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President’s Message
Brothers and Sisters,
Something stinks in Tallahassee.
This whole idea of re- districting in Florida during an
election year seems a little strange. What purpose could
it serve? Could it be to give more representation to an area with a smaller population or could it be another blatant act of stacking the deck by the current administration and it’s puppets here in Florida. I can’t believe our representatives would
allow this sort of thing happen. I’ve been saying it for years, if we as citizens don’t
become more involved in local politics and pay attention to what’s going on in Tallahassee we will have no recourse.
DISTRICTS COMING INTO FOCUS:
New districts for the House, Senate and the Florida congressional delegation
passed the House on party-line votes Friday, all but clearing the way for looming
legal battles over whether the plans follow state anti-gerrymandering standards
and federal civil rights laws. The maps for the Legislature (SJR 1176) and Congress (SB 1174) were approved on twin 80-37 votes, sending them to the Senate
for final vote that is expected to be a formality. After that, the legislative plan
will head to the Florida Supreme Court for its approval while the congressional
proposal goes to Gov. Rick Scott. One or both maps are likely to face challenges
under either state or federal laws.
Darrin “Scribe” Brooks
State Legislative Trustee,
ABATE of Florida, Inc.
When big government begins imposing laws and making changes to the current system
without any regard to what “we the people” want and need. This appears to be just
another example of where we are headed if we don’t take an active roll in what our
representatives are doing and saying in our behalf. If people don’t care and are
just willing to go along with the flow, that flow can become a Tsunami and when it
hits and recedes it could very well drag our civil liberties and freedoms out to sea
and if that happens there’s no getting them back without going from civil unrest to
a civil war.
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PRESIDENT’SMESSAGE—CONT’D
Haven’t we learned anything since 2008?
Has everyone forgotten this administrations opening act “Cash for Clunkers”
then there were billion dollar bailouts for banks, lending institutions and Wall
St. ObamaCare, Solandra, Fast and Furious and the billions of dollars Corsine
was responsible for that is still unaccounted for? All these things happed without Congressional approval or the House passing it. All those things happened
without our representatives even knowing about it, or so they claim. Isn’t it amazing? When something works everyone was a part of it, when it doesn’t, nobody
knew anything about it, or so they claim.
The most chilling thing I have heard from Obama since his “Fundamentally Change
America” speech is the latest “I deserve a second term, let me finish what I
started”. What does that mean? The T.E.A. Party people got in my way and maybe
people aren’t as stupid as I thought or I can’t bankrupt America in just four
years. I need more money Mr. Soros, Opra where are you now? An even more pathetic cry I’m getting better at this people, I’m learning. W.T.F. is this, on the
job training for the person supposed to be leading the most powerful country
in the world? Finish what? Turning the U.S.A. into the U.S.S.A. the United Socialist
States of America. I deserve where have I heard that before? Like I said in my
last message, “nobody owes you nothin,’ suck it up cupcake” the blame game is
over, let your record speaks for itself.
They talk about the rich and super rich paying their fair share, ask Pelosi how
much she pays her accountant to beat the system and the what about the multi
million dollar elite in D.C. and how about some of the over paid exocentric
screwballs in the film industry cheering for this change and supporting the liberal socialist agenda. If they can absorb the loss of multi million dollar divorce
suites like Mel Gibson’ $425,000,000 divorce settlement, professional athletes and the actors and actresses living in $80,000,000 + estates they can
cough up their fair share but they’re not the ones being targeted. Either they
are so oblivious to what they are cheering for or they are more informed than
we know about how they will be insulated from the shake down aimed at the very
wealthy businessmen and woman that have earned what they have and the millions
of Americans that have earned a living because of them.
State Meeting & 17th Annual Freedom Rights Rally in Tally 2012

7 ISSUE 2012-02

VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM

FEBRUARY 2012

PRESIDENT’SMESSAGE—CONT’D

I

will be heading up to Tallahassee again this year but I think this time I’m going to try
a different approach, instead of asking representatives to support our proposed
Bills I’m going to stop by and thank those who have supported us and spend more
time asking those who don’t, why. Obviously asking for their support isn’t working
because apparently they have no idea what legislation we are asking them to support. We have left information for them to read on the issues that not only concern
us but all motorists and still there is opposition to even the most important of
these issues, to save lives. These are not one-sided issues for motorcyclists only
these are issues affecting us all.
ABATE Palm Bch. Meeting 2/19/12
I hope to see you all at our next chapter meeting, this is where we begin nominations
for the Executive Board and chapter Trustee’ positions for 2012.
See you there.
Ride Free Ride Safe

