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President’s Message 
Brothers and Sisters, 

I’d like to begin by thanking all of you that have given so 
much of your time and effort to help firmly establish our 
chapter as a respected member of the motorcycle commu-
nity in Palm Beach we have a lot to be proud of because of you.  As anyone who has 
been active in the building of this chapter can tell you, it is a monumental task that 
can only be accomplished by people coming together to work for a common goal and 
staying the course until each goal had been realized. We have taken giant steps in 
bringing ABATE Palm Beach to the level it is today. We have been one of the most inno-
vative chapters in the state with a long list of firsts that have been recognized by 
many other chapters. It has truly been an honor and a privilege serving as your chap-
ter president, I have watched the transformation from concept to where we are today 
with great pride and admiration. I have been blessed in having been given an opportunity 
to work along side some incredible people that I will always consider my Brothers and 
Sisters. 
 
After seven years as president I have decided not to seek re election. I had made a per-
sonal commitment eight years ago that once the chapter was formed I would stay on as 
president until the right people were in place to take the chapter to the next level 
or for as long as you all would have me. I could not in good conscience walk away 
knowing so many have given so much and worked so hard to establish our presence as 
a chapter to be proud of. After working with our current Board of Directors I am 
confident those people are here now.  
 
Ed “Nighthawk Lattari has shown his ability to take on the responsibilities as Vice 
President and has performed with excellence. I have the utmost respect and admiration 
for Nighthawk who stepped up for the position when the chapter needed him most. His 
contribution in organizing rides, maintaining relations within the chapter and as a rep-
resentative of our chapter in my absence, as well as supporting me when tough deci-
sions had to be made has proved his loyalty to me and a genuine commitment to ABATE 
Palm Bch. His input and insight make him the right man to lead this chapter and take it 
to the next level as president. I look forward to serving with you as your Chapter 
Delegate. 
 
I want to thank RIO, for her selfless dedication and commitment to the success in es-
tablishing this chapter. No one has been more diligent and has done more to help lay 
the foundation upon which we now build on than Alison “RIO” Leiti. From the day the 
first flier was printed to announce the formation of our chapter 8 years ago to the 
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“Stop Texting” appliqués we have just added as part of our safety program. She has 
given so much of her precious personal time often working into the wee hours in 
the morning after working her full time job as a medical transcriptionist without re-
gard for her health and well being. She has always been the one who came through 
when we needed things done and has gone way above and beyond the duties of the 
many different positions she has held to ensure we had what we needed when we 
needed it.  
 
She has served as Treasurer with total competence and unsurpassed integrity, she 
has served as Membership Trustee, developing the system that has worked flaw-
lessly since day one in maintaining accurate records as the chapter grew. She has 
served as Newsletter Editor creating a formula for producing a publication that has 
been used as an example and acclaimed as one of the best in the state. She has also 
served as Products Trustee and developed a system of researching and acquiring 
merchandise and maintaining control of the inventory that has helped to build the 
chapter treasury. She has stepped up to serve as temporary secretary when I 
needed her to, she took on the task of event coordinator when no one else would, 
she designed event fliers and accepted the responsibility of compiling information 
and contacts for vendors and setting up their spaces. Sometimes, doing all this at 
the same time, I can attest to this fact because I was there. Hey, she put up with my 
rants and yellin’ for seven years and I’m still alive! That in itself has got to count 
for her total commitment to keeping the chapter functional. 
I can say without any reservation, without her there would be not have been a Palm 
Beach Chapter. 
 
Thank you from the bottom of my hart.  
 
Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson has been the chapters go to guy ever since day one and 
has become one of the chapters greatest assets. He has spent countless hours set-
ting up and manning our safety table at bike nights from one end of the county to 
the other and often completely on his own. He’s been baked in the sun, soaked by 
the rain, whipped by wind and still remained the Brother I could count on, he has 
gone the extra mile and then some in so many ways and for so long I always felt em-
barrassed to ask him for anything else, but he’s always been there when we needed 
him. He’s been my “wheelman” getting us to state meetings for the past four years; 
he’s been on every run to “Tally”. As our legislative rep, he has stayed on top of 
the local scene as well as at the state level. He has put together drop off informa-
tion packets so we can visit as many representatives as possible when we’ve been in 
Tallahassee, getting our message to the representatives from Palm Beach.  He has 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONT’D 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONT’D 
brought in much-needed advertisers and maintained public relations and promotion in 
all kinds of ways. He became the chapter photographer before I knew we needed one, 
he took on the Web Master position and has done an exceptionally great job of keep-
ing me informed and everyone up to date on what was going on all the time. Thank you 
for your dedication and commitment. I look forward to serving with you as chapter 
delegate in the future. 
 
Pete “Petee” Carroll came on board two years ago and stepped up for Sgt.At Arms. 
He has been the can do guy from that day on. Whenever anything needed to be done at 
the last minute, Petee made it happen. When we needed him to put together a team to 
handle an event, Petee got it done. When we had newsletters to be picked up and dis-
tributed I never had to ask twice I just knew it would be handled. He scouted out 
Renegades and we had one of the best events ever. All in all Petee has performed 
the duty of Sgt.At Arms without fail putting the chapter ahead of his personal life 
more times than I can count. Thank you my Brother.  
 
Debbie “Foxy Babe” Wenger came on board volunteering to serve as Chapter Secre-
tary right before our event in December and jumped right into the fray taking on the 
event coordinator job at the same time. There really was no time to help her learn 
the duties of the position but she never missed a beat. To me it was like finding a rare 
jewel. There was a lot to do and a very short time to do it, Deb just picked up the 
ball and ran with it. She found a band, set up meetings contacted vendors put the 
whole thing together within a month. All this happened during the Christmas Holiday 
Season when everyone else had a million things to do, Debbie put her personal life 
on hold and did a brilliant job of taking care of the fine details we needed to pull 
this off. As chapter secretary she has done an outstanding job of keeping things or-
ganized and making sure I was abreast of when and where I needed to be to take care 
of business. I admire and appreciate you for all you have done.  
 
With Charlie “Niblick” Wenger coming on board as Safety Director and Simon Sez as 
PR Communications Trustee I believe this chapter has everything we need to skyrocket 
into the future. As I close this final message as Chapter President I want to express 
my respect, gratitude and appreciation for all of your support over the years, I am 
humbled by how much you all have given and for all you all have done to make the 
last seven years an amazing experience.  
 
Ride Free, Ride Safe 
 
Strongbow 
president@abatepalmbeach.com       
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety 

Dedicated to  
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road" 

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed 
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. 
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization 
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the leg-

islative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide. 
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 

Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We 
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of 
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we wel-
come your support as a member. 

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE 
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and 
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents, 
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.  

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW 
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to 
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether 
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect 
your rights. 
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our 
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators (ROWV), 
still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use while operat-
ing a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education Courses and 
classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make our voice 
heard as motorcyclists.   

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD" 
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 ac-
tive chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of 
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motor-
cyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential voice in 
raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders will be pri-
marily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County. 
 
For more information contact:  
Strongbow President - 561-302-0879 
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Vice President’s Message 

This month the chapter has a lot going on we have our elections 
coming up at this month’s meeting and our 9th annual freedom Rights 
Rally. Our meeting is scheduled on June 17th Father’s Day. Due to 
the State meeting the weekend before and our event the weekend af-
ter, we couldn’t change the date. I hope even though it’s a holiday, 
you’ll take the time to show up. As you may or may not know, 
Strongbow will not be seeking another term as President and I will 

be stepping up to the position. We have a few positions that are up for grabs and I hope 
your there to vote to decide who will fill these positions. 
   
June 23rd from 4-9pm will be our Annual Freedom Rights Rally being held at Renegades 
on Village Blvd. Make sure you mark your calendars because you won’t want to miss it! 
This is a great opportunity to have a good time while promoting our cause. Make sure to 
tell your friends and family to come out as well. This year we have an awesome band and 
some new twists planned on an old biker favorite, the weenie bite contest! Simon will be 
running the biker games and he knows how to get the crowd going! We will be needing 
people to help out with the event, so please help out if you can. Even if just to give 
someone a break! Regardless just showing up for the fun shows your support. 
   
