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President’s Message 
Brothers and Sisters, 

Here we are at the end of 2011, I don’t know about 
you but I find it hard to believe. Maybe it’s because I 
turned 60 years old this year. I always heard that if 

you make it through your 50’s in reasonably good health you’d probably live to 
be 90. I also heard that older you get the faster the days fly by. As Andy 
Rooney (God rest his soul) once said, “Life is like a roll of toilet paper, the 
closer you get to the end the faster it goes”. I can attest to that from my own 
experience and I know I’m not alone. Woah! Somebody tell me how to get the 
wing flaps down or hit the brakes or something.  
 
Here we are at the end of 2011, I don’t know about you but I find it hard to be-
lieve. Maybe it’s because I turned 60 years old this year. I always heard that if 
you make it through your 50’s in reasonably good health you’d probably live to 
be 90. I also heard that older you get the faster the days fly by. As Andy 
Rooney (God rest his soul) once said, “Life is like a roll of toilet paper, the 
closer you get to the end the faster it goes”. I can attest to that from my own 
experience and I know I’m not alone. Woah! Somebody tell me how to get the 
wing flaps down or hit the brakes or something.  
 
It was almost 6 years ago when Chris Sharp and I began our campaign for a ban 
on the use of cell phones while operating a motor vehicle of any kind. We had a 
lot of people agree that something needed to be done but came up short on ac-
tive supporters until 3 years ago. Since then technology has evolved to create 
an even more dangerous distraction and feature nobody can live without 
“Texting”. Well, let heaven and nature sing! I received an update today Darrin 
“Scribe” Brooks, our state legislative trustee with some great news.  
 
TEXTING BILL PASSES TRANS. COMMITTEE 
 
A bill aimed at curbing the temptation to text while on the road was approved by 
the Senate Transportation Committee Wednesday by a 10-0 vote. The measure, SB 
416, prohibits driving "while manually typing or entering multiple letters, num-
bers, symbols, or other text in a wireless communication device" The bill also 
prohibits drivers from reading messages texted to them. The bill makes an excep-
tion to emergency responders and those with hands-free devices. First time of-
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fenders get fined $30, court costs and six points on their driving record. The 
bill is sponsored by Sen. Nancy Detert, R-Venice. 
 
Hopefully, we’ll be able to attach a Bill to that one to include hand held cell 
phone use when legislative sessions open in January. It’s not the solution to the 
problem we’ve been working toward but at least it proves not everybody in Talla-
hassee is asleep at the wheel. 
 
There has also been legislation introduced to repeal the law passed in Florida by 
former governor Charlie Crist in 2008 regarding ethanol in our gasoline.  
 
HOUSE MEMBERS WANT TO ELIMINATE ETHANOL MANDATE 
 
A House panel Tuesday approved repealing a 2008 law that requires ethanol in 
Florida gasoline, with sponsor Matt Gaetz, R-Fort Walton Beach, saying govern-
ment is "crawling into our gas cans.'' The proposal (HB 4013) is backed by groups 
such as the marine industry, which argues that ethanol damages boat motors. We 
all know what it does to motorcycles but as usual, there is opposition because 
of the Federal laws and the E.P.A. One of it’s biggest opponenent is Aaron Pep-
per, chief executive officer of Southeast Renewable Fuels, LLC, said his company 
is preparing to break ground on an ethanol plant in Hendry County.  
 
2012 will undoubtedly be one of the most significant and pivotal times in history, 
not just in America, but also in the history of the world. When you look at the 
big picture, the turmoil in the Middle East and Europe, nations on the verge of 
financial collapse, the civil unrest being created by radical factions worldwide 
and our own debt crisis creating a divide in American society with the Tea Party on 
one side and the occupy Wall Street movement and social unrest spreading nation-
wide. The prelude to the socialist revolution vs. the restoration of American val-
ues and upholding our Constitution. One thing for sure we are living in dangerous 
times. I remain optimistic because this great nation of ours was built on faith, one 
nation under God.   
 