STRONGBOW
PRESIDENT@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"
You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member.
YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of rcycle you ride.
WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators (ROWV),
still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education Courses and
classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make our voice
heard as motorcyclists.
"FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential voice in
raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact:

Strongbow President - 561-302-0879
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Vice President’s Message
I’d like to start this month’s message thanking everyone who came
out for Bike Night at the South Florida Fair. We had a pretty
good turnout of ABATE members for this one. Everybody seemed
to have a great time and got to ride their bike in the parade down
the midway. The fair was packed with bikers and Grand Funk out on
a good show. This event happens every year so if you missed out this year, plan on
attending next year.
February 11-13 is the ABATE of Florida Annual Freedom Rights Rally in Monticello. With the Annual Ride to the Capitol on Monday the 13th. This is a very important event. Seeing the bikers all show up at the State Capitol shows the legislature that we care about our rights! Strongbow will be attending this event. Contact him if you’re planning on attending.
Coming up next month in March, it’s Bike Week in Daytona! This year’s dates are
March 9 to 17. I’m looking to put a group together going up the second weekend,
Friday the16th until Sunday the 18th. We’ll be staying at the ABATE campground at
the Volusia County Fairgrounds. This is a great opportunity to help support ABATE
while having a good time. The campground has good food available and last year
there was even a beer tent. They also have vendors and firewood available. I’m
planning on having a truck available to haul gear up. This way we can load up all
our gear in one truck and all ride our bikes up. I’ve been doing this with other
members for quite a while. We always seem to have a good time regardless of what
Mother Nature throws at us. If you’re interested in making this trip or need more
info, please let me know.
Since this is also my own personal soap box, I want to bring something up not motorcycle related. BUY AMERICAN! When you’re going to buy something, check to
see if you can buy an American made product. When you buy American you help this
country’s economy. Here’s one example. For years I’ve been wearing Levi’s. Levi
Straus jeans are made in Africa, not here anymore for quite a while. If you do a
little research online about it, you might not like what you see. I now buy all my
blue jeans from Texas Jean Company. The quality and price are the same in my opinion. Although Texas jeans aren’t made in Texas, they’re made in North Carolina! But
it’s still the good old U.S.A.! So help put America back to work! You’ll find you
can find American made at reasonable prices. Sometimes you just have to look a
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Vice President’s Message—Cont’d
little harder.
Hey and don’t forget, make sure you’re in the loop! Get on the email list and or
contact me to get on the text alert system to keep informed!
So until next month, ride safe and watch your asses out there!

NIGHTHAWK
VICE PRESIDENT ABATE PALM BEACH
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Prayer Request for Dave
Brothers and Sisters,
I would like to ask you to keep our Brother Dave in your prayers. Dave and Lisa are
the owners of Mickey's Bar in Pompano Bch. Dave was riding in Pompano one night
about three weeks ago when he went down. There were no witnesses to the accident
so nobody really knows what happened but
he was seriously injured and in a coma. After a few days he began to respond and we
all thought he would come out of the
coma and begin his recovery. Apparently,
the doctors felt it was too soon and put
him in an induced coma to allow his brain
more time to begin healing. Shortly after
that the doctors felt it was time to bring
him out of the induced coma but sadly Dave
didn't respond. He has not yet woken up
but is responding to treatment and by the
Grace of God he is still with us.
Dave has always been a true Brother to
all who know him, he and his wife Lisa have
been the owners of what may be the last
of the true Biker Bars left. He has always
put his Brothers and Sisters first and for
as long as I've known him has always been
the first to offer Mickey's as a place to
help raise money for the benefit of so
many causes and to aide Brothers and Sisters down and lost to accidents and those
who just needed to have the support of our motorcycle Brotherhood and it was
always on his dime.
If you were out riding on any given Sunday and were looking for a place to relax
grab something to eat at the end of the day, you could always count on Dave and
Lisa to have free food and cold drinks at Mickey's. The place is Legendary, it has always been the last stop on Sundays and their Bike Nights were always the best in
Broward. I know the power of prayer and our Brother Dave needs us now.

