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earlier for on time completion  
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https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

EDITORIAL 
GUIDELINES 

You are encouraged to  

submit letters about 

ABATE related to events, 

articles, photographs,  

commentaries, etc. Please 

do not submit slanderous 

nor accusing letters,  

profanity nor nudity.  

Abate of Florida, Inc., 

will not accept any  

advertising that  

discriminates against any 

type of motorcyclist 

President’s Message 
Curtis Alva  

The virus has been a bitch.  Our local and state meetings canceled, bike 
nights and events canceled.  Members sick or exposed.  But we will  
soldier on.   
 For me, it’s been a great ride.  I have been President 2 years and 
love this job.  Unfortunately, I taken a new job and will be spending 
most of my time for the next year or so out of state and sometimes out of 
the country.  This means that I cannot run for another term.  i have noti-
fied State ABATE and our Chapter.  I hope to be back again when this 
job is over.  So this means that we need someone else to step up and take 
the job of President.  It’s a lot of work at times, but it is the best kind of 
work, serving our brother and sister bikers.  It is also a lot of re-
spect.  Respect that is dedicated to Presidents only.   
Additionally, we need a whole new board.  Our VP, LB, has served 
ABATE for years.  He has done a great job in every aspect and now is 
moving into an MC.  It’s a tough process for an old hand like LB, who is 
used to running things, but he is a tough guy and we wish him well.  But 
his leaving means that we have to replace him.  The VP job is broad, 
handling everything that needs doing and filling in for the President 
whenever needed.   
 Our Treasurer, SushiQ, jumped in when our prior Treasurer 
couldn’t serve any more and she did it with style and enthusiasm.  She 
also helped with membership and event planning and is a Harley  
Angel.  But now she has to slow down and leave the job.  Treasurer’ s 
job requires money skills and computer skills and we need one.  Our 
chapter has to have at least 3 officers to keep our charter: Pres, VP and 
Treasurer.  If we don’t fill these posts, we will lose our Chapter.   
 We also need to replace our secretary, Half Pint, who everyone 
knows and loves, our sergeant-at-arms, Petee, and our Membership Trus-
tee.  These are good jobs and a great way to help.   
 Please Step up and come to our next meeting ., whenever it is, 
and pick your favorite job and get busy helping ABATE and our  
Chapter.   
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UPCOMING Event Schedule ALL EVENTS Cancelled 

Normally this page lists all the events of the month, but with all the stay home orders 
being extended through all of April, it will have some to the news of the COVID-19  
pandemic.  All bars have been ordered closed so no bike nights.  While the BPMC had 
open houses in March, due to the Governors new Stay at Home order all April open 
houses have been cancelled.  Leesburg Bikefest was cancelled. Thunder Beach 
Spring rally at End of April, start of May also cancelled.  Hopefully thing will allow it for 
the Autumn Rally in October.  Basically ALL local and national events are off. 

DESANTIS ANNOUNCES STAY AT HOME ORDER April 1, 2020 NSF Staff 
Gov. Ron DeSantis said Wednesday he will issue an executive order calling for Floridians statewide to 
stay at home, a move that he had been resisting as other states took similar steps because of the novel 
coronavirus. “Even though there are a lot of places in Florida that have very low infection rates, it makes 
sense to make this move now,” DeSantis said, adding that he spoke with the White House before making 
the decision. DeSantis did not go into great detail during a news conference Wednesday afternoon but 
said the order will take effect Thursday night. He said it will be directed at individuals and not business-
es. But he said Floridians will be allowed to obtain essential services, and people performing essential 
jobs will be allowed to move about. DeSantis said it is modeled after restrictions already in place in Mi-
ami-Dade County, which has been one of the hotspots for the pandemic. For most of the last two weeks, 
DeSantis has raised concerns about imposing any kind of statewide order, saying the virus had not 
spread to all 67 counties. On Tuesday, he also said a statewide order had not been recommended by 
members of the White House coronavirus task force. The News Service will have a full story later 
Wednesday  

Florida Department of Health 7 p.m. Tuesday report: Florida has 6,741 confirmed cases of corona-
virus; Palm Beach County’s total rises to 551. PB Post A baby girl in Jupiter, a state trooper who works 
near Lake Worth and the president of a Boynton Beach homeowners association are the new faces of the 
deadly coronavirus as the number of cases in Florida soared to over 6,700, including 551 in Palm Beach 
County. 
 The infant girl, along with a 4- and a 6-year-old boy who live in the county, became among the 
state’s youngest patients to catch the highly contagious virus when the Florida Department of Health 
released its latest grim tally on Tuesday. 
 Four men, ranging in age from 73 to 91 died, raising the county’s death toll to 14, the most fatal-
ities of any county in the state. Statewide 85 people have succumbed to the virus. 
 The latest report by state health officials showed the number of people infected statewide grew 
18 percent in 24 hours. Palm Beach County, which notched 88 new cases, saw its totals swell by 19 per-
cent on Tuesday. 
 One of the few bright spots is that the number of cases are no longer doubling every three days 
as they had been last week. 
 The steady march of the disease came as the county’s first large-scale testing center opened at 
the FITTEAM Ballpark of the Palm Beaches in West Palm Beach. Officials said roughly 250 people 
were tested and another 535 have appointments for Wednesday. 
 But while thousands of calls keep flooding in, if more testing kits don’t arrive, the appointment- 
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only testing center will be forced to close, said Darcy Davis, CEO of the county’s Health Care District, 
which is overseeing the operation. 
 Only 1,000 testing kits were received from the state, Davis said. Whether appointments will be 
scheduled beyond Saturday, “is contingent upon state tests,” Davis said, giving a nod to the global 
shortage of kits and other supplies. 
 Without offering numbers, Gov. Ron DeSantis said Tuesday the state has enough testing kits for 
the four drive-thru sites in South Florida. Responding to pressure from state and local lawmakers, he 
said he also plans to put another drive-thru testing center in southern Palm Beach County but offered no 
other details. 
 “We’ve put a lot of supplies down there. We’re going to continue to do so,” he said at an after-
noon press conference. 
 South Florida continues to be the epicenter of the pandemic in the state, according to Tuesday 
night’s health department report. 
 Including Palm Beach County, 3,893 people have been diagnosed with COVID-19 in the three 
counties. The number of cases jumped to 1,219 in Broward County, up from 1,137 on Monday night. In 
Miami-Dade, the number of people infected ballooned to 2,123, up from 1,701. 
 DeSantis acknowledged that the high numbers in South Florida are disturbing. “They’re obvi-
ously pretty stark,” he said. 
 But, he focused on those who have tested negative. Statewide, about 88 percent of the nearly 
65,000 people who have been tested have learned that they are coronavirus-free. In South Florida, the 
percentage is about 84 percent. 
 But only 3,241 people in Palm Beach County have been tested. In Broward County, 11,831 tests 
have been done and 11,447 in Miami-Dade County. 
 For every 100,000 people in Palm Beach County, 224 have been tested compared to 616 people 
per 100,000 in Broward County. 
 Confirmed cases in Palm Beach County are likely to spike as testing at the ballpark continues 
and after a second site is opened in the Delray Beach area, DeSantis said. 
 However, because of backups at laboratories, Davis said it likely will take a week before the 
results of some tests are in, leaving a disturbing amount of time when people won’t know if they are 
spreading the virus. 
Rife through condo communities  In the meantime, news of those infected keeps leaking out in both 
conventional and unconventional ways. 
 The board of directors of the Palm Beach Leisureville Community Association alerted residents 
of that its vice president, Jim Czizik, had tested positive and is now hospitalized. Because he attended a 
March 16 meeting, the other eight board members and the association manager are self-isolating, they 
said. 
 Other communities — including Palm Isles, Valencia Bay, Hunters Run and Valencia Falls, all 
in the Boynton Beach area, — have written similar letter to residents. So, too, have Valencia Palms and 
Addison Reserve in suburban Delray Beach and Wycliffe Country Club and Valencia Shores in subur-
ban Lake Worth. 
 A simple sign on a door alerted visitors to Village Royale on the Green off Gateway Boulevard 
in Boynton Beach that two residents had been infected. 
 Meanwhile, the Florida Highway Patrol put out a press release announcing that a trooper who 
works at the suburban Lake Worth station, along with two others in the state, had tested positive. The 
troopers who have been in contact with the patients are being contacted, FHP said. 
 The news release is similar to ones grocery store chains issued on Monday, reporting a worker 
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ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement     
WHO WE ARE  

 We are a non-profit organization of motorcycle enthusiasts from all walks of life. We lobby and 
educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and positive image. 
We endeavor to enlist the cooperation and participation of all organizations and individuals that share a 
similar interest in preserving our  American tradition of FREEDOM. We promote motorcycle safety, 
training, & political awareness. We ARE NOT A CLUB NOR A GANG. We fund our work through 
events, toy runs, poker runs, campouts, and other motorcycle  activities. We are your neighbors & 
friends who work, pay taxes, and get involved with our community. We serve and support our country 
and believe in freedom. We use all legal means to protect our rights without infringing on the rights of 
others. We are Pro-choice NOT anti– helmet, it is up to you to decide. 

OUR GOALS 

To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning the motorcyclist. 
To promote the safe riding habits without infringing on individual freedoms. 
To motivate the bikers to write letters to legislators before, during, and after the legislative session. 
To furnish  a newsletter to keep all bikers informed in regards to upcoming legislation. 

