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https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

EDITORIAL 
GUIDELINES 
You are encouraged to  

submit letters about 

ABATE related to events, 

articles, photographs,  

commentaries, etc. Please 

do not submit slanderous 

nor accusing letters,  

profanity nor nudity.  

Abate of Florida, Inc., 

will not accept any  

advertising that  

discriminates against any 

type of motorcyclist 

President’s Message 
Ken “Snooze” Gerecke  

    Its April already so you know what that means, yep bike week is 
over and Leesburg is around the corner. The Lake County chapter’s 
campground will be where most of your ABATE brothers and   
sisters will be. It is a really nice campground complete with        
vendors, tiki bars, bands and food is on site at the Eagles club. 
     
Our next state meeting will be in Port Charlotte on April 14th at the 
Community Life Center 19048 Edgewater Drive, Port  
Charlotte. Board meeting at 12:00 pm Delegates meeting 2:00 pm. 
Our chapter meeting is the next day so a day trip. 
     
As you may or may not know April opens up our chapters first 
round of chapter officer and trustee nominations this will start at 
our chapter meeting on April 15th. This is your chance to nominate 
someone to be a board member or trustee so please come to the 
meeting and do your part to nominate someone you think would be 
a good board member or trustee for our chapter. We are in  
desperate need of a treasurer so if you know someone who would 
make a good treasurer come to our meeting and nominate them.  If 
we don't have a treasurer we can not have a chapter it is that  
simple. 
 
  Ride Safe Ride Smart !!!! 
          SNOOZE  
 
Officers Nominations  will be at our Chapter meetings April 15 and 
May 20 with elections at our June meeting.  We need new officers 
especially a Treasurer  or our chapter must close. 
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COVER STORY (Photo: Valerie Thompson Racing) 

Fastest woman in the world? Scottsdale's 
Valerie Thompson takes aim at history 
Jay Dieffenbach, azcentral sports Published March 8, 2018 

 Scottsdale's Valerie Thompson, a 7-time land speed record holder, will be attempting to 
break the world record for fastest two-wheel vehicle at the World Speed Trials in Australia on 
March 17-19. 
 She's attempting to become the fastest human on two wheels, traveling half a world 
away from her  Scottsdale home to chase 376 miles per hour in Australia. 
 Valerie Thompson and Team “7” Racing, led by American Motorcyclist Association 
Hall of Famer Denis Manning, seek the title at the 28th Annual Speed Week and World Speed 
Trials competition at the Lake Gairdner salt flats in South Australia, March 12-19. 
 The record is 376.36 mph (605.69 km/h) and less than 10 mph separates the top speeds 
of the current  record holder and the Team “7” Racing entry. 
 Thompson has reached 304 mph on the Team “7” Streamliner – basically a two-
wheeled rocket, but this will be different. 
 What happens when the speed climbs past 304? 
 "Everything will change, definitely," said Thompson, who isn't 100 percent sure what to 
expect. 
 "I don't know because I've never been that fast. I'm just hoping it all goes well." 
 Thompson said she and her team are aiming for March 18 as her "lucky" day to achieve 
the record. 
 The World Speed Trials is a new event for motorcycles only, scheduled March 17-19 
and regulated by the Federation Internationale de Motocyclisme (FIM) the global governing/
sanctioning body of motorcycle racing as well the AMA. Thompson and Team “7” Racing will 
use Speed Week, beginning on Monday, March 12, for    testing and tuning, while planning 
their record attempt during the World Speed Trials. 
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 She stunned the racing world at the 2016 Bonneville Motorcycle Speed Trials with a 
speed of 304.263 mph (489.663 km/h). On only her fifth run in a streamlined motorcycle, 
 Thompson became the first female driver in a two-wheeled vehicle over 300 mph, also 
earning the Fastest Time of the Meet award. 
 Thompson, 49, raised in the Seattle-Tacoma area, worked in banking before changing – 
dramatically – her career path. 
 "The career kind of found me," she said. "I just followed my passion – and that was   
always to be out front. Always to be in front of everyone. Just to go fast in everything I do. 
 "And it was told to me that I needed to take it to the track because I was a little bit out of 
control." 
 According to a press release, her pursuit is being captured and produced by P-51 Pic-
tures and MN8 Films, for a feature-length documentary, "Rockets and Titans" (working title), 
planned for release in 2019. 
 She is a seven-time land-speed-record holder on a variety of bikes ranging from Harley-
Davidsons to BMWs and is a member of six land-speed-racing 200 mph clubs. She is the only 
female in history to compete for the world’s fastest motorcycle title, and breaking the record 
would be her first in a purpose-built motorcycle streamliner. 
 Thompson is the first female rider over 300 mph, earning the title of “World's Fastest 
Female Motorcycle Racer.” 
 Now she'll chase the title of "World's Fastest Human Motorcycle Racer." 
 That doesn't mean she's a danger to those traveling Scottsdale Road, however, when she 
takes her beloved Harley "Fat Boy" out for a spin. 
 "I putt-putt around," she said. "I'll wave at you." 
https://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/motor/2018/03/08/valerie-thompson-fastest-woman-
motorcycle-speed-record/399248002/  and has video interview 
 
March 21 FOLLOW UP Valerie Thompson was going for the overall two-wheel record of 
376 mph during the World Speed Trials on Lake Gairdner, in Australia, when something went 
wrong and the Bub 7 streamliner fell onto its side, digging a deep trench into the salt flats and 

producing a mile-long yard 
sale. Aside from a few bumps 
and scrapes, Ms. Thompson 
walked away unscathed. 
More here at FoxNews.com.  
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UPCOMING Event Schedule 

Monday April 2 Mob of  Brothers Open House 
 
Wed. April 4 Bike Nights at Island Jack's, Chit Chats and Gin Mill Jensen Beach 
 
Thursday April 5 Black Pistons Open House and/or Abacoa Bike Night PB Harley 7-10 
 
Friday April 6 Soldiers for Jesus Open House / Ink Link Bike Night Bike Night 
 
Sat. April 7 VFW Riders 9670 Poker Run 
 
Sunday April 8 States MC Lake Worth Cruise Raffle Party Noon-5pm 
 
Tues April 10  Lone Legion Brotherhood MC Open House 2590 Commerce Park Dr. Unit F5 Boynton 
 
Wednesday April 11 Bike Nights at Island Jacks, Chit Chats  
 
Friday April 13 AOA WPB MC Open House   
 
Sunday April 15 Palm Beach Chapter Meeting ABATE of FL. Inc.  11:30 am  Board Nominations 
V.F.W. Post 4143 located at 2404 Broadway, Riviera Beach 561-844-5718. From I 95 exit Blue Heron 
Blvd. go east to Broadway (Federal Hwy., US- 1) turn right, go south 1 block the V.F.W. is on the east 
side. Look for the flag. Breakfast will be served 9:00 AM 'til Noon 
Sunday April 15 States MC Pompano 52nd Annual Noon-? 761 SW 13th Ct. Pompano Bch 
 
Wednesday April 18 States MC Lake Worth Open House 3570 Boutwell Rd. Lake Worth 
Wednesday April 18 Bike Nights at Island Jacks and Chit Chats 
April 18—21 Southeast Police Rodeo Pompano Citi Centre 
 
April 20-22 Bikes on the Beach Custom Bike Show  & Festival Miami 
 
Friday April 13 AOA WPB MC Open House   
 
Wednesday April 25 Bike Nights at Island Jacks and Chit Chats 
 
Thursday April 26 Turboz Custom Cycles Bike Night 7-10 PM Ralph's Stand Up Bar Jupiter   
 
Friday April 27 AOA WPB MC Open House   
 
April 27-29 Leesburg Bikefest 
 
 
REMINDER: EVERY 
 Wednesday Night is Gorilla Motors Bike Night at Island Jack’s 
    
PLEASE ATTEND THE OPEN HOUSES FOR A GOOD TIME AND SHOW OF SUPPORT WHEN 
POSSIBLE 
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ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement ABATE of  Florida, Inc.  Mission Statement     
WHO WE ARE  

 We are a non-profit organization of motorcycle enthusiasts from all walks of life. We lobby and 
educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and positive image. 
We endeavor to enlist the cooperation and participation of all organizations and individuals that share a 
similar interest in preserving our  American tradition of FREEDOM. We promote motorcycle safety, 
training, & political awareness. We ARE NOT A CLUB NOR A GANG. We fund our work through 
events, toy runs, poker runs, campouts, and other motorcycle  activities. We are your neighbors & 
friends who work, pay taxes, and get involved with our community. We serve and support our country 
and believe in freedom. We use all legal means to protect our rights without infringing on the rights of 
others. We are Pro-choice NOT anti– helmet, it is up to you to decide. 

OUR GOALS 
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning the motorcyclist. 
To promote the safe riding habits without infringing on individual freedoms. 
To motivate the bikers to write letters to legislators before, during, and after the legislative session. 
To furnish  a newsletter to keep all bikers informed in regards to upcoming legislation. 