I would like to send a special thank you out to our chapter members that volun-
teered to help with running our event; you all did an outstanding job in making it 
a success. Also, my thanks and appreciation to all those who came out in support 
of our chapter after the Toy Run, I hope you enjoyed the party as much as we en-
joyed having you there. The management and staff at Renegades went all out to 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE CONT’D 
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make us all feel welcome, they really worked their butts off, thank you all for 
your service.  
 
In closing, I want to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and prosper-
ous New Year. Please, remember to say a prayer for our troops serving around the 
world, especially those in Iraq and Afghanistan and their families. 
 
God bless us all, every one. 
 
Ride Free, Ride Safe 
 
 
 
Strongbow 
president@abatepalmbeach.com      

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE CONT’D 
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety 

Dedicated to  
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road" 

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed 
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. 
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization 
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the leg-

islative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide. 
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 

Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We 
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of 
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we wel-
come your support as a member. 

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE 
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and 
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents, 
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.  

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW 
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to 
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether 
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect 
your rights. 
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our 
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators (ROWV), 
still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use while operat-
ing a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education Courses and 
classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make our voice 
heard as motorcyclists.   

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD" 
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 ac-
tive chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of 
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motor-
cyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential voice in 
raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders will be pri-
marily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County. 
 
For more information contact:  
Strongbow President - 561-302-0879 
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Vice President’s Message 

I'd like to thank everyone who helped out at our event at 
Renegades. I'd also like to thank everyone who came out and 
attended. It was a good time for everyone. Special thanks go 
out to the LAMAs, they had a great showing and is truly ap-
preciated. We had a pretty good turnout by the independents, 

but the turn out by the clubs was light.  I believe that's mostly our own fault.  I 
believe that we need to start getting together in larger groups to ride to their 
events,  The motorcycle community needs to help support each other.  Our job 
is to help get out the word on motorcyclist rights, safety and awareness.  That 
requires being visible in the motorcycle community.  We also need the support, 
as they do ours. So with that said, the perfect opportunity is upon us. 
   
Saturday December 17th is the Bikers of Palm Beach Toy Run benefiting the Boys 
and Girls Club of Palm Beach County. This event is one of the most worthwhile 
of the year. This event is hosted by the Bikers of Palm Beach, an organization 
made up of all the motorcycle clubs, associations and organizations in the 
county.    This run ends at the Boys and Girls Club. There you get to experience 
the joy on the faces of the underprivileged kids when they get the toys col-
lected for this event.  So a strong showing at this event will show that ABATE 
Palm Beach cares about our community and our bikers! 
   
By now I'm sure you're all aware of the loss of our brother Pipes.  He was a 
great and wise man. He has been a part of this chapter from the beginning and 
will be missed. Cookie his wife has also  been with us too and I can only offer my 
deepest sympathy to her during these incredibly difficult times.  There will be a 
memorial service on the 18th after our regular chapter meeting.  Please plan on 
being there.      
 
Well until next month, ride safe and watch your asses out there. 
 
 
 
 

Nighthawk 
Vice President ABATE PBC 
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ACCIDENT SCENE MANAGEMENT 
 

Dennis Hawkins, RN ("Data") 

 
Managing Injuries - Circulation 
by Dennis Hawkins, RN ("Data") 
 
Last month we examined the Airway and 
Breathing part of our ABC's of accident 
management.  This month, we'll learn more 
about checking a person's Circula-
tion.   Just like last month, some of the de-
tails presented here are a bit gory, so if 
you are squeamish, consider yourself fore-
warned.   
 
Circulation is the third thing to check.  Do 
you see blood?  Is it running out of him and 
if so, how fast?  Except for injuries to the 
skull, you'll want to wad up a towel or rag 
and use it to apply firm pressure to a 
bleeding wound.  Fractured skulls are the 
exception.  You should never apply pres-
sure to a fractured skull because doing so 
will cause further brain damage.  If the 
blood is hemorrhaging from an arm or a leg, its also possible to apply a tourni-
quet above the wound to prevent excessive blood loss.  However, a tourniquet is 
really the last resort to control bleeding, so don't use one if you can stop it by 
applying pressure. 
 
