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IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 
This newsletter is the monthly publication of ABATE 
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monthly (12 times a year)  

Abate of Florida, Inc.  
Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 971073 

Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

DISCLAIMER 
This official publication of ABATE of Florida, 
Inc., Palm Beach Chapter accepts no respon-
sibility for the comments, advertisers or 
opinions contained in this publication 
The submission deadline for all material intended for publication in 
this newsletter is the 25th of each month. 

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES 
You are encouraged to submit letters about abate related to events, articles, photographs, com-
mentaries, etc. please do not submit Slanderous or accusing letters, profanity or nudity. Abate of 

florida, inc, will not accept any advertising that discriminates against any type of motorcyclist 

DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES  
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President’s Message 
Brothers and Sisters, 

I’d like to thank all of you that turned 
out for the benefit ride for Sgt. Adam 
Rosenthal’s family, I believe there about 
130 + plus bikes on the run which very 
much impressed the other folks that 
turned out when everyone left the park-
ing garage. It always amazes me to hear 
people cheering, applauding taking videos 
and photos. The media was there; channel 
12 and channel 5 were on the scene, I 
wonder if there was a report on the 
5:00 or 11:00 news. If anyone saw any-
thing please let me know.  
 
The ride took a curious turn, literally. 
Up until I got there the ride was to be I 
95 south to 595, east to the 17th St. 
Causeway to A1A and back to Delray for 
the BBQ. It actually wound up going I 95 
north to 80 west to 714 north to Paho-
kee and back to the BBQ. Which from 
what everyone told me turned out to be a 
great ride. I was off the ride from the 
get go, my bike was running hot and I did-
n’t want to chance having the motor deto-
nate way up there. If we were going south 
I had a better chance on getting it back 
to the house on a trailer if anything 
popped.  
 
Zeke bought breakfast and we hung out 
waiting for everyone to get back. While 
we were waiting I was talking to the ladies 
at the beer & wine tent, they all worked 
at Boston’s on the Beach and had volun-
teered their time to be there, they really 
did an outstanding job. The Bowman Family 
served up a great BBQ and plenty of it. 

The weather was perfect, the K-9 demon-
stration was really amazing, the SWAT Team 
did a repelling exhibition from the top of 
the five story parking garage. That was 
pretty cool, even though one guy conked 
his head repelling into an opening in the 
wall of the third level parking. I hope 
he’s OK.   
 
It was good to see Mayor McDuffie again, 
this time I had the pleasure of meeting his 
lovely wife and their first grandchild. He 
was very appreciative for the turn out, he 
told his wife he and I had struck up a 
friendship when former Mayor Ellis tried 
to boot us out of Delray, and that we 
(ABATE P.B.C.) were there in support when 
he was elected. I introduced Whistler 
President of the Patriot Guard Riders and 
Whistler presented him with an official 
Patriot Guard Challenge Coin. Whistler 
and I warned Woodie that if he finds him-
self in the company of Patriot Guard Rid-
ers and one of them called for a chal-
lenge, (a showing of the coins) and he did-
n’t have his, he’d be buyin’ a round for 
the lot of ‘em. 
 
Allen West was in Boca for a “Town Meet-
ing” as I understand it things got a little 
out of hand and a few people were es-
corted out the door. Apparently, they 
were a little upset with Allen’s commit-
ment to represent the people from his dis-
trict and Floridians as a whole. I saw Sena-
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President’s  Message— Cont’d 
tor Marco Rubio (R Fl) on Meet the Press 
this past Sunday, even though he has af-
firmed that he is not interested in running 
a Vice President with anyone and only 
wants to do the job he was elected to do, 
having met him and heard his message I 
wouldn’t count him out as a presidential 
candidate in the very near future. Maybe 
he and Allen need to talk, they both seem 
to be of the same mind set when it comes 
to restoring America, securing it’s board-
ers and protecting our Constitutional 
Rights. I for one am proud to have them 
as representatives. 
 
