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President’s Message
Brothers and Sisters,
After nearly eight years it appears finally the message
has gotten out about the dangers of operating a motor
vehicle of any kind and the use of cell phones and other electronic communication devices. I can remember when Chris Sharp and I had begun our campaign to
ban cell phones while driving back in 2004. Trying to gain support for this action was not encouraging, we heard a lot of people saying they agreed something
had to be done but “you’re never going to get a Bill to ban the use of cell
phones”. Year after year we petitioned Doc (ABATE of Florida State President and
Lobbyist) to push for legislation and no matter how many times it was written and
re- written and re- introduced we had not been able to have it passed. After
countless studies and research proved that “Inattentional Blindness” is in fact a
medical condition recognized by the American Medical Association, the cause; distracted drivers. Although, over 30 states have passed laws prohibiting the use
of these devices, Florida refuses to accept the fact that people have died and
are still dying due to the irresponsible use of these devices.
Only until the past couple years when “Texting” became epidemic have people begun to realize just how deadly these devices have become. Not only to motorists
but even pedestrians have become statistics. During a recent trip to Gainesville,
on March 27th N.B.C.Channel 2 reported that since the beginning of the school
year over 20 students have been hit by motor vehicles in Volusia County, as I
remember it the majority of these were caused either by middle school kids
“texting” while walking or drivers on cell phones or texting or both. What’s it
gonna take? Our proposed legislation and literally hundreds of other proposed
Bills have been rejected in recent years. We’ve heard it called “intellectually
dishonest” because of all the other things people do that distract them while
driving and as it was in this years legislative sessions, just outright ignored. Believe me when I tell you, the last thing I want to see is another damned law being
enacted but this shit has got to stop.
As part of our mission we hope to try working more directly with communities
throughout Palm Beach County. Our Safety Director Charlie “Niblick” Wenger
has already set the wheels in motion. We have the support of other ABATE Chapters interested in joining us in this effort. I’ve heard and seen news reports on
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE CONT’D
local TV and have seen all kinds of stickers lately with anti texting messages so,
maybe the timing is right for launching this campaign.
We will be doing our part by introducing a Stop Sign Shaped vinyl sign, adapted
from a bumper sticker being offered by a huge car dealership in Broward
County to be distributed everywhere and anywhere we can. Hopefully, we’ll gain
the support of more local Palm Beach County officials like Irv Slosberg to get
behind this measure.
Meanwhile, our efforts in getting our “Stiffer Penalties Bill” through the
House of Representatives was once again stifled due to the ignorance of Rep.
Drake who had also decided not to allow our Bill to be heard during this years
sessions. Apparently we have not been able to raise enough hell to get the attention of our Representatives as to the ever-rising frequency of Right Of Way
Violation (R.O.W.V.) accidents claiming the lives of motorcyclists and motorists
alike. I believe it’s time to take it to the street. I will be contacting clubs,
other riding Associations and independents as well as Motorcycle dealerships
and Bike Shops to help support an action to bring attention to these deadly occurrences and the ridiculous charges and fines when a motorcyclist is killed as
opposed to the charges, fines and sentences when the accident involves the
death of another motorist.
Ride Free, Ride Safe

Strongbow
president@abatepalmbeach.com
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"
You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member.
YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.
WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators (ROWV),
still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education Courses and
classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make our voice
heard as motorcyclists.
"FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential voice in
raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact:

