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President’s Message 
Brothers and Sisters, 

Last month we were asked to answer a “Call to Action” 
in contacting Representative Drake prior to including 
HB 403 on the agenda to be heard by the House Trans-

portation and Highway Safety Subcommittee Tuesday 3/22. Despite our efforts and 
with Doc Reichenbach meeting with Rep. Drake the Monday before the meeting the 
Bill was excluded from the agenda. I can’t help but wonder why there has been 
so much opposition to this Bill when “Right of Way Violation” (ROWV) accidents 
are becoming epidemic and it’s not just accidents involving motorcyclists they are 
affecting all motorists and even bicyclist. Last year it was left to die on the table 
because a Representative from Alatchua County refused to sign off on the Bill 
stating that the only way he would support the Bill was if it only applied to mo-
torcyclists wearing proper safety equipment including helmets. Rather than let 
that issue raise its head again it was decided to let it die, have some of the verbi-
age changed and wait until 2011 to reintroduce the Bill.  
 
Our “Stiffer Penalty Bill” HB 403 was filed by Dennis Baxley (Rep) for part of 
Marion County and it’s companion Bill SB 608 was sponsored and filed by Sen. 
Greg Evers of District 2 on March 8th. 
Prior to the hearing another tragic example of why this legislation is so impor-
tant occurred when a former State Senator David Zien of Wisconsin was involved 
in an accident riding his Harley during “Bike Week” resulting in the amputation of 
his left leg just above the knee and two steel plates implanted in his hip. The col-
lision occurred when an SUV driven by Ryan Matheny from Ohio driving with a sus-
pended license attempted to change lanes losing control and flipping the SUV in 
front of Zien causing him to take evasive action but ended up crashing into the 
SUV. Matheny who suffered only minor injuries was cited for driving with a sus-
pended license was also charged with “Improper lane change” for which he was 
fined $60. Matheny could possibly receive probation on the suspended license 
charge but in all likelihood it will be dropped by the state. No mention was made 
whether there were any field tests done to determine if Matheny was impaired by 
drugs or alcohol. If you’ve ever been stopped on a motorcycle you know your 
going to be asked to take a breathalyzer test and/or a blood test.  
 
Obviously, the fact that Matheny was driving illegally made no difference to the 
judge in this case or the hundreds of others that are just swept away in court to 
move on to the next case without the judge getting all the facts. I believe this is 
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why so many cases are never heard in their entirety and the perpetrator of the 
ROWV walks away without being prosecuted regardless of the circumstances. The 
police are as much to blame as the prosecuting attorney for not accurately 
stating the facts. Especially when it involves a motorcyclist, the media reports 
are blatantly biased and with very little legal wrangling the facts and the cir-
cumstances are suppressed or just disregarded and the judge make his decision 
based on nothing more than a police report.  
 
The victim or their family in a case of serious injury or death is not being heard 
and the judge doesn’t understand the hardship and burden that falls on them 
when a family member is incapacitated or 
killed. Where is the compassion and jus-
tice we as citizens are entitled to? How 
can any judge not know of the impact an 
accident serious enough to require pro-
longed rehabilitation and loss of wages 
will have on that family, not to mention 
the cost of the treatment itself? What 
about the loss of a family member is 
there no regard for that victim’s life 
being lost and entire families lives dis-
rupted, children lose a mother or fa-
ther or in some cases both? Who will care for those families when the breadwin-
ner is taken from them?  
 
I find it appalling that our judicial system has become so incensed that it allows 
someone who has been seriously injured or killed through no fault of his or 
her own and because of the negligence of another be cast aside with little or no 
recourse. There is no protection by law because the current status of the law 
regarding these cases is little more than an annoyance to the person that caused 
the accident. The attorneys show up make their pitch for the defendant the judge 
hears half truths and very little if any of the facts and circumstances sur-
rounding the accident resulting in the majority of cases being dismissed or as in 
this case imposing a fine that is less than the fine for throwing garbage on the 
road or running a toll both. I would like to know who passed this worthless 
piece of crap law in the first place. Why is it for the most part being ignored?  
 

President’s Message — Cont’d 
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I can only surmise that because the law is so weak and does nothing to compensate 
victims of accidents of this nature and because of increasing volume of case 
loads that judges just view them as traffic infractions and blow them off. It can 
only be perceived to be an infraction unless the judge gets the whole story. A 
perfect example of becoming involved and the difference it can make is relayed in 
an article you will find in this issue where ABATE Gulf Coast Chapter attended a 
hearing in regard to a ROWV accident where the facts surrounding the accident 
and the impact it had on the family were made known.      
 