The Rally in Tally was 
great, I would guess there 
were close to 1,000 bikes 
on the run and the police 
escort really did an out-
standing job. The Capitol 
Police were with us in the 
courtyard securing the 
area and stood with us dur-
ing the entire ceremony. It 
seemed as though we had a different re-
ception than in past years. The people we 
encountered in the Capitol were very 
helpful and friendly, they were genuinely 
interested in talking with us and asking 
questions about the issues concerning 
motorcyclists. I believe the information 
packets prepared by Slo Motion were 
very well done and professional, al-
though we didn’t actually speak directly 
with all of our representatives their 
aides were very interested in listening to 
us and most had no idea that our “Stiffer 
Penalties Bill” was written to include all 
motorists, bicyclists even pedestrians. 
They were appalled when we told them it 

was a fine of only $82.00 and that was 
only if the person that caused the acci-
dent was ever prosecuted. The Texting 
while driving issue came up in discussions 
in almost every office we visited. All in 
all it was a very productive and pleasant 
experience.  
 
I was asked to brief the representatives 
from several clubs at the South Florida 
Confederation of Clubs meeting in April, 
after I spoke Tool States MC Chairman of 
the Board stated that all members of the 
Confederation should join ABATE in sup-

port of our efforts. Un-
fortunately I had to leave 
before the meeting ended 
but I will of course be at 
the next meeting and hope-
fully I’ll have an opportu-
nity to speak again and 
maybe sign up some new 
members.  
 
I look forward to seeing 

all of our members and Brothers and Sis-
ters from all clubs and riding associa-
tions at our June 25th event party being 
held at Island Jacks from 5:00 PM – 
9:00 PM.  
We will be collecting toys to be donated 
to the Wings of Gold MC Annual Boys and 
Girls Club Toy Run. If you want to donate 
a toy please make it a new unwrapped toy 
and not a stuffed animal. Just stop by the 
sign in table and drop it in the Toy Box.  
Look for our fliers to be distributed 
soon. 
 
Ride Free, Ride Safe 
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety 

Dedicated to  
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road" 

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed 
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. 
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization 
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the leg-

islative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide. 
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 

Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We 
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of 
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we wel-
come your support as a member. 

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE 
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and 
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents, 
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.  

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW 
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to 
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether 
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect 
your rights. 
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our 
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators (ROWV), 
still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use while operat-
ing a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education Courses and 
classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make our voice 
heard as motorcyclists.   

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD" 
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 ac-
tive chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of 
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motor-
cyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential voice in 
raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders will be pri-
marily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County. 
 
For more information contact:  
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346 
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Vice President’s Message 

Well it's coming up fast! So you better mark that date down in 
your calendar now! Awesome live music! Ice cold beer! And 
great food! It’s The ABATE Palm Beach County 7th ANNUAL 
FREEDOM RIGHTS RALLY being held June 25th at Island Jacks. 

Start time is 5pm. Every year we have a good time with this event rain or shine. 
So come on out and have a good time while supporting a good cause. Your rights 
as a biker! 
 
This is not an event to miss, especially if you’re a member. This is an important 
event for our chapter so please try to attend. Just attending is important so 
don't feel obligated for what I'm asking for next. Help. We need help running the 
event. So If you can or want to help out, please do. We need people for secu-
rity, the door, info table, 50/50 etc. You do not have to commit yourself to 
working the whole event. Even offering 15 minutes so that someone can take a 
break is a big help. Our chapter has a lot of members, yet it's always the same 
few that always volunteer to help. If that's not you, how about that 15 minutes? 
It's appreciated more than you know!  
 
Recently was the State Rally and Ride to the Capitol. ABATE of Florida made a 
good showing at the Capitol. I received a photo from our brother Willie from 
the event. Seeing that huge American Flag being held by our brothers stretched 
out over the steps of the capitol was an awesome sight! For those of us who 
couldn't attend we really missed out. I'd like to personally thank Willie and 
Strongbow for representing the chapter for an important event. 
Until next month, ride safe and watch 
your asses out there! 
  
 
Ed “Nighthawk” Lattari 
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach 
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Legislative & Delegate Report 
Dan “slo—Motion” henderson 

May 2011 Legislative Report 
First I am sorry I did not make it to Tallahassee for the State 
ABATE Rally.   Work wouldn’t give me the time off as I was 

needed to proctor the FCAT tests.  I’m glad Willie stood up and was able to go and 
that Ramblin’ Man went and did the ride to the capital to represent our chapter.  
Strongbow got to visit most of our legislators’ offices to make contact.  I plan 
to follow up that with local office visits when they are out of session.  This re-
port is going to mainly be about communicant with our legislators.  