Strongbow President - 561-302-0879
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Vice President’s Message
Well another Daytona Bike Week has come and gone. This year
seemed a little busier than the last few. It was all the usual
craziness that we come to love and expect from Daytona. We
had a small bunch from the chapter ride up together and
stayed at the ABATE campground. We went up for the second
weekend and the weather was perfect! First time in a long time
that I can remember, past years it’s either been freezing temps at night or periods of torrential rain. We spent the first night partying at the campground.
Saturday we went to the cabbage for some cole slaw wrestling. We then continued on to Destination Daytona, Ironhorse Saloon and then spent the night on
Main Street making the rounds. We did have a few bike issues that we dealt with,
but we all had a great time! Sunday on the ride home we had a biker go down on
I-95 a quarter mile in front of us. Single bike accident when the rider lost
control in a panic stop. He was a fairly new rider. We pulled over to assist
until they could air lift him out. We recovered his motorcycle at the scene for
him as well. I met up with him a few days later and fortunately there are no life
threatening or permanent injuries. He was very thankful that our chapter members were there to help.
Coming up at the end of the month is Leesburg Bikefest! This is an awesome
rally. Most of the party is located in one location, not spread out like Daytona. Downtown Leesburg is closed down to all traffic except bikes. It’s an
area that covers about four by eight blocks long. There are 3 stages with live
music all day long, lots of food, vendors, and shows going on. We have a
bunch riding up Friday morning and your welcome to join us! We will be staying
at the Lake County ABATE campground. This is on the grounds of the local Eagles club. Good food and alcohol available are very reasonable prices. This
campground is well known for its ABATE parties. We will be heading out Friday
morning at 9am. Contact me if you’re interested. We will have a truck to haul
your gear if needed.
Well until next month, watch your asses out there!
Nighthawk
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach
(561) 309-5412
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LEGISLATIVE & DELEGATE REPORT
DAN “SLOW-MOTION” HENDERSON
Things have quieted down now that the legislative sessions are
over. I’m sure I’ll have something to report for net chapter meeting after the State meeting April 14. I posted a summary of the
bills as from the State on our website for you to see. The House
sessions were a sham with Drake in charge of Transportation, he would not hear anything. And the stories we heard about him when at the Capital! Hopefully he will
be out next year so things can get done. It was good to hear our Rep Irving Slosberg commenting on the process. Congressman Allen West has been active locally,
and meet with Superintendent of Schools Wayne Gent about dangers of texting and
driving. So that might help us to get into the schools.
There was an extra session in regard to the State redistricting. According to
http://www.floridaredistricting.org/ the Florida Redistricting site, the maps have
been “Enacted” so I guess that means passed. Can you ever get a straight answer? I
am posting them on our site under the Legislative – News section. So now to see
how that effects elections. Checking on that at https://www.pbcelections.org/
ElectionCandidates.aspx?eid=118 thePalm Beach County Supervisor of Elections
showing who has filed so far, however these appear to be the old districts. So I
need to find what what is going on. Now is the time for us to start seeing who is on
our site and deserves our backing. So visit them now that at home offices and let
me know what you think of them. Contact me and I try to join or prepare you
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GREY-HAIRED BRIGADE
They like to refer to us as senior citizens, old fogies, geezers, and in some
cases dinosaurs. Some of us are "Baby Boomers" getting ready to retire. Others have been retired for some time. We walk a little slower these days and
our eyes and hearing are not what they once were. We have worked hard,
raised our children, worshiped our God and grown old together. Yes, we are
the ones some refer to as being over the hill, and that is probably true. But
before writing us off completely, there are a few things that need to be taken
into consideration.
In school we studied English, history, math, and science which enabled us to
lead America into the technological age. Most of us remember what outhouses
were, many of us with firsthand experience. We remember the days of telephone party-lines, 25 cent gasoline, and milk and ice being delivered to our
homes. For those of you who don't know what an icebox is, today they are electric and referred to as refrigerators. A few even remember when cars were
started with a crank. Yes, we lived those days.
We are probably considered old fashioned and out-dated by many. But there
are a few things you need to remember before completely writing us off. We
won World War II, fought in Korea and Viet Nam. We can quote The Pledge of
Allegiance, and know where to place our hand while doing so. We wore the uniform of our country with pride and lost many friends on the battlefield. We
didn't fight for the Socialist States of America, we fought for the "Land of the
Free and the Home of the Brave." We wore different uniforms but carried the
same flag. We know the words to the Star Spangled Banner, America ,and
America the Beautiful by heart, and you may even see some tears running down
our cheeks as we sing. We have lived what many of you have only read about in
history books and we feel no obligation to apologize to anyone for America.
Yes, we are old and slow these days but rest assured, we have at least one
good fight left in us. We have loved this country, fought for it, and died for
it, and now we are going to save it. It is our country and nobody is going to
take it away from us. We took oaths to defend America against all enemies, foreign and domestic, and that is an oath we plan to keep. There are those who
want to destroy this land we love but, like our founders, there is no way we
are going to remain silent.
It was mostly the young people of this nation who elected Obama and the Democratic Congress. You fell for the "Hope and Change" which in reality was
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nothing but "Hype and Lies." You have
tasted socialism and seen evil face to
face, and have found you don't like it
after all. You make a lot of noise, but
most are all too interested in their careers or "Climbing the Social Ladder"
to be involved in such mundane things
as patriotism and voting. Many of those
who fell for the "Great Lie" in 2008
are now having buyer's remorse. With
all the education we gave you, you didn't have sense enough to see through
the lies and instead drank the 'CoolAid.' Now you're paying the price and
complaining about it. No jobs, lost
mortgages, higher taxes, and less freedom. This is what you voted for and this
is what you got. We entrusted you with
the Torch of Liberty and you traded it
for a paycheck and a fancy house.

