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https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

EDITORIAL 
GUIDELINES 

You are encouraged to  

submit letters about 

ABATE related to events, 

articles, photographs,  

commentaries, etc. Please 

do not submit slanderous 

nor accusing letters,  

profanity nor nudity.  

Abate of Florida, Inc., 

will not accept any  

advertising that  

discriminates against any 

type of motorcyclist 

President’s Message 
Curtis Alva  

Good news, our local and state meetings are back on!! Our June chapter 
meeting will be on the 21st at 11:30 am, and if the VFW is open by then, 
it will be at the VFW.  If VFW is not yet open, we will look for another 
place.  Now, back to business. 

We need a whole new board.  I have a new job and must be out of town 
almost all of the time for the next year or so, so we need a new  
president.  Our VP, LB, has served ABATE for years.  He has done a 
great job in every aspect and now is moving into an MC.  It’s a tough 
process for an old hand like LB, who is used to running things, but he is 
a tough guy and we wish him well.  But his leaving means that we have 
to replace him.  The VP job is broad, handling everything that needs  
doing and filling in for the President whenever needed.   

Our Treasurer, SushiQ, jumped in when our prior Treasurer couldn’t 
serve any more and she did it with style and enthusiasm.  She also helped 
with membership and event planning and is a Harley Angel.  But now 
she has to slow down and leave the job.  The Treasurer’ s job requires 
money skills and computer skills and we need one.  Our chapter has to 
have at least 3 officers to keep our charter: Pres, VP and Treasurer.  If we 
don’t fill these posts, we will lose our Chapter.   

We also need to replace our secretary, Half Pint, who everyone knows 
and loves, our sergeant-at-arms, Petee, and our Membership  
Trustee.  These are good jobs and a great way to help.   

Please Step up and come to our next meeting, and pick your favorite job 
or your favorite candidate and get busy helping ABATE and our  
Chapter.   
 

Make sure your membership is up to date and join the Board. 
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UPCOMING Event Schedule 

Friday June 5 Black Piston’s Open House 

 

Sat. June 6 AOA South FL Memorial GBNF 1%ers 

 

Sun. June 7 Wings of Gold MC Ft. Lauderdale Party 

 

Friday June 12 AOA WPB Open House 

 

Saturday June 13 ABATE of FL Inc State Meeting St. Augustine 

 

Saturday June 13 Soaked and sore Ass Poker Run Clearwater to Keys or St Augustine 

 

Saturday June 13 St. Michael’s Legion Backyard BBQ 1401 Allendale Rd Suite A1 WPB 

 

Sat. June 13 Midnight Club Reapers MC Annual Broward 

 

Sunday June 14 Ride 4 Life Pompano to Lucky Cole’s Ochoppe FL 

 

Sunday June 14  Flag Day Recognition Ride/Trump’s Birthday Stuart to Palm Beach Harley 

 

Monday June 15 National Ride to Work Day 

 

Friday June 19 States MC Lake Worth Open House  
 

Sat. June 20 USMV MC South Broward  Annual 
 

3rd Sunday June 21 — Palm Beach Chapter Meeting ABATE of FL. Inc.  11:30 am  V.F.W. 
Post 4143 located at 2404 Broadway, Riviera Beach 561-844-5718. From I 95 exit Blue Heron 
Blvd. go east to Broadway (Federal Hwy., US- 1) turn right, go south 1 block the V.F.W. is on 
the east side. Look for the flag. Breakfast will be served 9:00 AM 'til Noon   
 

Thurs. June 25 ? Turboz Custom Cycles Bike Night 7-10 PM Ralph's Stand Up Bar Jupiter  
 

Friday June 26- Lone Legion Brotherhood Open House 

 

Waiting to hear about the return of ALL bike 
nights 
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Snapshot NY: Motorcycle Sidecar Tour Business Now Helps Health 
Care Heroes Get To Work 

NEW YORK (CBSNewYork) — People are pitching in to help health care workers in unusual but  
helpful ways.   

 That includes the city’s motorcycle community. 
 Williamsburg, Brooklyn, is home to some motorcycle relics of yesteryear, but their purpose has 
been revived. 
 “Something happens when you even see it. You kind of get this nostalgia that, you don’t even 
know where you’ve seen it before, but you know that it’s something that is meant for fun. When you sit 
inside, it     transforms you, it’s magic,” said Will Davis, of Dapper Tours. 
Davis re-engineered his sidecar tour business into a service delivering our most treasured resource — 
nurses. 
 “My mother is in health care. When this thing happened, immediately it was just like this fear 
and angst,” Davis told CBS2’s Steve Overmyer. “She works about an 
hour and a half away from where they live in Brooklyn, so I couldn’t 
help her. So I said let me try to go ahead and let me try to help others.” 
 At 5 a.m. as Brooklyn stirs, Davis is disinfecting every  
surface for his next hero. 
 “Every single morning we sanitize every single thing. After 
every ride we do that,” he said. “When they step foot inside, they know 
that they feel safe.” 
It’s a free service he’s providing to keep health care workers going. 
“I knew this was a moment in history that was gonna change everything. You gotta make a choice in 
that moment, how do you want to remember yourself? I wanted to remember myself as somebody step-
ping up to do something, to help. Not because I wanted anything out of it but because it was the right 
thing to do,” Davis said. 
 Sidecars were created in the late 1800s as a way for passengers to ride a bike “elegantly.” 
 They’ve also had a history with nurses. In times of war, these fast and nimble machines were 
perfect for transporting medical personnel to the front lines. 
 “I thought, you know, we have four of these things, why not use them to go ahead and to do the 
same thing? Take our infantry, our doctors, our nurses, our essential personnel to the front lines to do 
what they’re doing for us. They’re literally saving our lives,” Davis said. 
A venture through New York City in a sidecar gives nurses a new perspective on the city they’re saving. 
 “Just kind of breathing, taking in New York City, you could see it actually had an effect on their 
stress level,” Davis said. “What happens is when they’re on the road, literally every person that sees 
them, it’s almost like the queen is coming through.” 
 “It’s almost like you are ushering in royalty as you’re driving them in,” Overmyer said. 
 “People were clapping from the buildings in Manhattan,” Davis said. “Not only are they getting 
to work safe, but they’re also getting the hero’s glory that they deserve.” 
 Kindness manifests itself in many ways. A gift to be shared for free is rewarding for everyone. 
 “Every single person matters and if we each look in our lives to see how we can be kind to one 
another, the world is going to be a better place,” Davis said. “Just connect with people. Be kind to one 
another.” 
 Davis has started a GoFundMe page to help employ more sidecar drivers. Click here to donate. 
https://newyork.cbslocal.com/2020/05/29/dapper-tours-free-rides-nurses/ 
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ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement     
WHO WE ARE  

 We are a non-profit organization of motorcycle enthusiasts from all walks of life. We lobby and 
educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and positive image. 
We endeavor to enlist the cooperation and participation of all organizations and individuals that share a 
similar interest in preserving our  American tradition of FREEDOM. We promote motorcycle safety, 
training, & political awareness. We ARE NOT A CLUB NOR A GANG. We fund our work through 
events, toy runs, poker runs, campouts, and other motorcycle  activities. We are your neighbors & 
friends who work, pay taxes, and get involved with our community. We serve and support our country 
and believe in freedom. We use all legal means to protect our rights without infringing on the rights of 
others. We are Pro-choice NOT anti– helmet, it is up to you to decide. 

OUR GOALS 

To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning the motorcyclist. 
To promote the safe riding habits without infringing on individual freedoms. 
To motivate the bikers to write letters to legislators before, during, and after the legislative session. 
To furnish  a newsletter to keep all bikers informed in regards to upcoming legislation. 

     MEMBERSHIP  
When you become a member of ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. you are helping make a difference in the 
ongoing mission to protect your right to ride and enjoy the motorcycle of your choice, your choice of 
riding apparel, and when and where you can ride a motorcycle. These are issues that are real and present 
in today’s “protect yourself from yourself” political environment. This holds true for all levels of  
government.  There will always be those who see our love for motorcycling as a negative and will try 
any means to control and if possible prohibit motorcycle use. 
 On the local level our members get out the vote and support candidates who are sympathetic to 
our issues. We also will endeavor to lobby local governments whenever there are issues that need to be 
addressed, affecting local  motorcycle use, ownership, and any discrimination that may result from said 
use of ownership. 
 At the state level we have a paid registered lobbyist who regularly visits our state capital in  
Tallahassee to lobby our legislators on the issues concerning the motorcycling public in Florida. He also 
finds reliable House and Senate sponsors for the bills we support.  On the national level we are aligned 
with Motorcycle Riders Foundations (MRF), and the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), 
along with several other international motorcycle rights organizations (MRO’s). 
 As one can see we have our ear to the ground and our resolve tempered like steel.  As Ameri-
cans we have had it demonstrated to us time and again the vigilance is armor of free men and women.  
We shall not let the armor rust or weaken.  With your support we can re-enforce and strengthen the  
armor for now and generations to come. 
What else do you get with your membership? All members receive with their paid membership, the 
Membership Card, Event Discounts and Updates, Voting Privileges, Free Newsletter Classified  
Advertisements, a Chapter Newsletter, and a free $4,000 Accidental Death or Dismemberment  
Insurance Policy from the American Income Life Insurance Company. 
 Memberships are open to anyone 18 years of age or older, no matter what type of motorcycle 
you ride, if any at all!  We welcome all riders—in clubs, associations, independents, and sport riders to 
join us. 
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Social Distancing by Motorcycle 

Self-Help Books Show How to Ride Through the Recreation Revolution 

 

NEWS PROVIDED BY John Metzger Jun 02, 2020,   
 DENVER, June 2, 2020 /PRNewswire/ -- The 
pandemic is forcing the fastest recreational revolution 
in human history. Concerts, sporting events, cruise 
ships and other crowd-based pastimes have just been 
upended by individual activities involving far less social 
interaction. 
 

"Motorcycling may be one of the purest forms of      
individual recreation that can also be shared with oth-
ers, but with virtually zero physical contact," said John 
Metzger, author of two books that show how to ap-
proach the sport from a Zen-inspired perspective. "With 
today's new normal of distancing from society, stress 
and routine, inner peace is best achieved on a         
motorcycle." 
 

