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2018-2019 Board of Directors & Trustees  
PRESIDENT                     Curtis “Harpo” Alva                  561-371-6176 

VICE PRESIDENT            John “LB” Valiquette                 561-907-0043 

SECRETARY                   Kathy L. “SunKatt” Hale           561-543-6229 

TREASURER                      Vincent J. “Fizz” Fazzese         561-542-7014 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS                 Pete Carroll                              561-284-1719 

MEMBERSHIP  TRUSTEE   Vincent J. “Fizz” Fazzese         561-542-7014 
SAFETY DIRECTOR    Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson    561-702-9929 

LEGISLATIVE    Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson    561-702-9929 

STATE DELEGATE    Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson    561-702-9929 

STATE DELEGATE    Bill “Hamish” Black                    561-714-5264  

NEWSLETTER/WEBMASTER Dan “Slo Mo” Henderson          561-702-9929 

PR/COMM  TRUSTEE     Dan “Slo Mo” Henderson          561-702-9929 

PRODUCTS TRUSTEE    Kathy L. Hale                       561-543-6229      

  

Our Email is palmbeach.abateflorida@gmail.com   
Put in the subject: ABATE and the officer to whom should see it and 

what about to so that message is directed right 
Mailing Address  

ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 530944 

Lake Park, FL 33403  

Our website is palmbeach.abateflorida.com  

DISCLAIMER 

This official publication of ABATE of Florida, Inc., 
Palm Beach Chapter accepts no  

responsibility for the comments, advertisers or 
opinions contained in this publication 

The submission deadline for all material for  
publication is after the third weekend of month or 

earlier for on time completion  

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 

This newsletter is the monthly publication of 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. Palm Beach Chapter  

published monthly 12 times a year  
ABATE of  Florida Inc 

Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 530944 

Lake Park, FL 33403  
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https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

EDITORIAL 
GUIDELINES 

You are encouraged to  

submit letters about 

ABATE related to events, 

articles, photographs,  

commentaries, etc. Please 

do not submit slanderous 

nor accusing letters,  

profanity nor nudity.  

Abate of Florida, Inc., 

will not accept any  

advertising that  

discriminates against any 

type of motorcyclist 

President’s Message 
Curtis Alva  

We had a great ride to Tallahassee.  Several members went.  I rode up 
with Foxy Babe and Metal flake and back with a group of 7 riders from 
multiple chapters.  On April 14, we had our state meetings and on April 
15, over 100 ABATE members took an escorted ride from Monticello to 
the State Capitol.  We rode right through the plaza and parked at the 
steps of the State Legislature.  Our State President, Doc, spoke up for 
biker’s rights and then we had a bell ringing ceremony for all ABATE 
members who passed away in the last year.  Afterwards the group went 
into the legislature and split up and spoke with dozens of legislative 
aides, lobbyists, and others.   

Our Chapter is growing and so is our Board of Directors and Trus-
tees.  Suzanne “Suzzangel” accepted the nomination to be Treasurer, 
Half Pint has agreed to serve as an assistant Membership Trustee, help-
ing out with Bike Nights and at Palm Beach Harley, and Hal has agreed 
to serve as assistant Safety Director, also helping out at Palm Beach Har-
ley.  We also had Rev. Kevin and his wife Blanca in attendance and the 
Rev. blessed the bikes that were there.  We have also heard good things 
about the door prizes that we began giving away 3 months ago.  We have 
given away t-shirts, hats, tools and in May we will be giving away a 
clutch cable.   

At the state meetings in Tallahassee, Doc announced that ABATE would 
be putting together a state-wide party this year.  The northern shore of 
Lake Okeechobee was discussed as a good spot, with three chapters, 
Palm Beach, Light House and Treasure Coast serving as hosts.  We are 
excited about this possibility and invite everyone to come to our next 
meeting to help us make this happen.   
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UPCOMING Event Schedule 

Wed May 1 - Bike Nights Island Jack’s, and Gin Mill Jensen Beach 

May 1 to May 5 Thunder Beach Spring Rally 

 

Thurs. May 2 - Abacoa Bike Night PB Harley 7-10, Black Piston’s Open House 

 

Monday May 6 - Mob of Brothers Open House  
 

Thurs. May 9 6-8pm Palm Beach Harley 101 

 

May 10 & 11 NCOM Conference Orlando 

Saturday May 11 Mob of Brothers Annual 4pm to ?? 2950 Commerce Park Dr Boynton Beach 

 

Tuesday May 14 - Lone Legion Open House 2950 Commerce Park Dr Boynton Beach 

 

Wed. May 15 - Bike Night Island Jack’s,  
 

Sat. May 18 USMV Task Force 3 Annual Ultra 312 S. Congress Ave. WPB  
 

3rd Sunday May 19 — Palm Beach Chapter Meeting ABATE of FL. Inc. 11:30 am V.F.W. 
Post 4143 located at 2404 Broadway, Riviera Beach 561-844-5718. From I 95 exit Blue Heron 
Blvd. go east to Broadway (Federal Hwy., US- 1) turn right, go south 1 block the V.F.W. is on 
the east side. Look for the flag. Breakfast will be served 9:00 AM 'til Noon  
 

Wed May 22 - Bike Night Island Jack’s, States MC Lake Worth Open House 3570 Boutwell Rd 

 

Saturday May 25 WPB Black Pistons Annual 5pm to ?? 5720 Greenwood Ave WPB 

 

Sunday May 26 ABATE Southeast Memorial Day Event Mickey’s 350 SW12th Ave Pompano 
Noon to 5 

 

Tues May 28 Skulls De Fierro Open House 7:30 to ?? 2950 Commerce Park Dr Boynton 
Beach 

 

Thurs. May 30 - Turboz Custom Cycles Bike Night 7-10 PM Ralph's Stand Up Bar Jupiter  
 

 

REMINDER: EVERY  
Monday Night  Happy Hour & Dominos with the MOB  LLB clubhouse 

Wed Nights Gorilla Motors/PBH Bike Night at Island Jack’s,  
Sat. night Fly n Wheels Open House 

 PLEASE ATTEND THE OPEN HOUSES FOR A GOOD TIME AND SHOW OF SUPPORT 
WHEN POSSIBLE 
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 ABATE of FL 
Inc. Palm Beach 

Chapter 

GBNF 

 Ed “Gunner” Bassett 
Frank “Pipes” Cook 

 Robert “Torch” Lyle 
 Niurka Crespo 

 Phil Moore 
 Michael Steffy  

Tom “Ramblin’Man”  
Botticelli 

Karen Watkins 
“Bones” Maurice Clark 
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ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement     
WHO WE ARE  

 We are a non-profit organization of motorcycle enthusiasts from all walks of life. We lobby and 
educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and positive image. 
We endeavor to enlist the cooperation and participation of all organizations and individuals that share a 
similar interest in preserving our  American tradition of FREEDOM. We promote motorcycle safety, 
training, & political awareness. We ARE NOT A CLUB NOR A GANG. We fund our work through 
events, toy runs, poker runs, campouts, and other motorcycle  activities. We are your neighbors & 
friends who work, pay taxes, and get involved with our community. We serve and support our country 
and believe in freedom. We use all legal means to protect our rights without infringing on the rights of 
others. We are Pro-choice NOT anti– helmet, it is up to you to decide. 

OUR GOALS 

To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning the motorcyclist. 
To promote the safe riding habits without infringing on individual freedoms. 
To motivate the bikers to write letters to legislators before, during, and after the legislative session. 
To furnish  a newsletter to keep all bikers informed in regards to upcoming legislation. 

     MEMBERSHIP  
When you become a member of ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. you are helping make a difference in the 
ongoing mission to protect your right to ride and enjoy the motorcycle of your choice, your choice of 
riding apparel, and when and where you can ride a motorcycle. These are issues that are real and present 
in today’s “protect yourself from yourself” political environment. This holds true for all levels of  
government.  There will always be those who see our love for motorcycling as a negative and will try 
any means to control and if possible prohibit motorcycle use. 
 On the local level our members get out the vote and support candidates who are sympathetic to 
our issues. We also will endeavor to lobby local governments whenever there are issues that need to be 
addressed, affecting local  motorcycle use, ownership, and any discrimination that may result from said 
use of ownership. 
 At the state level we have a paid registered lobbyist who regularly visits our state capital in  
Tallahassee to lobby our legislators on the issues concerning the motorcycling public in Florida. He also 
finds reliable House and Senate sponsors for the bills we support.  On the national level we are aligned 
with Motorcycle Riders Foundations (MRF), and the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), 
along with several other international motorcycle rights organizations (MRO’s). 
 As one can see we have our ear to the ground and our resolve tempered like steel.  As Ameri-
cans we have had it demonstrated to us time and again the vigilance is armor of free men and women.  
We shall not let the armor rust or weaken.  With your support we can re-enforce and strengthen the  
armor for now and generations to come. 
What else do you get with your membership? All members receive with their paid membership, the 
Membership Card, Event Discounts and Updates, Voting Privileges, Free Newsletter Classified  
Advertisements, a Chapter Newsletter, and a free $4,000 Accidental Death or Dismemberment  
Insurance Policy from the American Income Life Insurance Company. 
 Memberships are open to anyone 18 years of age or older, no matter what type of motorcycle 
you ride, if any at all!  We welcome all riders—in clubs, associations, independents, and sport riders to 
join us. 
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Toll Transponders: How They Work And Where On Your Motorcycle To Put Them 