     MEMBERSHIP  
When you become a member of ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. you are helping make a difference in the 
ongoing mission to protect your right to ride and enjoy the motorcycle of your choice, your choice of 
riding apparel, and when and where you can ride a motorcycle. These are issues that are real and present 
in today’s “protect yourself from yourself” political environment. This holds true for all levels of  
government.  There will always be those who see our love for motorcycling as a negative and will try 
any means to control and if possible prohibit motorcycle use. 
 On the local level our members get out the vote and support candidates who are sympathetic to 
our issues. We also will endeavor to lobby local governments whenever there are issues that need to be 
addressed, affecting local  motorcycle use, ownership, and any discrimination that may result from said 
use of ownership. 
 At the state level we have a paid registered lobbyist who regularly visits our state capital in  
Tallahassee to lobby our legislators on the issues concerning the motorcycling public in Florida. He also 
finds reliable House and Senate sponsors for the bills we support.  On the national level we are aligned 
with Motorcycle Riders Foundations (MRF), and the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), 
along with several other international motorcycle rights organizations (MRO’s). 
 As one can see we have our ear to the ground and our resolve tempered like steel.  As Ameri-
cans we have had it demonstrated to us time and again the vigilance is armor of free men and women.  
We shall not let the armor rust or weaken.  With your support we can re-enforce and strengthen the  
armor for now and generations to come. 
What else do you get with your membership? All members receive with their paid membership, the 
Membership Card, Event Discounts and Updates, Voting Privileges, Free Newsletter Classified  
Advertisements, a Chapter Newsletter, and a free $4,000 Accidental Death or Dismemberment  
Insurance Policy from the American Income Life Insurance Company. 
 Memberships are open to anyone 18 years of age or older, no matter what type of motorcycle 
you ride, if any at all!  We welcome all riders—in clubs, associations, independents, and sport riders to 
join us. 
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at a Publix in Boca Raton and at a Trader Joe’s in Delray Beach had tested positive for COVID-19. 
 Reports about the infant in Jupiter and the two boys elsewhere in the county were simply on a 
list provided by state health officials. No other information was available although it doesn’t appear 
that any of the children are hospitalized. 
 An obituary announced that a 74-year-old Palm Beach woman had died of complications 
from the coronavirus. She is the second resident of the island to die of COVID-19. Because of a lag, it 
is unlikely her death will be recorded by the state for four or five days. 
      Visitors from New York have “seeded” the disease in the state, particularly South Florida, he said. 
Likewise, he said, his decision to close elder care facilities to visitors has protected the state’s frailest 
citizens. State officials said 67 people at facilities throughout the state have tested positive, including 
four elderly people in Palm Beach County. 
 Citing privacy concerns, the state refuses to name the facilities. Vi Lakeside Village in  
Lantana confirmed that one of its residents tested positive. 
 DeSantis said he is monitoring hospital beds closely and 37 percent across the state are  
empty. He credited his decision to cancel all elective surgeries for the availability of beds. 
Sixty-four people with confirmed cases were hospitalized in Palm Beach County, including two at the     
VA Medical Center in Riviera Beach, authorities said. Statewide, 857 people were hospitalized. 
 Meanwhile individual communities in Palm Beach County are being hard-hit. 
South county from Boca to Boynton had 236 confirmed cases as of 10 a.m. Tuesday. The Polo Club 
of Boca Raton told residents 10 of their neighbors were infected. 
 The central part of the county, including West Palm Beach, Lake Worth and Palm Beach, had 
134 cases. 
The northern part of the county, roughly from Palm Beach Gardens to the county line, had 66 cases. 
Western areas, including Greenacres, Royal Palm Beach, Wellington and the Glades, had 41 cases. 
 Only 12 counties in the state remain coronavirus free, including Okeechobee County. North 
of Palm Beach County, 28 people in Martin County are infected, 38 in St. Lucie County and 33 in 
Indian River County. 
 The number of cases in Florida passed Washington state on Tuesday. Its numbers remained 
similar to those in Massachusetts. Both Florida and Massachusetts remain behind the four states with 
the most cases: New York, New Jersey, California and Michigan. 
 In the United States, more than 184,000 people have been infected and more than 3,700 have 
died. Globally, 850,000 have been infected and more than 41,000 have died. 
 Like county officials, DeSantis continued to preach the mantra: “Safer At Home.” He said he 
issued the order requiring Palm Beach County residents, along with others in South Florida, to stay a 
home as a way to halt the spread of the virus. 
 People can continue to go to grocery stores and other essential business. They can take walks, 
bike or enjoy the outdoors as long as they adhere to social distancing guidelines and stay 6 feet apart. 
 “People should just chill out and stay at home,” he said. 
Palm Beach County Health Director Alina Alonso offered more chilling advice: “Assume everyone 
you come in contact with is positive.” 
Staff writers Chris Persaud, Sonja Isger, Eliot Kleinberg, Mike Diamond and the Florida News Ser-
vice contributed to this story. https://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/20200331/coronavirus-florida-
county-cases-top-500-including-infant-250-tested-at-ballpark  

Schools to remain closed to at least May 1, maube closed for year. 
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 WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump is extending the voluntary national shut-
down for a month as sickness and death from the coronavirus pandemic rise in the U.S. 
The initial 15-day period of social distancing urged by the federal government expires Monday and 
Trump had expressed interest in relaxing the national guidelines at least in parts of the country less af-
flicted by the pandemic. But instead he decided to extend them through April 30, a tacit acknowledg-
ment he'd been too optimistic. Many states and local governments have stiffer controls in place on mo-
bility gatherings. https://www.foxbusiness.com/lifestyle/trump-social-distancing-guidelines-april-30    

FPL PLANS TO CUT MAY BILLS AMID CORONAVIRUS March 30, 2020     Jim Saunders 
TALLAHASSEE --- Buoyed by lower-than-expected natural gas costs, Florida Power & Light 

plans to slash May electric bills as customers grapple with the novel coronavirus. 
Utilities are required to pass along savings to customers when power-plant fuel costs drop, but 

those savings typically show up on bills over a series of months. FPL’s plan, announced Monday, would 
lump together fuel savings this year into a one-time bill reduction in May. 

The plan needs approval from the Florida Public Service Commission, and a detailed proposal 
is expected to be filed with the regulatory panel this week. 

“Traditionally, our regulators expect these types of savings to be spread out over the balance of 
the year,” FPL President and Chief Executive Officer Eric Silagy said in a prepared statement Monday. 
“However, challenging times call for exceptional measures. I believe this one-time bill decrease is the 
most effective way to infuse customers with much-needed money as we all navigate through this diffi-
cult and unsettling time together.” 

FPL said residential customers who use 1,000 kilowatt hours of electricity a month would see 
their bills go from the current $96.04 a month to about $74 in May. Such bills would return to a more-
normal $96.43 in June, which also would reflect a small charge that had previously been planned for 
solar-energy projects. 

Utilities typically use 1,000-kilowattt hour residential bills as a benchmark, though electricity 
use varies widely. Also, FPL’s business customers would receive a one-time savings in May, though 
commercial rates are designed differently than residential rates. 

The FPL plan is similar to a proposal that Tampa Electric Co. filed at the Public Service Com-
mission last week. Tampa Electric, which has about 780,000 customers in Hillsborough County and 
nearby areas, pointed to a nearly $131 million “over-recovery” from customers expected this year be-
cause of low natural-gas costs. 

The proposal would pass along chunks of fuel-cost savings to Tampa Electric customers from 
June through August and then smaller savings through the rest of the year. That would be done by giv-
ing customers credits on their bills from June through August for over-recovered amounts. The savings 
during the rest of the year would reflect the remaining projected lower fuel costs. 

Tampa Electric has asked the Public Service Commission to consider the proposal during a May 
5 meeting and said it could help provide bigger savings this summer as customers struggle with the ef-
fects of the coronavirus.“Tampa Electric hopes to aid customers during this unique time in our history, 
given the pandemic, by returning the over-recovery amount more quickly than would typically be 
done,” the filing said. 

Each year, utilities project their fuel costs, with those projected expenses then passed along to 
customers in the subsequent year. If fuel costs are far lower --- or far higher --- than expected, they can 
be adjusted mid-year on customers’ bills. Utilities are not supposed to make profits on fuel costs. 
FLORIDA SETS UP SECOND HIGHWAY CHECKPOINT March 28, 2020      Jim Turner 

TALLAHASSEE --- Gov. Ron DeSantis on Saturday announced the creation of an Interstate 95 
checkpoint on Florida's northern border to screen motorists traveling from the New York City area, in 
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an effort to contain the spread of the novel coronavirus. 
Saturday's announcement came a day after DeSantis said he was setting up a similar checkpoint 

in Northwest Florida, targeting travelers from Louisiana. 
The I-95 checkpoint is an expansion of screenings already underway at certain Florida airports 

aimed at people coming from the tri-state area around New York City, one of the nation’s “hot spots” for 
COVID-19, the respiratory disease caused by the virus. 

DeSantis also used Saturday’s press conference at the Capitol to announce that Florida is work-
ing to make a hydroxychloroquine, a low-cost generic malaria drug, available to hospital systems in Mi-
ami-Dade, Broward, Orange and Hillsborough counties. 

“I’m not a doctor. I’m not telling anyone to take it or not take it,” DeSantis said. “But I do be-
lieve in the idea of a right to try. If somebody is really in bad shape and there is no other treatment avail-
able and the doctor believes this is something that could be helpful, then we want that patient to have 
access to that.” 

The governor’s staff said the hospital systems have requested the drug, which President Donald 
Trump recently touted as a possible COVID-19 cure. Federal health officials have said more study is 
needed on the efficacy of the drug as a treatment for COVID-19. 

DeSantis’ call to make the drug available to highly populated counties in the state comes as the 
Florida Department of Health reported Saturday there are 3,763 confirmed COVID-19 cases in the state, 
an increase of 565 from Friday night. More than a quarter of the cases are in Miami-Dade County. 

As of Saturday morning, 54 people in Florida have died from COVID-19, an increase of eight 
from Friday, according to health officials. 

The checkpoint announcement came a day after DeSantis expanded a 14-day self-isolation order 
for people arriving from New York, New Jersey and Connecticut to include travelers from Louisiana. 

Florida officials on Saturday were operating a checkpoint on Interstate 10 west of Pensacola, 
with all non-commercial motorists detoured to a vehicle weigh station where license plates and driver’s 
licenses were checked and motorists were asked about their travels. 

“Initially I was concerned about doing this because I don’t want there to be a backup,” DeSantis 
told reporters at Saturday’s press conference. “But they’re doing it in a great way where the trucks are 
going through. We’re not worried about that. We’re just worried about the people fleeing some of those 
areas.” 

DeSantis said he spoke with Trump, who on Saturday said he is considering imposing a quaran-
tine on New York, New Jersey and parts of Connecticut to prevent the spread of the virus. 

“Whatever works, I think we need to do,” the governor said. “There is a lot of logistics involved 
and I think the president can figure that out.” 

Trump, a close ally of DeSantis, told reporters Saturday that he is considering a two-week quar-
antine for the northern states. 

"We'd like to see New York quarantined because it's a hotspot. New York, New Jersey, maybe 
one or two other places, certain parts of Connecticut, quarantined," Trump told reporters, adding “we 
might not have to do it, but there's a possibility that sometime today we'll do a quarantine.” 

In an effort to deter travel from New York City, the Florida National Guard and public health 
officials have been screening travelers on flights from the metropolitan area coming into airports in Fort 
Lauderdale, Jacksonville, Miami, Orlando, Tampa and Palm Beach, as well as Southwest Florida. 

Saying the screening is working, DeSantis told reporters that a person whose symptoms of 
COVID-19 had abated was showing signs of the respiratory disease again, following a flight Friday 
from New York to Jacksonville. 

“He was intercepted when he came to the checkpoint and he was diverted to go a hospital,” De-
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OUR NEWSLETTERS  are best viewed at palmbeach.abateflorida.com as most timely  (by the first of 
month), in full color, and with active Internet links to stories, etc., of  interest.  And for us with older 
eyes, can be zoomed in without magnifying glasses. We do need our advertisers, donations and more 
members to be able print and distribute more copies to the county for motorcyclists to be aware of the 
issues facing us.  So please join in and let us know of good places to put them in. Issues can be mailed to 
members if no Internet access.  Non-members can buy a subscription for $20 a year but the other two 
methods are faster as it takes more time  and cost to get mailings done.   
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at meeting and events table  

Free Monthly business card ad 
for a member  Send in scan of 
card or better, bring to Chapter 

meeting  

We Need more advertisers 
to be able to print more 

copies 

Please Pay for your 
Event to be Included 
and Support us 

ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 530944 

Lake Park, FL 33403  
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Santis said. “That’s something I think helps protect Floridians.” 
The individual and people that were seated near him on the plane are now being treated by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, DeSantis’ aides said. 
The name of the airline and the hospital where the individual was taken were not released. 
DeSantis, who has faced criticism from Democrats and local officials for not issuing a 

statewide stay-in-place order, said his goal in targeting certain travelers is to reduce the spread of the 
coronavirus, an effort health officials call “flattening the curve” of the disease. 