Allen West, U.S. Congress 22nd, is one of the leaders in this.  When not in Wash-
ington he tries to do town hall meetings in Broward and Palm Beach.  I had at-
tended one awhile back in Jupiter and Zeke joined me.  That one went very well.  
The ones in the south were not as smooth.  I attended the one in Boca Raton April 
27, and there were many in opposition to West – they were not pleasant nor social 
about it.  Many had to be escorted out for their anti-social actions.  Allen contin-
ues to inform about the goings on, especially about the economic issues.  Allen 
West is also easy to contact and I urge ALL members to sign up for his and other 
legislators email notices.  West sends them out often. Back at the Jupiter town 
hall meeting I was able to stand up and inform Congressman West about the ques-
tionable roadblock checkpoints like the Georgia ones during Florida’s Bike Week.  
I had followed that up with the articles about it and the legal action being taken in 
one in New York.   Jonathan Blyth, his Chief of Staff, took the information and 
later sent me the following information on a bill. (so maybe my voice was heard!) 

H.R.904  Latest Title: To prohibit the Secretary of Transportation from pro-
viding grants or any funds to a State, county, town, or township, Indian tribe, 
municipal or other local government to be used for any program to check 
helmet usage or create checkpoints for a motorcycle driver or passenger.  
Sponsor: Rep Sensenbrenner, F. James, Jr. [WI-5] (introduced 
3/3/2011)      Cosponsors (25) includes Allen West and even one from Geor-
gia.  ACTIONS: 3/3/2011: Referred to the House Committee on Transportation 
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and Infrastructure.  3/4/2011: Re-
ferred to the Subcommittee on 
Highways and Transit.  

Congressman Allen West (FL-22) an-
nounced the launch of his new Congres-
sional website.  The website will be up-
dated daily and packed full of the lat-
est information concerning Congressman 
West; including how he votes, press re-
leases, committee work, his work with 
constituents and small businesses, his 
personal blog, contact information, his 
calendar and public speaking engage-
ments, web videos and latest news arti-
cles. "My intent is for the Congres-
sional Website to be an interactive, edu-
cational, centralized location where my 
constituents can be kept up to date on 
the work I am doing for them as their 
Congressional representative," West 
said.  "This website is yet another tool 
to aid me in communicating with the peo-
ple I represent.  I encourage all of my 
constituents to log on to my web-
site often and follow the work I am do-
ing for them in Congress."  Congress-
man West's website can be found by log-
ging on to  www.west.house.gov 

I had tried to contact many Con-
gressmen about the roadblock is-
sue.  Some would not take my emails 
as I was not in their district but 
some did.  Congressman Miller of 
District 1 has sent me notices. Tom 

Rooney FL (Palm Beach and north) 
16th House is another than often 
sends out notices.  One I liked was 
from MY district 86, Lori Berman, 
who told about some bills of inter-
est to us that she is involved with.  
HB689 passed Transportation and 
Highway Safety Committee and I 
quote her “HB689 is another bill I 
introduced to require driver’s edu-
cation and driver improvement 
courses to address the dangers of 
texting while driving. This bill has 
only one more committee to move 
through – Economic Affairs.  I was 
successful in amending the lan-
guage of this bill to a larger trans-
portation vehicle tat is gaining mo-
mentum in the House, HB1353.  
Similarly, HB1353 also has to go 
through the Economic Affairs com-
mittee before being heard on the 
House floor” Lori Berman State 
Representative District 86. Update: 
HB689 4/27/2011 H Placed on 
Special Order Calendar, 04/29/11.  
I sent her an email in support of 
this and TO support our HB403 
Stiffer Penalties. Also informed 
her of our motorcycle education 
program and how should be a part 
of these programs. I plan to watch 
these bills and follow up as she 
may be an ally for us to get manda-
tory drivers education. 
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CS/CS/CS/HB 1353: Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles  GENERAL BILL by Eco-
nomic Affairs Committee; Transportation 
and Economic Development Appropria-
tions Subcommittee; Transportation and 
Highway Safety Subcommittee; Albritton.  
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles; Re-
vises organization & operation of 
DHSMV; designates director of Highway 
Patrol as Colonel of Florida Highway 
Patrol; revises provisions relating to 
DUI, bicycles, license plates, child re-
straint devices, alternative procedures 
for disposition of traffic citation, 
driver improvement 
schools, certifi-
cates of title, elec-
tronic transactions, 
registration and re-
newal, specialty 
plates, voluntary 
contributions, tempo-
rary plates, tempo-
rary parking permit 
fees, salvage motor 
vehicle dealers, etc. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 
1, 2011 4/26/2011 House  Pending 
review of CS -under Rule 7.19(c)  
Placed on Calendar -HJ 803   CS/CS/CS 
by Economic Affairs Committee read 1st 
time -HJ 799 

