The pro-
posal also would require social-media companies to publish standards about issues such as 
blocking users and apply the standards consistently. DeSantis made the issue a priority after 
decisions by Twitter and Facebook to block former President Donald Trump from their plat-
forms in January after Trump supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol to try to prevent certification 
of President Joe Biden’s election victory. But critics have questioned the constitutionality of at-
tempts to place restrictions on the companies. 
GUNS AT CHURCH BILL GOES TO SENATE FLOOR April 20, 2021    NSF Staff 
An effort to allow people to carry guns at churches that share locations with schools is going to 
the Senate floor. The Rules Committee on Tuesday approved a measure (HB 259) that would 
allow people with concealed-weapons licenses to bring guns on properties shared by churches 
and schools. Florida law generally allows people to carry concealed weapons at churches, 
synagogues, mosques and other religious institutions, but it bars being armed on school prop-
erties. That leads to people being prevented from carrying guns on properties shared by reli-
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gious institutions and schools. Senate sponsor Joe Gruters, R-Sarasota, said churches leasing 
school space are potential targets as they operate without armed security details. “There are 
always threats,” Gruters said. “And all we're doing is giving them, those religious institutions, 
the ability and the right to be able to say ‘yes,’ if we choose. We're going to allow concealed 
permit holders --- it's not the wild, wild west --- we're giving one of the safest subgroups in our 
society the ability to carry.” Senate Minority Leader Gary Farmer, D-Lighthouse Point, said the 
image gun-rights proponents paint of people rising up to take out a “bad guy” isn’t reality. “I go 
back to this notion that if we do away with gun-free zones, and everybody's packing a firearm, 
if a bad person starts shooting, well, you know what, the good guys will rise up and save us,” 
Farmer said. “Folks, that has proven to be a fallacy as well. There hasn't been any Dirty Harry 
or John McClane or Rambo that's come to the defense of anyone in any of these mass shoot-
ings.”  Under the bill, religious institutions or property owners would continue to be able to bar 
guns at the sites. The House voted 76-37 to approve the measure on March 26. 
DESANTIS SIGNS ONLINE SALES TAX BILL April 20, 2021     Jim Turner 
TALLAHASSEE --- Gov. Ron DeSantis late Monday signed into law a plan to require out-of-
state online retailers to collect sales taxes on purchases made by Floridians, with the estimat-
ed $1 billion a year in revenue going to curb a pair of taxes on Florida businesses. 
While the proposal (SB 50) was widely supported by Tallahassee business groups, DeSantis’ 
signature came with far less fanfare than when he appeared Monday morning in Polk County 
to sign a controversial bill (HB 1) about cracking down on violent protests. 
During the Polk County appearance, DeSantis was flanked by Republican lawmakers and un-
formed law-enforcement officers. But the signing of the online sales-tax bill was announced by 
the governor’s office just before 11:30 p.m. in an email without comment. The bill was one of 
five measures DeSantis signed Monday, including the protest bill. 
DeSantis faced a Monday deadline for signing, vetoing or letting the online tax bill become law 
without his signature. 
Florida business groups have lobbied for years to require out-of-state retailers to collect and 
remit sales taxes, saying it is a matter of fairness. But past proposals failed because of con-
cerns by Republicans that they could be viewed as increasing taxes on consumers. 
Scott Shalley, president and CEO of the Florida Retail Federation, said in a statement that the 
law creates a “level playing field” for all businesses. The sales-tax revenue will be used to re-
plenish a depleted unemployment trust fund and then will go toward reducing a commercial 
rent tax. 
"The tax cut on business rent is an added bonus,” Shalley said.. “With this cost-savings, Flori-
da businesses across all sectors of the economy can reinvest in their community, create jobs 
and grow their businesses.” 
Retailers that have a “physical presence” in Florida are already required to collect and remit 
sales taxes, But retailers without such a presence haven’t faced the requirement when they 
make sales to Floridians, who have been technically supposed to send in sales taxes on their 
purchases --- though few do. 
Proponents of the bill maintained that requiring collection isn’t a tax increase and that Florida 
retailers have been hurt by out-of-state businesses being able to sell products with tacking on 
taxes. 
“We've created an unfair competitive advantage for foreign players and out-of-state retailers 
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on the backs of our local retailers,” Senate sponsor Joe Gruters, R-Sarasota, said last month. 
But Democrats argued that working Floridians will be hurt by the proposal because of 
“regressive” sales taxes. The final package was approved 27-12 by the Senate and 93-24 in 
the House. 
“Governor just signed a bill into law to increase your taxes and give the new revenue of $1 bil-
lion to businesses,” Rep. Anna Eskamani, D-Orlando, tweeted after the bill signing was an-
nounced. 
The bill is estimated to produce an estimated $1 billion a year, with the money first earmarked 
for the unemployment trust fund, which became depleted because of massive job losses dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. Businesses pay taxes that go into the trust fund and, without an-
other source of money, would have faced higher taxes to replenish the fund. 