“I think it’s in everybody’s interest that we deal with the spread that we have here now, try to 
blunt it, flatten the curve, but we don’t allow importing new infections,” the governor said. 

Asked about other access points for motorists --- such as U.S. 1 and the Amtrak Auto Train, 
which stops in Sanford --- DeSantis said I-95 is the “natural one” for motorists from the Northeast. 

“I think having the (Interstate) 10 and (Interstate) 95 is good, that provides the protection,” De-
Santis said.  
FLORIDA COULD SPEED UP PROJECTS WHILE TRAFFIC SPARSE  March 31,  NSF Staff 

Florida might speed up some infrastructure projects, taking advantage of motorists staying off 
roads because of the novel coronavirus, Gov. Ron DeSantis said Tuesday. “Given that the traffic is 
down and everything, I’m going to be looking at accelerating some of these infrastructure projects,” 
DeSantis told reporters at the Capitol. “When you’re doing those on busy roads, it causes a lot of prob-
lems,” DeSantis continued. “When those (roads) are no longer busy, and if that’s going to be the case 
for the next month, then we’re going to need to make use of that time.” DeSantis said details about 
what projects could be moved up should be available Wednesday. Last week, Key West officials decid-
ed to take advantage of sparse traffic in the usual tourist destination to begin a repaving project on the 
iconic and typically bustling Duval Street, according to the Keys Weekly. DeSantis’ comments fol-
lowed an announcement earlier in the day by President Donald Trump about undertaking another round 
of stimulus, this time $2 trillion on public works programs. “With interest rates for the United States 
being at ZERO, this is the time to do our decades long awaited Infrastructure Bill,” Trump tweeted. “It 
should be VERY BIG & BOLD, Two Trillion Dollars, and be focused solely on jobs and rebuilding the 
once great infrastructure of our Country! Phase 4.” U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., had 
suggested the federal government focus on infrastructure in a conference call with reporters on Mon-
day. 

Here’s The Honda Tokyo Motorcycle Expo Virtual 
Website Rennie Scaysbrook | March 30, 2020 

Seeing as the world is currently banned from anything, well, fun, Honda has taken the forward 
step approach and created a virtual expo website to take place of the stand that would nor-
mally be sitting in the Tokyo Motorcycle Show and Osaka Motorcycle Show. 
          It’s not the real thing, but it’s at least cool to see what Honda has on display in 
Japan. 
 It’s a neat little site, that gives you a look at Honda’s current Japanese line-up, which is 
vastly different from what we get here in the U.S. 
 Bikes like the CB1300 Super Four SP, CB 1100 RS and CB400 Super Four are on 
show, alongside the new Africa Twin, CBR1000RR-R SP, and Ricky Brabec and Marc 
Marquez’s race machines from last season. 
 And for those with a keen MotoAmerica eye, you’ll also spot the CBR400 on display. 
What’s that you say? A CBR400? Yes, this is a Japanese domestic model powered by a 
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399cc twin-cylinder and is a model that fits perfectly into the MotoAmerica Junior Cup series. 
We can  only guess why this model is not in the United States, as it’d likely give Kawasaki a 
real run for its money in the Junior Cup ranks. 
Check out the virtual expo right here and while you’re at it, go check out the Honda Collection 
Hall walkabout from Google Maps, where you can take a virtual walkthrough Honda’s history, 
including all its Grand Prix success.  For more Industry News, click here  https://
www.cyclenews.com/2020/03/article/heres-the-honda-tokyo-motorcycle-expo-virtual-website/  

Ask RideApart: Is It Safe To Ride My Motorcycle During The Outbreak?  
Mar 23, Sabrina Giacomini   The fun type of social distancing. 
UPDATE: Note that there could be lockdowns and "stay at home" orders in your city or your state as the 
situation evolves and we don't recommend you overlook them because "riding is seemingly safe". We're 
not your mom, but we recommend you follow your local authorities' recommendations. As we wrote 
already, the better we cooperate, the sooner we'll get to go back out there without restrictions. Stay safe 
everyone! 
 Is it safe to ride during this outbreak? Are my full-face helmet, gloves, and other apparel able to 
protect me? Are motorcycle riders risk-free? 
 I’m pretty sure you’re not the only one wondering about that. Please note, however, that though 
we like to think we know a lot of things at RideApart, we’re also not doctors. If you have any real con-
cerns or are considered a potentially vulnerable patient, asking someone who is an actual doctor is the 
one way you’ll get reliable answers. This goes for anyone reading this.  
 I can, however, give you a few pointers. As “social distancing” is on target to become Merriam-

Webster’s 2020 term of the year, riding a motorcycle checks a lot of those “distancing” boxes. See, the 
great thing about riding a motorcycle is that you get to do it alone and it isolates you in a certain way—

provided you don't head out in a group. After all, everyone else around you is over six feet away, right?   
 The riding itself doesn’t technically pose a problem but the small things we do when we get on 
and off the saddle might. Where riding a bike might present a risk of exposure is when you stop in 
crowded places like at a gas station or in coffee shops, for example. Fuel nozzles are pretty nasty, to 
begin with, and considering the current situation, they could be carriers for the bug.  
 Gas pump They nasty. Consider bringing a few cleaning wipes or a pair of disposable gloves, 
just in case you need to fuel up. Even a plastic bag to handle the nozzle is a good alternative to putting 
your hand directly on it. Once you’re done, be extra safe and wash your hands.  
 If you do end up using your riding gloves to pick up the nozzle, keep in mind that certain 
sources suggest that the virus can stay on soft surfaces like clothes (and gear) and its lifespan on differ-
ent surfaces and materials has yet to be confirmed. If your riding gloves have been in contact with a po-
tentially infected surface, avoid touching your face with them—including that pesky itchy nose!—and 
throw your gloves in the washer once you’re home. If the gloves are made of leather, you can find a few 
easy tips to disinfect your leather safely online. 
 Medical Grade Gear? To answer your question about gear, keep in mind that motorcycle gear 
isn’t made from medical grade materials. It’s designed to protect us from bad falls and impacts, not from 
microscopic bugs. So no, I won’t say that your gear will protect you from the novel coronavirus.  
It creates a barrier against the elements, that’s true, but it’s permeable, so don’t think that you become 
invincible by wearing a motorcycle helmet and a jacket.  
 If you avoid crowds and enjoy the ride by staying on your bike, then you are following the so-
cial distancing recommendations. So in summary, yes, riding a motorcycle should be safe—just  
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remember that, as with any form of outing at the moment, there’s never a 100-percent guarantee that you 
won’t get in contact with the bug. The smarter you go about this, the lower the risks.  
 You can check out the World Health Organization’s (WHO) recommendations and updates on 
the situation here. If you present any symptoms or have been in contact with someone who presents 
them or who has recently traveled, then postpone your ride for a while (14-day self-isolation recom-
mended) for your own benefit and everyone else’s. It’s a small price to pay to make sure a normal riding 
season (and life) resumes sooner rather than later.  
https://www.rideapart.com/articles/405628/ask-rideapart-safe-motorcycle-ride-coronavirus/amp/  

 

Motorcycle champ Toni Bou stunts around 
his house during coronavirus quarantine 

By Gary Gastelu | Fox News 

Now this is how you work from home. 
 Toni Bou has been the FIM world motorcycle trials champion since 2007, holding titles 
for both outdoor and indoor competitions. 
 Trials competitions involve riding specially designed motorcycles through difficult, low-

speed courses that require riders to hop their bikes and balance them in place as they negoti-
ate difficult obstacles. It’s particularly popular throughout Europe, and Bou’s incredible parallel 
streaks are unprecedented in the motorsports world. 
 . Bou's Repsol team posted a clip to YouTube of him riding his Honda around his home 
in hard-hit Spain during his coronavirus self-quarantine as he brushes his teeth, grabs his rid-
ing gear and plays ball with his dog. 

 Along with 
bouncing off a wall 
over his dog’s house, 
Bou rides down a 
staircase with a 90-

degree turn before 
hopping the bike  
onto a workbench. 
 The outdoor 
trials season is  
tentatively scheduled 
to kick off on the 
weekend of May 23 
in Sokolov, Czech 
Republic, if the 
events are not  

canceled due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
A new video shows why 

 https://www.foxnews.com/auto/motorcycle-champ-stunts-house-coronavirus 
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WEEKLY EVENTS 
 
Mon  Dinner 6:30 States MC  
Pompano Clubhouse 
 
Once a Month Tues   
2nd Tues Jupiter Moose Bike Night 
  
Wed Island Jack’s Bike Night with 
Gorilla Motors  
Wed Chit Chat’s bike night 7pm 
Free BBQ, music 
Wed Pirates Well Bike Night  
9477 Alt. A1A Lake Park 
Last Wed Gatti’s Garage Bike 
Night 130 South H St Lake Worth 
 
1st Thurs PBH Abacoa Bike Night 
1st Thurs. Howley’s Bike Night 
4700 S Dixie WPB 
2nd Thurs TBS Bike Night  
Tequesta 
3rd Thursday Palm Beach and 
Treasure  Coast Harley Bike Nights 

Last Thurs Turboz/Ralph’s Bike 
Night Jupiter 
 
1st Fri Enforcers MC Party 
1st Fri Black Pistons MC WPB 
Open House 
2nd Fri AOA WPB Open Houses 
3rd  Fri  States MC Lake Worth 
Open House 8pm  @LLB 
4th Fri  Lone  Legion MC Brother-
hood Open House 
 
SAT HOG Morning  Palm Beach 
Harley and often other events and 
bikini bike washes Grill Days 
SAT night Fly n Wheels Open  
 
SUN Lone Legion Breakfast  
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ABATE of FL 
Inc. PALM 
BEACH 

CHAPTER  
MEETINGS 

11:30 AM  V.F.W. 
Post 4143 at 2404 
Broadway, Riviera 
Beach 561-844-5718. 
From I 95 exit Blue 
Heron Blvd. go east to 
Broadway (Federal 
Hwy., US- 1) turn 

right, go south 1 block 
the V.F.W. is on the 
east side. Look for the 
flag. Come for break-
fast and the meeting 

2020 

3rd Sunday Apr.19 
CANCELLED 

3rd Sunday May 17 

3rd Sunday June 21 

3rd Sunday July 19 

3rd Sunday Aug. 16 

CANCEL 
ALL APRIL 
EVENTS  

SOUTH FLORIDA  
PRESIDENTS COUNCIL 
BROWARD EVENTS 

MAY 

3rd-Sun Southern MC - Annual 
9th-Sat OUTCAST MC - Annual 
16th-Sat Leathernecks MC - PARTY 

24th-Sun S.E. ABATE - Memorial 
Day EVENT 

30th-Sat New Attitudes MC Annual 
JUNE  

6th-Sat AOA South FL MEMORIAL 
GBNF 1%ers  
7th-Sun Wings of  Gold MC Ft. Laud. 
- PARTY 

13th-Sat Midnight Club Reapers MC - 
Annual   
27-Sat USMV MC S. Broward Annual 
JULY 

4th-Sat Independence Day 

12th-Sun Alternative MC - Annual 
19th-Sun Soldiers for Jesus MC 
BROWARD - Annual  

