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IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 
This newsletter is the monthly publication of ABATE 
of Florida, Inc. Palm Beach Chapter Published 
monthly (12 times a year)  

Abate of Florida, Inc.  
Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 971073 

Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

DISCLAIMER 
This official publication of ABATE of Florida, 
Inc., Palm Beach Chapter accepts no respon-
sibility for the comments, advertisers or 
opinions contained in this publication 
The submission deadline for all material intended for publication in 
this newsletter is the 25th of each month. 

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES 
You are encouraged to submit letters about abate related to events, articles, photographs, com-
mentaries, etc. please do not submit Slanderous or accusing letters, profanity or nudity. Abate of 

florida, inc, will not accept any advertising that discriminates against any type of motorcyclist 

DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES  
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President’s Message 
Brothers and Sisters, 

I would like to thank everyone that turned out for 
the Celebration of Life Ceremony for our Brother 

departed Torch. I also want to send a special thank you to our Brother Flash of 
Soldiers For Jesus MC for delivering a very touching eulogy. After which the 
party started and I know Torch would have had a big ole’ Texas grin on his face to 
see everyone enjoying the friendship and Brotherhood we shared that day.  
 
I would like to thank our chapter members for coming out to support The 1st An-
nual Boys and Girls Club Toy Run fundraiser. I also want to acknowledge our 
Brother Willie and one of his friends Bob for their generous contribution by do-
nating several hundred dollars in toys with only one condition, that they be do-
nated in our name. I am extremely proud to have Willie as a Brother and as a mem-
ber of our chapter. I met Bob this week in his office but I didn’t get a chance to 
thank him personally, he received an important phone call just as we were getting 
ready to leave. 
 
Please Note; Due to the occurrence of the Phil Peterson Annual Key West Poker 
Run and  Biketober Fest falling on the same weekends as our next two meetings 
the dates will be changed to September 25th and October 23rd.  
 
Recently I’ve been seeing a number of new riding organizations out there, some 
are strictly Sport Bike riders others are a mixed bag of Sport Bikes, Metric 
Cruisers and Café style bikes look like they could tear the rear tire off the rim 
if you twist the throttle a little too quickly. One thing I haven’t seen much of 
lately, the two wheeled acrobats. I wonder if they’ve seen enough carnage, lost 
a couple friends or if they’re finally getting the message. Whatever the reason, 
it’s good to see some of these younger riders organizing and interacting with the 
motorcycle community we grew up in.  
 
Our latest effort to raise awareness to the dangers of using electronic communi-
cation devises while driving has gained some support with a couple other ABATE 
Chapters coming on board in distributing the red Stop sign shaped bumper stick-
ers “TXT = RIP” / “ Save Lives Hang Up and Drive” in their areas. I’m hoping to  
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE CONT’D 
 
eventually have a state wide campaign opened, especially with this school year 
just beginning.  
 
Our goal is to reach out to the communities we live in and get parents and new 
drivers to support our effort and have them spread the word as well. I believe 
by using this as a means of promoting safety and awareness it will also serve as 
a way to communicate directly with people who only see us riding down the road 
and don’t realize that we could be a local business owner, tradesmen or police 
officer, maybe a doctor, lawyer or the parent of one of their kids classmates. 
Who knows, it might even become an icebreaker for public relations and change 
the way motorcyclists are perceived.    
 
This is the beginning of some of the best riding weather in the country, it’s been 
a brutally hot summer and some riders I know have not been getting out there 
because of the heat and of course those late afternoon thunderstorms have 
been pretty strong, definitely not fun to ride in. With the cooler weather on 
the way there will also be a lot more events and runs taking place this also 
means more interaction with the cagers. Please ride responsibly and remember 
we are all but invisible to them, when your riding and see a cage about pull out 
onto the roadway assume they don’t see you, because they probably don’t. Be 
prepared to take evasive action, check your 6 o’clock incase you might have to 
change lanes quickly. If it’s a vehicle coming from the opposite direction about 
to make a left turn, aim your headlight directly at them or flash your headlight 
from low beam to high beam a couple times to get their attention. As a very wise 
ol’ biker once told me, “think of yourself as a mouse in a herd of elephants. 
They don’t see you and they don’t care if you live or die”.  “There are old rid-
ers and there are bold riders but there aint no old bold riders” 
 
I hope to see you at our next chapter meeting, our meetings are open to every-
one, bring a friend. 
 
