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https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

EDITORIAL 
GUIDELINES 

You are encouraged to  

submit letters about 

ABATE related to events, 

articles, photographs,  

commentaries, etc. Please 

do not submit slanderous 

nor accusing letters,  

profanity nor nudity.  

Abate of Florida, Inc., 

will not accept any  

advertising that  

discriminates against any 

type of motorcyclist 

President’s Message 
Curtis Alva  

 This is a great season to be a biker.  Daytona Bike Week just finished. 
Several ABATE members rode up and back together.  I had a nice ride 
up and lots of good times in Daytona.  Stopped on the ride up at the new 
Titusville Harley dealer for a poker chip and look around.  Its on US 1.  
The Daytona 200 was even more exciting than usual.  The pole sitter was 
16 years old, the youngest ever. They had a red flag with 4 laps to go, so 
the finish was a 40 bike, 4 lap, 180 mph sprint with the top five finishers 
all within a fraction of a second of each other.  Look on fans choice tv 
for a video of the whole race.    Test drove a Vanderhall 3 wheeler and 
checked out the Honda Super Cub, the most popular bike in the history 
of the world, 100 million sold.   
I got some shopping in, new suspension—installed for free as a bike 
week special—and a new stainless steel can for the exhaust.  Half way 
home is Space Coast Harley, which always has a good party on the last 
day of Bike Week.  Got the helmet pin-striped to match the bike for just 
$25, free drinks and a great band.   
April 14 is our next ABATE state meeting, in Tallahassee, and the next 
day is our ABATE Ride to the Capitol.  Show our Florida government 
your bike and your demand that our rights be respected.  Let them hear 
your pipes and your voice.  Some ABATE members from this area will 
be riding up to Tally together, and you are welcome to join us.   
April 21 is our next Chapter meeting and the first chance you have to 
nominate bikers to be next year’s board members and trustees.  Come to 
the April meeting and nominate someone who could make ABATE even 
better.    Nominations will continue at our May meeting and the election 
is at our June meeting.   
Ocala Bikefest is April 12-14 and Leesburg Bikefest is April 26-29.  It is 
the largest 3-day bike/music festival in the world.  The Lake County 
chapter of ABATE has a great campground and it is where you’ll find 
most of your brothers and sisters.  It has vendors, tiki bars, bands, and 
food.  We always have several riders going to Leesburg, so please join us 
on the back roads of central Florida.   
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UPCOMING Event Schedule 

Monday April  1 - Mob of Brothers Open House 

 

Wed April 3 - Bike Nights Island Jack’s, and Gin Mill Jensen Beach   
 

Thurs. April 4 - Abacoa Bike Night PB Harley 7-10, Black Piston’s Open House 

 

April  5 to 7—Bikes on the Beach Miami 
 

SATURDAY April 6  - Black Pistons MC celebrate Bone’s & Animal’s Birthdays 5pm to ? At NEW club-
house 5720 Greenwood Avenue West Palm Beach  
SATURDAY April 6  - Club Appreciation Party by Vintage Iron Club 6 to 9 pm The Snuggery 2576 PGA 
Blvd Palm Beach Gardens 

 

Tuesday April 9 - Lone Legion Open House 

 

Wednesday April 10 - Bike Night at Island Jack’s 

 

April 12 to14 Ocala Bikefest 
Sunday April 14th  - States MC Pompano Annual Noon to ? 761 SW 13th Ct. Pompano 

Sunday April 14 ABATE of FL Inc State Meeting Monticello 

Monday April 15 Freedom Rights Rally Ride to the Capital Tallahassee  
 

Wed. April 17 - Bike Night Island Jack’s, States MC Lake Worth Open House 3570 Boutwell Rd 

 

3rd Sunday April 21 — Palm Beach Chapter Meeting ABATE of FL. Inc.  11:30 am  V.F.W. 
Post 4143 located at 2404 Broadway, Riviera Beach 561-844-5718. From I 95 exit Blue Heron Blvd. go 
east to Broadway (Federal Hwy., US- 1) turn right, go south 1 block the V.F.W. is on the east side. Look 
for the flag. Breakfast will be served 9:00 AM 'til Noon 

 

Wednesday April 24 - Bike Night Island Jack’s,  
 

Thurs. April 27 - Turboz Custom Cycles Bike Night 7-10 PM Ralph's Stand Up Bar Jupiter  
 

April 25 to  28 — Leesburg Bikefest  
 

Wed May 1 - Bike Nights Island Jack’s, and Gin Mill Jensen Beach   
Thurs. May 2 - Abacoa Bike Night PB Harley 7-10, Black Piston’s Open House 

May 10 & 11 NCOM Conference Orlando 

 

 

REMINDER: EVERY  PLEASE ATTEND THE OPEN HOUSES FOR A GOOD TIME AND SHOW OF 
SUPPORT WHEN POSSIBLE 

Monday Night  Happy Hour & Dominos with the MOB  LLB clubhouse 

Wed Nights Gorilla Motors/PBH Bike Night at Island Jack’s,  
Sat. night Fly n Wheels Open House 
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ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement     
WHO WE ARE  

 We are a non-profit organization of motorcycle enthusiasts from all walks of life. We lobby and 
educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and positive image. 
We endeavor to enlist the cooperation and participation of all organizations and individuals that share a 
similar interest in preserving our  American tradition of FREEDOM. We promote motorcycle safety, 
training, & political awareness. We ARE NOT A CLUB NOR A GANG. We fund our work through 
events, toy runs, poker runs, campouts, and other motorcycle  activities. We are your neighbors & 
friends who work, pay taxes, and get involved with our community. We serve and support our country 
and believe in freedom. We use all legal means to protect our rights without infringing on the rights of 
others. We are Pro-choice NOT anti– helmet, it is up to you to decide. 

OUR GOALS 

To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning the motorcyclist. 
To promote the safe riding habits without infringing on individual freedoms. 
To motivate the bikers to write letters to legislators before, during, and after the legislative session. 
To furnish  a newsletter to keep all bikers informed in regards to upcoming legislation. 

     MEMBERSHIP  
When you become a member of ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. you are helping make a difference in the 
ongoing mission to protect your right to ride and enjoy the motorcycle of your choice, your choice of 
riding apparel, and when and where you can ride a motorcycle. These are issues that are real and present 
in today’s “protect yourself from yourself” political environment. This holds true for all levels of  
government.  There will always be those who see our love for motorcycling as a negative and will try 
any means to control and if possible prohibit motorcycle use. 
 On the local level our members get out the vote and support candidates who are sympathetic to 
our issues. We also will endeavor to lobby local governments whenever there are issues that need to be 
addressed, affecting local  motorcycle use, ownership, and any discrimination that may result from said 
use of ownership. 
 At the state level we have a paid registered lobbyist who regularly visits our state capital in  
Tallahassee to lobby our legislators on the issues concerning the motorcycling public in Florida. He also 
finds reliable House and Senate sponsors for the bills we support.  On the national level we are aligned 
with Motorcycle Riders Foundations (MRF), and the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), 
along with several other international motorcycle rights organizations (MRO’s). 
 As one can see we have our ear to the ground and our resolve tempered like steel.  As Ameri-
cans we have had it demonstrated to us time and again the vigilance is armor of free men and women.  
We shall not let the armor rust or weaken.  With your support we can re-enforce and strengthen the  
armor for now and generations to come. 
What else do you get with your membership? All members receive with their paid membership, the 
Membership Card, Event Discounts and Updates, Voting Privileges, Free Newsletter Classified  
Advertisements, a Chapter Newsletter, and a free $4,000 Accidental Death or Dismemberment  
Insurance Policy from the American Income Life Insurance Company. 
 Memberships are open to anyone 18 years of age or older, no matter what type of motorcycle 
you ride, if any at all!  We welcome all riders—in clubs, associations, independents, and sport riders to 
join us. 
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Is the Future Electric? 

Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson 

 

If you have been reading the Chrome Chronicles for awhile, you know that a lot of the 
news is about the development of electric motorcycles. Since there were several  
stories this month and not enough room, I’m doing a summary with links if you want to 
read more.  The underlined  will take you there if reading this online. 
 

Zero Motorcycles Just Launched an Electric “Smart Bike”—Here’s What Makes It  
Intelligent. We talk to Zero’s CEO about the streetfighter and all the tech imbued in it. 
Zero Motorcycles is one of the brands that’s pioneered the electric motorcycle category, and 
its latest release, the SR/F, pledges to be among the most innovative and powerful electric 
motorcycles yet. The SR/F is powered by Zero’s new ZF75-10 motor and a ZF14.4 lithium-

ion battery, which is good for 110 horsepower and 140 lb-ft of torque. An interesting new op-
erating system, dubbed Cypher III, draws on Zero’s decade-plus years of development and 
build history, and helps make the bike among the most connected Zero has produced. What 
makes it intelligent? Beyond the ECU monitoring how the bike is handling and manipulating 
the torque and power delivery to ensure maximum grip and adhesion, owners can use Zero’s 
app to keep tabs on how the bike is charging, whether it’s upright, and even find it if it’s lost 
or stolen. They can also share data about rides, including replaying rides, and uploading 
routes and motor and performance data so others can try to replicate a ride. And the ECU 
will update over-the-air when Zero releases upgrades. We talked to Zero’s CEO Sam 
Paschel about the SR/F and Zero’s vision for the future of smart bikes.  
https://robbreport.com/motors/motorcycles/zero-motorcycles-just-launched-an-electric-smart-
bike-that-was-13-years-in-the-making-2844823/ 
Riding Zero's SR electric motorcycle. Arm-stretching acceleration, and no need to shift. 
The SR isn’t the only game in town: Harley-Davidson has officially announced its long-

anticipated LiveWire electric bike. But that one starts at an eye-opening $25,000 (and 
we thought the SR was spendy!), so it remains to be seen what the market is for those. 
The Zero’s price tag isn’t far off that of premium models from Ducati, BMW and Tri-
umph, so it seems to be closer to the sweet spot of the market.With the summer sun 
beckoning, the Zero SR is the truest plug-n-play motorcycle yet and it hints at an elec-
trified motorcycling future that will still be fun. Just a little quieter. https://
www.popsci.com/riding-zero-sr-electric-motorcycle  
ZERO LAUNCHES FIRST FULLY 'SMART' ELECTRIC MOTORCYCLE WITH MORE 
POWER AND RANGE THAN EVER The 110-horsepower Zero SR/F could be the    
future of electric bikes. https://www.maxim.com/rides/zero-srf-2019-2  
https://www.wired.com/story/zero-srf-electric-motorcycle-photos-specs-design/  
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Lightning teases electric motorcycle that competes with petrol-powered rivals 

https://www.timeslive.co.za/motoring/news/2019-02-15-lightning-teases-electric-

motorcycle-that-competes-with-petrol-powered-rivals/ 
 

Polaris Working On Electric Indian Motorcycle 2017  
https://auto.ndtv.com/news/polaris-working-on-electric-indian-motorcycle-1665710  