APR 18, 2019  BY: KATE MURPHY, Daily News Writer 
 Here at RideApart we are always interested in new technology as it relates to our 
motorcycles. One of those things, unfortunately, is a toll transponder. I’ve seen a ton of 
questions come across various groups and motorcycle forums about these things so let’s 
dig a little into how they work so that you can use them without penalty. 
 Lots of you will say “just stay off toll roads on the bike” and while that’s certainly a 
good strategy in a lot of places, I will say that I learned the hard way you cannot get out of, 
for instance, San Francisco, without taking a toll road, and the best riding is definitely out-
side of San Francisco. 
 You will need to sign up for that transponder, whether that means online or mail-
ordering one from your local or state motor vehicle department, or wandering into an office 
to procure one. When you do that, request one that is motorcycle-specific, especially if your 
area tolls are cheaper for motorcycles. You will at least want one that is weatherproof. Some 
municipalities have these available and some do not; keep in mind whether yours is weath-
erproof when you are figuring out where on your bike to put it. This transponder is then 
keyed to your account. If you loan someone else your transponder, any tolls they go through 
will be charged to your account. 
 The transponder itself is a transmitter, and puts out Radio Frequency Identification 
(RFID) signals. The toll gantries and antennas you encounter read these signals and store 
the information in their local network. The information is then transferred to a database sys-
tem where your account is matched and charged the appropriate amount for the toll you’ve 
just triggered. 
 These toll systems are great when the alternative was stopping on a roadway where 
there’s been a ton of traffic, which means hundreds of thousands of drippy leaky cars and 
trucks have gone before you and left a nice pile of sludge for you to slip on. They’re not so 
great when the previous situation involved no toll at all. 
 When you’re looking for a good position for this toll transponder on your motorcycle, 
there are a few things to take into consideration: they are moderately directional; metal will 
block the signal; your municipality may have an automatic plate-reading system making the 
transponder more of an afterthought. 
 Yes, you read that right, but keep in mind that some places will charge you a higher 
toll for a plate reader vs. a transponder reader. As the technology advances (and keep in 
mind these are government systems, so the tech is advancing very, very slowly), the differ-
ences in tolls between transponder readings and plate readings is going away. It behooves 
you to do the research for the tolls you’re likely to go through regularly so that you don’t give 
the system any more money than you have to. 
 It’s best if you orient your transponder so that the back of it (the part with the fasten-
er) is facing up or forward, and is not inside a metal box. This means, if you do not want 
those sticker fasteners on your windshield (yuck) or you don’t have a windshield, or you park 
somewhere the thing might get stolen off your windshield, you can stick it to the inside top of 
your (plastic) saddlebag or topcase lid, or simply store it at the front of your tank bag. If you 
have no luggage at all on your bike, it will read from your jacket pocket. 
 Years ago when these contraptions were first introduced, I wanted a little more infor-
mation about them so I contacted my state’s Registry of Motor Vehicles, and asked about 
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carrying it in my leather jacket pocket. The person I spoke with insisted the signal would not 
carry through leather (she was wrong) so I joked that I’d need some extra sticky fasteners to 
mount the transponder to my helmet. 
 She didn’t think I was joking. I received more fasteners in the mail, gratis, a week later. 
https://www.rideapart.com/articles/345377/toll-transponders-how-and-where/   

Does how you break-in your new motorcycle engine really matter? 

Motorcyclist compared the wear of two run-in methods. 
by Ari Henning/Motorcyclist  April 17, 2019 

This article was originally published on Motorcyclist. 
 Your owner’s manual likely recommends a 600-, 1,000-, or even a 1,500-mile break-in 
process where you limit throttle angle and revs, and constantly vary engine speed so that all 
those new internal components can get to know each other. For a new-bike owner, it’s a slow, 
grueling march toward your first service. But do you need to bother with all those baby steps? 
There are riders who claim a gentle break-in is a waste of time and that you’re better off riding 
it like you stole it from the second you leave the lot. So, which is it? 

Your new engine’s internals have microscopically rough surfaces that need to rub 
against their counterparts to bed-in, and that happens during the first miles of use. Once the 
components are polished smooth by wear, there’s less friction, better sealing, and you’re    
ensured good power, fuel economy, and reliability. 
 There are a lot of sliding and rotating parts within an engine, but what everyone gets 
riled up about when discussing engine break-in is the seal between the piston rings and      
cylinder walls. And rightfully so. Ring seal is the key condition that’s going to affect          per-
formance and longevity. 

Our Test We rebuilt two used Honda CB300F engines with new top-end parts and 
broke them in differently over the course of 1,000 miles. 

We installed the first engine and followed the factory break-in procedure per the manu-
al, which meant painstakingly limiting and varying throttle, and slowly ratcheting up the revs. 
We gave the second engine a few moments to warm up before subjecting it to plenty of hard 
acceleration and heavy use. 
The Results There was hardly a discernible difference between the two engines once we tore 
them down. The compression and leakdown numbers were stellar and identical on both mo-
tors (235 psi and 4 percent, respectively), and all the measurements of the internal parts, in-
cluding the piston diameter, cylinder diameter, piston-ring end gap, and valve clearances, 
were all within spec and in line with each other. The only real difference was that the ring end 
gap was a few ten-thousandths of an inch wider on the second engine. 

The Conclusion  Was this a scientific and comprehensive test? Hardly. We had a 
sample size of two and only subjected the engine parts to the most fundamental mechanical 
analysis. But our test revealed that—for this particular engine—there doesn’t appear to be a 
night-and-day distinction between break-in methods. 
https://www.popsci.com/motorcycle-engine-break-in-comparison 
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Gorgeous Antique Singer Motorcycle With Sidecar 
MAR 29, 2019  BY: KATE MURPHY, Daily News Writer 

It's nearly fifty grand but it'll be worth that to someone. 
 Today’s interesting and beautiful throwback of a motorcycle with a wicker sidecar is 
from the Singer Company. Now, before the first person in with all the sewing machine jokes,  
I am here to reassure you: they are completely separate companies. Singer Motors made  
interesting cars, too, but never sewing machines. 
 This motorcycle was manufactured in 1911 and its bespoke, brandless wicker sidecar 
some time later. Just like we bolt sidecars onto modern motorcycles, people have been doing 
the same since the early 1900s, and when DOT regulations didn’t exist, you could do that with 
the assistance of a local furniture maker and the result is this stunner. 
 Take a moment with me, all of you who have ever sat in wicker furniture, and imagine 
the noises this single-cylinder motorcycle with its wicker sidecar made rolling down local and 
definitely unpaved roads back around the turn of the last century. What would those riding on 
it have worn? What a time capsule! 
 The rig is for sale through a classic car site, and they have not yet worked out what the 
displacement of the engine is since there is no label or paperwork with the bike. Singer offered 
both 299cc and 535cc engines in 1911. 
 It is partially restored, and most of it has been carefully re-painted except for the en-
gine and drive train which “show a nicely patinated alloy.” There is no word on whether the 
wicker is original; if it is, it would have to have been very carefully stored. The upholstery of 
the sidecar is described as being made of “Naugahyde” which was invented in 1914 and pro-
duced for industry in 1930, so the sidecar may have been manufactured, or remanufactured at 
any time thereafter. 
If you are interested in owning this 1911 Singer Legend motorcycle, it is located in St. Louis 
Missouri and its current list price is $47.500. 
Source: Classic Cars Journal, Classic Cars, Naugahyde 

https://www.rideapart.com/articles/315990/gorgeous-antique-singer-motorcycle-sidecar/  
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OUR NEWSLETTERS  are best viewed at palmbeach.abateflorida.com as most timely  (by the first of 
month), in full color, and with active Internet links to stories, etc., of  interest.  And for us with older 
eyes, can be zoomed in without magnifying glasses. We do need our advertisers, donations and more 
members to be able print and distribute more copies to the county for motorcyclists to be aware of the 
issues facing us.  So please join in and let us know of good places to put them in. Issues can be mailed to 
members if no Internet access.  Non-members can buy a subscription for $20 a year but the other two 
methods are faster as it takes more time  and cost to get mailings done.   
 

Advertisers 
Online 

Tell them you saw ad in 
Palm Beach ABATE  

Newsletter! 
 

We need help in getting more 
advertisers to support the  

production of our newsletter. 
Our rates are great so spread 
the word so can continue to  
expand distribution to the  
general public and riders 

Printed copies can be picked up 
at meeting and events table  

Free Monthly business card ad 
for a member  Send in scan of 
card or better, bring to Chapter 

meeting  

We Need more advertisers 
to be able to print more 

copies 

Please Pay for your 
Event to be Included 
and Support us 

ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 530944 

Lake Park, FL 33403  
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Loadin’ And Roadin’: What You Need To Know About 
Trailers. Do it right, so you & your bike can get there safe. 
Don't Miss Stories on Motorcycle.com 

 We like to think we ride our bikes everywhere, 
right? That no horizon is too distant, no riding day too 
long. We are MOrons, with iron butts and steely hearts. 
But no matter how tough your tush, no matter how much 
intestinal fortitude you have, there are plenty of situations 
where it just makes more sense to put your bike and all 
its ancillary needs onto (or into) a trailer. 
 Maybe there’s a rally halfway across the country 
and you don’t want to ride your slammed chopper through a Midwest winter. Or you’re doing a 
track day with a track-only bike with slicks and no lights (that needs rollers to start). Or you’re 
going to get dirty at the best OHV park not yet closed by environmentalists… that’s a 3-hour 
drive away. Trailer time. 
The thing is, once you’ve made the mental decision to become a trailer-ist in addition to being 
a motorcyclist, your level of responsibility ratchets up a bit, because you don’t want to be that 
guy (or that girl) with the jackknifed rig blocking three lanes on I-80 at rush hour. Do it wrong 
with a trailer and you’re on the Six O’clock news, or worse, one of those viral “FAIL” videos. 
 We teamed up with Aluma Trailers – the leading provider of high-quality, American-

made aluminum trailers – to give our readers this handy guide to loading and operating your 
trailer. Read on to avoid some of these common pitfalls.  

1. Choose Wisely 

First, you need a trailer. But, which one? Buy the trailer that best suits your needs, given your 
towing missions, cargo and tow vehicle. We are not going to tell you which trailer to buy, but 
the good folks at Aluma Trailers have a huge selection of high-quality, made-in-the-USA     
trailers that can handle just about anything you can think of, with pricing for any budget. 
 Another choice to make is your tow vehicle, which may be easy; it’s probably parked 
outside right now. Find its maximum tow weight and subtract 10 or 20 percent so you’re not 
straining its limits. Next, figure out what you need to tow; your bike alone? Or is a buddy going 
with you? And how about ancillary equipment, like gas cans, tools, spare parts, camping gear, 
folding chairs, hibachis and margarita makers? 

