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IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 
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P.O. Box 971073 

Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

DISCLAIMER 
This official publication of ABATE of Florida, 
Inc., Palm Beach Chapter accepts no respon-
sibility for the comments, advertisers or 
opinions contained in this publication 
The submission deadline for all material intended for publication in 
this newsletter is the 25th of each month. 

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES 
You are encouraged to submit letters about abate related to events, articles, photographs, com-
mentaries, etc. please do not submit Slanderous or accusing letters, profanity or nudity. Abate of 

florida, inc, will not accept any advertising that discriminates against any type of motorcyclist 

DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES  
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President’s Message 
Brothers and Sisters, 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who came out in support 
of our chapter at our seventh Annual Freedom Rights Rally and especially those 
members that volunteered to help out with the task of running the event. The 
weather was a bit daunting, broiling hot in the morning and early afternoon with 
storms surrounding us all day and then Mother Nature eventually had her way 
with us. All in all we still had a great time, it was good to see so many people 
brave the weather riding in and those who 
showed up in cages stayed throughout the 
entire event. As always Elena went all out 
for us, providing us with some great door 
prizes and the staff at Island Jack’s were 
fantastic. Don’t forget Island Jack’s Bike 
Night is every Wednesday stop by for some 
great food, cold beverages $.50 wings 
and live “Classic Rock” from 6 PM – 10 
PM. 
 
When the Florida legislative session ended 
this year they left a lot on the table in 
regard to safety issues, not only for motorcyclists but across the board includ-
ing all motorists. Our “Stiffer Penalties Bill” was supported in the House of Rep-
resentatives and ignored in the Senate. Every year brings new opportunities for 
our state to enact laws that will make our roadways safer for all motorists. This 
year we weren’t alone in our disappointment, AAA, also advocates of highway 
safety had proposed legislation for laws to ban texting while driving, child pas-
senger safety and improvements to the current graduated drivers license system. 
None of their proposed legislation passed, it was just a bad year for advocates 
for highway safety across the board. As discouraging as this years sessions were 
ABATE and AAA will be back next year, which may prove to be even more challeng-
ing being that the 2012 sessions will be held during an election year.  
 
The 2012 elections are also going to be crucial for all Americans, the future of 
our country may very well hang in the balance. In my opinion it will be a choice be-
tween restoring America and maintaining our constitution or watching it slip into a 
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President’s Message — Cont’d 
Euro style “One World” form of social-
ism.  
 
The later will bring about the 
“Transformation of America” that the 
current administration has promised in 
the way of “change” and the past three 
years have been just a preview of the 
kind of change we can expect. We have 
lost credibility and the respect of the 
free world, we have seen the Middle 
East explode demanding democracy and 
the right to govern themselves. That 
might sound encouraging but we saw 
how they handle change in those coun-
tries. Murdering and imprisoning their 
own citizens, burning and looting, de-
stroying whole cities, all in the name of 
democracy. Obviously, their idea of de-
mocracy is different than the way the 
rest of the world understands it to be. 
First of all democracy does not work, it 
never has. Secondly, it can’t possibly 
work in those countries where they are 
ruled by Shira Law. How can people be 
free to make choices when their reli-
gious beliefs discriminate against women 
and condone slavery and execution of 
anyone who does not follow theircreed? 
 
Those proponents of the “One World 
Government” know the secret to suc-
cess is to create civil unrest, which is-
n’t hard to do in those third world 
countries and to collapse the econo-
mies of countries worldwide. In other 
words create the illusion that you are 
now free, to do what you are told is 
best for you.  