Sometimes bleeding happens internally.  When it does, its not always obvi-
ous.  When it is obvious, it sometimes will show up as a bulging lump somewhere 
that may resemble a tennis ball under the skin.  The same rules apply.  Except 
for skull fractures, apply pressure to get it to go back down.  Apply ice if you 
have it. 
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One final note about bleeding is that if there is an object puncturing the victim's 
skin, you'll want to leave it be.  Don't pull it out.  It could be plugging an ar-
tery.   
 
As part of the circulation check, you'll need to make sure that his heart is beat-
ing.  Its a safe assumption that if he is conscious, then his heart is beating.  If he 
is unconscious, you can check to see if his heart is beating by checking the 
pulse in his neck.  This pulse is called the carotid pulse. You can feel this pulse 
in his neck by putting your fingers of one hand just to the side of his Adam's Ap-
ple.  You should be able to feel a pulse there if his heart is beating prop-
erly.  If you aren't sure, don't hesitate to ask someone else to try.   You can 
practice checking the carotid pulse on yourself to become familiar with the 
technique.   If you can't find the victim's pulse, then you'll need to start CPR and 
chest compressions. 
 
If you haven't already taken a CPR class, now is a good time to sign up.  You 
never know when these basic life saving skills might be useful.     CPR class 
covers chest compressions, Heimlich maneuvers and mouth to mouth resuscita-
tion.  Attempting CPR or mouth to mouth resuscitation without knowing what 
you're doing can sometimes make things worse, so a formal class is the best way 
to learn it. 
 
Using the ABC guide is a convenient way to remember the important things that 
must be done to manage injuries in an accident scene, but you must avoid the no-
tion that its a step by step process.  Its not.  If the victim has a problem with his 
airway or breathing, you still need to check his circulation.  Occasionally, the 
ABC's will seem to conflict with each other.  Sometimes this means using common 
sense to come up with a plan, and other times it can mean that there is nothing 
more you can do. 
 
After you have taken care of the victim's ABC's, go back and do them all over 
again.  Sometimes an accident victim's status can change for the worse while 
you're waiting for paramedics to arrive.  So you'll need to constantly check to 
make sure his ABC's are in good working order.  And if you find a problem with 
one letter, such as his breathing, don't ignore the remaining letters, because 
they're all important.   
 
If you have time, while you are waiting for the paramedics to arrive, you could 
also check the victim for other injuries so that you can report them to the 
paramedics when they arrive.   Its a myth that if the victim can move an arm or 
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leg, then they aren't broken.   Some injuries are obvious, but others can be hid-
den.  A person can look quite normal, but still be mangled inside.  So its impor-
tant not to make assumptions about a person's condition.   
 
As I said before, the only thing more important than your ABC's is good common 
sense.  Don't do something stupid and get yourself killed while trying to save 
someone else.  And don't forget to tell the victim and bystanders what you're do-
ing and why you're doing it.  Emotions sometimes run high at accident scenes, so if 
someone doesn't understand why you are doing something, they will likely fight 
you. 
 
Ride safe and ride smart. 

ACCIDENT SCENE MANAGEMENT- CONT’D 
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LEGISLATIVE & DELEGATE REPORT 
 

DAN “SLOW-MOTION” HENDERSON 

As everyone has heard I have had some leg problems so been 
having to stay home and go for IVs daily.  So I’ve been seeing a 
lot of news since have to wait there for awhile.  Of course a 

lot has been about the 2012 Presidential race,  but there are many local/state 
races we need to get information on. So we need to start learning who the best 
candidates for our interests are.  Therefore I have included some article from 
ABATE state legislative rep: 

“(the following is) a piece I wrote before, but it is timely and will help you 
teach your Chapter members how they can reach out to their legislators. We 
will need everyone's help this year. I will need your help to educate and moti-
vate your members to fight for their rights. 
 