Before the pandemic, businesses paid $7 per employee in unemployment taxes. The 
rate went to $49 this year and could have jumped to $87. 
After the fund is replenished, the revenue will be used to make a major cut in the commercial-
rent tax, long a target of business lobbying groups. Senate President Wilton Simpson, R-Trilby, 
and House Speaker Chris Sprowls, R-Palm Harbor, agreed to reduce the commercial rent tax 
from 5.5 percent to 2 percent.  
DESANTIS SIGNS PROTEST BILL AS CONTROVERSY CONTINUES April 19, Dara Kam 

TALLAHASSEE --- Flanked by uniformed law-enforcement officers, Gov. Ron DeSantis on 
Monday signed into law a controversial law-and-order measure sparked by nationwide protests 
that erupted last year after George Floyd’s death. 
The law, which went into effect immediately, creates a new crime of “mob intimidation,” en-
hances riot-related penalties and makes it harder for local officials to reduce spending on law 
enforcement. 
The measure (HB 1) has been one of the 2021 legislative session’s most contentious issues, 
with all Republicans but one --- Sen. Jeff Brandes, R-St. Petersburg --- supporting it and all 
Democrats opposed. 
At a bill-signing ceremony in Polk County, where he announced the framework for the plan in 
September, DeSantis boasted that the measure “is the strongest, anti-rioting, pro-law enforce-
ment piece of legislation in the country.” 
The law, which also makes it a felony to tear down statues or monuments, includes giving the 
governor and Florida Cabinet authority to override local officials’ decisions to reduce law en-
forcement spending. 
Under the law, state attorneys and members of governing bodies who object to reducing oper-
ational budgets of municipal law enforcement agencies can appeal to the state Administration 
Commission, made up of the governor, the attorney general, the chief financial officer and the 
agriculture commissioner. 
DeSantis has staunchly defended the provision, saying Monday that it came in response to a 
nationwide movement to “defund the police” amid protests that erupted after Floyd’s death. 
Floyd, a 36-year-old Black man who was unarmed, died in May after then-Minneapolis police 
officer Derek Chauvin kneeled on his neck for at least eight minutes. Chauvin is on trial for 
Floyd’s death. 
The plan “tackles head-on this idea that we’ve seen last summer and then we still see today 
that there should be a movement to defund law enforcement,” DeSantis, who is running for re-

election next year, said at Monday’s event. 
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“This bill actually prevents against local government defunding law enforcement. We’ll be able 
to stop it at the state level,” DeSantis said. “It’s an insane theory. It’s not going to be allowed to 
ever carry the day in the state of Florida.” 
But critics of the measure say it will impede local officials’ efforts to redirect law-enforcement 
spending toward other services, such as mental-health workers. 
The process to challenge police budgets creates “an unfunded mandate to our local govern-
ments requiring them to have to participate in this crazy, just very weird funding appeals pro-
cess if they decide to make changes to their law enforcement budget,” state Rep. Fentrice 
Driskell, a Tampa Democrat who is a lawyer, told reporters during a video conference call 
Monday. 
Democrats also questioned part of the law that takes away legal protections for municipalities if 
they prevent law enforcement’s ability to respond to “a riot or unlawful assembly.” 
Under the new law, a municipality “has a duty” to allow local police “to respond appropriately to 
protect persons and property during a riot or unlawful assembly based on the availability of ad-
equate equipment.” 