     MEMBERSHIP  
When you become a member of ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. you are helping make a difference in the 
ongoing mission to protect your right to ride and enjoy the motorcycle of your choice, your choice of 
riding apparel, and when and where you can ride a motorcycle. These are issues that are real and present 
in today’s “protect yourself from yourself” political environment. This holds true for all levels of  
government.  There will always be those who see our love for motorcycling as a negative and will try 
any means to control and if possible prohibit motorcycle use. 
 On the local level our members get out the vote and support candidates who are sympathetic to 
our issues. We also will endeavor to lobby local governments whenever there are issues that need to be 
addressed, affecting local  motorcycle use, ownership, and any discrimination that may result from said 
use of ownership. 
 At the state level we have a paid registered lobbyist who regularly visits our state capital in  
Tallahassee to lobby our legislators on the issues concerning the motorcycling public in Florida. He also 
finds reliable House and Senate sponsors for the bills we support.  On the national level we are aligned 
with Motorcycle Riders Foundations (MRF), and the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), 
along with several other international motorcycle rights organizations (MRO’s). 
 As one can see we have our ear to the ground and our resolve tempered like steel.  As Ameri-
cans we have had it demonstrated to us time and again the vigilance is armor of free men and women.  
We shall not let the armor rust or weaken.  With your support we can re-enforce and strengthen the  
armor for now and generations to come. 
What else do you get with your membership? All members receive with their paid membership, the 
Membership Card, Event Discounts and Updates, Voting Privileges, Free Newsletter Classified  
Advertisements, a Chapter Newsletter, and a free $4,000 Accidental Death or Dismemberment  
Insurance Policy from the American Income Life Insurance Company. 
 Memberships are open to anyone 18 years of age or older, no matter what type of motorcycle 
you ride, if any at all!  We welcome all riders—in clubs, associations, independents, and sport riders to 
join us. 
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Motorcycle safety: stay aware, stay alive when you ride 
By U.S. Army Combat Readiness Center Driving Directorate | U.S. Army Combat Readiness Center 
Driving Directorate | February 26, 2018FORT RUCKER, Ala. -- 
 Motorcycling is a lifelong learning process. Far too often riders think after a few years and a few 
thousand miles that they know it all. That concept can be fatal. 
 Permanent change of station moves happen often enough to be somewhat of a setback to a    
rider's learning curve. At that point, they need to be aware that what they have learned isn't lost - but 
they may need to modify their skills for the road conditions at their new duty station. 
 The focus of that learning process is adjusting to the different road surfaces and climatic       
conditions. High-powered sport bikes are affected most and are the most common motorcycles among 
military members. 
 Let's take a look at this situation pragmatically. Assume you are a rider in the Southwest. The 
climate is warm and tires tend to adhere to surfaces much better than in other areas of the country. 
 Because roads don't freeze during the winter, their surfaces are also in better condition. Riders 
often get accustomed to a certain riding style after a few years, not realizing that may have to change at a 
new duty location. 
 When those moves occur, they must understand how to ride in their new geographic location, 
not just fall back on what they've always done. However, getting adjusted requires both time and       
discipline on the rider's behalf. 
 That discipline includes learning to read road surfaces, as they may be constantly changing. 
While some surfaces - such as crowned roads - remain relatively similar throughout the country, the  
degree of crown may vary at different locations. Motorcycles tend to drift away from the direction of the 
crown. 
 This condition is the same with an automobile, but is much more pronounced with a motorcycle. 
Two-lane highways are crowned to the centerline, while four-lane highways are crowned to the median. 
Sport bikes are affected by road crowns more than standard motorcycles or cruisers, so changing       
motorcycles or riding a borrowed bike can be a recipe for disaster. 
 Today, because of repairs, there are patches on most road surfaces. Some have raised surfaces, 
while others may be concave. Each patch causes a differing reaction and no two are alike. When crossed 
at highway speed, riders must be aware how their motorcycle will react. Crossed at excessive speed, 
these patches can change the rider's direction of travel. That's not a problem if the rider is reading the 
surface and knows what to do. 
 But if the rider is daydreaming, or there are other factors such as cracks, tar snakes or weather, 
the result can be disastrous. 
 Painted lines, dribbled fuel or oil, railroad tracks, grates, covers, the color of the road surface (is 
the road blacktop or concrete?) and pavement grooves are other examples of potentially dangerous sur-
faces. Riders must read road conditions and react accordingly. 
 Because of their sensitive handling, sport bikes react to changes in road surfaces faster than oth-
er types of motorcycles, which isn't necessarily a bad thing. 
 Quickness is why most sport bike riders chose that type of motorcycle in the first place. This 
makes it important that all motorcyclists know their bike's characteristics, react accordingly and stay 
focused while riding. 
 While riders may be fully capable of negotiating road conditions in the area where they are ac-
customed to riding, a PCS move changes the dynamics of these surfaces. 
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OUR NEWSLETTERS  are best viewed at palmbeach.abateflorida.com as most timely  (by the first of 
month), in full color, and with active Internet links to stories, etc., of  interest.  And for us with older 
eyes, can be zoomed in without magnifying glasses. We do need our advertisers, donations and more 
members to be able print and distribute more copies to the county for motorcyclists to be aware of the 
issues facing us.  So please join in and let us know of good places to put them in. Issues can be mailed to 
members if no Internet access.  Non-members can buy a subscription for $20 a year but the other two 
methods are faster as it takes more time  and cost to get mailings done.   
 

Advertisers 
Online 

Tell them you saw ad in 
Palm Beach ABATE  

Newsletter! 
 

We need help in getting more 
advertisers to support the  

production of our newsletter. 
Our rates are great so spread 
the word so can continue to  
expand distribution to the  
general public and riders 

Printed copies can be picked up 
at meeting and events table  

Free Monthly business card ad 
for a member  Send in scan of 
card or better, bring to Chapter 

meeting  

We Need more advertisers 
to be able to print more 

copies 

Please Pay for your 
Event to be Included 

 

ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 1256 

Loxahatchee, FL 33470  
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Changing to a different type motorcycle or a more powerful version all contribute to the way a rider 
needs to read and react to road surfaces. Staying aware of the changing road conditions and showing the 
discipline to adjust to them is fundamental to safe riding. 

http://www.jbsa.mil/News/News/Article/1450257/motorcycle-safety-stay-aware-stay-alive-when-you-
ride/ 

Five Things You Need To Know About Motorcycle Insurance 
What I wish I could have told myself when I was 25. 
Gabe Ets-Hokin March 6, 2018 11 
 What’s the least fun thing to spend money on? Insurance. It costs a bunch of money, 
and then you don’t really get anything for it… until you need it. But then, you really need it. So 
yes, it’s no fun, but you should have it anyway. Here are some basics if you are new to this 
very-not-fun, yet very-necessary product. 
1. You really, really need it. 
If there is a shred of doubt in your mind about insurance, allow me to deploy my large electric 
fan of middle-aged experience and completely blow it away. Like Xanax, a shotgun or personal 
lubricant, insurance is one of those things it is far better to have and not need than to need and 
not have. For one, almost all states require minimum liability coverage just to register your   
motorcycle. But states require a lot of things, my 25-year-old self might say, however, I require 
a great deal of beer and burritos, and I have my priorities. 
 In response, I’d say, Self, the next time you get pulled over or wreck your bike (which 
happened a lot), you may have your bike impounded, pay a huge fine, will be unable to recover 
damages regardless of fault (which is the law in California) and a myriad of other horrible 
things, but the bottom line is don’t get caught without insurance. Just don’t. To which 25-year-
old self would say, “What’s a myriad?” 
2. Minimum Liability Coverage isn’t enough. 
Liability insurance covers the other guy when you screw up, and the cheapest policies usually 
offer your state’s minimum required level of coverage. In most states, it’s something like 
$25,000 of bodily injury coverage per person, $50,000 total per accident (if you hurt more than 
one person) and $10,000-20,000 of property damage (that’s damage to vehicles, animals, 
plate-glass storefront windows, lamp posts, billboards, etc.). In California, it’s a laughably tiny 
$5,000 of property damage. Five grand probably won’t fix a paint chip on most cars these days 
unless you ship it to Sri Lanka. And $25,000 might pay for homeopathy and some orthopedic 
shoes, but it won’t cover a lot in the way of real medical care these days. 
 If you own property, or don’t like owing money for the rest of your life, get more cover-
age than you think you’ll need. It’s not that much more, and if you own anything valuable – like 
a home or business – keep in mind that bankruptcy doesn’t protect you from personal-injury 
lawsuits. Pay the $100 or whatever it is for extra coverage. The only thing worse than paying 
for insurance is paying someone else’s doctor bills. 
3. Motorcycle liability-only coverage is cheap. 
If point #2 has you down, don’t despair: motorcycle liability-only coverage is cheap, at least 
compared to auto insurance. I assume this is because motorcyclists are at-fault less often than 
cars (at least in multi-vehicle incidents), and how much damage can a 500-pound motorcycle 
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do to a two-ton car and its occupants? My 25-year-old self could usually insure whatever  
beater he was riding for less than 50 bones a year; nowadays it may be $200 or more for a 
new rider with a clean record, but that’s still pretty affordable. 
 Make sure your policy covers water damage! Photo by: Jacob Bridgeman [CC BY-SA 
3.0 or GFDL], via Wikimedia Commons 
4. Comprehensive and Collision Coverage Aren’t. 
Collision insurance covers you when you screw up and hit another vehicle, and pays to fix 
your bike, or at least pay off what you owe on the loan. Comprehensive pays you when your 
bike is damaged, destroyed or disappeared by things other than vehicles, like deer, fire, or 
shady-looking dudes with unmarked vans. It is usually a lot more than liability insurance,     
because when young men (and women) ride motorcycles, they often wind up crashing them, 
and it’s frequently their own damn fault. 
 Insurance companies are run by sentient beings who understand this and price the risk 
accordingly, which is why the comp/collision coverage on a new open-class sportbike regis-
tered to a 20-something may basically cost the same as the bike itself. This is how much faith 
the insurance company has in your ability to not wreck your bike. You can save dough by buy-
ing used or salvage-title sportbikes and keeping liability only. Having an expensive sportbike in 
your 20s is like kick-boxing while carrying a tray of champagne flutes. 
5. Don’t forget to insure your body. 
Even if you have health insurance, it may not be enough. You may have high deductibles, and 
you also may not have disability insurance to compensate for time away from work while you 
binge-watch Stranger Things with both arms in casts. Medical payments coverage can help 
with this, and consider uninsured/under-insured coverage as well; there are a lot of uninsured 
motorists out there, according to the Insurance Information Institute: 13% nationwide. In Flori-
da, it’s 26.7%, because Florida. 
 Ride safe, but carry insurance. You’ll probably need it. http://www.motorcycle.com/
features/five-things-you-need-to-know-about-motorcycle-insurance.html 