Darrin "Scribe" Brooks, State Legislative Trustee, ABATE of Florida, Inc.  
To many of us, there is a fear of taking that first step of reaching out to our 
legislators. After all they are important people with fancy suits, going to meet-
ings, and have the gift of gab (as my father would say). Furthermore, we are 
just common everyday people wearing jeans and a t-shirt (that we would gladly 
give to a brother or sister in need). Our speech at times may be crude, but our 
word is our word, and you can still take that to the bank. Do not be worried 
that you will say the wrong thing, have less than perfect grammar, or show up 
at their office in dirty jeans because you had to fix your ride that morning. They 
will understand, their office staff will understand and will always be profes-
sional and courteous. If they do have a problem with our appearance, words, or 
just that we are bikers... well then, let's VOTE THEM OUT!! 
I have developed a powerful respect for those “Old-timers” and the fight they 
endured to help preserve the rights that we cherish or for some take for 
granted. I have a confession to make, the first year I was a member of ABATE, I 
came to the monthly Chapter meetings and sat in the back of the room. I heard 
the Legislative trustee and the State Delegates talk about a call to action, the 
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need for us to write, e-mail, or call our legislators. I had every intention of em-
bracing their call to action, but instead I only managed to embrace inaction. I had 
every good intention to act, but life happens and I let those calls for help go un-
answered. --- My daughter would have called me a poser or a wannabe. Then one 
day all those “good intentions” that I had cluttering up my insides caught fire, 
just like kindling when a hot ember settles on it. From that fire burst a legislative 
warrior ready to take his place next to his Brothers and Sisters as a part of 
ABATE’s continuing mission for motorcycle rights. 
I know that there are others out there that have the same “good intentions” that I 
had, but they do not know how to take that first step. Well, the long winded point 
of this article is to nudge you into taking that first step. Now is the perfect time 
to reach out for your first time. All it takes is a very brief e-mail that says some-
thing like, 
E-mail them with ease. 
What is easier than e-mail? It is quick, free, and available 24 hour a day. First you 
need to get their e-mail address. If it is not in your Chapter newsletter just 
Google them and you will get it.  
Second, keep it simple,  
 
Dear Rep. Hudson, 
I would like you to support HB 21. Thank you,  
Darrin “Scribe” Brooks,  
Gator Alley Chapter of ABATE of Florida, Inc.  
Third, tell them your name, Chapter name and ABATE of Florida. They may not rec-
ognize your name at this point, but they should recognize your Chapter name, and 
the will recognize ABATE of Florida’s name.  
Phone it in... 
Want to try a more personal approach, but only have three minutes? Pick up your 
phone and call your legislator's district office. One of the legislative aides will 
answer and you need to tell them your name and that you are with your local Chap-
ter of ABATE of Florida. Ask to speak with the Legislator, but do not be disap-
pointed if they are not available. Remember that our best allies are the Legislative 
Aides, build a friendly relationship with them because they can help you very 
much. Briefly tell the Aide way you are calling and then ask them if they are famil-
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iar with your local Chapter and ABATE? If they are not, give a 30 second plug. 
It can go something like this...  
“Hello, this is Darrin Brooks with Gator Alley Chapter of ABATE of Florida, Is 
Senator Richter available?”... (No, but would you like to leave a message?) 
“Yes, Please ask him vote NO on SB 312. Because we feel it will infringe upon 
the rights of motorcyclist. By the way are you familiar with Gator Alley and 
ABATE? (Yes, we are.) “Great, thank you for your time, Goodbye.”  
Most office keep track of their constituents support or opposition on current 
Bills. The aide will also pass your request on to the Legislator.  
When you care enough to send the very best... Go in person! 
Do you really want to make an impression? Go visit them in person, they don’t 
bite... trust me! If you are able to make an appointment, congratulations! Arrive 
a few minutes early, introduce yourself to the legislative aides. I always ask to 
take one of their cards so that I always have their contact information for the 
future. When you meet the Legislator be aware of their tight schedule and be 
to the point. If you can, take a talking points paper that you can leave with 
them. When you are done, always invite them to come and speak at a Chapter 
meeting. If you have Chapter business cards hand them out to the everyone. I 
usually follow the visit up with a “thank you” e-mail the next day.  
If you find yourself in the neighborhood of the office and have a few minutes, 
feel free to drop by and just say hello to the legislative aides. Introduce 
yourself again, telling them who you are with, and that you appreciate all that 
they do. Be brief and friendly, before long they will know who you are and 
that your voice represents many others.  
---------------------------------- 
APPEALS COURT OKAYS LOCAL RED LIGHT CAMERA LAW 
A state appeals court ruled Wednesday that the use of cameras by the city of 
Aventura and several others to catch red light runners is valid, overruling a 
lower court that had found the use of the devices before a new state law was 
enacted illegal. The majority of the three judge panel of the Third District 
Court of Appeal in Miami said that Aventura, which had red light cameras in 
place before a 2010 state law that specifically allows them, was within the 
law. 
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"Doing so is well within the city’s exercise of its broad home rule power and 
falls squarely within the specific authority carved out" by lawmakers for local 
enforcement of traffic laws, Judge Angel Cortinas wrote for the 2-1 majority. 
"Through the ordinance, the city has simply developed a procedure for carrying 
out its power to regulate, restrict or monitor traffic." Senior Judge Alan R. 
Schwartz joined Cortinas on the majority. Judge Leslie Rothenberg dissented. 
The bill passed by the Legislature in 2010 now pre-empts municipal regulation 
of red light cameras, but Aventura and several other cities had the enforcement 
mechanisms in place before the law was passed. The appeals court noted that the 
new law specifically didn't invalidate pre-existing camera systems, but moved their 
regulation to the state. The case is City of Aventura v. Richard Masone. 
 
