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EDITORIAL GUIDELINES 
You are encouraged to submit letters about abate related to events, articles, photographs, com-
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florida, inc, will not accept any advertising that discriminates against any type of motorcyclist 
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President’s Message 
Brothers and Sisters, 

I’ve been receiving updates on some of the proposed leg-
islation that have been filed to be heard during the 

2012 Legislative sessions. There are few that deal directly with our interests.  
 
The ever-controversial issue of school prayer passed 4-1 in the Senate Ed Pre-K-12 
Committee, SB 98 allowing – though not requiring - district school boards to adopt 
resolutions that allow prayers of invocation or benediction at secondary school 
events as long as they're non-sectarian and non-proselytizing in nature. I don’t know 
what the controversy’s all about as long as there have been tests, exams and FCAT, 
prayer has existed in classrooms. Why not school events?  
 
Scribe says, “last years baggy pants Bill made it all the way thru, I just have to 
watch this one”.... 
  
Former state Sen. Al Lawson said he'll lobby against a proposal to repeal the 
state's ban on "dwarf tossing" if the repeal bill gains any traction next year. Rep. 
Ritch Workman, R-Melbourne, has filed a measure (HB 4063) that would repeal a 
law that bans bar contests that exploit dwarves. Lawson, who served several years 
in the House and Senate as a Democrat representing the Tallahassee area, sponsored 
the ban. He told the Tallahassee Democrat said the measure was needed to protect 
dwarves against exploitation and possibly even injury. “I never did think anyone would 
want to repeal this,” Lawson told the Democrat. “If it comes up in the next session, 
I’m going down to the Capitol to speak against it.” Workman has said the proposal is 
about removing unneeded regulations from the law books. 
 
I guess this is just another example the kind of Lunacy that goes on in city and state 
government. We’re not alone though, because it’s still illegal to drive blindfolded 
in Birmingham Alabama. It’s also illegal for more than eight rabbits to live on the 
same block in Alabama. Zion Illinois, it is illegal to teach household pets to smoke 
cigars, no mention of cigarettes, yet…. Kentucky state law prohibits a woman to ap-
pear on the highway wearing a bathing suit, unless she’s carrying a club. In Ohio, 
it’s illegal to fish for whales in any stream, river or lake. In Knoxville, Tn. It’s ille-
gal to lasso a fish. It’s illegal to tie a crocodile to a fire hydrant in Detroit. In 
Natchez, Mississippi, it is unlawful for an elephant to drink beer. In Marblehead, Ma. 
Each fire company responding to an alarm must be provided with a three-gallon jug 
of rum. Last but not least, a South Carolina statute states that butchers may not 
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serve on a jury when a man is on trial for murder. So, for women it’s ok???? Ya can’t 
make this stuff up folks. 
 
There are several new Bills that we will be watching some of which are not neces-
sarily motorcycle related that do affect us including, the responsible and important 
legislation that had been left on the table after the last session, which included 
our “Stiffer Penalties Bill” the Anti Texting and Cell Phone legislation and the 
“Highway Safety Act” which is actually Anti Road Rage legislation. There is also a 
very significant Bill being heard and it’s about time, SB 552 was filed by Sen. 
Dockery which would if passed, Ethics: Defining the term “special private gain or 
loss”; prohibiting a member of the Legislature from voting upon or participating in 
any legislation inuring to the personal gain or loss of the member or his or her 
relative; prohibiting a member of the Legislature from participating in any legislation 
inuring to the personal gain or loss of a business associate, employer, board on 
which the member sits, principal by whom the member is retained, or parent corpora-
tion or subsidiary of such principal; requiring that members of the Legislature vote 
on the General Appropriations Act and disclose conflicts of interest with any line-
item appropriation, etc. This Bill is currently in Governmental Oversight and Ac-
countability. 
 