Ride Safe, Ride Free 
 
 
Strongbow 
president@abatepalmbeach.com      
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety 

Dedicated to  
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road" 

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed 
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. 
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization 
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the leg-

islative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide. 
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 

Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We 
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of 
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we wel-
come your support as a member. 

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE 
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and 
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents, 
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.  

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW 
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to 
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether 
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect 
your rights. 
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our 
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators (ROWV), 
still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use while operat-
ing a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education Courses and 
classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make our voice 
heard as motorcyclists.   

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD" 
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 ac-
tive chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of 
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motor-
cyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential voice in 
raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders will be pri-
marily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County. 
 
For more information contact:  
Strongbow President - 561-302-0879 
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Vice President’s Message 

September is here and that means it’s time for Peterson’s Key 
West Poker Run! If you haven’t attended this event, this is one 
not to miss!  The Florida Keys is one of the Jewels of the U.S. 
and is right in our very own backyard.  The ride along the Over-
seas Highway is absolutely beautiful.  This event is different 

than all the others, it combines a bike event with the local flair of the Keys.  There 
are great stops along the way with the last stop in Key West.  Duval Street is 
closed except for bikes and will be lined up on both sides with some of the nicest 
custom motorcycles. They have all kinds of bike shows and events going on.  Key 
West offers some world famous bars like Sloppy Joes, Hogs Breath Saloon and 
many others, all within walking distance! Maybe you’re ready for the Duval Crawl!  
This event usually draws around 35,000 people.  You won’t find the huge masses of 
people like you do in Daytona or Leesburg. Yet with that many people in a much 
smaller area,  it gets pretty crowded!  If you haven’t made room reservations yet 
you’ll probably have a hard time finding a room in Key West now.  So consider stay-
ing in Marathon where rooms are more readily available and at much cheaper rates. I 
always enjoy the late night ride over Seven Mile Bridge.  One thing you’ll notice is 
that the place won’t be overrun by vendors. You’ll find more food vendors on the 
street than the usual bike related vendors you’d normally find. Oh, and did I mention 
you’ll find more ladies wearing nothing but paint than any other bike event!  This 
event takes place September 16-18.  Sunday the 18th is our normally regularly 
scheduled monthly meeting. Due to the event, we’ve rescheduled our meeting to the 
25th.  So plan on making the ride and having a great time!  Some of us will be heading 
out Friday morning and riding south on US 27 to avoid the turnpike.  You’re welcome 
to ride along, contact me for details.  
 
Until next month, ride safe and watch your asses out there.  
 
 
Nighthawk 
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach   

N O T I C E ! !  N e x t  2  m e e t i n g s  c h a n g e d  t o :  
 

Sunday—September 25th—SAME PLACE, SAME TIME 
Sunday—October 23rd—SAME PLACE, SAME TIME 
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Bikes are better than women! 
 