In a continued effort to keep you informed on many different things that are go-
ing on in the legislature, I offer this non-motorcycle tidbit. 
  
GAMBLING ESTIMATES 
 
With destination gambling on the tips of Capitol tongues, state economists on Fri-
day took a shot at estimating the anticipated revenue of such gaming ventures in 
Florida. A panel of economists from the Legislature and the governor's office 
met Friday to take a look at a proposal to allow up to three resort casinos in 
South Florida.  
 
The economic impact of such mega casino resorts remains a moving target and 
changes dramatically depending on whose talking. One player, Genting Group, has 
said the state could reap $400 to $600 million in revenue to the state each 
year if three resorts are allowed to build in South Florida. 
 
Meeting Friday, state economists said destination resorts could have an impact of 
up to $155 million in the 2012-13 fiscal year and by 2015-16 an impact of be-
tween $24.3 million and $118.9 million. This is a slightly higher estimate than a 
previous figure released last month. Economists noted the estimates do not in-
clude local property tax revenue derived from the developments. “ 
  
Darrin "Scribe" Brooks, State Legislative Trustee,  
ABATE of Florida, Inc. www.abateflorida.com 
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NCOM NEWS BYTES 
Abbreviated 

compiled and edited by Bill Bish 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 

COURT ALLOWS RAID ON RIDER ED FUNDS 
The Illinois Supreme Court may have opened 
the door for states to reallocate hun-
dreds of millions of dollars from dedicated 
funding to balance their budgets.   

In a recent 6-to-1 decision, the state’s high 
court upheld a prior circuit court ruling 
that backed the governor and Legislature's 
ability to take money from hundreds of spe-
cial state funds to offset budgetary defi-
cits, a practice commonly referred to as 
“sweeping”.   

Motorcycle riders sued former Gov. Rod 
Blagojevich after he swept $1.2 million 
from the Cycle Riders Safety Training Fund 
(CRSTF) to pay general state bills after a 
2004 law passed by lawmakers allowed him 
to do so. A portion of the fee for an Illi-
nois motorcycle license goes into the 
CRSTF, which ABATE of Illinois argued was 
only to be spent on motorcycle safety edu-
cation.   

"Clearly, the fee charged by the state for 
motorcycle registration and licensing is 
state revenue, and therefore the portion 
of this state revenue which the General As-
sembly has allocated to the CRSTF is also 
public money," wrote Justice Anne Burke in 
the majority opinion. Burke rejected the 
ABATE lawyers’ argument that the special 

fund was tantamount to a special trust 
fund.   

The state Supreme Court concluded that 
the legislature cannot create an irrevoca-
ble trust with public money because this 
would place an unconstitutional restraint 
upon the legislature’s plenary power.  