Metzger's latest book, Meditation by Motorcycle, 
shares lessons learned over a lifetime of reverent  
riding, and makes the case that motorcycling is the 
best way to find elusive "Nirvana Moments" in a high-

pressure world. His first book, Motorcycling Through Midlife, recounts his personal recalibration 
between growing up and getting older on two wheels. The author claims that the Greatest  
Generation bestowed the luxury of leisure time on the Baby Boomers, and with this gift, they 
pursued every path to fun and freedom imaginable, from Frisbees and yoga to frequent flyer 
vacations and Burning Man. 
 

Metzger tried them all, but ultimately found the best recreational, head-clearing and spiritual 
experience on a motorcycle. With humor and irony, he advocates the ethics of pragmatic   
technique, safety and courtesy versus the leisure-time crowd culture of the past, fueled by 
cheap thrills and perpetual adolescence. 
 

Meditation by Motorcycle – Ride Your Carbon Footprint to the Apex of Enlightenment, and,  
Motorcycling Through Midlife – The Call of the Corner, are available on Amazon. Contact: John 
Metzger, john@metzger.com. 
 

SOURCE John Metzger https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/social-distancing-by-

motorcycle-301069100.html  
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Former US Rep. Allen West released from 
the hospital after motorcycle accident 
By Dakin Andone and Amanda Jackson, CNN  Mon May 25, 2020 

 (CNN)Former Florida US Rep. Allen West has been released from the hospital after he 
was injured in a motorcycle accident on Saturday, according to a series of posts on his  
verified social media accounts. 
 With his arm was in a sling and both hands wrapped in white bandages, West went 
home on Monday and addressed his supporters in a short video on his official Facebook page. 
 "I'm back home now, and I just want to thank you all," West said. "I just thank God that 
I was able to make it through. It's going to be a little time to recover, but I'll be back out there." 
 "Hopefully, I'll be running at least a mile within a week," he said with a chuckle. "But 
y'all didn't know they were making a new 'Scarface' movie and I'm going to be starring in it." 
In other photos posted to his account, West has visible lacerations on his face. 
"Allen West is currently dealing with a concussion, several fractured bones, and multiple  
lacerations," a post on his Facebook read on Sunday. It quoted West as saying, "I am alive by 
the grace of God." 
 West, currently a candidate for chair of the Republican Party of Texas, was riding a 
motorcycle following a "Free Texas Rally" in Austin when a vehicle cut in front of him, the 
posts from his team said. 
 Citing local law enforcement, West's accounts said the vehicle changed lanes in front of 
two motorcyclists. The motorcyclist in front tried to brake, and the rear motorcyclist crashed 
into the first. CNN is working to get a copy of the accident report. 
 West was airlifted to the hospital. He's expected to be released on Monday, another 
post said. 
 "He plans to continue to be a proponent of freedom and the state of Texas, and will re-
sume his normal calendar of activities as given clearance by his medical team." 
West, a retired Army lieutenant colonel, was elected to Congress in November 2010. He lost 
his seat two years later following a bitter campaign against Democrat Patrick Murphy. 
CNN's Melissa Alonso contributed to this report.  
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/24/politics/allen-west-motorcycle-accident/index.html 

Allen West gives first interview since serious motorcycle ac-
cident: 'I shouldn't be alive' 
By Joshua Nelson | Fox News 
Allen West speaks out after motorcycle crash leaves him hospitalized: 'I shouldn't be alive' 
 Lt. Col. Allen West said Tuesday he believes he's lucky to be alive after he was injured 
in a serious motorcycle accident in Texas this past weekend. 
 “The funny thing is, I crashed in a city called West, Texas, so how appropriate,” West 
told “The Brian Kilmeade Show," his first interview since the harrowing crash. 
 West, a former Florida congressman who is now a candidate to lead the Republican 
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Party of Texas, was hospitalized Saturday after being injured in a motorcycle crash, according 
to reports. The accident occurred around 5 p.m. on the northbound side of Interstate 35 near 
mile marker 353 outside Waco, the Texas Department of Public Safety told KWTX-TV of Cen-
tral Texas. 
 West described to Kilmeade that while he was driving on I-35, he was suddenly clipped 
from the back by a vehicle. 
 “Someone cut me off and, of course, I slowed down when they cut me off,” West said. 
“I don’t know if it was another car or it was the guy on a motorcycle behind me, but they 
clipped my back wheel and I went flying. Thank God I didn’t get hit by another car or anything 
like that,” Kilmeade said. 
 West said that the accident “scraped him up” and he suffered a concussion, among sev-
eral other injuries. 
 “I got bandages on both arms and lost a lot of skin there. Lost skin on my face, dislocat-
ed my shoulder and maybe had a slight fracture. I got a couple of bad lacerations in my right 
palm and across my left knee.” 
 West said that he never lost consciousness during the accident. 
 “I remember the bike going out from under me. I could feel it just slipping from the 
back and, as you’re taught, you let go of the bike, you don’t want to hang on to it. That could 
really cause the worst injury. I was in the air for a while and then hit the pavement and rolled 
around,” West said. 
 “When I finally stopped, the first thing I did was wiggle my toes to let me know that 
everything was OK for my extremities. But, I tried to get up and that’s when I knew that some-
thing was messed up in my upper body because I couldn’t get up and move,” West said. 
 West said that the worst part was lying on the pavement after the crash 

 “That was hellish,” West said, adding that he even joked with first responders about not 
recording him as a COVID-19 case. 
 He described being in the hospital and learning that President Trump had tweeted his 
well wishes. 
 "When you’re sitting there in the hospital and it was Sunday and my wife Angela’s there 
and she tells me that President Trump just tweeted best wishes and you just break out crying. 
And it’s hard to fight back the tears when you think about all the people that were praying for 
you. I just want to thank them, thank the staff at Baylor Scott & White [hospital] down in Wa-
co, Texas. Because I shouldn’t be alive, Brian. Most people don’t survive an accident like that," 
he said. 
 The former U.S. Army lieutenant colonel said that after the incident, he will continue 
fighting for Texas and America. 
 "I don't want to see it go down the path some people want it to go down. That's not what 
I took an oath to the Constitution for. That's not what the men and women gave their lives for 
and we remembered them on Memorial Day, so we're going to fight on." 
 Fox News' Dom Calicchio contributed to this report. 
https://www.foxnews.com/media/allen-west-makes-first-interview-after-tragic-motorcycle-
accident 
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OUR NEWSLETTERS  are best viewed at palmbeach.abateflorida.com as most timely  (by the first of 
month), in full color, and with active Internet links to stories, etc., of  interest.  And for us with older 
eyes, can be zoomed in without magnifying glasses. We do need our advertisers, donations and more 
members to be able print and distribute more copies to the county for motorcyclists to be aware of the 
issues facing us.  So please join in and let us know of good places to put them in. Issues can be mailed to 
members if no Internet access.  Non-members can buy a subscription for $20 a year but the other two 
methods are faster as it takes more time  and cost to get mailings done.   
 

Advertisers 
Online 

Tell them you saw ad in 
Palm Beach ABATE  

Newsletter! 
 

We need help in getting more 
advertisers to support the  

production of our newsletter. 
Our rates are great so spread 
the word so can continue to  
expand distribution to the  
general public and riders 

Printed copies can be picked up 
at meeting and events table  

Free Monthly business card ad 
for a member  Send in scan of 
card or better, bring to Chapter 

meeting  

We Need more advertisers 
to be able to print more 

copies 

Please Pay for your 
Event to be Included 
and Support us 

ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 530944 

Lake Park, FL 33403  
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How To Select The Correct Motorcycle Oil  
Cycle News Staff | May 17, 2020 Motorcycle Oil Selection and Guidelines 
A few basic steps can help you avoid expensive engine failures. 

How To Select The Correct Motorcycle Oil  
A typical motorcycle dealership includes several different engine oil options to choose from. And once 
you select a brand, how do you select the best formula for your bike. We will help you answer these 
questions. 
 The correct oil is critical to the performance and longevity of your motorcycle engine. Whether 
you are new to riding or a seasoned veteran, you likely have questions: Is it necessary to buy 
“motorcycle specific” oil or is cheaper automotive oil just fine? I own a cruiser, sportbike and a 
 motocross bike, do I need different oil for each? How often do I need to change my oil? Is it okay to 
mix different oil to top off my bike? To get answers for these questions, we reached out to   
representatives from two of the most popular oil brands: Maxima Racing Oil’s Mike Marcella and   
Motorex USA’s Pat Riley. This discussion is specific to four-stroke motorcycle engines as two-strokes 
have completely different oil needs. 

Do I need to use “motorcycle-specific” oil?   
The bottom line is, yes. You should use motorcycle-specific oil. Motorcycle engines have a completely 
different architecture than an automotive engine. Marcella spelled this out in detail: “The unique aspect 
of motorcycle architecture is that there is usually a common lubricant sump for the engine, wet clutch 
and transmission. In a normal automotive setup, there are specific fluids for each piece of hardware, 
housed in separate sumps where they will (hopefully) never comingle. These fluids include the engine 
oil, which only has to be concerned with the engine, an ATF or manual transmission fluid (or perhaps 
no fluid if a dry manual tranny) for the transmission and then gear oil for the rear end. 
 “A motorcycle engine oil used in common-sump architectures must do the duties of all these 
fluids at once, simultaneously meeting the performance demands of the engine, clutch and gearbox. 
This is a lot to ask of a single fluid, especially since the total quantity of engine oil available to lubricate 
these components is severely limited by space. Add in the fact that many of the performance              
requirements of the individual components are at odds with one another and you’re left with a unique 
and challenging problem that requires a tailor-made fluid to meet each requirement as optimally as  
possible, while minimizing any detriment to the aforementioned opposing demands.” 
 Riley echoed this with a few other important points. “Passenger-car motor oil (PCMO) and  
motorcycle oil are similar from a base-oil standpoint but very different when it comes to additives. 
PCMO is not formulated for use in vehicles with a ‘wet’ clutch, found in nearly every motorcycle    
engine. Motorcycle oils utilize ‘friction additives’ to enable the motorcycle’s metal and fiber clutch 
discs to ‘grip’ each other, allowing for the controlled transfer of power from crank to transmission. 
Look for oils with true JASO certifications. Without ‘friction additives’ a motorcycle’s wet clutch will 
not ‘lock up’ and will continuously slip under load.” 
 To finish off this point about using the proper oil for the application, Marcella pointed out that, 
“I work for Maxima and I don’t use Maxima in any of our cars. I use the oils that the manufacturer  
recommends.” A high-end motorcycle racing oil is not going to be better for your car and the opposite 
is true. 
 How about Shell Rotella? This seems to be a popular choice for four-stroke motorcycles, and it 
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is less expensive than most motorcycle oils. 
 If you search online discussions regarding motorcycle oils, you will likely find a lot of people 
recommending Shell Rotella. This is a product that was designed for diesel truck and automotive  
engines, which create a lot of soot and contaminants in the oil. Diesel engines typically have long  
intervals between oil changes as well, so Rotella includes a lot of detergents and additives to combat 
these issues that are specific to that type of engine. Those properties may be good for the clutch and 
some internal parts on a motorcycle but will typically result in some reduction in power, the opposite of 
many online claims. 