 Even if it’s not going on the trailer you should be mindful of the rest of your rig’s pay-
load, as that can make a difference on your vehicle’s tires and performance. Overloading is 
one of the main causes of tire failure as well as vehicle rollover crashes, so find the GVWR 
weight of your vehicle (usually on a sticker inside the door, or in your owner’s manual), which is 
your vehicle’s weight plus the maximum payload, which can be shockingly low: the 2019 Ford 
Explorer has a GVWR of 6,160 pounds, which sounds impressive until you subtract the SUV’s 
gassed-up curb weight of 4,458 pounds, meaning all passengers and cargo can’t safely ex-
ceed 1,702 pounds. Lastly, when choosing your trailer, pay attention to what kind of hitch 
you’re using, as well as the hitch height. 
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2. Load like a Pro  
If you’ve ever loaded a pickup truck or van, 
you’ve probably been more concerned with 
cramming as much as possible in there than 
you were with how that load was distributed. 
Improper weight distribution can cause handling 
problems, and as we mentioned before, the 
goal here is to not be that guy, as in that guy 
with the trailer that’s hopping up and down or 
whipping from side to side. Keep things steady 
and safe by keeping the following principles in mind: 
 Tongue Weight: Hold the mother-in-law jokes, as this is important. That’s the weight 
your vehicle’s tow hitch is supporting (as opposed to pulling), and it shouldn’t exceed 10% of 
your tow capacity. The most accurate way to check it is at a commercial truck scale, but you 
can also buy a ball hitch with a built-in scale (very cool), or jury rig something with a bathroom 
scale and a box. Obviously that won’t work past the capacity of most bathroom scales. 
 Load Weight and Distribution: Be smart about how you load. Keep heavy objects 
close to the axle, and be sure you don’t put heavy loads on one side or the other. 
 Secure your Load: Your trailer’s suspension isn’t as good as your tow vehicle, which 
means stuff will get bounced around more. Use tie-downs on everything you want to keep. 
That goes for your motorcycle as well! Leave some slack in your bike’s suspension (to keep 
from damaging the springs), but be sure to strap both front and rear wheels, and that they 
won’t come loose! Be extra careful with fragile items: you may want to keep them in the tow 
vehicle, and for Pete’s sake, strap down your loading ramp. 
 Loading and Unloading: leave your trailer hitched securely to your tow vehicle while 
loading and unloading! You may want to move your tow vehicle at your destination, but keep in 
mind that once unhitched, your trailer (especially if it only has two wheels) will be unbalanced, 
even if you set the tongue on a crate or cinder block. It’ll turn into a seesaw if you step onto the 
back, with possibly unhappy results. 

3. Straighten Up and Drive Right   Your trailer and bike are loaded up and you’re 
ready to go, but your responsibilities don’t end there. 

Practice, practice, practice: Learn how to pull a trailer in a 
safe, low-pressure environment like a quiet residential street or 
parking lot before you’re stuck in a big-city traffic jam or bomb-
ing down a mountain road. Be sure to learn how to back and 
perform tight turns as well: (see above “that guy” notes.) A 
handy item might be a backup camera system designed for 
trailers. 
Obey! Read up on laws regarding trailering for the states or 
countries you’re driving through. Find out what speeds you can 
drive and what lanes are okay. 
Check Yourself Before You Wreck Yourself: We’re not    

being snarky here. Seriously, after driving your rig a few miles, pull over and check your tow 
chains, hitch, lights and wheel lug nuts and bearings. If it’s all okay, check it again at every gas 
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stop. Also keep in mind your tow vehicle will be strained, so check its brakes, oil and coolant 
often. And before your next journey, perform your trailer owner’s manual maintenance check-
list, especially those bearings: they’re frequent failure points for trailers. 
Be Prepared: If you have room for a spare trailer wheel, take one, or at least a tire-repair kit 
and compressor. Flares/chem-lights, a fire extinguisher and spare tie downs and tow chains 
aren’t a bad idea to have along as well. 
Conclusion:  We hope this has been a helpful guide, and if it sounds daunting, don’t worry: 
once you’re set up you’ll find trailers are a safe and practical way to transport your bike and 
gear to and from distant adventures. Happy Towing! 
https://www.motorcycle.com/features/loadin-and-roadin-what-you-need-to-know-about-
trailers.html 

These Are The 5 Best Ways To Die On A Motorcycle 

MAR 31, 2019 Justin Hughes   Knowing how to do it can help you avoid it. 
 Riding a motorcycle is dangerous. We all know this, and there is no end to the number 
of people who remind us. Knowing ahead of time how things might go south quickly enables us 
to be more prepared for such eventualities. The great philosophers known as Megadeth tell us 
that there are 99 ways to die. MCRider goes over five ways that are specific to motorcycles. 
 Watch the video for his full explanation, but here is a summary of his points. 
Riding the wrong motorcycle. Hitting the road on a BMW S 1000 R immediately after pass-
ing your MSF parking lot course on a little 125 is a recipe for disaster. He recommends that 
your first bike be no larger than 500 cc. My first bike was a 650, which wasn't that much more 
powerful yet far below a liter bike, so that's as far as I'd go. 
Riding above your skill level. This is a mistake any rider can make, no matter how new or 
experienced. New riders are usually rather careful since they're still getting used to riding. After 
six months to a year, though, you might think, "I've got this," and kick the pace up a couple of 
notches. That's where you have just enough skill to be dangerous. 
Riding like you're on the track. This can easily happen on your favorite twisty road, thinking 
you can take that corner just a little bit faster than last time. You shouldn't be pushing the limits 
that closely anywhere outside a race track anyway. Tracks don't have any traffic that isn't pay-
ing attention or expecting you to be there. If you want to ride like you're on the track, just go to 
a track. It's more accessible than you might think, even if you have no interest in racing. 
Returning riders with old skills. It's bad enough when you know you're rusty from just a few 
months off during your first ride of the year. It's even worse when you haven't ridden in 30 
years and want to take it up again the way my dad did. Not only are the skills rusty, but motor-
cycle technology has improved by leaps and bounds over the old Harleys or UJMs they once 
rode. It's good for even experienced riders returning to motorcycling to take a basic rider 
course to get their legs under them again. 
Drinking and riding. We say it until we're blue in the face, but booze and bikes is a deadly 
combination. According to MCRider, 35 percent of motorcycle fatalities involve alcohol. Just 
don't do it. 
As Police Squad's Detective Lieutenant Frank Drebin says, "You take a chance getting up in 
the morning, crossing the street, or sticking your face in a fan." Avoiding these five pitfalls will 
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help pull your face away from those spinning fan blades and stay alive on the road. 
https://www.rideapart.com/articles/316139/5-best-ways-die-motorcycle/  

Petersen Automotive Museum announces 
“Electric Revolution” e-bike exhibition 

by Ronnie Schreiber //   March 26, 2019 Joey Ruiter Moto Undone 

 The world’s first curated exhibition of electric motorcycles opens next month at the   
Petersen Automotive Museum in Los Angeles. 
 The “Electric Revolution” features 21 contemporary and historic electric two-wheelers, 
including prototype, production, off-road, racing, and custom bikes. The museum, which has 
featured motorcycles in the past, already has a permanent collection of alt-fuel vehicles that 
includes battery electric and hybrid cars like the Tesla Model S and the Fisker Karma. 
 “As the transportation industry moves toward electric-powered vehicles, it is our re-
sponsibility as a museum to accurately represent this progression with our exhibits,” said Pe-
tersen Automotive Museum executive director Terry L. Karges, in a statement. “Because of the 
growing popularity of e-bikes, we felt it was the right time to debut ‘Electric Revolution’ and 
show our audience how these ultra-stylish and contemporary designs are pointing the way to 
the future.” 
 Harley-Davidson is underwriting the exhibit, and sent along one of its new LiveWire 
electric motorcycles and a few prototypes from its EV program. Paul d’Orleans, co-founder of 
the Motorcycle Arts Foundation, curated the exhibition. It includes the lightweight, off-road Kalk 
e-bike from Swedish manufacturer Cake, custom bike builder Neil Connolly's Storm 36, and 
the production-ready, twin-motor Zeus from Curtiss Motorcycle Company Zeus. Alta Motors, 
France's Shiny Hammer, Blatant Moto, and artist/fabricator Joey Ruiter are among other fabri-
cators and startups featured in the exhibit. 
 The Electric Revolution exhibit opens April 6 and runs through November. 
https://www.hagerty.com/articles-videos/articles/2019/03/26/petersen-automotive-museum-

announces-e-bike-exhibition 

E-Bike Controversy: When is a bicycle a motorcycle? 

April 18, 2019 Stephen Regenold The Gear Junkie 

 It was only a matter of time. Electric-assist bikes have grown exponentially in popularity 
over recent years. Now, questions over the machines’ DNA are arising with governing bodies 
in the sport. 
 To the point: When is an electric bicycle actually just a motorcycle? 