The Barber Motorcycle Museum should 
be on everyone’s Bucket List 

This is one of the greatest places I’ve been to and I think everyone would really enjoy seeing 
all the  motorcycles on display.  I was reminding of this museum with the restoration story on 
Google Alerts motorcycle.  I have that link below the link of the photos I took on my visit. 
http://marmotweb.com/motorcycles/Barber/61310BarberMotorSportsMuse/index.html 
Story about the restoration: http://alabamanewscenter.com/2018/03/05/barber-motorcycle-
restorers-alabama-makers-crafting-art-motion/#jp-carousel-127694    Their site http://
www.barbermuseum.org/  
 
Still on my bucket list are visits to the Wheels Through Time museum in Maggie Valley NC  
https://wheelsthroughtime.com/  and some others I have listed at  my site under historu 
http://marmotweb.com/motorcycles/history.htm 
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New Rider: 5 Tips For Riding In The Rain 
There's more to it than just staying dry 
Evans Brasfield March 22, 2018 11 
 Maybe I’m not your typical motorcyclist because I absolutely love riding in the rain. I find that 
it heightens all my senses and can turn a mundane ride into one that becomes an intensely-focused    
experience. Perhaps my love of rain riding comes from the fact that, the very first time I commuted on a 
motorcycle, it rained – and I was prepared. (I was also terrified, but I’d only been riding for a few days.) 
 Still, many new (and experienced) riders won’t even consider riding when the rain comes 
down, and that’s really too bad. They’re missing out on what separates the weekend warriors from the 
hard-core motorcyclists. 
 If you’d like to improve your game in the wet, read on for some tips on how to ride proficiently 
when the skies open. 
1. Wear proper gear   
 It’s hard to have fun when you’re soaked to the bone. Plus, once you are good and wet, getting 
cold follows in relatively short order. Becoming hypothermic on a motorcycle is no joke. Your ability 
to concentrate and perform challenging mental tasks – like operating a motorcycle – is diminished. 
That’s before we even consider the creature comforts, like warm hands (that can actually manipulate 
controls). 
 At the bare minimum, you need a rain suit for inclement weather. It doesn’t need to be         
expensive, just sturdy, waterproof, and preferably brightly colored. My first rain suit only cost about 
$35 and was just a bright orange PVC-coated, one-piece jump suit I bought at an industrial supply store. 
It lasted me about a season. I also used a pair of pull-over rubber galoshes to keep my riding boots dry. 
They cost about $10. For gloves I used the largest dishwashing gloves I could find and wore them over 
my summer-weight riding gloves. These were nothing fancy, but they got me through my first year of 
riding motorcycles on the limited budget that I had at the time. 
 If you ride in a part of the country that experiences frequent rain, you might want to invest in 
some pricier rain gear that has venting and safety features like reflective striping. I’ve never understood 
why so many bikers insist on wearing black rain suits – they only make you harder to see in situations 
where visibility is already reduced. 
 When it comes to rain gear – or any motorcycle gear – buy the best gear you can afford, and it 
will last you many years. 
2. Use smooth control inputs  
 Yes, traction is limited in the rain when compared to dry pavement, but the wet weather grip of 
motorcycle tires has made tremendous strides in the last couple of decades. Still, you shouldn’t go 
around making ham-fisted control inputs unless you want to end up on your head. 
 Smooth is the operative word, here. In order to give yourself time to be smooth with your con-
trol inputs, you’ll want to increase your following distance and lower your speeds. 
 Although ABS has transformed wet weather braking safety, you’ll stop quicker if you learn 
how to build braking pressure up to the point of lock-up when needed.  An increased following distance 
gives you a little more time to apply your brakes and have the bike’s weight shift forward as you build 
in pressure. Abruptly applying the brakes in the rain will cause them to either immediately lock or have 
the ABS take over – neither of which are optimal braking techniques. 
Smoothness is also key for cornering in the wet. Bend your bike into the turn. Don’t flick it. Choose 
more arcing lines rather than those with sharp turn in points if possible. 
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3. Pay attention to the pavement   
The pavement surface can vary quite a bit as you travel down the road. In the rain, you should do your 
best to avoid paint and tar stripes. If you must go over them, try to be as upright as possible. The same 
goes for metal. Avoid manhole covers, metal plates covering construction, and railroad tracks like the 
plague! They can be as slick as ice if you try to turn or stop on them. If you absolutely must cross them, 
do so straight up and down while trying to avoid any steering, acceleration, or braking input. 
 At intersections, you should also do your best to avoid the center of the lane and, instead, stick 
to the car tire tracks. Any place that cars stop can accumulate oil drippings in the center of the lane 
while the tire tracks tend to be cleaner. 
 Be extra careful when crossing through puddles. Unless you can follow the tracks of a car im-
mediately in front of you, you never know what lurks below the deceptively smooth surface of a pud-
dle. It could be a huge pothole. 
 Once it stops raining, start looking for dry lines on the road. These will usually appear in the 
tire tracks first. In corners, look to the tire tracks on the outside of the turn. 
4. Maintain your motorcycle  Proper maintenance of your machinery is important in every riding 
situation, but it plays a surprisingly big role in wet weather riding. Track your tire wear. When the wear 
bars begin to show, you will begin to have compromised traction in your tires if there is water on the 
road. The same is true of maintaining proper air pressure in your tires. Manufacturers design the tire 
tread to operate with a particular contact patch shape. If your tires are either over- or under-inflated, 
you’ll have less traction available because the grooves can’t channel the water away as effectively. 
 Believe it or not, an improperly adjusted chain can also affect your available rear wheel grip. 
Excessive chain slack can abruptly transfer power to the rear wheel, causing it to break traction – some-
thing you don’t want to do when going around a corner. 
5. Improve your vision  
 During rain, your vision is impaired by many factors. So, anything you can do to keep your  
vision clear is important. First, don’t wear a tinted visor. It’s already darker in the rain. Why further 
reduce the amount of light that reaches your eyes? 
 The build-up of water droplets on the exterior of your visor is one of the biggest impediments 
for your vision. Ironically, it is more of an issue in light rain (or mist coming off the vehicles in front of 
you) than in a more continuous rain. The reason being that the smaller droplets can build up more 
densely on your visor. At low, around-town speeds, the best remedy is to wipe your visor with your 
glove. Some waterproof gloves even feature a wiper blade built-in to a finger for this purpose. At high-
way speeds, briefly turning your head left and right will allow the air-flow to push the droplets off your 
visor. 
 If you live in an environment where it frequently rains, treat your visor with a hydrophobic  
fluid such as Rain-X. This can help minimize the amount of water that will attach itself to your visor. 
 The other major contributor to poor vision in the rain is fog on the inside of the visor. More and 
more helmets come with pins to accommodate Pinlock anti-fog insert lenses. They are well worth the 
approximately $39.00 they cost. 
If there is not a Pinlock lens available for your helmet, you can treat the inside of your visor with an anti
-fog coating. Cat Crap is a popular brand that can be found at many outdoor products retailers. Simply 
apply it to the visor interior and buff away the excess, and your fogging problems should be minimized. 
 If you follow these tips, you’ll find that riding in the rain is much more pleasurable. While you 
may not learn to love riding in the rain, you may find yourself parking your bike less when the weather 
report calls for something other than sunshine. 
http://www.motorcycle.com/safety/new-rider-5-tips-riding-rain.html 
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WEEKLY EVENTS 