Sweeping special funds was a controversial 
way to deal with budget deficits during the 
Blagojevich administration, and although 
the court’s ruling opens the door to more 
such sweeps, current Illinois Governor Pat 
Quinn opposes fund sweeps and has worked 
to end the practice. MICHIGAN REQUESTS 
YOUR SUPPORT FOR HELMET FREEDOM  Michi-
gan may be on the verge of repealing their 
mandatory helmet law as Senate Bill 291 
appears destined for the governor’s desk, 
and ABATE of Michigan has issued a “Call to 
Action” requesting the help of all motorcy-
clists in their freedom of choice efforts. 

SB291 passed the Michigan Senate 24-14 
in late June, and is now back for a 
“concurrence vote” after passing the 
House 69-39 on Nov 2nd, so a favorable 
vote will put ABATE’s hopes in the hands of 
Governor Rick Snyder who has not indicated 
whether he will sign or veto the measure.  
Two previous repeal bills were vetoed by 
then-Gov. Jennifer Granholm. 
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“Governor Snyder prides himself on being 
all about business and helping business,” 
said Vince Consiglio, President of ABATE of 
MI, adding; “A letter from a ‘FREE’ State 
may help him realize Michigan loses motor-
cycle money every day of the summer with a 
mandatory helmet law.” 

Under the bill, motorcyclists 21 and older 
would have the option of riding helmet-free 
if they have two years of experience or 
have taken a safety course, and if they buy 
at least $20,000 in medical insurance. 

“Please urge Governor Snyder to support 
adult choice,” requests Consiglio on be-
half of ABATE, by contacting Governor Rick 
Snyder, State Capital, P.O. Box 30013, 
Lansing, MI 48909 or call (517) 373-
3400 or e-mail 
Rick.Snyder@michigan.gov.BIKERS RALLY TO 
RESCIND UN-FAIR POLICY “The State Fair of 
Louisiana, for a minute, mind you, adopted a 
discriminatory position toward bikers by 
posting signs that would not allow them to 
attend the fair in their traditional biker 
gear, some of which is protective gear,” 
said Mary Baker in an article in the Examiner 
newspaper, adding that “…bikers every-
where contribute to charity in a way that 
not many other segments of the population 
do… And, they definitely make an impact on 
the local community, spending hundreds of 
thousands of dollars at local establish-
ments including restaurants, theaters, 
bars, parks, and small businesses.  That is 
why it is disheartening to hear of discrimina-
tion based solely on appearance.”  

Upon being alerted of the fair’s new anti-
biker policy, Facebook exploded with mes-
sages like this: "ALERT/INFO: The State Fair 
of La. has adopted the policy: NO COLORS… 
Signs are now being posted at all gates. NO 
BIKER COLORS of ANY KIND. Please pass 
this on to ALL BIKER friends and family. 
MC's are being Discriminated against. To Com-
plain:::: Call State Fair of La. Let Your 
VOICES be heard.... Repost!!! Don't support 
the fair..."  

You can imagine that bikers, their friends 
and family were livid.  They began to com-
plain about the discrimination with phone 
calls to the Director of the State Fair, and 
his offices.  The result: Before the end of 
the day, this message by the representative 
for Independent Riders, Northwest Louisi-
ana, was posted on Facebook:  

"UPDATE...UPDATE...UPDATE... WE HAVE 
WON !!!!! Just received a call... And the 
State Fair of Louisiana has now changed 
their policy. THE SIGNS HAVE BEEN RE-
MOVED AND ALL BIKERS ARE WELCOME AT 
THE FAIR !!!!!! Never, never, NEVER underes-
timate the power of a close knit FAMILY !!! 
Thanks to all who made calls and 
helped !!!"  

Louisiana State COIR (Coalition Of Independ-
ent Riders) Commander Lionel “Nite Train” 
Bailey reported that the US Defenders and 
COIR conducted a phone campaign and not 
only have the Louisiana State Fair officials 
rescinded their No Colors policy, but even 
offered to organize a Bike Night to a Blue 
Oyster Cult concert.  
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LAWMAKERS OVERRIDE GOVERNOR’S VETO OF RED LIGHT BILL The Illinois House voted 94-
21 and the Senate voted 45-6 to override Gov. Pat Quinn’s veto of the “Dead Red” bill 
supported by ABATE of Illinois that would allow motorcyclists to proceed through mal-
functioning red lights. 