 In early April, the cycling world’s foremost authority on sanctioned bicycle racing staked 
a decisive stand. 
 The Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI) took exception to the Fédération Internationale 
de Motocyclisme’s (FIM) announcement that its motorcycle racing circuit would include electric 
mountain bikes. 
 “The UCI was very surprised and disappointed by the announcement made by the    
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International Motorcycling Federation concerning the organization of an FIM E-Bike Enduro 
World Cup in France on 1-2 June, with no regulatory basis,” UCI said in a terse statement. 
UCI officials called the FIM e-bike races “banned events” and went on to say that any rider 
holding a UCI license who participates in them risks disciplinary measures. 
 The pedal-assist e-mountain bikes used have motors with a max output of 250 watts 
and do not add power above 20 mph. 
In the organization’s March announcement, FIM President Jorge Viegas drew a comparison 
between modern e-mountain bikes and the very first motorcycle designs. 
 “I am very happy that the FIM is starting to provide competitions for electric bikes,” 
Viegas said. “For the FIM it is a recurring story because the first motorcycles were based on 
a bike frame, with the addition of a motor.” 
 He continued, “In recent years the electric technology has evolved considerably, and 
we are convinced that the FIM E-XBike World Cup will offer the manufacturers a great plat-
form for further development.” 
 UCI President David Lappartient echoed Viegas’ enthusiasm. But he made clear he 
views e-bikes as entirely in the cycling realm. 
 “I am delighted by the boom currently enjoyed by e-mountain bike, a specialty that 
enables a new public to take up mountain biking — a demanding discipline — and which is 
also appreciated by high-level riders,” Lappartient said. “The UCI means to develop this ac-
tivity which, as with other forms of cycling, comes under its exclusive jurisdiction.” 
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/weekly/e-bike-controversysub-when-is-a-bicycle-a-

motorcycle/  

Unified electric motorcycle standard eyed 

April 03, 2019  Jiji Press 

TOKYO (Jiji Press) — With a view to getting more people riding electric motorcycles, 
four major motorcycle makers in the nation are considering a unified standard for batteries, 
charging stations and other facilities, informed sources said Tuesday. 
 Honda Motor Co., Yamaha Motor Co., Suzuki Motor Corp. and Kawasaki Heavy In-
dustries Ltd. plan to form a consultative body to discuss details about a unified standard, the 
sources said. 
 Not only automakers but also motorcycle makers are shifting toward carbon-free 
electric models as environmental standards are being tightened around the world. 
 The move by the four companies is designed to prevent many different standards 
from being established for charging stations and other infrastructure, which are indispensa-
ble in realizing the wider use of electric motorcycles. 
 Overseas makers developing electric motorcycles include India’s Hero MotoCorp Ltd. 
and Taiwanese startup Gogoro Inc. International competition is expected to get fueled as 
U.S. motorcycle giant Harley-Davidson Inc. also plans to introduce electric models. 
 The market for motorcycles is shrinking in Japan, chiefly because of a declining 
young population, while there is great demand in Asian and other emerging economies as a 
key means of transportation. http://the-japan-news.com/news/article/0005648430  
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WEEKLY EVENTS 
Mon Mob of Brothers MC  Happy 
Hour & Dominos @ Lone legion 
Mon  Dinner 6:30 States MC  
Pompano Clubhouse 
 
Once a Month Tues  Lone  Legion 
MC Brotherhood Open House 
2nd Tues Jupiter Moose Bike Night 
3rd Tues Skulls De Fierro Open 
House 7:30  2950 Commerce 
Park Dr Boynton Beach 

 
1st Wed, Bike Night @ the Beach 
Gill Mill Jensen Beach 
3rd Wed States MC Lake Worth 
Open House 8pm  
Wed Island Jack’s Bike Night with 
Gorilla Motors & PB Harley 
Wed Chit Chat’s bike night 7pm 
Free BBQ, music 
Wed Game Day Sports Grill Bike 
Night  
Last Wed Gatti’s Garage Bike 
Night 130 South H St Lake Worth 
 
Thurs Once a month Black  
Pistons MC WPB Open House 
1st Thurs PBH Abacoa Bike Night 
 
3rd Thurs Treasure Coast Harley 
Bike Night 

Last Thurs Turboz/Ralph’s Bike 
Night Jupiter 
 
1st Fri Enforcers MC Party 
Fri Twice a Month AOA MC WPB 
Open Houses 
 
SAT HOG Morning  Palm Beach 
Harley and often other events and 
bikini bike washes Grill Days 
SAT night Fly n Wheels Open 
House 

Thursday March 7 
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ABATE of FL 
Inc.  

PALM 
BEACH 

CHAPTER  
MEETINGS 

11:30 AM  V.F.W. 
Post 4143 at 2404 
Broadway, Riviera 
Beach 561-844-5718. 
From I 95 exit Blue 
Heron Blvd. go east to 
Broadway (Federal 
Hwy., US- 1) turn 

right, go south 1 block 
the V.F.W. is on the 
east side. Look for the 
flag. All are wlecome-
Come for breakfast and 

the meeting 

3rd Sunday May 19 

3rd Sunday June  16 

Chapter Elections 

3rd Sunday  July 21 

3rd Sunday Aug 18 

3rd Sunday  Sept 15 

3rd Sunday Oct  20 

3rd Sunday Nov  17 

3rd Sunday Dec. 15 
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May 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

Thunder Beach 
Spring Rally 

2 
Palm Beach 
Harley Bike 
Night Abacoa 
Black Pistons 
Open House  
Thunder Beach 
Spring Rally 

3 
Thunder Beach 
Spring Rally 

4 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 
Thunder Beach 
Spring Rally 

5 
Thunder Beach 
Spring Rally 

6 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

7 8 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

9 
 

10 
NCOM  
Orlando 
AOA Open 
House 

11 
NCOM  
Orlando 
MOB Annual 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

12 13 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

14 
Lone Legion 
Open House 

15 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

16 
Palm Beach 
Harley Bike 

Night  
 

17 
AOA North 
Open House 

18 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 
USMV TF3  

Annual at Ultra 

19 
ABATE  PB 
Chapter 
Meeting  

20 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

21 
 

22 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

States LW Open 
House 

23 24 
AOA Open 
House 

25 
Black Piston's 
WPB Annual 
 Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

26 
ABATE SE  
Memorial Day 
Event @  
Mickey’s 

27 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

28 
Skulls MC 
Open House 

29 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

30 
Turboz/Ralphis 
Bike Night 

31  
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June 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

2 3 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

4 5 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

6 
Palm Beach 
Harley Bike 
Night Abacoa 
Black Pistons 
Open House  

7 8 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

ABATE  FL 
State 
Meeting  
Laconia 
Bikeweek 

9 
 

Laconia 
Bikeweek 

10 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

Laconia 
Bikeweek 

11 
Lone Legion 
Open House 

Laconia 
Bikeweek 

12 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

Laconia 
Bikeweek 

13 
Laconia 
Bikeweek 
Republic of  
Texas Rally 

14 
Laconia 
Bikeweek 
Republic of  
Texas Rally 

15 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

Laconia 
Bikeweek 

16 
ABATE  PB 
Chapter 
Meeting  
Laconia 
Bikeweek 

17 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

18 
 

19 
States LW 
Open House 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

20 
Thunder in 
the Valley 
Palm Beach 
Harley Bike 

Night  

21 
Thunder in 
the Valley 

22 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

Thunder in 
the Valley 

23 24 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

25 
Skulls MC 
Open House 

26 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

27 
Turboz/Ralphis 
Bike Night 

28 29 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

30       
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Make This Perfect Honda Your First Vintage Motorcycle 

APRIL 26, 2019 CARS : MOTORCYCLES By BRYAN CAMPBELL 

 

Considering the worlds of classic cars or vintage watches are expensive cultures to climb into, 
you’d be forgiven for thinking vintage motorcycles are the same. Of course, that can be true; 
pre-war Harley-Davidsons, old Indian flat trackers, and any bike Steve McQueen ever sat on 
can easily sell for six figures. Then again, there are motorcycles like this ’76 CB750 K6, up for 
sale right now on Bring a Trailer. 

 

Honda introduced the CB750 in 
’69, and it almost instantly started 
outselling the British and Italian 
sport bikes of the era. Billed as the 
first superbike, the CB750 quickly 
earned well-deserved kudos, but 
more importantly, it was affordable, 
widely available, and easy to 
ride—all of which makes it the   
perfect avenue to jump into vintage 
motorcycles today. 
 

Since Honda produced 400,000 
CB750s from 1969 to 1979, there’s 
no worry about the rarity factor 
driving up the asking price, as   
often happens with vintage        

vehicles. The CB750 was engineered for simplicity; not only did that help Honda produce such 
large numbers, but it also contributed to the bike’s legendary reliability and endurance. It also 
means there’s an abundance of spare parts, making the motorcycle cheap and easy to work 
on when something does need fixing. 
 

This particular CB750 was under the original owner’s care until 2016, and has only changed 
hands twice since. Although the bike isn’t entirely original, it’s not heavily (or distastefully)  
modified either, coming equipped with aftermarket air filters, custom exhaust and dirtbike-style 
handlebars. The current owner rebuilt the carburetors, replaced the spark plugs, and adjusted 
the valves, cam chain and ignition timing to get it running smoothly. The Nippondenso gauge 
cluster is also in immaculate condition and free of any cracking—which, for a 43-year-old mo-
torcycle, is like finding your grandfather’s wrist watch still ticking after years at the bottom of a 
sock drawer. 
 

If you like the idea of owning a vintage motorcycle but are wary of the price, the cost of owner-
ship, or the reliability headaches associated with old motorcycles in general, this Honda CB750 
is worth a look. (Not to mention this motorcycle is drop-dead gorgeous.) And as of this writing, 
the current bid is only $2,500. 
https://gearpatrol.com/2019/04/26/honda-first-vintage-motorcycle/  
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SUPPORT MEMBERS’ BUSINESSES  

Business Cards and 
Classifieds FREE to 
members.  Send in 
what you have for 
sale or looking for 

CLASSIFIEDS  
Dan Slo Mo may finally have 
found a home for the shutters 
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DELEGATE  REPORT  STATE  
MEETINGS  
Host Chapter Host Chapter Host Chapter Host Chapter     
& Location& Location& Location& Location 

 

June  8 Vintage chapter 

 St. Augustine 

July Leadership seminars  

            Ocala 

Aug 10 Southeast 

Oct,  12 Gulf Coast 

Dec. 14 State Ocala 

Kenny and I drove up to Tallahassee on Saturday. It took 6 hrs, 
nice drive. As of February,:- we have 5,502 members. Most new 
members :- January-Lake County. February-Southeast. 
Highest % of growth :- January-Lake County. February-Forest. 
NCOM at Orlando:- Abate will hold Safety Seminar. State still 
looking for Volunteers for the Venue. State was talking about a 
3-5 day Cruise. Cruise to Cuba, Nassua, Mexico. $300-$500 per 
person. Leaving from Tampa/Cape Canaveral. F.Y.I.....The mo-
tion to hold all State Meetings in Ocala, was voted down. That's 
all from me. Kenny has the rest. Respect to all on the road.  
 Bill “Hamish.” Black 

 

 .I went to Tallahassee last month as the chapter alternate since 
Dan couldn’t get off work.. It was a long 
ride up but worth it. 
   Doc told us a bill was put in again 
for safety money. This time it has a good 
chance of passing as put in to the budget. 
I will be up to the governor once again to 
sign it off 
 Also we are still trying to get     
driver's ed back in our schools. What is 
different about this year's bill is that the 
cost would be passed on to the lawbreak-
ers through tickets, DUI, and other traffic 
offenses. I think it's a great idea. Hope it 
passes 

 Now the news ABATE of Florida 
will be hosting another five star event 
June 1st at 19990 Corkscrew Road, Es-
tero Florida. -five chapters will be putting 
this on; West Coast, Peace River, South-
west, Estero, and Gator Alley chapters. 
There will be food, drink, vendors, Etc. 
For more info contact Wayne Sierra 239 - 
989 - 2349. Next state meeting June 8th 
in St  Augustine 

 “Snooze” Ken Gerecke 
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Triumph reportedly bringing back Trident, is this Triumph’s first electric motorcycle? 

