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EDITORIAL GUIDELINES 
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florida, inc, will not accept any advertising that discriminates against any type of motorcyclist 
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President’s Message 
Brothers and Sisters, 

There has been some encouraging news in regard to 
cases being heard where motorcyclists have been 
killed and judges ruled in favor of the victim and their 

families. Two that I have heard of received life sentences for vehicular manslaugh-
ter, including one person that received four consecutive life sentences. Both cases 
have something in common, the trials were attended by members of ABATE. I’m not 
saying that it had anything to do with the judge’ final decision or that our presence 
influenced the jury one way or another but it obviously had the desired effect.  
 
I believe it has proven one thing, having our presence in the court room gave all 
those involved in this case a reason to dig a little deeper into the facts. If nothing 
else the support shown for the victims family may have given the judge’ hearing 
these cases a better sense of how devastating this can be on them and that a slap on 
the wrist just doesn’t get it anymore. Justus must be served.  
A high profile case was heard in Tavares, FL. September 20, 2011 – “While riding 
back home from “Biketoberfest” on October 17, 2009, Herbert “Steve” Muller 
was hit and killed by Lake County civic leader Bruce Duncan.  Duncan’s Blood Alco-
hol was twice the legal limit in addition to the ½ empty bottle of vodka FHP found in 
his truck.  In court today, Duncan did not dispute these facts. After many hearings 
in this case, on September 19 & 20, 2011 Mr. Duncan changed his plea to Guilty 
of DUI Manslaughter”. You can find the latest report on this case in this edition.  
We will be following the progress on a similar case here in Palm Beach that has 
been highly publicized regarding a drunk driver who slammed into a motorcyclist sit-
ting at a red light. 

“PBSO reports that Mitchell Wade Mizrahi, 49, was stopped on his 2008 Harley 

Davidson FLHX at a red light in the left through lane of westbound Okeechobee 

Boulevard at Highway 441 at 10:37 p.m. when a Ford F-350 driven by John Henry 

Fogerty III, of 17714 32nd Lane North, Loxahatchee, approached from behind and 

struck the motorcycle”. Mizrahi was ejected from the motorcycle and killed at the 

scene. He was not wearing a helmet, according to the PBSO report. Fogerty was 

transported to a local hospital for treatment. Read more: http://www.cbs12.com/

articles/plows-4733531-kills-royal.html#ixzz1ZORZ8Wtw 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE CONT’D 
 

This guy was sitting at a light and gets rear ended by a drunk. Let me just stop 

there and ask you would it have made a difference if he was wearing a helmet? 

Why, is this always reported when there is a injury or fatality involving a motor-

cyclist that was not wearing a helmet but when a motorcyclist is injured or 

killed that was wearing a helmet it’s rarely, if ever even mentioned. I’m amazed, 

they didn’t mention he wasn’t wearing a helmet, his orange and green Day- Glo 

vest, fire proof kevlar body armor and Michlin inflatable bounce suit on a mo-

torcycle without an air bag, an ejector seat with a parachute pack and an inflat-

able survival raft with enough rations for three days. I’m kidding of course, but 

some of these things have already been developed and proposed especially in 

Europe and in the United Nations. 

 

The media has never been kind to motorcyclists but I think it’s important for us 

to continue to bring these cases to the public through the media. We all know 

the media loves drama, they only pay attention when they can cash in on some-

thing. Our presence at these hearings is a perfect way to use the media for our 

own purpose and nothing gets their attention like a gathering of motorcyclist at 

the court house. It worked for us in the past and as you now know it continues 

to work to bring justus to the families of our fallen Brothers and Sisters. 

 
As I mentioned we will be following this case and I will be updating everyone as it 
progresses. I hope to see the support of all members of the Palm Beach motor-
cycle community when John Fogerty stands before the judge and his peers for 
sentencing.  
 
Ride Free, Ride safe  
 
 
Strongbow 
president@abatepalmbeach.com  
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety 

Dedicated to  
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road" 

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed 
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. 
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization 
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the leg-

islative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide. 
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 

Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We 
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of 
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we wel-
come your support as a member. 

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE 
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and 
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents, 
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.  

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW 
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to 
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether 
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect 
your rights. 
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our 
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators (ROWV), 
still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use while operat-
ing a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education Courses and 
classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make our voice 
heard as motorcyclists.   