In my opinion the latter is a step toward eliminating special interest groups and legis-
lators from making a lot of money off of tax paying citizens who voted to elect rep-
resentatives whom in the private sector own businesses that have everything to gain 
by passing these Bills. 
 
I would like to announce that our 8th Annual Freedom Rights Rally Event to be held 
December 4th from 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM Renegades Bar & Grill West Palm Beach, FL 
33417-4641 (561) 683-9555. If you’re planning to ride in the Bill’s Bikes Annual 
Toy Run, we would like to invite you to join us. Renegades is located just north of 
Okeechobee Blvd. on Village Dr. Go north on Palm Bch., Lakes Blvd. to the 1st traf-
fic light turn left onto Village and it’s on the north side across from Publix, it’s 
only 5.5 miles, WE’RE ON YOUR WAY HOME! 
 
I hope to see you all at the event. 
 
Ride Free, Ride Safe 
 
Strongbow 
president@abatepalmbeach.com  

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE CONT’D 
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety 

Dedicated to  
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road" 

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed 
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. 
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization 
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the leg-

islative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide. 
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 

Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We 
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of 
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we wel-
come your support as a member. 

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE 
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and 
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents, 
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.  

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW 
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to 
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether 
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect 
your rights. 
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our 
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators (ROWV), 
still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use while operat-
ing a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education Courses and 
classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make our voice 
heard as motorcyclists.   

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD" 
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 ac-
tive chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of 
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motor-
cyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential voice in 
raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders will be pri-
marily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County. 
 
For more information contact:  
Strongbow President - 561-302-0879 
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Vice President’s Message 

Well it’s getting close and as I write this we’re still waiting 
on details for our December event. If it goes off as planned 
it will be December 4th after Bill’s Bikes Memorial Toy Run. 

As usual, we’ll be looking for people to help out with the event. If you can’t 
help that’s ok, but please plan to attend to show support for your chapter!  
They’ll be a lot going on in December between our event and the toy runs. So, 
plan on seeing some chapter runs being set up for these events. That’s all in De-
cember, but it’s still November. 
 
November means it’s time for Thanksgiving. It also means it’s time for Nighthawks 
Annual Pot Luck BBQ and Social! This is when I invite all the chapter members 
out to my place in the Acreage for a party. This is a personal party and not a 
public event. This is where the members get to get together for strictly a good 
time. This is a great opportunity to socialize and get to know each other better. 
Last year we had a good time and I be-
lieve we will this year as well. This 
year the party will be on Saturday the 
26th, starts at 4pm. Flyers will be 
handed out at the November meeting 
with directions, or you can call me for 
them. So plan on being there! If you’d 
like to see all the critters, get here 
before it gets dark. It’s a pot luck so 
bring some food to share and BYOB. I 
hope to see you all there! 
 
Well until next month, ride safe and 
watch your asses out there! 
 
 
 
Nighthawk 
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach 
561-309-5412 
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ACCIDENT SCENE MANAGEMENT 
 

Dennis Hawkins, RN ("Data") 

Managing Injuries - Airway and Breathing 
 
Last month we learned our ABC's of accident management - Airway, Breathing and Circulation 
- and how these are all more important than most everything else. This month I will be 
elaborating on airway and breathing. Some of my descriptions are a bit gory, so if you are 
squeamish, consider yourself forewarned.  
 
On October 23, 2011, we lost one our motorcycle racing legends. Italian rider Marco Si-
moncelli #58 was killed when he lost control of his motorcycle at the Malaysian MotoGP 
in Sepang. Millions of fans watched helplessly as #58's unconscious body lay on the race-
track asphalt. The point to remember here is that 
no matter how much riding skill and experience you 
have, accidents can still happen and its important 
to be prepared for them.  
 
If you do come upon an accident scene, the first 
rule to remember is to use good common sense. In 
Simoncelli's case, you didn't see everyone rush out 
to check on him right away.  He was in the middle 
of a race track and another motorcycle could 
easily come along and run over and kill anybody 
trying to help him.  
 