Micah Toll - Mar. 26th 2019 

 Triumph’s original Trident was the company’s first superbike. 
They nearly beat Honda to the first ever production superbike, but design delays repeatedly 
pushed the final release date back. 
 The Trident ultimately disappeared to history, but perhaps not forever. At least not for 
the name. 
 Triumph has apparently filed European trademark documents for the Trident name in a 
wide range of product classes, including for electric two-wheelers. 
The original Trident was similarly trademarked in classes as broad as “land vehicles; sports 
utility vehicles; side by side vehicles; motorcycles; mopeds; scooters; tricycles; bicycles; pow-
ered 2-wheeled vehicles; and structural parts for land vehicles”, according to MoreBikes. 
But the outlet is reporting that Triumph has added “electric motorcycles” to the list this time, 
indicating that the brand is at least considering the possibility of an electric two-wheeler. 

That would make sense based on the electric motorcycle feelers that Triumph has 
been establishing. A couple of months ago the company sent out an email survey to Triumph 
customers to gauge their interest in an electric motorcycle. 
The questionnaire included questions such as “have you ever ridden an electric motorcycle?”, 
“how did you like it?”, and “Would you be interested in an electric motorcycle from Triumph?” 
While none of these signs indicate a firm commitment from Triumph, they don’t show a com-
pany that is entirely disinterested in electric motorcycles either. 
If Triumph were to begin developing an electric motorcycle now, they’d already be coming late 
to the party. 

Harley-Davidson has been working on its own LiveWire electric motorcycle for years. 
H-D’s flagship electric motorcycle went on sale earlier this year and will be delivered to cus-
tomers this summer. 
The bar-and-shield motorcycle manufacturer has already rolled out two more electric bike 
concepts including a light electric dirt bike and an electric scooter. 

Plus they’ve got one more lighter electric motorcycle and an electric bicycle on the 
way. 
 And if that wasn’t enough to demonstrate Harley-Davidson’s commitment to electric 
bikes, they’ve gone and bought a children’s electric bicycle company as well. 
But it isn’t just traditional motorcycle manufacturers that are building electric motorcycles. 
California-based Zero Motorcycles has been building electric motorcycles for over a decade. 
The company recently debuted its newest and fastest electric motorcycle, the Zero SR/F. 

And fellow Californian company Lightning Motorcycle is launching its own new electric 
sport bike this week. The Lightning Strike is highly anticipated based on its purported $12,998 
starting price and combination of 150 mph (241 km/h) top speed and 150 mile (241 km) 
range. 
 With a number of other smaller brands also in the mix, the field is crowding ahead of a 
potential entry by Triumph. If the company is planning its own electric motorcycle, will there be 
any room left when it arrives? 

https://electrek.co/2019/03/26/triumph-reportedly-bringing-back-trident-is-this-triumphs-first-
electric-motorcycle/  
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Precinct Finder (https://www.pbcelections.org/PrecinctFinder.aspx) Palm 
Beach Elections Site  - put in your address and get ALL your Election  
Information and look under My Districts for your representatives.  
In these sidebars Underlined District # , names link in the online version. 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
DAN “SLOW-MOTION” HENDERSON 

FEDERAL 

 U.S. Senators 
 Marco Rubio 

Rick Scott 
 

U.S. HOUSE 
 

District 18 

      Brian Mast (R) 
 

District 20 

     Alcee Hastings 
  

District 21 

     Lois Frankel 
  

District 22 

     Ted Deutch 

  

PALM  BEACH Co. 
FL House of 
Representatives 
 
D81  Tina Scott Polsky (D) 
850-717-5081 Tallahassee 
561-470-2086 Boca/Belle Glade 
  

D82  Mary Lynn Magar (R) 
850-717-5082 Tallahassee 
772-545-3481 Hove Sound 

  

D85  Rich Roth (R) 
850-717-5085 Tallahassee 
561-625-5176 Palm Bch Garden 

  

D86  Matt Willhite (D) 
850-717-5086 Tallahassee 
561-791-4071(2) WPB 

  

D87  David Silvers (D) 
850-717-5085 Tallahassee 
561-352-4824 West Palm Beach 

  

D88  Al Jacquet (D) 
850-717-5088 Tallahassee 
561-650-6846 West Palm Bch 

  

D89   Mike Caruso  (R) 
850-717-5089Tallahassee 
561-750-2396 Boca Raton 

  

D90   Joseph A. Casello (D) 
850-717-5090 Tallahassee 
561-374-7850 Boynton Bch 

  

D91   Emily Slosberg (D) 
850-717-5087 Tallahassee 
561-496-5940 Delray Beach 

 

Palm Beach County 

FL Senators  
 

D25   Gayle Harrell (R) 
850-487-5025 Tallahassee 
772-221-4019  Stuart 
 

D29 Kevin Rader (D) 
850-487-5029 Tallahassee 
561-443-8170 Boca Raton 

  

D30   Bobby Powell (D) 
850-487-500 Tallahassee 
561-650-6880 WP Bch 

  

D31  Lori Berman (D) 
850-487-5031 Tallahassee 
561-292-6014 Boynton 

Heard at State meeting that our traffic 
bill—stiffer penalty died 

WEEKLY ROUNDUP: DOWN TO 
THE WIRE April 26, 2019 Ana Ceballos 
      TALLAHASSEE --- The biggest story 
this week has yet to unfold: a state budget 
deal. 
State lawmakers have been hashing out 
details on specific budget policy areas 
throughout the week, but many elements 
in next year’s roughly $90 billion budget 
have yet to be resolved. 
With one week remaining in the 2019 leg-
islative session, the chambers’ budget 
chiefs are expected to spend at least part of 
their weekend at the state Capitol ironing 
out disparities in their budgets. 
Some pending issues include money dis-
putes over hospital reimbursements, Gov. 
Ron DeSantis’ water quality programs and 
funding for the state’s tourism-marketing 
agency Visit Florida, which House Speak-
er Oliva would like to phase out. 
State lawmakers have made a lot of pro-
gress and settled a number of high-profile 
policy areas in a one-week span. 
A plane for the governor? There’s $3.8 
million to either buy or lease one. Com-
plying with a court order to treat inmates 
with Hepatitis C? Lawmakers have agreed 
to $34 million for that. Extra money for 
school districts hit by Hurricane Michael? 
Budget writers are steering about $14.2 
million to the cause. 
Even without a budget deal, there’s been a 
flurry of activity in the state Capitol head-
ing into the final week of the session. 
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NO SANCTUARY FOR SANCTUARY CITIES 

In a nod to DeSantis, who has repeatedly vowed to outlaw so-called sanctuary cities, both the House and 
Senate backed proposals this week that would force local law enforcement agencies to fully comply with 
federal immigration authorities. 
A sharply divided Senate on Friday passed legislation that would give the governor authority to repri-
mand any state or local official who impedes cooperation with a federal immigration agency. Officials 
that try to block a local government from participating in a federal program that deputizes local law en-
forcement officers to act as federal immigration agents would be in violation of the proposed statute. 
The Senate voted 22-18 in favor of the plan Friday, a day after the House passed its version of the bill, 
which includes tougher sanctions. 
DNT TXTNDRV 

One thing the House and Senate did agree on this week is that police should have the authority to pull 
over drivers who are texting while driving. 
Currently, police can only cite motorists for texting while they’re behind the wheel if drivers are pulled 
over for another reason. But proposals that bounced between both chambers this week would make tex-
ting while driving a “primary” traffic violation. 
The two chambers differ, however, on whether motorists should required to use hands-free wireless de-
vices in school zones and work zones, something the Senate is backing. 
Making texting and driving a primary offense raised a red flag for numerous black and Hispanic law-
makers, who are concerned about police racially profiling minorities on the road. Similar concerns 
helped derail proposals to make texting while driving a primary offense in past sessions. 
To address the racial profiling issue, the bill would require arresting officers to record the race and eth-
nicity of violators. 
SCHOOL CHOICE EXPANSION FORGING AHEAD 

The Florida House is poised to consider a Senate proposal next week that would allow more students to 
use taxpayer-funded scholarships to pay for private-school tuition, a major step toward expanding 
school choice in the state. 
A day after the Senate signed off on a wide-ranging education proposal that would create a new voucher
-type program, dubbed the “Family Empowerment Scholarship” program, House Speaker Jose Oliva 
said he liked the bill’s “position.” 
The new scholarship program would provide vouchers to pay for up to 18,000 students to attend private 
schools. In addition to the new program, the bill would also restructure a controversial teacher-bonus 
program, tweak other voucher-type scholarship programs and make it cheaper for teachers to get certi-
fied by the state. 
When debating the bill, Democrats vigorously opposed the new scholarship program, branding it a 
“continual nail in the coffin of our public education system,” while Republicans praised the proposal as 
a “bold” push to help the individual needs of students. 
STORY OF THE WEEK: House and Senate budget writers began to hash out differences on a roughly 
$90 billion state budget for the upcoming fiscal year. 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “The governor’s office has expressed a desire to have it continued, to go 
forward, so that he would have the opportunity to make an assessment of his own of how unnecessary it 
is.” --- House Speaker Jose Oliva, R-Miami Lakes, speaking about funding for Visit Florida. 
 