Is Kawasaki Near To Producing An Electric Motorcycle? 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON ELECTRIFIES THE FUTURE OF TWO-WHEELS WITH LIVE-
WIRE™ Harley-Davidson is displaying the highly anticipated 2020 LiveWire™ along 
with three lightweight EV future concepts at the Geneva International Motor Show. In 
addition to updated production specifications for LiveWire,  
https://www.roadracingworld.com/news/harley-davidson-releases-more-specs-for-
livewire-electric-motorcycle/ 

Former Harley-Davidson engineer Erik Buell announced this week that he’s founded 
an EV startup called Fuell that will make all-electric motorcycles and bicycles. He’s 
teamed up with Frédéric Vasseur, the owner of the company that makes the chassis 
for Formula E.  Of the   dozens of electric motorcycles announced every year, this one 
seems like it might actually have a shot.  
https://www.theverge.com/2019/3/5/18252333/fuell-flow-electric-motorcycle-harley-

bike  
 

Are we going to see a hybrid, AWD bike from BMW in the near future? Maybe! Stay 
tuned, if there is a hybrid Beemer coming down the pipe, you'll be the first to know.   
Source: Free Patents Online, World Intellectual Property Organization, BMW Motorrad 

https://www.rideapart.com/articles/306533/is-bmw-developing-a-hybrid-drive-

motorcycle/  
 

DIY build e-motorcycle for those that want to build their own. 
https://www.rideapart.com/articles/305878/motorcycle-build-worth-watching/  
 

So many manufactures are considering making electric motorcycles as you can see 
here. Besides new companies like Zero and Lightening, those above and previous  
announced were Ural with a prototype with sidecar, and Ducati.  Still I wonder about 
the range and available fueling on the road as drawbacks.  So the BMW with a hybrid 
is likely best option.  If not, get an electric bicycle, at least when battery dies, you can 
pedal.  Do a search on YouTube and you see some great styles that look like classic 
early motorcycles. 
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The Strange Story Of The Traub Motorcycle This one-of-

a-kind hand-built motorcycle was way ahead of its time, then seemingly time traveled 
50 years into the future. 
 Every bike has a unique story behind it, from a highly modified custom job to the 
most common Harley-Davidson Street Glide. The story of the Traub is more than 100 
years long, for half of which it was bricked up and forgotten about in a Chicago build-
ing. We wrote about this back in 2014. YouTuber Yammie Noob recently did a little 
more research on the Traub and discovered some more interesting pieces of the sto-
ry—some of which contradict what we  
originally thought. 
 We don't know exactly when the Traub was built, but it was first documented in 
the July 1907 issue of Motorcycle Illustrated. A letter by one Richard Traub talks about 
his homemade motorcycle in great detail, providing numerous facts and figures about 
his creation: 
  Wheelbase: 55 inches 

  Tank capacity: 3.5 gallons gasoline, 1 gallon oil   Range: 125 miles 

  Horsepower: 4 (an extremely impressive figure for its time) 
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OUR NEWSLETTERS  are best viewed at palmbeach.abateflorida.com as most timely  (by the first of 
month), in full color, and with active Internet links to stories, etc., of  interest.  And for us with older 
eyes, can be zoomed in without magnifying glasses. We do need our advertisers, donations and more 
members to be able print and distribute more copies to the county for motorcyclists to be aware of the 
issues facing us.  So please join in and let us know of good places to put them in. Issues can be mailed to 
members if no Internet access.  Non-members can buy a subscription for $20 a year but the other two 
methods are faster as it takes more time  and cost to get mailings done.   
 

Advertisers 
Online 

Tell them you saw ad in 
Palm Beach ABATE  

Newsletter! 
 

We need help in getting more 
advertisers to support the  

production of our newsletter. 
Our rates are great so spread 
the word so can continue to  
expand distribution to the  
general public and riders 

Printed copies can be picked up 
at meeting and events table  

Free Monthly business card ad 
for a member  Send in scan of 
card or better, bring to Chapter 

meeting  

We Need more advertisers 
to be able to print more 

copies 

Please Pay for your 
Event to be Included 
and Support us 

ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 530944 

Lake Park, FL 33403  
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  Bore and stroke: 3.25 by 4 inches       Auxiliary gasoline tank: 0.5 gallon 

  Speed: "more than the roads will stand" 
  Gearing: 3.75:1     Mileage: 1,500 

 With that kind of mileage, clearly, Traub built the bike sometime before this let-
ter was published in 1907, not in 1917 as we previously reported. In addition, a few 
components that Traub did not build, such as the carburetor, magneto, and wheels, 
date the bike to 1916. Perhaps this was the second version of bike detailed in Traub's 
1907 letter. It's also possible that this is the original bike, and that Traub updated 
some of its parts between 1907 and the bike's disappearance. 
 The Traub also had some amazing engineering in it, the likes of which are still 
not seen today. The engine was hand-built to such precise specifications that when 
the current owner rebuilt it, he only had to make one gasket for it. That's because 
there are no other gaskets in the entire engine. The design tolerances are that pre-
cise. Additionally, the bike used an unusual twin rear drum brake, actuated by a cam 
system. Brake shoes clamped not only the inside of the drum but also the outside, 
providing even more braking power. A modern disc brake is obviously more effective, 
but this would have been an amazingly powerful brake over 100 years ago. 
 The plot thickens with this motorcycle's history. In the original article, we wrote: 
 Back in 1967 a plumber was doing some renovation work to a building in Chi-
cago and discovered a complete 1917 motorcycle with the unusual name of Traub on 
its tank. The building’s elderly owner admitted that his son had stolen the motorcycle 
before going off to the First World War, only to never return. 
 Yammie Noob did some more research on this story. The 1910 Census lists a 
Gottlieb Richard Traub living on Paulina Street in Chicago, close to where the bike 
was found. He listed his occupation as a "toolmaker." A World War I draft card with 
the same name lists his  
occupation as an "experimental machinist." Could the Richard Traub who built this 
motorcycle be the same Richard Traub who served in World War I, not his son? Rich-
ard Traub died in 1952, which is a perfectly reasonable age for an elderly man who 
both built the bike and served in the war. 
 Finally, there is absolutely no record of the alleged theft being reported. If you 
poured your heart and soul into building your own motorcycle from the ground up, 
wouldn't you want it found? If Traub was so upset about the stolen bike that he sent 
his son off to war as the story says, why wouldn't he report it to the police as well? Yet 
no police report exists of this bike's theft. 
 There's still no explanation as to why the bike was bricked up in a Chicago 
building for 50 years, nor why it was so well preserved in what was effectively a time 
capsule. It remains on display at the Wheels Through Time museum in North Caroli-
na. It still runs, too. 
https://www.rideapart.com/articles/313826/strange-story-traub-motorcycle/  
https://www.rideapart.com/articles/253787/mystery-traub-motorcycle-hidden-in-a-wall/  
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h�p://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-LJ_S5gqMGQ#t=13 

Ten Motorcycle Movies You Haven't Seen Yet 
BY: TIM WATSON 

Some hits, some misses, and a whole lot of fun. 

So you have been in the saddle all day and have ridden several hundred miles and 
now just want to kick back, open a beer and watch a film. Here’s RideApart’s arbitrary 
list of 10 motorcycle films that you may have never seen or even heard of. All of them 
we think are worth taking a look at. 

10. The Wild One  (1953) 
This is Lazio Benedek’s cult black and white mo-
torcycle club film that shot Marlon Brandon to star-
dom with his portrayal as moody gang leader 
Johnny Strabler. The film was based on a maga-
zine story that was published in 1951. The plot is 
pretty thin. Bike club rides into town led by Strabler 
during a motorcycle race weekend. The club fall 
out with the residents and the local police and 

have to move on to the next town. There’s a standoff with another club, more trouble 
with the police and someone gets killed when Strabler falls off his motorcycle and it hits 
an innocent person. It all looks pretty tame when compared to some of today’s films. 
But nicely shot with some truly iconic images of 1950’s American motorcycle culture 
that launched a thousand wannabe Johnny Strablers. 

9. On Any Sunday  (1971) 
Considered to be one of the best ever motorcycle sport 
documentaries ever made, this 1971 film was nominat-
ed for an Academy Award. Director Bruce Brown suc-
cessfully reflected the lives of various types of motor-
cycle enthusiasts that were racing in motocross, desert 
racing and the Grand National in the early 1970’s. 
From a motorcycle point of view they are all here – 
BSA, Harley-Davidson, Triumph, Husqvarna, Honda, 
Suzuki, Yamaha, Hodaka and Bultaco. The film focuses on the people and what 
makes them want to ride a motorcycle in competition and features Steve McQueen, 
AMA legend Mert Lawwill and off-road racer Malcolm Smith. A fascinating glimpse of 
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why people race bikes, any bikes, and still a relevant film today. 