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD" 
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 ac-
tive chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of 
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motor-
cyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential voice in 
raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders will be pri-
marily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County. 
 
For more information contact:  
Strongbow President - 561-302-0879 
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Vice President’s Message 

Summer here is coming to an end and fall is just about here. This 
is welcome news if you’re tired of the sweltering heat and al-
most daily rain. This time of year the riding weather improves and 
there are many more local bike events. This month is Biketober-
fest in Daytona. Biketoberfest offers much the same as Bike 

Week with generally smaller crowds. Now I’m not saying it won’t be crowded, but it’s 
easier to get around and you spend less time stuck in traffic. For much of the crowd 
there this is their last opportunity to get out on their bikes and get away. For them, 
fall means putting away the bike until spring. Glad I live here and can enjoy riding year 
round! While the folks up North are waiting to thaw out and for Bike Week in March, 
we’ll be riding. 
 
The local bike nights like Iron Eagle and Turboz will get bigger crowds and make for 
an even better time. We should start seeing more local events on the weekends. There 
are 4 Toy Runs coming up around the corner and our annual event. So there’s going 
to be a lot of rides coming up and I’m sure many of them will be planned as chapter 
rides. It would be nice to see us getting strong turnouts for chapter rides and having 
a good time together. All work and no play makes for a boring chapter with little in-
terest. 
 
Speaking of work we’ll be having our annual event in December and we need to start 
getting everything together for it. So as usual we’ll need people to take some time to 
help out. So if you can help out, please do. 
 
With the improvement in weather, I’m hoping to see more people turnout at our regu-
lar monthly meeting. This chapter is about its members and we need more members to 
be involved with all aspects of the chapter. If you’re a member, but don’t attend for 
reasons other than personal time restric-
tions I’d like to know. Maybe we can fix it. 
As VP I’m always looking to help things run 
smoother so if you have any suggestions, 
I’m always willing to listen. 
 
Until next month, ride safe and watch your 
asses out there.  
 
 
Nighthawk 
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach 
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Managing Accidents 
by Dennis Hawkins, RN ("Data") 
 
On September 12, 2011, another video went viral on Youtube.  This one was of 
a motorcyclist, Brandon Wright, who was pinned under a burning SUV and res-
cued when bystanders lifted the car off him.  Brandon was lucky and is recover-
ing well. 
 
However, about a week before that, on September 2nd, another motorcyclist, 
Karam Rampersaud, in New York city was also pinned under a car.  Karam was not 
so lucky.  Although there were plenty of people around, nobody tried to help 
him.  Karam died under the car from suffocation. 
 
Many people have been told that you shouldn't move an accident victim unless 
they are in danger of fire.  This is not entirely true.  The presumption is that if 
you move someone, you could injure their spine.  So, in a way, it was fortunate 
for Brandon that there was a fire and people felt that it was OK to move him. 
 
The reality is that you shouldn't move accident victims unnecessarily.  When 
there is a fire, necessity is obvious.  But when someone is trapped under a car 
that isn't on fire, it might not be so obvious.  People who are trapped under a 
car are not able to breathe because of the crushing weight of the car.  Thus, 
getting the pressure off the victim is an absolute emergency and trumps any 
risk of spinal damage. 
 
In Brandon's case, this meant a 
bunch of bystanders actually 
lifted the vehicle.  But if there 
aren't enough cooperative people 
around, a car jack is a good 
choice.  If you use a jack, make 
sure the car is in park and the 
parking brakes engaged.   Use 
books or whatever you can find to 
chock under the car so that if the 
jack fails, it won't make things 
worse.   
 
If you pull the victim out, try to 
keep his neck and back as straight 
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as possible.  Don't pull him by the helmet as tempting as that is.  The shoulders of 
a motorcycle jacket makes a good grabbing point.  Just try to keep his head sand-
wiched between your arms as you pull.  Pulling by the feet is also OK. 
 
So if you come across an accident where someone is trapped under a car, explain 
to everyone that the person cannot breathe under there and that its imperative to 
get the victim out immediately.  If you don't explain this, then its likely that people 
with fight you when you try to get him out. 
 