APRIL 2012

19 ISSUE 2012– 04

VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM

Well, don't worry youngsters, the Grey
-Haired Brigade is here, and in 2012 we
are going to take back our nation. We
may drive a little slower than you
would like but we get where we're going, and in 2012 we're going to the
polls by the millions. This land does
not belong to the man in the White
House nor to the likes of Nancy Pelosi
and Harry Reid. It belongs to "We the
People" and "We the People" plan to reclaim our land and our freedom. We
hope this time you will do a better job
of preserving it and passing it along to
our grandchildren. So the next time

you have the chance to say the Pledge
of Allegiance, Stand up, put your hand
over your heart, honor our country,
and thank God for the old geezers of
the "Grey-Haired Brigade."

APRIL 2012

NOTICE
MEETING
DAT E
CHANGE
April 22, 2012
SAME TIME SAME

Author, Anon. Grey-Haired Brigade
Member
SUBMITTED BY: STRONGBOW
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Only a biker knows . . .: Motorcycle wit and wisdom, #12
Ken Bingenheimer, Motorcycles Examiner
Yes, we bikers know why a dog sticks his head out the window. We also know a lot
of other things, both wise and whimsical. Here is another batch.
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

To me, the best kind of trips are the ones you planned on the way, allowed
yourself to change, and maybe didn't end up where you expected.
Here's to burnt skin, numb crotches, and bugs in your teeth. Ride on!
If your mind wanders, ride after it.
If you can't get it going with bungee cords and duct tape, God's telling you
to stop for the night.
It's more fun to ride a slow bike fast, than a fast bike slow.
The best mods you can do will bloody your knuckles and empty your pockets, leaving a little tear in your eye.
Be a biker–kick start your day.
From hell hot days to cold blue skies, thru moonless nights with headlight eyes.
Why? Because dinner always tastes better with helmet hair.
It's not the fastest bike out there, it's not the most well behaved, but what
it does is put a smile on my face every time I ride it and isn't that what
really matters?
AGTATT doesn't mean much if you get run over by 60,000 pounds of truck
and cargo.
Biking skillz or Hospital billz
Crawl, walk, ride
Go like hell, You'll get there quicker!
Never be ashamed to unlearn an old habit.
For some there is therapy; for the rest of us there are motorcycles.
A journey of a thousand miles begins with a flat tire and a dead battery.
Keep thy eye on the tach and thine ears on the engine lest thy whirlybits
seek communion with the sun.
Ride fast and take chances!
Motorcycles tell us a more useful truth: we are small and exposed, and
probably moving too fast for our own good, but that's no reason not to
enjoy every minute of the ride. ~ Dave Karlotski
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NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
FEDERAL HIGHWAY BILL PROGRESSES The U.S. Senate has approved its version of
a federal highway appropriations measure (S.1813, "Moving Ahead for Progress
in the 21st Century" or MAP-21) by a vote of 74-22 on March 14, and the
$109 billion highway bill includes motorcycle safety funding for states and
would bar federal funds from being used to conduct motorcycle-only checkpoints.
The measure now goes to the House of Representatives for further action,
where a similar measure is also being considered (H.R. 7, the "American Energy
and Infrastructure Jobs Act of 2012”).
Both bills contain motorcycle safety program funding and both would prohibit
motorcycle-exclusive roadblocks, and neither version has any anti-motorcycle
provisions, but it’s unclear if the House will take up the Senate bill or advance
their own legislation.
MORE STATES MOVE TO BAN MOTORCYCLE-ONLY CHECKPOINTS While Congress continues to consider passing a prohibition on motorcycle-only roadside “safety
checkpoints” by halting federal funding, several states are moving forward with
their own laws to ban the practice.
New Hampshire and North Carolina have both passed such legislation, and Virginia
has become the latest state to pass a bill to bar law enforcement agencies from
setting up safety checks that only stop motorcycles for inspection.
Following a motorcycle-only checkpoint set up during last year’s Rolling Thunder POW/MIA rally en route to Washington, D.C. over Memorial Day weekend,
Delegate C. Todd Gilbert (R-Shenandoah) introduced H.B.187, which passed and
was signed into law on Feb. 28 by Governor Bob McDonnell.
Most recently, New Jersey introduced companion bills in the Senate (S-1685)
and the Assembly (A-508) to prohibit police from establishing checkpoints limited to certain types of vehicles and would require that all checkpoints include
all types of vehicles.
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Calling motorcycle-only checkpoints
discriminatory and unconstitutional,
ABATE of California is likewise pushing
a bill (AB-1047) that would ban state
and federal funding of biker barricades. According to ABATE Lobbyist Jim
Lombardo, “We passed out of the Assembly and are awaiting a hearing in the
Senate Transportation Committee, probably next month, and then on to Governor Brown.”
Meanwhile on the legal front, New York
A.I.M. (Aid to Injured Motorcyclists) Attorney Mitch Proner told the Associated Press that he is preparing to appeal a federal court decision upholding
the constitutionality of motorcycle