Unfortunately I have some bad news. Last week our brother Tomcat suffered from a ter-
rible house fire. This is truly a tragedy for one of our own. His house was left in an 
unlivable condition and lost his pets that were very dear to him. Our chapter sprang 
into action as soon as we got the word. I put the word out on what we needed to do to 
help him get through this. I’d like to personally thank everyone that helped out at a 
critical time. Special thanks go out to: Brit Bike Mike, Rocker, Grease Monkey Joe, 
Petee, C.B. and Wildman Mark. Our brother Tomcat has a tough road ahead of him still 
and I hope we can help him get through this. I am proud to be part of a chapter that ca-
res about its members. It’s times like these that we need to be able to count on each 
other to help us get through unexpected tragedies. We will need to be there for him 
until his situation returns to a more normal state. I’ll be counting on your continued 
help.  
  
Many of our members join for the brotherhood of riding and hanging out with our fel-
low bikers. Part of that brotherhood is being there for your brothers during the bad 
times, not just the good times. When things go bad it’s important for all the members to 
try their best to help out any way they can. Sometimes it can be as simple as a little ver-
bal support. You never know, next time the tragedy might be YOURS!! 
   
Well until next month, ride safe and watch your asses out there! 
 
Nighthawk 
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach (561) 309-5412     
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FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK 
 

To:  PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS 
 

Date: JUNE 2012 

It is that time of year again, ELECTIONS for your new board of 
directors and trustees for the chapter for 2012-2013.  Be-

low are your current candidates.  Please remember: To be able to vote your 
membership must be current and you must have your membership card with you. 
 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. leadership meetings are in Clermont, Florida, Saturday 
July 14, 2012.  These seminars are open to any chapter member whether you 
hold a position on the board or not.  They are very informative and it’s a great 
time for the new "Team" of the chapter to get to know each other. 

 
Come out and support your chap-
ter June 23, 2012, at Rene-
gades for our chapter event. 
 
In closing, I would like to say 
what an honor and privilege it 
has been to serve you the chap-
ter members of ABATE Palm 
Beach Chapter for the last 7 
years.  Remember this is your 
chapter and it can only get bet-
ter with the new "Team" with your 
input and participation. Palm 
Beach Chapter has been known 
for its "firsts" within the ABATE 
organization and I am sure this 
will continue in the future.  
From what I hear, our STOP signs 
at the state meeting were a big 
hit once everyone saw what the 
finished product looked like and 
I am sure more chapters will be 
signing on. 
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LEGISLATIVE & DELEGATE REPORT 
 

DAN “SLOW-MOTION” HENDERSON 

By the time you read this The AMA Call to Action will be past.  
I hope some of you responded from Strongbow’s email or my 
posting on our site.  I did contact Congressman West.   “For 
years the most steadfast supporter motorcyclists have had in 
Congress is Rep. James Sensenbrenner, Republican from Wis-

consin. Rep. Sensenbrenner today issued a call for motorcyclists to back him as 
he pushes for passage of legislation prohibiting use of federal funding for mo-
torcycle-only roadside checkpoints.     Sensenbrenner wants the wording of his 
bill, HR 904, to be included in the surface transportation reauthorization con-
ference report. He is sending a letter to the leadership of the committee han-
dling that highway bill. What he is asking of motorcyclists is for them to contact 
their representatives and ask that the reps co-sign his letter.” 

By our meeting, the State Board election results will be in as Strongbow and I 
will cast your vote at June State meeting. 