Why have legislators put up so much resistance to dealing with our “Stiffer Pen-
alties Bill”? Is it because it is being filed by pro motorcycle representatives and 
supported by motorcyclists or just because it contains a more comprehensive 
look at where the current law falls short of deterring people from committing 
these mindless and irresponsible acts without fear of prosecution.  
 
In my opinion it’s both, I will be attending the State Meeting and ride to the Capitol 
to meet with legislators or their aids next Monday and asking that same question. I 
would like to ask you Brothers and Sisters to do your part in contacting your 
local and state legislators to support these Bills, it’s never going to happen if 
we don’t get them to understand this isn’t just a problem exclusive to motorcy-
clists, their own family members can become victims. I just heard a news broad-
cast where a school bus pulled out in front of a truck and a 5th grader was 
killed. What’s it going to take to make these legislators aware that the current 
law isn’t worth the paper it is written on. Judges need to get the facts before 
making half hearted decisions and we as members of ABATE must become more dili-
gent in contacting them and communicating the need to pass this legislation. Stand 
up, speak out and get involved, ABATE is for all motorcyclists and we’re fighting 
for our rights and freedom.  
 
If you stick your head in the sand you’re 
still gonna get your ass kicked.  
 
Ride Free, Ride Safe 
 
Strongbow 
president@abatepalmbeach.com  
 
 

President’s Message — Cont’d 
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ABATE Gulf Coast, Making the Difference 
To all: 
On January 26, 2011 a local Sgt from the Century Correctional Center and his 
female friend where involved in a crash that was a result of a failure to yeild. 
Century is a very small town about 30 to 40 miles north of Pensacola. As a re-
sult of this crash both victims on the motorcycle are still hospitalized with no 
immediate prognosis of a full recovery available. We have been in contact with 
both victims families. They asked for our support after our Chaplain paid the vic-
tims a visit. Again both victims are still hospitalized. The Sgt has suffered at 
least one stroke as a result of his injuries. 
 
On March 29th, 2011; 12 to 15 of the Gulf Coast Chapter Members accompa-
nied me to the courthouse for the hearing on the failure to yield traffic cita-
tion. The court room was so small that we filled up half. When the case in ques-
tion came up before the Judge it became fairly obvious that the Judge (John 
Simon) was familiar with ABATE. I had written the Judge prior to the hearing to 
express our point of view and that we would be there. 
When the defendant was called forward she was read her charges and told to 
read the letter I had written to the court.  
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He also read it. When asked what she had 
to say she honestly started to show 
some remorse until she started blaming 
the motorcycle and asked if the FHP had 
questioned how fast it was going. The 
Judge cut her short and called me for-
ward. I addressed the court for 5 to 7 
minutes on ABATE's purpose and mission 
and that we were there to support the 
family. I addressed our Stiffer Penalties 
approach and facts that we had on this 
crash. When I was done the Judge ex-
pressed his awareness of our signs, 
bumper stickers and stated he supported 
stiffer penalties. 
 
The penalties handed out were: 
1/ $166 traffic citation 
2/ $500 civil fine 
3/ Suspension of license for 3 months 
4/ Advanced driver improvement training 
5/ New eye and driver's test for the de-
fendant 
6/ Return to court to show all is com-
pleted 
7/ 50 hours of community service 
All in all about the only other penalty 
left that is available by the statutes 
would have been more community ser-
vice. 

Judge Simon sees our Cause and sup-
ports it. I am convinced however that if 
we had not appeared, the sentence may 
have been lighter. 
 
We can make a difference by simply 
showing up. The three deputies on duty 
all shook my hand after the hearing and 
said that had never heard it put the way 
we put it. Since the hearing yesterday I 
have received 3 calls from family 
thanking us for showing up. The Judge 
made it a point at the end to state he 
had seen our bumper stickers and High-
way signs. 
 
I want to thank my Chapter for their 
support of the Cause. If we show up. 
Most will listen. Always write to the 
court in advance. It carries a lot of 
weight. 
See you all in Tally. 
Satch 
 
ABATE of Florida, Inc  
Gulf Coast Chapter President 
Ride safe and free  
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety 

Dedicated to  
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road" 

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed 
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. 
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization 
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the leg-

islative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide. 
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 

Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We 
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of 
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we wel-
come your support as a member. 

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE 
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and 
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents, 
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.  

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW 
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to 
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether 
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect 
your rights. 
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our 
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators (ROWV), 
still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use while operat-
ing a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education Courses and 
classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make our voice 
heard as motorcyclists.   