25th-Sat Wheels of Man MC - 
CHILI COOK-OFF 

AUGUST 

7th-16th Sturgis Motorcycle Rally 

14th-16th South FL Tattoo Convention 

16th-Sun AOA FT. LAUD. -51st 
ANNIVERSARY PARTY- 

23rd-Sun Scurvy Few MC Annual 
30th- Sun Southern MC Teddy  
Bear Run  

SEPTEMBER    
7th-Mon Labor Day 

13th-Sun States MC Pompano Key 
West Tune UP Party 

18th-20th Petersons Key West ?  
26th-Sat Kingdom of Brothers MC 
- ANNUAL**    
OCTOBER 

4th-Sun Mystic Seven Annual 
10th-Sat Outcast - Party 

11th-Sun S.E. ABATE - Annual 
15th-18th Daytona Biketoberfest 
24th-Sat Wheels of Man MC - 
HALLOWEEN PARTY 
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DELEGATE  REPORT  STATE  
MEETINGS  
Host Chapter Host Chapter Host Chapter Host Chapter     
& Location& Location& Location& Location 

2020 State Meetings 

April 11 Southwest 

 in Naples CANCELED 

June 13 Vintage 

St. Augustine 

August 8 Lake Elections 

Oct. 10 Gulf Coast 

Dec. 12 Forest 

 ABATE of FL Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

GBNF 

 Ed “Gunner” Bassett 
Frank “Pipes” Cook 

 Robert “Torch” Lyle 
 Niurka Crespo 

 Phil Moore 
 Michael Steffy  

Tom “Ramblin’Man”  
Botticelli 

Karen Watkins 
“Bones” Maurice Clark 

Danny Palm 

From ABATE of FL, Inc. 
The CDC has set new limits on group gatherings so Doc 
and the State Board are announcing the cancellation of the 
April State Delegates meeting. 

We will have the next round of nominations at the June 
State Meeting with the elections at the August State  
Meeting. 

We wanted to let you know as soon as possible so that you could 

cancel any hotel and travel arrangements that you may have 

made in regard to the April mee�ng. 

One more thing,....  

Leesburg Bikefest has also been cancelled 

Take care everyone 

The State has cancelled the April State meeting and there are NO 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. official parties, meetings or gatherings for the 
month of April. We strongly encourage the Chapters to postpone any 
gatherings or 10 or more people. It is just not worth the risk of spreading 
the virus to our members as you know... we are all getting a little long in 
the tooth and more wiser as we age. As with my last update, NO 
ABATE of Florida, Inc members have reported any COVID-19 illnesses 
and we would really like to keep it that way with everyone's help. 
 As for now, I am still very optimistic that things will be better 
and we can all celebrate getting this behind us at the June State Dele-
gates Meeting in St. Augustine. 
 Stay safe and healthy, -- Darrin "Scribe" Brooks 

 

Palm Beach Chapter canceled MARCH MEET-
ING so no minutes.   
April meeting is also cancelled.   

Check our Facebook page for any news.  
https://www.facebook.com/pg/AbatePalmBeachChapter  
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 SUPPORT MEMBERS’ BUSINESSES  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

Gorilla Bob/ 
Island Jack’s  
Pirate’s Well 
Lake Park 
Bike Nights 

2 3 
Black Pistons 
Open House  

4 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

AMA  
National  
Adventure 
Riding Series 
Daytona 

5 AMA  
National  
Adventure 
Riding Series 
Daytona 
Mystic Seven 
MC Party 

6 7 8 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Island Jack’s  
Pirate’s Well 
Lake Park 
Bike Nights 

9 10 
AOA WPB 
Open House  

11 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

ABATE FL 
State 

 Meeting   

12 
CMA Easter 
Service 
 

13 14 15 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Island Jack’s  
Pirate’s Well 
Lake Park 
Bike Nights 

16 
Palm Beach 
Harley Bike 
Night  45th St 

17 
States LW 
Open House  
@ LLB 

18 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

19 
ABATE PB 
Chapter 
Meeting  
States MC 
Pompano 

 Annual 

20 21 22 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Island Jack’s  
Pirate’s Well 
Lake Park 
Bike Nights 

23 24 
Leesburg 
Bikefest 

Lone Legion 
Open House  

25 
Leesburg 
Bikefest 

Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

26 
Leesburg 
Bikefest 

27 28 29 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Island Jack’s  
Bike Night 
Thunder Bch 
Spring Rally 

30 
Turboz/

Ralph’s Bike 
Night   

Thunder Bch 
Spring Rally 

  

April 2020 all events Cancelled 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
 

Black Pistons 
Open House  

2 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

3 
 

4 5 6 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Island Jack’s  
Pirate’s Well 
Lake Park 
Bike Nights 

7 8 
AOA WPB 
Open House  

9 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

10 11 12 13 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Island Jack’s  
Pirate’s Well 
Lake Park 
Bike Nights 

14 15 
States LW 
Open House  
@ LLB 

  

16 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

17 
ABATE PB 
Chapter 
Meeting  

18 19 20 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Island Jack’s  
Pirate’s Well 
Lake Park 
Bike Nights 

21 22 
Lone Legion 
Open House  

  

23 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

24 25 26 27 
Gorilla Bob/ 
Island Jack’s  
Pirate’s Well 
Lake Park 
Bike Nights 

28 
Turboz/
Ralph’s Bike 
Night   

29 30 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House  

31       

May 2020 tentative 
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Precinct Finder (https://www.pbcelections.org/PrecinctFinder.aspx) Palm 
Beach Elections Site  - put in your address and get ALL your Election  
Information and look under My Districts for your representatives.  
In these sidebars Underlined District # , names link in the online version. 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
DAN “SLOW-MOTION” HENDERSON 

FEDERAL 

 U.S. Senators 
 Marco Rubio 

 Rick Scott 
 

U.S. HOUSE 
 

District 18 

      Brian Mast (R) 
 

District 20 

     Alcee Hastings 
  

District 21 

     Lois Frankel 
  

District 22 

     Ted Deutch 

  

PALM  BEACH Co. 
FL House of 
Representatives 
 
D81  Tina Scott Polsky (D) 
850-717-5081 Tallahassee 
561-470-2086 Boca/Belle Glade 
  

D82  Mary Lynn Magar (R) 
850-717-5082 Tallahassee 
772-545-3481 Hove Sound 

  

D85  Rich Roth (R) 
850-717-5085 Tallahassee 
561-625-5176 Palm Bch Garden 

  

D86  Matt Willhite (D) 
850-717-5086 Tallahassee 
561-791-4071(2) WPB 

  

D87  David Silvers (D) 
850-717-5085 Tallahassee 
561-352-4824 West Palm Beach 

  

D88  Al Jacquet (D) 
850-717-5088 Tallahassee 
561-650-6846 West Palm Bch 

  

D89   Mike Caruso  (R) 
850-717-5089Tallahassee 
561-750-2396 Boca Raton 

  

D90   Joseph A. Casello (D) 
850-717-5090 Tallahassee 
561-374-7850 Boynton Bch 

  

D91   Emily Slosberg (D) 
850-717-5087 Tallahassee 
561-496-5940 Delray Beach 

 

Palm Beach County 

FL Senators  
 

D25   Gayle Harrell (R) 
850-487-5025 Tallahassee 
772-221-4019  Stuart 
 

D29 Kevin Rader (D) 
850-487-5029 Tallahassee 
561-443-8170 Boca Raton 

  

D30   Bobby Powell (D) 
850-487-500 Tallahassee 
561-650-6880 WP Bch 

  

D31  Lori Berman (D) 
850-487-5031 Tallahassee 
561-292-6014 Boynton 

Since the 2020 Florida legislative session 
is over I can shed light on how our 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. issues fared. 

Safety Money - Doc was in daily 
contact with Rep. Cummings, the Chair of 
the Joint Legislative Budget Committee, 
the last week fighting to keep our safety 
money in the budget. Things were going 
great until COVID-19 really started to 
dominate the budget. As we are now see-
ing, the spending on all aspects of the vi-
rus have greatly affected the budget. It is 
even possible that they might have to dip 
into the reserves as COVID-19 continues 
to affect Florida. 

So with that said, it's easy to see 
why many of the smaller and less critical 
budget request were set aside so they 
could fund more critical areas. So, the an-
swer is No, our safety money made it to 
the budget BUT it was both sadly and un-
derstandably taken out to make room for 
the unexpected emergency spending on 
COVID-19. 
Vulnerable Road Users Bill -  The House 
Bill did not even get heard in its first com-
mittee, Transportation & Infrastructure 
Subcommittee. This committee only meet 
eight times total, 4 times before the ses-
sion started and 4 times during the session. 
Here is a little run down on what they did. 

Even though after the Feb. 4th 
meeting the committee did not meet again, 
I want to thank every single person who 
during the Tally Rally took the time to 
visit Rep. Drake's office and talk with his 
legislative aide and signing the visitor log. 
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I was incredibly impressed by the large number of people who stopped by his office. That may leave an 
impression for the next session. 
Doc and I are speaking regularly about our strategies for the next session and some new things that we 
are going do before the next session. As a group, we still need to focus on the upcoming election and 
having each Chapter reach out to their local legislators and educate them about ABATE of Florida, Inc. 

As I have always said, this is the most important time when it is easy to meet the people running 
for local offices and meet with the legislators now that they are back in their districts. 
--Darrin "Scribe" Brooks 
ADVANCES: WEEK OF MARCH 29, 2020     NSF Staff 

TALLAHASSEE --- Florida’s history of razor-thin elections and its swing-state status in the 
upcoming presidential election have intensified a legal battle over a state law requiring all felons to pay 
“legal financial obligations” to vote. 

Republican lawmakers passed the law last year to implement a constitutional amendment that 
restored voting rights to felons who have completed their sentences. 

But the part of the law requiring payment of court-ordered fines, fees and restitution sparked 
civil-rights organizations to challenge its constitutionality. Linking finances with voting rights amounts 
to an unconstitutional “poll tax,” the groups argued. 

U.S. District Judge Robert Hinkle issued a preliminary injunction in October and ruled that the 
state cannot bar felons who are “genuinely unable to pay” from voting. He ordered Gov. Ron DeSantis’ 
administration to come up with a process in which felons could try to prove that they are unable to pay 
financial obligations and should be able to vote. 

The governor appealed the decision, but a three-judge panel of the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals backed up Hinkle. DeSantis asked the Atlanta-based appeals court for what is known as an “en 
banc,” or full court, review, but the court hasn’t decided whether to grant his request. 

During a hearing in the case Thursday, Hinkle learned that Secretary of State Laurel Lee’s office 
hasn’t come up with an administrative process to identify which felons have outstanding legal financial 
obligations or how to determine which felons can’t pay outstanding fines and fees. 

The judge was not pleased. He told the state to get the work done before a two-week trial in the 
case begins on April 27 --- or else. 