Strongbow
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ACCIDENT SCENE MANAGEMENT
Dennis Hawkins, RN ("Data")
MANAGING INJURIES - SHOCK
So what exactly is "shock"? The term "shock" has multiple meanings and definitions
depending on who you talk to. Touching a downed power line can cause one type
of shock. Another type is an unpleasant or disappointing surprise. It can also
refer to the thing on your bike that softens bumps in the road. A pile of grain
stacked on end in a field is also called a shock. But the kind I'm going to talk
about here is called physiological or medical shock.
There are three basic kinds of physiological shock. Cardiogenic (which is caused
by heart disease), Septic (which is the result of a massive blood infection) and
hypovolemic (which is caused by excessive blood loss). In an accident, hypovolemic shock is pretty much the only kind of shock we need to be worried
about.
Sometimes when an accident victim is hurt bad enough, they can die from shock
instead of their actual injuries. We have already discussed circulation in which
we need to stop any bleeding that we see. That comes first. But what happens
after you have stopped the bleeding and the accident victim is acting funny - like
something is wrong, but you can't quite figure it out? And what does it mean when
you hear someone say that a person is going into shock?
Hypovolemic shock is the body's attempt to compensate for blood loss. There
are three stages of shock.
In stage 1, the body reduces blood flow to the skin, arms and legs and diverts it
to more essential organs like the brain and heart. The pulse will become faster
and the victim may complain of being cold even though its a warm day. His skin
may be cold, clammy or discolored. The victim may have a strong carotid (neck)
pulse, but a weak or non-existent pulse at the wrist. Just looking at the patient
you might not be able to tell that anything is wrong.
In stage 2, the blood loss becomes so bad that the body can no longer compensate. At this point the victim's organs, including the brain and heart, start to
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fail for lack of blood. The victim may exhibit signs of disorientation, confusion, or
even chest pain. This stage can only last a
few minutes, but the patient may still recover if he receives proper medical treatment in time.
Stage 3 is where the organs have been
permanently damaged due to lack of blood
flow. Once the person hits this stage, its
just a downward spiral as their kidneys,
heart and then brain completely shut down
one by one. Medical treatment cannot save
them. The accident victim will now die.
So what can we do about it? Not much unfortunately. But first we need to recognize it if its there.
1. We need to stop any bleeding that we can. Bleeding, externally or internally,
is the chief cause of hypovolemic shock in accidents.
2. Check the pulse at the wrist every few minutes. At the same time, note
whether or not their skin is cold and clammy. Cold and clammy skin can also indicate shock.
If there used to be a pulse, but now there isn't, and the victim still has a good
carotid (neck) pulse, then stage 1 has begun. You should ask someone else to
verify that the person has no wrist pulse just to make sure.
3. You can also check for capillary refill. To do this, squeeze their fingernail
briefly between your thumb and forefinger. This will temporarily squeeze all of
the blood out of the capillaries under the fingernail. When you let go, the skin
under the nail will be white. On a normal person, the normal pink color will
return within a second or two. If it doesn't, then the victim no longer has capillary perfusion. Combined with other symptoms, this can be a sign of shock, but
other things can cause this too.
4. Shock can happen to both conscious and unconscious victims. Talk to the
accident victim if they are conscious. If they start talking strange or act disoriented, then stage 2 has begun. Talking strange may include things like making
weird sounds that resemble a foreign language or ill forming sentences such as
"cloud beat go octopus."
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If you suspect a person is in shock, then its a good idea to tell 911 about it
so they can alert the paramedics who can start getting things ready for
treatment prior to their arrival. Loosen any jackets or shirts around the
neck to help with breathing. A blanket can help the victim feel better. If
you can do so without causing pain or aggravating a spinal injury, raise their
feet 6 inches above their heart. Sometimes shock can cause people to start
vomiting. If that happens, they have to be turned on their sides to prevent
them from inhaling the barf. If you have to do this, try to keep the head,
neck and back as straight as possible to protect them from spinal injury as
best as you can.
Shock is common with fractures to the femur (the thigh bone) and femur fractures are common in motorcycle accidents. Big arteries run alongside the
femur and these can rupture causing internal bleeding. Every case is different, but if you suspect internal bleeding which is causing shock, you might
consider a tourniquet above the fracture. Broken bones are a common
source of internal bleeding that can cause shock. Remember that.
Ultimately, shock is a symptom of bleeding. Although there isn't much we can
do to treat the shock itself, we can use it as a warning sign that we missed
something. In my article about circulation, I said that internal bleeding sometimes manifests itself as a large lump resembling a tennis ball under the skin.
The important thing to remember is that this is not always true in every case
and sometimes the victim can look totally normal and be bleeding profusely
on the inside. As always, you just have to use good common sense to figure
it all out.
Ride safe and ride smart.

19 ISSUE 2012-02

VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM

FEBRUARY 2012

NEW ADVERTISER
If your looking for quality workmanship in having paint and body
work done on your car or if your
looking for a flawless paint job
on your bike look no further than
Crown Collision. I had my tanks,
fender and frame painted by Bondo
and believe me you wont find better at any price. Fast service, this
guy doesn't mess around, you'll be as amazed as I was at the quality and quick
turnaround. I'd recommend Bondo to anyone without a second thought. Check it
out for yourself.

Strongbow
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ONLY A BIKER KNOWS . . .: MOTORCYCLE WIT AND WISDOM, #16
Ken Bingenheimer, Motorcycles Examiner
Love 'em, love 'em, love 'em! I love these biker quotes. My thanks, in many cases, go
to members of online motorcycle forums, who put them in their signatures. Any
time I'm on a motorcycle forum I'm looking at signatures to find new quotes, and
occasionally I'll see something in the post itself that I just like. That's why some
of them seem quite specific in an unexplained manner, such as the first one in this
batch. Enjoy.
1. Keep the bike. Ditch the fiancee.
2. They don't expect you to finish. That's why it's the Dakar.
3. Sometimes it takes a whole tank of gas to leave your troubles behind
4. Anticipate! Most "accidents" are predictable, and avoidable.
5. Warning: If this bike is on a trailer it is being stolen.
6. Live like you mean it, then get a bike.
7. Ride fast, life is short.
8. Between safety and adventure, I choose adventure.
9. It's not a real sport unless you can die from massive internal injuries.
10. Many of us are irritable most of the time (unless we're in love or just bought
a motorcycle). -- Carolyn See
11. He who dies with the biggest gas tank--wins.
12. Adventure is taking inappropriate equipment to out-of-the-way places.
12. It is good to have an end to journey toward, but it is the journey that matters in the end. -- Ursula K. Le Guin
14. You want me to go where??? On that???? OOOOKKKKKAAAYYYY!!!!!!!!!!!!
15. Rode to hell and back and have the T-shirt to prove it!!! It's not as bad as I
thought and now I know why it's in Michigan.
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16. Sweat wipes off. Road-rash doesn't.
17. Don't mess with old bikers. They don't just look crazy.
18. Above ground, and on a Harley. Life is good!!
19. As I get older and more fragile, my bikes get bigger, heavier, and more powerful....Another beer please!
20. There are old racers, and there are bold racers, but there are no old,
bold racers who don't walk funny.

SUBMITTED BY: Dan Slow Motion" Henderson
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LEGISLATIVE & DELEGATE REPORT
DAN “SLOW-MOTION” HENDERSON
This will be a short report as not much out of ABATE State
except two items below.
Tallahassee, FL January 27, 2012 - ABATE of Florida,
Inc.'s Stiffer Penalties Bill, Senate Bill 1754, has passed it's first committee
today. The Senate Transportation Committee passed the Bill with 7 yes votes
and zero no votes. Doc, ABATE of Florida's Lobbyist, spoke before the committee during the hearing and said there no
negative comments. The next committee
for the Bill will be the Senate Criminal
Justice Committee.
Here is the link to the new approved
Florida State House, Florida State Senate, and the US Congressional district
maps http://
mydistrictbuilder.wordpress.com/. I will
be posting them on our site with comparisons to present and summaries below..
4 Congress – Districts 18
(northeast & Martin Co.) 20, 21, 22 New
18 is Martin county and the north art of
old 22 (Allen West) and some of 16
(Thomas Rooney). New 20 is most of west
Palm Beach county and old 23. New 21
is a lot of 19 (Deutch) New 22 (Allen
West) loses north part.
9 FL House – 81, 82, 85, 86,
87, 88, 89, 90, 91 (down 1) New District 81 is what was 78 and the SW half
of old 84. New 82 is mostly Martin
County with the NE corner east of I-95 in Palm Beach. New 85 is half of 84
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and most of 83. New 86, 87, 88. 90
and 91 are redesigned from other old Districts while 98 is now most of coastal
Palm Beach County.
5 FL Senate – 25, 27, 29, 32, 34
(down 1) In the FL Senate losing 1 as District 39 (Larcenia Bullard) has been removed from Palm Beach and now is in District 32. District 28 (Joe Negron) is gone
in major change leaving a bit of NE county
in District 25. District 27 (Lizbeth Benacquisto) is cut back to area between what
looks like Turnpike or 441 and I-95 with most going to 32. District 34 is basically most of what was 25 as District 25 (Bogdanoff) is now removed from
most of Palm Beach except the NE corner and Martin Co. District 29 is like
before without the extension into Broward.
I’m sure there will be more to report after the Tallahassee State Meetings and
Visit to the Capital.
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NCOM NEWS BYTES
Abbreviated version
compiled and edited by Bill Bish

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
ILLINOIS MOTORCYCLISTS CAN NOW LEGALLY RUN RED LIGHTS Motorcyclists in Illinois
will no longer be stuck indefinitely at stoplights, as effective January 1st the Land
of Lincoln joined eleven other states that allow riders to proceed through malfunctioning red lights. Sensors that trigger light changes often aren’t sensitive
enough to detect motorcycles, which prompted the Illinois legislature to pass HB
S860, supported by ABATE of Illinois, which allows motorcycles stopped at a red
light to go through the light if it doesn’t turn green after a “reasonable” amount
of time.
Illinois Governor Pat Quinn vetoed the bill, claiming it “endangers our motorists”
because it allows the motorcyclist to determine how long is “reasonable,” but both
the House and Senate voted to override the veto and the original bill became law.
The new law, as now on the books, states: “After stopping, the driver of a motorcycle or bicycle facing a steady red signal which fails to change to a green signal
within a reasonable period of time because of a signal malfunction or because the
signal has failed to detect the arrival of the motorcycle or bicycle due to the vehicle’s size or weight, shall have the right to proceed subject to the rules applicable after making a stop at a stop sign as required by section 11-1204 of this
code.”
The law applies only to municipalities with a population of less than two million, so
the city of Chicago is exempted.
Similar so-called “dead red” laws have been enacted in Minnesota (2002), Tennessee
(2003), Arkansas (2005), Idaho (2006), Wisconsin (2006), North Carolina (2007),
South Carolina (2008), Missouri (2008), Oklahoma (2010), Kansas (2011) and Virginia (2011). In Texas and California, state law requires stoplights to be fitted with
sensors that detect motorcycles.
LAS VEGAS CLUBS SUE OVER POLICE HARASSMENT A group of Nevada motorcycle
clubs is suing Metro Police, accusing the Las Vegas police department of violating
the constitutional rights of bikers. The Confederation of Clubs and Scoundrels Pub
filed the lawsuit Wednesday, January 11, claiming that “The police are interfering
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with private business and telling private businesses that they cannot allow certain
motorcycle clubs inside their private businesses.”
Their attorney says Metro Police officers harassed bikers and threatened to pull
liquor licenses at local biker bars, like Scoundrels, based solely on the businesses’ clientele.
The lawsuit includes a letter Metro PD sent to Scoundrels Pub last June that
states an event involving the Vagos Motorcycle Club violated Clark County code and
could put the pub’s liquor license at risk.
“We’ve not asked for a penny. We don’t want money. We just want to get recognition
of the situation and get the Metro Police Department to give us our constitutional
rights. That’s all we’re asking for,” said Bandido Motorcycle Club Las Vegas President Rich Novicelli in an interview with CBS-affiliate 8NewsNow. Metro declined to
comment.
JUDGE BARS N.H. TOWNS FROM ENACTING STRICTER NOISE LAWS New Hampshire cities
and towns cannot impose limits on motorcycle noise that are stricter than what state
law allows, a Rockingham County judge has ruled.
“If each town in New Hampshire had the authority to enact different noise emission
ordinances, the state would be subject to a checkerboard pattern of laws,” ruled
Superior Court Judge Kenneth McHugh on Dec. 9. “For example, a motorcyclist
who complies with the state noise emission limit could be precluded from driving
through a town because that town enacted a lower noise emission limit than the
state.”
The judge’s decision comes in response to a lawsuit filed by the Seacoast HarleyDavidson dealership, which filed suit against the town of North Hampton, successfully arguing the town did not have legal authority to adopt its own motorcycle
noise ordinance. North Hampton adopted a noise ordinance at a May 2010 Town Meeting, requiring all motorcycles operated in the town to have exhaust noise limited to
80 decibels. State law permits motorcycles to reach 106 dB.
After the ordinance passed, the local police chief refused to enforce the ordinance, describing it as unconstitutional and explaining that law enforcement and the
town could face legal action if they enforced a lower noise threshold than state
law allows. Similarly, McHugh found the local ordinance to be “in direct conflict”
with state law and ruled the town of North Hampton “is hereby prohibited from
adopting or enforcing the ordinance.” In granting the permanent injunction, the
judge noted in his decision that the N.H. House of Representatives’ Transportation
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Committee rejected a bill to enact a law that was similar to the North Hampton ordinance.
McHugh also noted that the town administrator was notified by the federal Environmental Protection Agency that it does not grant cities and towns “any additional authority to control environmental noise beyond that available to them under state and
local law.”
House Bill 1442 has since been introduced in an attempt to lower the state’s motorcycle noise limit to the federal standard of 80 dB and would require that any
motorcycle brought in for servicing to have EPA-compliant mufflers installed at
that time. Similar measures have failed to pass three times in the past four years due
to what the bill’s sponsor calls “fierce” opposition from the powerful motorcycle
lobby.
LIVE FREE AND RIDE A New Hampshire legislator wants his state’s “Live Free or Die”
slogan emblazoned across motorcycle license plates. While he hasn’t straddled a
bike in some years, State Rep. Tim Copeland (R-Stratham) said “it’s a great saying”
that shouldn’t be limited to license plates on cars and trucks.
He said the idea was hatched at a convention for lawmakers where candy trays were
sold that were made by inmates out of defective license plates. While looking at
those candy dishes, Copeland wondered why the quote — from a toast made in 1809
by General John Stark — isn’t celebrated on the backs of motorcycles.
Rep. Copeland said there would be no additional cost to the state and he’s been told
there’s nothing logistical to prevent stamping the state slogan onto the smaller
motorcycle plates.
Copeland’s bill is with the House Transportation Committee and proposes replacing
the word “motorcycle” at the top of all motorcycle plates with the state motto.
SOUTH CAROLINA GOVERNOR PROMISES TO VETO A HELMET LAW Less than two years
after a State Supreme Court ruling barred the city of Myrtle Beach, S.C. from enforcing a mandatory helmet law stricter than the state’s requirement for riders under 21 to wear them, a helmet law for all motorcyclists statewide has been introduced in the South Carolina legislature.
Senate Bill 1046 was read in Senate for the first time Tuesday and has been referred to the transportation committee. South Carolina required all riders to wear
helmets from 1967 until 1980 when the legal mandate was limited to young riders.
The attempt to change back to a comprehensive helmet law is opposed by groups
such ABATE of South Carolina which is challenging the bill saying that they have no
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problem with helmets, but don’t agree that it’s the government’s responsibility to
police personal safety.
Governor Nikki Haley met with biker rights lobbyists recently on the steps of the
State House, where she promised them she would veto the bill. Gov. Haley, a member of Lexington County’s ABATE, told bikers at the capitol that the senate has
more important matters to focus on. She told them to tell their legislators,
“Don’t waste your time,” because even if it does pass, she’ll veto it.
In 2007 the state formed a motorcycle safety task force to look at ways to lower
fatalities. That group did not recommend a mandatory helmet law.
Currently, only 20 states require all motorcyclists to wear helmets, 27 only
require them for younger or inexperienced riders, while three require no helmet
use at all.
WEIRD NEWS: DIRTY SECRET ABOUT GAS PUMPS Gas pump handles top a recent
study of filthy surfaces, so just when you thought filling up couldn’t hurt any
more, medical researchers have announced another reason to avoid touching the
gas pump: GERMS!
Gas pump handles turned out to be the filthiest surface that Americans encounter
on the way to work, according to a study released on October 25, 2011 by Kimberly-Clark Professional, a unit of personal hygiene giant Kimberly-Clark Corp. A
team of hygienists swabbed hundreds of surfaces around six U.S. cities to see what
everyday objects are breeding grounds for the worst bacteria and viruses.
The top offenders, following gas pumps, were handles on public mailboxes, escalator rails and ATM buttons. Closely following on the filthiest list were parking
meters and kiosks, crosswalk buttons and buttons on vending machines in shopping
malls.
“It comes down to the fact that nobody cleans the things that you’re going to
touch on a daily basis,” said Dr. Kelly Arehart, program leader of KimberlyClark’s Healthy Workplace Project.
QUOTABLE QUOTE: "Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it, diagnosing

it incorrectly and applying the wrong remedies."

~ Groucho Marx (1890-1977) American comedian and film star
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GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events
around the state and throughout the country.
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all motorcyclists rights.
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness.