It might be a little more difficult in a Re-
public with a constitution to guide it, so 

the first step is to abandon the Constitu-
tion. Make it appear to be insignificant, 
written a long time ago by a bunch of 
old guy’s. My Brothers and Sisters, this 
Constitution took years to write, the men 
that created this document looked far 
into the future, they knew from the be-
ginning it was going to be an up hill 
climb but they knew it was the only way 
that we would know true freedom. And 
so we became Americans. 
I know,  what does this have to do with 
motorcycles? The United Nations has 
been diligently chipping away at our 
freedom here in the States for a long 
time and for the most part we have been 
able to thwart off those jabs and con-
tinue to ride any bike we choose. The 
United Nations succeeded in establishing 
a graduated mandatory course for mo-
torcyclists. You’ll begin on a 250 CC 
until you reach the next level and ride 
up to 750 CC after testing and certifi-
cation and stamp is on your international 
drivers license. Then you will need to 
advance to the next and highest level 
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President’s  Message ——Cont’d 
1,000CC. Once you’re at that level, 
that’s it! That will be the as far as you 
go without an international license and 
of course that cost’s extra. And that’s 
just the United Nations, try to imagine 
Sharia Law. I ask in a one world govern-
ment what law will we be forced to fol-
low? With Islam becoming the fastest 
growing religion in the world I’ll give 
you three guesses and the first two 
don’t count. 
We need to come together as Americans, 
as people who don’t like to be told 
what we can and cannot do because 
someone else decided it’s too danger-
ous. They would have us riding motorcy-
cles that resemble toys with roll bars, 
air bags and transponders. Dressed in 
full silver Kevlar body suits with or-
ange and green reflector stripes and 
boots up to your knees.  
One World One Government really? 
 
We all need to take this very seriously, 
it is a threat, it is happening, it’s for 
real and it’s a vote away from becoming 
reality. 
I hope you’ll help us take a stand by 
becoming an ABATE member, we’re your 
front line. 
 A Brotherhood Against Totalitarian En-
actments. 
 
Ride Free, Ride Safe 
Strongbow 
president@abatepalmbeach.com  
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety 

Dedicated to  
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road" 

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed 
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. 
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization 
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the leg-

islative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide. 
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 

Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We 
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of 
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we wel-
come your support as a member. 

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE 
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and 
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents, 
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.  

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW 
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to 
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether 
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect 
your rights. 
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our 
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators (ROWV), 
still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use while operat-
ing a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education Courses and 
classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make our voice 
heard as motorcyclists.   

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD" 
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 ac-
tive chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of 
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motor-
cyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential voice in 
raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders will be pri-
marily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County. 
 
For more information contact:  
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346 
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event went smoother than any event that 
I can remember. Our chapter members 
that volunteer 
their time to make 
this happen also 
deserve a big 
thanks. They also 
deserve a pat on 
the back for a job 
well done. I'd also 
like to thank the 
vendors that came 
out and Island 
Jack's. Special 
thanks goes out to the staff at Iron Ea-
gle for stopping by and donating some 
awesome gift certificates for door 
prizes. Thanks also go out as well to 
Gardens Dermatology for their gener-
ous gifts. Not only did everyone have a 
good time, but this helps out our 
cause! Protecting bikers rights and rais-
ing motorcycle safety and awareness. 
Well with the rainy season here I'd like 
to give you a safety tip. When it's rain-
ing, the stuff they use to paint the 
roadways becomes extremely slick. Be 
especially aware of those big fat white 
crosswalk or stop lines. While making 
slow speed turns on them your bike tire 
can slide out from under you. I know 
because it's happened to me. This can 

Vice President’s Message 

I'd like to start off this month's message with big thanks to eve-
ryone that attended our annual Freedom Rights Rally! The event 
was held June 25th on a very rainy day. But despite the poor 
weather many people showed up. Whether they braved the down-
pours or caged over, we still managed to have a good turnout. 
I have helped worked many of our events. Besides the rain, this 

happen even with good tires. This can be 
a very dangerous situation especially 

when someone is driving 
behind you. Their visi-
bility and braking ability 
can be hampered by the 
weather. So remember 
to use extreme caution 

to avoid going down. 
One more thing to men-
tion here that's gonna 
make a lot of people 
happy. Iron Eagle Bike 
Night is back! Starting 

August 2nd in their new location on Mili-
tary Trail, a couple blocks north of 
Okeechobee. Always a good time, Jeff 
knows how to make it fun!  
Well until next month, be safe and watch 
your asses out there! 
Nighthawk 
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach 
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Prize winner 