Before you start your ABC's, you need to stabilize 
the accident scene in such a way that will allow 
you access to the victim without putting yourself at risk. In many cases, this can be as sim-
ple as blocking traffic with your vehicle. But it may still be necessary to physically move 
the victim to a non-threatening location such as pulling him out of a ditch or away from a 
fire or potential fire. Unfortunately sometimes, as in the case of downed electric lines on 
wet asphalt, you might not be able to do anything except wait. 
 
Once the accident scene is stable, the first thing to check is the person's airway. The easi-
est way to check is to figure out if he is actually breathing. If he can talk or is screaming 
in pain, his airway is probably fine. Don't confuse muscle spasms with breathing. You want to 
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know for a fact if air is getting in and getting out. Is there anything blocking his airway? Is 
he making gurgling sounds? If so, its possible that there is fluid pooling in his throat. If 
you see that, then it will be necessary to carefully turn him on his side, while trying to 
keep his neck and spine as straight as possible, to let the fluid run out so he can 
breathe. Pooling fluids could be things like blood or vomit, either way, it can't stay 
there. Its also possible that if the person had something in his mouth prior to the acci-
dent, such as chewing gum or dentures, it could be blocking his airway and must be re-
moved if it is.  
 
Then there is breathing. In most cases, you will check the person's airway and breathing at 
the same time. However, there are multiple reasons that can cause a person to not 
breathe properly and a blocked airway is just one of them. If a person's airway is clear, 
but they aren't breathing anyway, you'll need to start mouth to mouth resuscitation and 
breathe for them until the paramedics arrive. One of the reasons why a person in an acci-
dent might not be able to breathe is a neck injury, so keep that in mind when you're breath-
ing for them.  
 
Other things that can affect a person's ability to breathe include brain injuries, chest 
wounds or punctures, and heart failure. When an injury affects a person's breathing, it 
sometimes manifests itself as labored, difficult sounding breaths. Don't confuse this with 
gurgling. Labored breathing is still breathing so you wouldn't start mouth to mouth or 
turn them on their side for that. But again, don't confuse labored breathing with muscle 
spasms which can happen when a person is trying to breathe, but can't. 
 
If a person has a puncture wound to the chest area, and its bubbling or hissing, there is a 
good chance that he has a punctured lung. Since the lungs work by a vacuum, a hole in 
the chest area that lets in air will make the lung stop working and the victim will have a 
harder and harder time breathing. To prevent this, the best thing to do is to use the palm 
of your hand to seal the air flow at the wound. This wont make him better, but will help 
prevent him from getting worse. 
 
Doing mouth to mouth resuscitation is part of a CPR training course. Taking a formal 
class is important because if you don't do these things correctly, you could actually do 
more harm than good. Its not something that can be learned properly by watching your 
favorite medical TV show. 
 
As I said before, the only thing more important than your ABC's is good common sense. 
You'll want to make a point to tell the victim and bystanders what you're doing and why 
you're doing it. You'll also want to avoid putting yourself in harm's way. That last thing 
you want to do is add yourself to the list of victims that the paramedics have to deal with 
when they arrive. 
 
Next month, I'll be covering Circulation management at an accident scene. 
 
Ride safe. 
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LEGISLATIVE & DELEGATE REPORT 
 

DAN “SLO-MOTION” HENDERSON 

We had a good turnout for the October State meeting – due 
to the Spooks ‘n Scoots party, Most of us came up Friday to 
camp, Charlie and Debbie got there first in their toy hauler.  
Zeke, “Rawdog”, brought up a couple of friends from Jupiter 

– Bill who is a member and Greg who has been meaning to join.  Although they ar-
rived few several hours before me, I got there just half a hour after they did. I 
guess it was because of several stops due to rain and others by Bill (if you saw 
Wild Hogs you’d know why).  So between that and camping stories Bill got his road 
name “Pisser” and never take a Gatorade from him.  In the future we plan on get-
ting a site together as Charlie and Deb were by the RV section away from us. 
All but Bill attended the State meeting where Strongbow and Willie joined us.  The 
party was fun despite the rain and low attendance.  
 