Shell Rotella oil is for diesel engines  
Shell Rotella has a bit of a cult following, especially among off-road motorcycle riders. It is designed for 
diesel engines and does NOT meet the recommended oil specifications from the motorcycle  
manufacturers. 
 Some people say that is okay since they want longevity over power but in practical use, it does 
seem to have an opposite effect. According to Alexander Smith, son of the legendary Malcolm Smith 
and general manager of Malcolm Smith Motorsports, “When we have a motor failure with one of the 
bikes in our service department or customer bikes on our regular Baja rides, 90 percent of the time they 
are using Rotella.” Rotella does not meet the manufacturer guidelines for motorcycles (so you could 
have warranty issues if you have a mechanical failure) and this real-world info from a multi-line  
dealership is enough for us to recommend using motorcycle specific oils and not Rotella. 
 Once you choose a brand of motorcycle oil, how do you select the best oil among the various 
options; synthetic, semi synthetic, ester, etc., and is it worth it to buy the more premium options? 
 Both Riley and Marcella pointed out that your first step is to check the owner’s manual for your 
bike. The manufacturers designate specific oil guidelines for each bike. Not using an oil that meets those 
guidelines will likely void your warranty but more importantly, the incorrect oil will likely negatively 
impact performance or the wear of your internal engine parts. 
 The owner’s manual will sometimes suggest their house or partner brand, but they will not  
require a specific brand (they are not allowed, by law, to specify a brand) but usually list a specific  
viscosity grade, or a selection of viscosity grades based on ambient temperatures, a minimum level of 
quality (API SL/JASO MA, for example) and sometimes a designation of base oil type (mineral, semi-
synthetic or full-synthetic). Especially while your bike is under warranty, they both suggest sticking 
strictly to oils that meet those guidelines. If your bike is past the warranty period, it is still good to stick 
with those manufacturer recommendations since they designed the motor and know the specific needs. If 
the manufacturer specifically recommends petroleum-based oil, use that as some internal seals require 
that to “swell” in size and work properly. 
 If the motorcycle manufacturer does not specify mineral, synthetic, or semi-synthetic, it is open 
to you to choose. Generally, a synthetic oil will have a longer life than a mineral-based oil. 
 When it comes to the viscosity ratings, again it is best to stick with the manufacturer  
recommendations, but in a pinch, it is the second number or “summer” rating that is most critical since 
that is the typical operating temperature. So, if the manufacturer recommended oil is a 10W-50, you 
could use a 15W-50 as that first “W” number is most critical at startup in cold temperatures. 
 Specifically, for the Maxima line, Marcella provided this example: “If no composition specifics 
are given in the manual, then the user can default to their riding style and expectations as to which oil to 
use. If the manual only specifies a 10W-40 meeting JASO MA, for example, the user could choose min-
eral Premium 10W-40, semi-synthetic Syn Blend 10W-40, full-syn Pro Plus 10W-40 or the full-syn, 
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pure race oil Extra 10W-40. Premium is probably sufficient for most riding under this scenario, but if the 
user wants a little additional oil durability, Syn Blend would be a good choice. If they run the bike hard, 
frequent the track, and want the longevity of a synthetic, Pro Plus would be more ideal. If they strictly 
race the bike and rebuild the engine frequently, Extra would be the best choice to get that slight  
competitive edge.” 

Select correct Motorcycle oil  
After consulting your owner’s manual for the recommended oil type, you still have several options 
among brands. Generally, the higher-cost synthetic oils will hold up better in extreme conditions. 
 Motorex’s Riley provided this example for choosing among their various lines of oils. “This is a 
‘pay now or pay later question.’ For example, a KTM 350 S-XF owner’s manual specifies 10-hour  
service intervals but only if you run a full PAO & double ester-based engine oil (Cross Power 4T 10W50 
is the full PAO & double ester-based oil in the Motorex line). PAO is derived from natural-gas  
molecules and, together with esters, handles heat much better than petroleum derived base oils. If you 
ride your bike for 40 hours, with the recommended 10-hour service interval, one liter of oil at $19.50 + 
the oil filter (about $8) equals $27.50 times four oil changes for a total of $110. If you use the less     
expensive Group 3 based oil, your recommended service interval goes down to four hours, so the $15 oil 
plus filter equals $23 times 10 oil changes for a total cost of $230. And in the extreme case, a Group 2 
(mineral) based oil cost only $5 per liter plus the filter of $8, but the recommended service interval drops 
to just one hour, so it will cost just $13 per oil change but with 40 changes over 40 hours, your total cost 
is $520, not to mention the time and disposal of a lot more oil. Do your motorcycle, your wallet, and the 
environment a favor by using the highest-quality engine oil available to you.” 

If you just need to top off your bike between oil changes, is it critical to use the same oil 
that you used for the last oil change? 

 It is best to use the same oil if possible, but if you are not positive about what you used or if you 
don’t have that same oil but have something similar, it will not hurt to mix oils. It should be the  
recommended viscosity but will mix even if it is not the same. This is true even for mixing synthetic and  
petroleum-based oil. It is better to have the proper amount of oil than be concerned about having the  
exact same oil. 

In Conclusion 

 You should definitely use the specific motorcycle rated oil recommended in your owner’s manu-
al and the more premium, synthetic options available for the various oil brands are likely worth the mon-
ey due to the longer service intervals necessary (unless your owner’s manual specifically recommends 
petroleum-based oil). And if you need to top it off, it is ideal to use the same oil brand/viscosity/type of 
oil, but if you don’t have that, it is okay to use other motorcycle oils although that should be the same 
viscosity. And we didn’t mention this above, but changing the oil-based on the recommended operating 
hours in the owner’s manual is also very important and cheap insurance against serious failures. And if 
you run your bike harder or in extreme conditions, it is also best to change it sooner than the recommen-
dations. CN 

https://www.cyclenews.com/2020/05/article/how-to-select-the-correct-motorcycle-oil/  
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DELEGATE  REPORT  

STATE  
MEETINGS  
Host Chapter Host Chapter Host Chapter Host Chapter     
& Location& Location& Location& Location 

2020 State Meetings 

 

June 13 Vintage 

St. Augustine 

August 8 Lake 

Oct. 10 Gulf Coast 

Dec. 12 Forest 

 ABATE of FL Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

GBNF 

 Ed “Gunner” Bassett 
Frank “Pipes” Cook 

 Robert “Torch” Lyle 
 Niurka Crespo 

 Phil Moore 
 Michael Steffy  

Tom “Ramblin’Man”  
Botticelli 

Karen Watkins 
“Bones” Maurice Clark 

Danny Palm 

 The hosting hotel for the June State meeting has extended the deadline to reserve a hotel 
room at the discounted ABATE rate until May 31st. If you would like to reserve a room please 
contact:  
The Ponce Hotel  1111 N. Ponce DeLeon Blvd St. Augustine, FL 32084 1-904-824-5554 Men-
tion ABATE for the discounted price of $139. After May 31st the price will return to $239 per 
night.   The price does include a FREE shuttle to downtown AND a FREE breakfast. 
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 SUPPORT MEMBERS’ BUSINESSES  
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WEEKLY EVENTS 
WAITING TO HEAR Updates 
Wed Gorilla Motors Bike Night A 
new owner took over island jacks. 
They're changing the name to the 
King Crab Shack. They're redoing 
the whole interior right now. when I 
talked to the owner he said that 
hopefully by the second week of 
June.—Gorilla Bob 

Last Thurs Turboz/Ralph’s Bike 
Night Jupiter  End of month so 
maybe as the bars re-open 
1st Fri Black Pistons MC WPB 
Open House June cancelled as 
curfew on, might effect other events 
2nd Fri AOA WPB Open Houses 
3rd  Fri  States MC Lake Worth 
Open House 8pm   
4th Fri  Lone  Legion MC  
Brotherhood Open House 
 
SAT night Fly n Wheels Open  
 
SUN Lone Legion Breakfast  
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ABATE of FL Inc. PALM BEACH 

CHAPTER MEETINGS 

11:30 AM  V.F.W. Post 4143 at 2404 Broadway, Riviera 
Beach 561-844-5718. From I 95 exit Blue Heron Blvd. go east to 
Broadway (Federal Hwy., US- 1) turn right, go south 1 block the 
V.F.W. is on the east side. Look for the flag. Come for breakfast 

and the meeting 

2020  
3rd Sunday June 21  
3rd Sunday July 19 

3rd Sunday Aug. 16 

SOUTH FLORIDA  
PRESIDENTS COUNCIL 
BROWARD EVENTS 

JUNE Check openings/curfews 
6th-Sat AOA South FL Memorial 
GBNF 1%ers  
7th-Sun Wings of  Gold MC Ft. Laud. 
- PARTY 

13th-Sat Midnight Club Reapers MC - 
Annual   
27-Sat USMV MC S. Broward Annual 
JULY 

4th-Sat Independence Day 

12th-Sun Alternative MC - Annual 
19th-Sun Soldiers for Jesus MC 
BROWARD - Annual  

25th-Sat Wheels of Man MC - 
CHILI COOK-OFF 

AUGUST 

7th-16th Sturgis Motorcycle Rally 

14th-16th South FL Tattoo Convention 

16th-Sun AOA FT. LAUD. -51st 
ANNIVERSARY PARTY- 

23rd-Sun Scurvy Few MC Annual 
30th- Sun Southern MC Teddy  
Bear Run  

SEPTEMBER    
7th-Mon Labor Day 

13th-Sun States MC Pompano Key 
West Tune UP Party 

18th-20th Petersons Key West ?  
26th-Sat Kingdom of Brothers MC 
- ANNUAL**    
OCTOBER 

4th-Sun Mystic Seven Annual 
10th-Sat Outcast - PARTY 

11th-Sun S.E. ABATE - Annual 
15th-18th Daytona Biketoberfest 
24th-Sat Wheels of Man MC - 
HALLOWEEN PARTY 

25th-Sun CMA - MEMORIAL 

NOVEMBER  

7th-Sat Heathens MC - ANNUAL 

11th-Wed Veterans Day 

14th-Sat USMVMC CH 1 Annual 
21st-Sat Leathernecks MC Annual 
26th-Thurs Thanksgiving Day 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

  

4 5 
Black Pistons 
Open House  

6 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

7 
Wings of 
Gold MC 

Lauderdale   

8 9 10 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Bike Night 

11 12 
AOA WPB 
Open House  
  

13 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

ABATE FL 
State 
 Meeting 
Soaked 
Sore Ass 
Run 

Backyard 
BBQ WPB 

14 
Ride 4 Life  

Flag Day 
Recognition 
Ride 

15 
National Ride 
to Work Day  

16 17 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Bike Night 

18 19 
States LW 
Open House   

  

20 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

21 

ABATE PB 
Chapter 
Meeting  

22 23 24 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Bike Night 

25 
Turboz/
Ralph’s Bike 
Night   
 

26 
Lone Legion 
Open House  

  

27 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

28 29 30     

June 2020 Hopefully 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Bike Night 

2 3 
Black Pistons 
Open House  
 

4 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

5 6 7 8 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Bike Night 

9 10 
AOA WPB 
Open House  
  

11 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

12 13 14 15 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Bike Night 

16 17 
States LW 
Open House   

18 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

19 
ABATE PB 
Chapter 
Meeting  

20 21 22 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Bike Night 

23 24 
Lone Legion 
Open House  

25 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

26 27 28 29 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Bike Night 

30 
Turboz/
Ralph’s Bike 
 Night   

31  

July 2020 
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Precinct Finder (https://www.pbcelections.org/PrecinctFinder.aspx) Palm 
Beach Elections Site  - put in your address and get ALL your Election  
Information and look under My Districts for your representatives.  
In these sidebars Underlined District # , names link in the online version. 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
DAN “SLOW-MOTION” HENDERSON 

FEDERAL 

 U.S. Senators 
 Marco Rubio 

 Rick Scott 
 

U.S. HOUSE 
 

District 18 

      Brian Mast (R) 
 

District 20 

     Alcee Hastings 
  

District 21 

     Lois Frankel 
  

District 22 

     Ted Deutch 

  

PALM  BEACH Co. 
FL House of 
Representatives 
 
D81  Tina Scott Polsky (D) 
850-717-5081 Tallahassee 
561-470-2086 Boca/Belle Glade 
  

D82  Mary Lynn Magar (R) 
850-717-5082 Tallahassee 
772-545-3481 Hove Sound 

  

D85  Rich Roth (R) 
850-717-5085 Tallahassee 
561-625-5176 Palm Bch Garden 

  

D86  Matt Willhite (D) 
850-717-5086 Tallahassee 
561-791-4071(2) WPB 

  

D87  David Silvers (D) 
850-717-5085 Tallahassee 
561-352-4824 West Palm Beach 

  

D88  Al Jacquet (D) 
850-717-5088 Tallahassee 
561-650-6846 West Palm Bch 

  

D89   Mike Caruso  (R) 
850-717-5089Tallahassee 
561-750-2396 Boca Raton 

  

D90   Joseph A. Casello (D) 
850-717-5090 Tallahassee 
561-374-7850 Boynton Bch 

  

D91   Emily Slosberg (D) 
850-717-5087 Tallahassee 
561-496-5940 Delray Beach 

 

Palm Beach County 

FL Senators  
 

D25   Gayle Harrell (R) 
850-487-5025 Tallahassee 
772-221-4019  Stuart 
 

D29 Kevin Rader (D) 
850-487-5029 Tallahassee 
561-443-8170 Boca Raton 

  

D30   Bobby Powell (D) 
850-487-500 Tallahassee 
561-650-6880 WP Bch 

  

D31  Lori Berman (D) 
850-487-5031 Tallahassee 
561-292-6014 Boynton 

ADVANCES: WEEK OF JUNE 7, 2020 

June 5, 2020           NSF Staff 
TALLAHASSEE --- Democrats have not 
controlled either chamber of the Florida 
Legislature since 1996, and that is unlikely 
to change this year. 
 But as candidates and the political 
parties gear up for the November elec-
tions, a key issue to watch is whether 
Democrats can inch closer to Republicans 
in the Florida Senate --- or whether the 
GOP will maintain, or possibly even ex-
pand, its 23-17 majority. 
 While many candidates have long 
prepared for this year’s races, they will 
take the formal step of qualifying to run 
during the coming week. All of the seats 
in House, where Republicans have an 
overwhelming majority, are up for elec-
tion, as are 21 of the 40 Senate seats. 
 Two of the most hotly contested 
races involve seats that are open because 
Sen. Anitere Flores, R-Miami, and Sen. 
David Simmons, R-Altamonte Springs, 
face term limits. 
 Rep. Javier Fernandez, D-South 
Miami, and Rep. Ana Maria Rodriguez, R-

Doral, are expected to slug it out to re-
place Flores in Senate District 39, which is 
made up of Monroe County and part of 
Miami-Dade County. Senate Democratic 
leaders, meanwhile, are backing attorney 
Patricia Sigman in a race against former 
Rep. Jason Brodeur, R-Sanford, to replace 
Simmons in District 9, which is made up 
of Seminole County and part of Volusia 
County. 
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 It is unclear whether the qualifying period will bring any surprises, though veteran Sen. Tom 
Lee, R-Thonotosassa, added a twist recently by announcing that he will step down in November, two 
years before the scheduled end of his term. That has created another Senate race this year in District 20, 
which spans parts of Hillsborough, Pasco and Polk counties. 
ADVANCES: WEEK OF MAY 31, 2020 May 29, NSF Staff 

TALLAHASSEE --- Irma and Michael caused billions of dollars in damage. Dorian threatened 
to devastate parts of Florida’s East Coast before turning away. 

Those hurricanes were bad enough the past three years. 
But as Florida starts the six-month hurricane season on Monday, a whole new variable has been 

added: What happens if a hurricane hammers the state in the middle of the coronavirus pandemic? 
Emergency-management officials and electric utilities have been working on plans that take into 

account the dangers posed by the virus if a hurricane hits the state. That includes changes related to 
evacuations and shelters. 

“We've been always telling people to leave. Now, potentially, county emergency managers will 
be saying, ‘Know your home, know your (flood) zone,’” Jared Moskowitz, director of the state Division 
of Emergency Management, said. “So, if you live in a surge zone, yes, you'll still have to get out. But if 
your house was a new construction. It's built to code and we get a Category 1 or Category 2 storm, per-
haps they'll decide that the safest place for you to be is in your home. So, the issue is shelter in place. 
That's clearly different.” 

Plans also deal with how to safely house and feed the thousands of utility workers who could be 
needed to help restore power after a storm. 

“FPL and many of our customers have been through storms together, but this year is like no oth-
er,” Florida Power & Light President and CEO Eric Silagy said in a prepared statement. “We face the 
real and daunting prospect of staring down something none of us has ever had to deal with: a hurricane 
and a global pandemic at the same time. While the circumstances have changed, FPL’s steadfast com-
mitment to restoring power safely and as quickly as possible has not.” 
BACKROOM BRIEFING: TRYING TO FILL THE HOLE May 28, Jim Turner 

TALLAHASSEE --- Florida TaxWatch wants lawmakers to require the collection of sales taxes 
on online purchases and to reach a gambling deal with the Seminole Tribe as ways to patch a nearly 
$900 million hole in state revenue caused last month by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Legislature’s Office of Economic & Demographic Research released a report Tuesday that 
detailed the damage to state revenue in April from the pandemic and stay-at-home orders. 

“Today’s report from the Office of Economic and Demographic Research is staggering and 
makes the economic toll of COVID-19 abundantly clear,” Florida TaxWatch President and CEO Domi-
nic Calabro said in a statement Tuesday. “With revenue collections for the month of April coming in at 
more than $878 million below estimates, our leaders must take action to remain accountable to the tax-
payers of our state and set Florida on the right path forward.” 
A large chunk of the drop in expected revenues was due to the decline in tourism, with sales-tax num-
bers down $598.2 million, or 24.1 percent from an earlier projection by economists. 

Lawmakers have repeatedly considered --- and rejected --- proposals aimed at boosting the col-
lection of sales taxes on goods purchased online by Floridians. While businesses with physical presences 
in Florida collect and remit such  taxes, out-of-state retailers often do not. 

This year’s versions of the so-called “E-Fairness” legislation (SB 126 and HB 159) cleared two 
Senate committees and never got heard in the House. The issue has long been backed by groups such as 
Associated Industries of Florida, the Florida Chamber of Commerce and the Florida Retail Federation, 
which say Florida retailers are put at a disadvantage when out-of-state businesses don’t collect sales tax-
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es on online purchases. 
The state Revenue Estimating Conference projected in January that the legislation would gener-

ate $479 million a year in currently uncollected revenue for the state and another $132.9 million a year 
for local governments. 

Also, lawmakers during the past couple of years have unsuccessfully grappled with trying to 
reach a new gambling deal with the Seminole Tribe that could pump more money into the state budget. 
Last year, the tribe quit a longstanding revenue-sharing agreement with the state --- nearly $330 million 
in 2018 --- after negotiations on a new gambling deal went nowhere. 

Debate has involved issues such as the possibility of offering legalized sports betting in Florida 
and a dispute about lucrative “designated player” card games at pari-mutuel facilities. 

Lawmakers in March passed a $93.2 billion budget for the fiscal year that starts July 1. Despite 
the bleak April revenue numbers, Senate President Bill Galvano, R-Bradenton, continued to press Tues-
day for patience from his colleagues as more fiscal data becomes available about the impact of the virus. 

Galvano also pointed to $4.6 billion from a federal stimulus law known as the CARES Act, 
though questions remain how the state might be able to use the money. He also noted state revenues in 
January, February and March were collectively $202.4 million above earlier estimates, which “will help 
buffer the loss reflected in this (April) and subsequent reports.” 
PORTS LOOK FOR HELP  The Florida Ports Council is hoping the state’s seaports can be included if 
Congress comes up with another stimulus package to help deal with the economic problems created by 
COVID-19. 

“We understand that the initial focus of the president, Congress and the state of Florida has been 
on health care, small businesses, payroll and unemployment, but the impact of COVID-19 on the move-
ment of cargo and passengers through Florida and the U.S. is also having a negative impact on our na-
tion’s economy,” Florida Ports Council President & CEO Doug Wheeler wrote in a draft letter to House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., and House Republican Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif. 

The goal is to build a case for federal relief to cover more than $330 million in lost revenue from 
cruise and cargo operations, along with at least $22 million in anticipated costs of running future opera-
tions under new federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention safety guidelines, according to 
Wheeler’s letter. 
ADS TARGET VOTERS IN BATTLEGROUNDS 

A new round of PAC-funded ads showcases the perceived importance of Florida and other bat-
tlegrounds states in the 2020 elections and the ability of political groups to target voters. 

The League of Conservation Voters Victory Fund and the Democratic super-PAC Priorities 
USA Action announced putting up $14 million for a bilingual digital and mail campaign attacking Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s environmental record in six battleground states --- Arizona, Florida, Michigan, 
North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. 

In Florida, the target is more than 365,000 swing voters who have paid increased attention to the 
environment, of whom 40 percent are Latino voters, league spokeswoman Emily Samsel said. 

“The target universe was determined through advanced modeling techniques,” Samsel said in an 
email. 

The ads going after Trump on climate change and his handling of the coronavirus are running on 
digital platforms like Hulu, YouTube, Roku, Facebook, Google Search and Pandora radio. 
Meanwhile, the Republican State Leadership Committee is focusing on four Democratic-held state 
House seats in Florida that are in districts won by Trump in 2016. 
The seats are District 59, held by Rep. Adam Hattersley of Riverview; District 69, held by Rep. Jennifer 
Webb of Gulfport; District 72, held by Rep. Margaret Good of Sarasota; and District 84, held by Rep. 
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Delores Hogan Johnson of Fort Pierce. 
Hattersley and Good are running for Congress this year, opening up the state House seats. 

TWEET OF THE WEEK: “The Republican Party of Florida would welcome the opportunity to host 
the Republican National Convention. Florida is committed to ensuring a safe, secure and successful 
event for President @realDonaldTrump and all attendees.’ --- Chairman @JoeGruters.” --- 
(@FloridaGOP). 
THE WEEKLY ROUNDUP: BATTEN DOWN THE HATCHES May 29,  Ana Ceballos 

TALLAHASSEE --- In the middle of a public health crisis, Florida is already preparing for an-
other potential emergency: hurricane season. 

The six-month Atlantic hurricane season kicks off Monday. And due to the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic, emergency-management officials have made changes to the way Floridians may need to 
evacuate and shelter in response to a powerful storm. 

Asking hordes of people to evacuate and seek refuge outside of their homes could prove contra-
ry to state officials’ repeated instructions telling Floridians to remain socially distant from others to 
avoid spreading COVID-19. 

“It may be that if your home is safe when that hurricane is approaching, that sheltering in place 
may be the best option for you,” Florida Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz 
said during a press conference with Gov. Ron DeSantis on Friday. 
The approach to emergency shelters will also look vastly different than in past years, when hundreds of 
people crammed into high school auditoriums and gyms. 

This season, people who go to shelters are less likely to be crowded into single large rooms. 
Caps will be placed, maybe 50 people to a shelter, or evacuees could be spread across complexes such 
as schools, where each classroom could be used by five to 10 people. Another possibility is that people 
could find themselves filling hotels that would otherwise be low on occupancy. 

While the hope is for an inactive hurricane season, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration last week forecast an above-active hurricane season, with 13 to 19 named storms. Six to 10 
of the storms are predicted to reach hurricane status. 

“There's nobody who wishes we didn't have a hurricane more than myself this year. But we'll be 
ready,” Moskowitz said Friday. 
UNHAPPY PEOPLE  A Leon County circuit judge on Thursday refused to order the Florida Depart-
ment of Economic Opportunity to take steps to “fix” the state’s much-maligned unemployment compen-
sation system, pointing to the constitutional separation of powers. 

“The law in Florida is without a shadow of a doubt clear that courts can’t tell executive agen-
cies how to run their business,” Judge John Cooper said. 

Cooper rejected the request for a preliminary injunction in a potential class-action lawsuit filed 
on behalf of people who have faced problems in receiving unemployment benefits amid massive job 
losses during the coronavirus pandemic. 

Plaintiffs filed the lawsuit last month and have raised a series of issues, including that the state 
and a contractor, Deloitte Consulting, were negligent in their handling of Florida’s CONNECT online 
unemployment system and breached a fiduciary duty. 

But Cooper, who held a hearing that lasted all day Tuesday and throughout Thursday afternoon, 
said he doesn’t think he has “the power to take control” of the Department of Economic Opportunity 
under the separation of powers between the executive and judicial branches of government. 

The judge acknowledged that the decision “is going to make a lot of people unhappy with me” 
but said he also hadn’t seen evidence about how the unemployment system could be fixed. 

“We can’t even agree what ‘fix’ means among the parties,” Cooper said, adding that he did not 
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see any evidence about how the unemployment system could be fixed. 
DeSantis has described the CONNECT system, which started operating in 2013, as a “jalopy.” 
During Thursday’s hearing, Daniel Nordby, an attorney for the Department of Economic Op-

portunity, said the agency has sympathy for people who are out of work and have faced challenges in 
getting unemployment benefits. 

But Nordby raised a series of legal arguments opposing a preliminary injunction and said the 
agency has taken numerous steps to improve the system and pay claims. 
DESANTIS FILLS OUT SUPREME COURT 

DeSantis on Tuesday appointed John Couriel and Renatha Francis to the Florida Supreme Court, choos-
ing two justices who are expected to cement the court’s conservative majority for years to come. 

In selecting Couriel and Francis, DeSantis tapped two justices who share his conservative views 
on the limited roles of the courts, after a liberal-leaning bloc for years thwarted Republican lawmakers 
and governors on numerous high-profile policy fronts. 

Francis, a Palm Beach County circuit judge, will become the first Jamaican-American to serve 
on Florida’s highest court, DeSantis said. She also will be the first black justice since Peggy Quince 
retired early last year. 

Couriel, a Miami litigator who once served as a federal prosecutor and who was recommended 
by U.S. Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., and former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, will bring “extensive business 
experience” to the court, Desantis said. 

The appointment’s two-month delay due to the coronavirus pandemic raised some questions in 
the legal community. 

The Florida Constitution says the governor was obligated to make the appointments 60 days 
after the Florida Supreme Court Judicial Nominating Commission certified a slate of nine nominees on 
Jan. 23. 

But the governor missed the March 23 deadline because of the coronavirus pandemic, he said. 
And in late March, DeSantis said he would make the appointment by May 1, a deadline he also missed. 

The decision to push back his Supreme Court picks past the initial March 23 deadline appeared 
to be the first time a governor used a state of emergency to delay the selection of justices, Florida Su-
preme Court spokesman Craig Waters said at the time. 

“We were going through the vetting process in my office once we had the certified list, but the 
state of emergency with the coronavirus prompted us to delay the selections,” DeSantis said on Tues-
day. 

Francis is ineligible to sit on the Supreme Court until Sept. 24, when she will mark her 10th 
year as a Florida Bar member. The Constitution requires 10 years as a Bar member to serve on the 
state’s highest court. 

Helen Aguirre Ferre, a spokeswoman for the governor, said in an email that DeSantis appointed 
Francis because of her "exemplary work" as a judge and the state Constitution sets out eligibility stand-
ards for a justice taking office. 

"As with any Supreme Court justice, the time of commission is not limited to a particular time," 
Ferre said in the email. "Judge Francis is on maternity leave and will take her seat on the bench Septem-
ber 24, 2020." 
STORY OF THE WEEK: Gov. Ron DeSantis appointed John Couriel and Renatha Francis to the 
Florida Supreme Court, after a two-month delay due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “We cannot let our fight against one disease come at the expense of all our 
other long-term work in preventing other equally dangerous and other fatal diseases to be forgotten.” --- 
South Florida pediatrician Audrey Ofir, chairwoman of the vaccination committee for the Florida Chap-
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ter of the American Academy of Pediatrics, regarding a drop in child immunizations amid the COVID-

19 pandemic. 
AHURRICANE PREP TAX ‘HOLIDAY’ BEGINS FRIDAY 

May 26, Tom Urban    Jim Turner 
      TALLAHASSEE --- Starting Friday, shoppers in Florida emerging from coronavirus stay-at-home 
orders can avoid paying sales taxes while putting together disaster-preparation stockpiles for the 2020 
hurricane season. 
     In addition to helping residents buy everything from coolers to generators, Florida Retail Federation 
President and CEO Scott Shalley hopes the seven-day tax “holiday” can provide a boost for businesses 
suffering from the economic fallout of the coronavirus pandemic. 
       “I think you're going to see, again, additional incentives from the retailers to encourage sales for 
disaster preparation,” Shalley said. “You'll continue to see, of course, all of the safe and smart shopping 
measures in terms of social distancing and sanitizing. But you're going to see an emphasis on sales of 
batteries, coolers and those sorts of things that help people get prepared now.” 
        The state-discounted items will coincide with wider hurricane-season enticements, some already 
being offered online, from businesses such as Lowe’s, Home Depot and Harbor Freight. 
   Still, federal officials have expressed concern about people being prepared for disasters this year. Hur-
ricane season will start Monday and continue through Nov. 30. 
 “Social distancing and other (federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)  
guidance to keep you safe from COVID-19 may impact the disaster preparedness plan you had in place, 
including what is in your go-kit, evacuation routes, shelters and more,” Carlos Castillo, acting deputy 
administrator for resilience for the Federal Emergency Management Agency, said in a prepared state-
ment. “With tornado season at its peak, hurricane season around the corner, and flooding, earthquakes 
and wildfires a risk year-round, it is time to revise and adjust your emergency plan now.” 
 FEMA’s storm-prep checklist includes flashlights, batteries, portable radios, multi-purpose 
tools, emergency fuel, personal hygiene items, cell-phone chargers, emergency contact lists and copies 
of personal documents, along with supplies of water, food and medication for three days to two weeks, 
depending on different scenarios involving evacuation or riding out the disaster at home. 
 Florida lawmakers included the disaster-preparation tax holiday in a $47.7 million tax package 
(HB 7097) approved in March. The $5.6 million tax holiday will last through June 4. 
 During the period, shoppers will be able to avoid paying sales taxes on items such as reusable 
ice packs that cost $10 or less; flashlights and lanterns costing $20 or less; gasoline and diesel fuel con-
tainers costing $25 or less. coolers and batteries costing $30 or less; and radios and tarps costing $50 or 
less. 
 The biggest-ticket items included in the holiday are portable generators that cost $750 or less. 
 The discounts are not available at businesses in airports or at public-lodging facilities and can’t 
be used to buy car and boat batteries. The discounts also can’t be offered at theme parks and entertain-
ment complexes. 
 The tax bill passed in March and signed into law by Gov. Ron DeSantis also includes a three-
day back-to-school tax holiday on school supplies, clothes and computer equipment. That holiday will 
be held from Aug. 7 through Aug. 9.  
ADVANCES: WEEK OF MAY 24, 2020 May 22, 2020      NSF Staff 
TALLAHASSEE --- Plans to reopen state university campuses in the fall might start to get clearer. 

University system Chancellor Marshall Criser on Thursday is expected to offer guidelines for 
bringing students and faculty back to campuses, which were emptied in March because of the COVID-

19 pandemic. Universities have already been working on plans, but they are supposed to use the guide-
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lines as they prepare to make presentations June 23 to the system’s Board of Governors. 
Criser will offer the guidelines Thursday during a meeting of the Board of Governors, after 

weeks of work by a university-system task force studying the complex mix of issues. 
“Our measured and thoughtful approach will be informed by science and medical professionals, 

and we are working hard to develop sound guidelines that enhance campus safety, as well as continue to 
meet the board’s rigorous academic performance and student success goals,” Board of Governors Chair-
man Syd Kitson said in a prepared statement this month. 

Students at the 12 universities finished the spring semester through online courses, which will 
continue during the summer. But uncertainty has remained about whether they would return to campus 
classrooms in the fall or whether they would continue distance learning --- or whether schools would 
use a combination. 

Florida International University President Mark Rosenberg said in a letter Friday to his 
“university community” that FIU is looking at a phased approach to bringing people back to campus. He 
also wrote that remote “options will be considered for any member of the community who self-discloses 
a vulnerability associated with COVID-19 and does not feel safe returning to campus.” 

“Transition into a full return to pre-COVID-19 conditions will depend upon the development of 
widespread testing and tracing and the availability of different therapeutic modalities to prevent and/or 
treat COVID-19,” Rosenberg wrote. “Transition between phases will be determined by guidance and 
data from the CDC (the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) and from state, local, and 
university health professionals.” 

Rosenberg also noted that FIU’s Miami campus is in the region of the state that has been hit 
hardest by COVID-19. 

“While we are preparing to welcome students back in the fall, we are being careful and ac-
knowledging that South Florida is the state’s COVID-19 epicenter,” he wrote. “What we do know with 
certainty is that physical distancing, face coverings and other mitigation measures will be part of our 
new reality.” 
WEEKLY ROUNDUP: ‘REALLY DIFFICULT’  May 22,  Ana Ceballos 

TALLAHASSEE --- As Florida’s reopening plan chugs along, unemployment woes continued 
to plague Gov. Ron DeSantis and his administration this week. 

New numbers released on Friday show the state’s unemployment rate almost tripled in April, 
reaching nearly 13 percent. That’s roughly 1.2 million Floridians out of work. 

“It’s been really difficult,” DeSantis said about grappling with the soaring unemployment num-
bers. “If we can get people back to work, get some confidence back in the communities, you’ll start to 
see, hopefully, that a lot of these jobs will be recovered.” 

But that will take time, DeSantis said. Meanwhile, the state’s system for doling out jobless ben-
efits continued to have problems, as a data breach left the personal information of almost 100 claimants 
exposed. 

The Florida Department of Economic Opportunity acknowledged the data breach on Thursday 
but did not say what information was exposed or when the breach occurred. It only said the breach was 
addressed within an hour of officials becoming aware of the incident. 

It’s against that background that DeSantis has continued to tout health-care numbers amid the 
coronavirus pandemic and to make announcements about reopening the state after nearly two months on 
partial lockdown. The latest efforts include lifting state-level restrictions on youth activities, like sum-
mer camps and sports, and giving the go-ahead for vacation rentals in various parts of the state. 
ROLLING OUT THE WELCOME MATS Vacation rentals in many areas were allowed to reopen 
with some restrictions this week, after being shut down as part of DeSantis’ response to the pandemic. 
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Halsey Beshears, secretary of the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation, 
had approved plans submitted by 26 counties as of mid-day Friday. The plans allow vacation rentals to 
immediately resume operations, just as the busiest tourist season starts in regions such as the Panhandle. 

Some counties said they will allow hosts to rent out properties if they agree to enhance cleaning 
procedures, reject reservations from international travelers and agree to only welcome guests from states 
that are not considered hot spots for COVID-19. 

DeSantis said last week he would be OK with lifting the ban on vacation rentals if county and 
state officials gave the go-ahead first. 

The governor banned vacation rentals in late March as part of an executive order aimed at curb-
ing the spread of COVID-19, the respiratory illness caused by the coronavirus. He said the move would 
discourage visitors from hotspots for the virus. 

But he did not impose any state restrictions for hotels, motels, inns or time shares, prompting 
property owners and management companies to accuse the governor of arbitrarily targeting the vacation-

rental industry. 
CHILDREN’S ILLNESS STILL A MYSTERY  Florida has seen a growing number of children with 
a COVID-19 related illness, but how long it has been attacking children and the number of pediatric pa-
tients who have been treated remains unknown. 

Florida Department of Health officials won’t say how many suspected or confirmed cases of 
“multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children,” or MIS-C, have been reported to county health de-
partments. They have not replied to email inquiries since state Surgeon General Scott Rivkees confirmed 
on Monday that Florida was “beginning to see a few cases.” 

Wolfson Children's Hospital in Jacksonville had two patients with confirmed cases of MIS-C. 
But Mobeen Rathore, a physician and chief of the University of Florida Division of Pediatric 

Infectious Diseases and Immunology, said 12 patients in the Jacksonville area have been treated at 
Wolfson since mid-April who are now suspected to have had MIS-C. 

“This is an evolving situation. Our first cases, they weren’t even called MIS-C at that time.” 
Rathore, who practices at Wolfson, told The News Service of Florida on Thursday. 

While the state Department of Health has not commented on the numbers of cases, Rathore said 
Florida might not have the data yet. He noted that physicians and hospitals weren’t told to report the 
data to the state until this week. 

MIS-C manifests in people under age 21 who are positive for COVID-19 or have antigens or 
have been exposed to COVID-19 in the four weeks prior to the onset of symptoms, according to the fed-
eral Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The symptoms include fever, rash, swelling of the 
hands and feet, irritation and redness of the whites of the eyes, swollen lymph glands in the neck and 
irritation and inflammation of the mouth, lips and throat. 
MEANWHILE, IN NON-CORONAVIRUS NEWS …  State law enforcement officials found “no 
evidence of fraudulent intent” by Florida Democrats after more than a year-long investigation into al-
leged voter fraud, records show. 

The Florida Department of Law Enforcement on Wednesday released records tied to an investi-
gation into Florida Democratic Party members altering election forms at the tail end of the 2018 election 
cycle, which was dominated by three statewide recounts. 

Investigators found “no evidence of fraudulent intent to use the altered forms” on April 20 and 
handed the case over to the Florida Office of Statewide Prosecution to determine if there was enough 
evidence and information to file charges. 

State investigators concluded that Democrats altered the forms in anticipation of what they 
hoped would be a favorable court ruling in a lawsuit the party had filed challenging a deadline for fixing 
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signature problems on mail-in ballots. 
Florida Statewide Prosecutor Nick Cox said Wednesday there was a “lack of sufficient evidence 

to support prosecution” in the case. 
The voter fraud complaints against Democrats came at the end of the 2018 elections as counties 

completed required recounts in the races for governor, U.S. Senate and state agriculture commissioner. 
STORY OF THE WEEK: Florida’s unemployment rate climbed to 12.9 percent in April, a dramatic 
increase stemming from a statewide partial shutdown of businesses because of the coronavirus pandem-
ic. 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “Very few people are saying, ‘Yeah, it’s time. Let’s go right back right 
now.’ The most that people are saying is, ‘You know, I have a performance class or a ceramics class or 
an upper-division physics lab class that really can’t be done any other way so let’s explore what we have 
to do.’” --- University of Central Florida trustee Joseph Harrington said during a conference call Thurs-
day about the steps universities are considering before reopening in the fall. 
BACKROOM BRIEFING: TEST QUESTIONS May 21, Jim Turner, Ana Ceballos 

TALLAHASSEE --- Gov. Ron DeSantis has pushed to expand testing of Floridians to see how 
widely the coronavirus has spread across the state. But when it comes to talking about his own family’s 
testing, he would rather not comment. 

“I don’t have anything to announce about any testing,” DeSantis told reporters this week after he 
was asked whether his wife, First Lady Casey DeSantis, has been tested for coronavirus antibodies. 

The question came nearly two months after the governor said that once antibody tests were 
available, he would want his wife to get one. 

“I want her to take a serological test … because she was sick in January and I am thinking to 
myself now, we didn’t really know what it was,” DeSantis said during a March 25 news conference. 
“My kids got a little sick. I was fine, but you know what? It could have been this (COVID-19, the dis-
ease caused by the coronavirus).” 

Now that Florida has begun testing health-care workers and residents for antibodies in some 
parts of the state, DeSantis won’t say if his wife has gotten a test. 

As for himself, DeSantis has also tried to keep the information under wraps. But on Tuesday, he 
told reporters that he has been tested for COVID-19 at least once. 

“I’ve not needed a diagnostic test, but I was tested when I went to the White House, just simply 
because everyone that goes to the White House gets the (Abbott COVID-19) test, so I did that,” the gov-
ernor said. 

Helen Aguirre Ferre, a spokeswoman for the governor, has repeatedly ignored questions from 
The News Service of Florida since May 8 about testing of the governor. 

Six days after the governor met with President Donald Trump at the White House, Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence’s press secretary was notified that she had tested positive for COVID-19, according to 
The Washington Post. 

The governor has also had close encounters with people in Florida who ended up testing positive 
for the virus. The CEO of Miami’s Jackson Health System, Carlos Migoya tested positive in late March. 
Eight days before the news broke about Migoya’s diagnosis, the governor held a press conference along-
side Migoya. 

The governor appeared to suggest on Tuesday that he does not want to get tested because he 
would rather tests be used for someone else. 

“My view on that was I am in a low-risk age group and we do have a lot more tests now, but I 
would rather those tests go somewhere else,” the governor said. 
‘THE BIG GUY’ Pence said he will be back in Florida next week as people are launched from Cape 
Canaveral for the first time in nearly nine years. 
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And DeSantis said “the big guy” will be there as well. 
“Pretty exciting event later this month in Central Florida with the launch,” DeSantis said while 

with Pence for a tourism event Wednesday at the Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel in Orlando. 
“I know, maybe you're going to be there. I know, I think the big guy is going to be there. So, I'll 

certainly be there,” DeSantis said. “We're looking forward to doing that. He's been a great advocate for 
the space industry both in terms of NASA but also the private sector.” 

Pence acknowledged only that he will attend as NASA astronauts Bob Behnken and Doug Hur-
ley are scheduled to be aboard the SpaceX Dragon spacecraft at 4:33 p.m. on Wednesday when it’s 
launched by a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket. 

“We're going to send American astronauts back to space on American rockets from Kennedy 
Space (Center). And I know how important the space enterprise is here in the history of Florida,” Pence 
said. “But I want to tell you that President Trump and I know that the history of space that will be writ-
ten is going to be greater still and Florida will play, and the Space Coast will play, a key role in that.” 

The last launch from the Cape with people aboard was the Space Shuttle Atlantis on July 8, 
2011. 
TURNING THE MAGIC BACK ON DeSantis is eager to sign off on plans to reopen the state’s 
amusement parks. 

With Walt Disney World, Universal Orlando, and SeaWorld starting to provide plans to Orange 
County’s reopening task force, DeSantis expressed enthusiasm for getting people back into the parks, 
which have been closed since mid-March due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

“Obviously, I want to get to yes,” DeSantis told leaders of the three sprawling tourist draws 
Wednesday while in Orlando with Pence. “I think if you work with your local (governments), you're 
going to be in pretty good shape.” 

DeSantis last week expanded the first phase of his economic revitalization effort to include re-
quirements for amusement parks to reopen --- submitting cleaning and testing requirements and physical 
distancing plans. 

“I really want to see which theme park opens the first water park,” DeSantis said. “Who's going 
to take the first move? My daughter is only 3. She may be a little too young. But she does want to go to 
the wave pool at some point. I can't promise you we’ll be there yet, but maybe in a couple years.” 

SeaWorld Interim Chief Executive Officer Marc Swanson said it could be “sometime” in June 
for the park to start letting guests in. 

“From kind of the time we get the approval, it's a couple of weeks, two, three, four weeks to 
ramp up,” Swanson said. “Get our employees back and get everybody in there. We're going to try to get 
our things moving as quickly as possible and then get the approval and move forward.” 

Walt Disney World’s Disney Springs and Universal’s City Walk dining and entertainment com-
plexes have already opened with new rules. 

“We've had almost no negative pushback from anyone, whether it be our team members or our 
guests,” said John Sprouls, executive vice president for Universal Parks & Resorts. “They understand it, 
they're cooperating, and they're actually welcoming the opportunity to be able to get out and get out and 
have a meal, walk around the lagoon and start to get back to normal.” 
TWEET OF THE WEEK: “I'm being selfless and letting my constituents hit the gym first. I'll return in 
phase 2 or 3.” --- State Rep. Chris Latvala, (@ChrisLatvala), responding to a question by Rep. Blaise 
Ingoglia about whether anyone else was checking their email for gym reopening notifications. 
ADVANCES: WEEK OF MAY 17, 2020 May 15, NSF Staff 

TALLAHASSEE --- By the time Florida released a March unemployment report, the 4.3 percent 
jobless rate seemed like it was from a different world. 
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The March numbers only caught the beginning of the avalanche of job losses caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. When the report was released April 17, hundreds of thousands of additional Flo-
ridians were out of work. 

But during the coming week, the state will get a better picture of the economic damage stem-
ming from businesses closing or scaling back because of the pandemic. The Florida Department of Eco-
nomic Opportunity on May 22 is slated to release an April unemployment report that will capture sever-
al weeks of jobs data. 

If the national unemployment rate for April is any gauge, the picture won’t be pretty. The na-
tional rate was 14.7 percent, virtually unthinkable just a few months ago. 

Florida has started gradually allowing businesses such as restaurants, retail shops and salons to 
reopen this month. But it appears clear that it could be awhile before Florida sees 4.3 percent again. 
BACKROOM BRIEFING: FIRING UP A POLITICAL FEUD May 14 Jim Turner 

TALLAHASSEE --- Florida Democrats hope to make wildfires that destroyed homes and other 
structures in the Panhandle the latest political wedge between Gov. Ron DeSantis and Agriculture Com-
missioner Nikki Fried, who some believe could clash in the 2022 gubernatorial election. 

The Florida Democratic Party wasted little time noting that Fried, the only statewide elected 
Democrat, had become the face of the state’s response to a series of wildfires, with the biggest a 2,000-

acre Five Mile Swamp blaze in Santa Rosa County that closed a portion of Interstate 10, damaged build-
ings and caused evacuations and power outages. 

“In a stark contrast to Ron DeSantis, Commissioner Fried made it a priority to thank the front-
line heroes who deserve the most credit, as opposed to DeSantis who took to Twitter to praise Donald 
Trump, not even mentioning our brave first responders,” the Florida Democratic Party said in a news 
release that also highlighted Fried’s state and national media appearances to address the response to the 
fires. 

Fried, who oversees the Florida Forest Service, DeSantis and state Chief Financial Officer Jim-
my Patronis all traveled to the region last week during the fires. Fried’s office later announced that a 
criminal investigation was underway for the Five Mile Swamp fire and an arrest had been made on 
charges of reckless burning and burning of illegal materials in a fire in Walton County. 

“Glad to join @NikkiFriedFL at the @SRC_EM to give Floridians the latest on the 
#FiveMileSwampFire,” Patronis, who serves as the state fire marshal, tweeted, referring to the state Di-
vision of Emergency Management. “Homeowners in need of assistance with filing insurance claims 
please call our Consumer Helpline at 1-877-MY-FL-CFO (693-5236).” 

Fried, who addressed the Pensacola media with Patronis, replied to Patronis in a tweet. 
“Glad to join @JimmyPatronis yesterday as we respond to the #5MileSwampFire and 

#MussettBayouFire,” Fried tweeted. “Coming together to protect lives and property is our number one 
priority.” 

DeSantis didn’t address the media while in Pensacola or address the fire at subsequent press 
conferences. But he issued three tweets about his visit. 

The first was about heading to Santa Rosa County for a briefing on the fire and that he had re-
quested assistance from the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

The second gave a thanks to President Donald Trump as the federal assistance had been ap-
proved and noted he had been briefed locally on the Five Mile Swamp fire. 

The third tweet highlighted his visit to Rusted Arrow Mercantile, a store in Pensacola, to pick up 
Mother’s Day gifts. 

“Great store in a beautiful downtown area!” DeSantis tweeted. 
Clashes and perceived clashes between DeSantis and Fried have been increasing. Recently, for 
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example, Fried has criticized DeSantis for leaving her off his Re-Open Task Force that came up with 
recommendations related to the coronavirus. 

Fried has also questioned DeSantis for canceling Cabinet meetings the past two months, saying 
elected officials need to jointly address the coronavirus even if the conversations are by phone. The Cab-
inet is set to meet on May 28, the first meeting since Feb. 4. 
ROLLING OUT THE WELCOME MAT Come to Florida, where we won’t arrest you. That was the 
message Patronis sent Tuesday to tech entrepreneur Elon Musk. 

In a series of tweets that also encouraged other people to join his Florida promotional  cam-
paign, Patronis invited Musk to relocate a Tesla electric car plant from Fremont, Calif., where he defied 
local orders by reopening the facility during the coronavirus pandemic. 

“Join me in inviting @elonmusk to Florida where he can reopen @Tesla without lawsuits and 
the threat of imprisonment,” Patronis tweeted. 

Responding to a reporter, Patronis added, “Would you ACTUALLY ever want to live in any 
other state than Florida??!!? @Tesla would gain in logistics to Europe (huge market) and the Americas. 
Come on, Disney? Happiest place on earth! #NoBrainer Help me trend #FloridaLovesTesla.” 

On Saturday, Musk tweeted his anger at the Alameda County Health Department, which would-
n’t let the factory reopen due to virus lockdown measures. 

“Frankly, this is the final straw,” Musk tweeted. “Tesla will now move its HQ and future pro-
grams to Texas/Nevada immediately. If we even retain Fremont manufacturing activity at all, it will be 
(dependent) on how Tesla is treated in the future. Tesla is the last carmaker left in CA.” 

The county announced on Tuesday that it had reached agreement on a plan that would allow 
Tesla to operate at the facility. 

But when the Daily Mail posted a story that said Musk could save billions of dollars moving to 
Nevada or Texas, Patronis jumped in that the tax savings could also be enjoyed in Florida. 

Musk has already spurned Florida once, opting in 2014 to set up the world's first private launch 
facility in Texas rather than at Cape Canaveral for his Space Exploration Technologies Corp., better 
known as SpaceX. 
CROSSING THE AISLE  Fourteen lawmakers in Florida’s 29-member congressional delegation drew 
positive marks for bipartisanship in 2019 from the Lugar Center, a Washington, D.C. think tank, and the 
McCourt School of Public Policy at Georgetown University. 

Among the 100 senators, Florida Republican Marco Rubio ranked ninth. U.S. Rep. Gus Bili-
rakis, a Republican who represents most of the Northern Tampa Bay area, was 32nd among representa-
tives, for the best score among Florida House members. 

The rankings were based on the frequency with which lawmakers worked with members of the 
other party on bill sponsorships and co-sponsorships, particularly in how often they succeeded in attract-
ing co-sponsors from members of the other party, and how often they in turn co-sponsored bills intro-
duced from across the aisle. Resolutions and ceremonial bills didn’t count. 