When helping any accident victim, always remember your ABC's.  That is,  
 
    A = AIRWAY 
    B = BREATHING 
    C = CIRCULATION 
 
In that order, do whatever is necessary to make sure these body functions are 
working normally.  All of these trump spinal injuries.  So if its absolutely neces-
sary to move someone to clear their airway (i.e. drowning), then do it.  The same is 
true if you need to move them to stop bleeding (circulation) by applying pressure 
to a wound. 
 
Hopefully, you won't ever need these tips, but if you do, it might save someone's 
life.   
 
Ride safe. 
 
 
Dennis "Data" Hawkins 
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OCTOBER 

M e e t i n g  c h a n g e d  t o :  
 

Sunday—October 23rd— 
 

SAME PLACE, SAME TIME 
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LEGISLATIVE & DELEGATE REPORT 
 

DAN “SLOW-MOTION” HENDERSON 

updates.  This is a great example of what we can do when we get involved and 
show up, preventing this guy from getting away as his powerful buddies wanted.  
It is a classic example of true American government by the People. 
 
Update received 9/30/11 
 
Civic Leader Sentenced to 10+ Years for Killing Biker 

Tavares, FL, September 30, 2011 – After changing his plea to “guilty” back on 
September 19th, former Public Defender Bruce Duncan was sentenced today to 
ten years and four months in a state prison, three years probation, a lifetime 
loss of his Drivers License, as well as a $5,000 fine. This sentence was re-
ceived after Duncan got drunk and drove his truck into Herbert “Steve” Muller 
on October 17, 2009, killing Steve. 
 
Duncan’s attorneys asked the court for a sentence of four years, the state’s 
minimum sentence according to the guidelines. The prison sentence Duncan re-
ceived was the recommendation by the guidelines. “The fact that the Judge did 
not depart from Florida’s Sentencing Guidelines is a breath of fresh air” ABATE 
of Florida, Inc. State President, James “Doc” Reichenbach II stated today. “The 
defense had lined up a list of community leaders attempting to say Duncan was a 
great guy, and many were worried that Duncan wasn’t going to receive the punish-
ment he deserved”. 
 
Members from at least six ABATE of Florida chapters and other motorcyclists 
were present during many of the hearings, showing support for Steve Muller’s 
family and letting the public know that motorcyclists’ lives are worth more than 
a simple fine. 
 

 

We have been following the case in Lake Country of the drunk 
driver who killed a biker through ABATE State Press re-
leases.  Below is the latest until the September 30 sentenc-
ing court.  Watch our Legislative page Press Releases for 
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Teen Killed in Turnpike Motorcycle Crash Two thrown from motorcycle after col-
lision on Florida Turnpike:  
By Brian Hamacher   Thursday, Sep 15, 2011   

A teen girl was killed and a man was critically injured in a motorcycle crash on 
the Florida Turnpike in Broward County Wednesday night.  
The crash happened around 11:30 p.m. near Griffin Road, according to the Flor-
ida Highway Patrol. 

 
Yasciel Sanchez Sainz, 21, and Idairis 
De La Cruz, 18, both from Miami, were 
traveling northbound on the turnpike 
on a 2006 Yahama when they were rear
-ended by a Ford Taurus driven by 40-
year-old Renzo P. D. Arrigo, the FHP 
said. Sainz, who was driving the motor-
cycle, and De La Cruz were both 
thrown from the bike and onto the 
roadway. De La Cruz was later pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 

 
Police said Sainz was taken to memorial 
regional Hospital in critical condition. 
Arrigo was also hospitalized with minor 
injuries. the crash caused northbound 
lanes of the turnpike to be closed for 
several hours. The cause of the crash 
is still being investigated. http://
www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/129876628.html 
 
INCREASES IN TOLLS FOR INFLATION COMING 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation is proposing to implement the indexing of 
toll rates for all FDOT toll roads and bridges, including the Florida Turnpike. 
Lawmakers in 2007 voted to require such an index to the Consumer Price Index or 
other inflation indicators at least once every five years starting no later than 
June of next year. Cars will typically see a 25-cent increase at each plaza. The 
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agency recently held one rule develop-
ment workshop on the proposal, during 
which officials said SunPass rates will 
go up from 6 to 7 cents per mile, and 
cash rates will be raised from 7.5 to 
8.5 cents per mile. The FDOT is basing 
the increase on the Consumer Price In-
dex’s rate of 11.7 percent inflation 
over the past five years. 
 