CANADIAN DRUG IMPORTS COULD GET GO-AHEAD April 26, 2019 Christine Sexton 

TALLAHASSEE --- Gov. Ron DeSantis’ push to allow the state to import prescription drugs from   
Canada inched closer to passage Friday in the Senate. 
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The Senate positioned a bill (HB 19) for a vote after adding amendments by Sen. Aaron Bean, a Fernan-
dina Beach Republican who told senators they have two choices: “We can do nothing and next year we 
will continue to pay the highest prices for drugs on the planet, or we can do something.” 
The bill would authorize three programs --- the Canadian Prescription Drug Importation Program in the 
state Agency for Health Care Administration; the International Prescription Drug Importation Program 
in the Department of Business and Professional Regulation; and a pilot program run by the Florida De-
partment of Health and the Department of Business and Professional Regulation. 
DeSantis, with the backing of House Speaker Jose Oliva, has made a priority of importing drugs from 
Canada, arguing it could help reduce costs for Floridians. The Senate, however, has been more cautious 
about the issue during this year’s legislative session. 
The House overwhelmingly passed the bill April 11, and the Senate could vote as soon as Monday. The 
amendment added Friday means the bill would have to go back to the House for a final vote. 
While the Canadian and International drug importation programs would require federal approval, the 
pilot program would not, according to the bill. 
Both programs would be prohibited from including importation of controlled substances; biological 
products; intravenously injected drugs; or drugs that are inhaled during surgery. 
The Canadian Prescription Drug Importation Program would be geared toward drugs in government-
related programs. 
It would be open to pharmacists and wholesalers who work for the state Department of Health, the De-
partment of Corrections or Medicaid. It also would be available to pharmacists and wholesalers who are 
employed by or under contract with developmental-disabilities centers and treatment facilities. 
Some senators, though, were concerned that the imported drugs in the program would be limited to the 
certain groups, including frail residents. 
“We are testing these medications from Canada, saying that we are going to reduce the price of drugs, by 
putting these people, I believe, at risk,” said Sen. Bobby Powell, D-West Palm Beach. “I don’t think 
people should be test products.” 
The bill would require the Agency for Health Care Administration to submit an annual report to the gov-
ernor, the Senate president and the House speaker about the operation of the program. The report would 
address issues such as a list of drugs that were imported; the number of prescriptions dispensed; and cost 
savings. 
The International Prescription Drug Importation Program would be available to Florida residents. The 
program would allow drugs to be imported from manufacturers that are licensed in countries that have 
agreements with the United States for recognizing the countries’ adherence to good manufacturing prac-
tices for pharmaceutical products. 
The bill also would direct the Department of Business and Professional Regulation and the Department 
of Health to “negotiate a federal arrangement to operate a pilot program for importing prescription drugs 
into this state. “ 
The bill doesn’t say who would be eligible for the pilot program or where it would be located. 
LAWMAKERS MOVE CLOSER ON TEXTING, DRIVING MEASURE April 25,  Jim Turner 
TALLAHASSEE --- The Florida Senate on Thursday accepted most of the House version of a bill that 
would allow law-enforcement officers to pull over motorists for texting while driving. 
However, under a Senate change, motorists would only be able to use hands-free wireless devices in 
school zones and work zones --- something that was not approved by the House. The bill now will have 
to return to the House for further consideration. 
Senate sponsor Wilton Simpson, R-Trilby, had initially sought to impose a requirement of hands-free 
devices whenever motorists travel on the state’s roads. 
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“Hands free is where we should be,” he said. “Many, many lives will be saved by the texting and driv-
ing bill. Many more lives would be saved by the complete hands-free bill.” 
After making the change about hands-free devices in school and work zones, the Senate voted 35-5 to 
approve the bill (HB 107). Voting against the measure were Sen. Rob Bradley, R-Fleming Island; Sen. 
Jeff Brandes, R-St. Petersburg; Senate Minority Leader Audrey Gibson, D-Jacksonville; Sen. Joe 
Gruters, R-Sarasota; and Sen. Bobby Powell, D-West Palm Beach. 
The core of the bill, approved by both the House and Senate, would make texting while driving a 
“primary” traffic offense. 
Currently, police can only cite motorists for texting behind the wheel if they are pulled over for other 
reasons. By making it a primary offense, police could pull over motorists for texting while driving. 
The House voted 104-9 on Tuesday to approve the bill. 
Making texting while driving a primary offense has raised concerns among numerous black and Hispan-
ic lawmakers, who are concerned it would lead to increased racial profiling of minority motorists. Simi-
lar concerns helped derail proposals to make texting while driving a primary offense in past sessions. 
To address concerns about racial profiling, the bill would require arresting officers to record the race 
and ethnicity of violators, with annual reports of statewide arrests submitted starting Feb. 1, 2020. 
Under Simpson’s proposal, the changes would be phased in, with ticketing beginning Jan. 1. 
From Oct. 1 through the end of the year, only verbal and written warnings would be issued to people 
stopped for texting while driving. 
As part of Simpson’s proposal, county clerks of court would be able to dismiss cases of first-time of-
fenders when violators buy wireless communications devices that can be used hands-free. 
 

‘SANCTUARY CITIES’ BILL CLEARS HOUSE April 24, 2019 Ana Ceballos 
TALLAHASSEE --- After a long and fiery debate about how the state should deal with illegal 

immigration, the Florida House on Wednesday passed legislation that seeks to crack down on local gov-
ernments that do not fully cooperate with federal immigration authorities. 

The measure, if passed by the Senate and signed into law by Gov. Ron DeSantis, would ban so-

called sanctuary city policies in the state and punish any local officials who limit cooperation with fed-
eral immigration authorities. That would include local governments that restrict law-enforcement agen-
cies from participating in a federal program that deputizes local officers to perform the duties of federal 
immigration agents. 

If they are found to be in violation of the bill, local officials could be removed from office, and 
local governments could be fined up to $5,000 for each day they have sanctuary-city policies. 

House sponsor Cord Byrd, R-Neptune Beach, argued that the bill (HB 527) is meant to require 
local government to follow federal immigration laws and ensure    Florida residents are safe. His Repub-
licans colleagues echoed that sentiment. 

“The state should welcome immigrants, but it should be legal immigrants,” said Rep. Mike Bel-
tran, R-Lithia. “We are not saying that illegal immigrants are bad people … but they need to follow the 
law.” 

But Democrats criticized the bill in often-emotional testimony that sometimes included ac-
counts about how their families immigrated to the United States. 

“This bill is not who we are as Floridians,” Rep. Carlos Guillermo Smith, D-Orlando, said. 
In part, Democrats said the bill would not just target undocumented immigrants who commit 

violent crimes but also minor crimes, like driving without a license. 
Rep. Dotie Joseph, D-North Miami, said the bill would hurt the trust between law enforcement 

and immigrant communities, which she said would "make all of Florida's families unsafe." 
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Rep. John Cortes, a Kissimmee Democrat who worked as a corrections officer, said he supports 
locking up immigrants who commit crimes but that non-criminals also likely would be targeted. He 
added that there would be a cost to taxpayers for holding immigrants on federal immigration detainers. 

Despite the pushback, the bill passed the House in a 69-47 vote along almost-straight party 
lines. Republicans Vance Aloupis of Miami and Rene Plasencia of       Orlando joined Democrats in 
voting against the bill. 

The House has passed similar bills the past three years, but the Senate has not gone along. A 
Senate version (SB 168), however, is scheduled to be heard Thursday on the Senate floor. 

Sen. Joe Gruters, who also serves as chairman of the Republican Party of   Florida, has made 
the issue his top priority in the Senate. 

If a sanctuary-cities bill ultimately passes, the Republican-dominated Legislature would hand 
DeSantis a major win during his first year in office. 

During his campaign last year, DeSantis vowed to sign legislation cracking down on sanctuary 
cities. His tough stance on illegal immigration mirrored the          arguments embraced by President 
Donald Trump, who endorsed DeSantis for  governor. 
 

SENATE SIGNS OFF ON PLAN FOR TOLL ROADS April 24, 2019 NSF Staff 
 In a top priority of President Bill Galvano, the Florida Senate on Wednesday  approved a bill 
that would help set the stage for three major toll-road projects.        Senators voted 39-1 to support the 
proposal (SB 7068), which would establish task forces to study the economic and environmental im-
pacts of extending the Suncoast Parkway from the Tampa Bay area north to the Georgia border, extend-
ing the Florida Turnpike west to hook up with the Suncoast Parkway and building a new transportation 
corridor, including a toll road, from Polk County to Collier County. The proposal, which must still get 
through the House, calls for spending $45 million next fiscal year, with the amount growing to $90 mil-
lion in the 2020-2021 fiscal year, about $135 million the next year and a recurring amount of $140 mil-
lion starting in the 2022-2023 fiscal year. Sen. Tom Lee, a Thonotosassa Republican who is carrying the 
bill for Galvano, called the proposal “a bold endeavor” intended to address traffic concerns for the next 
half century. “This has been an interesting experience, and it may not be over,” Lee said. “We’re going 
to send it down to the House and see.” Sen. Jose Javier Rodriguez, a Miami Democrat who was the lone 
vote against the measure, pointed to the costs. “It’s a huge amount of money to redirect, and that’s all 
we’re really doing is redirecting it,” Rodriguez said. The task forces would have to complete their work 
by Oct. 1, 2020. The proposal calls for construction to begin by the end of 2022 and the roads to open to 
traffic before Dec. 31, 2030. Galvano has said the roads would help rural communities, address the 
state’s continued rapid growth, provide new hurricane-evacuation options, expand bicycle and pedestri-
an trails and lay the groundwork for new water and sewer lines and broadband. On Monday, the Sierra 
Club and 1000 Friends of Florida led a news conference announcing plans to fight the projects, which 
they say would lead to sprawl, harmful wildlife impacts and water pollution. 
 