“If the state is not going to fix it, I will,” Hinkle snapped during a telephone hearing. 
Hinkle also said he intended to grant class-action status to the plaintiffs, meaning his ruling in 

the lawsuit could affect hundreds of thousands of felons whose voting eligibility remains uncertain. 
Time is a critical element of the lawsuit: The plaintiffs, and Hinkle, want a decision before the 

Oct. 5 deadline to register to vote in the Nov. 3 general election. 
But the novel coronavirus has caused a hitch in the justice system. Obeying health officials’ rec-

ommendations about “social distancing,” courts have shut down nearly all face-to-face proceedings. 
As roomy as the Tallahassee federal courthouse is, it would be difficult to squeeze the more-

than four dozen lawyers in the case into Hinkle’s courtroom. 
Hinkle plans to hold a virtual trial, and Mohammad Jazil, Lee’s attorney, told the judge Thurs-

day he and the other lawyers are checking out different online meeting services. 
Hinkle will hold another telephone hearing on Thursday to get an update on which service the attorneys 
want to use.DeSantis’ recent edict that all visitors from New York must self-quarantine for 14 days after 
arriving in the Sunshine State adds another wrinkle to the case: Many of the plaintiffs’ lawyers are New 
Yorkers. “That makes it real hard for New York lawyers to come down here and try a case,” Hin-
kle said Thursday. 
WEEKLY ROUNDUP: THE CORONAVIRUS RIPPLE EFFECT March 27, Ana Ceballos 
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Recap and analysis of the week in state government and politics 
TALLAHASSEE --- As the novel coronavirus continues to spread in Florida, hammering almost every 
aspect of our daily lives, the ripple effects of the contagion came into full view this week. 

Unemployment filings skyrocketed. More and more cities and counties set curfews and urged 
residents to stay home. Law enforcement officers began to lock up fewer people --- and in some cases 
released dozens of offenders back into communities --- to halt the potential spread in jails and prisons. 

And as coronavirus cases soared to 2,900, officials across the state confirmed the virus has in-
fected people of all walks of life, including poll workers, prison and jail employees and dozens of long-

term care residents. 
In the midst of the public health crisis, Gov. Ron DeSantis continued to face intense scrutiny 

from Democrats for leaving it up to local officials to issue stay-at-home orders and for refusing to close 
beaches statewide. 

DeSantis argued a one-size-fits-all approach is not the best approach, citing concerns about in-
tensifying the virus’ negative impact on the state’s economy. 

But he ordered all travelers from New York, New Jersey and Connecticut to self-isolate for 14 
days when they get to Florida, a move that Deborah Birx, the White House’s coronavirus response coor-
dinator, called a “thoughtful data-driven approach” on Tuesday. 

DeSantis said he also wants people who are 65 and older and people with serious medical condi-
tions to stay home for two weeks. 
‘A HUGE INCREASE’ Jobless claims are spiking as numerous types of businesses, including the vital 
tourism and hospitality industries, have shut down or cut back while the state struggles to combat the 
coronavirus. 

The U.S. Labor Department announced that 3.28 million jobless claims were filed during the 
week that ended Sunday, with just a little more than 74,000 from Floridians. And tens of thousands of 
claims continued pouring into the state throughout this week. 

“This is a huge increase, and it just shows you how so many people have been dislocated,” De-
Santis said Tuesday. “We’re working on getting them the relief. We want the federal government to do 
stuff as well. But man, that’s not only going to have an economic cost but a health cost unless we work 
hard to remedy that as soon as possible.” 

Imposed closings have come down hard on bars, restaurants, entertainment venues and vacation 
destinations such as Key West. Other employers that have been hit hard include hotels.The state offers 
12 weeks of unemployment benefits that top out at $275 a week, though a new federal stimulus package 
is slated to provide an additional $600 a week, for four months, to people who qualify. 

Democrats and labor organizations called this week for Florida to beef up benefits and said the 
state needs a more accessible unemployment-compensation system. Problems with that online system 
could be an impediment to jobless Floridians tapping into the federal benefits, they said. 

“You still have to go through the Florida unemployment process in order to access those 
(federal) benefits,” Wendi Walsh, secretary of UNITE HERE Local 355 in South Florida, said. “And if 
the system is broken, that means that not only you won’t get the Florida benefits, but you’re not going to 
get the federal benefits either. And people are desperate to receive those benefits right away.” 
IN NON-CORONAVIRUS NEWS   A federal judge delivered an ultimatum Thursday to attorneys   
representing DeSantis and his administration in a lawsuit challenging a 2019 law that implemented a 
constitutional amendment restoring voting rights to felons who have completed their sentences. 

U.S. District Judge Robert Hinkle warned the state’s attorneys to come up with a process to de-
termine whether felons have paid “legal financial obligations” as required by the law and whether those 
felons have the ability to pay the court-ordered fees and fines. He said that work needs to be done before 
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an April 27 trial in the case --- or else. 
“If the state is not going to fix it, I will,” Hinkle snapped during a telephone hearing. 
Hinkle issued a preliminary injunction in October and ruled that it is unconstitutional to deny 

the right to vote to felons who are “genuinely unable” to pay financial obligations. A panel of the 11th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals upheld Hinkle’s ruling, but DeSantis has requested what is known as an 
“en banc,” or full court, review. 
 In the preliminary injunction, Hinkle told the state to come up with an administrative process in which 
felons could try to prove that they are unable to pay financial obligations and should be able to vote. 

Months later, state elections officials have not developed such a system, Mohammad Jazil, a 
lawyer representing Secretary of State Laurel Lee, told Hinkle during a Thursday hearing in the chal-
lenge filed by voting-rights and civil-rights groups. 
      But Hinkle, who for months has chided the state for failing to come up with a plan, interrupted Jazil. 

“If you don’t have a position in place by the time of trial, and I decide that it is a constitutional 
right --- and if you read the 11th Circuit decision you probably don’t want to bet against that --- the an-
swer’s not going to be, oh, start working on this. If the state is not going to fix it, I will,” the federal 
judge admonished. 

Hinkle’s October injunction applied only to the 17 plaintiffs in the case, but the judge said 
Thursday he intended to grant class certification in the lawsuit. In addition, any declaratory judgment 
ordered by Hinkle would apply more broadly. 
STORY OF THE WEEK: Gov. Ron DeSantis took steps to address the coronavirus, including signing 
an executive order that imposes a two-week quarantine on people traveling to Florida from New Jersey, 
New York or Connecticut. 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “If you have a mother just walking down the beach with her daughter, I 
think that can be done safely. If they (local governments) are willing to put the resources in, I want to 
give them a chance to do it. That is much different than a (beach partier) doing a Jell-O shot off some-
body’s stomach. We are not tolerating that. We’ve told them that the party is over, and I am glad 
they’ve finally listened.” --- Gov. Ron DeSantis, addressing his logic for not closing down all beaches 
because of the virus. 
ADVANCES: WEEK OF MARCH 22, 2020 March 20, NSF Staff 

TALLAHASSEE --- The three projects could transform rural areas and affect residents from 
Collier County to the Georgia border. 

One calls for building a toll road from Collier County to Polk County. Another calls for extend-
ing Florida’s Turnpike from Wildwood to hook up with the Suncoast Parkway. The third would extend 
the Suncoast Parkway from Citrus County to the Georgia border. 

Since the projects got initial approval last year from lawmakers and Gov. Ron DeSantis, the 
Florida Department of Transportation and task forces have held a series of meetings to work on the 
plans and take questions from the public. 

More meetings were planned for the coming week. But then COVID-19 hit, and the meetings 
were postponed. 

Postponed. It’s a familiar word right now in Florida. 
With state leaders trying to prevent large gatherings where the highly contagious disease can 

spread, agencies are postponing or canceling meetings across the state. And meetings still moving for-
ward are almost invariably being held through conference calls or videoconferencing. 

One exception came when state lawmakers returned to the Capitol on Thursday to pass a new 
state budget. House and Senate leaders said they were barred by law from allowing legislators to vote 
without being present. 
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For now, DeSantis said areas of the budget where he sought increases, such as teacher pay rais-
es and environmental funding are safe. 

While unemployment claims are spiking, Oliva said the state would be helped by a booming 
economy the past few years that led to increased revenues. He said he anticipates the state has enough 
money to get through a crisis that isn’t prolonged. 

“We’re still several months out,” Oliva said. “We’re sitting on strong reserves. We think that 
there is enough of a buffer there to be able to sustain at least a couple of months of difficult times.” 

Galvano said “we’ll see what the future holds.” 
“Where we are today, what we’ve done today, is the appropriate place to be,” Galvano said. 
Before voting on the budget, House members Thursday were given health screenings amid con-

cerns that the highly contagious virus, known as COVID-19, could be spread in the House cham-
ber.  More than 20 lawmakers were excused from returning to Tallahassee after citing a desire to take 
extra precautions against COVID-19 or because of "prior commitments.” 

The House and Senate public galleries were closed for the session. People entering the Capitol -
-- which has restricted public access to minimize exposure --- were required to answer questions about 
their health, recent travels and interactions with large groups and people potentially impacted by 
COVID-19. 

The newly approved budget directs $27.3 million in federal dollars and another $25.1 million 
from the state to the Department of Health’s efforts to combat COVID-19. 

Rep. Evan Jenne, D-Dania Beach, expressed concern that lawmakers will have to dip into re-
serves because of COVID-19, specifically to help protect and assist health care workers. 

“It’s not going to be enough as we move forward,” Jenne said. 
    In the closing weeks of the session, legislative leaders set aside an additional $300 million in reserves 
to help brace against the economic slowdown.  Three major reserve funds total about $3.9 billion. 

The virus has prompted numerous entertainment venues, such as theme parks and Major League 
Baseball spring training, to shut down and has idled cruise ships, moves that could have a substantial 
impact on a state economy dependent on tourism. 

DeSantis on Tuesday ordered bars and nightclubs closed for a month and limited gatherings at 
beaches to 10 people or less. 

House Higher Education Appropriations Chairman Randy Fine, R-Palm Bay, said he wasn’t 
optimistic the current level of reserves will carry the state through the crisis. 

“It’s March, so we have months to figure it out,” Fine said. “I’m fairly certain there will be a lot 
of work going on. We are, unfortunately, passing a budget that is based on a lot of economic assump-
tions that no longer are the case.” 

Sen. Tom Lee, R-Thonotosassa, while calling the budget “really responsible,” also painted a 
bleak picture of the impact of COVID-19 on the Florida economy. Lee, a former Senate president, re-
called the effects on the economy of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. “This feels worse,” Lee said. 

If the Legislature needs to change the budget, Lee also said it should do it as soon as possible. 
Sen. Gary Farmer, D-Fort Lauderdale, said he anticipates a need for a special session. 
“It’s extremely likely that we will have to reconvene in the coming months to deal with the dra-

matic effects of the coronavirus,” Farmer said. 
     The new spending plan includes money for many of the priorities of DeSantis and legislative leaders. 

For example, it includes about $690 million for Everglades restoration and water projects and 
$500 million for teacher-pay increases. Also, it includes $100 million for the Florida Forever conserva-
tion program, $50 million for the Visit Florida tourism-marketing agency and 3 percent across-the-
board pay raises for state employees. 
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The largest chunk of the budget, $39.36 billion, goes to health and human services programs. 
In final negotiations, the House and Senate agreed to not trim $64 million in supplemental Med-

icaid payments that go to 28 hospitals that treat the majority of Medicaid patients in the state. A push to 
eliminate the supplemental payments and instead direct the money to increase base Medicaid rates for 
all hospitals was backed by the hospital chain HCA. 