1. Bikes don't pregnant. 
2. You can ride your bike any time of the month. 
3. Bikes don't have parents. 
4. Bikes don't whine unless something is really, really wrong. 
5. You can share your bikes with your friends. 
6. Bikes don't care how many other bikes you've ridden. 
7. When riding, you and your bike can arrive at the same time. 
8. Bikes don't care how many other bikes you have now. 
9. Bikes don't care if you look at other bikes. 
10. Bikes don't care if you buy bike magazines. 
11. You'll never hear, "Surprise, you're going to own a new bike" unless you go out 
and buy one yourself. 
12. If your bike goes flat, you can fix it. 
13. If your bike is too loose, you can tighten it. 
14. If your bike gets misaligned, you don't have to discuss politics with it. 
15. You can have a black bike and bring it home to your parents. 
16. You don't have to be jealous of the guy who works on your bike. 
17. If you say bad things to your bike, you don't have to apologize before you ride it 
again. 
18. You can ride your bike as long as you want and it won’t get sore. 
19. You can stop riding your bike as soon as you want and it won’t get frustrated. 
20. Your parents won’t remain in touch with your old motorcycle after you dump it. 
21. Bikes don't get headaches. 
22. Bikes don't insult you if you're a bad rider. 
23. Your motorcycle never wants a night out with other motorcycles. 
24. Bikes don't care if you're late. 
25. You don't have to take a shower before you ride your motorbike. 
26. If your motorcycle doesn't look good, you can paint it or get better parts. 
27. You can ride your motorcycle the first time you meet it without having to take it 
to dinner, see a movie, or meet its mother. 
28. The only protection you need to wear when riding your bicycle is a decent hel-
met. 
29. When in mixed company, you can talk about what a great ride you had the last 
time you were on your motorcycle. 
 
It won’t talk back? - From Vivian Morris 
 
It's always ready to go out! - From Kathy "Cookie" Cook 
 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  BOB “BOB CAT” MARIONI 
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Labrador retriever Hawkeye lays by the casket 
of his master, Navy SEAL Jon Tumilson (getty 
images) A fallen Navy SEAL's Labrador retriever 
proved his loyalty this week when he walked up 
to his master's casket and lay down, refusing to 
leave his side. 



13  ISSUE 2011- 09         VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM    SEPTEMBER 2011    

 



 

14  ISSUE 2011- 09        VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM    SEPTEMBER 2011  



15  ISSUE 2011- 09         VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM    SEPTEMBER 2011    

 



 

16  ISSUE 2011- 09        VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM    SEPTEMBER 2011  

LEGISLATIVE & DELEGATE REPORT 
 

DAN “SLOW-MOTION” HENDERSON 

I noticed many billboards on I95 north of Orlando – by None 
for the Road and a Watch for Motorcycles.  I saw one of each 
going up to Jacksonville and three each coming back.  The 

Watch for Motorcycles one was like a poster ABATE had done and this was men-
tioned at the State Meeting. 
 
ABATE chapters have been banning together to be present at court cases where 
bikers where injured or killed by drivers to insure justice.  State has put out sev-
eral press releases about this and how it is working.  At our August meeting 
Southeast chapter members attended to tell us of a case where a Broward States 
MC member was injured.  They are following it and we let us know court dates so 
we can attend in support.  These actions are showing that while motorcycles may 
be invisible to drivers on the road, we will NOT be invisible in court for justice.  
The State has been talking with the Robe Warrior to better inform judges on mo-
torcycles. 
 
The state web site will soon have the latest motorcycle crash information posted 
so we can have the facts in any discussions.  I hope to get more safety products at 
the October State meeting.  The Watch for Motorcycles black bumper stickers are 
back.  The magnetic signs are being made by a US company (Florida I think) to should 
hold up better – they are a different size, about half in width.   And they are open 
to ideas as got more safety money.  Rio had a good idea – book covers for stu-
dents that could have Watch for Motorcycles and Stop Texting messages on them.  
State is also looking into the Motorcycle Endorsement classes for data for infor-
mation if helping in accidents down.  The National Transportation Safety Board has 
helmets on their Top 10 Wanted list again so prepare to work against that.  Previ-
ous meeting it was discussed to get involved with local Community Transportation 
Safety Councils, I have found any here via Internet search but working on that.  At 
this meeting we were told that many Colleges and Universities are having Alterna-
tive Transportation Seminars that we as motorcyclists should get involved in.  We 
need help in these two areas so if you can please do.   Several other chapters 
said will join us on our Stop Txt project.  I am compiling some videos to ad to 
Safety Presentation. 



17  ISSUE 2011- 09         VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM    SEPTEMBER 2011    

 

We have 4 months until the next Florida 
legislative sessions.  Now is the time to 
visit our representatives at their local 
offices and let them know about ABATE 
and motorcycle issues.  With twenty for 
our area I am setting a goal to try to 
get as many as possible, meaning at last 
two a week.  I could use help.  We need 
a push to get our stiffer penalties 
passed this year and not get stonewalled 
in committees.  And we might need a new 
sponsor in the House so maybe one from 
our area would be impressive.   Florida 
will be getting 2 new Congressmen in 
future so Florida is gaining in politics 
(but losing in education). 
 