 

FROM ABATE State Legislative 
Recently the Governors Highway Safety 
Association released their "study" that 
reported a decline in motorcycle 
deaths, YET, they say this is only be-
cause the use of helmets has risen. And 

to top it off they encourage all States 
to mandate helmet use.  hummmmm.  At 
first glance you would think that the 
GHSA is directly related to all the 
State Governors. But, it is 
not......   Just so there is no confusion, 
please be aware that the GHSA is not an 
association of Governors, but a collec-
tion of state safetycrats who are 
formed under a 501c3 umbrella. I have 
had to correct many people who are 
duped by the misleading name of this 

group.  
Governors Highway 
Safety Association 
What is GHSA? GHSA 
is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit representing 
the state and territo-
rial highway safety 
offices that imple-
ment programs to 
address behavioral 

highway safety issues. 

Vision Through GHSA leadership, part-
nerships and advocacy, States and Terri-
tories move toward zero deaths on the 
nation's roadways. 
Mission GHSA provides leadership and 
advocacy for the States and Territories 
to improve traffic safety, influence na-
tional policy, enhance program manage-
ment and promote best practices. 
Goals 

1. Promote traffic safety as a na-
tional priority  
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2. Expand and deliver member sup-
port services  

3. Develop new and strengthen ex-
isting partnerships  

4. Ensure sufficient resources to 
support association services 
and priorities  

  
State Highway Safety Office (SHSO) Mem-
bers: http://www.ghsa.org/html/links/
shsos.html  
GHSA's primary members are State High-
way Safety Offices (SHSO) that develop 
and implement state-level highway safety 
programs. SHSOs pay annual dues to 
GHSA based on a flat fee as well as a 
proportional formula that considers 
state population. 
State and territorial governors appoint 
SHSO directors, who are often re-
ferred to as Governors' Representa-
tives - or GRs. These GRs and their des-
ignated Highway Safety Coordinators 
make up the core GHSA membership. As-
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As you open your pockets for the next natural disaster, 
please keep these facts in mind:  

The American Red Cross President and CEO Marsha J. Evans salary for the year 
was $651,957 plus expenses.  

The United Way President Brian Gallagher receives a $375,000 base salary 
along with numerous expense benefits.   

UNICEF CEO Caryl M. Stern receives $1,200,000 per year (100k per month) 
plus all expenses including a ROLLS ROYCE.  Less than 5 cents of your donated 
dollar goes to the cause. They also are the largest organization with a lobbyist 
at the U.N. pushing for global gun control and in particular the United States. 

The Salvation Army's Commissioner Todd Bassett receives a salary of only 
$13,000 per year (plus housing) for managing this $2 billion dollar organiza-
tion.  96 percent of donated dollars go to the cause.  

The Masons’ and the Shriner’s’ - 100% percent of the money goes to Charity and 
Causes.   No further comment is necessary.  Please share this with everyone you 
can. 

Submitted By Strongbow 
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NCOM NEWS BYTES 
 

compiled and edited by Bill Bish 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 

CONGRESS ACTS TO REINFORCE BAN ON 
NHTSA LOBBYING May is Motorcycle 
Awareness Month across the country, 
and Congressional lawmakers are intro-
ducing a resolution on May 2 to con-
tinue current restrictions on NHTSA 
that prevent the federal transportation 
agency from lobbying state and local 
governments to enact helmet laws. 
  