APRIL 2012
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roadblocks in N.Y., and the issue may
eventually be heard before the U.S.
Supreme Court.
BIKER ANTI-DISCRIMINATION BILL HEARD
IN COLORADO Colorado legislation to
ban discrimination against people wearing motorcyclist gear failed to pass its
first committee hearing, but the bill’s
sponsor told the AP that he was glad
he proposed the bill because it raised
awareness. He said bikers are unfairly
judged to be criminals.
State Rep. Joe Miklosi (D-Denver) says
he didn’t propose the measure to get
attention but to help constituents who
belong to motorcycle clubs and say
they are being singled out unfairly. "I'm
motivated by doing the right thing," Miklosi said. "They're being discriminated
against."
Bikers say they're unfairly refused service at hotels, restaurants and stores because of how they dress, and Miklosi’s
bill (HB-1128) would have banned businesses from discriminating against motorcyclists based on their style of dress.
But his bid to add "unconventional attire" to the state law that bars discrimination
in public accommodations and put biker
attire alongside such protected classes
as race, gender and religious affiliation, fell short in the GOP-controlled
House State, Veterans and Military Affairs committee which is known for rejecting Democratic proposals.
GREEN MOUNTAIN SENATORS LEARN
GANG DESIGNATION INCLUDES VETS Members of the Vietnam Veterans Motorcycle Club may be surprised to find them-
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selves on a list of “security threat
groups” recently offered by the Department of Corrections to the Vermont
Senate Judiciary Committee in Montpelier, VT.
According to information offered to the
committee, a definition from the Department of Justice says a gang designation
is appropriate for a group three or
more people with a common identifying
sign, symbol or name who, individually or
collectively, engage in criminal activity which creates an atmosphere of fear and
intimidation.
Senator Alice Nitka (D-Windsor) wasn’t so sure that the aging vets of the motorcycle club back in Windsor are a menace to society and warrant being “lumped in”
with street gangs like “the Bloods and the Crips,” reported vtdigger.org.
If all it takes for a “gang” to make the list is for a few members of a group to
commit a crime, Senator Jeanette White (D-Windham) asked, “…will the Boys and
Girls Club be next?”
MINNESOTA ROAD GUARDING BILLS ADVANCE Two companion bills to allow trained
and certified motorcyclists to road guard during motorcycle runs (SF1719 and
HF2008) were approved by the Minnesota Senate and House Transportation Committees, respectively.
Mack Backlund, State Coordinator for ABATE of Minnesota, testified in favor before both committees and answered
questions from the committee members.
While there were questions and concerns brought up during discussion, in
the end both bills passed by unanimous
voice vote with no amendments.
The legislation creates a motorcycle
road guard certificate under which a
person can stop and hold traffic during
a motorcycle group ride: “Permits
holders of a motorcycle road guard
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certificate who are acting as a flagger
for a motorcycle ride to stop and hold
traffic, and override traffic control
devices to direct motorcycle operators
or other vehicles. Requires drivers to
remain stopped until directed to proceed.”
“This language has a long way to go in
the process before becoming law, but
passage in the Senate and House Transportation Committees is a great start,”
said Backlund.
YOU CAN HELP MOTORCYCLE SAFETY
STUDY Virginia Tech Transportation Institute (VTTI) is working in conjunction with
the Motorcycle Safety Foundation to
conduct a long term, comprehensive
Naturalistic Motorcyclist Study of everyday riding in a wide variety of environments and conditions -- and they need
participants.
If selected, you will answer questions
about your age, training and riding experience to determine where you fit in
the study. To gather information, several small cameras, radar, GPS and a
recording unit will be attached to your
motorcycle for one year. Once the
equipment is attached, your job is to
ignore it and ride like you normally
would. The data is encrypted as it is collected and kept confidential.
They have selected a number of motorcycles representing a cross section of
riders and types of riding: beginners,
sport bikes, cruisers and touring, and
designed their equipment and mounting