ORANGE: WAIT ON LAWMAKERS BEFORE 
ADD RED LIGHT CAMERAS 
Officials in Orange County plan to wait 
to see what the Legislature does on red 
light cameras next year before moving 
forward with a plan to add as many as 80 
new cameras in the county, the Orlando 
Sentinel reported Wednesday. The 
county, which includes Orlando, has 10 
cameras in place and county commission-
ers want to add 40 more a year for the 
next two years. But there's been a push 
in the Legislature to repeal the state 
law allowing them. 
  
Darrin "Scribe" Brooks, State Legislative 
Trustee, ABATE of Florida, Inc.   
 
UPCOMING mark your calendars 
2nd weekend Oct 7-9 / State meeting, 
Spooks n Scoots is great party, camping 
Oct. 23 - SE ABATE Motorcycle Rights 
Rally 



 

18  ISSUE 2011- 09        VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM    SEPTEMBER 2011  

2nd Saturday Dec. 10 – Sate meeting by 
Treasure Coast chapter.  Close and 
good group so we should try to attend.  
Last time was good even stopped at 
Earl’s on way home Sunday.  Let’s plan 
on something. 
Sunday Feb 12 – State meeting and Mon-
day Feb 13 - Ride to the Capital Rally.  
Need more rider’s, maybe we can pool 
resources to get bikes up there.  Pre-
pare for cold.  
March 9 – 18 Daytona Bike Week.  As 
numbers dwindle, ABATE campground will be downsized in area and saves money.  
We need to go and support as is ABATE’s money maker. 
April 26-29 Leesburg Bike Fest– ABATE Lake County will have the campground 
again 
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Orange County Sheriff's Office used secret files to lobby against 
gun bill 

Records show Sheriff Jerry Demings' lobbyist handed out restricted 
photos of bikers with concealed weapon permits 
 
By Henry Pierson Curtis, Orlando Sentinel 
  

1:18 p.m. EDT, August 30, 2011 

 
Florida law-enforcement officials dipped into secret intelligence files to lobby 
against legislation that would have allowed holders of concealed-weapons per-
mits to carry their guns openly, newly released documents show. 
 
Leading the effort last spring was one of Orange County Sheriff Jerry Demings' 
staff lobbyists, who gave lawmakers surveillance and state drivers license pho-
tos of eight concealed-weapons permit holders, despite a state law that makes 
the identities of the 800,000 permit holders confidential. 
 
The idea was to distribute photographs of motorcycle gang members with valid 
gun permits to show legislators the sort of people who might scare away tour-
ists if they displayed their pistols, according to an investigation by the O 
 
The information given to lawmakers came from the secret files of the Orange 
sheriff's Intelligence Squad, an undercover unit that investigates "motorcycle 
gangs, white supremacy groups … organized crime and other non-traditional 
cases," the state attorney found. 
 
"I actually stopped by everyone of you guy's office this morning and dropped 
off … photographs of some biker outlaw gang guys that have concealed fire-
arm permits. Those are the ones we're worried about carrying," sheriff's Capt. 
Mike Fewless told the state Senate Judiciary Committee on April 12. "Please de-
feat this terrible bill." 
 
In an email to the Orlando Sentinel, Demings wrote that he did not know before-
hand about Fewless' plans to release photographs of motorcyclists with con-
cealed-weapon permits. 
The captain remains the subject of a sheriff's investigation to determine if he 
violated agency policy.  
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After the legislature removed the provision allowing open carry of firearms, 
the bill was passed stating that a concealed weapon permit holder who acciden-
tally shows a gun would no longer be violating the law. 
 
woingthe porr open-carry proviso carry pigelgiThe state Senate voted against 
the bill, prompting accusations of fear-mongering by law-enforcement officials 
and raising concerns about police misuse of confidential files for political 
goals. 
 