Prize Winner 

 Photo’s from Freedom Rights Rally June 25     Island Jack’s          Photos By Dan Henderson 
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We DO need another Thomas Jefferson 
or a Jefferson Political Party. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON 
At 5, began studying under his cousins 
tutor. 
At 9, studied Latin, Greek and French. 
At 14, studied classical literature and 
additional languages. 
At 16, entered the College of William 
and Mary. 
At 19, studied Law for 5 years starting 
under George Wythe. 
At 23, started his own law practice. 
At 25, was elected to the Virginia House 
of Burgesses. 
At 31, wrote the widely circulated 
"Summary View of the Rights of British 
America " and retired from his law prac-
tice. 
At 32, was a Delegate to the Second 
Continental Congress. 
At 33, wrote the Declaration of Inde-
pendence . 
At 33, took three years to revise Vir-
ginia ’s legal code and wrote a Public 
Education bill and a statute for Reli-
gious Freedom. 
At 36, was elected the second Governor 
of Virginia succeeding Patrick Henry. 
At 40, served in Congress for two 
years. 
At 41, was the American minister to 
France and negotiated commercial trea-
ties with European nations along with 
Ben Franklin and John Adams. 
At 46, served as the first Secretary of 
State under George Washington. 
At 53, served as Vice President and was 
elected president of the American Phi-
losophical Society. 
At 55, drafted the Kentucky Resolutions 

and became the active head of Republi-
can Party. 
At 57, was elected the third president 
of the United States . 
At 60, obtained the Louisiana Purchase 
doubling the nation’s size. 
At 61, was elected to a second term as 
President. 
At 65, retired to Monticello . 
At 80, helped President Monroe shape 
the Monroe Doctrine. 
At 81, almost single-handedly created 
the University of Virginia and served as 
its first president. 
At 83, died on the 50th anniversary of 
the Signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. 
 
John F. Kennedy held a dinner in the 
white House for a group of the bright-
est minds in the nation at that time. He 
made this statement: "This is perhaps the 
assembly of the most intelligence ever 
to gather at one time in the White House 
with the exception of when Thomas Jef-
ferson dined alone." 
 
When we get piled upon one another in 
large cities, as in Europe, we shall be-
come as corrupt as Europe .  -     Tho-
mas Jefferson 
The democracy will cease to exist when 
you take away from those who are will-
ing to work and give to those who 
would not. -    Thomas Jefferson 
 
It is incumbent on every generation to 
pay its own debts as it goes.  A princi-
ple which if acted on would save one-
half the wars of the world. -     Thomas 
Jefferson 
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I predict future happiness for 
Americans if they can prevent the 
government from wasting the labors 
of the people under the pretense 
of taking care of them. -Thomas Jef-
ferson 
 
My reading of history convinces me 
that most bad government results 
from too much government. -
     Thomas Jefferson 
 
No free man shall ever be de-
barred the use of arms. -     Tho-
mas Jefferson 
 
The strongest reason for the 
people to retain the right to keep 
and bear arms is, as a last resort, 
to Protect themselves against tyr-
anny in government. -     Thomas 
Jefferson 
 
The tree of liberty must be re-
freshed from time to time with the 
blood of patriots and tyrants. -
     Thomas Jefferson 
 
To compel a man to subsidize with 
his taxes the propagation of ideas 
which he disbelieves and abhors is 
sinful and tyrannical. -     Thomas 
Jefferson 
 
Thomas Jefferson 
said in 1802: 
I believe that bank-
ing institutions are 
more dangerous to 
our liberties than 
standing armies.  If 
the American peo-

ple ever allow private banks to control the 
issue of their currency, first by inflation, 
then by deflation, the banks and corpora-
tions that will grow up around the banks 
will deprive.  
the people of all property - until their 
children wake-up homeless on the continent 
their fathers conquered. 
 
   Submitted By R.T. Watkins ABATE P.B.C. 