8. Electra Glide in Blue (1973) 

The open desert roads of Arizona, a pair of Harley-

Davidson riding traffic cops called John Wintergreen 
(Robert Blake) and his partner Zipper (Billy ‘Green’ 
Bush) are on a mission to prove that a suspected sui-
cide is in fact a murder. Not the best plot line in the 
world but some great motorcycle footage and worth 
watching on a lazy Sunday afternoon. 

 

7. Choppertown: the Sinners  (2005) 
An interesting take on Southern California 
motorcycle culture and life. This award-

winning documentary takes a refreshing 
look at what it takes to build a custom  
motorcycle with a group of friends. It’s not 
your OC Chopper story but an honest look 
at why Rico Fodfrey and his So Cal Sinners 
crew build their bikes. How they do it and 
why they do it. How they search for parts 
and re-use parts in clever and innovative 
ways. These are average guys keeping  
motorcycle culture alive and who are not interested in building bikes for big bucks but 
creating motorcycles for themselves. 

6. Hells Angels on Wheels  (1967) 
One of Jack Nicholson’s first films which 
tells the story of a disillusioned gas station 
attendant who’s attracted to the life with 
the Hells Angels MC. Lots of late 1960’s 
bikes and an attempt at portraying what 
life in an outlaw motorcycle club was really 
like then. Several fist fights, an occasional 
stabbing and an interesting film to watch. 
Ralph ‘Sonny’ Barger, President of the 
Hells Angels, is credited in the titles as be-

ing a consultant to the filmmakers and he plays a non-speaking part early on in the 
film. So it must be true… 
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5. The Motorcycle Diaries  (2004) 

Before he became an international icon for revolution, 
Che Guevara was just a medical student with a big, old 
Norton 500 that he called La Poderosa (The Mighty 
One). One day Che (played by Gael Garcia) and his 
best friend decide to take the Norton on a trip around 
South America. Much of what they saw in terms of pov-
erty and the lives of the South American peasants led 
ultimately to Guevara to deciding the revolutionary life 
was for him. Great script and beautifully shot and the 
Norton features a lot. 

 

 

4. Stone  (1974) 
Don’t let the fact this is classed a low-budget 
film, it’s actually quite entertaining. Set in 
Australia it features an undercover cop (Ken 
Shorter) who joins an outlaw motorcycle 
club called The Gravediggers to find out why 
their members are being murdered one by 
one. There are quite a lot motorcycles in-
volved included a Norton at the outset fol-
lowed by a Kawasaki Z1 900cc. Not a seat 
of your pants film but an interesting snap shot of motorcycle culture outside the U.S. 

3. Dust to Glory  (2005) 

When you’ve finished watching this you will go 
straight out and buy yourself an off-road motorcycle 
and head to Baja. This documentary, which was ac-
tually filmed in 2003, follows the Baja 1000 race and 
all of the competitors through 650 miles of the Mexi-
can desert. There was a huge film crew, several heli-
copters involved in making this film and the result is 

pretty spectacular. Not only do the competitors have some fearsome terrain and 
weather conditions to ride through but they also have to watch out for the spectators 
that take some pleasure in laying traps for them. Despite being eight years old this is 
still a riveting watch. 
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2. Closer To The Edge  (2011) 

If you’ve never been to the Isle of Man in May to 
watch the annual Tourist Trophy, this film is al-
most the next best thing to being there. Filmed 
in 2010 you get some truly spectacular footage 
of the world’s greatest motorcycle race. This 
104-minute documentary follows racers Guy 

Martin and Ian Hutchinson in their bid to claim the title of King of the Hill. You won’t 
believe how fast or how dangerous the 37.73 course is. There is no other motorcycle 
race – or for that any motor sport event – like this and we could watch this over and 
over again. Ultimately the only thing to do is go and see this astonishing race for 
yourself. You won’t regret it. 

 

1. The World's Fastest Indian  (2005) 
There are several other films that could be at the number one slot but The World’s 
Fastest Indian is just a great film. Based on the true story of a middle-aged but very 
determined Kiwi Burt Munro, who 
against the odds brought his modi-
fied Indian scout to Bonneville to set 
land speed records. It may not be 
historically accurate but there is a 
fantastic performance by Anthony 
Hopkins playing Munro and it takes 
little time before you start to empa-
thize with this character and the 
huge challenge he has to overcome 
to achieve his dream. Lots of motor-
cycle content and one of those films 
that you will want to watch again and again. 

We’re not saying this is the definitive list of all motorcycle films ever made. Just a 
cross-section of a wide variety of films that have motorcycle content that we think are 
worth watching. If you’ve got some better suggestions then let us know. 

https://www.rideapart.com/articles/255033/10-motorcycle-movies-you-havent-seen-

yet/ 
Science Proves Riding A Motorcycle Is Good For You. Seriously. 
Ducati Could Go Electric Much Sooner Than We Expect It 
Toby Price From KTM Crew Wins 2019 Dakar 
This Is How Not To Tow A Motorcycle 
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SUPPORT MEMBERS’ BUSINESSES  

Business Cards and 
Classifieds FREE to 
members.  Send in 
what you have for 
sale or looking for 

CLASSIFIEDS  
It’s hurricane season and I have 
about 8 of the long metal shutters I 
don’t need FREE if you can use 
 

Dan Slo Mo 561-702-9929 

 

 

This space for 
Member business 
card or classified  
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WEEKLY EVENTS 
Mon Mob of Brothers MC  Happy 
Hour & Dominos @ Lone legion 
Mon  Dinner 6:30 States MC  
Pompano Clubhouse 
 
Once a Month Tues  Lone  Legion 
MC Brotherhood Open House 
2nd Tues Jupiter Moose Bike Night 
  
1st Wed, Bike Night @ the Beach 
Gill Mill Jensen Beach 
3rd Wed States MC Lake Worth 
Open House 8pm  
Wed Island Jack’s Bike Night with 
Gorilla Motors & PB Harley 
Wed Chit Chat’s bike night 7pm 
Free BBQ, music 
Wed Game Day Sports Grill Bike 
Night  
Last Wed Gatti’s Garage Bike 
Night 130 South H St Lake Worth 
 
Thurs Once a month Black  
Pistons MC WPB Open House 
1st Thurs PBH Abacoa Bike Night 
2nd Thurs TBS Bike Night  
Tequesta 
3rd Thurs Treasure Coast Harley 
Bike Night 

Last Thurs Turboz/Ralph’s Bike 
Night Jupiter 
 
1st Fri Enforcers MC Party 
Fri Twice a Month AOA MC WPB 
Open Houses 
 
SAT HOG Morning  Palm Beach 
Harley and often other events and 
bikini bike washes Grill Days 
SAT night Fly n Wheels Open 
House 

Thursday March 7 
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ABATE of FL 
Inc.  

PALM 
BEACH 

CHAPTER  
MEETINGS 

11:30 AM  V.F.W. 
Post 4143 at 2404 
Broadway, Riviera 
Beach 561-844-5718. 
From I 95 exit Blue 
Heron Blvd. go east to 
Broadway (Federal 
Hwy., US- 1) turn 

right, go south 1 block 
the V.F.W. is on the 
east side. Look for the 
flag. Come for break-
fast and the meeting 

3rd Sunday  Apr  21 

3rd Sunday  May19 

3rd Sunday June  16 

ELECTIONS OF 
CHAPTER BOARD 

3rd Sunday  July 21 

3rd Sunday Aug 18 

3rd Sunday  Sept 15 

3rd Sunday Oct  20 

3rd Sunday Nov  17 

3rd Sunday Dec. 15 
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April 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

2 3 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

4 
Palm Beach 
Harley Bike 
Night Abacoa 
Black Pistons 
Open House  

5 
Bikes on the 
Beach Miami 

6 
Bikes on the 
Beach Miami 
Black Pistons 
Bdays Party 

  

7 
Bikes on the 
Beach Miami 

8 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

9 
Lone Legion 
Open House 

10 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

11 12 
Ocala Bike 

Fest  

13 
Ocala Bike 

Fest  
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

  
14 

ABATE  FL 
STATE 
Meeting  
Ocala Bike 

Fest  
Annual States 
Pompano 

15 
ABATE  F L 
Ride to the 
Capital 

Tallahassee 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

16 17 
States LW Open 

House 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

18 19 20 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

  

21 
ABATE  PB 
Chapter 
Meeting  

22 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

23 24 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

25 
Turboz/Ralphis 
Bike Night 

26 
Leesburg 

 Bike Fest  

27 
Leesburg 

 Bike Fest  
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

  
28 

Leesburg 

 Bike Fest  

29 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

30     
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May 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

2 
Palm Beach 
Harley Bike 
Night Abacoa 
Black Pistons 
Open House  

3 4 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

5 6 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

7 8 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

9 10 
NCOM  

Conference 
Orlando  

 

11 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

NCOM  
Conference 
Orlando  

12 13 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

14 
Lone Legion 
Open House 

15 
States LW Open 

House 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

16 17 18 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

19 
ABATE  PB 
Chapter 
Meeting  

20 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

21 22 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

23 24 25 
Fly n Wheels 
Open House 

26 27 
Mob of Brothers 
Happy Hour & 
Dominoes LL 

28 29 
Island Jack’s 
Bike Night 

30 
Turboz/Ralphis 
Bike Night 

31  
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DELEGATE  REPORT  STATE  
MEETINGS  
Host Chapter Host Chapter Host Chapter Host Chapter     
& Location& Location& Location& Location 

 

April 14 Tallahassee 

April 15 Ride to Capital 

June  8 Vintage chapter 

 St. Augustine 

July Leadership seminars 

TBA 

Aug 10 Southeast 

Oct,  12 Gulf Coast 

Dec. 14 State Ocala 

It is Tallahassee Time. The state meeting will be held in 
Monticello SUNDAY April 14 with the Ride to the Capital 
Rally on MONDAY April 15.  It is very important to have a 
good turnout to show them that we do care about our 
rights so if you can try to join in the ride.  It is really some-
thing to see the Capital before you as you ride in with a 
police escort into the courtyard.  I have done it several 
times but am unable to get time off from work this year. So 
we need more to go, Curtis has said we will be the second 
delegate with Hamish so looking forward to their reports. 