The State Attorney's Office and Florida Department of Law Enforcement cleared 
Fewless of violating state law, but the lawyer for the gang members and others 
say there's no question that something improper occurred. 
 
Seven of the eight photos of members of the Mongols, Outcasts, Outlaws, Pa-
gans and Warlocks motorcycle clubs came originally from the state Driver and 
Vehicle Identification (DAVID) system, state attorney's records show. Federal law 
classifies drivers' photographs as "highly restricted personal information." 
 
"It's certainly clear that highly confidential personal information was distributed 
and that is exactly what the DPPA [federal Drivers Privacy Protection Act] was 
intended to stop," said Derek Newton, a spokesman for the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Florida. "We are always concerned when the government is collect-
ing information and keeping information on people who have not been convicted." 
 
Spokeswoman Ann Howard of the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Mo-
tor Vehicles said law-enforcement officials are never allowed to publicly re-
lease drivers license photographs — "not even if someone is missing and it could 
save their life." 
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When Fewless'actions were described, Howard responded, "That is incredibly ille-
gal. That's not allowed to be done." 
 
Marion Hammer, former national president of the NRA, executive director of the 
Unified Sportsmen of Florida and longtime influential lobbyist, said the investiga-
tion revealed misuse of both the drivers license and weapons-permit records. 
 
"The concealed weapon holder database is restricted for legitimate purposes 
that does not include lobbying to achieve a political purpose," she said Friday. 
"Using that information to besmirch the reputations of citizens who have no fel-
ony records and imply they are bad people is wrong." 
 
Among those portrayed in the photos was Tracy Gil Osteen, a 49-year-old Or-
lando construction worker with one misdemeanor battery conviction. Sheriff's 
records identified him as president of the Florida chapter of the Outlaws Mo-
torcycle Club. 
 
Neither he nor the other seven motorcyclists had felony records and were eli-
gible for concealed-weapon permits recognized by Florida and 34 other states. 
The motorcyclists are now represented by Tarpon Springs lawyer Jerry Theo-
philopoulos of Bikerlaw.com. 
 
"The only way to police the police when they break the law is to file a lawsuit, 
and we are prepared to get justice for all concealed weapon permit holders in 
this state," Theophilopoulos wrote in an email.  
 
All together, Fewless obtained photographs and other information for 17 
"outlaw bikers" from the Intelligence Squad. He specifically asked for pictures 
of "One Percenters," a term for bikers linked to organized crime, to try to sway 
senators, state attorney's records show. 
 
A member of the squad, Agent John McMahon, told he provided the information 
without asking about the photos intended use. 
 
"Mike is above me in the food chain," McMahon explained. "Never said what he was 
going to do with the information." 
 
In an email sent the night before the gun hearing to Fewless and another sher-
iff's lobbyists, McMahon wrote, "While I am a complete supporter of gun rights 
for competent and law abiding citizens, I would be aghast at the thought of peo-
ple like these, even though they are not (all) convicted felons, openly carrying 
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By Barbara Hijek July 7, 2011 07:16 AM 
 
George Corno didn't have the best Fourth of July.  
 
But it looks like he really celebrated his independence. 
A Martin County Sheriff's deputy responded to a reckless driving complaint in 
Hobe Sound on Monday. According to the caller, the man was driving a three-
wheel motorcycle and sported underwear, a gray shirt and was barefoot, re-
ports Will Greenlee in his Off the Beat blog for TCPalm.com. 
 
The deputy spotted 68-year-old George Corno traveling at 85 mph. 
He wasn't hard to miss.  
 
Surprise: The sergeant that pulled him over smelled booze on his breath. 
Asked what was going on, the Stuart man admitted to quarreling with his girl-
friend and was "'bombed out of his mind.'" 
 
Oh — he stated he 'didn't realize' he was driving in his undies. 
It was a short-lived Independence Day run for Corno as he was arrested.  
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N O T I C E ! !   
 