Darrin "Scribe" Brooks, State Legisla-
tive Trustee,  
ABATE of Florida, 
Inc.  www.abateflorida.com 

Trike vs. Motorcycle Endorsements in 
Florida 
 
September 20, 2011 - There has been 
some confusion expressed lately re-

garding Florida trike only vs. motorcycle 
endorsements.  After confirming with the 
Florida Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles, it has been learned that 
you may legally operate a trike with just 
a motorcycle endorsement. However, if 
you only ride a trike and cannot physi-
cally operate a two wheeled motorcycle, 
you must get the Florida trike endorse-
ment. 
 
Above is something I have brought up sev-
eral times at State meetings.  Since the 
trike endorsement is only offered at one 
spot in Florida and is very expensive, it is 
clearly a case of discrimination of the 
handicapped and I have been urging ABATE 
to do something about it. 
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At the September meeting I read some stats from a National Insurance Crime Bu-
reau Press Release (Sept. 21, 2011) that National Motorcycle Thefts are down 
24% since 2007. Top 5 bikes stolen are 1-Honda, 2-Yamaha, 3-Suzucki, 4-
Kawasaki, and 5-Harley.  The top 5 states for most thefts are 1-California, 2-
Texas, 3-FLORIDA, 4-North Carolina and 5-Indiana. Full story at http://
www.marketwatch.com/story/national-motorcycle-thefts-down-24-percent-since-
2007-2011-09-21 .  Also at the meeting Dennis mentioned the motorcyclists 
trapped under car in KC and NYC, here is link for Kansas story http://
www.kansascity.com/2011/09/17/3149450/motorcyclist-life-saved-by-
heroes.html  .  
 
Protect Self from Indentify Theft ???? 
 
Protect Yourself From Identity Theft 
 
Below is another article I had saved from some magazine some time ago and re-
cently re-found.  It might have been in Wheels on the Road, I am not sure. 
 
“Under state law, the DMV has the right to sell and distribute your personal in-
formation on file (DOB, SS#, Address, etc.). However the law also requires that 
the DMV give individuals the opportunity to block their information (Driver Pri-
vacy Protection Act) from being sold.   
 
I went to the DMV web site and found my info was not blocked and available to 
anyone. It took me 20 seconds to block it on their web site.  Please pass this 
along to your friends in Florida.  (It is free to block your information)”  There 
was a web address but it didn’t work anymore.  So at the DMV site I searched for 
Driver Privacy Protection Act and got address http://www.flhsmv.gov/ddl/
dppainfo.html and it seems things have changed and information is now blocked 
but can be requested.  So further legal investigation is needed on this matter I 
believe.  The statement on that page is interesting as crash records are public 
and we often seem blocked on getting them. So here is the statement now on the 
site… 
 
“Under state law, motor vehicle, driver license, and vehicular crash records 
are subject to public disclosure. The Driver Privacy Protection Act, 18 United 
States Code, Sections 2721-2725 (DPPA) keeps your personal information pri-
vate by limiting who has access to the information. The department automatically 
blocks personal information on your motor vehicle and driver license records.” 
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Senate candidate Craig Miller hurt in motorcycle wreck Orlando Sentinel 
By Scott Powers, Orlando Sentinel Republican US Senate candidate Craig Miller 
reportedly got off with scrapes and bruises after being involved in a motorcycle 
accident in Altamonte Springs on Sunday. Miller, 62, of Winter Park, "has a few 
scrapes and ... (rest of article no longer available) 
 

Sept. 6, 2011  
A Palm Bay man was critically injured when he lost control of his motorcycle 
while making a turn, the Florida Highway Patrol reported. The accident followed a 
fatal accident this weekend involving a Brevard County resident on a motorcycle. 
FHP also investigated two other fatal vehicle accidents in Central Florida on Mon-
day -- a two-car accident in Orange County and a car-pedestrian accident in Seminole 
County. In the Palm Bay accident, Patrick Bennett, 60, was traveling south on Bab-
cock Street in Palm Bay around 9:15 p.m. Sunday, when he attempted to make a 
right turn onto Eldron Boulevard but failed to negotiate the turn, said Sgt. Kim 
Montes, an FHP spokeswoman. Bennett lost control of the motorcycle before it 
overturned and ejected him, Trooper J.L. George, an FHP crash investigator, re-
ported. Bennett was taken to Holmes Regional Medical Center in Melbourne with 
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critical injuries. FHP said Bennett was not wearing a helmet. 
Saturday, 48-year-old Cocoa resident Margaret Pratt died after a motorcycle-
pickup truck accident on State Road 520 in Orange County. Pratt was a passen-
ger on a westbound motorcycle being driven by Michael Hughes, 58, of Cocoa. 
The motorcycle was slowing during a police traffic stop and was hit from behind 
by the truck, according to the Florida Highway Patrol.Pratt and Hughes were 
wearing helmets at the time of the crash. According to FHP, the Orange County 
Sheriff's Office was conducting a traffic enforcement detail on State Road 520, 
and a deputy directed the motorcyclist to pull over. As Hughes was slowing 
down to pull over, the motorcycle was hit from behind by a Ford F-150 truck 
being driven by Austin Catroneo, 18, of Rockledge. Contact Berman at 321-360-
1016 or dberman@floridatoday.com  
http://www.floridatoday.com/article/20110906/NEWS01/109060313/
Motorcyclist-seriously-hurt-crash-Palm-Bay 
For those who live under a rock, Indian Motorcycles has a new owner. Polaris 
Industries, parent company of Victory Motorcycles, purchased the company for 
an undisclosed sum in April. With little time to redesign an entire line, move op-
erations from Kings Mountain, North Carolina, to Spirit Lake, Iowa, and con-
struct a new assembly line, Polaris decided to roll with the models Indian's prior 
owners had already spent the last year developing for 2012. Even though Po-
laris’ influence and direction won’t show up until the 2013 generation of Indi-
ans, the company still introduced three Indian Motorcycles for the 2012 model 
year. http://www.motorcycle-usa.com/743/10960/Motorcycle-Article/2012-
Indian-Motorcycles-First-Look.aspx 
 
New Jersey – a man was charged with careless driving and the improper transpor-
tation of an animal while driving his motorcycle. The pet pug was on his owner's 
lap in the rain when a Sgt. of County SPCA spotted the two and called Police to 
intercept them.  

Meanwhile, Across the Pond… 
Motorcycle Action Group 45mph m-way protests at EU rules 
 
Riders from across the UK took part in Sunday's go-slow protests against pro-
posed EU legislation.  Motorcyclists have been taking part in a go-slow along 
motorways in the West Midlands region in protest at a raft of proposed EU laws 
governing bikers.  The Motorcycle Action Group claim the laws would require 
them to submit to more regulations than other road users.  Protestors rode at 
about 45mph for up to 20 miles along the M40, M6, M54 and M5 causing some 
tailbacks. The West Midlands action on Sunday coincided with protest rides at 66 
other locations across England. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-
15053649. 
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NCOM NEWS BYTES 
Abbreviated version 

compiled and edited by Bill Bish 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 

PENNSYLVANIA MEASURE WOULD LIMIT LEARNER PERMITS ABATE of Pennsylvania is supporting 
legislation to limit the number of motorcycle learner’s permits allowed before a rider 
must get a license.  “All too often those involved in serious accidents have no motorcycle 
endorsement on their license,” lobbyist Charles Umbenhauer of BikePAC told the National 
Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), adding that “In most cases this also means they have had 
no formal motorcycle rider training.” 
  
State Representative Seth Grove (R-Dover Township) has introduced legislation aimed at in-
creasing motorcycle safety by requiring riders to get a motorcycle license rather than 
continuously reapplying for a motorcycle learner's permit. 
  
Currently, an aspiring rider can get a permit after passing a written test, which is good for 
a year to allow motorcyclists to legally ride and gain experience until they get their motor-
cycle license.  However, some riders reapply to renew the permit year after year rather 
than getting a full license, Rep. Grove said. 
  
Under Grove's proposal, a rider would only be allowed to reapply for a learner's permit 
three times in 10 years. 
  
"The purpose is to make people get the license," stated Grove, adding that more motorcy-
clists taking the skills tests or enrolling in the state’s rider training program would mean 
more trained riders on the road. 
  
If a rider doesn't get a license within 10 years of receiving the first permit, he or she 
wouldn't be able to get another permit for seven years. The bill was referred to the trans-
portation committee earlier this year and is expected to be addressed this fall. 
  
ILLINOIS GOVERNOR SEEKS CHANGES TO RED LIGHT BILL Illinois motorcyclists who get stuck 
at red lights will remain stuck a while longer, as Governor Pat Quinn has vetoed legislation 
that would have made it legal to proceed through a red light that does not detect motorcy-
cles. 
  