One of my news sources I use is Google Alerts for motorcycle.  As of late the 
big news has been about boxer Paul William’s crash “ATLANTA -- Boxer Paul Wil-
liams was paralyzed Sunday (May 27) in a motorcycle crash in the Atlanta sub-
urbs and doctors said it is unlikely he will continue his career, his manager said 
Monday.   From the waist down, he has absolutely no movement. … Williams, 30, 
severed his spinal cord after falling on his back and head when he was thrown 
from his motorcycle Sunday morning in Marietta, Ga., …. Williams tried to avoid 
another car in the next lane that was negotiating a curve and then had to maneu-
ver to avoid an oncoming car. ….  Marietta police said in a statement Tuesday 
morning that Williams was driving his modified sport motorcycle too fast for con-
ditions. Police say he could not negotiate a curve, and the bike slammed into the 
embankment.  I know he's going to make a statement after surgery on Wednesday, 
because he's that kind of person," Peterson said. "He's 100 percent coherent and 
still has the will to want to get back on the motorcycle."   Hmm no mention of 
helmet so bet he was wearing one. 
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“A commercial for the Nissan Juke 
about the Japanese manufacturer’s 
crossover automobile’s motorcycle-
inspired center console is sending a 
very anti-motorcycle message. The con-
troversial video (look for it after the 
jump) has the Juke chasing down motor-
cyclists and running them down in a 
parking garage. (http://
blog.motorcycle.com/2011/09/07/
design/nissan-juke-hunts-and-runs-down-
motorcyclists-in-commercial-video/)  
” Nissan says, “In a city full of preda-
tors, prey is never hard to find — es-
pecially when the prey is the predators 
themselves.” The ad portrays a trio of 
motorcyclists as dangerous villains — 
predators in sore need of a good bitch 
slapping. As motorcyclists on the road, 
how often have you felt like the preda-
tor? Not often. In reality, it’s the mo-
torcyclist who is constantly on the 
lookout for four-wheelers who aren’t 
paying attention to their driving. This 
causes situations that prompt us to re-
act quickly in order to avoid the perils 
that go along with riding without 
walls”. From JP Cycles with the video 
at http://blog.jpcycles.com/2012/04/
motorcyclists-arent-targetshow-nissan-
juke-misses-the-mark/  
 
More at :  
http://www.asphaltandrubber.com/news/
nissan-responds-juke-commercial-
controversy/  
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/
business/150940865.html#!
page=2&pageSize=10&sort=newestfir
st  
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SUBMITTED BY:   DAN “SLOW-MOTION” HENDERSON 
 
May 29, 2012 
 
British Columbia, Canada - Industry News From Harley-Davidson 
PowerSports Business 
 
A Harley-Davidson motorcycle, recovered on the coast of British Columbia after 
drifting for more than a year and 4,000 miles across the Pacific Ocean follow-
ing last year’s tsunami in Japan will be preserved by the Harley-Davidson Museum 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as a memorial to the tragedy that claimed more than 
15,000 lives, in accordance with the wishes of its owner, Ikuo Yokoyama. 
 
The remarkable story of the 2004 FXSTB Softail Night Train motorcycle’s sur-
vival and recovery by Canadian Peter Mark made international headlines after he 
found it washed ashore on a remote beach on British Columbia’s Graham Island at 
low tide. Mark discovered the motorcycle, still bearing its Japanese licence 
plate, along with several other items, in the remains of an insulated cargo van 
container where the motorcycle was being stored by Yokoyama prior to the tsu-
nami that struck Japan on March 11, 2011. 
 
Working with news agencies and representatives from Deeley Harley-Davidson Can-
ada, and Harley-Davidson Japan, contact was made with 29-year-old Yokoyama, who 
lost his home and currently lives in temporary housing in Miyagi Prefecture, Ja-
pan. Harley-Davidson Motor Company extended an offer to return the bike to him 
and to restore it to running condition. Still struggling to rebuild his life in the 
aftermath of the disaster, which claimed the lives of three of his relatives, Yo-
koyama respectfully declined. Although grateful for the offer to repatriate his 
motorcycle and touched by the outpouring of support from Harley motorcycle 
riders around the world, Yokoyama’s strong desire instead is for his bike to be 
preserved in the Harley-Davidson Museum, in honour of those whose lives were 
lost or forever changed by the disaster. 
 
“It is truly amazing that my Harley-Davidson motorcycle was recovered in Canada 
after drifting for more than a year,” said Ikuo Yokoyama. “I would like to take 
this opportunity to express my heartfelt appreciation to Peter Mark, the finder 
of my motorcycle. Due to circumstances caused by the disaster, I have been so 
far unable to visit him in Canada to convey my gratitude.” 
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“Since the motorcycle was recovered, I have discussed with many people about 
what to do with it. I would be delighted if it could be preserved in its current 
condition and exhibited to the many visitors to the Harley-Davidson Museum as a 
memorial to a tragedy that claimed thousands of lives. I am very grateful to 
Harley-Davidson for offering me an opportunity to visit the museum, and I would 
like to do that when things have calmed down. At the same time, I would like to 
meet Peter, who recovered my motorcycle, to express my gratitude. Finally, I 
would like to thank all people around the world once again for their whole-
hearted support of the areas hit by the earthquake and tsunami. I would like to 
ask them to help convey messages from the Japanese people about the tragedy 
of the Great East Japan Earthquake, which was a disaster of historic propor-
tions.” 
 
“My heart really goes out to Ikuo Yokoyama and all the survivors of the Tohoku 
earthquake and tsunami for everything that was taken from them. I cannot even 
begin to comprehend the loss of family, friends, and community,” said Peter 
Mark. “I think it is fitting that the Harley (motorcycle), which was swept across 
the Pacific Ocean by the tsunami, will end up in the Harley-Davidson Museum as a 
memorial to that tragic event. It has an interesting and powerful story to convey 
preserved in its current state.” 
 
“I look forward to one day meeting Mr. Yokoyama face-to-face. I would also like 
to express my gratitude to all those that have taken part in the retrieval of the 
motorcycle, especially Ralph Tieleman, Steve Drane, and Deeley Harley-Davidson 
Canada.” 
 
The motorcycle was recovered by Peter Mark along with the help of friends and 
transported to Victoria with support from Ralph Tieleman and Steve Drane of 
Steve Drane Harley-Davidson who commented, “I have always felt that Harley-
Davidson motorcycles have a soul, their owners have an emotional attachment to 
their bikes. I wanted to help reunite this Harley-Davidson with its owner.” It has 
since been transferred to Deeley Harley-Davidson Canada, in Vancouver. Plans 
for its transportation to and display at the Harley-Davidson Museum, are being 
developed. 
 
“The Harley-Davidson Museum is honoured to receive this amazing motorcycle to 
ensure that its condition is preserved and can be displayed as a memorial to the 
Japan tsunami tragedy,” said Bill Davidson, Vice President of the Harley-Davidson 
Museum. 
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NCOM NEWS BYTES 
Abbreviated version 

compiled and edited by Bill Bish 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 

CONGRESS TO CONSIDER MOTORCYCLE-ONLY CHECKPOINTS In Congressional action on 
the federal highway bill, a conference committee has been named to consolidate the 
House-passed bill H.R.4348 and Senate bill S.1813.  Language to prohibit federal 
funding of Motorcycle-Only Roadside Checkpoints is contained in H.R.7, and riders are 
encouraged to contact their congressional members to urge the conference commit-
tee to adopt that wording into the final measure.  
LEGAL BATTLE CONTINUES AGAINST MOTORCYCLE ROADBLOCKS Although the first 
round in the battle that the law firm of Proner & Proner is waging on behalf of mo-
torcyclists to prevent the New York State Police and other agencies from conducting 
motorcycle-only checkpoints was won by the police, A.I.M. (Aid to Injured Motorcy-
clists) Attorney Mitchell Proner believes the judge’s ruling overlooked the evidence 
that motorcyclists were targeted for reasons other than safety. 
  
The challenged checkpoints were set up in proximity to well known motorcycle events. 
Motorcyclists traveling to those events were forced off the roadway by the police, 
regardless of any individualized suspicion, and compelled to undergo inspections. Al-
though the inspections were termed "safety" inspections, the majority of tickets issued 
at the checkpoints were for violations unrelated to safety and the prevention of mo-
torcycle accidents. 
  
The attorneys of Proner and Proner are appealing the District Court decision to the 
2nd Circuit Court of Appeals. On March 21, 2012, Mitch Proner filed a lengthy 
brief arguing that the checkpoints clearly constitute an unreasonable search and sei-
zure under the Fourth Amendment. Oral argument will probably take place this fall 
with a decision soon thereafter. 
  
Proner has vowed to take the fight all the way to the Supreme Court if necessary. As 
a rider himself and a trial lawyer, Proner is intent on defending the rights of all rid-
ers who are being unfairly targeted. "Our right to be free from unreasonable sei-
zures was a gift from our founding fathers which must be defended regardless of 
personal cost."  
SENATOR KLOBUCHAR HONORED FOR PROTECTING RIDERS’ RIGHTS Minnesota Senator 
Amy Klobuchar has been awarded the Motorcycle Industry Council Chairman’s Award 
for her invaluable efforts in stopping the ban on youth ATVs and dirt bikes, and for 
saving the Recreational Trails Program. 
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For more than two years, the powersports industry was banned from selling youth 
sized ATVs, motorcycles and snowmobiles, inadvertently swept up in comprehensive 
legislation known as the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act -- a law intended to 
protect children from harmful lead content in toys. 
  
“When our industry needed a champion, Senator Klobuchar rose to the occasion, 
worked with her colleagues, and led the effort to ensure that youth ATVs, motorcy-
cles and snowmobiles were excluded from the law,” said MIC chairman Larry Little. 
  
Minnesota manufacturer Polaris hosted the award presentation and the company's 
president and CEO Bennett J. Morgan also recognized Klobuchar for her work on a 
critical amendment to the transportation reauthorization legislation known as the Mov-
ing Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act. 
  
Klobuchar, a first-term democrat elected in 2006, also introduced an amendment that 
sought to restore the Recreational Trails Program, which benefits outdoor recrea-
tion including snowmobiling, ATV riding, off-road motorcycling and other off OHV 
use.  
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PENNSYLVANIA PROPOSAL WOULD MANDATE 
SAFETY COURSES FOR YOUNG RIDERS A bill 
aimed at increasing the safety of young mo-
torcycle riders has passed in the Pennsyl-
vania House of Representatives 181-1 and 
is on its way to the Senate. 
  
The legislation sponsored by Rep. Seth 
Grove (R-Dover Township) would require 
anyone seeking a Class M (motorcycle) jun-
ior driver's license to complete a free 

state-approved 15-hour safety course. 
The course "gives younger riders good 
fundamentals," Grove said. 
  
Anyone under 18 would have to take the 
course, which highlights areas such as 
drinking and driving, defensive driving, and 
proper motorcycle techniques.  
"Experience counts when it comes to mo-
torcycle safety," Grove said. "Operating a 
motorcycle is very different than driving 
a car, and my goal is to increase the 
safety and awareness of Pennsylvania's 
young motorcyclists." 
  
Also under Grove's bill, riders on a class M learner's permit and under the age of 
18 must complete 65 hours of practical driving and have held the learner's permit 
for six months before they can take the junior license exam. 
  
Currently, riders have to pass a test in order to get a riders' permit, which is valid 
for one year, and then pass a driving test to get a motorcycle license. 
  
A course, called the Pennsylvania Motorcycle Safety Program, is optional but is not 
required. If a rider takes and passes the course, they automatically receive a class M 
license.  
KANSAS LEGISLATURE STREAMLINES MOTORCYCLE LICENSURE Kansas Governor Sam 
Brownback has approved a measure to allow class M motorcycle license applicants 
who have successfully completed prior motorcycle safety training in accordance 
with Department of Defense instruction 6055.04 (DoDI 6055.04) to receive their 
license without completing further written and driving testing.  House Bill 2459 was 
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sponsored by Rep. Tom Sloan (R-
Lawrence), and was signed into law by 
Gov. Brownback on March 21, 2012.  
PERMANENT MOTORCYCLE WARNING SIGNS 
INSTALLED ACROSS U.S. To kick off Na-
tional Motorcycle Safety Awareness 
Month, “Watch for Motorcycles” signs 
are being donated and installed by 
Allstate Insurance to help prevent mo-
torcycle crashes at intersections. 
  
Currently, there is no standard sign for 

motorcycle awareness, and Allstate aims to standardize warning signs for motorcy-
cle safety to target dangerous intersections in more than 30 cities across the 
country this year. 
  
The yellow, diamond-shaped signs were developed by Allstate as part of its “Once is 
Never Enough” program, an awareness campaign that encourages people to look 
twice for motorcycles at intersections. 
  
The permanently installed signs caution motorists to “Watch for Motorcycles” at 
intersections, which is where most multi-vehicle collisions occur for riders. The 
signs were designed to establish a standardized warning device that can be used by 
any local or state agency and would be recognizable to riders and motorists across 
the country. 
  
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 46% of all multi-
vehicle crashes occur at intersections, oftentimes as a result of a vehicle turning 
left, impeding the motorcyclist’s right-of-way.  
DIXIE ABATE PROMOTES SAFETY & AWARENESS Alabama riders gathered on April 28 
for a police-escorted high-profile ride to the state capitol at high noon to promote 
May as Motorcycle Awareness Month; “This ride should give us publicity to advertise 
to the driving public that they need to work harder to be aware of us as we share 
the road with them this season,” read an official statement from Dixie ABATE, one of 
the newest members of the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM). 
  
“I want to emphasize to drivers of cars and trucks that GOOD DRIVERS JUST DRIVE,” 
Vickie Rumble of Dixie ABATE told WSFA-12 News.  “Our goal is to completely elimi-
nate motorcycle crashes, whatever their cause.” 
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And that's  all  the News that f i ts!  

After the rally, Harley-Davidson of Montgomery graciously offered riders a com-
plimentary lunch, and the Barber Motorsports Museum in Birmingham offered them 
discounted admissions. 
  
Dixie ABATE petitioned the NCOM Board of Directors for membership and was ap-
proved unanimously during the recent NCOM Convention in Indianapolis over Moth-
ers Day weekend. 
  
NCOM proudly welcomes Dixie ABATE as our newest NCOM Member Group, joining in 
unity with more than 2,000 other rider groups, clubs and organizations; including 
Motorcycle Rights Organizations (MROs) from nearly 40 States, and 57 Confedera-
tions of Clubs from 36 States and three Canadian Provinces.  
WEIRD NEWS: MAN SUES BMW FOR GIVING HIM A HARD TIME While an extended state 
of arousal after a motorcycle ride might sound like typical rhetoric of the two 
wheel crowd, one man is now suing BMW Motorrad USA and the maker of an after-
market seat after a motorcycle ride left him with an erection that wouldn't go 
away. 
  
The California man is claiming that a BMW motorcycle and a dealer installed custom 
seat are responsible for causing priapism -- which thanks to TV advertisements for 
erectile dysfunction we now know is an erection lasting four hours or longer. 
  
According to an excerpt from the complaint; "Plaintiff was riding his 1993 BMW 
motorcycle equipped with a Corbin-Pacific seat. The ride lasted approximately two 
hours each way to plaintiff's destination, after which plaintiff developed a severe 
case of priapism. Plaintiff alleges that this condition was caused by the ridge-like 
seat on his motorcycle, negligently designed, manufactured and/or installed by 
defendants.” 
  
The suit filed in the Superior Court of San Francisco County seeks damages for 
lost wages, personal injury, medical expenses, product liability, and negligent in-
fliction of emotional distress. 
  
QUOTABLE QUOTE: "Education's purpose is to replace an empty mind with an open 
one." 
~ Malcolm Forbes (1919-1990) millionaire publisher, recipient of NCOM Silver 
Spoke Award for Commerce in 1988 
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GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 
 
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all motorcy-
clists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting 
VFW POST 4143 

June 17, 2012 
11:30 am 

 

Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue 
Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US1) turn south and is 1 block on east 
side. Bike Parking is on south side of building. 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

P.O. Box 971073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

CHECK YOUR  

EXPIRATION DATE 