 
One Mon Mob of Brothers MC   
Open House @ Lone legion 
Mon  Dinner 6:30 States MC  
Pompano Clubhouse 
 
Once a Month Tues  Lone  Legion 
MC Brotherhood Open House 
2nd Tues Jupiter Moose Bike Night 
 
1st Wed, Bike Night @ the Beach 
Gill Mill Jensen Beach 
3rd Wed States MC Lake Worth 
Open House 8pm  
Wed Island Jack’s Bike Night with 
Gorilla Motors 
Wed Chit Chat’s bike night 7pm 
Free BBQ, music 
 
Thurs Once a month Black  
Pistons MC WPB Open House 
1st Thurs PBH Abacoa Bike Night 
2nd Thurs TBS Bike Night  
Tequesta 
3rd Thurs Palm Beach Harley  
Davidson Bike Night 5-9 PM 
3rd Thurs Treasure Coast Harley 
Bike Night 

Last Thurs Turboz/Ralph’s Bike 
Night Jupiter 
 
1st Fri Soldiers for Jesus Open 
House  
1st Fri Ink Link Bike Night 
1st Fri Enforcers MC Party 
Fri Twice a Month AOA MC WPB 
Open Houses 
 
SAT HOG Morning  Palm Beach 
Harley and often other events and 
bikini bike washes Grill Days 
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ABATE of FL 
Inc.  

PALM BEACH 
CHAPTER  

MEETINGS 
11:30 AM  V.F.W. Post 
4143 at 2404 Broadway, 
Riviera Beach 561-844-

5718. From I 95 exit Blue 
Heron Blvd. go east to 

Broadway (Federal Hwy., 
US- 1) turn right, go south 1 
block the V.F.W. is on the 
east side. Look for the flag. 
 3rd Sun. April 15 
3rd Sun. May 20 
3rd Sun. June 17 

THIRD 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
MOB  
Open House  

3 
Tequesta TBS 
Bike Night  

4 Island 

Jack’s, 
Chit Chat’s,  
Gin Mill 
Bike Nights 

5 
Black Pistons  
Open House  
Abacoa PBH 
Bike Night 

6 

Ink Link Bike 
Night 
Soldiers for  
Jesus MC  
Open House 

7 
VFW 9610   
Poker Run 

8 
States LW MC 
Cruise Raffle 
Party 
Lake Co, Iron 
Horse Roundup 

9 10 
Lone Legion  
Open House  

11 Island 

Jack’s, 
Chit Chat’s, 
Bike Nights 

12 Vintage  

Iron Bike Night 
Jupiter Moose 
Bight Night 

13 
AOA WPB  
Open House  

14 State  
ABATE  
Meeting  

15 Palm 

Bch ABATE 
Meeting  
Pompano 
States MC 
Annual 

16 17 18 States 

LW Open 
House 
Island Jack’s, 
Chit Chat’s, 
Bike Nights 
Southeast  

Police Rodeo 
Pompano 

19 
Palm Beach 
Harley Bike 
Night 

Southeast  
Police Rodeo 

Pompano 

20 
Bikes on the  
Beach Miami  

Southeast  
Police Rodeo 

Pompano 

21 
Bikes on the  
Beach Miami  

Southeast  
Police Rodeo 

Pompano 

22 
Bikes on the  
Beach Miami  

23 24 25 Island 

Jack’s, 
Chit Chat’s, 
Bike Nights 

26Ralphs /
Turboz Bike 
Night 

27 
AOA WPB  
Open House  
Leesburg  
Bikefest 

28 
Leesburg  
Bikefest 

29 
Leesburg  
Bikefest 

30      

April 2018 



19  ISSUE 152 2018-4        PALM BEACH.ABATEFLORIDA.COM           APRIL 2018       

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Tequesta TBS 
Bike Night  

2 Island 

Jack’s, 
Chit Chat’s,  
Gin Mill 
Bike Nights 

3 
Abacoa PBH 
Bike Night 

4 
Ink Link Bike 
Night 
Soldiers for  
Jesus MC  
Open House 

5 

6 7 8 9 Island 

Jack’s, 
Chit Chat’s,  
Gin Mill 
Bike Nights 

10 Vintage  

Iron Bike Night 
Jupiter Moose 
Bight Night 

11 12 

13 14 15 16 States 

LW Open 
House 
Island Jack’s, 
Chit Chat’s, 
Bike Nights 

17 
Palm Beach 
Harley Bike 
Night 

18 19 

20 Palm 

Bch ABATE 
Meeting  
Rock n Roll 
Sunday 
Lighthouse 
ABATE Bike 
Blessing 

21 22 23 Island 

Jack’s, 
Chit Chat’s,  
Gin Mill 
Bike Nights 

24 
Maggie Valley 
Rally 

  

25 
Maggie Valley 
Rally 

26 
Maggie Valley 
Rally 

27 28 29 30 Island 

Jack’s, 
Chit Chat’s,  
Gin Mill 
Bike Nights 

31 
Ralphs /
Turboz Bike 
Night 

  

May 2018 
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DELEGATE  REPORT  STATE  
MEETINGS  

Host Chapter Host Chapter Host Chapter Host Chapter     
& Location& Location& Location& Location 

April 14 Peace River 

June 9 Lighthouse 

July 14-15 Leadership 

Seminars 

August 11 N. Orlando 

Oct. 13 Gulf Coast 

Dec.8 Gator Ally 

 ABATE of FL 
Inc. Palm Beach 

Chapter 

GBNF 
  

Ed “Gunner” Bassett 
Frank “Pipes” Cook 

 Robert “Torch” Lyle 
 Niurka Crespo 

 Phil Moore 
 Michael Steffy  

Tom “Ramblin’Man”  
Botticelli 

Karen Watkins 
“Bones” Maurice Clark 

Hamish and Slo Mo will be driving over for the Delegate meeting 
and returning same day for our chapter meeting the next day.  
Debi has to be there for the Board meeting so will be leaving   
earlier.  She want to ride over so she could use some company.  If 
anyone want to ride with her give her a call. 
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Precinct Finder (https://www.pbcelections.org/PrecinctFinder.aspx) Palm 
Beach Elections Site  - put in your address and get ALL your Election  
Information and look under My Districts for your representatives.  
In these sidebars Underlined District # , names link in the online version. 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
DAN “SLOW-MOTION” HENDERSON 

FEDERAL 
  U.S. Senators 
Bill Nelson 
Patrick Murphy 
 
U.S. HOUSE 
 
District 18 
      Brian Mast (R) 
 