I hope we can get a good group up to the December meeting and party with Treas-
ure Coast Chapter.  Then try to get some riders for February Meeting and Free-
dom Ride to the Capital.  It would be good to get a camping group up to support 
ABATE campsites for Daytona BikeWeek (with the Freedom Fighters B&G) and Lees-
burg Bikefest (there are 2 campgrounds).  It is always fun. 
 
One important item at the meeting was our A.D.D. Insurance.  Every valid member 
has a $4000 Accidental Death and Disability policy.  This does NOT have to be mo-
torcycle related!  In November the State Office will be doing a mailing for the in-
surance company – the insurance company never get’s your information unless you 
mail back the beneficiary card.  You do NOT have to mail it in as it will give them 
your permission to contact you to try to sell more insurance.  If they ever call 
and get pushy let us know to report it.  Since you don’t need to send in the card, 
just let your family know about the policy and to get in touch with State Office.  
Or include it in a will. 
 
We had a presentation on the new Veterans Crisis Line, a toll-free confidential re-
source that connects Veterans in crisis and their families and friends with VA re-
sponders.  The phone number is 1-800-273-82255 and Press 1 or chat online at 
www.VeteransCrisisLine.net 24/7/365, even if you’re not registered with Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs or enrolled in VA health care. 
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On the legislative side, ABATE will try 
again for a Stiffer Penalties bill on 
those that fail to yield right of way.  It 
was mentioned that if someone gets a 
ticket for doing something to a biker 
that as part of sentence they take and 
pay for our motorcycle awareness pro-
gram.  The logistics and cost need to be 
worked out.  The vertical license tag 
need for a transponder will be dealt 
with, although it is not such a bad idea 
since the toll roads are now cashless.  
Tickets will be issued as now the inter-
state computer network is working – old 
tickets anywhere will catch up to you.  
Working on action for Trike training, 
sounds like it might become available in 
Central Florida besides North Florida.  
Bills are being filed so keeping an eye 
out for that news.  2012 will be bring-
ing elections again so it’s time to visit 
and decide on candidates. 
 
There was talk of getting more ABATE 
Safety Presentations done, some ideas 
discussed were looking for Safety Fairs 
like Old Navy store had done, let’s be 
on the look out for something like that. 
Sarasota County Bus drivers saw the 
Safety Presentation. That is an idea I’ve 

had and I hear I might have an inside per-
son to contact now.   
 
I drove up too Deland during Biketober-
fest to get more Safety Supplies that I 
showed at our last meeting – some good 
stuff.   
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Only a biker knows . . .: Motorcycle wit and wisdom, #01 
 
Ken Bingenheimer, Motorcycles Examiner  
 
If you spend any time visiting internet forums you know that many people have in-
teresting or amusing quotes in their signatures. I spend some of my time perusing 
motorcycle forums. Mostly I read to see what other people are talking about, 
and when I feel I have something to contribute I join in. Occasionally I'll actually 
have a question or some thought and I'll start a thread, but that's pretty rare. 
Regardless of the specific topic, however, I look to see the quotes. I've made it 
a point to copy down the better ones, and today I'm offering some of them to you 
for your amusement and bemusement. 
 