As written, House Bill 2860 sponsored by Senator Gary Forby (D-Benton) and Representa-
tive Daniel Beiser (D-Alton), specifies that a motorcyclist would be permitted to legally 
run a red light "after a reasonable period of time," but Quinn vetoed the legislation with 
the request that a two minute wait time be amended to it. 

The law will now go into effect on January 1, 2012, and according to Sen. Forby; “A 
measure I sponsored (HB 2860) will now become law after I was successful in overriding 
the governor’s amendatory veto. The bill allows motorcyclists to go through a red light 
if it fails to change to green because the switch hasn’t been tripped, or didn’t recognize 
the motorcycle. To alleviate a few of the concerns some of my colleagues raised, I intro-
duced a "trailer bill" that requires motorcyclists to wait 120 seconds before proceeding 
through the red light. For those of us who have been stuck at a light without it ever 
changing to green, we know how reasonable this legislation is. This situation happens more 
than many people think and is a growing concern for bikers at outdated intersections. In 
fact, 360 rear end collisions occurred with motorcycles that were slowed or stopped in 
traffic in 2010. If bikers are trapped at a light, this bill gives them an opportunity to 
safely proceed through that signal, because otherwise they don't really have much of a 
choice. 11 other states already have laws like this in place, none of which have tried to 
rescind it.”MOTORCYCLISTS BEWARE: STATES WITH THE WORST DRIVERS  You might believe 
that your state has the worst drivers in the country, but a newly released report from 
Carinsurancecomparison.com ranked states according to their safety record to determine 
where the bad drivers live.   

Five factors were considered when determining the rankings; fatalities per million miles 
traveled, drunken driving, the number of tickets issued, failure to obey traffic signals 
and carelessness, utilizing data compiled from the National Highway and Transportation 
Safety Administration (driving fatalities), the National Motorist's Association (traffic tick-
ets), and MADD (drunk drivers). 
  
Here is their list of the 10 states with the worst drivers:  

#10) South Carolina - Ranked 48th for fatalities and 45th for obeying road signs.  

#9) Alabama - 46th for tickets. 42nd for fatalities. 41st for obeying road signs.  

#8) Montana - Highest ticket rate in the country. Also ranked 40th for carelessness.  
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And that's  all  the News that f i ts!  

#7) Kentucky - 42nd for carelessness and 48th for drunk driving.  

#6) Arizona - Arizona ranked poorly across the board.  

#5) Oklahoma - Lots of DUIs, fatal accidents, and traffic tickets.  

#4) Florida – Not as many drunk drivers... But Florida has more tickets than any other 
state.  

#3) Texas - Texas ranked pretty poor in all categories.  

#2) Missouri - Ranked in the bottom 10 for carelessness and DUIs.  

#1) Louisiana - In the bottom 10 in all categories except failure to obey signs.  

The safest driving state was Rhode Island, followed by Connecticut, Massachusetts, Virginia, 
and New Hampshire. 

WEIRD NEWS: SPAIN FINES OVER HELMETLESS TOM HANKS POSTER   The Spanish distributor 
for the movie “Larry Crowne” was fined for a poster showing stars Tom Hanks and Julia 
Roberts riding a motorcycle without a helmet.  

Tripictures was given a traffic fine of 30,000 euros ($41,500) for using the film’s U.S. 
poster to promote the movie’s overseas premiere because the government claimed it pro-
moted reckless driving.  

The distributor initially thought the ticket was a joke, but in 1985 Spain instituted a law 
that banned advertisements from promoting reckless driving. Fines are also given to celebri-
ties if they promote the image of poor driving. One example came last year, when singer 
Shakira drove through Barcelona on a motorcycle without a helmet in one of her music vid-
eos.  

 

QUOTABLE QUOTE: “In a time of universal deceit, telling the truth is a revolutionary act."  ~ 
George Orwell (1903-1950) author of “1984” 

 



 

 

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 
 
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all motorcy-
clists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting 
VFW POST 4143 

DECEMBER 18, 2011  
11:30 am 

 

Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue 
Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US1) turn south and is 1 block on east 
side. Bike Parking is on south side of building. 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

P.O. Box 971073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

CHECK YOUR  

EXPIRATION DATE 