A governing body that “breaches that duty” is “civilly liable for any damages including 
damages arising from personal injury, wrongful death, or property damages proximately 
caused by the municipality’s breach of duty,” the law says. 
The provision holds local government officials accountable, DeSantis said Monday. 
“If you’re derelict in your duty … if you tell law enforcement to stand down, then you’re respon-
sible for the damage that ensues, and if someone’s been harmed or their property has been 
destroyed, then they can sue you for compensation,” he said. 
In addition to Democratic lawmakers, dozens of civil-rights organizations and left-leaning 
groups have opposed the crackdown on protests, which was such a priority to GOP legislative 
leaders it earned the designation as House Bill 1. 
Black Democrats especially have lashed out at the measure, which they say is rooted in racism 
and is evocative of Jim Crow-era laws targeting Black people. Critics say the law gives too 
much leeway to law-enforcement officers to decide whether to arrest peaceful protesters who 
have participated in rallies that might have erupted in violence unrelated to their actions. 
“Unfortunately, laws are not applied equally. And when law enforcement has complete discre-
tion, as you saw on the insurrection at the (U.S.) Capitol, you see how laws can be applied dif-
ferently depending on your background, depending on the color of your skin,” Agriculture Com-
missioner Nikki Fried, Florida’s only statewide elected Democrat, said Monday, during a con-
ference call with reporters. Fried, a lawyer, is considering a run against DeSantis next year. 
Democrats also raised questions about the costs of the new law, which requires people who 
are arrested on riot-related charges to be held in jail until their first appearances before judges, 
a process that could leave protesters behind bars for days. 
The measure also creates a new felony crime of “aggravated rioting” that carries a sentence of 
up to 15 years in prison and a new crime of “mob intimidation” which makes it unlawful “for a 
person, assembled with two or more other persons and acting with a common intent, to use 
force or threaten to use imminent force, to compel or induce, or attempt to compel or induce, 
another person to do or refrain from doing any act or to assume, abandon, or maintain a partic-
ular viewpoint against his or her will.” 
Critics of the measure contend that it unconstitutionally infringes on the right to freedom of 
speech and to assemble and will result in lawsuits. A number of organizations issued state-
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ments Monday condemning DeSantis’ approval of the law. 
The bill “criminalizes peaceful protest,” American Civil Liberties Union of Florida executive di-
rector Micah Kubic said in a statement. 
“Each and every provision harkens back to Jim Crow. Constitutional lawyers and scholars have 
called the bill overbroad, vague, and warned it will chill free speech,” Kubic said. “Every single 
Floridian should be outraged by this blatant attempt to erode our First Amendment right to 
peacefully assemble. It is outrageous and blatantly unconstitutional. Gov. DeSantis’ champion-
ing of and signature on this law degrades, debases, and disgraces Florida and our democra-
cy.”  
BY THE NUMBERS: MARCH CAMPAIGN CASH April 14, 2021   NSF Staff 
State political candidates faced a Monday deadline to file updated campaign finance reports. 
Here are legislative candidates who raised the most money in March: I edited for our local can-
didates -SloMo 

Senate: 
--- Sen. Lori Berman, D-Delray Beach, District 31: $27,000 

--- Sen. Tina Polsky, D-Boca Raton, District 29: $18,000 

--- Sen. Bobby Powell, D-West Palm Beach, District 30: $15,000 

NOTE: This reflects contributions to campaign accounts and does not include contributions to 
political committees associated with many candidates. Also, many district numbers likely will 
change before the 2022 elections because of the once-a-decade reapportionment process. 
Source: Florida Division of Elections 

SENATE COULD SCALE BACK ELECTIONS BILL April 13, 2021    Dara Kam 

TALLAHASSEE --- The Senate sponsor of a sweeping elections package is backing down 
from an effort to do away with ballot drop boxes, but critics maintain the proposal still contains 
unnecessary provisions that would make it harder for Floridians to vote by mail. 
Florida Republican leaders are pushing election law changes as GOP-led state houses 
throughout the country are considering or passing measures designed to curtail mail-in voting 
following former President Donald Trump’s defeat to President Joe Biden in November. 
The Florida Senate proposal (SB 90), sponsored by Ocala Republican Dennis Baxley, has 
called for making a host of changes to the state’s vote-by-mail process and banning ballot drop 
boxes, used by more than 1.1 million voters in the state in November. 
But an amendment filed by Baxley on Tuesday would remove or ease numerous restrictions in 
the bill. 
Baxley’s amendment, which will be considered Wednesday by the Senate Rules Committee, 
would bring the Senate package closer to a House version and is more palatable to voting-

rights advocates. 
“This is the best version of the bill yet. But it’s important to remember that none of this is nec-
essary. It’s a reaction to voter turnout,” Brad Ashwell, state director of All Voting is Local, told 
The News Service of Florida on Tuesday. 
Ashwell said the number of Black voters who cast ballots by mail in Florida last year doubled --
- to more than 500,000 --- from 2016 and 2018. Black voters also cast 11.4 percent of all vote-