N e x t  2  m e e t i n g s  
c h a n g e d  t o :  

 

Sunday—September 
25th—SAME PLACE, 
SAME TIME 
 
Sunday—October 23rd—
SAME PLACE, SAME 
TIME 
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NCOM NEWS BYTES 
 

compiled and edited by Bill Bish 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 

PRESIDENT OBAMA SIGNS REPEAL OF KIDS’ MOTORCYCLE BAN President Barack Obama 
signed a bipartisan consumer safety bill on August 12 that exempts youth-sized motor-
cycles and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) from the Consumer Product Safety Improvement 
Act (CPSIA) of 2008 that bans children’s products that contain lead. H.R. 2715, in-
troduced by U.S. Representatives Mary Bono Mack (R-CA) and G.K. Butterfield (D-NC), 
passed near-unanimously in the House 421-2 on Aug. 1 and was approved by unanimous 
consent by the Senate later that day. The measure excludes kids’ off-road vehicles 
from the overly-broad CPSIA lead certification rules, which previously prohibited 
their sale due to lead content of components such as batteries and brakes. “This law is 
a win-win for American consumers and the American economy,” said Congresswoman 
Bono Mack, “and I thank the President for signing this critically important bill into 
law.” Be sure to contact your federal legislators and thank them for rectifying the 
onerous “Lead Law” bike ban, and for supporting the rights of millions of off-road 
enthusiasts and future motorcyclists.  
 
ABATE OF MICHIGAN REQUESTS YOUR IMMEDIATE ACTION This urgent Call To Action is on 
behalf of ABATE of Michigan, requesting the help of all motorcyclists in their fight 
for freedom. “Senate Bill 291 passed the Michigan Senate in late June,” writes ABATE 
President Vince Consiglio. “We are asking all rights activists to send a post card to 
Michigan's Governor, Rick Snyder, urging him to support motorcycle helmet choice for 
adults.” Consiglio further advises that; “A postcard from a ‘FREE’ state may help him 
realize that Michigan loses motorcycle money every day of the summer with a mandatory 
helmet law. Governor Snyder prides himself on being all about business and helping 
business. Please urge Governor Snyder to support adult choice.” MAIL to: Governor 
Rick Snyder, State Capital, P.O. Box 30013, Lansing, MI 48909 or call (517) 373-
3400 or e-mail Rick.Snyder@michigan.gov. Michigan is one of 20 states with a manda-
tory helmet law for all riders, but before the state legislature broke for the summer 
the Senate voted 24-14 on June 28th to repeal their 40-year old helmet requirement 
for motorcyclists 21 or older, who have been riding for at least two years or passes 
a safety test, and have $100,000 in personal injury insurance. A sunset provision 
would cause the ban on helmetless riding to resume in five years, unless the legisla-
ture acts again. The heavily-amended measure now moves to the House of Representa-
tives for further action.  
 
NHTSA (AGAIN) PUSHES HELMET LAWS NHTSA Administrator David Strickland has testified 
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once again before a Congressional committee urging federal action to get motorcy-
clists to wear helmets. On July 27, during a reauthorization hearing on the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Strickland told a subcommittee of the U.S. Sen-
ate Committee on Commerce, Science & Transportation that “the most important step we 
can take to reduce the deaths of motorcyclists on our roads and highways is to assure 
that all riders wear a DOT compliant helmet.” He further stated that, “A grant pro-
gram emphasizing the use of motorcycle helmets would be effective in reducing fatali-
ties.” Last year, in response to Congressional testimony from Strickland that increased 
helmet use is the core component of NHTSA’s motorcycle safety plan, U.S. Rep. Jim 
Sensenbrenner (R-WI) introduced a resolution urging NHTSA to concentrate on motor-
cycle crash prevention and rider education instead of lobbying for helmet laws.  
 