· Motorcyclist are all bound together by a brotherhood tie through their 
love of the sport, and what difference does it make what make of machine 
he rides as long as he belongs to the clan. - Walter Davidson, 1920 

· A bike on the road is worth two in the shed. 
· Only a biker knows why a dog sticks his head out of a car window. 
· A friend is someone who'll get out of bed at 2 am to drive his pickup to 

the middle of nowhere to get you when you're broken down. 
· A good long ride can clear your mind, restore your faith, and use up a 

lot of fuel. 
· A good mechanic will let you watch without charging you for it. 
· Always back your bike into the curb, and sit where you can see it. 
· Always replace the cheapest parts first. 
· Don't lead the pack if you don't know where you're going. 
· Every day is a good day to ride! Some are better than others. 
· Four wheels good, two wheels better. 
· Good coffee should be indistinguishable from 50 weight motor oil. 
· Gray-haired riders don't get that way from pure luck. 
· If the person in the next lane at the stoplight rolls up the window and 

locks the door, support their view of life by snarling at them. 
· If you don't ride in the rain, you don't ride. 
· If you wait, all that happens is that you get older. 
· Keep your bike in good repair: Motorcycle boots are NOT comfortable 

for walking. 
· Never be afraid to slow down. 
· Saddlebags can never hold everything you want, but they CAN hold every-

thing you need. 
· The only good view of a thunderstorm is in your rearview mirror. 
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NCOM NEWS BYTES 
Abbreviated version 

compiled and edited by Bill Bish 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 

PRESIDENT OBAMA SIGNS REPEAL OF KIDS’ MOTORCYCLE BAN President Barack 
Obama signed a bipartisan consumer safety bill on August 12 that exempts youth-
sized motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) from the Consumer Product 
Safety Improvement Act (CPSIA) of 2008 that bans children’s products that con-
tain lead. H.R. 2715, introduced by U.S. Representatives Mary Bono Mack (R-CA) 
and G.K. Butterfield (D-NC), passed near-unanimously in the House 421-2 on Aug. 
1 and was approved by unanimous consent by the Senate later that day. The meas-
ure excludes kids’ off-road vehicles from the overly-broad CPSIA lead certifica-
tion rules, which previously prohibited their sale due to lead content of compo-
nents such as batteries and brakes. “This law is a win-win for American consumers 
and the American economy,” said Congresswoman Bono Mack, “and I thank the Presi-
dent for signing this critically important bill into law.” Be sure to contact your 
federal legislators and thank them for rectifying the onerous “Lead Law” bike 
ban, and for supporting the rights of millions of off-road enthusiasts and future 
motorcyclists.  
 
NHTSA (AGAIN) PUSHES HELMET LAWS NHTSA Administrator David Strickland has tes-
tified once again before a Congressional committee urging federal action to get 
motorcyclists to wear helmets. On July 27, during a reauthorization hearing on 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Strickland told a subcommittee 
of the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science & Transportation that “the 
most important step we can take to reduce the deaths of motorcyclists on our 
roads and highways is to assure that all riders wear a DOT compliant helmet.” He 
further stated that, “A grant program emphasizing the use of motorcycle helmets 
would be effective in reducing fatalities.” Last year, in response to Congressional 
testimony from Strickland that increased helmet use is the core component of 
NHTSA’s motorcycle safety plan, U.S. Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner (R-WI) introduced a 
resolution urging NHTSA to concentrate on motorcycle crash prevention and 
rider education instead of lobbying for helmet laws.  
 
U.S. MOTORCYCLE MARKET RESEARCH Research and Markets, a worldwide marketing 
research resource, has announced the addition of the "Motorcycle Dealers" re-
port to their offering of over 718,000 global marketing research reports, 
which covers nearly 4,300 motorcycle-related stores in the United States with 
combined annual revenue of $18 billion. According to their industry research, no 