June 25 Freedom Right Rally  
Photo’s  
Island Jack’s 
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Legislative & Delegate Report 
Dan “SLO—-Motion” Henderson 

Not much to report this month.  I am trying to set up meet-
ings with our representatives before I have to return to 
work end of July.  So here is the news from the State of-
fices of ABATE.   

From the AMA…On February 28, 2011, Representative Jim 
Sensenbrenner (R-WI) introduced H.R. 748. This bill would 
prohibit the Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protec-

tion Agency (EPA) from authorizing the 
use of gasoline containing greater than 
10 percent ethanol in certain vehicles. 

The Energy and Environment Subcommit-
tee of the House Science, Space and 
Technology Committee, chaired by 
Rep. Andy Harris (R-MD), will be holding 
a hearing entitled "Hitting the Ethanol 
Blend Wall: Examining the Science on 
E15" on July 7 at 2:00 pm EDT. 
  
In October 2010 the EPA approved 
E15, a new gasoline formulation that 
contains up to 15 percent alcohol by 
volume, for use in model year 2007 and 
newer light duty vehicles (cars, light-
duty trucks, and medium-duty passenger 
vehicles). In January 2011, it added 
model year 2001-2006 light duty vehi-
cles to the approved 
list. 
As a motorcyclist, 
you need to be very 
careful because 
currently most on- 
or off-highway mo-
torcycles and all-

terrain vehicles (ATVs) are not approved 
for use of this fuel. 
The American Motorcyclist Association 
(AMA) is concerned about E15 because it 
combusts at a higher temperature than 
gasoline that contains a lesser amount 
of ethanol. In engines not designed to 
dissipate this additional heat, engine dam-
age in the form of premature wear can 
result. This is a concern for all motor-
cycles and ATVs, and particularly for 
the air-cooled engines found in many ma-
chines. Moreover, use of E15 can void 
the manufacture warranty. 
Hey everyone, another non-motorcycle 
news item. I am interested in this item be-
cause I am originally from Topeka Kansas 
where Westboro Baptist Church is lo-
cated. growing up, I vaguely knew some 
of the Phelps kids. The house or com-

pound that old man Phelps 
lived in always flew the flag 
upside down and would not 
let the kids socialize with 
anyone that was not in their 
"church".  
ROONEY FILES FUNERAL PRO-
TEST BAN 
A measure prohibiting pick-
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eting or protesting within a certain dis-
tance of a funeral, burial or memorial 
service of military service members and 
certain others was filed last week by 
Rep. Patrick Rooney, R-West Palm 
Beach. The measure is filed in response 
to protests by members of Westboro 
Baptist Church, who have picketed the 
funerals of services members. The bill 
(HB 31) filed by Rooney also would ban 
the picketing of funerals of emergency 
response workers, children, and 
elected officials. 
  
Darrin "Scribe" Brooks, State Legisla-
tive Trustee, 
ABATE of Florida, 
Inc. www.abateflorida.com 
 
ABATE of Florida Press Release Killer 
of Four Motorcyclists to be Sentenced 
Sumter County, FL, July 1, 2011- On 
the March 13, 2010 Paul Sermons got 
drunk, got into 
his truck, and 
decided to 
drive down 
County Road 
476 in Sumter 
County, FL. The 
traffic in front 
of him going slower than Sermons 
wanted, he began passing other vehi-
cles. The two motorcycles coming in the 
other direction had no chance. Sermons 
hit both bikes ejecting all four riders; 
with one rider being launched into the 
windshield of the truck Sermons was 
passing. All the motorcyclists were 

killed. On June 10, 2011, over a year 
after the crash resulting in multiple 
fatalities, Paul Sermons was found 
guilty of four counts of DUI Manslaugh-
ter and one count of driving on a sus-
pended driver’s license. Throughout the 
entire court process, from arraignment 
to jury verdict, ABATE of Florida mem-
bers from many chapters were present, 
and this will be the case on July 6, 
2011 when Sermons will learn his fate. 
The Judge presiding in this case has 
scheduled the sentencing on this day at 
1 PM at the Sumter County Courthouse. 