U.S. MOTORCYCLE MARKET RESEARCH Research and Markets, a worldwide marketing re-
search resource, has announced the addition of the "Motorcycle Dealers" report to 
their offering of over 718,000 global marketing research reports, which covers 
nearly 4,300 motorcycle-related stores in the United States with combined annual 
revenue of $18 billion. According to their industry research, no major companies 
dominate; most companies have a single retail outlet, “The industry is highly frag-
mented: the 50 largest companies generate just 10 percent of industry sales,” states 
the report. Under the “Competitive Landscape” heading, the R&M report says: 
“Discretionary personal income and interest rates drive demand, since motorcycles are 
high-ticket purchases and often financed. The profitability of individual companies de-
pends on volume and sales of higher-margin goods like heavyweight motorcycles. Large 
dealers have advantages in broad inventory selections and negotiating power with manu-
facturers. Small dealers can compete effectively by providing superior customer ser-
vice or offering unique services, like bike customization.” The report further ob-
serves that, “Major competitors include private market sellers, other recreational 
vehicle dealers, service center chains, and independent service shops.” Other key top-
ics include: Industry Overview, Business Challenges & Trends, Industry Forecast & Op-
portunities, and Products, Operations & Technology: For those in the motorcycle in-
dustry or starting a motorcycle business, or interested in better understanding the 
two-wheel marketplace, check them out at www.researchandmarkets.com. R&M has also 
conducted numerous other motorcycle-oriented marketing reports, including a Global 
Industry Guide and a Global Motorcycle Report, which examines market conditions 
across Western Europe, North America as well as key emerging countries such as 
China and India.  
 
NEW REPORT REVEALS THAT 1 IN 7 DRIVERS ARE UNINSURED Summer is the time for 
road trips, long motorcycle rides and making those daily back-and-forth trips to run 
household errands. Chances are drivers will not be involved in a vehicle accident dur-
ing these travels, but everyone likely will be involved in at least one motor vehicle 
accident in his or her lifetime. Across the United States, chances are roughly one in 
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seven that a driver is uninsured, according to estimates released in April from the In-
surance Research Council. The economic downturn is thought to be a major factor in 
the increase of uninsured motorists, with approximately 13.8% of U.S. drivers being 
uninsured in 2009 despite laws in most states requiring drivers to maintain minimum cov-
erage. In a new study, “Uninsured Motorists, 2011 edition,” the IRC estimates the per-
centage of uninsured drivers countrywide and in individual states for 2008 and 2009 
based on the number of uninsured motorist insurance claims versus the number of bod-
ily injury claims. In 2009, the five states with the highest uninsured driver estimates 
were Mississippi, 28%; New Mexico, 26%; Tennessee, 24%; Oklahoma, 24%; and Flor-
ida, 24%. The five states with the lowest uninsured driver estimates were Massachu-
setts, 4.5%; Maine, 4.5%; New York, 5%; Pennsylvania, 7%; and Vermont, 7%. The 
moral? Protect yourself by making sure you’re fully covered, with Uninsured and Un-
derinsured Motorist coverage included in your insurance policy!  
 
SAFEST STATES TO RIDE According to a statistical analysis from TheStreet.com financial 
website, the safest state to ride in is North Dakota, with a fatality rate nearly a third 
the national average, low levels of congestion and high quality road surfaces. In an 
article “The Safest States for Motorcycles” in the August 1st Business Section, 
writer Greg Emerson points out that, “The truth is that motorcycle riding is up. Way 
up. Between 1996 and 2005, motorcycle registrations increased 61% while vehicle 
miles traveled of motorcycles grew only 8.6%, according to the Department of Trans-
portation's Federal Highway Administration. That means a lot of new riders, riding not 
very far or not very often.” In an effort to “help keep all those weekend warriors 
looking to get on a bike and go riding from losing their heads, we looked at the most 
recent fatality data -- from 2009 -- to determine which states were the safest for the 
aspiring Evel Knievels among us. We ranked all 50 states and the District of Columbia 
to see which ones had the smallest proportion of motorcycle deaths as a proportion 
of total traffic deaths.” Half of the states fall below the national average of 15.4%, 
and half above. Here are the 10 states with the lowest ratio of rider fatalities: Tenth-
safest: Vermont - Motorcyclist fatalities: 68; Proportion of total vehicle deaths: 
11.8% Eighth-safest (tie): Virginia - Motorcyclist fatalities: 671; Proportion of total 
vehicle deaths: 11.5% Eighth-safest (tie): Kentucky - Motorcyclist fatalities: 745; 
Proportion of total vehicle deaths: 11.5% Seventh-safest: Missouri - Motorcyclist 
fatalities: 806; Proportion of total vehicle deaths: 10.8% Sixth-safest: Wyoming - Mo-
torcyclist fatalities: 129; Proportion of total vehicle deaths: 10.1% Fifth-safest: 
Alabama - Motorcyclist fatalities: 776; Proportion of total vehicle deaths: 9.8% 
Fourth-safest: West Virginia - Motorcyclist fatalities: 334; Proportion of total vehi-
cle deaths: 7.5% Third-safest: Mississippi - Motorcyclist fatalities: 632; Proportion 
of total vehicle deaths: 7.4% Second-safest: Nebraska - Motorcyclist fatalities: 211; 
Proportion of total vehicle deaths: 7.1% Safest: North Dakota - Motorcyclist fatali-
ties: 135; Proportion of total vehicle deaths: 5.2%  
 