The budget also boosts Medicaid payment rates for nursing homes and funnels additional money 
to the state Agency for Persons with Disabilities. It also includes $10 million for the Agency for Health 
Care Administration to hire a contractor to assist with a Canadian prescription-drug importation pro-
gram championed by DeSantis. 
 News Service senior writer Dara Kam, Assignment Manager Tom Urban and staff writer Ana Ceballos 
contributed to this report.  
TEN BIG ISSUES FROM THE 2020 LEGISLATIVE SESSION March 19, Christine Sexton Jim 
Saunders  TALLAHASSEE --- Florida lawmakers finished the 2020 legislative session Thursday by 
passing a $93.2 billion budget for the fiscal year that starts July 1. 

The Republican-dominated Legislature dealt with a wide range of issues during the session and 
grappled with uncertainty because of the outbreak of the coronavirus. 
` Here are 10 big issues from the session: 
ABORTION: In a major victory for abortion opponents, lawmakers passed a bill that would require 
parental consent before minors could have abortions. Florida law already requires parents to be notified 
if their daughters plan to have abortions, but a consent requirement would be more far-reaching. A 1989 
parental-consent law was ruled unconstitutional, but GOP lawmakers expressed confidence the new ver-
sion would be upheld. 
BUDGET: The House and Senate unanimously passed a $93.2 billion budget for the upcoming 2020-

2021 fiscal year. The spending plan includes $500 million to increase teacher pay, a top priority of Gov. 
Ron DeSantis. It also includes such things as a 3 percent across-the-board pay hike for state workers, 
$100 million for the Florida Forever conservation program and $50 million for the embattled Visit Flori-
da tourism-marketing agency. 
COALITION AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: The House spearheaded an investigation during 
the session into the finances of the Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence, including millions of 
dollars in compensation that went to the coalition’s former chief executive officer, Tiffany Carr. After 
the revelations, lawmakers stripped the coalition of a contract to manage money for domestic-violence 
centers across the state. The probe started after reporting by the Miami Herald. 
CORONAVIRUS: As the novel coronavirus, known as COVID-19, began spreading in Florida, it dom-
inated the end of the legislative session. Budget negotiators scrambled to factor in the potential econom-
ic effects of the highly contagious virus, putting an additional $300 million in reserves and scaling back 
a proposed tax-cut package. A deep dip in tax revenues could ultimately force the House and Senate to 
revisit the budget and make cuts. 
EDUCATION: Lawmakers agreed to spend $500 million to increase the salaries of public-school 
teachers, while also continuing a long-running effort to expand school vouchers. The House and Senate 
passed a bill that could add nearly 29,000 students next year to the Family Empowerment Scholarship 
voucher program. Meanwhile, lawmakers could not agree on a major school-safety bill after recommen-
dations from a state commission and a grand jury. 
ENVIRONMENT: DeSantis has made a priority of spending $625 million a year on Everglades resto-
ration and other water-related projects. The Legislature topped that amount, setting aside about $690 
million for projects in various parts of the state. Also, the Legislature decided to spend $100 million 
next year on the Florida Forever land-conservation program and approved a bill that will increase fines 
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But DeSantis on Friday issued an executive order that could help alleviate similar issues in cit-
ies and counties across the state. The order suspended a requirement that local government boards hold 
in-person meetings. 

The order will allow local boards to hold meetings by conference call or video conferencing, 
though they will be required to continue to comply with the state’s open-government laws. The order 
said it is “necessary and appropriate to take action to ensure that COVID-19 remains controlled, and 
that residents and visitors in Florida remain safe and secure.” 
WEEKLY ROUNDUP: NO PARTY THIS YEAR March 20, Dara Kam 

TALLAHASSEE --- Tumbleweeds replaced the red Solo cups and empty pizza boxes that    
typically signal the end of the legislative session in the Capitol, as the House and Senate wrapped up 
business Thursday. 

The rapidly spreading novel coronavirus known as COVID-19 kept visitors --- and some      
legislators --- at bay, reduced congratulatory high-fives to elbow bumps and cast a sense of dread over 
the deserted fourth floor outside the chambers. 

The final day of the 2020 session, nearly a week later than the March 13 scheduled conclusion, 
also lacked a ceremonial hanky drop that typically marks the end of the Legislature’s two-month stint in 
Tallahassee. 

The absence of the white hanky was yet another indication of life in an era of “social distanc-
ing” recommended by health officials to curb the spread of the virus, which by Friday morning had 
claimed the lives of 10 people in Florida. 

Before pressing green “yes” buttons in favor of a new state budget Thursday, House members 
underwent health screenings. More than 20 legislators were excused from the proceedings after express-
ing a desire to take extra precautions against COVID-19 or because of “prior commitments.” 

The House and Senate public galleries were shuttered. Lobbyists were nowhere to be seen. Peo-
ple coming into the Capitol were asked a series of questions about their health, recent travel and expo-
sure to individuals possibly impacted by the highly contagious virus. 

Gov Ron DeSantis followed on Friday by issuing an executive order that allows local govern-
ment boards to meet by conference call or by video conference. The governor pointed to guidance is-
sued Tuesday by President Donald Trump “advising individuals to adopt far-reaching social distancing 
measures, such as working from home and avoiding gatherings of more than 10 people.” 
ALL ABOUT THE BENJAMINS  With attention already focused on a potential need to revisit the 
budget this summer as the coronavirus upends the Florida economy, lawmakers signed off on a record 
$93.2 billion spending plan for the fiscal year that begins July 1. 
 The House and Senate unanimously approved the budget (HB 5001) with little debate. DeSantis joined 
House Speaker José Oliva and Senate President Bill Galvano for a news conference shortly afterward. 

Saying the coronavirus crisis is causing “economic dislocations,” DeSantis told reporters he 
expects to use his line-item veto power more than initially planned to help offset what are expected to 
be reductions in state tax revenue because of the virus. 

“I think it’s safe to say that the vetoes are just simply going to be different today than they 
would have been had this budget come out two months ago,” DeSantis said. “I don’t see any way 
around that. We’re already looking at different ways to add stability.” 

Despite widespread shutdowns and spiking unemployment claims, the legislative leaders ex-
pressed confidence in Florida’s fiscal future. 

Oliva said the state would be helped by a booming economy the past few years that led to in-
creased revenues. He said he anticipates the state has enough money to get through a crisis that isn’t 
prolonged. 
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“We’re still several months out,” Oliva, R-Miami Lakes, said. “We’re sitting on strong reserves. 
We think that there is enough of a buffer there to be able to sustain at least a couple of months of diffi-
cult times.” 

Galvano said “we’ll see what the future holds.” 
“Where we are today, what we’ve done today, is the appropriate place to be,” Galvano, R-

Bradenton, said. 
LIFE UNDER (COVID) WARTIME  DeSantis took far-reaching actions to combat the coronavirus 
this week, including issuing an order Friday afternoon that directed all restaurants to stop serving food 
for on-site consumption. Earlier in the week, he ordered bars and nightclubs to close for a month, while 
state universities moved to hold online classes for the rest of the spring. 

DeSantis on Friday also ordered beaches, theaters and other gathering spots in Palm Beach and 
Broward counties to be shut down, as South Florida has far more coronavirus cases than any other re-
gion of the state. 
 Meanwhile, the Florida Department of Corrections this week stopped accepting new inmates in 
a move aimed at preventing the spread of COVID-19. The decision shifted an additional burden to local 
agencies. 

In a statement issued Wednesday, department officials said they will restrict the intake of in-
mates and “new commitments from counties” until March 30. 

The decision came a week after corrections officials canceled visitation until April 5. Prisoners’ 
lawyers are still allowed to have face-to-face visits. 

Pinellas County Sheriff Bob Gualtieri, president of the Florida Sheriffs Association, told The 
News Service of Florida he has communicated with Corrections Secretary Mark Inch and staff members 
about the plan. 

For the next two weeks, “the inmates who have been sentenced to state prison will remain in 
county jails,” Gualtieri said. 
STORY OF THE WEEK: State lawmakers passed a record $93.2 billion budget, as Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis continued to respond to the rapidly spreading coronavirus known as COVID-19. 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “It’s a great day to have fun. And we’ll just make it even better next year. 
But now’s the time to stay home. …You know, if you want to fire up a Guinness at your own house, 
I’ve got no problem with that. You’re not going to get any arguments from me.” --- Gov. Ron DeSantis, 
addressing cancellations of St. Patrick’s Day festivities because of COVID-19  

LAWMAKERS PASS $93.2 BILLION BUDGET, FACE UNCERTAINTY March 19, Jim Turner 
TALLAHASSEE --- State lawmakers on Thursday approved a record $93.2 billion budget for 

next year, with attention already focused on a potential need to revisit the spending plan this summer as 
the novel coronavirus upends the economy. 

The budget (HB 5001), which takes effect July 1, was approved in a 104-0 vote by the House 
and a 32-0 vote by the Senate. 

The votes came nearly a week after the scheduled end of the 60-day annual session and without 
the ceremonial back-slapping that typically marks the finish of each session. 

Gov. Ron DeSantis, saying the coronavirus crisis is causing “economic dislocations,” said he 
expects to use his line-item veto power more than initially planned to help offset what are expected to be 
reductions in state tax revenue. 