Many motorcyclists are expected to at-
tend this Sentencing. Contact Lake 
County Chapter President Casey Staley 
at president@lake.abateflorida.com or 
407-702-8250, or Forest County 
Chapter Secretary Paul Antonio 352-

207-8859 if you wish to ride with 
one of the many groups going to the 
hearing or for additional information. 

 --- 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. is Florida’s 
largest Motorcyclists’ Rights Organi-
zation, and one of the top four larg-
est nationwide. ABATE of Florida mem-
bers come from all walks of life and 
include many elected officials. Our 

missions are to educate the public about 
motorcycle awareness and continuing to 
fight in Tallahassee for the rights of 
every motorcyclist and the public in 
general. To aid in these ends, we have an 
exclusive lobbyist and have founded the 
Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Pro-
gram, both with the intentions to help 
make the roads safer for everyone. 
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Killer of Four Motorcyclists Going to Prison… For Life and Then Some 
Sumter County, FL, July 7, 2011 – On March 13, 2010 Paul Sermons got drunk, 
got into his truck, and decided to drive down County Road 476 in Sumter County, 
FL.  The traffic in front of him going slower than Sermons wanted, he began pass-
ing other vehicles.  The two motorcycles coming in the other direction had no 
chance.  Sermons hit both bikes ejecting all four riders; with one rider being 
launched into the windshield of the truck Sermons was passing.  All the motorcy-
clists were killed. 
On June 10, 2011, Sermons was found guilty of four counts of DUI Manslaugh-
ter and one count of driving on a suspended driver’s license.  A few weeks later 
on July 6, 2011, the Honorable Judge Hallman had Sermons in his courtroom for 
the last time.  By the time this final hearing was over, it was decided; Paul Sermons 
would never again walk as a free man.  Not only did Judge Hallman sentence Ser-
mons to life in prison, he sentenced Sermons to one life sentence for each of the 
four people he killed as well as pulling his driver’s license for life and many 
fines and fees. 
ABATE of Florida members from many chapters were at every hearing throughout 
this case.  Our members were there to offer support to the victims’ families from 
the beginning to the end of the hearings and trial.  The Court recognized our 
presence from our members being in the courtroom to asking potential jurors if 
they were ABATE members.   Although justice was finally served in this case, all 
must understand that in the end, there were no winners. 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. is Florida’s largest Motorcyclists’ Rights Organization, and 
one of the top four largest nationwide.  ABATE of Florida members come from all 
walks of life and include many elected officials.  Our missions are to educate the 
public about motorcycle awareness and continuing to fight in Tallahassee for the 
rights of every motorcyclist and the public in general.  To aid in these ends, we 
have an exclusive lobbyist and have founded the Motorcycle Safety and Awareness 
Program, both with the intentions to help make the roads safer for everyone.  

Past ABATE of Florida, Inc. Press Releases may be found here: 
www.abateflorida.com/pr .  
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NCOM NEWS BYTES 
 

compiled and edited by Bill Bish 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 

NEW HAMPSHIRE PROHIBITS MOTORCYCLE
-ONLY CHECKPOINTS  In an unprece-
dented victory on the motorcyclists’ 
rights front, New Hampshire became the 
first state to bar motorcycle-only road-
side checkpoints. HB 148, co-
sponsored by longtime biker activist 
State Rep. Sherm Packard, prohibits the 
acceptance of federal funding for the 
discriminatory roadblocks. 
  
“No law enforcement agency of the 
state or a political subdivision of the 
state may accept federal funding the 
purpose of which is to establish motor-
cycle-only roadside checkpoints,” 
states the new law, which takes effect 
60 days after passage. 
  
Packard was one of the first biker-
legislators in the country, and as an 
original member of the NCOM Legislative 
Task Force he literally wrote the book 
on “Getting Elected To Public Office”, a 
pamphlet that can be ordered free of 
charge through the National Coalition 
of Motorcyclists at (800) 525-5355 
or via the internet at www.ON-A-
BIKE.com. 
  