District 20 
     Alcee Hastings 
  
District 21 
     Lois Frankel 
  
District 22 
     Ted Deutch 
  

PALM  BEACH Co. 
FL House of 
Representatives 
 
D81  Joseph Abruzzo (D) 
850-717-5081 Tallahassee 
561-470-2086 Boca/Belle Glade 
  
D82  Mary Lynn Magar (R) 
850-717-5082 Tallahassee 
772-545-3481 Hove Sound 
  
D85  Rich Roth (R) 
850-717-5085 Tallahassee 
561-625-5176 Palm Bch Grdens 
  
D86  Matt Willhite (D) 
850-717-5086 Tallahassee 
561-791-4071(2) WPB 
  
D87  David Silvers (D) 
850-717-5085 Tallahassee 
No local office info yet 
  
D88  Al Jacquet (D) 
850-717-5088 Tallahassee 
no phone yet West Palm Bch 
  
D89   Bill Hager (R) 
850-717-5089Tallahassee 
561-470-6607 Boca Raton 
  
D90   Lori Berman  (D) 
850-717-5090 Tallahassee 
561-374-7850 Boynton Bch 
  
D91   Emily Slosberg (D) 
850-717-5087 Tallahassee 
561-496-5940 Delray Beach 
 

Palm Beach County 
FL Senators  
 
D25   Joe Negron (R) 
850-487-5025 Tallahassee 
888-759-0791 Palm City 
 
D29 Kevin Rader (D) 
850-487-5029 Tallahassee 
561-443-8170 Boca Raton 
  
D30   Bobby Powell (D) 
850-487-500 Tallahassee 
561-650-6880 WP Bch 
  
D31   
850-487-5031 Tallahassee 
561-540-1140 Lake Worth 

PLAN FOR ARMED TEACHERS 
CAUSES POLITICAL RIFTS 
February 28, 2018 Dara Kam  MSD 
TALLAHASSEE --- A controversial 
proposal that would allow armed 
teachers in schools has led to biparti-
san bickering and prompted accusa-
tions that people in both parties are 
making political pawns of victims of 
this month’s catastrophic shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School that left 14 students and three 
faculty members dead. 
 The mother of a slain teacher, 
black legislators and Florida Demo-
crats are pushing back against the 
proposal, which would allow teachers 
with special training to bring guns to 
schools and is an element of sweeping 
school safety measures slated for de-
bate Friday in the House and Senate. 
 With the legislative session 
scheduled to end March 9, House and 
Senate leaders are scurrying to pass a 
school-safety bill, sparked by the Feb. 
14 mass shooting at the high school in 
the Broward County community of 
Parkland. 
 The House and Senate pro-
posals include funds for mental-health 
screening and treatment in schools as 
well as money to “harden” schools and 
add more school resource officers. 
 Also, the bills would raise the 
required age from 18 to 21 and impose 
a three-day waiting period to purchase 
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rifles and other long guns and would give law enforcement officials the ability to remove guns 
from people who pose a danger to themselves or others. 
 But the measures are drawing criticism from all corners. 
Linda Beigel Schulman, whose son, Scott Beigel, died protecting students from a hail of bullets 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas, said she and others are being manipulated by politicians far 
more sophisticated than the Parkland community members. 
          “I feel like sometimes we’re being used,” Schulman told reporters Wednesday afternoon. 
 Lawmakers have earmarked $67 million for what has been dubbed the “school        
marshal” program that could lead to armed teachers. Gov. Rick Scott has not included such a 
program in his school-safety proposal and has repeatedly said he opposes arming teachers. 
 Under the Senate version, school boards and school superintendents would have to 
agree to the marshal program, and county sheriffs would be responsible for training and     
deputizing teachers or other school personnel who volunteer. But sheriffs would not be re-
quired to place volunteer marshals inside schools. 
 In contrast, the House plan was amended Tuesday to require sheriffs to implement the 
program, if school districts decide they want to use it. The move angered Democrats, who 
were already frustrated that the GOP-backed plan failed to include a ban on assault-style 
weapons. 
 The marshal program --- rejected by Scott again on Wednesday --- has heightened  
tension on the already controversial package, splitting Democrats who are torn about whether 
to support the package without the ban on assault-style weapons. Republican House members 
also are in a sticky spot as they decide whether to vote against the powerful National Rifle   
Association, which opposes the bills, or vote against a measure framed by GOP leaders as 
essential for making schools safer. 
Schulman told Senate Democrats early Wednesday that many parents who testified in support 
of the House proposal Tuesday were unaware of how the bill (HB 7101) had been altered. 
 “We’ve been very misled,” Schulman said, adding that the night before the bill was 
amended, lawmakers promised her and other parents that it would not be changed. They    
endorsed the bill “not knowing what was thrown into it,” she said. 
 “When I told people after, they were mortified. So here we’re supporting one thing and 
something else is there. I don’t know how we can be told the truth, if there’s such a thing at this 
point,” Schulman said. 
 But House Rules & Policy Chairman Jose Oliva, a Miami Lakes Republican who was 
among the lawmakers who met with more than 100 parents and others from the Parkland  
community at a dinner Monday night, said he didn’t promise the grieving family members that 
the bill would remain as is. 
“We’re in a highly charged environment. People are highly charged about what they think the 
solutions are and what works and what doesn’t,” Oliva told reporters Wednesday afternoon. 
 Oliva said he met with some of the parents after the House proposal was amended, 
and they did not share Schulman’s reaction. He called the bill a compromise. 
 “That’s the thing with compromise. You’re going to get people on both sides of the aisle 
that are not happy about it,” he said. 
 Oliva said people “on all sides” are politicizing the legislation. 
“This is a compromise bill that has been put together, but the politics around it are toxic, and 
people are taking advantage of the opportunity,” he said. 
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 Some Republicans oppose the bills because they “feel this infringes upon a right for a 
group of people that were not responsible for this,” according to Oliva. 
 Democrats in both chambers are split on the measures. 
 “I’m totally mixed,” Rep. Lori Berman, D-Lantana, told The News Service of Florida 
Wednesday evening. Berman said she voted for the bill in committee Tuesday, in part after 
hearing the support of teachers, parents, school board members and others. 
 But after listening Wednesday to Schulman, Berman, who said she opposes “arming 
teachers,” is even more ambivalent. 
 “I’m still not sure how I’m going to vote when it’s on the House floor. It’s not just South 
Florida Democrats who are conflicted. I think we’re all internally conflicted,” she said. 
 For other Democrats, a “no” vote is simple. 
 Senate Minority Leader Oscar Braynon, who is black, called the program “a recipe for 
disaster,” in part because he fears it could endanger minority students. 
 The House and Senate plans already have additional funding --- $75 million in the 
Senate proposal, and nearly $100 million in the House measure --- that schools can use for 
resource officers. The legislation also includes up to $100 million for mental- health screening 
and services and up to $95 million for school hardening grants. 
 The school marshal program backed by the Republican leaders is “icing on the cake,” 
Braynon said. 
 “And I’m going to say it, this icing hurts little black children. And you’re telling me, I 
don’t care. I like icing anyway. And that is what has pissed me off and made me so angry and 
it also made me sad. Because it almost implies that someone else’s children are more        
important than my children,” he said. 
  While the House and Senate Democratic caucuses haven’t taken a position on the 
measures, the Florida Legislative Black Caucus came out Wednesday in opposition. 
 Sen. Perry Thurston, chairman of the caucus, said black lawmakers fear that the    
marshal program could worsen what he called a crisis in the black community regarding how 
law enforcement treats minority children. 
 While mass shootings in schools “happen way too often,” they don’t occur as           
frequently “as the shootings that our kids see in their own community,” Thurston said, adding 
the black caucus wants more resources directed to minority communities instead of a program 
that arms teachers. 
Schulman, the grieving mother, asked officials on both sides of the aisle to “do what’s right.” 
 “Could you just erase your minds, erase your political affiliations? You can’t put your-
self in our place. It’s an impossibility. But without all the other stuff, just be human. Do what’s 
right. Not do what’s going to get you elected in November,” she said. 
 
 
Not much else got press from the Florida Legislative session, in fact since the Stoneman  
Douglas shooting in Parkland the focus in both our State and the Federal Legislative has been 
gun control and school safety.  Both State Rep Bryan Mast and Senator Nelson sent out emails 
on that.  Next are the MRF reports that Brit Bike Mike shared with me.  Thanks Mike 
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Federal News MRF Motorcycle Rights Foundation 
 NEWS FROM THE HILL – Ethanol Meetings, Insider Info on  
Infrastructure, Plus Self Driving Car Updates 
 With all the recent media on possible ethanol reform, coupled with the release of the GREENER 
Fuels Act that I reported on last week, I figured I would go to the source. In this case that source was a 
key staffer from Texas Senator John Cornyn’s office. First, I think Senator Cornyn may be the perfect 
peacemaker this issue needs. Why is that? His staffer and I discussed that out of all the dogs in this fight, 
the state of Texas is home to corn farmers and oil companies (arch enemies on this issue) PLUS Texas is 
one of the biggest states for riding. Lot and lots of riders in Texas! So here is what his staffer shared: 
The GREENER Fuels Act isn’t going anywhere. It’s a “marker” bill meaning it’s a line in sand. Senator 
Cornyn is and has been working on a RFS reform bill for the last 2 years. And though at this juncture 
the staffer wasn’t able to give me specific language, what he did say is that its probably going to make 
everyone (corn, oil, etc.) a little mad. And you know what they say in Washington – if everyone is a lit-
tle mad, then you’ve probably done something right. So what does that mean for us? Well that’s still to 
be determined, but I think when we get to the point where I can review language, I imagine it will put us 
in a better place than we are in now and will help to ensure that the integrity of our motorcycle engines 
are protected while still keeping corn farmers happy. More to come…. 
 Five Cabinet secretaries made a show of force Wednesday  before the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee in favor of the White House's infrastructure plan, urging lawmakers to reimagine the federal role 
in projects ranging from bridges to roads. The inside scoop? I was told this morning from the horse’s 
mouth, Congressman Jeff Denham from California, (himself a motorcycle rider and potential future 
Chairman of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee) that there are bipartisan discussions go-
ing on right now on an infrastructure package and that they are actually going very well and making pro-
gress. BUT – he doesn’t see this moving this year. 2019 though is a REAL and STRONG possibility. 
But he thinks the price tag for the whole thing will be closer to $400 billion rather than $200 billion to 
make a real difference and solve the highway trust fund issue. And that in order to pay for that – EVE-
RYTHING is on the table….gas tax, toll roads, public-private partnerships, etc. This is a long-term issue 
that the MRF will continue to stay plugged in on. 
 Sens. Tom Udall (D-N.M.) and Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) joined the three known holdouts, 
Senators Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.), Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) and Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.), 
in a letter detailing their concerns with the current autonomous vehicles bill in the Senate. Chairman 
John Thune (R-S.D.) and his co-sponsor, Sen. Gary Peters (D-Mich.), have been working through mem-
bers issues to try to prepare the bill for expedited floor action. The letter detailed concerns about the 
ability for states to act on safety. (Link to letter here: AV letter.jpg) This gets complicated – this is one 
of the few instances where WE WANT the federal government to have the final say on what constitutes 
a “safe” autonomous vehicle. Why? Because the Senate legislation currently requires motorcyclists to be 
a component of that safety check. If left into the hands of the states, you could have 50 different laws 
and not all of them may ensure that motorcycles are taken into consideration. Peters and Thune are still 
committed to advancing the bill – when I asked Peters staff they told me that they were still trying to 
find a path forward and working on a “regular basis” to move the legislation. 
 