“I think it’s safe to say that the vetoes are just simply going to be different today than they 
would have been had this budget come out two months ago,” DeSantis said during a news conference 
with House Speaker Jose Oliva and Senate President Bill Galvano after the budget was approved. “I 
don’t see any way around that. We’re already looking at different ways to add stability.” 
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for environmental lawbreakers. 
HEALTH CARE: House Speaker Jose Oliva, R-Miami Lakes, delivered on his promise to allow ad-
vanced practice registered nurses to practice independently of physicians. DeSantis quickly signed the 
bill, which Oliva contends will help expand access to care. DeSantis also signed another Oliva priority 
that will allow pharmacists to test and treat patients for the flu and strep throat. The measures drew op-
positions from physician groups. 
IMMIGRATION: Trying to carry out a 2018 campaign pledge, DeSantis pushed this year for requiring 
employers to use the federal E-Verify system to check the immigration status of new hires. But lawmak-
ers refused to go as far as DeSantis wanted, passing a bill that would mandate all government employers 
use E-Verify, while making it optional for many businesses. Proposed E-Verify requirements have faced 
opposition from agriculture, construction and tourism industries. 
INSURANCE: As incoming House speaker, Rep. Chris Sprowls, R-Palm Harbor, was a powerful figure 
during this year’s session. Sprowls led a successful effort to pass a bill that, if signed by DeSantis, will 
block life insurers and long-term care insurers from using customers’ genetic information in making de-
cisions about policies, including pricing. Meanwhile, a renewed attempt to repeal the state’s no-fault 
auto insurance system died. 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES: Senate President Bill Galvano, R-Bradenton, made a priority of re-
vamping a Medicaid-funded program known as the iBudget, which provides services that help about 
35,000 people with developmental disabilities live at home or in their communities. Lawmakers passed a 
bill that will make changes in the program and included $241 million in the new budget to wipe out past 
iBudget deficits.   
DOZEN DEAD ISSUES FROM 2020 LEGISLATIVE SESSION March 16, Jim Saunders 
TALLAHASSEE --- As they finished most of their work Friday night, lawmakers could celebrate bills 
they had passed during the 2020 legislative session. But hundreds of other proposals died along the way. 
Here are a dozen high-profile issues that didn’t pass: 
--- CONSTITUTION PANEL REPEAL: The state Constitution Revision Commission, a powerful 
panel that can place proposed constitutional amendments on the ballot, drew heavy criticism for the way 
it operated in 2018. The House during this year’s session approved a proposal (HJR 301) to eliminate 
the commission, but the Senate did not vote on it. 
--- GAMBLING DEAL: As seems to happen every year, rumors buzzed in the Capitol that the state 
could reach a gambling deal with the Seminole Tribe of Florida that might include issues such as legal-
ized sports betting. But despite behind-the-scenes talks, a potentially lucrative plan never emerged. 
--- LAWSUIT LIMITS: Business groups lobbied for bills that would have limited costs in lawsuits but 
were largely stymied. As an example, the House passed a measure (HB 7071) that would have placed 
additional restrictions on what are known as “contingency risk multipliers” for plaintiffs’ attorney fees 
in lawsuits against property insurers. The Senate did not go along. 
--- MARIJUANA POTENCY CAP: Warning about the effects of cannabis on young people’s develop-
ing brains, House leaders pushed to place a cap on the amount of euphoria-inducing THC in medical 
marijuana for patients under age 21. But the Senate would not agree to a cap, and the issue was dropped 
from a broader health-care bill (HB 713). 
--- MOMENT OF SILENCE: The House approved a proposal (HB 737) that would have required pub-
lic schools to hold a moment of silence at the beginning of each day. Supporters said it would give stu-
dents a chance to reflect, but critics contended it was unnecessary because moments of silence are al-
ready allowed. The Senate did not take up the measure for a vote. 
--- NO-FAULT REPEAL: Lawmakers waded back into a long-running debate about whether to repeal 
the state’s no-fault auto insurance system, which requires motorists to carry personal-injury protection, 
or PIP, coverage. But the proposals (HB 771 and SB 378), which included a bodily-injury coverage re-
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quirement, did not get votes in the full House or Senate. 
--- OFFICE OF ENERGY MOVE: A controversy flared about a House plan to move the state Office 
of Energy from the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to the Department of Environ-
mental Protection, under Gov. Ron DeSantis. Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried, the only statewide 
elected Democrat, fought the move, and the Senate scuttled it. 
--- PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH RECORDS: With supporters arguing the change was needed to help 
draw top candidates, the House passed a bill that would have created public-records and public-meetings 
exemptions for presidential searches at colleges and universities. But the measure drew fire from open-

government advocates, and the Senate did not vote on it. 
--- SCHOOL SAFETY: For the first time since the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School mass 
shooting in 2018, lawmakers did not pass a broad school-safety bill. The House and Senate could not 
agree on a measure (HB 7065) that included recommendations from a commission created after the 
Parkland shooting and a statewide grand jury. 
--- SENTENCING REVAMPS: Supporters of revamping criminal-sentencing laws floated a series of 
proposals but ran into opposition. Perhaps the highest-profile bill (SB 346) would have loosened sen-
tencing laws in certain drug-trafficking cases. It passed the Senate but was not taken up in the House. 
--- TERM LIMITS: Nearly three decades after voters approved term limits for state lawmakers, the 
House this year passed a measure (HJR 157) that sought to place similar eight-year limits on county 
school-board members. But senators were divided on the proposal, which did not come up for a vote on 
the Senate floor. 
--- VACATION RENTALS: In an issue that drew heavy lobbying, lawmakers considered proposals 
that would have taken away power from cities and counties to regulate vacation rental properties. Local 
governments mobilized to fight the proposals (HB 1011 and SB 1128), which did not get votes in the 
full House or Senate. 
--- News Service staff writer Jim Turner contributed to this report.  
ADVANCES: WEEK OF MARCH 15, 2020  March 13, NSF Staff 

TALLAHASSEE --- Amid a series of public- and private-sector shutdowns spurred by the rap-
idly spreading novel coronavirus, Florida officials are refusing to cancel Tuesday’s presidential primary 
elections. 

Democrats can choose from more than a dozen candidates on the ballot, although the primary 
has basically boiled down to a two-man race between former Vice President Joe Biden and U.S. Sen. 
Bernie Sanders of Vermont. 

Republicans also can cast ballots as President Donald Trump continues to build his re-election 
campaign. 

For Floridians who’ve decided to vote by mail, county elections supervisors must receive the 
ballots by 7 p.m. Tuesday. 

But for those who choose to vote the old-fashioned way, Gov. Ron DeSantis and his administra-
tion aren’t letting fears about the coronavirus known as COVID-19 --- which has caused the deaths of 
two Floridians and has sparked near-panic in some regions --- put a pause on Election Day. 

“We’re definitely voting,” DeSantis told reporters Friday. “They voted during the Civil War. 
We are going to vote.” 

Also Friday, Secretary of State Laurel Lee joined her counterparts from Arizona, Illinois and 
Ohio, who also are overseeing elections Tuesday, in collectively insisting on business as usual. 

“We are working closely with our state health officials to ensure that our poll workers and vot-
ers can be confident that voting is safe,” said a statement from Lee, Arizona Secretary of State Kathy 
Hobbs, Illinois Elections Board Chairman Charles Scholz and Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose. 
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This week, Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice Charles Canady suspended face-to-face court 
proceedings, Disney World and Universal announced the theme parks would temporarily shut down, 
and the governor canceled visitation at the state’s prisons. 

Baseball games have been scratched, organizers have canceled festivals such as South by 
Southwest and the NCAA has ixnayed March Madness. 

But elections are different, Lee and the other state officials said. 
“Unlike concerts, sporting events or other mass gatherings where large groups of people travel 

long distances to congregate in a confined space for an extended period of time, polling locations see 
people from a nearby community coming into and out of the building for a short duration,” the elec-
tions officials said. 

The statement added the elections officials “are confident that voters in our states can safely 
and securely cast their ballots in this election, and that otherwise healthy poll workers can and should 
carry out their patriotic duties on Tuesday.” 

Voting sites in assisted-living facilities will be moved, DeSantis said Friday.“It’s just not worth 
the risk,” he said. “That may mean some voters get inconvenienced who aren’t part of those communi-
ties. But to me, it’s a no-brainer to err on the side of the safety of our residents. These primaries, the 
way this has worked out, I mean quite frankly are not going to be cliffhangers.” 
LAWMAKERS FAIL TO PASS SCHOOL SAFETY MEASURE March 14, NSF Staff 

For the first time since the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School mass shooting in 2018, 
Florida lawmakers failed to pass legislation addressing school safety. The House and Senate were una-
ble to hash out their differences on the bill, and the proposal died in the final hours of the 2020 legisla-
tive session Friday night. The measure (HB 7065) incorporated several recommendations from the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Public Safety Commission and a statewide grand jury impan-
eled last year to investigate whether school districts were complying with school safety laws enacted 
after the Parkland shooting. Some of the bill's provisions would have made small changes to the school 
guardian program’s training procedures, required school districts to create plans to reunify families in 
the wake of tragedy and prohibited the arrests of certain children under the age of 7. Speaking to re-
porters shortly after midnight, House Speaker Jose Oliva appeared to have been caught off guard by the 
bill’s demise, which he said was unfortunate. “I am wondering a little bit myself what happened to it. 
Maybe the fact that it was so important to all of us, it got caught up in the details,” Oliva, R-Miami 
Lakes, said. Lawmakers extended the 60-day session, which was scheduled to end Friday, for another 
week, but only to consider the budget and related bills. Votes on policy issues, such as the school safe-
ty measure, concluded shortly before midnight Friday. Senate President Bill Galvano, who pushed a 
sweeping school safety measure in the weeks following the 2018 shooting in Broward County, blamed 
the bill’s failure to pass this year on differences between the two chambers. “The good news is that, as 
these bills get out from the original bill, they become more technical and not as substantive in nature,” 
Galvano, R-Bradenton, told reporters. “A lot of these issues, the school districts are starting to address 
them on their own.” 
LAWMAKERS AGREE ON $92 BILLION BUDGET March 14, Christine Sexton, Ana Ceballos, 
Jim Turner   TALLAHASSEE --- Legislative leaders completed a roughly $92 billion budget on Satur-
day afternoon, settling numerous education and health care issues as they fine-tuned the state spending 
plan in anticipation of an economic hit from the novel coronavirus. 

Senate budget chief Rob Bradley and his House counterpart Travis Cummings said the fiscal 
plan could be available to the public Sunday evening or early Monday, setting off a 72-hour cooling off 
period. Lawmakers will return to Tallahassee Wednesday or Thursday to vote on the budget before 
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sending it to Gov. Ron DeSantis. 
House and Senate leaders on Friday extended the 2020 legislative session, which was scheduled 

to end Friday, for another week to complete work on the state budget, the only must-pass bill of the 60-

day session. 
Bradley and Cummings, Republicans who are both from Fleming Island, redirected more than 

$300 million into reserves, dipping into areas such as the Land Acquisition Trust Fund, Medicaid rever-
sions, and the $47.7 million tax package (HB 7097) that was approved late Friday night, to brace 
against the coronavirus. The virus has prompted numerous entertainment venues, such as theme parks, 
to temporarily shut down, a move that could have a substantial impact on a state economy heavily de-
pendent on tourism. 

“We have always said we were going to be very aggressive about our reserves,” Bradley said. 
“We were extra aggressive this year.” 
       Bradley, calling it a “responsible approach,” said the state’s overall reserves are now at $3.8 billion. 

“We are prepared when it comes to dealing with any potential revenue downturns because of 
what is happening with the coronavirus,” he added. 

Cummings said the goal was to spread the impacts “throughout our state budget,” which in-
cludes $25 million to help DeSantis and his administration combat the spread of the highly contagious 
coronavirus, known as COVID-19. 

Even after making adjustments to accommodate a fragile economic outlook, the spending plan 
maintains or comes close to many of DeSantis’ environmental and educational proposals. 

The $500 million top-line number for teacher-pay increases, however, falls short of the gover-
nor’s $900 million request for teacher raises. 

DeSantis last year declared that 2020 would be “the year of the teacher,” and asked lawmakers 
for $602 million that would have set a statewide $47,500 minimum salary for all public school teachers. 
He also wanted $300 million for a new teacher bonus program. 

In response, the Legislature dropped all plans for a teacher bonus program and set aside $500 
million for teacher salary increases. Lawmakers agreed to put $400 million toward raising teachers’ 
minimum salaries and $100 million into giving veteran teachers pay hikes. 

Teacher pay took a hit, in part, because of the coronavirus spread, Bradley said. 
“When the proposal was made we did not have the situation that we have in our state, in the 

country and in the world, so we make decisions based on the realities that are facing us here in mid-

March,” Bradley told reporters after meeting publicly with Cummings in the Capitol on Saturday. 
DeSantis’s office estimated it would cost $602 million to meet the minimum salary statewide. 

Bradley said the money lawmakers allocated will help “some districts” get closer to the minimum-

salary threshold. 
“The overall average is going to be close to the governor’s goal,” Bradley said. 
In a prepared statement, Florida Education Association President Fedrick Ingram praised law-

makers’ decision to focus on raises rather than bonuses. 
“The allocation of $500 million for teacher salary increases is welcomed and appreciated. We 

recognize this is an important down payment in what must be a multi-year investment, and it was ac-
complished while facing significant challenges,” Ingram said Saturday. 