However, the bill may yet become law if legislators agree to make some changes. Illinois 
has what is called an Amendatory Veto, wherein the governor can reject a bill as presented 
for signing, but with changes requested that, if met, will win his signature. 
  
As written, House Bill 2860 sponsored by Senator Gary Forby (D-Benton) and Representa-
tive Daniel Beiser (D-Alton), specifies that motorcyclists could run red lights "after a rea-
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sonable period of time." Quinn objected that such wording is too subjective and “its inter-
pretation could vary from individual to individual and county to county." He asked that the 
bill be changed to specify that the motorcyclist must wait two minutes. Quinn also asked for 
clarification that motorcyclists would still have to obey signs prohibiting right or left 
turns on red and would still have to yield to oncoming traffic. 
  
ABATE of Illinois supported the measure when it passed the legislature in May, which is simi-
lar to laws enacted in 11 other states. “I was kind of disappointed with what the governor 
done,” said Sen. Forby. “ABATE’s going to have to make a decision on whether they want to 
negotiate with the governor’s office or try to override his veto.” 
  
The Illinois Legislature has placed the amendatory veto on its calendar for action on Octo-
ber 19. 
  
MOTORCYCLE-ONLY CHECKPOINTS CHALLENGED IN NEW YORK On Monday, August 29, 2011, 
Robert "Prospector" Boellner, State Legislative Coordinator for ABATE of New York, Inc., 
and NCOM Region VIII Director, met with a representative from the New York State Attorney 
General's office to discuss the ongoing motorcycle-only vehicle checkpoints. 
  
Since May 2008, ABATE has publicly expressed its opposition to New York State's tactic of 
conducting highway roadblocks which divert only motorcyclists from the state's roadways 
for the purpose of conducting "safety checks". 
  
Because motorcycles operated in New York State are already required to pass annual 
safety inspections, the ongoing New York State Police initiative serves only to harass, intimi-
date and inconvenience motorcyclists traveling upon the state's roadways. Further, motor-
cycle-only roadblocks conducted in the name of "safety checks" are a discriminatory and un-
constitutional infringement upon an individual's right to travel without interference, and an 
abuse of discretionary power as acknowledged by the New York State Court of Appeals. 
  
The Office of the Attorney General was reportedly receptive to Prospector's request of 
an investigation into the actions of the New York State Police, and a reporting mechanism has 
now been implemented for direct complaints of motorcyclist profiling. 
  
If you, or anyone you know, has been a victim of motorcyclist profiling, Prospector en-
courages you to call him at (518) 239-4560 for assistance in filing a complaint. 
  
6 MILLIONTH MOTORCYCLIST GRADUATES FROM RIDER TRAINING  The Motorcycle Safety Foun-
dation recently graduated its six millionth RiderCourse student, a milestone reached 
through the ongoing efforts of nearly 10,000 RiderCoaches at more than 2,000 training 
sites worldwide. 
  
"We have RiderCourses across the nation and around the globe, often during weekdays, and 
virtually every weekend of the year," said Robert Gladden, vice president of the Motorcycle 
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Safety Foundation, adding that a wide variety of MSF RiderCourses are available in every 
state to provide motorcyclists everywhere with lifelong learning opportunities. 
 
"From the Basic RiderCourse to a much more advanced day on the track, from standard mo-
torcycles to scooters to three-wheel motorcycles, from small bikes to large, we cover it 
all," said Dr. Ray Ochs, MSF director of training systems. 
  
In addition, the MSF collaborates with safety professionals worldwide. For example, the 
MSF is currently helping establish rider training in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. The 
MSF works with all branches of the U.S. Armed Services to support riders in the military. 
And the Foundation also works with world champion road racers on track-based programs 
that improve rider safety everywhere. 
  
"The MSF is still best known for its world renowned Basic RiderCourse, the best first mo-
torcycle ride for any new street rider and the cornerstone of the MSF’s Essential CORE 
curriculum," said Tim Buche, president of the MSF. "We want all riders to start with the 
BRC, then continue their education with the Basic Bike Bonding, Street RiderCourses and 
more." 
  