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD" 
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 ac-
tive chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of 
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motor-
cyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential voice in 
raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders will be pri-
marily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County. 
 
For more information contact:  
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346 



 

12  ISSUE 2011– 04           VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM        APRIL 2011  

 



13  ISSUE 2011- 04           VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM         APRIL 2011    

 

Vice President’s Message 

 
Well this years Daytona Bike Week has come and gone. I'd like 
to thank the members that came and stayed at the ABATE camp-
ground. As usual we had a good time! For those of you that 
weren't there, plan on it for next year. ABATE does a great 
job of running the campground. As usual the food was good 

and the prices very reasonable. This is a good time on a low budget. This is also 
an important fund raiser for the state and a great way for the members to show 
their support. 
 
We got 2 big events coming up the weekend of April 8-11. It's Leesburg  Bikefest 
and ABATE's annual Freedom Rights Rally! This years Leesburg Bikefest should 
be the best one yet! Jackyl will be the headlining band on Saturday, Slaughter 
will be on Friday night. There was also a spread about it in this months Easyrid-
ers magazine. There has been some confu-
sion and false rumours around that 
there's no ABATE campground this year at 
Leesburg. THAT IS NOT TRUE! So let me 
clarify. There is the usual ABATE camp-
ground at the Eagles in Lake County. This 
campground is run by the Lake County 
chapter, not by the State. If you are 
planning on attending Leesburg the camp-
ground will be open, price is $13 per 
person per night for tent camping. At the 
same time the Freedom Rights Rally will 
be at the Monticello KOA campground 
offering free tent camping. On Monday is the ride to the capital. For those at-
tending Leesburg or both, there's a ride planned on Sunday leaving the Eagles 
heading to Monticello for the Rally there. So if you can spare the time, do 
both! Make the ride to Monticello on Sunday and the ride to the capital on Mon-
day. A large turnout for the ride to the Capital greatly helps our cause.  
 
Coming up June 25th is our event. As usual we're going to need as many volun-
teers as possible to help out. So keep that day open on your calendar! 
Until next month, ride safe and watch your asses out there! 
Nighthawk 
VP ABATE PBC  
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Congressman West Proposes Wasteful Defense Spending Cuts 
 
(Washington) ----Congressman Allen West (FL-22) will introduce today three sepa-
rate pieces of legislation to cut wasteful defense spending.The legislation will 
be voted on by American citizens through the YouCut project. 
 
“The Federal Government has a spending problem,” West said. “While the Democ-
rats continue to propose to add trillions of dollars in new spending and new 
taxes, I am keeping my promise to my constituents to responsibly cut government 
spending in order to get the American Fiscal House back in order.  
 
As I have stated, all government programs must be thoroughly scrutinized, in-
cluding the Department of Defense. After serving 22 years in the United States 
Army, I am aware of areas where saving money is very possible. These cuts are 
aimed at wasteful Defense Department spending and will not affect the overall 
mission of our men and women in uniform in protecting our national security.”  
 
Congressman West will introduce the following three pieces of legislation to be 
voted on via the YouCut program:  
 
 House Resolution to reduce the printing and reproduction budget by 10%. 
Would generate $35.7 million in sav-
ings in FY12, reaching nearly $180 mil-
lion in savings through FY16.  
 
 House Resolution to reduce funding 
for Defense studies, analysis and 
evaluations by  
10%. Would generate a savings of $24 
million in FY12, returning up to $120 
million to the treasury through FY16.  
 
 House Resolution to restrict payout 
of annual nationwide adjustment and lo-
cality pay for below satisfactory work-
ers. Would generate approximately $21 
million in savings while increasing pro-
ductivity in the workforce. As employ-
ees become more satisfactory in future 
years, the savings would be approxi-
mately $80 million through FY16.  
American citizens have from today 
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through April 5th to place their vote online for the piece of legislation they 
would like to see enacted.  
 
After the votes are tallied, Congressman West will offer the piece of legisla-
tion which received the most support from the American people on the floor of 
the House of Representatives for an up-or-down vote.  
 
Americans can cast their vote by clicking: Vote Here 
 
“I can’t think of a better way to allow the American people to have a voice about 
the kind of cuts that are important to them than by allowing them to vote di-
rectly via the YouCut project,” West said. “I encourage all constituents of the 
22nd Congressional District of Florida and all Americans to vote this week and 
be a part of democracy at its best.”  
 