U.S. Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., ranked 81st in the Senate, where the bipartisanship list was led by 
U.S. Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine. 
TWEET OF THE WEEK: “WATCH: Protesters calling for gyms to reopen in Florida are doing squats 
and push-ups outside the Clearwater courthouse.” --- WFLA News (@WFLA). 
FLORIDA ADDS COVID-19 INTO ITS HURRICANE PREPARATIONS May 11, Jim Turner 

TALLAHASSEE --- With another expected active hurricane season starting June 1, Florida 
emergency management officials are taking into account a big new factor: the coronavirus. 

Division of Emergency Management Director Jared Moskowitz said last week his agency is re-
developing plans about evacuations and shelters, while also adding facemasks to the state’s stockpile of 
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storm supplies. 
“We're going to have 10 million masks in reserve by the time the hurricane season starts,” Moskowitz 
said. “And we signed a long-term deal with Honeywell to help get us 12 million N95 masks over the 
next year directly from the manufacturing plant, with a significant portion of that being delivered during 
hurricane season.” 
As of Sunday, Florida had 40,596 cases of COVID-19, the respiratory disease caused by the corona-
virus, with 1,721 deaths. With the respiratory disease expected to still be around this summer, that 
means changes will be needed at shelters. 
“The one thing that I think we've learned is this virus really thrives and transmits when you have close 
sustained contact with people inside an enclosed environment,” Gov. Ron DeSantis said last week dur-
ing an appearance in Sarasota. 
“So, as you're looking at sheltering for a hurricane, you got to keep that in mind,” he added. “If you pile 
people into a place, under normal circumstances, that may be fine. But that would potentially allow the 
virus to really spread if somebody is, in fact, infected.” 

Moskowitz said evacuations outside of flood zones could take into account details of structures, 
with people in newer structures built under up-to-date codes given the option to remain home. He said 
officials are looking at protocols for shelters that range from separating people based on temperature 
checks to non-congregated sheltering in hotels. 

“We've been talking to FEMA (the Federal Emergency Management Agency) almost daily 
about that planning,” Moskowitz said. “They've been a real partner in that, making sure that obviously 
we're looking at all of our standard operating procedures. We have a lot of (hurricane) experience here in 
Florida, especially over the last four years. But how do we change that? How do we modify it to take 
COVID-19 and the challenges that that poses, especially if we have an earlier storm in the June and July 
season?” 

The need to revise storm plans amid the pandemic comes as forecast models lean toward an ac-
tive hurricane season in the Atlantic Ocean. 
Last year, the six-month hurricane season produced 18 named storms, of which six became hurricanes, 
three reaching major storm status. 
For Florida, the season’s most nerve-racking event was the gigantic Hurricane Dorian, which devastated 
the Bahamas over the Labor Day weekend but turned away before making a forecast strike on Florida’s 
East Coast. 
The tension over Dorian was increased because Floridians had taken major hits the prior two years, with 
Hurricane Michael pounding the Panhandle in 2018 and Hurricane Irma sweeping across most of the 
state in 2017. 
In terms of the number of storms this year, the Atlantic could be as active or more active than in 2019, 
according to forecasters. 
Penn State University’s Earth System Science Center last month, presuming a La Nina weather pattern 
rushing warm water into the Atlantic, forecast 15 to 24 named tropical storms. 
The Weather Channel has predicted 18 named storms, with nine growing into hurricanes, of which four 
would carry sustained winds above 115 mph. 
Researchers from North Carolina State University have gone with 18 to 22 named storms, of which eight 
to 11 are expected to grow to hurricane status, with three to five reaching major hurricane strength. The 
North Carolina State team projects six to 10 of the named storms would form in the Gulf of Mexico, of 
which two to five would become hurricanes. 
Last week, AccuWeather meteorologists upped their initial forecast of a “normal” season of 14 to 18 
storms, with seven to nine becoming hurricanes, to a more-robust prediction of 14 to 20 named storms, 
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of which seven to 11 would reach hurricane strength. 
While AccuWeather’s experts warned that four to six of the named systems could directly impact the 
U.S mainland, Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands, most of the other forecasts don’t make landfall pre-
dictions. 
ADVANCES: WEEK OF MAY 10, 2020 May 8,  NSF Staff 

TALLAHASSEE --- Millions of Florida children, parents and teachers are probably  
wondering the same thing: What happens in August? 
The lives of families and educators throughout the state were upended in March when school campus-
es were closed and students were shifted to online learning because of COVID-19. But while that will 
last for the rest of this school year, uncertainty remains about the coming year. 
Part of the responsibility for making decisions will fall on members of the State Board of Education. 
And during a meeting Wednesday, they are expected to hear from the Florida Association of District 
School Superintendents. 
The superintendents association has put together a document that outlines a wide range of issues that 
need to be taken into consideration if classrooms are going to reopen. For example, the document says 
social-distancing issues need to be considered, including classroom space, large group settings such as 
recess and lunchrooms and the numbers of students who could be on buses. 
Also, the document discusses personal protective equipment, such as masks and gloves, that would be 
needed in classrooms and school buildings. 
“Given that social distancing and group gatherings in the K12 environment will be challenging, re-
gardless of the ratios and guidance established, protocols for increased personal protective measures 
and screening in the K12 educational setting must be developed and issued,” the superintendents asso-
ciation said in the document. “If guidance is issued that all students may return to school buildings at 
one time and with the traditional model of service delivery, the preventative actions to ensure protec-
tive equipment and screening will be imperative.” 
The document also pointed to a need to address a “potential COVID-19 academic slide.” 

“To meet these challenges, we will need additional resources that take into account all availa-
ble funding sources that can support the increased personnel, programming and operational capacity 
to implement what we know is essential,” the superintendents association said. “School districts in the 
state of Florida continue to demonstrate our willingness and ability to meet the needs of our students 
during this unprecedented health crisis. Just as we seamlessly developed virtual learning systems in a 
matter of weeks, we will rise to the challenge to identify and eliminate any academic slide that may 
occur.” 

 

ABATE of FL Inc. Palm Beach Chapter Minutes 
With no April or May Chapter Meetings again there are no minutes to report 

 

ABATE of FL, Inc, Starts YouTube Podcasts 

The State is going into social media with various reports now on YouTube.  Simply go to 
YouTube.com and search for ABATE of FL, Inc and you will get menu of the posts, like  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYPC6Qt1p6EPH5qKHnzb49A/videos     

Subscribe to get email updates.  
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A.D.D. INSURANCE POLICY UPDATE  
We all realize the $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment insurance policy if one of the best benefits of  
being an ABATE member. That is one reason to keep your membership up to date. You MUST name someone to 
get the money in case of death to prevent taxes and being in probate court. So when you receive the yellow card 
mailed from our state office, you can complete it and mail to insurance company. Most likely an agent will contact 
you even if you said not to. If they do be, SURE to get their name and number upfront. They do NOT need to visit 
you even to deliver the certificate. If they insist or get push, contact ABATE of FL. main office and report it but 
you MUST have the agents' name and number for action to be taken. Otherwise you may just return the completed 
yellow card to ABATE to have on file. Then be sure your survivors know to contact ABATE for the benefits.  
 STATE OFFICE: ABATE OF Florida, Inc. PO Box 2520, Deland, FL 32721-2520  

 Phone: (386) 943-9610 Fax: same  Email: flabate@bellsouth.net  

Get your card at chapter meeting or our table at events.  Keep membership up to date  for the insurance  

WHY JOIN ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.? 

ABATE is a non-profit  Motorcycle Rights Organization whose cause is to EDUCATE the government, motorcy-
clists and the general public on freedom, rights, road safety, and awareness of motorcycles on the road.  
REQUIREMENTS—must be at least 18 years of age. In does not matter what you or even if you ride. You can 
be an independent or member of a club or association. All are welcome at meetings.   
JOIN FOR THE CAUSE. Everything is voluntary, we understand work and family comes first.  We hope you 
can help in any small way, vote and spread the word.  
BENEFITS Your money is used to provide a lobbyist to the state and federal government to watch for our rights 
and freedom. The State MasterLink newsletter every 2 months we bring back from State meeting or read it online. 
The chapter newsletter is available online at palmbeach.abateflorida.com so is in color, with active Internet links 
and zoomable. Members get free classified ads in our newsletters.  
INSURANCE As an active member you have a $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment policy from 
American Income Life. You will get a card  in the mail from state office to register your beneficiary for ADD 
insurance. Do NOT mail it, just be sure your family knows about the policy.  If you send it in and they try to meet 
to sell you more so only if you are interested in more insurance. If they bother you contact our State Office to 
have it stopped.  You can mail to the office as Registered letter to have it done when you family notifies.  Be sure 
to renew in time so are always covered!  It does not have to be a motorcycle accident. 
 MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE Palm Beach Chapter members can get an insurance discount with Leslie Kay 
Progressive insurance company. Contact them for a quote 1-866-367-1788  www.LeslieKays.com   The $3000 
accessory package is normal.  The State has arranged with Coastal Insurance Company to offer members up to 
10% discount and $3000 parts and accessories coverage.  They are at 190 Hwy A1A Suite, Satellite Beach FL .  
Agent Doug Guido’s phone is 888-596-2453. So these are two more options  to compare with your company 

PRIVACY Your email, address and phone are never given out to anyone except State/Chapter executive board.    
EMAILINGS you can be added to a mass mailing which you can op to be removed at end of email.  Usually only 
do twice a month to let you know our Newsletter is online and remind you of chapter meetings.  Local events are 
included and sometimes urgent matters may be included.  No one will see your email  PHONE TEXT  another 
way to communicate with members.  Your phone number may be added to our text alert system  To change or add 
the chapter email is palmbeach.abateflorida@gmail.com  Our website is palmbeach.abateflorida.com 

We have a Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

Mail: ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter,  P.O. Box 530944, Lake Park, FL 33403  
Another benefit of chapter  membership in ABATE of FL Palm Beach is having a free business card in newsletter 
and free newsletter classified for items to sell or acquire. Support your brothers and sisters when possible,  
Besides a $4.000 ADD insurance policy, discount Leslie Kay insurance, we are looking into other benefits for 
members. We are  always in need of more paid  advertisers so find any business to benefit from our low rates and 
support our newsletter and chapter.  
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GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 

 

To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all  
motorcyclists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting VFW POST 4143 

3rd Sunday June 17 , 2020 11:30  
Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue 

Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US1) turn south and is 1 block on east 

side. Bike Parking is on south side of building. 
Support the VFW by having breakfast 9 am to Noon 