Founded in 1973, the MSF is a not-for-profit organization sponsored by BMW, BRP, Ducati, 
Harley-Davidson, Honda, Kawasaki, KTM, Piaggio, Suzuki, Triumph, Victory and Yamaha to pro-
mote safety through rider training and education, operator licensing tests and public infor-
mation programs. 
  
For safety information or to enroll in the RiderCourse nearest you, visit www.msf-usa.org 
or call (800) 446-9227. 
  
FLORIDA COPS USE SECRET FILES ON BIKERS TO LOBBY AGAINST GUN LAW Florida law-
enforcement officials dipped into secret intelligence files to lobby against legislation that 
would have allowed holders of concealed-weapons permits to carry their guns openly. 
Newly released records show that a staff lobbyist for the Orange County Sheriff’s Office 
handed out restricted photos of bikers with valid concealed weapons permits to lawmakers 
as examples of the sort of people who might scare away tourists if they displayed their pis-
tols. 
  
"I actually stopped by every one of you guy's office this morning and dropped off … photo-
graphs of some biker outlaw gang guys that have concealed firearm permits. Those are the 
ones we're worried about carrying," sheriff's Capt. Mike Fewless told the state Senate Judi-
ciary Committee on April 12, 2011. "Please defeat this terrible bill." 
  
After the provision allowing open carry of firearms was removed from the bill, the state 
Senate voted against the measure, prompting accusations of fear-mongering by law-
enforcement officials and raising concerns about police misuse of confidential files for 
political goals. 
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And that's  all  the News that f i ts!  

All together, Fewless obtained photographs and other information for 17 "outlaw bikers" 
from the Orange sheriff’s Intelligence Squad, an undercover unit that investigates 
"motorcycle gangs, white supremacy groups and organized crime,” specifically asking for 
pictures of "One Percenters", state attorney's records show. Seven of the eight photos of 
members of the Mongols, Outcasts, Outlaws, Pagans and Warlocks motorcycle clubs came 
originally from the state Driver and Vehicle Identification (DAVID) system, which Federal law 
classifies as “highly restricted personal information." None of the bikers had felony re-
cords and all were eligible for concealed-weapon permits recognized by Florida and 34 
other states. 
  
The motorcyclists are now represented by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) Attorney 
Jerry Theophilopoulos, who said he is planning to file a lawsuit against the sheriff’s of-
fice. "The only way to police the police when they break the law is to file a lawsuit, and we 
are prepared to get justice for all concealed weapon permit holders in this state," accord-
ing to “Jerry T”, who serves as legal counsel for the Confederations of Clubs in Florida 
and advises ABATE of Florida on legal matters. 
  
DRIVING WHILE BIKER From the Gunny’s Sack, a monthly newsletter from Oregon A.I.M. Chief 
of Staff Gunny Hutcheson, members of the Henchmen MC have hired a lawyer to put the San 
Jose Police department on notice that harassment is not going to be tolerated without a 
fight. 
  
They've filed an official complaint with the city's Office of the Independent Police Auditor 
alleging that the police are illegally profiling them, and the city's code enforcement unit is 
digging up zoning beefs to run them out of town. They say officers routinely pull them 
over, sometimes photographing their tattoos, based solely on their bad-boy reputations. 
  
The Henchmen's complaint is not the first time a motorcycle club in San Jose has fought the 
law using the law. Five years ago, the Hells Angels won $1.8 million after suing police and 
sheriff's deputies for illegally raiding the club's headquarters and members' homes to link 
a bouncer, charged with killing a drunken bar patron, to the biker club. A jury acquitted 
the bouncer and a federal court sided with the Hells Angels. 
  
“This kind of thing has come to a halt in Washington with their recent biker anti-profiling 
law, thanks to the Washington Confederation of Clubs and A.I.M. Attorney Marty Fox,” 
writes Gunny, “Fighting harassment by using a lawyer and the court system.” 
  
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “The Constitution is not an instrument for the government to restrain the 
people; it is an instrument for the people to restrain the government - lest it come to domi-
nate our lives and interests.” Patrick Henry (1736-1799) American Patriot and Founding 
Father. 



GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 
 
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all motorcy-
clists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting 
VFW POST 4143 

******MEETING DATE CHANGE THIS MONTH ******  
OCTOBER 23, 2011  

11:30 am 
Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue 
Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US1) turn south and is 1 block on east 
side. Bike Parking is on south side of building. 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

P.O. Box 971073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 
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