On the flipside, however, Virginia re-
cently joined New York, Georgia, Utah 
and Maine in conducting such controver-
sial roadblocks, with the Arlington 
County Police Department setting up a 

motorcycle-only checkpoint on May28th 
during the annual Rolling Thunder POW/
MIA rally in Washington D.C. over Memo-
rial Day weekend. 
  
Also, on May 16th ABATE of New York 
held their annual Freedom Rally/Ride to 
the Capitol and as participants departed 
in small groups to return home, law en-
forcement units pulled over many of 
the riders and issued numerous citations 
of dubious legitimacy, primarily for hel-
mets and exhausts. 
  
“This ride has been held without incident 
for 15 years,” said Robert 
“Prospector” Boellner, a member of 
the NCOM Board of Directors repre-
senting the New England states, adding; 
“It is believed that this action by New 
York State Police was retaliation for a 
class-action lawsuit filed by AIM Attor-
ney Mitch Proner against state police 
and DMV to stop the practice of motor-
cycle-only roadblocks.” 
  
CONGRESSWOMAN GIFFORDS CONTINUES 
MIRACULOUS COMEBACK  In what many 
have dubbed a miracle recovery, Arizona 
State Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-AZ) 
continues to make amazing progress af-
ter being shot in the head at a political 
rally during a shooting spree that left 
six dead and 19 others wounded. 
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 Her doctors credit her “will to live” 
with keeping her alive, despite initial 
news reports that she had been killed, 
and she is now expected to leave the 
hospital soon to continue her outpa-
tient therapy and treatment from home. 
  
Giffords remains seated in Congress and 
among her many duties she serves as co-
chair of the Congressional Motorcycle 
Caucus along with U.S. Rep Michael 
Burgess (R-TX). The bipartisan caucus is 
comprised of motorcycle-riding reps 
who promote motorcycling interests in 
Congress. 
  
She and fellow rider Rep. Allen West (R
-FL), newly-elected Congressman from 
Florida who also now sits on the motor-
cycle caucus, were selected by the 
NCOM Board of Directors to receive 
the Silver Spoke Award - Government at 
the National Coalition of Motorcyclists 
annual NCOM Convention in Albuquer-
que, NM this past May. 
  
MICHIGAN POISED TO REPEAL HELMET 
LAW  After decades of protesting Michi-
gan’s 42-year old helmet law at rallies 
at the State Capitol, motorcyclists con-
verged on the statehouse on Wednesday, 
June 8 for a "Call To Victory Rally" in 
anticipation of a repeal bill making it to 
the desk of newly elected Governor 
Rick Snyder. 
  
Gov. Snyder has not committed either 
way, but he replaced Jennifer Granholm 
who twice vetoed repeals that were ap-
proved by the state legislature in 2006 
and 2008. It appears that lawmakers 
are once again poised to approve legis-

lation that will allow freedom of choice 
for many of Michigan’s 241,000 motor-
cyclists. 
  
The Senate Transportation Committee re-
cently passed a repeal measure that 
will soon go before the full Senate, 
while a similar bill is pending in the 
House of Representatives. The Senate 
bill would allow those 21 and older to 
ride without a helmet if they have had a 
motorcycle endorsement for two or 
more years, or have passed a safety 
course. The House bill would allow 
those 21 and older to ride without a 
helmet if they have a $20,000 medical 
policy in place. 
  
Vince Consiglio, state director of 
ABATE of Michigan, said there are 
enough votes in both chambers to 
change the helmet law. "We're not op-
posed to helmets, but it should be a 
choice," Consiglio says, adding that the 
issue ought to be the education of mo-
torcyclists and drivers of other vehi-
cles to avoid collisions in the first 
place. ABATE pushes motorcycle train-
ing and education for riders, and aware-
ness for those in other vehicles. 
  
The battle over helmets has also been 
waged in courtrooms across the state, 
with A.I.M. Attorney Larry “Katman” Kat-
kowski challenging the enforcement of 
the law on behalf of ABATE and the 
Michigan Confederation of Motorcycle 
Clubs. 
  