by-mail ballots in Florida in 2020, compared to 8.9 percent in 2016, he said. 
“There’s no need for this bill. It’s very much designed to reinforce that national narrative that 
we have problems with our voting systems for the sake of justifying barriers to voting,” Ashwell 
said. 
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Election supervisors’ use of drop boxes sparked a debate in the weeks leading up to the presi-
dential election, as local officials sparred with Gov. Ron DeSantis’ administration over locations 
and whether boxes were required to be manned by supervisors’ personnel. 
Under the House measure, supervisors could continue to use drop boxes at their offices if they 
are “continuously monitored in person” during regular office hours. Those drop boxes could be 
made available after hours only if they are “secured from tampering and monitored by video 
surveillance.” Copies of the videos would have to be provided to candidates or political parties 
within 24 hours of requests. 
Baxley’s amendment would limit the use of drop boxes to the hours of early voting and does 
not contain an after-hours video-recording provision. 
The amendment also does not include sections of the House plan that would require people to 
show identification when submitting ballots at drop boxes or sign an “attestation” that the bal-
lots are theirs or belong to someone who’s given them written permission to handle the ballots. 
Both Baxley’s proposal and the House bill, sponsored by Spring Hill Republican Blaise 
Ingoglia, would subject supervisors to $25,000 civil penalties if drop boxes are available when 
early voting is not underway. 
Baxley’s amendment also mirrors voter-registration changes included in the House proposal. 
Both plans would make it more difficult for people who do not have driver’s licenses, state-

issued identification cards or Social Security numbers to register to vote online or make chang-
es to their voter registrations. 
The two proposals differ, however, on who could provide food, water or other items to voters 
who are waiting in line. 
The House plan, which underwent an overhaul before being approved by a House committee 
on Thursday, would prohibit anyone from “engaging in any activity with the intent to influence 
or effect of influencing a voter” within a 150-foot no-solicitation zone outside polling places. 
Critics said the proposal was too vague. 
Baxley’s amendment would prohibit people from “giving or attempting to give any item” to a 
voter inside the zone but includes an exemption for elections’ office employees or volunteers, 
who would be allowed to provide “non-partisan assistance to voters … such as, but not limited 
to, giving items to voters.” 
Like the House measure, Baxley’s amendment would allow individuals to drop off mail-in bal-
lots for immediate family members, including grandchildren, as well as two other people. 
More than 4.8 million Floridians cast ballots by mail in the November elections, compared to 
about 2.6 million in 2018, according to the state Division of Elections. Democrats relied far 
more heavily than Republicans on voting by mail in November, but the GOP in Florida depend-
ed on mail-in ballots as the party made electoral gains over the past two decades. 
DeSantis and other GOP leaders praised Florida’s handling of the presidential election, but 
Republicans maintain that the state needs to clamp down on vote-by-mail procedures. 
“The intent of this bill is to continue Florida’s successful track record of securing our voter ac-
cess and election transparency,” Ingoglia, a former chairman of the Republican Party of Flori-
da, said before the House Appropriations Committee approved the House package (HB 7041) 
in a party-line vote on Thursday. 
Both the House and Senate measures would require voters to request mail-in ballots every two 
years. The House measure and Baxley’s amendment would “grandfather” in requests made 
before the 2020 election. Under current law, requests are good for two general elections, 
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which occur every two years. 
AARP Florida warned Tuesday that some of the proposed changes “would negatively and dis-
proportionately impact” older voters. 

“It’s concerning that Florida plans to enact changes to the election system that would 
complicate voting for older Floridians,” Jeff Johnson, the organization’s state director, said in a 
news release. “AARP opposes any changes to voting laws that create new restrictions or hur-
dles for older residents.” 
Tallahassee Tidbits 