HELMET AND ACCOUSTICS RESEARCH COULD QUIET THE RIDE After accelerating, most of 
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And that's  all  the News that f i ts!  

the sound that a rider can hear isn't from the bike engine or other vehicles on the 
road, but from the air rushing over and around their helmet. Noise levels inside a 
helmet can reach rock-concert levels when traveling at highway speeds, and a group 
of engineers and psychologists from two U.K. universities have gathered to study 
how to minimize helmet noise to protect riders from hearing damage and reduce the 
potential distraction that noise poses to riders. Their research paper, which has 
been accepted for publication by The Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, 
says that riders experience noise from multiple sources. First is the engine noise, 
which is a relatively insignificant factor once riders accelerate to highway speeds. 
Audible wind noise can reach volumes as high as 115 decibels or more, roughly 
equivalent to what power saw operators without ear protection would hear. OSHA 
recommends limiting such exposure to 15 minutes or less per day. Turbulent air buf-
feting off the motorcycle windshield is another source of noise, as is air rushing 
around the chin bar of the helmet. There's another type of sound experienced by rid-
ers, called body conducted sound. Aboard a motorcycle, this process transmits en-
gine vibrations and the percussive force of the wind through the flesh and bone to 
the ear. Earplugs don't stop it, and it can be significant. Another topic under investi-
gation by the Bath group is how sound impacts attention, and one experiment measured 
how different volumes of sound impaired a test subject's peripheral vision. While rid-
ers and others recognize that noise can be a serious health issue, many U.S. jurisdic-
tions prohibit the use of earplugs or other noise-reducing devices. One long road 
trip could take a rider through numerous changes in local laws.  
 
NIGERIA BANS MOTORCYCLES IN TERROR-STRUCK CITY Officials in Maiduguri, Nigeria's 
seventh largest city and capital of northeastern Borno State, has banned motorbikes 
in a bid to curb militant activities borne on the backs of these ubiquitous vehicles. 
Motorcycles and Okada (motorcycle taxis) are the predominant mode of transporta-
tion in the mostly impoverished city, and members of the Motorcycle Transport Union 
have protested the ban on their livelihood, but the Borno State government is des-
perate to crack down on Boko Haram, an extremely orthodox Islamist sect that is 
seeking to overthrow the secular government in favor of a Muslim state. The terror-
ist group has become known for brazen public attacks conducted while riding motor-
bikes, and has killed at least 40 people including police officers and politicians in 
drive-by motorbike attacks.  
 
QUOTABLE QUOTE: "Useless laws weaken the necessary laws." Charles de Montesquieu 
(1689-1755), French philosopher and political thinker 



GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 
 
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all motorcy-
clists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting 
VFW POST 4143 

******MEETING DATE CHANGE THIS MONTH ******  
September 25, 2011  

11:30 am 
Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue 
Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US1) turn south and is 1 block on east 
side. Bike Parking is on south side of building. 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

P.O. Box 971073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

CHECK YOUR  

EXPIRATION DATE 