BILL WOULD ALLOW SUNDAY MOTORCYCLE 
SALES IN PENNSYLVANIA  In the past, 
Pennsylvania "blue laws" prohibited the 
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sale of nearly all products on Sunday 
because of religious reasons associated 
with the Sabbath, but a new bill is aiming 
to allow motorcycle dealers to open 
their doors seven days a week. 
  
Right now, you can only buy parts and 
accessories on Sundays. "We always 
joke that you can sell all the parts to 
build a motorcycle but that you can't 
sell the motorcycle itself," said a 
spokesperson for State Senator Tommy 
Tomlinson (R-Bucks) who introduced leg-
islation that unanimously passed 
through the Senate and now moves to 
the House. 
  
Many dealers are eager for the change, 
especially since neighboring New Jersey 
recently lifted their ban on Sunday cy-
cle sales and have posted positive sales 
figures. Motorcycle businesses in Indi-
ana and Wisconsin have also been trying 
to overturn prohibitions on Sunday bike 
sales. 
  
ALABAMA MAY EXPAND MOTORCYCLE LI-
CENSING REQUIREMENTS  Alabama is the 
only state where a person can get a mo-
torcycle license without ever sitting on 
a motorcycle. Would-be motorcyclists 
as young as 14 don't have to take a 
skills test to obtain a license, just a 
written one. 
  
Rep. Allen Farley, R-Jefferson, and 
eight co-sponsors are behind the House 
version of a bill (HB-576) to require 
graduated licenses and mandate testing 
that includes riding. It would require 
future motorcycle licenses to include a 
written test and a skills test for ages 

14-17. It also would introduce a gradu-
ated driver's license law that would re-
strict motorcycle operations for ages 
14-17. 
  
“Issuing a motorcycle license with a 
written test and no skills test is just 
setting people up for failure. The lack 
for a mandate of training and education 
can be directly linked to reports of ac-
cidents,” said Richard Randolph, Ala-
bama Motorcycle Safety program man-
ager. “Sixty-nine percent of all motor-
cycle-involved accidents, the cause was 
the motorcycle operator. That's steady 
year in, year out.” 
  
Currently, there are 47 state-
legislated rider training programs in the 
United States and all but five US states 
waive motorcyclist license testing for 
graduates of rider training courses. 
Only 15 states require completion of a 
rider ed course to obtain a motorcycle 
endorsement, usually for riders aged 
18-21. 
  
VERMONT TO CREATE MILITARY LICENSE 
PLATE FOR MOTORCYCLES  Vermont will 
soon have a special motorcycle license 
plate to honor Vermont's veteran and 
active duty members of the military who 
ride. 
  
Governor Peter Shumlin signed the bill 
into law on Tuesday, May 24, and it takes 
affect on July 1. The new law also al-
lows members of the military to get vet-
eran license plates before they retire. 
The governor's office says in the past 
military personnel who have made a ca-
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reer of their service would have had to 
retire to receive the plate. 
  
Adrian "Andy" Megrath, president of the 
Vietnam Veterans of America Rutland 
Chapter, told The Republic newspaper 
that the motorcycle plate is another 
way of showing "how proud we are of 
veterans, and how many of us there 
are." 
  
TRAFFIC FINES BOLSTER BUDGETS  The 
economic downturn has put loads of 
stress on state and municipal budgets 
across the country, and with strong 
public pressure against raising taxes 
lawmakers are raising traffic fines in-
stead. 
  
Communities and state gov-
ernments are looking to 
balance their budgets on 
the backs of drivers, us-
ing the boost in revenue 
from traffic tickets to 
help pay their bills. 
 “Police are having a 
quick trigger finger,” 
says Gary Biller, execu-
tive director of the National Motorists 
Association. “There’s less tolerance, 
and tickets are being issued much 
quicker. We know the pressure being 
put on governments, but it doesn’t jus-
tify what’s going on.” 
  
Speed limits were originally intended to 
conserve fuel during the energy crisis 
of the 70s, but have evolved into a 
$4.5-$6 billion industry according to 
NMA estimates. 
  