HOUSE BACKS TOUGHER TEXTING, DRIVING BAN April 23, 2019 Jim Turner 
TALLAHASSEE --- Law-enforcement officers could pull over motorists they see texting and driving, 
under a measure approved Tuesday by the House despite concerns the change could increase racial pro-
filing. 

However, the Senate is set to vote Wednesday on a different proposal that would only allow 
motorists to use hands-free wireless devices when they are traveling on Florida roads, a restriction that 
House leaders haven’t supported. 

The House voted 104-9 on the proposal (HB 107) by Rep. Jackie Toledo, R-Tampa, and Rep. 
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Emily Slosberg, D-Boca Raton, that would shift texting while driving from a “secondary” offense to a 
“primary” offense. 

Currently, police can only cite motorists for texting behind the wheel if they are pulled over for 
other reasons. By making it a primary offense, police could pull over motorists for texting while driving. 

The House approved a similar measure last year, but the proposal failed to advance in the Sen-
ate. 

“This bill is about one thing, saving lives,” said Slosberg, who has followed her father, former 
Rep. Irv Slosberg, in pushing for traffic-safety changes in the Legislature. 

Emily Slosberg’s twin sister, Dori, was killed in 1996 when a speeding car in which they were 
passengers struck a median and crashed into an oncoming car. 

As part of the House bill, law-enforcement officers would have to record the race and ethnicity 
of people who receive citations for texting while driving, which could allow tracking if certain motorists 
are being targeted. 

Numerous black and Hispanic lawmakers raised concerns that making texting while driving a 
primary offense would lead to increased racial profiling of minority motorists. 

Rep. Patricia Williams, D-Lauderdale Lakes, said she voted for the bill to save lives but wasn’t 
happy about how the measure could impact the “children that I serve.” 

Williams said her son, who is a law enforcement officer, told her “you know you’re going to 
have problems with those officers not wearing the uniform for the right reasons.” 

Rep. Dotie Joseph, D-North Miami, also raised concerns about law-enforcement officers target-
ing people of color like herself. 

“These are issues that we cannot just brush under the rug,” Joseph said. “These are issues that in 
the current climate of our national discourse, people are afraid to get into these debates. People are 
afraid to get into these conversations because they make us uncomfortable.” 

Rep. Al Jacquet, a Lantana Democrat who opposed the bill, warned of the potential repercus-
sions of the measure. 

“We’re going to look, and I want you to remember these words, we’re going to look back and 
we’re going to say, ‘Boy, were we wrong,’ ” Jacquet said. “While we had the right idea, the right mind-
set, the way we laid it out created a whole new problem.” 

Meanwhile, without questions or comments, the Senate on Tuesday set up for a final vote its 
hands-free wireless proposal (SB 76). 

The bill, sponsored by Sen. Wilton Simpson, a Trilby Republican next in line to become Senate 
president, is supported by traffic-safety advocates who want motorists to put down cell phones and other 
devices. 

Both proposals would toughen the state’s longstanding ban on texting while driving, with the 
Senate measure also making it a primary offense. 

Efforts in prior sessions in the Senate to toughen the law to a primary offense have failed, at 
least in part, because of concerns about racial profiling. 

As part of Simpson’s proposal, county clerks of court would be able to dismiss cases of first-
time offenders when violators buy wireless communications devices that can be used hands-free. 
 

SANCTUARY CITIES’ BAN MOVES CLOSER TO PASSING  April 16, 2019  Ana Ceballos 
TALLAHASSEE --- As the debate over so-called sanctuary cities is back in the national spotlight, two 
Republican-led proposals that would bar such policies in Florida are close to being ready for final con-
sideration. 
The House Judiciary Committee on Tuesday approved the House version of the bill, which would carry 
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fines and penalties for local governments that do not fully cooperate with federal immigration authori-
ties. 
“It is important to not put the citizens of our state at a disadvantage to criminal aliens,” said Rep. Cord 
Byrd, a Neptune Beach Republican sponsoring the bill (HB 527). 
Byrd’s bill is now ready for consideration on the House floor, where it is likely to pass, just like similar 
proposals have in recent years. House Speaker Jose Oliva, R-Miami Lakes, believes “local law enforce-
ment should cooperate with federal immigration authorities,” his office said Tuesday. 
Under the House proposal, local government employees or elected officials who allow or vote for sanc-
tuary-city policies or against the repeal of the policies may be suspended or removed from office. The 
proposal would also allow the state to fine local governments up to $5,000 for each day that a sanctuary-

city policy is in place. 
The Senate proposal (SB 168), which will go before the Rules Committee on Wednesday, is a more wa-
tered-down version than what is proposed in the House. Sen. Joe Gruters, a Sarasota Republican who 
doubles as the Republican Party of Florida chairman, has made the issue a top priority this year, giving 
momentum to a proposal that has died in the Senate in the past. 
To make it more appealing in the Senate, Gruters agreed to strip penalties from the proposal early in the 
legislative session. As the bill moved forward in the process, Gruters added a provision that gave the 
attorney general authority to bring civil actions against local governments that do not cooperate with 
federal immigration authorities. 
In the Senate, one Republican has come out against the bill, a departure from the House, which has 
passed its proposal along party lines. 
Sen. Anitere Flores, R-Miami, told The News Service of Florida that she will vote against the measure. 
Also, Sen. Manny Diaz Jr., a Hialeah Republican who has been targeted in Spanish-language ads by 
activists opposing the bill, said that while he supports the bill as currently written, he may be on the 
fence if it alters the roles of local law enforcement too much. 
“My concern would be if it goes above and beyond and turns local law enforcement into ICE agents,” 
Diaz told the News Service. “Right now, if it doesn’t cross those lines, I’d be in support of it.” 
The issue of sanctuary cities has drawn heavy national attention during the past week amid reports that 
President Donald Trump has considered sending undocumented immigrants to sanctuary cities. Trump 
has taken a hard line on immigration issues, including in his opposition to sanctuary cities. 
Florida Republican lawmakers seeking to prevent sanctuary cities also have the backing of Gov. Ron 
DeSantis, who has supported the idea. 
The bills before the Legislature this year would require local law enforcement to honor federal immigra-
tion detainers. That would involve local officials holding undocumented immigrants in custody based 
solely on the requests from federal immigration authorities, which are administrative requests. 
On Tuesday, Democrats on the House panel raised concerns that passage of the proposal would lead to 
more deportations as a result of minor crimes, like driving without a license or marijuana possession. 
They also worried that Venezuelans, who come to Florida in search of asylum, may be targeted. 
Byrd brushed off those arguments, saying it would be up to federal immigration authorities to determine 
who gets deported, not local governments. He argued his bill was only forcing local officials to comply 
with federal immigration law and target those who are detained for breaking state law. 
“They would only be in detention if they committed a crime under state law no matter how minor or 
how serious,” Byrd said. 
The hearing on the House bill drew heated debate from dozens of citizens and advocacy groups for and 
against banning sanctuary cities. 
David Caulkett, a member of the group Floridians for Immigration Enforcement, who had sway over the 
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drafting of the Senate bill, was among those who came out in support of the measure. 
When the News Service of Florida asked Caulkett last month about his role in the Senate bill’s drafting, 
he declined to comment. Instead, he stressed that his organization is in favor of “defeating immigration 
anarchy” and supports legal immigration “at a limit.” 
Before Gruters’ bill is up for consideration Wednesday, family members of U.S. citizens who have been 
killed by undocumented immigrants are scheduled to hold a “Victims of Illegal Immigration Day” at the 
Florida Capitol. Caulkett’s group is among the groups sponsoring the event at the Capitol. 
If Gruters’ bill passes in the committee, it will be ready to go to the full Senate. 
 

Florida ABATE State VP Here is an interesting bill that is addressing an issue I was unaware of... 
"scooter sharing" April 10, 2019   NSF Staff 
SCOOTER REGULATION DEBATE HEADED TO HOUSE FLOOR 

With the industry described by one lobbyist as being in its “infancy,” the full House could take up con-
troversial bill that would limit the ability of cities and counties to regulate scooter sharing services. The 
House State Affairs Committee on Wednesday approved a bill (HB 453), sponsored by Rep. Jackie To-
ledo, R-Tampa, that would set up a statewide regulatory framework for the industry, which involves rid-
ers using apps to hop on motorized scooters that can be left in various places. Toledo said the bill, in 
part, would require cities and counties to treat scooter riders like bicyclists. She said the bill would help 
prevent cities and counties from using regulations to pick “winners and losers” in the industry. But crit-
ics such as Jeff Branch, a lobbyist for the Florida League of Cities, said local governments should be 
able to determine how to regulate the services. “They (requirements) have to be crafted locally, local 
decisions,” Branch said. The bill has been approved by three committee, readying it to go to the full 
House. A Senate version (SB 542), sponsored by Sen. Jeff Brandes, R-St. Petersburg, has cleared two 
committees and is awaiting a hearing in the Appropriations Committee. 
 

BALLOT MEASURES WOULD REVAMP PRIMARIES April 8, 2019       NSF Staff 
A political committee has started moving forward with a petition drive aimed at overhauling Florida’s 
primary-election system. The committee All Voters Vote, Inc. paid $125,000 in March to BH-AP Peti-
tioning Partners LLC for petition work aimed at getting two proposed constitutional amendments on the 
November 2020 ballot, according to a new finance report posted on the state Division of Elections web-
site. The proposed amendments --- one for U.S. Senate and U.S. House races and the other for state rac-
es --- would allow all registered voters to cast ballots in primaries, regardless of political affiliation. The 
two candidates getting the most votes in each primary would advance to the general election. The ef-
fort’s backers include prominent South Florida health-care executive Mike Fernandez, who said in a 
news release last month that he has “watched with frustration how Florida politicians live in fear of be-
ing ‘primaried.’ They know what is right but can’t do what is right because of fear of retribution.” To 
get the measures on the ballot, the committee would need to submit 766,200 valid petition signatures for 
each proposal. 
 