'FREE SEAT' PROGRAM MOVES FORWARD IN SENATE April 13, 2021     NSF Staff 
A Senate proposal that would provide free online courses at state universities to people who 
have been out of college for five years is moving again after it was tabled last week. The 
measure (SB 1672) was approved unanimously Tuesday by the Senate Education Appropria-
tions Subcommittee. Sponsor Manny Diaz, Jr., R-Hialeah, said last week that consideration of 
the bill was postponed to work out “budgetary issues” with the House. Along with providing aid 
to people who have been out of school for five years, the measure would provide one free 
online course per year to veterans, active-duty military members and National Guard mem-
bers. Dubbed the “State University Free Seat Program,” people who are eligible also would 
get discounts on other courses in their degree programs. Proponents of the measure say it 
would incentivize people who might have begun degree programs but later dropped out to go 
back to school. The measure would not require a state appropriation. However, a Senate staff 
analysis said universities would have reduced revenues from providing the free and discount-
ed courses. Tuition and fees waived for an online course at the University of Florida would 
represent a loss of about $129 per credit hour, while it would be $180 per credit hour at Flori-
da State University, according to the analysis. The measure needs approval from the Appro-
priations Committee before it could go before the full Senate. An identical House bill (HB 845) 
is ready to go before the full House. 
ALTMAIER URGES MOVES TO CURB INSURANCE SUITS April 12, 2021   NSF Staff 
Pointing to a “disparity” between Florida and other states in litigation, Insurance Commissioner 
David Altmaier is urging lawmakers to consider a series of steps to restrict property-insurance 
lawsuits. Altmaier sent a five-page letter this month to House Commerce Chairman Blaise 
Ingoglia, R-Spring Hill, outlining potential ways to curb litigation, including limiting fees paid to 
attorneys who represent policyholders. As an example, Altmaier urged a change to address 
what are known as contingency risk multipliers. Florida allows plaintiffs to collect attorney fees 
when they prevail in cases against insurance companies, with the amounts typically set by a 
calculation of the number of hours spent on a case and a reasonable hourly rate. But courts 
also can approve contingency risk multipliers that increase the fees. Under a bill (SB 76) 
passed by the Senate last week, contingency risk multipliers could only be awarded “in a rare 
and exceptional circumstance with evidence that competent counsel could not be retained in a 
reasonable manner.” A House property-insurance bill (HB 305) does not include such a limit. 
But in the letter, Altmaier urged the House to consider a “rare and exceptional” legal frame-
work for the multipliers. The insurance industry is lobbying to limit attorney fees, arguing that 
they lead to increased litigation and higher insurance costs. State regulators last year ap-
proved dozens of double-digit rate increases for insurers. “These solutions could substantially 
reduce the litigation associated with claims, bringing more certainty into Florida’s property in-
surance market,” Altmaier said in the letter dated April 2. 
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ABATE of FL Inc. Palm Beach Chapter Minutes 

4-18-2021 17 members 3 guests (one joined) in attendance Start at Noon Lakeside Anchor Inn 

President: Ken Gerecke  Nominations are starting.  Present board would like to step down so important 
for the chapter’s future that some members step up 

VP: Tony Mariani  Moving to Pt. St Lucie next week  so will be stepping down from VP 

Secretary: pro temp Dan Henderson.  The minutes from last meeting as in newsletter were accepted  

Treasurer: Suzanne Seguin  We need prizes for our event.  Pleas try to get donations or donate some-
thing you aren't’ using 

Membership: Suzanne Seguin  Need more and more to be active.  One guest joined today. 

Sgt at Arms: Quiet Dan Shawback    Our party is in two weeks 

Safety: Dan Henderson.  Going to do table at Harley Saturday.  Checking out other possibilities to  
promote event and sell rifle tickets as now have some 

Delegate Report: Dan Henderson.  Full report on page 20 

Legislative: Dan Henderson. 2-3 Our Safety Money bill has recently been filed, it is HB 2489 by Rep. 
Stan McClain. It will be a tough fight this year as the effects of COVID-19 has really had an impact on 
the Florida budget and revenue. Read the Florida News Service posts on page 24 

Public Relations: Dan Henderson.  Going out to promote event. Last Thursday went to Lake Worth to 
check Harry's Banana Farm bike night but no longer.  So the third Thursday is only for the Palm Beach 
Harley dealership bike night.  After the chapter meeting I went down to Boca for Crazy Uncle Mike’s 
bike deal.  Again that is no longer.  Did meet some younger people interested in motorcycle so maybe 
they will show. 

Products: Suzanne Seguin.  Still having problems contacting the old t-shirt maker so new ones on hold. 

Old Business :  The event is getting finishing details.  Again looking for more door prize donations or 
will have to buy a few.  With just a week left, Static had to cancel so we got Angels of War with opening 
acts Guilty and Ambush. 