EXECUTIVE & REGULATORY UPDATES: Trumps Scraps Ethanol Meeting & NHTSA Talks 
Drugs 
 A meeting planned for Monday at the White House to try to resolve the current impasse over the 
ethanol debacle was canceled, according to my friend who is a lobbyist for ethanol. (Don’t hate me – I 
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knew him way back when he was a staffer on the Hill…our kids play together!!!!) What was the reason 
for the cancellation? A recent settlement with Philadelphia Energy Solutions and EPA over the issue is 
making some think that the issue is going to fall off President Trump’s plate.  The settlement is basically 
easing the refiner's obligations when it comes to blending ethanol into their fuel. The company couldn’t 
make it happen because it was too costly. And now that this is solved, there is zero compelling rationale 
for administration to spend more time trying to jump through         regulatory hoops to fix concerns over 
ethanol. The best bet? Let John Cornyn’s work on a compromise bill have some oxygen. (refer to the 
first paragraph of this bulletin for reference). 
 This week NHTSA launched a new initiative: combatting drug impaired driving. And its not just 
pot… Prescription drugs and over-the-counter medications can cause impairment alone or in combina-
tion with each   other and/or with alcohol. In NHTSA’s National Roadside Survey conducted in 2013-
2014, 20 percent of drivers surveyed tested positive for potentially impairing drugs. The initiative was 
unveiled at a summit I monitored this week. Topics discussed at the summit included enforcing driving 
under the influence of drugs (DUID) laws, collecting data and tracking DUIDs, testing and measuring 
driver impairment levels, and best practices for educating the public on the risk of drug-impaired driv-
ing. We are watching this from a high level – let me know if this is or isn’t of interest to you. Remem-
ber, I work for YOU! 
 
STATE NEWS – Personal Disguises Legislation Advances in Arizona 
 Riders in Arizona sent out a Call to Action this week – HB2007 would impose harsh penalties 
on        protesters who wear masks or disguises. The bill was heard in the Senate and passed, and the 
next step is a final floor vote. Arizona riders are fighting this citing concerns over being prosecuted with 
a felony if they are wearing a bandana which is often worn to protect a rider’s face from the sun. We’ll 
keep you posted as we get updates from the Grand Canyon State.  
 
MRF NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS – 
 No big grandiose announcement or news from me this week – just burning the midnight oil as 
we prepare for Bikers Inside the Beltway and continue running all over D.C. to make sure the biker’s 
voice is heard! 
 It will be quiet for the next 3 weeks from me – I’m traveling to Minnesota next week for 
STEAM – an annual conference and fundraiser for the MRF. If you are in the area, its not too late to 
sign up: https://www.abatemn.org/events/29th-annual-heartland-steam-conference  
 Then Congress shuts down for 2 weeks to go on spring break. I’ll be on spring break too – head-
ed to  Savannah Georgia for some food and fun with the family. I’ll be back in touch after Easter with 
more news from D.C. In the meantime, ride safe and…. 
 

March 12, 2018 Motorcycle Riders Foundation Responds to 
NHTSA Document on Motorcycle Fatalities 
WASHINGTON, DC – Today, the Motorcycle Riders Foundation released its latest iteration of “Fact or 
Fiction” a document that takes a closer look at a government fact sheet concerning motorcycle injuries 
and fatalities. 
 In February, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration released a Traffic Safety Facts 
document specific to motorcycles. The information is extrapolated from the Fatality Analysis Reporting 
System (FARS) which is a census of fatal crashes in all 50 States. Though the information in the fact 
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sheet is contained in a larger agency document, motorcycle-specific information is collated into its own 
publication. 
 After reviewing and analyzing the document, the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) quickly 
issued a statement and updated its “Fact or Fiction” paper, reacting to the NHTSA publication. Since 
2010, the group has made a conscious effort to understand, analyze and provide additional context to 
government-issued statistics.  According to the MRF’s Director of Motorcycle Safety and Vice-
President of the Board of Directors Jay Jackson, this effort helps set the record straight and gives the 
broader motorcycle community a better understanding of where potential concerns may be identified. 
 The latest iteration of Fact or Fiction drills down on the data itself, raising concerns that the sta-
tistics also include mopeds, scooters and off-road bikes and therefore is not necessarily indicative of a 
factual problem.      Further, that data should not be used in any serious discussion on ways to reduce 
motorcycle traffic fatalities      because its bringing in very different classes of motorbikes, some of 
which are not even used for street riding.   Another interesting statement from the publication takes a 
deeper dive on alcohol impairment and motorcycles. Though NHTSA cites that 25% of motorcyclists 
were killed in a crash involving alcohol, it does not mention that in passenger vehicles this figure was 
28% in comparison. By not including this, it suggests to the reader that     impaired driving is unique to 
motorcycles when in fact, it’s a broader passenger vehicle problem. 
 When asked for comment, President and Chairman of the Board for the Motorcycle Riders 
Foundation Kirk ‘Hardtail’ Willard explained, “We think it's important for the public to understand the 
full context of these kinds of government publications. I view it as a knowledge versus wisdom argu-
ment:  knowledge is knowing that a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.” 
The NHTSA publication can be viewed here:  
https://crashstats.nhtsa.dot.gov/Api/Public/ViewPublication/812492 
The MRF’s 2018 Fact or Fiction document can be viewed here along with previous iterations: 
https://www.mrf.org/fact-or-fiction/  
 
 

March 10 RIDING FREE FROM DC: Your Weekly Biker 
Bulletin from Inside the Beltway 

NEWS FROM THE HILL – Dueling Hearings on Critical Issues – Ethanol and Highways Plus A New 
Legislative Alert 
 On Wednesday, the Energy and Commerce Committee held a hearing entitled, “The Future of 
Transportation Fuels and Vehicles.” It caught my eye…and for good reason. I showed up to the hearing 
which was chaired by Rep. Shimkus - a power player from Illinois. Which is also a corn state. “Today, 
we will take a look at the current state of affairs and projected changes to transportation fuels and the 
vehicles they power,” said Shimkus, adding that he was aware of exciting work being done concerning 
internal combustion engines via the Co-Optima study, which looked at an integrated approach to new 
high-octane fuels and internal combustion engines optimized to run on them. All of these things he 
mentioned should be buzz words for rider: “changes to transportation fuels” that’s things like higher 
ethanol blends of gasoline and electric vehicles. “Internal combustion engines” – that’s one of the chief 
concerns from riders - that these higher ethanol blends do damage to a motorcycle’s engine. And then 
there were the buzz words important to the lawmakers like “impact on the consumer” and “prices at the 
pump”. Representatives Bill Johnson (OH) and Buddy Carter (GA) were the most vocal when the dis-
cussion turned to potential damaging effects on smaller engines. Whereas Representative Loebsack 
from Iowa sang a different tune spouting the benefits of ethanol including more money for American 
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farmers, and cheaper prices at the pump. From my vantage point in the hearing room the 2 hour+ dis-
cussion only added more fuel (pardon the pun) to a very complicated fire…. 
 And just down the hall, the Highways and Transit Subcommittee held its own hearing to hear 
views of transportation stakeholders regarding the benefits to the nation of long-term funding for high-
ways and transit programs. I ran down the hill intermittently between the 2 hearings that were scheduled 
for the same time. Though most of my time was spent in the ethanol hearing, I did catch some interest-
ing tidbits from the transportation hearing…. once again the Highway Trust Fund is facing insolven-
cy.  Many are still hopeful that President’s Trump Infrastructure Plan could help address this issue as 
well as heal some crumbling infrastructure facing our nation. But who pays for it and how continue to 
be the biggest obstacles. The point was made throughout the hearing that long-term certainty and stabil-
ity in infrastructure funding is critical for states. Without this stability, the American people face the 
consequences. Highway and transit projects get delayed, project costs go up, and drivers (and riders!) 
continue to suffer the impacts of congestion and inefficiency on our nation’s roadways. 
 I reported last week that the discussion over ethanol got heated when President Trump got in-
volved, calling a meeting at the White House to try and broker a deal. No such deal was made…so now 
we’re starting to see a flurry of congressional activity. Sen. John Cornyn (TX) is supposedly releasing a 
bill overhauling the program, but in the meantime, Democrats have decided they're done waiting. On 
Thursday, Sen. Tom Udall (NM) and Rep. Peter Welch (VT) released The GREENER Fuels Act in both 
the House and Senate which would overhaul federal government’s ethanol mandate in an attempt to re-
duce incentives for corn-based ethanol and similar biofuels. The legislation aims to boost so-called sec-
ond-generation biofuels, those made from feedstock like waste products and woody crops. TBD if this 
will go anywhere – me thinks not. Why? Because they’re Democrats, neither of which have the majority 
in either Chamber and also, because there is no shortage of legislation to address the Renewable Fuel 
Standard…what is lacking is the will power and agreement to take ANY of those bills up for debate. 
We’re watching closely for you and still making sure Congress knows that riders across America have 
concerns… 
 