TOUGHER TEXTING WHILE DRIVING BAN ADVANCES April 4, 2019  NSF Staff 
A proposal that would make it easier for police to cite motorists they see texting while driving is ready 
to be heard by the full House. The State Affairs Committee on Thursday unanimously backed a measure 
(HB 107) that would shift texting while driving from a “secondary” offense to a “primary” offense. Cur-
rently, police can only cite motorists for texting behind the wheel if they are pulled over for other rea-
sons. By making it a primary offense, police could pull over motorists for texting while driving. Last 
year, the House approved a similar proposal, which did not advance in the Senate amid concerns about 
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issues such as racial profiling. The House proposal this year would require law-enforcement officers to 
record the race and ethnicity of people who receive citations for texting while driving, a requirement that 
is not in the Senate version (SB 76). The Senate bill has cleared three committees and is next slated to go 
to the Rules Committee. The Senate proposal would lead to a public-awareness campaign, with warn-
ings being handed out to violators from Oct. 1 through the end of the year, at which time citations would 
start to be issued. The ban on texting and driving as a secondary offense was approved in 2013 but has 
faced criticism from traffic-safety advocates who say it should be a primary offense. 
 

NO-FAULT REPEAL CONSIDERED: The Senate Banking and Insurance Committee will consider a 
proposal (SB 1052), filed by Sen. Tom Lee, R-Thonotosassa, that would repeal the state’s no-fault auto 
insurance system. The system requires motorists to have personal-injury protection, or PIP, coverage. 
The bill would require motorists to have bodily injury coverage. 
 

 

Custom Motorcycle Builders Deus Ex Machina's Next Film 
MAR 21, 2019 at 15:34 BY: KATE MURPHY, Daily News Writer 
 Its a buddy road-trip film with motorcycles and surf boards; it's hard to go too wrong.A 
bit difficult to pin down: this is the way you might describe Deus Ex Machina. The self-
described Emporium of Postmodern Activities, it is at once a custom motorcycle build shop, a 
surf shop, and a cafe. Their art and clothing is so popular it’s been picked up by that mall 
standard, Urban Outfitters. 
 Their shop seems like it might be Hipster Mecca. They have surely hit on something, 
too, because they’re apparently doing really well selling $50 t-shirts, $100 hoodies, and $120 
bluejeans! They sell some riding apparel, too, that is right in their retro-fashion alley and      
similarly pricey. And lately, they’ve taken to filmmaking. 
 The Deus Ex Machina team took some time off from bike building, board building and 
manning their flagship store/cafe in Los Angeles to make a movie. It is exactly as you’d expect, 
if the trailer is representative of the feature: it’s a buddy film with surfboards, a panel van and 
several HondaXR400 motorcycles fitted with side-mount surfboard racks. 
 To their credit, the photography is pretty stunning, the video quality is beautiful and they 
look like they’re having a really fantastic time. They travel to Baja California to ride motorcycles 
in the dunes, surf the shore and generally have a good time. They’re no slouches, either: they 
show off a ton of skill on camera both on two wheels and in the water. 
 The road-trip film is called “Death Rides a Horse.” There are three teaser/trailers for it 
on the Deus Ex Machina page where it says “Feature Film Coming Soon.” I’m betting even 
with a chase truck it will be an authentic representation and pure road trip–that thing was built 
in 1963. The film’s description is “Beers. Breakdowns. Waves. Repeat. In the summer of 2018 
five friends, four custom motorbikes with surf racks and a 63 Chevy Panel Wagon made the 
trip to do both.” Maybe Charley and Ewan will have a little competition! 

Source: YouTube, Deus Ex Machina 

https://www.rideapart.com/articles/314722/custom-motorcycle-deus-ex-film/  
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ABATE Palm Beach Chapter Meeting Minutes April 21 

Meeting Called to Order at 11:35 A.M. 14 Members Present 2 Guests Present 

Meeting started with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence. 

President: Absent excused 

Vice President: Lead the meeting with moment of prayer by guest by reverend 
Kevin. 

Secretary: Asked if anyone has any additions, corrections or objections to last 
month’s meeting minutes as publishes in chapter newsletter.  There were none. 

Treasurer:  Stable 

Membership:  1 New member Bruce Able, Suzanne Seguin joined at meeting 

Sergeant At Arms: Absent 

Safety: Slo-Mo was unable to set up Thursday Harley bike night 

Delegate Report: by Ken “Snooze” Gerecke. June meeting in St. Augustine 

Legislative: Snooze report that the Stiffer Penalty Bill died.  

Public Relations:   no report 

Products: Working on idea for ladies tank tops. 

Newsletter:  Reminder to members for free business cards and classifieds for item 
to sell or looking for 

Old Business: We still trying to plan our June party. There may be a date change. 

New Business: Round 2 of officer elections were today. Suzanne Sequin for 
Treasurer and Rob for Safety.  Still need confirmation for two seats. 

Good of the Order  Hamish won 50/50 and donated back to chapter. Reminder 
that we have gun raffle tickets for sale. 

: 
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A.D.D. INSURANCE POLICY UPDATE  
We all realize the $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment insurance policy if one of the best benefits of  
being an ABATE member. That is one reason to keep your membership up to date. You MUST name someone to 
get the money in case of death to prevent taxes and being in probate court. So when you receive the yellow card 
mailed from our state office, you can complete it and mail to insurance company. Most likely an agent will contact 
you even if you said not to. If they do be, SURE to get their name and number upfront. They do NOT need to visit 
you even to deliver the certificate. If they insist or get push, contact ABATE of FL. main office and report it but 
you MUST have the agents' name and number for action to be taken. Otherwise you may just return the completed 
yellow card to ABATE to have on file. Then be sure your survivors know to contact ABATE for the benefits.  
 STATE OFFICE: ABATE OF Florida, Inc. PO Box 2520, Deland, FL 32721-2520  

 Phone: (386) 943-9610 Fax: same  Email: flabate@bellsouth.net  

WHY JOIN ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.? 

ABATE is a non-profit  Motorcycle Rights Organization whose cause is to EDUCATE the government, motorcy-
clists and the general public on freedom, rights, road safety, and awareness of motorcycles on the road.  
REQUIREMENTS—must be at least 18 years of age. In does not matter what you or even if you ride. You can 
be an independent or member of a club or association. All are welcome at meetings.   
JOIN FOR THE CAUSE. Everything is voluntary, we understand work and family comes first.  We hope you 
can help in any small way, vote and spread the word.  
BENEFITS Your money is used to provide a lobbyist to the state and federal government to watch for our rights 
and freedom. The State MasterLink newsletter every 2 months we bring back from State meeting or read it online. 
The chapter newsletter is available online at palmbeach.abateflorida.com so is in color, with active Internet links 
and zoomable. Members get free classified ads in our newsletters.  
INSURANCE As an active member you have a $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment policy from 
American Income Life. You will get a card  in the mail from state office to register your beneficiary for ADD 
insurance. Do NOT mail it, just be sure your family knows about the policy.  If you send it in and they try to meet 
to sell you more so only if you are interested in more insurance. If they bother you contact our State Office to 
have it stopped.  You can mail to the office as Registered letter to have it done when you family notifies.  Be sure 
to renew in time so are always covered!  It does not have to be a motorcycle accident. 
 MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE Palm Beach Chapter members can get an insurance discount with Leslie Kay 
Progressive insurance company. Contact them for a quote 1-866-367-1788  www.LeslieKays.com   The $3000 
accessory package is normal.  The State has arranged with Coastal Insurance Company to offer members up to 
10% discount and $3000 parts and accessories coverage.  They are at 190 Hwy A1A Suite, Satellite Beach FL .  
Agent Doug Guido’s phone is 888-596-2453. So these are two more options  to compare with your company 

PRIVACY Your email, address and phone are never given out to anyone except State/Chapter executive board.    
EMAILINGS you can be added to a mass mailing which you can op to be removed at end of email.  Usually only 
do twice a month to let you know our Newsletter is online and remind you of chapter meetings.  Local events are 
included and sometimes urgent matters may be included.  No one will see your email  PHONE TEXT  another 
way to communicate with members.  Your phone number may be added to our text alert system  To change or add 
the chapter email is palmbeach.abateflorida@gmail.com  Our website is palmbeach.abateflorida.com 

We have a Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

Mail: ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter,  P.O. Box 530944, Lake Park, FL 33403  
Another benefit of chapter  membership in ABATE of FL Palm Beach is having a free business card in newsletter 
and free newsletter classified for items to sell or acquire. Support your brothers and sisters when possible,  
Besides a $4.000 ADD insurance policy, discount Leslie Kay insurance, we are looking into other benefits for 
members. We are  always in need of more paid  advertisers so find any business to benefit from our low rates and 
support our newsletter and chapter.  
    BE SURE YOUR MEBERSHIP IS UP TO DATE TO HAVE COVERAGE 
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GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 

 

To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all  
motorcyclists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting VFW POST 4143 

3rd Sunday May 19, 2019 11:30 am 

Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue 

Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US1) turn south and is 1 block on east 

side. Bike Parking is on south side of building. 

Dog Travels the World by Motorcycle Fri Apr 26 2019  

Occurred on December 5, 2018 Joshua Tree National Park, California, USA Info from Licen-
sor: "Sox, AKA ‘The Bike Dog’ traveling the world by motorcycle. Months of training and years 
of refining his techniques have allowed him to travel almost 70,000 miles on a motorcycle. He 
is currently traveling from San Diego to New York City with his Dad, stopping at National Parks 
and National Forests all along the way. Sox is trying to inspire more amazing dogs to live life to 
the fullest and bring their humans along for the adventure." Photo captured from video at sites 

https://www.djournal.com/news/national/dog-travels-the-world-by-motorcycle/video_8f7d7531-

8f81-54a8-9fa6-9e2f89352b2a.html  
http://harrisondaily.com/dog-travels-the-world-by-motorcycle/video_201e529d-bbbe-5560-b819