The lobbying ban was originally amended 
into the Transportation Equity Act in 
1998, but U.S. Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner 
(R-WI) and his House colleagues want to 
reinforce the prohibitions on NHTSA 
lobbying and focus the agency’s ef-
forts on crash prevention and rider 
education. 
  
According to the resolution, the U.S. 
House of Representatives "supports ef-
forts to retain the ban on the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration's 
ability to lobby state legislators using 
federal tax dollars, encourages contin-
ued growth in the motorcyclist commu-
nity, and encourages owners and riders 
to be responsible road users." 
  
The resolution, similar to a version Sen-
senbrenner introduced last session, 
goes on to say that the House 
"recognizes the importance of motorcy-
cle crash prevention as the primary 

source of motorcycle safety (and) en-
courages NHTSA to focus on motorcy-
cle crash prevention and rider educa-
tion as the most significant priorities in 
motorcycle safety." 
  
“KIDS JUST WANT TO RIDE” COMPANION 
BILL INTRODUCED IN U.S. SENATE U.S. 
Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) has intro-
duced an amendment to exempt youth mo-
torcycles and ATVs from the “lead law” 
that will effectively ban the sale of 
these machines. 
  
Senate Amendment 264 would exempt 
youth off highway vehicles from the 
overly-restrictive lead-content provi-
sions of the Consumer Product Safety 
Improvement Act (CPSIA) of 2008, which 
has decimated the youth motorsports 
industry and will ban their sale at the 
end of the year unless the CPSIA lan-
guage is changed. 
  
Meant to protect our children from im-
ported toys with lead-based paint, the 
CPSIA prohibits the making, importing, 
distributing or selling of any product 
intended for children 12 and under that 
contains more than a specified amount 
of lead in any accessible part. The unin-
tended consequences were that, be-
cause some parts such as brakes and 
battery components contain lead, deal-
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erships were barred from selling mo-
torcycles and ATVs intended for young 
riders, as well as replacement parts. 
  
The Klobuchar amendment is similar to 
H.R. 412, the Kids Just Want to Ride 
Act introduced in the House by Rep. 
Denny Rehberg (R-MT), and would amend 
S. 493, the Small Business Innovation 
Research Reauthorization Act. 
  
You can contact your Congressional 
representatives through the U.S. Capi-
tol Switchboard at (202) 224-3121 to 
urge their support. 
  
BIKERS PROTEST MOTORCYCLE-ONLY 
CHECKPOINTS Hundreds of motorcy-
clists from around Georgia rode to the 
Capitol to rev their engines in protest 
of a federal grant the Georgia State 
Patrol is using to conduct motorcycle-
only checkpoints. 
  
The crowd denounced the overly-
invasive and discriminatory roadblocks 
as unconstitutional and chanted “No 
more profile stops” and "Education, not 
checkpoints!" 
  
The protest rally came two weeks after 
the state patrol conducted motorcycle 
checkpoints on Interstates 75 and 95 
during Daytona Bike Week, during which 
troopers stopped motorcyclists at 
roadblocks to check for proper paper-
work, approved helmet, and properly 
functioning equipment. 
  
“The roadblocks are a violation of our 
rights and are a pure attempt at profil-

ing,” said Dan Forrest, State Director 
of ABATE of Georgia. “Having a regis-
tration, proof of insurance and an en-
dorsement on our license does make us 
safe. Loud pipes never killed anyone.” 
  
Georgia is the first state to conduct 
such checkpoints under a federal grant 
from the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration as part of a 
$350,000 pool of funds available to 
as many as five law enforcement agen-
cies nationwide to test the effective-
ness of a New York State Police pilot 
program. 
  
Several motorcycle organizations are 
urging riders to call on Governor Na-
than Deal to cancel the remainder of 
the checkpoints, which will be sched-
uled over the next 20 months at undis-
closed locations during unannounced 
times. 
  
Some in Congress have also questioned 
NHTSA’s grant and called for Transpor-
tation Secretary Ray LaHood to pull 
the plug on future funding for motor-
cycle-only checkpoints. Rep. Tom Petri 
(R-WI), who recently co-sponsored leg-
islation to prohibit such grants, called 
the checkpoints “outrageously intru-
sive.” 
  