system to work with several specific
models, and participants must live in or
near the targeted study areas that
cover different terrain and traffic patterns; Blacksburg, Virginia, Orlando,
Florida and Irvine, California. For more
details, contact VTTI at
www.motorcycle.vtti.vt.edu.
FEDS PROPOSE DISTRACTED DRIVING
GUIDELINES FOR AUTOMAKERS U.S. Department of Transportation chief Ray
LaHood has announced a new set of proposed distracted driving guidelines for
automakers that would limit the use of
in-car tech solutions that are “not directly relevant to safely operating the
vehicle, or cause undue distraction by
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engaging the driver’s eyes or hands for more than a very limited duration while
driving.”
From cell phones to GPS screens, distracted driving is an ever-present road hazard in today’s techo-centric world, especially for vulnerable travelers like motorcyclists, but soon video games and Facebook friends could be within arm's
reach as drivers hurtle down the highway in the next generation of cars from
Detroit.
Coming dashbord devices would deliver a whole new level of eye candy and brain
entrapment, as more than 90% of cars debuting in the next five years are expected to be equipped with Internet-connected screens and other cutting-edge
wonders. Automakers are responding to surveys that show 75% of young adults
want touch-screen technology in their cars.
But, not if the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration can hit the "Hold"
button. The agency’s proposed guidelines -- which do not carry the weight of law
-- call for automobile manufacturers to make some dashboard electronic devices
automatically shut down once a car starts moving, unless they're for passengers
and cannot be seen by the driver.
The guidelines cite six activities that should not occur while driving: text messaging, Internet browsing, using social media, entering addresses in navigation systems, dialing phones and reading display screens with more than 30 characters
of text.
Studies show that drivers double the risk of a crash if they take their eyes off
the road for more than two seconds, yet 41 states still allow using a cellphone
hand-set while driving and fifteen allow texting behind the wheel.
WEIRD NEWS: FEELING THE WIND IN YOUR EAR Today's phones can deliver the
sound of a heartbeat, but soon you’ll actually feel the throbbing.
At the International Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas, Artificial Muscle
Inc. demonstrated how it can make mobile devices shake and rattle with great realism, employing a technology that uses plastics that function like muscles, allowing you to feel the rumble of a Harley or the reverberation of a shotgun
blast.
The company showed off an iPhone it had modified by placing one of its Vivitouch
"motors" inside that shook a modified Xbox controller to allow the user to feel
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what it's like to hold a beating heart. In another instance, it let the user experience the signature rumble of a Harley-Davidson motorcycle starting up.
CHOPPERS FACE EURO-SION OF RIGHTS They’re long and lean, and Europe is looking to ban them. Custom motorcycles are coming under fire across the pond,
according to Motorcycles.about.com. Along with proposals to limit motorcycle
emissions, force anti-lock brake systems on all bikes, and prohibit engine tuning
for increased power; European Parliament is considering a ban on extended
forks. The issue will be voted on in April and the limits on modifications could
take effect by 2014; ABS rulings and stricter emissions could be enforced by
2016.
“The proposed EU Regulation on Type Approval and Market Surveillance of two
and three-wheeled vehicles passed its first reading, Committee stage, on 5th December even though an impact assessment on many elements of the proposal was
ongoing,” writes MAG-UK (Motorcycle Action Group), “and the Delegated Acts
appear to have moved well outside the scope of the Commission's original proposal.”
2012 NCOM CONVENTION IN INDIANAPOLIS The 27th annual NCOM Convention
will be held Mother’s Day weekend, May 10-13, 2012 at the J W Marriot located at 10 S. West St., Indianapolis, Indiana 46204. This annual gathering will
draw bikers’ rights activists from across the country to discuss topics of concern to all riders, so reserve your room now for the special NCOM rate of
$99.00 by calling (800) 266-9432 or (317) 860-5800. Registration fees for
the NCOM Convention are $80 including the Silver Spoke Awards Banquet on
Saturday night, or $45 for the Convention only. All motorcyclists are welcome
and encouraged to attend. Meetings, seminars and group discussions will focus
on legislative efforts and litigation techniques to benefit our right to ride and
Freedom of the Road.
To pre-register, call the National Coalition of Motorcyclists at (800) 5255355 or visit www.ONABIKE.com.
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ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073

EXPIRATION DATE

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting
VFW POST 4143
APRIL 22, 2012
11:30 am
Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue
Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US1) turn south and is 1 block on east
side. Bike Parking is on south side of building.
GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events
around the state and throughout the country.
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all motorcyclists rights.
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness.