25  ISSUE 2011– 11       VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM    NOVEMBER 2011 

 

major companies dominate; most companies have a single retail outlet, “The indus-
try is highly fragmented: the 50 largest companies generate just 10 percent of 
industry sales,” states the report. Under the “Competitive Landscape” heading, the 
R&M report says: “Discretionary personal income and interest rates drive demand, 
since motorcycles are high-ticket purchases and often financed. The profitability 
of individual companies depends on volume and sales of higher-margin goods like 
heavyweight motorcycles. Large dealers have advantages in broad inventory selec-
tions and negotiating power with manufacturers. Small dealers can compete effec-
tively by providing superior customer service or offering unique services, like 
bike customization.” The report further observes that, “Major competitors in-
clude private market sellers, other recreational vehicle dealers, service center 
chains, and independent service shops.” Other key topics include: Industry Over-
view, Business Challenges & Trends, Industry Forecast & Opportunities, and Prod-
ucts, Operations & Technology: For those in the motorcycle industry or starting a 
motorcycle business, or interested in better understanding the two-wheel market-
place, check them out at www.researchandmarkets.com. R&M has also conducted 
numerous other motorcycle-oriented marketing reports, including a Global Indus-
try Guide and a Global Motorcycle Report, which examines market conditions 
across Western Europe, North America as well as key emerging countries such as 
China and India.  
 
NEW REPORT REVEALS THAT 1 IN 7 DRIVERS ARE UNINSURED Summer is the time for 
road trips, long motorcycle rides and making those daily back-and-forth trips to 
run household errands. Chances are drivers will not be involved in a vehicle acci-
dent during these travels, but everyone likely will be involved in at least one mo-
tor vehicle accident in his or her lifetime. Across the United States, chances are 
roughly one in seven that a driver is uninsured, according to estimates released in 
April from the Insurance Research Council. The economic downturn is thought to 
be a major factor in the increase of uninsured motorists, with approximately 
13.8% of U.S. drivers being uninsured in 2009 despite laws in most states requir-
ing drivers to maintain minimum coverage. In a new study, “Uninsured Motorists, 
2011 edition,” the IRC estimates the percentage of uninsured drivers countrywide 
and in individual states for 2008 and 2009 based on the number of uninsured mo-
torist insurance claims versus the number of bodily injury claims. In 2009, the 
five states with the highest uninsured driver estimates were Mississippi, 28%; New 
Mexico, 26%; Tennessee, 24%; Oklahoma, 24%; and Florida, 24%. The five states 
with the lowest uninsured driver estimates were Massachusetts, 4.5%; Maine, 
4.5%; New York, 5%; Pennsylvania, 7%; and Vermont, 7%. The moral? Protect 
yourself by making sure you’re fully covered, with Uninsured and Underinsured 
Motorist coverage included in your insurance policy!  
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SAFEST STATES TO RIDE According to a statistical analysis from TheStreet.com 
financial website, the safest state to ride in is North Dakota, with a fatality rate 
nearly a third the national average, low levels of congestion and high quality 
road surfaces. In an article “The Safest States for Motorcycles” in the August 
1st Business Section, writer Greg Emerson points out that, “The truth is that 
motorcycle riding is up. Way up. Between 1996 and 2005, motorcycle registra-
tions increased 61% while vehicle miles traveled of motorcycles grew only 
8.6%, according to the Department of Transportation's Federal Highway Admini-
stration. That means a lot of new riders, riding not very far or not very often.” 
In an effort to “help keep all those weekend warriors looking to get on a bike 
and go riding from losing their heads, 
we looked at the most recent fatality 
data -- from 2009 -- to determine which 
states were the safest for the aspiring 
Evel Knievels among us. We ranked all 
50 states and the District of Columbia 
to see which ones had the smallest pro-
portion of motorcycle deaths as a pro-
portion of total traffic deaths.” Half 
of the states fall below the national 
average of 15.4%, and half above. Here 
are the 10 states with the lowest ratio 
of rider fatalities: Tenth-safest: Ver-
mont - Motorcyclist fatalities: 68; Proportion of total vehicle deaths: 11.8% 
Eighth-safest (tie): Virginia - Motorcyclist fatalities: 671; Proportion of total 
vehicle deaths: 11.5% Eighth-safest (tie): Kentucky - Motorcyclist fatalities: 
745; Proportion of total vehicle deaths: 11.5% Seventh-safest: Missouri - Mo-
torcyclist fatalities: 806; Proportion of total vehicle deaths: 10.8% Sixth-
safest: Wyoming - Motorcyclist fatalities: 129; Proportion of total vehicle 
deaths: 10.1% Fifth-safest: Alabama - Motorcyclist fatalities: 776; Proportion 
of total vehicle deaths: 9.8% Fourth-safest: West Virginia - Motorcyclist fatali-
ties: 334; Proportion of total vehicle deaths: 7.5% Third-safest: Mississippi - 
Motorcyclist fatalities: 632; Proportion of total vehicle deaths: 7.4% Second-
safest: Nebraska - Motorcyclist fatalities: 211; Proportion of total vehicle 
deaths: 7.1% Safest: North Dakota - Motorcyclist fatalities: 135; Proportion 
of total vehicle deaths: 5.2%  
 