EXECUTIVE & REGULATORY UPDATES: Traffic Safety Facts Annual 
Tables Plus My Meeting with the Head of NHTSA 
 This week, The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) released a new in-
teractive online portal for its annual traffic safety report - Traffic Safety Facts: A Compilation of Motor 
Vehicle Crash Data from the Fatality Analysis Reporting System and the General Estimates System. 
This portal gives users the ability to generate a number of statistics about traffic crashes including mo-
torcycles. I did a quick search for motorcycles to see what I could come up with – here are some inter-
esting factoids…about 55% of all motorcycle crashes     involved another vehicle in transit, 23% were 
collisions with a fixed object, while the remaining were non-collisions – i.e. the bike went down, de-
spite not hitting anything. Check it out yourself: 
 The portal can be accessed at: https://cdan.nhtsa.gov/TSFTables/TSFAR.htm  
I got a chance to sit down with the head of NHTSA yesterday, Deputy Administrator Heidi King. All in 
all we had a good conversation. I shared with her our concerns over the autonomous vehicles guidance 
and the lack of mention of motorcyclists. After explaining my points, I presented her with a study and 
news articles that demonstrate instances where cars on “autopilot” or cars with automatic emergency 
braking are hitting riders. She expressed what I interpreted as sincere concern and said she would be 
willing to open up the guidance and make changes. I gave her the language we would like and she said 
we should see activity on this from NHTSA in the next 30-60 days. We shall see. But I was encouraged! 
Then she asked us a favor…2 favors actually. The first is her pet issue of drugged driving. She says the 
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Administration is concerned that while drunk driving is on the decline, drugged driving is more preva-
lent than ever as states start to legalize marijuana. She asked what, if anything, were our state motorcy-
cle rights partners doing to address this (i.e. Ride Straight initiatives etc.) and could we at the national 
level also send a message? The second favor was that she wanted a list – a list of all the things that the 
State Highway Safety Offices are doing RIGHT and a list of what they are doing WRONG. I warned her 
that the latter category mail be a long list…but she still said she wanted it. I need to noodle on this and 
figure out the best way to collect this information. If you have ideas or thoughts or suggestions about 
this – shoot me an email. I think we should play ball on this with her. I don’t know what, if anything, 
will come of it, but we always yell that we want a seat at the table, and now we have it – so we should 
probably have some stuff ready to talk about… 

INDUSTRY 
 The big news in Washington this week was the announcement by President Donald Trump to 
impose tariffs of 25 percent on steel imports and 10 percent on aluminum, with provisional exceptions 
for Canada and Mexico. The tariffs are likely to trigger a trade war with the European Union, China and 
other countries unless they are also exempted. Wait, Megan, what the hell does this have to do with mo-
torcycles? I’m getting to it!!!  In the past when similar activities occurred the European Union retaliated 
with their own tariffs …on Harley-Davidson Motorcycles. Okay…still…Megan, what does this have to 
do with me? Stay with me…the potential concern is that if Europe DOES do this and taxes Harley, they 
(meaning Harley) will have to pass on those costs to their customer. And THAT is where it COULD 
impact you. We will continue to watch this and also work with our counterparts in Europe. The Europe-
an motorcycle associations are already delivering the message that motorcycles should be excluded from 
the list of retaliation measures. 
RIDE FREE-  Megan Ekstrom 
Vice-President of Government Affairs & Public Relations The Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
 

March 2 RIDING FREE FROM DC: Your Weekly Biker 
Bulletin from Inside the Beltway 

 NEWS FROM THE HILL – Self-Driving Car Legislation to Move? Plus Infrastructure Legisla-
tion May Slip off the Agenda… 
 A rumor surfaced in D.C. this week about attaching the self-driving cars legislation to other leg-
islation that was already moving (no pun intended, but you have to love the irony there!) On Wednes-
day, a report surfaced that the Senate bill on autonomous vehicles could end up attached to the must-
pass spending package that will move in the next few weeks. According to the reporter, Sen. Gary Peters 
(D-Mich.) said that work on the autonomous vehicles bill has slowed, and he and Senate Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation Committee Chairman John Thune (R-SD) are considering the possibility of 
attaching it to other “bulletproof” vehicles. Of course, this started a frenzy – I personally spoke with 
staff from Senator Thune’s office who insisted that they are still focused on moving the bill through 
“unanimous consent” – that’s a procedural term which basically means they make sure no one would 
object to it. This way they can skip the whole debate and amendment process which would complicate 
and bog down the bill’s chances of moving. As a reminder, we like the Senate version of the bill because 
it includes language which would not only require technology and automakers to test for responsiveness 
and recognition of motorcycles but would also allow the public to request to see copies of those safety 
reports…a provision your MRF fought hard to get included. Even though the bill doesn’t sound like it 
will move in the next week or two, the rumor kickstarted activity on the measure. I may have a better 
update next week… 
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 Despite all the racket and campaign references to a major infrastructure package from the 
Trump Administration, the reality of its future was put into question this week. Just a week after its offi-
cial unveiling, Senate Majority Whip John Cornyn (R-TX) doesn't think there will be time for his cham-
ber to consider infrastructure this year. Republican Senator John Thune had the same reaction: "It could 
be challenging to get an infrastructure bill done in light of everything else we have to do," he told report-
ers. With the clock ticking, the Senate has a full agenda including passing of the spending package we 
referred to above, plus the incident in Florida last week has mounted pressure on doing something with 
gun control legislation. Not to mention there is that pesky problem with how to handle DACA (pssst: 
that’s stands for the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals and is an immigration policy that allows for 
some folks who entered the country illegally as minor to get a 2-year renewal before deportation). Still 
though, some say that its not a matter of having time…it’s a matter of money. And both are hard to 
come by these days. That major infrastructure package that was unveiled only addressed funding for 
about half, leaving Congress to figure out how to fund the rest. We’ll keep watching as this plays out. I 
don’t think this is the last we will hear on this. 
 

EXECUTIVE & REGULATORY UPDATES: No Deal on Ethanol…Yet? 
Plus Your MRF at the Summit on Autonomous Vehicles 
 This week was a big one for corn farmers and oil refiners (and riders) and their champions in the 
Senate, as Sens. Pat Toomey, Ted Cruz, Joni Ernst and Chuck Grassley held a meeting with President 
Donald Trump and his top advisers to see if there was some kind of deal to be struck in the Renewable 
Fuel Standard (psst: that’s the law that determines how much ethanol needs to be in the nation’s gasoline 
supply). On the table for negotiation? An offer of a package of changes that would include creating bio-
fuel credits for exported ethanol, a cap on credit prices, and a waiver for 15 percent ethanol gasoline 
blends to be sold year-round. All of the proposals would be executed administratively, rather than legis-
latively saving a congressional fight. It would likely have the effect of weakening the amount of ethanol 
circulated in the nation’s gasoline supply but as a tradeoff, would give corn state champions their objec-
tive of being able to sell 15% blends year-round. Despite the interest in striking a deal and meeting, farm 
state lawmakers still held firm against proposals aimed at easing costs borne by oil refineries and in the 
end, a grand bargain wasn’t struck. Its not over yet though… Trump appeared to agree to meet with 
workers from both the ethanol and oil refining industries showing that future meetings and negotiations 
were still a possibility. 
 I spent the bulk of my Thursday at the Department of Transportation (DoT) attending a summit 
on self-diving cars. It was a who’s who at DoT with every major Agency head present including Secre-
tary Elaine Chao. They discussed plans for the next iteration of self-driving car guidance – which is be-
ing referred to as 3.0 and is expected to be released this summer. Attendees got an overview of what to 
expect – the Secretary outlined the 6 principles that would govern the guidance. These included the usu-
al suspects like safety and flexibility but what perked my ears up was the commitment that under this 
Administration, there would NEVER be an instance where non automated vehicles (and yes that in-
cludes motorcycles) would be outlawed or jeopardized. The quote used was, “there will never be univer-
sal implementation of highly autonomous vehicles.” Deep sigh of relief? For now…. 
 
STATE NEWS – Movement on Priority Legislation in Virginia 
 Riders in Virginia are on the verge of a big win - an auxiliary light bill that was introduced at the 
request of the Virginia Coalition of Motorcyclists (VCOM) passed out of the Senate Transportation 
Committee this week. The bill amends state code to allow motorcyclists to take advantage of LED type 
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accent lighting in order to improve visibility to other motorists. The amendment added language man-
dating that any lighting used on the motorcycle must be of a type designed for use on a motor vehi-
cle.  You can read more about the bill at the following link:  
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=181&typ=bil&val=hb1464&submit=GO 
 The next step would be for the bill the pass the full Senate then go back to the House to ap-
prove any changes. At this point, they expect it to go to the Governor’s desk for his signature and be-
come law by July 1 this year. Great work Virginia and keep us posted when it officially becomes law! 
We’ll toast to you! 
 
MRF NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS – 
 I got a chance to hang out with ABATE of Iowa this week. They were in D.C. doing a round 
of meetings with their delegation and were gracious enough to let me tag along to a meet and greet 
with Senator Joni Ernst. We posted about the event of Facebook, there is nothing more I love than see-
ing our community on a first-name and hugging basis with an influential lawmaker – especially Joni 
Ernst who has signed onto our profiling resolution AND is co-chairing the Senate Motorcycle Caucus. 
Of course, that relationship didn’t happen overnight. ABATE of Iowa put WORK into it. They keep in 
close contact with her staff locally and in D.C. They attend Bikers Inside the Beltway as well as do 
their own set of meetings every year and will often send volunteers to help with reelection campaigns. 
The result is that they have a network of powerful and influential lawmakers who call on them, voice 
their issues on the Senate floor and always keep an ear to the ground on their behalf. ABATE of Iowa 
(and many of our SMRO connections) are an example of how to get it done. Its an honor to work 
alongside them. 
 Until next time, enjoy your weekends, ride free and get registered for BITB! 
 
RIDE FREE- Megan Ekstrom  
Vice-President of Government Affairs & Public Relations The Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
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ABATE Palm Beach Chapter Mee�ng Minutes 

Date: 3/25/18 

Mee�ng Called to order at__11:40__AM   _14__Members Present __0__Guest Present 

Mee�ng started with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence 

PRESIDENT: Chapter is in trouble. We need someone to be treasurer and other posi�ons come 

June. Par�cipa�on is way down. Turn out at today’s mee�ng says something. Bike week was 

discussed. Nomina�ons open next month. 
 

VICE PRESIDENT: Nothing to report. 

SECRETARY: Asked if anyone had any objec�ons to last month’s mee�ng minutes as published 

in chapter newsle7er. There were none. Looks like we have no volunteers for posi�ons yet. 

TREASURER: We are good. Gun raffle �ckets are available 

MEMBERSHIP: Currently at 150. 

SARGENT AT ARMS: Nothing to report. 

SAFETY: Not many events happening.   

DELEGATE: Next State mee�ng is April 14 Peace River. See newsle7er for more info. 

LEGISLATIVE: Full report is available in the newsle7er.  Everything is all about school safety 

now, so not much else is happening. 

PR/COMMUNICATIONS: S�ll cannot find a mass email system that’ll work. 

PRODUCTS: S�ll no products person.   

NEWSLETTER: Considering dropping print version to 80 a month now. Submissions needed 

quickly.   

OLD BUSINESS:  Gun �ckets are available. June event is cancelled. 

NEW BUSINESS: Mo�on was made by Nighthawk and seconded by Snooze for dona�on of 

$100. To the VFW Post 4143 for the many �mes we used their facili�es for our mee�ngs. Vote 
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was held and mo�on carried unanimously. 

GOOD OF THE ORDER: Local events happening that day were discussed. April 15 will be States 

MC Pompano Annual. May 3th will be the VFW Riders memorial ride for Bones. May 20th will 

be Rock and Roll Sunday by Nam Knights MC and will be held at Greenacres Park once again 

aEer being at another loca�on the last couple years.   

MEETING ADJOURNED at _12:40 pm_______ 

The next big event is Leesburg Bikefest and Lake County ABATE 

has a great campground to stay at.  They have everything —  

�ki bar, Eagles bar and dining ,and even some vendors 
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A.D.D. INSURANCE POLICY UPDATE  
We all realize the $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment insurance policy if one of the best benefits of  
being an ABATE member. That is one reason to keep your membership up to date. You MUST name someone to 
get the money in case of death to prevent taxes and being in probate court. So when you receive the yellow card 
mailed from our state office, you can complete it and mail to insurance company. Most likely an agent will contact 
you even if you said not to. If they do be, SURE to get their name and number upfront. They do NOT need to visit 
you even to deliver the certificate. If they insist or get push, contact ABATE of FL. main office and report it but 
you MUST have the agents' name and number for action to be taken. Otherwise you may just return the completed 
yellow card to ABATE to have on file. Then be sure your survivors know to contact ABATE for the benefits.  
 STATE OFFICE: ABATE OF Florida, Inc. PO Box 2520, Deland, FL 32721-2520  
 Phone: (386) 943-9610 Fax: same  Email: flabate@bellsouth.net  

WHY JOIN ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.? 
ABATE is a non-profit  Motorcycle Rights Organization whose cause is to EDUCATE the government, motorcy-
clists and the general public on freedom, rights, road safety, and awareness of motorcycles on the road.  
REQUIREMENTS—must be at least 18 years of age. In does not matter what you or even if you ride. You can 
be an independent or member of a club or association. All are welcome at meetings.   
JOIN FOR THE CAUSE. Everything is voluntary, we understand work and family comes first.  We hope you 
can help in any small way, vote and spread the word.  
BENEFITS Your money is used to provide a lobbyist to the state and federal government to watch for our rights 
and freedom. The State MasterLink newsletter every 2 months we bring back from State meeting or read it online. 
The chapter newsletter is available online at palmbeach.abateflorida.com so is in color, with active Internet links 
and zoomable. Members get free classified ads in our newsletters.  
INSURANCE As an active member you have a $4,000 Accidental Death and Dismemberment policy from 
American Income Life. You will get a card  in the mail from state office to register your beneficiary for ADD 
insurance. Do NOT mail it, just be sure your family knows about the policy.  If you send it in and they try to meet 
to sell you more so only if you are interested in more insurance. If they bother you contact our State Office to 
have it stopped.  You can mail to the office as Registered letter to have it done when you family notifies.  Be sure 
to renew in time so are always covered!  It does not have to be a motorcycle accident. 
 MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE Palm Beach Chapter members can get an insurance discount with Leslie Kay 
Progressive insurance company. Contact them for a quote 1-866-367-1788  www.LeslieKays.com   The $3000 
accessory package is normal.  The State has arranged with Coastal Insurance Company to offer members up to 
10% discount and $3000 parts and accessories coverage.  They are at 190 Hwy A1A Suite, Satellite Beach FL .  
Agent Doug Guido’s phone is 888-596-2453. So these are two more options  to compare with your company 
PRIVACY Your email, address and phone are never given out to anyone except State/Chapter executive board.    
EMAILINGS you can be added to a mass mailing which you can op to be removed at end of email.  Usually only 
do twice a month to let you know our Newsletter is online and remind you of chapter meetings.  Local events are 
included and sometimes urgent matters may be included.  No one will see your email  PHONE TEXT  another 
way to communicate with members.  Your phone number may be added to our text alert system  To change or add 
the chapter email is palmbeach.abateflorida@gmail.com  Our website is palmbeach.abateflorida.com 
We have a Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/AbatePalmBeachChapter 

Mail: ABATE - Palm Beach Chapter,  P.O. Box 1256, Loxahatchee, FL 33470  

Another benefit of chapter  membership in ABATE of FL Palm Beach is having a free business card in newsletter 
and free newsletter classified for items to sell or acquire. Support your brothers and sisters when possible,  
Besides a $4.000 ADD insurance policy, discount Leslie Kay insurance, we are looking into other benefits for 
members. We are  always in need of more paid  advertisers so find any business to benefit from our low rates and 
support our newsletter and chapter.  
  Membership  Melissa Limbaugh  561-312-4080  Melissapalmbeachabate@yahoo.com 
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GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 
 
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  

To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all  
motorcyclists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting 
VFW POST 4143 

Third Sunday April 15, 2018 11:30 am 

Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue 

Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US1) turn south and is 1 block on east 

 Our Chapter is 
growing old and 
we need new 
blood to keep it 
alive. If you 
don’t want us to 
die and end your 
rights to be 
watched then 
join, get involved 
and continue the 
fight for our 
freedoms and 
the right to ride 
on safe roads.  