Background: The YouCut project is a first of a kind project,designed to defeat 
the permissive culture of runaway spending in the United States Congress. It al-
lows Americans to vote, both online and by cell phone, on spending cuts that 
Americans want to see the House of Representatives enact. Each week that the 
House is in session, the winning item will be offered on the floor for an up-or-
down vote. 
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Legislative & Delegate Report 
Dan “slo– Motion’’ Henderson 

get passed this committee, because it 
will die if not passed by this committee. 
 
Doc is busy up in Tally with talks going 
on up there because our Bill has a lot 
of support. However, we can still do a 
big part by keeping the phones busy and 
e-mails humming. I have talked to some 
legislator's offices that told me they 
have been contacted by several ABATE 
people this week. 
 
I have asked a lot from you the past two 
weeks, but I need your help again! This 
time we are going to focus our calls on 
the OTHER members of the House Trans-
portation and Highway Safety Subcommit-
tee. If we can get enough people to call 
and e-mail them about HB 403, maybe 
they will convince Rep. Drake to put up 
the Bill so the bikers will stop calling. 
I have already called each members of-
fice and asked for their help in getting 
HB 403 on the agenda. All the office 
were friendly and said they would pass 
the message on to the Representative. 
This is basically what I said: 
 
“ My name is ______, I am a member of 
ABATE of Florida, the State's largest 
motorcycle rights organization. I am 
calling to ask for Rep. ____ help with 

Stiffer Penalties H403/S608 Updates 
HB 403 update from the State Office:  
I know that you have been busy calling and e-mailing Rep. Drake 
to get our HB 403 on the agenda. But at this point he has not 
placed it on the agenda for the House Transportation and High-
way Safety Subcommittee. We all know how important it is to 

HB 403. It is scheduled to go to the 
House Transportation and Highway Safety 
Subcommittee, however, we are having 
trouble getting it on the agenda. I was 
hoping that since Rep. _____ is a member 
of that committee he/she could help us 
get it on the agenda. Thank you very 
much.” 
 
Most asked about what the bill was 
about, which I explained and said they 
would make sure the Representative gets 
the information. Most said they already 
know about ABATE and Doc, so that made 
me very happy. One Representative from 
the Jacksonville area said they already 
knew about our Bill from the ABATE mem-
bers there. 
 
So, again I stand before you with my hat in 
my hand, asking for your help.  
 
House Transportation and Highway Safety 
Subcommittee Members and what area they 
are from. If they are your Representa-
tive, tell them that you vote and invite 
them to speak at your Chapter meeting 
this summer!!! 
 
Rep. Irving Slosberg  
irving.slosberg@myfloridahouse.gov       
1-850-488-1302   Boca Raton 
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Rep. Lori Berman  
lori.berman@myfloridahouse.gov  
1-850-488-1662 Delray Beach 
Rep. Jeff Clemens   
jeff.clemens@myfloridahouse.gov        
1-850-488-0260  Lake Worth 
 
Thanks, I know we can do this! 
Darrin "Scribe" Brooks, State Legislative 
Trustee,  ABATE of Florida, Inc.  
 
Hey it works, I got a note back from Ber-
man with note If you are a resident of Dis-
trict 86 and you have a pressing issue or 
are seeking immediate assistance, please 
contact my office at 561-266-
6645.  Thank you. Sincerely, Lori Berman 
- so if you are in Delray as I am, call her 
also. Slo Motion.  Meanwhile things are 
going over better in the Senate.  From 
State Office: 
 
SB 608 continues to roll through the 
Senate as it passes the Senate Criminal 
Justice Committee with a vote of 5 – 0. 
Doc again testified before the committee. 
You can listen to the pod cast of the meet-
ing at http://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/
Show/CJ and click on the pod cast link 
for the 3/22/2011 meeting. Our bill 
comes up at the 1 hour and 9 minute mark 
in the program, so you may just skip to 
that section. 
 
Doc told me that the Senators commented 
that they have received HUNDREDS of 
calls from ABATE members about this bill. 
Our voice is being heard in the Senate and 
I thank each one of you that have called 
and/or sent an e-mail to the legislators. 
We just have to keep this ball rolling un-
til it passes. Then we can start calling the  

Governor!!! 
SB 608 will now be heard in the Senate 
Budget Committee. This committee is 
HUGE with 20 Senators sitting on it, so 
there is a good chance that your Sena-
tor will be on this one. As you know, a 
constituent calling to ask for support 
carries a little more weight. My Sena-
tor is on this, and I have already spoken 
and e-mailed his office asking for sup-
port of SB 608. 
 
Here are OUR Members of the Senate 
Budget Committee. Let's let them hear 
our voice!!! 
 
Sen. Joe Negron (Vice Chair)   

Negron.joe.web@flsenate.gov     

1-850-487-5088 

Sen. