ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.
PALM BEACH CHAPTER
DEDICATED TO FREEDOM OF CHOICE,
FREEDOM OF THE ROAD
ISSUE 2012-05 VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

ABATE
of Florida Inc

A MERICAN
B IKERS
A IMING
T OWARD
E DUCATION

NEXT CHAPTER
MEETING
11:30 AM
Sunday
MAY 20th

LET THOSE WHO
RIDE DECIDE!

MAY 2012

2 ISSUE 2012- 05

VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM

MAY 2012

PRESIDENT
BUDD “STRONGBOW” AUBRY
561-482-4346/CELL 561-302-0879
PRESIDENT@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

VICE PRESIDENT
ED “NIGHTHAWK” LATTARI
561-309-5412
VICEPRESIDENT@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

PRO-TEM SECRETARY - DEBBIE WENGER

TREASURER - ALISON “RIO” LEITI
561-482-4346
TREASURER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

561-847-5331
SECRETARY@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM
SGT-AT-ARMS – PETE “PETEE” CARROLL
561-248-1719
ASST. SGT-AT-ARMS MICHAEL “ZIM” ZIMMER-561-718-6057

MEMBERSHIP - ALISON “RIO” LEITI
561-482-4346
MEMBERSHIP@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

STATE REP - DAN “SLO MOTION “ HENDERSON
561-702-9929
STATEREP@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM
BUDD “STRONGBOW” AUBRY
561-302-0879

LEGISLATIVE LIAISON—DAN HENDERSON
561-702-9929
LEGISLATIVE@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

PR/ADVERTISING – OPEN

NEWSLETTER – WILSON “WILLIE” SHAFER
NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

PRO-TEM SAFETY DIRECTOR - CHARLIE WENGER
SAFETY@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

LEGAL COUNSEL - JON “WADE” LIPPARD
561-665-0930
LEGAL@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

PRODUCTS – OPEN

WEBMASTER - DAN HENDERSON
561-702-9929
WEBMASTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM
EDITORIAL GUIDELINES

You are encouraged to submit letters about abate related to events, articles, photographs, commentaries, etc. please do not submit Slanderous or accusing letters, profanity or nudity. Abate of
florida, inc, will not accept any advertising that discriminates against any type of motorcyclist
DISCLAIMER
IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT
This official publication of ABATE of Florida, This newsletter is the monthly publication of ABATE
Inc., Palm Beach Chapter accepts no respon- of Florida, Inc. Palm Beach Chapter Published
sibility for the comments, advertisers or
monthly (12 times a year)
opinions contained in this publication
Abate of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
The submission deadline for all material intended for publication in
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President’s Message
Brothers and Sisters,
Now that the legislative sessions have ended for 2012
and the dust has settled we have an opportunity to see
where we stand and look at gaining the support of our
local representatives on the two most important pieces of legislation regarding
safety. The main focus in my opinion would be to educating the public to the dangers of using electronic communication devices while operating a motor vehicle of
any kind. The “Don’t Text and Drive” message has finally reached the national level
with the support of media stars and lame stream media itself actually showing some
of the research studies done to prove how it effects everyone not just adolescents and inexperienced drivers. These studies have revealed that older, experienced drivers fared worse then younger drivers. What’s more discerning about
that fact is, these are the very same people responsible for the fact that their
youngsters learning to drive thought it was ok to do the same thing when they
learned to drive. They were probably taught to drive by their parents since the
Florida School no longer has a mandatory drivers education program.
As I mentioned last month, we will be doing our humble part by distributing a “Stop
Texting” appliqué to the public at every opportunity, hopefully beginning with
“Rock N’ Roll Sunday”. Our Brothers and Sisters of ABATE Brevard County have
joined us and we hope to see other chapters come on board in the very near future.
At our last ABATE of Florida State meeting we heard about the conversation that
took place in the hall in the House of Representatives between Doc Reichenbach
ABATE State President and Representative Douglas Drake after Drake refused to
hear our “Stiffer Penalties Bill” during this years legislative sessions. As I mentioned in the past this Bill flew through the Senate and was past by all committees. When it reached the House Rep. Drake refused to even allow it to be heard,
effectively killing it for 2012. Doc met Drake in the hall and asked why he was so
opposed to hearing the Bill. Drake asked Doc, “If Tim Tebow ran a stop sign and
killed a motorcyclist should he be sent to jail? Doc said yes, Drake said; you
would send a good Christian man like Tim Tebow go to jail for making a mistake. Doc
asked Drake, “If I ran a stop sign and killed Tim Tebow should I go to jail”? Drake
just turned and walked away. Our anti Texting / anti cell phone met the same fate,
along with numerous similar Bills.

6 ISSUE 2012- 05

VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM

MAY 2012

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE CONT’D
All was not lost we did come away with one significant victory this year in regard
to the Vertical Tag issue. You might remember this Bill was introduced a couple
years ago when it was attached to a Bill to deal with sport bikers riding at high
speeds and running from the cops. It would have carried a $1,000 fine for anyone sporting a vertical tag or a “flip up tag” primarily found on custom built
bikes and the later on sport bikes, It had been tabled and reintroduced with a
stipulation that if a motorcycle were to be allowed to be ridden legally with a
vertical tag it would need to be mandatory that the bike also have a transponder.
That debate went back and forth a couple more times with a powerful unknown lobbyist pushing for the vertical tag with the transponder. Doc, also ABATE’s lobbyist and other supporters of having vertical tags without transponders were perplexed as to who this lobbying force could be. It turned out to be Harley Davidson! Harley had a new model come out with a stock vertical tag bracket, in order
to have the Bill passed, they were willing to go along with the transponder idea
rather than have the tag bracket retro fitted to horizontal or take a bath with the
new model which would have undoubtedly resulted in the loss of millions of dollars in sales. This session, ABATE and it supporters were able to successfully get
the Bill passed to make vertical tags legal and without transponders.
For years ABATE of Florida received $250,000 to be used to continue our safety
and awareness program statewide. The money was allocated to ABATE and generated
from the fee we pay when we register our motorcycles. This year we were to receive that allocation again. After a through audit had been completed to dispel
allegations that ABATE was receiving taxpayers money to purchase trinkets and
bumper stickers to promote motorcycle safety while maintaining that ABATE was
anti helmet. This audit stemmed from a news interview that was broadcast from Tallahassee after our annual run to the Capitol. The video was aired on a local news
station and went viral via U-Tube staring two members of B.O.L.T. (Bikers Of Lesser
Tolerance) one former ABATE member RC, Frankie Kennedy an ABATE Chapter member currently running for ABATE of Florida State President and a Florida Representative a proponent of the mandatory helmet law, who also owns an insurance
business. ABATE passed the audit with flying colors. After a second audit was requested by R.C., Senator Maria Sachs and members of the committee rejected the
request. The allocation was approved for 2013. Doc called Governor Scott’s
office and was told everything was in order and Governor Scott promised to sign
the order to release the funds. A week later Governor Scott decided not to sign
off as promised. It’s possible the incident that led to the audit also contributed to
Governor Scott’s decision.
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE CONT’D
May is Motorcycle Safety Month:
We as ABATE members should be contacting our district representatives asking
them to sign a proclamation to show their support for this effort. You’d be surprised how much mileage we get from these proclamations, not only does it help
to raise awareness but they become a vital tool for our Lobbyist Doc when he’s at
the Capitol because he’s able to use these proclamations as a reference source.
When he meets them he already knows the have made this endorsement and it saves
a lot of precious time when it comes to finding supporters as committees vote on
proposed Bills and Amendments. It can mean the difference between the life and
death of legislation as we have learned the hard way. This shouldn’t come as a big
shock to any one who follows legislation from the time it’s sponsored and introduced to when they are voted on in committees and heard in the House and the Senate but the majority of these representatives never even read them before voting
on them. Which explains a lot of the ridiculous crap that becomes law and it ain’t
just in Florida. I quote Nancy Pelosi in regard to the Health Care Law, “We’ll just
have to pass it to find out what’s in it”. Her analyst probably fell of his or her
chair after hearing that one. Nancy, Nancy, Nancy what were you thinking? I’d be
willing to bet she wasn’t alone, actually, I doubt anyone who voted for it read all
2,000 pages either.
This is an election year for our chapter’s executive board and trustee’s positions.
I urge all our members to attend the next two meetings, next month to complete
the nomination process and the June meeting to participate in the election. Remember, there are no absentee votes allowed and you must be a member in good standing and have your membership card with you in order to vote. This is a pivotal election for our chapter and it will decide the course we will take over the next year
to take the chapter to the next level and future of ABATE Palm Bch.
I hope to see you all there.
Ride Free, Ride Safe
Strongbow
president@abatepalmbeach.com
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"
You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member.
YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.
WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators (ROWV),
still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education Courses and
classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make our voice
heard as motorcyclists.
"FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential voice in
raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact:

Strongbow President - 561-302-0879
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Vice President’s Message
Our April meeting has just passed and it seems the chapter is in for
some changes. After founding the chapter and serving as President
since its inception, Strongbow has decided not to run for reelection. At that time I agreed to accept my nomination for President.
As most of you know I’ve served as Vice President for the last three
years. It was nice to hear the chapter approval and enthusiasm for my stepping up to try
to fill that void. But as I said at our meeting it takes a team that can work together to
make this chapter a success and take it to the next level. This team of board members
and trustees are the heart of the chapter. They’re the ones who perform the jobs that
keep the chapter running. With that said, let’s talk about jobs. Some people have jobs
they hate for various reasons and dread going to work. Some people have jobs they
love and actually look forward to work! If you’re having a good time, it doesn’t seem
like work. That’s the first thing I want to work on! I’d like to see a team that not only
can work together but have fun together. When that happens, other members of the
chapter will want to get involved as well. Or return to involvement with the chapter!
I applaud all the hard work and dedication Strongbow has given over the years. This will
be a difficult job for me to fill but will do the best I can. I am glad to see that he will
stay on as our State Delegate and continue serving the chapter in that role. Slo Mo and
he have done a good job for us at the state meetings and that should continue.
This chapter is at a critical junction right now, but with a good team and involvement by
the chapter members we can get things turned around. If you’ve ever considered helping
out in a board or trustee position, I would implore you to be at Mays meeting. Things are
going to change. We need as many people involved as possible. I and others have many
ideas on what to do to make this happen. Let’s get back to riding and partying together
while we strive to achieve our goals of biker rights, motorcycle safety and awareness!
Coming up in June will be our elections at the meeting. Also coming up June 23rd 4-9 pm
is our 9th Annual Freedom Rights Rally being held at Renegades. Be sure to mark at on
your calendar and come out for a good time supporting an awesome cause!
Well until next month, ride safe and watch your asses out there!
Nighthawk
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach
(561) 309-5412
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FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK
To:
Date:

Palm beach chapter members

MAY 2012

Don’t forget, our meeting has moved back to our regular 3rd Sunday of the month, MAY 20, 2012, same time, same place.
It is that time of year again, ELECTIONS for your new board of directors and trustees of the chapter for 2012-2013. On the opposite page are your current candidates. As Nighthawk references in his article, Strongbow has declined his nomination for president and it takes a team of people to make things come together. The
positions are fun and rewarding and not hard, so if you have had any aspirations
come out May 20 and put your name in the hat! You can nominate yourself for any
position. You don’t need any kind of experience. As I mentioned at the last meeting,
new chapters of ABATE start up all the time and those people get it going without
ever holding a position in another chapter and the chapter and state have plenty of
training tools.
For all candidates: At the May 20, 2012 meeting, you must be present to accept or
decline your nomination and you must be present the day of elections (June 17,
2012) to accept your position if elected. All candidates will get some time to speak
during the final nomination process on May 20, 2012.
As mentioned in the meeting, for elections on June 17, 2012, please remember to
be able to vote your membership must be current and you must have your membership card with you.
Speaking of training, ABATE of Florida, Inc. has leadership meetings they run each
year for all new board of directors and trustees for each chapter. This year they
will be held in Clermont, Florida, Saturday July 14, 2012. These seminars are
open to any chapter member whether you hold a position on the board or not. They
are very informative and it’s a great time for the new "team" of the chapter to get to
know each other.
Come out and support your chapter June 23, 2012, at Renegades for our chapter
event.
We have ordered new long sleeve chapter shirts and at the request of many, we
have moved the large logo to the back of the shirt, all sizes available up to 3x.
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NEXT MEETING BACK TO
REGULAR TIME AND PLACE
3RD SATURDAY OF MONTH
MAY 20, 2012
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LEGISLATIVE & DELEGATE REPORT
DAN “SLOW-MOTION” HENDERSON
It is election time again. For our May Chapter meeting we have
to select ABATE of FL State President and Vice President for
our delegates to do chapter proxy votes at June State meeting.
I am working to post information on the candidates on our site as
the MasterLink will not be in time. Then at the June Chapter meeting will be the
vote for our new Board. Finally we have State and Federal elections this year.
We need to prepare for the primary elections in many cases in August. So we need
to start learning about the candidates.
To find out your representations go to https://www.pbcelections.org/
PrecinctFinder.aspx (link on main Legislative page of our site) put in your address
and find precinct and districts that you will be voting on. It did reflect the redistricting change for me. You can help gather information by contacting them, saying you are member of ABATE of FL Palm Beach chapter. Briefly say that we are a
motorcycle rights, safety and awareness program. I have started this with some at
the Tallahassee Rally meetings and meeting with local candidates. Let’s see what
kind of response we get and I will compile a summary of who appears to be motorcycle friendly we can count on.
One local election is for the Palm Beach Supervisor of elections. It seems the
incumbent Susan Bucher has gotten into problems. Our old friend from the
Delray issues years ago Woodie McDuffie is running for the position. The newspaper article about this is included on our site under Legislative – In the News.
On our website under Legislative – Call to Action - are two issues brought up by
the AMA. One that we talked about at April meeting is the EPA passing of 15%
ethanol. This will really mess up your motorcycle engine. We need to either stop
this or get the right to lower or non- ethanol gas to keep our bikes running.
Read the article for more. Another Call to Action they put out is to end the Motorcycle Only Checkpoints. I have already contacted my federal representatives
and even some local. We NEED to do these to protect our machines and our freedom.
Remember we CAN make a difference in these trying times.
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Only a biker knows . . .: Motorcycle wit and wisdom, #06
Ken Bingenheimer, Motorcycles Examiner
· Faster, faster, faster, till the thrill of speed overcomes fear of Death.
· Live to Ride, Hope to Live.
· I like smoke and lightning, heavy metal thunder.
· Young riders pick a destination and go. Old riders pick a direction and go.
· Who cares? I'm riding . . .
· Never try to race an old geezer, he may have one more gear than you.
· Bikes vs. Women: It's always OK to use tie downs on your motorcycle.
· Ride like you own the road...and...someday the road will own you.
· Sleep with one arm through the spokes and keep your pants on.
· If you love your bike and it leaves you and then comes back - you've probably high-sided.
· Now go put some miles on that thing!
· If you ride like there's no tomorrow, there won't be.
· Go fast and aim for where the trees aren't.
· When life throws me a curve I will lean into it!
· Whatever it is, it's better in the wind.
· Ride 'til the horizon is behind ya.
· What does it mean to you? For me, it's something I just do.
· Less talk, more riding.
· People are more violently opposed to fur than leather, because it's easier to harass rich women than bikers.
· We, the few, the proud, the motorcyclists of the world, refuse to sit
down in comfort, insulated from the environment, and run the gauntlet of
life with a front row seat. And we wouldn't want it any other way.
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NCOM NEWS BYTES
abbreviated
compiled and edited by Bill Bish

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

MICHIGAN RIDERS WIN HELMET FREEDOM
Proving that persistence pays off, motorcyclists in Michigan shook off the sting
of two previous gubernatorial vetoes of
their helmet law repeal bills over the
past few years and bounced back to win
freedom of choice with the stroke of
their new governor’s pen.
“Michigan gained freedom today when Governor Rick Snyder signed the bill (SB
291) into law (Public Act #98) that repeals the 37-year old mandatory helmet
law,” announced Angel Richardson, Legislative Director for the Michigan Confederation of Clubs and a member of the National Coalition Of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
Board of Directors. “The repeal is effective immediately!,” she continued. “Thanks
to everyone who made a phone call, sent
a letter or a postcard, or sent an email.....your efforts made a difference.”
The Michigan legislature overwhelmingly
approved the measure with broad bipartisan support, and with Gov. Snyder’s signature on April 12th Michigan now joins 30
other states in amending their mandatory
helmet law in favor of adult choice. “The
new law modernizes Michigan's outdated
mandatory helmet law, which was a holdover from bygone days leaving Michigan in
the minority as one of only 20 states left
enforcing an empty federal mandate,” said

Vince Consiglio, President of ABATE of
Michigan.
The proposal to update Michigan’s mandatory helmet law was introduced in the
Senate by Senator Phil Pavlov (R) St.
Clair. "Every year, millions of dollars
leave our state because of Michigan's outdated mandatory helmet law," Pavlov said.
"This bipartisan plan will keep our dollars
here, attract even more tourists to Michigan and help our state in these tough
economic times."
Allowing motorcyclists to ride helmetfree could also generate more than $1
billion in direct and indirect revenue, according to a recent Michigan Consultants
study.
The new law gives Michigan the strictest
requirements for riding helmet-free of
any state that has modified mandatory helmet laws for adult choice. To ride helmetfree in Michigan, motorcyclists must:
* Be at least 21 years old.
* Have at least two years of riding experience or undergo special safety training.
* Carry at least $20,000 in additional
medical insurance.
“On behalf of the NCOM Board of Directors we congratulate the State of Michigan on a job well done and to all who
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supported them,” said James D. "Doc" Reichenbach II, Chairman of the NCOM Board.
NEW VIRGINIA LAW ALLOWS MOTORCYCLISTS TO RIDE SIDE-BY-SIDE Motorcyclists are eager to legally cruise side-byside now that Governor Bob McDonnell
has signed legislation permitting them to
ride two abreast in a single driving lane in
Virginia.
House Bill 97, sponsored by Delegate
Tony Wilt (R-Harrisonburg), passed overwhelmingly 87-10 in the House and 38-2
in the Senate, and will now allow twowheeled motorcycles to drive alongside
each other in one lane. State law currently prohibits motorcyclists from riding next to one another, and violators can
be charged with reckless driving.
“The bill allows riders to use their own
judgment in determining when it is appropriate to ride beside someone, but does
not require them to do so,” said Del.
Wilt. “One goal is to eliminate the harsh
punishment placed on riders for doing
something as innocent as pulling aside another rider while stopped or taking off
together after being stopped.”

MAY 2012

Virginia will become the 49th state to accommodate two-abreast riding when the
new law takes effect July 1. Vermont remains the only state to prohibit the practice.
KENTUCKY MOTORCYCLE LICENSING MEASURE PASSES “HB 328 was signed into law
by Governor Steve Beshear on April
11th, 2012,” announced Jay Huber,
State President of the Kentucky Motorcycle Association in a legislative alert to
KMA/KBA members. “In short this bill
does two things: Stops the cycle of people riding around on a permit for years
and years along with providing a way for
16 and 17 year olds to once again get a
motorcycle license.”
According to the bill’s digest, the new
law will “allow a person who has received an intermediate operator's license
to apply for a motorcycle instruction
permit; make a motorcycle instruction
permit good for 1 year, with the ability to
renew the permit 1 time, allow a person
whose motorcycle instruction permit has
expired apply for a motorcycle operator's license if the person can present
proof of successful completion of a motorcycle safety education course.”
MOTORCYCLE SAFETY ACT BECOMES LAW IN
WISCONSIN Governor Scott Walker signed
AB55 into law, reports ABATE of Wisconsin, which not only clarifies penalties for
right-of-way violations but also establishes motorcycle awareness training in
Drivers-Ed courses.
AB55 provides a technical correction
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for 2006 Wisconsin Act 466, moving the penalty provisions from the courts to an administrative function of the DMV. All right-of-way violators that cause serious injury or
death on Wisconsin's roadways will be subject to up to a one thousand dollar fine and
up to a nine month license suspension and must complete a DOT approved right-of-way
awareness class before being reinstated. Also, AB55 adds a mandatory minimum of thirty
minutes of motorcycle awareness training in all drivers' education classrooms throughout the state.
“It is ABATE of Wisconsin's hope that the education and awareness portions of this law
will help promote responsible driving on Wisconsin's roadways and make our roads
safer for all roadway users,” said the motorcyclists’ rights organization in a prepared
statement.
FLORIDA FUNDS RIDER SAFETY “This morning the Governor of the State of Florida signed
into law the budget for the next fiscal year,” reported ABATE of Florida State President James “Doc” Reichenbach, adding that “Included in the budget was $250,000 to
ABATE of Florida, Inc. for motorcycle safety.”
In the past five years the Florida Legislature has put in the budget $1,250,000 for
motorcycle safety to be administered by ABATE. “Congratulations to the members of
this great organization,” Doc told the membership.
BIKERS ROLL WITH “COLORS” LAWSUIT Police claim that a group of bikers was pulled
over for wearing improper helmets, but an attorney for the bikers claims they were
stopped by state troopers because of their colors.
In a recently issued court opinion, U.S. District Judge Jerome Simandle in Camden, N.J.
said two members of the Pagans Motorcycle Club and one Tribe M.C. member can proceed with their lawsuit stemming from a July 30, 2009, traffic stop in Burlington
County, including malicious prosecution. During the stop, New Jersey state troopers
ordered riders of six motorcycles to remove
their "colors," the members' patched jackets,
but the bikers refused -- leading to a federal
lawsuit alleging actions by the troopers violated their constitutional rights.
"The court has basically said, 'Yes you have a
right to wear a patch, these logos,' " said
Norristown attorney Boyd Spencer, who
represents the Eastern Pa. Confederation of
Clubs.
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The bikers were ticketed for not having
approved helmets, and were told to remove their colors if they wanted to leave.
The whole traffic stop, which lasted more
than an hour, was captured by mounted
cameras in the police cruisers.
"Now you're all going to take your jackets off, because on this highway, these
are the only colors," one of the state
troopers told the group after nearly 50
minutes had passed, referring to State
Police blue and gold uniforms.
None of the bikers removed his colors,
and at a later municipal court hearing,
the helmets were found to be legal and a
prosecutor dismissed the charges.
“We’re looking … for the court to rule
the obvious: These people have a right to
wear their colors,” said Spencer, who is
the Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.)
attorney for Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and serves as legal counsel for the
local Confederations of Clubs. “This is a
widespread practice of police officers
harassing people with (club) patches on,”
asserted Spencer, who contends his clients were stopped and detained by the
troopers because of their colors. “It’s
not an isolated incident.”
The state filed a motion to dismiss the lawsuit but Simandle, in his ruling, said the
plaintiffs "sufficiently alleged deprivations of a clearly established constitutional right."
DATA SHOWS HIGHEST RISK FOR NEW MOTORCYCLISTS Safety studies show the most
dangerous time for motorcyclists is their
first year riding, peaking in the first

MAY 2012

month. For motorcycle riders, their first
30 days are about four times more risky
than their entire second year. A study by
the Highway Loss Data Institute shows
22% of nearly 57,000 collision claims
from 2003 to 2007 occurred within 30
days of a new policy taking effect. The
claim rate then dropped by one-third in
the second month and by almost twothirds after six months.
WEIRD NEWS: MOTORCYCLISTS CHARGED
WITH TERRORISM FOR NOISY EXHAUST
Prosecutors in violence-stricken northern Mexico have brought terrorism
charges against two motorcyclists because their loud exhaust pipes backfired
and caused a sound like gunshots that
sent a crowd into a panicked stampede.
The two motorcyclists were leaving their
workplace near the main square of the
northern city of San Luis Potosi, where
an Easter week festival was being held.
The two got on their bikes and fired them
up, and that is when the confusion began.
Because the backfiring of the engines
sounded like the popping of gunshots,
hundreds of people stampeded out of the
square seeking cover. But the streets
were nearly blocked by vendor stalls,
causing the crowd to pile up and resulting in some people getting trampled.
That, not the motorcycle engines, was the
real problem, according to the state Human Rights Commission, which has
launched an investigation into the arrests
and noted that the two suspects had been
beaten by police.
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State law defines terrorism as acts that
"produce alarm, terror or fear in the
population ... to disturb the public peace
or try to undermine government authority." Officials say state criminal codes
often lack lesser but more appropriate
charges to handle situations involving
acts that may be irresponsible but are
hardly criminal.
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is a real problem for states where druggang gunbattles have terrorized residents in recent years.
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “The legacy of heroes
is the memory of a great name and the inheritance of a great example.” ~ Benjamin
Disraeli (1804-1881), British statesman

It would all seem like a tempest in a teapot, if the two men weren’t facing possible sentences of five to 20 years in
prison if convicted. While that seems like
harsh punishment for a noisy exhaust, authorities said such irresponsible behavior

And that's all the News that fits!
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ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073

EXPIRATION DATE

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting
VFW POST 4143
May 20, 2011
11:30 am
Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue
Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US1) turn south and is 1 block on east
side. Bike Parking is on south side of building.
GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events
around the state and throughout the country.
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all motorcyclists rights.
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness.