Indeed, many of the protesters at the 
March 23rd rally held signs in support 
of US House Resolution 904 which 
would prevent the US DOT from provid-
ing funds to states which would be used 
for motorcycle roadblocks. 
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In the meantime, motorcyclists are also 
awaiting a court ruling on the constitu-
tionality of the New York checkpoints, 
being challenged by N.Y. Aid to Injured 
Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) Attorney Mitch 
Proner on behalf of his clients as well 
as representing the interests of ABATE 
of New York and the National Coalition 
of Motorcyclists (NCOM). 
  
MOTORCYCLISTS COME TOGETHER FOR 
JAPAN The 2011 Japan Earthquake and 
subsequent Tsunami last month has af-
fected the motorcycle industry in a big 
way, especially since Japan is home to 
the "Big Four" motorcycle manufactur-
ers: Yamaha, Honda, Suzuki and Kawasaki. 
  
As the disaster relief efforts continue 
in Northeastern Japan, American motor-
cyclists are doing what they can to help 
those struggling through the cleanup 
and rebuilding, with U.S. motorcycle in-
dustry groups, racing series and even 
the American division of Japanese manu-
facturers raising funds in various fash-
ions. 
  
Three U.S. powersports industry asso-
ciations announced that they are joining 
forces to provide financial assistance 
to the relief efforts underway in Japan. 
The boards and members of the Motor-
cycle Industry Council, the Motorcycle 
Safety Foundation and the Specialty Ve-
hicle Institute of America are collec-
tively donating $10,000 to the 2011 
Japan Relief Fund, and each organization 
is encouraging its members and individu-
als in the riding community to make their 
own contributions via a link on their 

websites (visit MIC.org, rockmoto.com, 
motorcycles.org, MSF-USA.org, 
SVIA.org or atvsafety.org and click on 
the “2011 Japan Relief Fund” tab). All 
donations will go to experienced non-
governmental disaster relief agencies in 
Japan that have a proven track record 
of emergency humanitarian relief and 
restoration work. 
  
To provide support to those affected by 
Japan’s worst natural disaster; the mas-
sive 9.0-magnitude earthquake that trig-
gered a tsunami that caused widespread 
devastation and crippled nuclear power 
plants, the presidents of all of the 
U.S.-based Kawasaki entities are collect-
ing donations from employees under 
their matching gift program and for-
warding the contributions to the Red 
Cross. The Kawasaki Good Times Founda-
tion is contributing $50,000 to initiate 
the charitable giving campaign. 
  
Even iconic American motorcycle manu-
facturer Harley-Davidson has reached 
out to the disaster zone with a 
$250,000 donation to the American 
Red Cross aid effort in Japan, and has 
established a link on their website to 
the Red Cross (www.RedCross.org) to 
make it easier for employees, customers 
and other riders to contribute. 
  
EUROPEAN STUDY YIELDS INSIGHT INTO 
MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS European re-
searchers discovered some interesting 
facts about the common causes of mo-
torcycle accidents. The Motorcycle Ac-
cidents In Depth Study (MAIDS) was 
based on 921 motorcycle accidents, 
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which included 103 fatalities, across 
France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands 
and Spain. While some of the findings 
were expected, others were unantici-
pated. Not surprisingly, the study indi-
cates that the motorcyclists most often 
collided with passenger vehicles. Sur-
prisingly or not, 70% of passenger ve-
hicle drivers involved in accidents with 
motorcycles failed to perceive the mo-
torcyclist. And while 73.1% of riders 
attempted some form of collision avoid-
ance, 32% nonetheless experienced 
some form of loss of control during 
the maneuver. While all this may seem 
disheartening to riders, there are steps 
that can be taken to maximize safety; 
other findings from the study indicate: 
Over half of the accidents occurred at 
intersections - Although 90% of those 
involved in crashes were wearing hel-
mets, 9% of helmeted riders lost their 
helmets in crashes due to improper fit, 
fastening or damage - Younger riders -- 
those between 18 and 25 years of age -
- crashed at a higher percentage and 
riders aged 41 to 55 crashed less fre-
quently - Riders wearing dark clothes 
were more likely to crash than others - 
Modified conventional street motorcy-
cles were over-represented in crashes 
in the study, but engine size did not ap-
pear to be a factor - Unlicensed bikers 
were more likely to crash than prop-
erly licensed bikers - Weather was 
deemed to be a factor in only 7.5% of 
accidents. 
 