The two chambers agreed to not trim $64 million in supplemental Medicaid funding that cur-
rently goes to 28 facilities that treat the majority of the Medicaid patients in the state. The push to elimi-
nate the supplemental payments and instead direct the money to increase the base Medicaid rates paid 
to all hospitals was being pushed by HCA. It also was a priority for Bradley. 

The Safety Net Hospital Alliance of Florida, whose members benefit from the supplemental 
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payments, dubbed the money the “critical care fund.” Justin Senior, the CEO of the organization, issued 
a statement Saturday thanking lawmakers for keeping the funding intact. 

“Those funds go to the hospitals that see the sickest and most complex patients in the state. Our 
safety net hospitals are on the front lines in the fight against the coronavirus in Florida and we deeply 
appreciate the Legislature’s funding commitment to provide patients with top outcomes,” Senior said. 
Lawmakers also gave last-minute approval to $1.5 million for DeSantis’ office to use on litigation. 

“That’s part of the give-and-take between the executive (branch) and the budget-makers, to 
make sure there is enough money to pay lawyers in case there is litigation,” Bradley said. 

Cummings said the money could be used in case the state is sued over potential coronavirus-
related disputes. The funds also could be used for the state’s lawsuit against the embattled Florida  
Coalition Against Domestic Violence, which is accused of misusing public money to pad the salary of 
its former chief executive officer. 

Late Friday, House Speaker José Oliva, R-Miami Lakes, cautioned lawmakers to anticipate  
bigger budget challenges next year --- or possibly sooner --- because of COVID-19. 

DeSantis told reporters Saturday that three Floridians have died after contracting the virus, with 
the latest victim a 68-year-old Orange County woman who died in California. 

“What we do know is that it has already become a very serious economic risk. That we know,” 
Oliva told reporters after Friday’s floor session. “The impacts of this will be felt. The question now is, 
will it be felt now before the new Legislature organizes and we have to come back or, with enough  
money in reserves, will we be able to sustain that until the new Legislature gets organized (following the 
November elections)?” 

Bradley on Saturday noted that DeSantis has already signed an executive order that should give 
him the needed economic flexibility for the state’s response to the crisis. 

DeSantis on Saturday raised the operational level at the state Emergency Operations Center and 
eased driver's license renewal requirements for the next 30 days. 

Also Saturday, Agriculture Nikki Fried said the U.S. Department of Agriculture has granted 
waivers to the state that will allow school districts, childcare institutions, and community organizations 
to continue to provide meals to children whose schools are closed in response to the pandemic.  
CORONAVIRUS COULD CURB SPENDING, TAX CUTS March 10,  Jim Turner 

TALLAHASSEE --- Florida lawmakers are looking to build reserves by cutting spending as the 
state reacts to the threat of the novel coronavirus and a plunge in the stock market. 

Floridians could also expect fewer tax breaks from a package the House approved last week as 
legislative leaders hammer out the final details of an estimated $92 billion budget for next fiscal year. 

“What we’re going to see now, from here on out and into the summer, is probably a difficult 
economy,” House Speaker Jose Oliva, R-Miami Lakes, told reporters late Monday. 

That means shifting planned spending into reserves for a budget that could be finalized in the 
next couple of days. 

Oliva’s comments came after Gov. Ron DeSantis declared a state of emergency that broadened 
his powers to respond to the coronavirus, known as COVID-19, and after lawmakers over the weekend 
agreed to funnel $25 million to fight the spread of the virus. 

Senate President Bill Galvano, R-Bradenton, told reporters Monday that money for teacher pay 
raises and proposed tax cuts could be trimmed. 

The House and Senate appeared to agree Saturday to spend $500 million to increase teacher sal-
aries, an issue that is a top priority of DeSantis. A day later, the Senate proposed upping the amount to 
$600 million. 

But legislative leaders were again weighing how much to spend on the raises Monday, as the 
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coronavirus threatened to reduce tax revenues from industries such as tourism and cruise ships. 
Galvano said lawmakers could put additional money into reserves "in case we need to utilize 

it from an economic standpoint or to stabilize our budget.” He suggested that the additional money 
going into reserves could top $200 million. 

Oliva also said teacher pay raises could be hit. 
“That’s one of the largest recurring expenditures that has been proposed this year,” Oliva said. 

“I think it has to be looked at.” 
He also noted a planned $100 million for the Florida Forever conservation program could be 

reduced. 
The House tax package (HB 7097), which would offer $115 million in savings next fiscal 

year, would provide sales-tax “holidays” before hurricane season and the new school year. It also 
would trim sales taxes on commercial leases by 0.1 percentage point, to 5.4 percent, and reduce the 
communications services tax, collected on things such as cell phones and cable and satellite television, 
by 0.5 percentage point. 

The communications services tax cut is projected as a $24.9 million savings next fiscal year, 
growing to $59.7 million a year. 
CORONAVIRUS ‘PANIC’ COULD AFFECT STATE BUDGET 3- 9, Dara Kam, Jim Saunders 
TALLAHASSEE --- Worried about economic damage, House and Senate leaders said Monday that 
fears about the novel coronavirus could affect the ongoing negotiations about a new state budget. 
Oliva pointed to “panic” surrounding the spread of the virus, saying it is “having a real effect.” 
Later, Senate President Bill Galvano, R-Bradenton, said he and Oliva had discusssed the possible im-
pact of the coronavirus on the budget. He said it could affect such things as the amount of money set 
aside for teacher pay increases and a tax-cut package. 
Also, he said it could lead to lawmakers putting additional money into reserves "in case we need to 
utilize it from an economic standpoint or to stabilize our budget.” He suggested that the additional 
money going into reserves could top $200 million. 
The economic troubles caused by the coronavirus, known as COVID-19, could play out in some of 
Florida’s key industries --- such as tourism --- that account for major chunks of tax revenue. Galvano 
pointed, for example, to problems in the cruise industry. 
Uncertainty about the economic impact on Florida adds a new level of complication to the budget ne-
gotiations, lobbyist Mark Delegal, a partner with the Holland & Knight law firm, told The News Ser-
vice of Florida following Oliva’s remarks. 
“There’s a lot of uncertainty about the future of sales tax revenues related to tourism and general com-
merce,” Delegal said. 
Not only are people reconsidering vacations in the Sunshine State, Floridians “may be thinking they 
can do a few less outings and a few more in-home activities while this plays out,” he added. 
“The hope is the virus runs its course in the next couple of weeks and we’re back to business as usu-
al,” said Delegal, whose clients range from safety-net hospitals that serve large numbers of Medicaid 
and uninsured patients to the Florida Chamber of Commerce. 
Lawmakers use estimates of tax revenues that are produced periodically by a panel of state econo-
mists. But the most-recent estimates of general revenue --- the most important source of tax dollars for 
the state --- were released Jan. 15, the day after the legislative session started. 
The coronavirus, however, had not spread across the globe in mid-January or been found in Florida 
and other parts of the United States. Florida on Friday night reported its first two deaths from the dis-
ease, which started in China. 
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A.D.D. INSURANCE POLICY UPDATE  
We all realize the $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment insurance policy if one of the best benefits of  
being an ABATE member. That is one reason to keep your membership up to date. You MUST name someone to 
get the money in case of death to prevent taxes and being in probate court. So when you receive the yellow card 
mailed from our state office, you can complete it and mail to insurance company. Most likely an agent will contact 
you even if you said not to. If they do be, SURE to get their name and number upfront. They do NOT need to visit 
you even to deliver the certificate. If they insist or get push, contact ABATE of FL. main office and report it but 
you MUST have the agents' name and number for action to be taken. Otherwise you may just return the completed 
yellow card to ABATE to have on file. Then be sure your survivors know to contact ABATE for the benefits.  
 STATE OFFICE: ABATE OF Florida, Inc. PO Box 2520, Deland, FL 32721-2520  

 Phone: (386) 943-9610 Fax: same  Email: flabate@bellsouth.net  

Get your card at chapter meeting or our table at events.  Keep membership up to date  for the insurance  

WHY JOIN ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.? 

ABATE is a non-profit  Motorcycle Rights Organization whose cause is to EDUCATE the government, motorcy-
clists and the general public on freedom, rights, road safety, and awareness of motorcycles on the road.  
REQUIREMENTS—must be at least 18 years of age. In does not matter what you or even if you ride. You can 
be an independent or member of a club or association. All are welcome at meetings.   
JOIN FOR THE CAUSE. Everything is voluntary, we understand work and family comes first.  We hope you 
can help in any small way, vote and spread the word.  
BENEFITS Your money is used to provide a lobbyist to the state and federal government to watch for our rights 
and freedom. The State MasterLink newsletter every 2 months we bring back from State meeting or read it online. 
The chapter newsletter is available online at palmbeach.abateflorida.com so is in color, with active Internet links 
and zoomable. Members get free classified ads in our newsletters.  
INSURANCE As an active member you have a $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment policy from 
American Income Life. You will get a card  in the mail from state office to register your beneficiary for ADD 
insurance. Do NOT mail it, just be sure your family knows about the policy.  If you send it in and they try to meet 
to sell you more so only if you are interested in more insurance. If they bother you contact our State Office to 
have it stopped.  You can mail to the office as Registered letter to have it done when you family notifies.  Be sure 
to renew in time so are always covered!  It does not have to be a motorcycle accident. 
 MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE Palm Beach Chapter members can get an insurance discount with Leslie Kay 
Progressive insurance company. Contact them for a quote 1-866-367-1788  www.LeslieKays.com   The $3000 
accessory package is normal.  The State has arranged with Coastal Insurance Company to offer members up to 
10% discount and $3000 parts and accessories coverage.  They are at 190 Hwy A1A Suite, Satellite Beach FL .  
Agent Doug Guido’s phone is 888-596-2453. So these are two more options  to compare with your company 

PRIVACY Your email, address and phone are never given out to anyone except State/Chapter executive board.    
EMAILINGS you can be added to a mass mailing which you can op to be removed at end of email.  Usually only 
do twice a month to let you know our Newsletter is online and remind you of chapter meetings.  Local events are 
included and sometimes urgent matters may be included.  No one will see your email  PHONE TEXT  another 
way to communicate with members.  Your phone number may be added to our text alert system  To change or add 
the chapter email is palmbeach.abateflorida@gmail.com  Our website is palmbeach.abateflorida.com 

We have a Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

Mail: ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter,  P.O. Box 530944, Lake Park, FL 33403  
Another benefit of chapter  membership in ABATE of FL Palm Beach is having a free business card in newsletter 
and free newsletter classified for items to sell or acquire. Support your brothers and sisters when possible,  
Besides a $4.000 ADD insurance policy, discount Leslie Kay insurance, we are looking into other benefits for 
members. We are  always in need of more paid  advertisers so find any business to benefit from our low rates and 
support our newsletter and chapter.  
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GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 

 

To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all  
motorcyclists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting VFW POST 4143 

3rd Sunday April  19 , 2020 11:30  

CANCELLED 

Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue 

Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US1) turn south and is 1 block on east 

side. Bike Parking is on south side of building. 
Support the VFW by having breakfast 9 am to Noon 