HELMET AND ACCOUSTICS RESEARCH COULD QUIET THE RIDE After accelerating, 
most of the sound that a rider can hear isn't from the bike engine or other vehi-
cles on the road, but from the air rushing over and around their helmet. Noise 
levels inside a helmet can reach rock-concert levels when traveling at highway 
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And that's  all  the News that f i ts!  

speeds, and a group of engineers and psychologists from two U.K. universities 
have gathered to study how to minimize helmet noise to protect riders from 
hearing damage and reduce the potential distraction that noise poses to riders. 
Their research paper, which has been accepted for publication by The Journal 
of the Acoustical Society of America, says that riders experience noise from 
multiple sources. First is the engine noise, which is a relatively insignificant fac-
tor once riders accelerate to highway speeds. Audible wind noise can reach vol-
umes as high as 115 decibels or more, roughly equivalent to what power saw 
operators without ear protection would hear. OSHA recommends limiting such 
exposure to 15 minutes or less per day. Turbulent air buffeting off the motor-
cycle windshield is another source of noise, as is air rushing around the chin 
bar of the helmet. There's another type of sound experienced by riders, called 
body conducted sound. Aboard a motorcycle, this process transmits engine vi-
brations and the percussive force of the wind through the flesh and bone to 
the ear. Earplugs don't stop it, and it can be significant. Another topic under 
investigation by the Bath group is how sound impacts attention, and one experi-
ment measured how different volumes of sound impaired a test subject's periph-
eral vision. While riders and others recognize that noise can be a serious 
health issue, many U.S. jurisdictions prohibit the use of earplugs or other 
noise-reducing devices. One long road trip could take a rider through numer-
ous changes in local laws.  
 
NIGERIA BANS MOTORCYCLES IN TERROR-STRUCK CITY Officials in Maiduguri, Nige-
ria's seventh largest city and capital of northeastern Borno State, has banned 
motorbikes in a bid to curb militant activities borne on the backs of these ubiqui-
tous vehicles. Motorcycles and Okada (motorcycle taxis) are the predominant 
mode of transportation in the mostly impoverished city, and members of the Mo-
torcycle Transport Union have protested the ban on their livelihood, but the 
Borno State government is desperate to crack down on Boko Haram, an ex-
tremely orthodox Islamist sect that is seeking to overthrow the secular govern-
ment in favor of a Muslim state. The terrorist group has become known for bra-
zen public attacks conducted while riding motorbikes, and has killed at least 40 
people including police officers and politicians in drive-by motorbike attacks.  
 
QUOTABLE QUOTE: "Useless laws weaken the necessary laws." Charles de Montes-
quieu (1689-1755), French philosopher and political thinker 



 

 

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 
 
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all motorcy-
clists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting 
VFW POST 4143 

November 20, 2011  
11:30 am 

Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue 
Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US1) turn south and is 1 block on east 
side. Bike Parking is on south side of building. 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

P.O. Box 971073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

CHECK YOUR  

EXPIRATION DATE 