VIRGINIA LAUNCHES “RIDER ALERT” 
CARD Richmond Ambulance Authority 
(RAA) and Bon Secours Virginia Health 

System, in partnership with Motorcycle 
Virginia, Inc., have launched a new pro-
gram designed to save the lives of in-
jured motorcyclists. The program pro-
vides free identification data cards that 
will help first responders provide rapid 
and accurate medical assistance to rid-
ers involved in accidents. 
  
Motorcyclists who participate are pro-
vided a free Rider Alert card that con-
tains their personal emergency contact 
and medical information in the event of a 
crash. The cards are kept inside the lin-
ing of riders' helmets and come with a 1-
inch round sticker placed outside the 
helmet to alert emergency responders 
of the card. The sticker also warns by-
standers not to remove the rider's hel-
met, which could prevent further in-
jury. 
  
RAA officials say the Rider Alert card 
program is the first of its kind in the 
United States, and said that they mod-
eled their program on an initiative in 
Great Britain known as "CRASH Card", 
developed two years ago by that coun-
try's Ambulance Motorcycle Club. 
  
On a national level, Aid to Injured Mo-
torcyclists (A.I.M.) was founded on a 
similar premise over 25 years ago by 
California attorney Richard M. Lester, 
issuing free Emergency Medical cards 
to bikers across the country that are 
linked to a database of their important 
medical information and emergency con-
tact. A.I.M. has notified ambulance com-
panies and first responders across the 
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And that's  all  the News that f i ts!  

country to look for the yellow A.I.M. 
Card in a downed rider’s wallet. 
  
“We applaud Virginia’s Rider Alert pro-
gram and can appreciate their organiz-
ers’ level of commitment to implement 
such a life-saving project,” said Lester, 
whose A.I.M. program also networks 
with biker attorneys in every state to 
represent the interests of injured mo-
torcyclists. “When a rider is down, they 
need all the help they can get as fast 
as they can get it.” 
  
More than three million A.I.M. Cards 
have been issued since 1985, and you 
can get yours free by calling (800) ON-
A-BIKE or visit www.ON-A-BIKE.com.  Free 
“Do Not Remove This Helmet” stickers 
are also available. 
  
WEIRD NEWS: HONDA WORKING ON MO-
TORCYCLE SEATBELTS Yes, you read it 
right…Honda is working on a system of 
seatbelts for motorcycles.  Seems 
crazy, but it appears to be a serious 
project judging from the patents Honda 
has filed for the system, and images 
posted on BikersPost.com. 
  
According to the website, the belt ar-
rangement is designed for larger tour-
ing bikes like the Gold Wing where the 
rider won't be moving around much in 
the seat, and the belt can work with the 
airbag to more effectively reduce inju-
ries. 

  
However, Honda apparently has recog-
nized that in a lot of accidents it's bet-
ter to be away from the bike rather 
than attached to it, so their new seat-
belt system also has elements of ejec-
tor seat: When the computer senses 
that the bike is irretrievably tipping 
over it releases the entire seat, with 
the rider still attached, and inflates an 
airbag backrest. “The idea is that having 
ejected you slide down the road in a sit-
ting position, with the seat betwixt your 
hide and the asphalt. Sort of extreme 
tobogganing.” 
  
Of course, nobody envisioned airbags on 
a motorcycle either, before Honda’s 
R&D team put one on their Gold Wing as 
a factory option. 
  
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “How far you go in 
life depends on your being tender with 
the young, compassionate with the aged, 
sympathetic with the striving and toler-
ant of the weak and strong. Because 
someday in life you will have been all of 
these.” 
~ George Washington Carver, scientist 
(1864-1943) 
 



GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 
 
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all motorcy-
clists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting 
VFW POST 4143 

MAY 15, 2011  
11:30 am 

 

Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue 
Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on east 
side. Bike Parking is on south side of building. 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

P.O. Box 971073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 
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