FoxNews.com recently reported that 
looming budget gaps have turned the 
roadways into a jungle for motorists, 
and cite the following examples of over
-exuberant penalties across the coun-
try: 
  
* Parking in a fire lane in Pensacola, 
Fla., will cost you $100, up from $10. 
* Georgia recently added a $200 sur-
charge for anyone driving more than 85 
miles per hour. 
* Colorado increased fines for speeding 
from $50 to $135. 
* Portland, Ore., increased fines for 
parking in a handicapped spot from 
$190 to $450. 

* Parking fines in Bos-
ton doubled to $40. 
* Speeding in Florida 
just 10 miles over the 
legal limit will cost you 
$196, up from $154. 
  
Despite the increase in 
traffic citations, along 
with increased fines and 
fees, an estimated 95% 
of motorists simply pay 

up and don’t bother to fight their tickets 
in court. 
  
AIM/NCOM INFORMATIONAL DVD AVAILABLE 
The National Coalition of Motorcyclists 
and Aid to Injured Motorcyclists have a 
new professionally produced DVD avail-
able to bikers and biker groups free 
for the asking. 
  
Oregon AIM Chief of Staff Gunny 
Hutcheson, who was honored at the re-
cent NCOM Convention with the Ron 
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And that's  all  the News that f i ts!  

Roloff Lifetime Achievement Award, 
wrote about the new DVD in his monthly 
Gunny’s Sack column: “It features infor-
mation about the annual NCOM Conven-
tions, the various groups and commit-
tees within NCOM, bike insurance and acci-
dent info and more. Get with your AIM Rep 
or AIM Attorney in your home state, or 
contact AIM/NCOM directly at (800) ON-A-
BIKE, and they will make sure you get 
your free copy to view with your own 
groups. Watch for AIM/NCOM booths at 
the biker runs – they should have some 
available there as well. The DVD is nicely 
done and very informative.” 
  
Gunny further noted that “Every year 
we are faced with more and more losses 
of our right to ride our machines, and 
the industry has to comply with ever 
more restrictive directives that control 
the manufacture of our rides. These are 
the reasons national organizations like 
the NCOM exist. My hope is that this 
DVD will encourage more rider groups 
to send representatives to every na-
tional NCOM Convention. They are held 
every year in a different city, so more 
can attend. It’s always over Mother’s 
Day weekend, and the 2012 NCOM Con-

vention will be in Indianapolis, next May 
10-13.“ 
  
QUOTABLE QUOTE: SPREADING THE GOOD 
NEWS  (The following is quoted from 
the Editor’s Column of the June issue 
of Quick Throttle Magazine, Rocky 
Mountain edition, and we appreciate the 
shout-out): 
  
“Some More Good News - 
- Motorcycle fatalities are down 2% 
- Motorcycle sales are up 7.2% 
- Laws are being enacted all over the 
United States to prevent police profil-
ing and the singling out of motorcy-
clists for checkpoints and traffic stops 
- Someday soon it may be legal to run 
those pesky red lights that don’t turn 
green because your motorcycle isn’t 
heavy enough to trigger them 
  
For more related news, be sure to 
check out the AIM/NCOM website 
(AIMNCOM.com or ON-A-BIKE.com) and 
sign up to receive their free monthly e-
newsletter. AIM/NCOM (Aid to Injured 
Motorcyclists/National Coalition of Mo-
torcyclists) is a nationwide organization 
founded to bring motorcycle groups 
together and protect the rights of mo-
torcyclists. 
  
Although most of us think of them as 
just a club entity, the truth is they pro-
vide lobbying services and information 
that benefits all of us.” 
~ Deb Mountain, QT Editor 
 



 

 

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 
 
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all motorcy-
clists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting 
VFW POST 4143 
JULY 17, 2011  

11:30 am 
 

Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue 
Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on east 
side. Bike Parking is on south side of building. 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

P.O. Box 971073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

CHECK YOUR  

EXPIRATION DATE 