New Business :  We started the process of finding new officers to keep the chapter alive.  So far not 
looking good as nobody stepping up and old officers want to step down.  So hope more involved next 
two meetings.  President: Snooze was nominated but declined. Vice President Tony is moving to Pt St 
Lucie so position open.  Nighthawk said he would be VP if Snooze was President but Ken declined 
again. Treasurer Suzanne was nominated  She might continue as Membership.  Secretary Slo Mo is 
willing to do it. Sgt at Arms Quiet Dan accepted.   Slo Motion would do PR and Comm as he does the 
Newsletter, website and Facebook.  However he would love others to do his other jobs: Safety, and  
Legislative.   He accepted one Delegate . Roaddog was nominated the other and is considering it. Su-
zanne declined Products.  So if his chapter is to continue more members need to get involved. 
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Good of the Order:  Charlie won door prize and took a t-shirt.  The 50/50 was donated back to the 
chapter by Joe K. 

Meeting adjourned: 1:03 

I went to Handlebars to 
leave event flyers and check 
it out.  This is the old Ju-
dy’s in Tequesta US1. The 
German guy sold it and it 
has been fixed up, clean 
and even the back room 
can be used beside the front 
tables. Extra parking is to 
the north in lower lot and 
some spaces behind.  Stairs 
led up to the bar. Check the 
bike night 2nd Thursday  
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WHY JOIN ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.? 

ABATE is a non-profit  Motorcycle Rights Organization whose cause is to EDUCATE the  
government, motorcyclists and the general public on freedom, rights, road safety, and awareness of  
motorcycles on the road.  
REQUIREMENTS—must be at least 18 years of age. In does not matter what you own or even if 
you ride. You can be an independent or member of a club or association. All are welcome at meetings.   
JOIN FOR THE CAUSE. Everything is voluntary, we understand work and family comes first.  
We hope you can help in any small way, vote and spread the word.  
BENEFITS Your money is used to provide a lobbyist to the state and federal government to watch 
for our rights and freedom. The State MasterLink newsletter every 2 months  read it online. The chapter 
newsletter is available by the start of each moth online at palmbeach.abateflorida.com. There it is in 
color, with active Internet links and zoomable. Members get free classified ads in our newsletters.  
INSURANCE As an active member you have a $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment 
policy from American Income Life. We used get a card  in the mail from state office to register your 
beneficiary for ADD insurance. Be sure your family knows about the policy.  We have the form online 
and now included in membership form. We will get it to the ABATE of FL Inc. State office.  It does not 
have to be a motorcycle accident.  
  Be sure to renew in time so are always covered!   
MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE The State has arranged with Coastal Insurance Company to offer 
members up to 10% discount and $3000 parts and accessories coverage.  They are at 190 Hwy A1A 
Suite, Satellite Beach FL .  Agent Doug Guido’s phone is 888-596-2453. So these are two more options  
to compare with your company 

PRIVACY Your email, address and phone are never given out to anyone except State/Chapter execu-
tive board.    
EMAILINGS you can be added to a mass mailing which you can op to be removed at end of email.   
Local events are included and sometimes urgent matters may be included.  No one will see your email  
Postings are on our Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

PHONE TEXT  another way to communicate with members.  Your phone number may be added to 
our text alert system  To change or add the chapter email is palmbeach.abateflorida@gmail.com  Our 
website is palmbeach.abateflorida.com 

Mail: ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter,  P.O. Box 530944, Lake Park, FL 33403  

Another benefit of chapter  membership in ABATE of FL Palm Beach is having a free business card in 
newsletter and free newsletter classified for items to sell or acquire. Support your brothers and sisters 
when possible,  Besides a $4.000 ADD insurance policy, we are looking into other benefits for mem-
bers. We are   always in need of more paid  advertisers so find any business to benefit from our low 
rates and support our newsletter and chapter.  
  

A.D.D. INSURANCE POLICY UPDATE  
We all realize the $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment insurance policy if one of the best benefits of  
being an ABATE member. That is one reason to keep your membership up to date. You MUST name someone to 
get the money in case of death to prevent taxes and being in probate court.  contact ABATE of FL. main office and  
 STATE OFFICE: ABATE OF Florida, Inc. PO Box 2520, Deland, FL 32721-2520  

 Phone: (386) 943-9610 Fax: same  Email: flabate@bellsouth.net  

Get your card at chapter meeting or our table at events.  Keep membership up to date  for the insurance  
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GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 

 

To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  

To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all  
motorcyclists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting  
3rd Sunday May 16 , 2021 Noon  

Chapter meetings 3rd Sunday NOON Lakeside Anchor Inn Lantana (Lake 

Worth) dining room. 2412 Floral Rd, Lantana west of I95 Hypoluxo exit north 

on Eastview Dr. to Floral Rd east .  Open to ALL so come learn about us.   