The NCOM convention will be in Orlando in May (see next 
page) and is another event worth attending.  I was at the 
last one there but can’t afford to go to this one. So Motion 
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 ABATE of FL 
Inc. Palm Beach 

Chapter 

GBNF 

  

Ed “Gunner” Bassett 
Frank “Pipes” Cook 

 Robert “Torch” Lyle 
 Niurka Crespo 

 Phil Moore 
 Michael Steffy  

Tom “Ramblin’Man”  
Botticelli 

Karen Watkins 
“Bones” Maurice 

Clark 

  

  

ABATE holds annual motorcycle 
show to raise awareness for bikers 

by WICS News Team, Fox Illinois News Team Sunday, 
February 17th 2019 

 

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (WICS/WRSP) — Hundreds came out 
to the annual Swap and Motorcycle Show. 
 

The event is put on by ABATE with profits going back to 
the organization. 
 

States Activities Director of ABATE Illinois, Mark Werrier, 
said the event is a good way for bikers to build their own 
bikes while helping raise awareness for motorcycle rights 
across Illinois. 
 

“We share the road with you, we pay attention to you guys 
we hope you pay attention to us,” said Werrier. 
 

The annual motorcycle show is held every February. 
https://foxillinois.com/news/local/abate-holds-annual-
motorcycle-show-to-raise-awareness-for-bikers 
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Precinct Finder (https://www.pbcelections.org/PrecinctFinder.aspx) Palm 
Beach Elections Site  - put in your address and get ALL your Election  
Information and look under My Districts for your representatives.  
In these sidebars Underlined District # , names link in the online version. 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
DAN “SLOW-MOTION” HENDERSON 

FEDERAL 

 U.S. Senators 
 Marco Rubio 

Rick Scott 
 

U.S. HOUSE 
 

District 18 

      Brian Mast (R) 
 

District 20 

     Alcee Hastings 
  

District 21 

     Lois Frankel 
  

District 22 

     Ted Deutch 

  

PALM  BEACH Co. 
FL House of 
Representatives 
 
D81  Tina Scott Polsky (D) 
850-717-5081 Tallahassee 
561-470-2086 Boca/Belle Glade 
  

D82  Mary Lynn Magar (R) 
850-717-5082 Tallahassee 
772-545-3481 Hove Sound 

  

D85  Rich Roth (R) 
850-717-5085 Tallahassee 
561-625-5176 Palm Bch Garden 

  

D86  Matt Willhite (D) 
850-717-5086 Tallahassee 
561-791-4071(2) WPB 

  

D87  David Silvers (D) 
850-717-5085 Tallahassee 
561-352-4824 West Palm Beach 

  

D88  Al Jacquet (D) 
850-717-5088 Tallahassee 
561-650-6846 West Palm Bch 

  

D89   Mike Caruso  (R) 
850-717-5089Tallahassee 
561-750-2396 Boca Raton 

  

D90   Joseph A. Casello (D) 
850-717-5090 Tallahassee 
561-374-7850 Boynton Bch 

  

D91   Emily Slosberg (D) 
850-717-5087 Tallahassee 
561-496-5940 Delray Beach 

 

Palm Beach County 

FL Senators  
 

D25   Gayle Harrell (R) 
850-487-5025 Tallahassee 
772-221-4019  Stuart 
 

D29 Kevin Rader (D) 
850-487-5029 Tallahassee 
561-443-8170 Boca Raton 

  

D30   Bobby Powell (D) 
850-487-500 Tallahassee 
561-650-6880 WP Bch 

  

D31  Lori Berman (D) 
850-487-5031 Tallahassee 
561-292-6014 Boynton 

- Slo Motion 

On my way to the chapter meeting I 
saw all the campaign posters for 
Riveria Beach for their local offices. It 
reminded me that we need to get your 
local elections to get our message to 
these people as often they do move up 

 

From Florida ABATE State VP/NSF 

TASK FORCES WOULD REVIEW 
TOLL ROAD PLANS 

March 19, 2019 NSF Staff 
      With Senate President Bill Galvano 
pushing for three major toll-road     
projects, a Senate committee Tuesday 
approved a proposal that would lead to 
task-force reviews. Sen. Tom Lee, a 
Thonotosassa Republican sponsoring 
the Galvano-backed bill (SB 7068), 
said each task force --- one per pro-
posed road --- would have to hold pub-
lic meetings and evaluate the econom-
ic and environmental impacts of each 
project. Galvano’s plan would extend 
the Suncoast Parkway from the Tam-
pa Bay area north to the Georgia bor-
der, extend the Florida Turnpike west 
to hook up with the Suncoast Parkway 
and build a new transportation corridor 
from Polk County to Collier County. 
The Senate Transportation, Tourism 
and Economic Development Appropri-
ations Subcommittee on Tuesday ap-
proved the plan after adding an 
amendment that included the task 
forces. The bill calls for spending $45 
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million next fiscal year to study the three projects. The funding would grow to $90 million in the 
2020-2021 fiscal year, about $135 million the next year and a recurring amount of $140 million 
starting in the 2022-2023 fiscal year. Galvano, R-Bradenton, has said the toll roads would help 
rural communities, address the state’s continued rapid growth, provide new hurricane-

evacuation options, expand bicycle and pedestrian trails and lay the groundwork for new water 
and sewer lines and broadband. Critics continued to express concern that the proposal will 
speed sprawl into rural areas and pushed for alternative transportation, such as high-speed 
rail. 
WEEKLY ROUNDUP: ULTIMATUM SENT --- AND HEARD March 15, 2019 Dara Kam Recap 
and analysis of the week in state government 
        TALLAHASSEE --- Let’s be blunt. Less than two weeks into his first  
legislative session as Florida’s chief executive, Gov. Ron DeSantis is     taking a well-deserved 
victory lap after strong-arming lawmakers into hoisting the white flag on pot. 
  The Republican governor gave the Legislature an ultimatum shortly after he took office 
in January: Get rid of the state prohibition against     smokable medical marijuana, or I’ll do it 
without you. 
   If lawmakers didn’t act by March 15, DeSantis threatened to drop the state’s appeal of a 
court decision that said the smoking ban violated a voter-approved constitutional amendment 
broadly legalizing medical marijuana. 
 GOP legislative leaders, who included the smoking ban in a 2017 law aimed at carrying 
out the amendment, grudgingly surrendered to the 40-year-old governor this week, sparking a 
shout-out from DeSantis. 
  “The Florida Legislature has taken a significant step this week to uphold the will of the 
voters and     support the patients who will gain relief as a result of this legislation. President 
Bill Galvano, Speaker José Oliva, Senator Jeff Brandes and Representative Ray Rodrigues 
have done a tremendous job, working hard to ensure the voices of Floridians are heard. I com-
mend them for their diligence on this issue,” DeSantis said in a statement Thursday. 
Rodrigues, R-Estero, and Brandes, R-St. Petersburg, shepherded the legislation, which re-
ceived overwhelming support from both chambers despite insistence by Galvano and Oliva 
that the smoking ban was --- and remains --- legit. 
 So why did lawmakers cave on the issue? The Republican leaders didn’t want the 
courts to have the last word in the lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of the smoking ban, 
according to Oliva. 
The lawsuit “was more about the Legislature’s prerogative and the Legislature’s being able to 
 pass laws to regulate things like medicine in the state,” Oliva told reporters after the 
House signed off on the bill Wednesday. 
 While Leon County Circuit Judge Karen Gievers ruled that the ban was unconstitution-
al, Oliva would have preferred to wait for the 1st District Court of Appeal, which is more con-
servative than Gievers, to opine. 
“I would have been interested to hear what would have come of that appeal. We might still. But 
I think that, again, the most important thing was that the elected lawmakers of the state would 
have an opportunity to legislate how this would be governed in this state,” he said. 
BURNING DOWN THE HOUSE The House passed the repeal of the smoking ban (SB 182) in 
a 101-11 vote, sending the bill to the governor two days before the DeSantis-imposed March 
15 deadline. The Senate passed the bill last week. DeSantis has until Wednesday to act on the 
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measure or let it become law without his signature. 
 Despite DeSantis’ insistence that the ban be repealed, Rodrigues, who was also instru-
mental in crafting the 2017 law that carried out the constitutional amendment, noted that “many 
of us feel like we got it right” the first time. 
 “I’m not going to have all of your votes today, and I understand that, and I respect that. 
My encouragement to you is to vote your conscience, but what I would say is this: This bill is 
important because if we do not pass this bill, then the guardrails that we could place around 
smokable medical marijuana will not exist,” Rodrigues said before the House vote. 
 While eliminating the ban, the bill includes some restrictions --- or guardrails, to borrow 
Rodrigues’ description --- on smokable marijuana. It would allow patients to purchase up to 2.5 
ounces of marijuana for smoking every 35 days, ban smoking of medical marijuana in public 
places and allow terminally ill children to smoke the treatment, but only if they have a second 
opinion from a pediatrician. 
 Oliva, a Miami Lakes Republican who has made a fortune in the cigar business, had 
balked at doing away with the marijuana-smoking ban. Supporters of the ban argued, in part, 
that smoking is hazardous to people’s health. 
But after DeSantis delivered the ultimatum, the House made a series of concessions to reach 
an accord with the Senate, which historically has taken a less-restrictive approach toward med-
ical marijuana. 
 Under the compromise passed by both chambers, dispensaries can sell any form of 
smokable marijuana, and patients can buy devices to smoke cannabis at retail outlets, such as 
head shops. 
 The bill also requires the state university system’s Board of Governors to designate a 
university to house a “Consortium for Medical Marijuana Clinical Outcomes Research” and 
steers $1.5 million each year to fund the research, which would be based on data submitted by 
doctors. 
 Oliva, who voted in favor of the bill, told reporters he continues to have concerns about 
what he called “a difficult subject.” 
 “I don’t know, and we don’t have the data --- hopefully we will in the coming years --- to 
show if there truly are benefits to consuming this medicine in this fashion. I personally don’t 
believe that there probably is. And there might be some detrimental effects as a result of that, 
which is why I had reservations then, and I still have them now,” he said. 
VOUCHER PLANS GAIN STEAM Vouchers have long been a controversial issue in the Legis-
lature, with supporters saying private-school scholarships offer needed choices to families and 
opponents saying they strip money from traditional public schools. 
 But on Thursday, the House began moving forward with a dramatic expansion of school 
vouchers, including allowing middle-class families to apply for state-funded scholarships to 
send children to private schools. 
 The GOP-controlled House and Senate and the Republican governor all want to ex-
pand voucher-type programs and point to a waiting list of about 14,000 students in the Florida 
Tax Credit Scholarship program, which serves low-income children. 
 The House Education Committee on Thursday approved a bill (HB 7075) that would 
create a new voucher program, known as the “Family Empowerment Scholarship” program, 
which would be open to many middle-class families. 
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 If approved, the program would be available to families whose incomes are up to 300 
percent of the federal poverty level during the 2019-2020 school year --- a calculation that 
equates to $77,250 for a family of four. The threshold would gradually increase, with a family 
of four making $96,572 eligible for the vouchers in the 2022-2023 school year. 
 Rep. James Bush, a Miami Democrat who supports school choice, said he is worried 
the House is moving away from the goal of the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship program, which 
was to help low-income children attend private schools. 
      “My only concern is keeping the original intent of helping low-income children,” Bush said. 
 The Senate version (SB 7070), meanwhile, would create a program that would provide 
vouchers to families up to 260 percent of the federal poverty level --- the equivalent of $66,950 
for a family of four. 
Senate Education Chairman Manny Diaz Jr., R-Hialeah, and Senate Education Appropriations 
Chairwoman Kelli Stargel, R-Lakeland, said they think that’s a better approach. 
 “In the real world, depending on where you live, if you look at a family of four and say 
they make $96,000, it sounds like a lot. But sometimes it is deceiving,” Diaz told The News 
Service of Florida. 
Diaz, however, was careful about calling people at the House’s household income threshold a 
middle-class family. 
 “We all know the truth,” Diaz said. “They are working class, obviously.” 
But the Florida Democratic Party blasted the proposed voucher expansion, in part raising 
questions about whether it would be constitutional to use tax dollars for the new program. The 
state Supreme Court in 2006 struck down a voucher program backed by former Gov. Jeb 
Bush. 
“House Republicans are abusing the legislative process to rush this bill through because they 
know it would never hold up under sustained scrutiny,” Democratic Party spokesman Kevin 
Donohoe said in a prepared statement. 
STORY OF THE WEEK: Ceding to Gov. Ron DeSantis, Florida lawmakers overwhelmingly 
approved a proposal to do away with the state’s ban on smoking medical marijuana. 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “It’s about damn time.” --- Florida Agriculture Commissioner Nikki 
Fried, a Democrat and former medical marijuana lobbyist, on the Legislature’s proposed     
repeal of the smoking prohibition. 
Putman to be CEO of Ducks Unlimited  Former Florida Agriculture Commissioner Adam 
Putnam was named Wednesday as chief executive officer of the national group Ducks Unlim-
ited. Putnam finished his second term as agriculture commissioner in January after losing a 
Republican primary for governor. He will begin leading Ducks Unlimited, which works to con-
serve waterfowl habitats, on April 1. “I joined Ducks Unlimited when I was 16 and have a life-
long appreciation of the conservation work the organization accomplishes,” Putnam said in a 
statement released by the group. “It’s humbling to be chosen as DU’s CEO, and as a lifelong 
hunter, angler and conservationist, I look forward to building on our record of success.” Put-
nam will replace CEO Dale Hall, whose retirement is effective June 30. “From the outset, the 
CEO search committee here at Ducks Unlimited wanted to find a unique balance of conserva-
tion, policy and agriculture background in the new CEO candidate,” Ducks Unlimited President 
Rogers Hoyt said in a statement. “In Adam, we feel we have hit on all three. Not to mention 
he’s an approachable, passionate and visionary person, so Adam was the perfect fit.” Putnam 
served in the state House and Congress before getting elected agriculture commissioner in 
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2010. 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 2019 HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION AT ISSUE: The Senate Military 
and Veterans Affairs and Space Committee will take up a proposed constitutional amendment 
(SJR 886), filed by Sen. Jeff Brandes, R-St. Petersburg, that would expand a homestead prop-
erty-tax exemption provided to disabled veterans. The proposal would provide the exemption 
to spouses if the veterans die.  
SINGLE SUBJECTS SOUGHT: The Senate Rules Committee will consider a proposal (SJR 
74), filed by Sen. Rob Bradley, R-Fleming Island, that would prevent the Constitution Revision 
Commission from “bundling” multiple issues into single proposed constitutional amendments.  
LOTTERY, DMS SECRETARIES CONSIDERED: The Senate Agriculture, Environment and 
General Government Appropriations Subcommittee will hold confirmation hearings for Lottery 
Secretary Jim Poppell and Department of Management Services Secretary Jonathan Satter.  
HOUSE TAKES UP SMOKABLE MARIJUANA: The House will take up proposals (HB 7015 
and SB 182) that would allow patients to smoke medical marijuana in Florida. The Senate has 
passed its version of the proposal, and the House is expected to go along. Lawmakers in 2017 
approved a wide-ranging bill to carry out a 2016 constitutional amendment that broadly legal-
ized medical marijuana. But the 2017 law banned smoking medical marijuana, drawing a legal 
challenge. A circuit judge ruled the ban violated the constitutional amendment, leading former 
Gov. Rick Scott’s administration to appeal. Gov. Ron DeSantis, who took office Jan. 8, has 
demanded that lawmakers drop the smoking ban and has threated to end the legal appeal if 
they do not act. (Wednesday, 3 p.m., House chamber, the Capitol.) 
MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY AT ISSUE: The Senate Health and Human Services Appropriations 
Subcommittee will consider a proposal (SB 192), filed by Chairman Aaron Bean, R-

Fernandina Beach, that would make permanent a policy requiring people to apply for Medicaid 
the same month they become ill or suffer catastrophic injuries. In the past, people had 90 days 
to qualify.  
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY, TRANSPORTATION LEADERS EYED: The Senate Transpor-
tation, Tourism & Economic Development Appropriations Subcommittee will hold confirmation 
hearings for Department of Economic Opportunity Executive Director Ken Lawson and Depart-
ment of Transportation Secretary Kevin Thibault. (Wednesday, 4 p.m., 110 Senate Office 
Building, the Capitol.) 
Also: CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM SOUGHT: Several civil-rights groups will take part in a 
rally calling on lawmakers to pass reforms to the criminal-justice system.   
PAROLE CASES WEIGHED: The Florida Commission on Offender Review will consider cas-
es from across the state.  
SENIOR SCAMS TARGETED: The Florida Department of Financial Services will hold one in 
a series of "Be Scam Smart" workshops to help seniors avoid financial scams.  
House panel gives go-ahead to gun bills  March 12, 2019 Ana Ceballos 

TALLAHASSEE --- A House panel Tuesday advanced two gun bills, backed by the National 
Rifle Association, that are reopening a debate about whether people with concealed-weapons 
licenses should be able to carry guns on school campuses used by churches and store fire-
arms in vehicles on school property. 

The proposals are being considered a year after gun restrictions, opposed by the NRA, 
were passed by the Legislature in the wake of the mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School in Parkland. 
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This year, as lawmakers continue to address school security, including the possibility of allow-
ing armed classroom teachers as “guardians,” two proposals that would partially open the door 
to possession of concealed guns on school property moved forward in the House Criminal Jus-
tice Subcommittee. 
Rep. Cord Byrd, a Neptune Beach Republican who is sponsoring one of the proposals (HB 
6005), said his bill would help teachers who are trained to be armed school guardians. The bill 
would allow them to store weapons in their vehicles when parked on school grounds. 
NRA lobbyist Marion Hammer spoke in favor of the bill Tuesday, saying it would protect Sec-
ond Amendment rights. 
“The bill corrects a problem with current statute,” Hammer said. “The law allows you to carry a 
firearm in your vehicle for protections. We are a mobile society.” 
Under Byrd’s proposal, school districts could ban students from storing firearms inside vehicles 
on school property. But his proposal would not allow districts to prohibit employees or parents 
from doing so. The proposal would not affect bans on carrying guns into school facilities or 
school-sponsored events. 
A separate proposal approved by the House panel would allow religious institutions to author-
ize people to carry guns on property that the institutions own or rent, including schools. The 
proposal (HB 403) was approved following pushback from teachers and the state’s largest 
teachers’ union, the Florida Education Association, and support from a number of sheriffs, in-
cluding Brevard County Sheriff Wayne Ivey. 
Rep. Erin Grall, a Vero Beach Republican who is sponsoring the legislation, said the decision 
ultimately would fall on the property owner and that her proposal intends to give religious insti-
tutions power to do what is in the best interest of its members. 
“The state has no more right to strip churches of their property rights than it has of me or you 
from having a gun in your home because you homeschool your children and grandchildren,” 
Hammer argued. “This makes it clear that churches have a right to make decisions about the 
safety of members and guests at religious institutions.” 
Under current state law, possessing a firearm on school property is a third-degree felony that 
can be punished by up to five years in prison and a $5,000 fine. 
Sen. Debbie Mayfield, R-Rockledge, and Sen. Travis Hutson, R-St. Augustine, have filed Sen-
ate versions of the bills, but they have not received hearings after the first week of the 60-day 
legislative session. 
ADVANCES: WEEK OF MARCH 10, 2019 March 8, 2019 NSF Staff  TALLAHASSEE --- Gov. 
Ron DeSantis could be on the verge of getting his first major legislative victory. 
The House is expected during the coming week to approve a bill that would allow patients to 
smoke medical marijuana, a proposal that has already passed the Senate. 
Voters in 2016 passed a constitutional amendment that broadly legalized medical marijuana. 
Lawmakers in 2017 approved a bill to carry out the constitutional amendment and included a 
ban on smokable marijuana. 
A Leon County circuit judge later ruled that the ban violated the constitutional amendment, 
prompting former Gov. Rick Scott’s administration to appeal. But shortly after he took office in 
January, DeSantis issued an ultimatum to lawmakers: Get rid of the ban, or he would drop the 
legal appeal. 
With DeSantis wanting action by March 15, lawmakers appear ready to carry out his wishes. 
MONDAY, MARCH 11, 2019 Legislature: 
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COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AT ISSUE: The Joint Select Committee on Collective Bargaining 
will hold a hearing on issues that remain at impasse.  
AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES PROJECTS EYED: The House Agriculture & Nat-
ural Resources Appropriations Subcommittee will take up dozens of bills seeking funding for 
local projects and programs. (Monday, 11 a.m., 306 House Office Building, the Capitol.) 
HEALTH CARE SPENDING CONSIDERED: The House Health Care Appropriations Subcom-
mittee will take up dozens of bills seeking funding for local projects and programs.  
TRANSPORTATION, TOURISM MONEY SOUGHT: The House Transportation & Tourism 
Appropriations Subcommittee will take up dozens of bills seeking funding for local projects and 
programs. (Monday, 11 a.m., Reed Hall, House Office Building, the Capitol.) 
ANIMAL PROTECTIONS DISCUSSED: Sen. Joe Gruters, R-Sarasota, and Rep. Sam Kille-
brew, R-Winter Haven, will host a news conference to discuss legislation aimed at expanding 
animal protections. (Monday, 11 a.m., fourth floor, the Capitol.) 
UNIVERSITY BUILDING PROJECTS EYED: The House Higher Education Appropriations 
Subcommittee will discuss a series of building projects that have been funded under the Public 
Education Capital Outlay, or PECO, program. Those projects are at Florida Polytechnic Uni-
versity, Florida A&M University, Florida Gulf Coast University, the University of South Florida, 
Florida International University, Florida Gateway College, State College of Florida, Manatee-

Sarasota, and Gulf Coast State College.  
‘FRACKING’ BAN CONSIDERED: The Senate Agriculture Committee will take up a bill (SPB 
7064) aimed at prohibiting the controversial oil- and gas-drilling technique known as 
“fracking.” (Monday, 1:30 p.m., 301 Senate Office Building, the Capitol.) 
MONEY SOUGHT FOR RURAL COUNTIES: The Senate Commerce and Tourism Committee 
will consider a proposal (SB 1162), filed by Sen. George Gainer, R-Panama City, that would 
create the Northwest Florida Rural Inland Affected Counties Recovery Fund, which would    
receive a portion of money from a legal settlement with BP that stemmed from the Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill. The state Department of Economic Opportunity would provide grants from the 
fund for infrastructure and workforce projects in Calhoun, Gadsden, Holmes, Jackson, Jeffer-
son, Liberty and Washington counties.  
CONFIRMATION HEARING FOR DJJ CHIEF: The Senate Criminal Justice Committee will 
hold a confirmation hearing for Simone Marstiller, who was appointed by Gov. Ron DeSantis 
as secretary of the Department of Juvenile Justice.   
SURGERY CENTERS EYED: The Senate Health Policy Committee will take up a bill (SB 
732), filed by Sen. Anitere Flores, R-Miami, that would revamp regulations for office surgery 
centers after news reports highlighted a rash of patient deaths at two Southeast Florida plastic 
surgery centers. Flores and Rep. Anthony Rodriguez, R-Miami, will later hold a news confer-
ence on the issue.   
GENETIC TESTS TARGETED: The Senate Banking and Insurance Committee will consider a 
proposal (SB 258), filed by Sen. Aaron Bean, R-Fernandina Beach, that would largely block 
life-insurance companies from using genetic-test results in deciding whether to cancel, limit or 
deny coverage to customers. (Monday, 4 p.m., 412 Knott Building, the Capitol.) 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING DISCUSSED: The Senate Children, Families and Elder Affairs Com-
mittee will receive a presentation on human trafficking.  
PROTECTIONS SOUGHT FOR POLICE DOGS, HORSES: The Senate Judiciary Committee 
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will take up a bill (SB 96), filed by Sen. Aaron Bean, R-Fernandina Beach, that would increase 
criminal penalties for people who harm police, fire or search-and-rescue dogs or police horses.  
SENATE SPECIAL ORDER SET: The Senate Special Order Calendar Group will set a special
-order calendar, which lists bills that will be heard on the Senate floor.  
Also: UTILITY BALLOT MEASURE AT ISSUE: The Financial Impact Estimating Conference 
will discuss a proposed constitutional amendment that would overhaul the state’s electric utility 
industry. The proposal, backed by the political committee Citizens for Energy Choices, calls for 
wholesale and retail electricity markets to “be fully competitive so that electricity customers are 
afforded meaningful choices among a wide variety of competing electricity providers.” It would 
establish a right for customers to choose electricity providers and would limit the role of inves-
tor-owned electric utilities --- private companies such as Florida Power & Light, Duke Energy 
Florida, Tampa Electric Co. and Gulf Power Co. --- to constructing, operating and repairing 
transmission and distribution systems.  (Monday, 8:30 a.m., 117 Knott Building, the Capitol.) 
UNEMPLOYMENT NUMBERS RELEASED: The Florida Department of Economic Opportunity 
will release January unemployment figures. (Monday, 10 a.m.) 
CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS DUE: State candidates and political committees face a 
Monday deadline for filing reports showing finance activity through Feb. 28. 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IN SPECIAL ELECTIONS: Monday is the registration deadline 
for voters who want to cast ballots in special primary elections in House District 7 and House 
District 38. The primary elections will be held April 9 in the districts, which opened when former 
Rep. Halsey Beshears, R-Monticello, was appointed secretary of the Florida Department of 
Business and Professional Regulation and former Rep. Danny Burgess, R-Zephyrhills, was 
appointed executive director of the Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs. 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME DIALED UP  With daylight saving time starting Sunday, Florida’s 
push for year-round daylight saving time is back for round two in Congress. 
U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, U.S. Sen. Rick Scott and U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan, all Florida       
Republicans, introduced the Sunshine Protection Act that seeks to make daylight saving time 
permanent across the country. 
The bill follows a 2018 Florida legislative effort to have year-round daylight saving time, with 
such a change requiring federal approval. 
A news release from Rubio and Buchanan touted the change as having health and economic 
benefits for the nation and said “the bill would simply negate the need for Americans to change 
their clocks twice a year.” 
A similar proposal failed to advance in 2018 in Washington. Since that time, a few other states, 
including California, have started to advance similar resolutions to what came out of the Flori-
da Legislature in 2018. 
“Reflecting the will of the state of Florida, I’m proud to reintroduce this bill to also make daylight 
saving time permanent nationally,” Rubio said in a prepared statement Wednesday. 
TALLAHASSEE --- House Democrats have limited power to get priorities in the state budget, 
but they released a spending plan this week that they said focuses on working Floridians. 
Called the “New Sunshine Deal,” the plan seeks a tax-rebate program for working families, ex-
pansion of Medicaid, a 13 percent pay raise for teachers and fully funded affordable-housing 
programs. 
Democrats, who are far outnumbered by Republicans in the House, intend to introduce as-
pects of the plan as proposed amendments throughout the 60-day legislative session, which 
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started Tuesday. 
“What I believe is that we have 58 days, what I also heard yesterday was a governor who is 
open to solutions, and I also believe there are members of this legislative body who are will-
ing to push Florida forward,” House Minority Leader Kionne McGhee, D-Miami, said as the 
plan was released Wednesday. 
McGhee, borrowing Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis’ mantra, repeatedly called the House 
Democratic proposals “bold.” 
The Democrats’ plan used as a base DeSantis’ proposed $91.3 billion spending plan and pro-
jected revenue figures for the fiscal year that starts July 1. The plan also estimated generating 
an additional $1.8 billion by taxing online sales, altering the tax code to capture from large 
corporations taxes that smaller businesses pay and eliminating a series of 18 sales-tax ex-
emptions. 
The proposal matches DeSantis’ call for a three-day back-to-school sales tax holiday and a 
one-week disaster-preparedness tax holiday. 
The measure also seeks to provide a cut in the sales tax on commercial leases, which has 
long been a red-meat item for business groups. 
House Ways & Means Chairman Bryan Avila, R-Miami Springs, said Wednesday his commit-
tee is reviewing past tax packages and will begin putting together a proposal after budget al-
locations are made by House leaders. 
FRIDAY, MARCH 8, 2019 Legislature: 
PRE-KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM ANALYZED: The Early Learning Programs Estimating 
Conference will consider the voluntary pre-kindergarten program.  
REVENUE ESTIMATING CONFERENCE MEETS: The Revenue Estimating Conference will 
hold what is known as an “impact” conference, which typically involves analyzing the potential 
costs of legislation. ( 
JUSTICES HEAR PRISON MURDER CASE: The Florida Supreme Court will take up five 
cases, including an appeal by a man sentenced to death for killing another inmate in 2012 at 
Santa Rosa Correctional Institution. The case stems from the beating death of Ricky Martin 
by cellmate Shawn Rogers.  
PROPERTY TAXES DISCUSSED: The Revenue Estimating Conference will analyze ad    
valorem, or property, taxes.  
CANCER HOSPITAL PAYMENTS AT ISSUE: The Agency for Health Care Administration 
will hold a meeting about a proposed rule dealing with Medicaid reimbursements to cancer 
hospitals.   
 PALMETTO EXPRESS LANES DISCUSSED: The Florida Department of Transportation will 
hold a workshop on the implementation of an express-lanes system and interchange improve-
ments for the Palmetto Expressway in Miami-Dade County. (Thursday, 5:30 p.m., West Dade 
Regional Library, Auditorium 1, 9445 Coral Way, Miami.) 
JUSTICES DELVE INTO ‘STAND YOUR GROUND’  Two years after lawmakers approved a 
controversial change to the state’s “stand your ground” self-defense law, the Florida Supreme 
Court on Wednesday heard arguments about whether the change should apply to a woman 
charged in a shooting incident outside a Miami-Dade County nightclub. 
 The defendant, Tashara Love, was charged in 2015, but her case remained pending 
when lawmakers changed the “stand your ground” law in 2017. The issue before the Su-
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preme Court centers on whether the revised law should apply to Love’s case --- and potentially 
other cases that began before 2017. 
 The outcome is important, in part, because the 2017 law shifted a key burden of proof 
in “stand your ground” cases from defendants to prosecutors. That shift could make it easier 
for at least some defendants to avoid prosecution in cases in which they argue they acted in 
self-defense. 
 The 3rd District Court of Appeal, which hears cases from Miami-Dade County, ruled 
against Love and said the 2017 change should not apply to her case. But the 2nd District Court 
of Appeal took the opposite position in a Hillsborough County “stand your ground” case. 
 State Solicitor General Amit Agarwal argued that the 2017 change should not apply to 
Love and pointed to far-reaching impacts of the legislation. 
 “The (2017) law changes the who, the what and the how with respect to establishing a 
claim of complete immunity from criminal prosecution,” Agarwal said. “The substantive right 
that is affected by this amendment is what this court (in precedent from another case) identified 
as a substantive right to immunity, not from criminal liability but from criminal prosecution.” 
 Lawmakers approved the change after the Supreme Court in 2015 ruled that defend-
ants had the burden of proof to show they were entitled to immunity under the “stand your 
ground” law. That ruling, in a case involving defendant Jared Bretherick, who was involved in a 
traffic altercation in Central Florida, spurred a debate that led lawmakers to shift the burden of 
proof in the 2017 law. 
 Jeffrey DeSousa, an attorney for Love, argued Wednesday that the 2017 change was 
“procedural” in nature and, as a result, should be applied to Love’s case. 
 “On top of that is the fact that these legislators clearly believed that what they were do-
ing was adopting corrective legislation, the purpose of which was to effectively put criminal de-
fendants in the position that they would have been in but for this court’s decision in Bretherick,” 
DeSousa said. “And the only way to give full effect to that legislative policy determination 
would be to apply this new law to cases like Miss Love’s.” 
 Justices asked numerous questions of Agarwal and DeSousa, but the court typically 
takes months before ruling in such cases. 
 The “stand your ground” law says people are justified in using deadly force and do not 
have a “duty to retreat” if they believe it is necessary to prevent death or great bodily harm. 
When the defense is successfully raised in pre-trial hearings, defendants are granted immunity 
from prosecution. The issue in the 2017 law focused on the burden of proof in those pre-trial 
hearings. 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 2019 HURRICANE MICHAEL RESPONSE OUTLINED: The Sen-
ate Military and Veterans Affairs and Space Committee will receive a presentation from the De-
partment of Military Affairs about the response to Hurricane Michael. (Wednesday, 9 a.m., 37 
Senate Office Building, the Capitol.) 
VAPING BAN MOVES FORWARD: The Senate Rules Committee will take up a proposal (SB 
7012) that would carry out a voter-approved ban on vaping and the use of electronic cigarettes 
in workplaces. The ban was approved in November as part of a constitutional amendment. 
(Wednesday, 9 a.m., 110 Senate Office Building, the Capitol.) 
SCHOOL VOUCHERS DEBATED: The Senate Education Committee will consider a bill (SB 
7070) that would expand school choice in the state, including with a new voucher program 



 

34  ISSUE 164   2019-4           The CHROME CHRONICLES                     April  2019 

dubbed the Family Empowerment Scholarship Program. The program would provide scholar-
ships to as many as 15,000 students to attend private schools during the 2019-2020 academic 
year. (Wednesday, 10:30 a.m., 412 Knott Building, the Capitol.) 
SPECIAL RISK CLASS ADDRESSED: The Senate Governmental Oversight and Accountabil-
ity Committee will take up a proposal (SB 574), filed by Sen. Manny Diaz Jr., R-Hialeah, that 
would revamp the “special risk” benefits class for workers at Florida State Hospital, Northeast 
Florida State Hospital, Sunland Center and the North Florida Evaluation and Treatment Cen-
ter. (Wednesday, 10:30 a.m., 301 Senate Office Building, the Capitol.) 
HEMP PROGRAM ON TABLE: The Senate Innovation, Industry and Technology Committee 
will consider a proposal (SB 1020), filed by Sen. Rob Bradley, R-Fleming Island, that would 
authorize the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to administer a state hemp 
program. (Wednesday, 10:30 a.m., 110 Senate Office Building, the Capitol.) 
BESHEARS CONFIRMATION CONSIDERED: The Senate Agriculture, Environment and 
General Government Appropriations Subcommittee will consider a series of confirmations, in-
cluding the confirmation of Department of Business and Professional Regulation Secretary 
Halsey Beshears. (Wednesday, 2 p.m., 110 Senate Office Building, the Capitol.) 
EARLY CHILDHOOD COURTS EYED: The Senate Criminal and Civil Justice Appropriations 
Subcommittee will take up a bill (SB 90), filed by Sen. Lauren Book, D-Plantation, that would 
create an early childhood court program that would address cases involving children who are 
typically under age 3. (Wednesday, 2 p.m., 37 Senate Office Building, the Capitol.) 
NEEDLE EXCHANGE PROGRAM AT ISSUE: The Senate Health and Human Services Ap-
propriations Subcommittee will consider a proposal (SB 366), filed by Sen. Oscar Braynon, D-

Miami Gardens, that could lead to needle-exchange programs in various areas of the state. 
The proposal would expand a Miami-Dade County pilot program aimed at helping prevent the 
spread of HIV and other diseases by intravenous drug users.  
LOCAL BUDGET REQUESTS HEARD: The Senate Transportation, Tourism and Economic 
Development Appropriations Subcommittee will hear presentations from senators about local 
budget requests.  
CORPORATE INCOME TAX CONSIDERED: The Senate Finance and Tax Committee will 
receive a presentation on the state corporate income tax and the 2017 federal tax overhaul.  
‘STAND YOUR GROUND’ AT SUPREME COURT: The Florida Supreme Court will take up 
four cases, including hearing arguments in a closely watched case about whether a controver-
sial 2017 change to the state’s “stand your ground” self-defense law should apply to older cas-
es. An appeal was filed by Tashara Love, who sought to use the “stand your ground” law to be 
shielded from prosecution in a November 2015 shooting incident outside a Miami-Dade Coun-
ty nightclub. The legal issue centers on a 2017 change that shifted a key burden of proof in 
“stand your ground” cases --- a shift that can play a role in determining whether people claim-
ing self-defense should be prosecuted. Love’s attorneys contend that the change should be 
applied retroactively to defendants who were arrested before the 2017 law took effect but 
whose cases were pending. In Love’s case, the 3rd District Court of Appeal ruled that the 
change should not apply retroactively. (Wednesday, 9 a.m., Florida Supreme Court, 500 South 
Duval St., Tallahassee.) 
MEDICAID MONEY DISCUSSED: The Social Services Estimating Conference will consider 
Medicaid expenditures and county contributions to the Medicaid program.  
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RAIL PROJECT BONDS AT ISSUE: The Florida Development of Finance Corp. will hold a 
meeting about bonds for the Brightline rail system, which is planned to link Miami and Orlando.  
TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 2019 Legislature: 
SENATE KICKS OFF SESSION: The Senate will meet before moving to the House chamber 
to hear Gov. Ron DeSantis’ State of the State address.  
HOUSE GOES INTO SESSION: The House will meet before holding a joint session with the 
Senate to hear Gov. Ron DeSantis’ State of the State address. ( 
BEACH PROJECTS CONSIDERED: The House Agriculture & Natural Resources Appropria-
tions Subcommittee will take up a bill (HB 325), filed by Rep. Chip LaMarca, R-Lighthouse 
Point, that would revise criteria used by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection in 
ranking beach-management projects for funding. ( 
PHARMACIST POWERS WEIGHED: The House Health Quality Subcommittee will consider a 
proposal (HB 111), filed by Rep. Rene Plasencia, R-Orlando, and Rep. Tyler Sirois, R-Cocoa, 
that would allow pharmacists to test and treat patients for influenza and streptococcus.  
LOCAL SALES TAXES TARGETED: The House Local, Federal & Veterans Affairs Subcom-
mittee, will take up a bill (HB 5), filed by Rep. Nick DiCeglie, R-Indian Rocks Beach, that would 
make it harder to raise local sales taxes. The bill would require sales-tax referendums to be 
held at the time of general elections and would require two-thirds approval from voters. BUDG-
ET REQUESTS REVIEWED: The House Transportation & Tourism Appropriations Subcom-
mittee will consider dozens of budget requests for local projects.  
PRISON WORKER AGE AT ISSUE: The House Criminal Justice Subcommittee will take up a 
bill (PCB CRJ 19-01) that includes lowering the minimum age for correctional officers from 19 
to 18. The proposed change is aimed at increasing the number of potential officers. 
FIREFIGHTER CANCER BENEFITS AT ISSUE: The Senate Community Affairs Committee 
will consider a proposal (SB 426), filed by Chairwoman Anitere Flores, R-Miami, that would 
increase benefits for firefighters who are diagnosed with cancer.  
HURRICANE MICHAEL MONEY EYED: The Senate Environment and Natural Resources 
Committee will take up a bill (SB 376), filed by Chairman Bill Montford, D-Tallahassee, that 
would set aside $50 million a year for projects in Northwest Florida counties hit by Hurricane 
Michael. The money would be available for such projects as reforestation, debris removal and 
beach renourishment. (Tuesday, 2:30 p.m., 37 Senate Office Building, the Capitol.) 
PUBLIC FINANCING TARGETED: The Senate Ethics and Elections Committee will consider 
a proposal (SJR 270), filed by Chairman Dennis Baxley, R-Ocala, that seeks to end public fi-
nancing of statewide campaigns. Statewide candidates received nearly $9.9 million in public 
financing during the 2018 elections, with Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis receiving about $3.23 
million and Democratic gubernatorial nominee Andrew Gillum receiving $2.62 million. Under 
the program, statewide candidates can apply for public matching funds for contributions of 
$250 or less from individual donors. (Tuesday, 2:30 p.m., 412 Knott Building, the Capitol.) 
HIGHWAY PROJECTS CONSIDERED: The Senate Infrastructure and Security Committee will 
take up a bill (SPB 7068) that would take the initial steps toward building three major highway 
projects, a priority of Senate President Bill Galvano, R-Bradenton. The projects would extend 
the Suncoast Parkway from the Tampa Bay area to the Georgia border, extend the Florida 
Turnpike west to connect with the Suncoast Parkway and build a new toll road from Polk Coun-
ty to Collier County. Galvano argues, in part, that the projects would help boost rural economic 
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development. (Tuesday, 2:30 p.m., 110 Senate Office Building, the Capitol.) 
IMPACT FEES AT ISSUE: The House Commerce Committee will consider a proposal (HB 
207), filed by Rep. Byron Donalds, R-Naples, that would place additional restrictions on local 
impact fees. (Tuesday, 4:30 p.m., 212 Knott Building, the Capitol.) 
SINGLE SUBJECTS SOUGHT: The House State Affairs Committee will take up a proposal 
(HJR 53), filed by Rep. Cord Byrd, R-Neptune Beach, and Rep. Bobby Payne, R-Palatka, that 
would prevent the state Constitution Revision Commission and the Taxation and Budget Re-
form Commission from “bundling” multiple subjects into individual constitutional amendments.  
TRANSPORTATION MONEY ON TABLE: The Revenue Estimating Conference will discuss 
transportation revenues. (Tuesday, 9 a.m., 117 Knott Building, the Capitol.) 
TECO BILLS AT ISSUE: The Florida Public Service Commission will take up a series of is-
sues, including a proposal that would lead to an increase in the monthly bills of customers of 
Tampa Electric Co. The request stems from a process that involves utilities passing through 
power-plant fuel costs to customers. The Public Service Commission each fall approves fuel 
costs that will be charged during the coming year. But utilities can seek changes if the esti-
mates are off by more than 10 percent. Tampa Electric said higher-than-expected natural gas 
costs would lead to such an “under-recovery” of money in 2019. As a result, it is seeking to 
increase customer bills, with the proposal translating to about a 4 percent increase for typical 
residential customers. ( 
UTILITY SCAMS TARGETED: The Florida Public Service Commission will hold events in 
Lake County to inform consumers about scams aimed at utility customers. ( 
SCHOOL BUILDING MONEY EYED: The Revenue Estimating Conference will take up the 
Public Education Capital Outlay, or PECO, program. ( 
GULF COAST PARKWAY EYED: The Florida Department of Transportation will hold a public 
hearing on a study about the Gulf Coast Parkway, which would provide a connection between 
U.S. 98 in Gulf County with U.S. 231 north of Panama City and U.S. 98 in Bay County.  
CRAPPIE MANAGEMENT: The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission will   
continue a series of meetings across the state seeking input on a draft plan involving the 
management of black crappie, a game fish commonly known as “speckled perch” or “specks.”  
 

 Arlen Ness, Legendary Custom Motorcycle Builder, Dies At 79 

“Arlen Ness was a prolific figure in the world of American cruiser motorcycle customization, dating 
back to 1970 when he began tweaking his own Harley-Davidson Knucklehead in his California garage. 
Since then he’s become one of the best known custom builders in the scene, known to some as The 
King of Custom Motorcycles. On Saturday, Arlen Ness Motorcycles posted the below announcement 
to its Facebook page stating that he had passed the previous evening among loved ones.   ……..  
He was a bright feature in the bike world, and he will surely be missed by his friends, family, and fans. 
Ness is survived by his son Cory, grandson Zach (both in the family business), and his wife of 59 years,  
Beverly.”   by Bradley Brownell  Full story and video of Ness at 
https://jalopnik.com/arlen-ness-legendary-custom-motorcycle-builder-dies-a-1833560468  
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ABATE Palm Beach Chapter Meeting Minutes March 24 

Meeting Called to Order at 11:40 A.M. _20_Members Present _0_Guests Present 
Meeting started with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence. 

President: Discussed motorcycle safety diligence, his trip to Daytona Bike Week, 
reminder that Leesburg Bike Rally coming up and plans are underway for our 
summer party. Also, reminded everyone about the ride to Tallahassee in April.  

Vice President: Gave President new road name, Harpo. 

Secretary: Asked if anyone has any additions, corrections or objections to last 
month’s meeting minutes as publishes in chapter newsletter.  There were none.  
Reminded our Membership person that she needs an updated membership list.  

Treasurer:  Said we are doing well financially. 

Membership: Going to be notifying members via U.S. Mail and/or phone calls of 
their renewals. Two new members 

Sergeant At Arms: Mentioned one of our members, Tony Mariani, started a new 
job at Palm Beach Harley Davidson.  Go say hello! 

Safety: Did table at Harley Thursday night. One new meber, sold four rifle tickets  
Delegate Report: see page 22 

Legislative: Get involved in local elections as they go on.  See page 24 

Public Relations:   no report 

Products: No new products at this time.  Reminded everyone of what we do have. 

Newsletter: April is almost done, waiting for minutes to finish   

Old Business: Planning our party  

New Business: Officer Nominations began today. 

Good of the Order: 50/50 – Door Prizes – Gun tickets for sale. Nighthawk won 
both 50/50 and the door prize and donated 50/50 back to the Chapter. 
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 12:31.   
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A.D.D. INSURANCE POLICY UPDATE  
We all realize the $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment insurance policy if one of the best benefits of  
being an ABATE member. That is one reason to keep your membership up to date. You MUST name someone to 
get the money in case of death to prevent taxes and being in probate court. So when you receive the yellow card 
mailed from our state office, you can complete it and mail to insurance company. Most likely an agent will contact 
you even if you said not to. If they do be, SURE to get their name and number upfront. They do NOT need to visit 
you even to deliver the certificate. If they insist or get push, contact ABATE of FL. main office and report it but 
you MUST have the agents' name and number for action to be taken. Otherwise you may just return the completed 
yellow card to ABATE to have on file. Then be sure your survivors know to contact ABATE for the benefits.  
 STATE OFFICE: ABATE OF Florida, Inc. PO Box 2520, Deland, FL 32721-2520  

 Phone: (386) 943-9610 Fax: same  Email: flabate@bellsouth.net  

WHY JOIN ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.? 

ABATE is a non-profit  Motorcycle Rights Organization whose cause is to EDUCATE the government, motorcy-
clists and the general public on freedom, rights, road safety, and awareness of motorcycles on the road.  
REQUIREMENTS—must be at least 18 years of age. In does not matter what you or even if you ride. You can 
be an independent or member of a club or association. All are welcome at meetings.   
JOIN FOR THE CAUSE. Everything is voluntary, we understand work and family comes first.  We hope you 
can help in any small way, vote and spread the word.  
BENEFITS Your money is used to provide a lobbyist to the state and federal government to watch for our rights 
and freedom. The State MasterLink newsletter every 2 months we bring back from State meeting or read it online. 
The chapter newsletter is available online at palmbeach.abateflorida.com so is in color, with active Internet links 
and zoomable. Members get free classified ads in our newsletters.  
INSURANCE As an active member you have a $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment policy from 
American Income Life. You will get a card  in the mail from state office to register your beneficiary for ADD 
insurance. Do NOT mail it, just be sure your family knows about the policy.  If you send it in and they try to meet 
to sell you more so only if you are interested in more insurance. If they bother you contact our State Office to 
have it stopped.  You can mail to the office as Registered letter to have it done when you family notifies.  Be sure 
to renew in time so are always covered!  It does not have to be a motorcycle accident. 
 MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE Palm Beach Chapter members can get an insurance discount with Leslie Kay 
Progressive insurance company. Contact them for a quote 1-866-367-1788  www.LeslieKays.com   The $3000 
accessory package is normal.  The State has arranged with Coastal Insurance Company to offer members up to 
10% discount and $3000 parts and accessories coverage.  They are at 190 Hwy A1A Suite, Satellite Beach FL .  
Agent Doug Guido’s phone is 888-596-2453. So these are two more options  to compare with your company 

PRIVACY Your email, address and phone are never given out to anyone except State/Chapter executive board.    
EMAILINGS you can be added to a mass mailing which you can op to be removed at end of email.  Usually only 
do twice a month to let you know our Newsletter is online and remind you of chapter meetings.  Local events are 
included and sometimes urgent matters may be included.  No one will see your email  PHONE TEXT  another 
way to communicate with members.  Your phone number may be added to our text alert system  To change or add 
the chapter email is palmbeach.abateflorida@gmail.com  Our website is palmbeach.abateflorida.com 

We have a Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

Mail: ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter,  P.O. Box 530944, Lake Park, FL 33403  
Another benefit of chapter  membership in ABATE of FL Palm Beach is having a free business card in newsletter 
and free newsletter classified for items to sell or acquire. Support your brothers and sisters when possible,  
Besides a $4.000 ADD insurance policy, discount Leslie Kay insurance, we are looking into other benefits for 
members. We are  always in need of more paid  advertisers so find any business to benefit from our low rates and 
support our newsletter and chapter.  
IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP UP TO DATE? BE SURE TO BE COVERED WITH INSURANCE 
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GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 

 

To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all  
motorcyclists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting VFW POST 4143 

3rd Sunday April 21, 2019 11:30 am 

Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue 

Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US1) turn south and is 1 block on east 

side. Bike Parking is on south side of building. 


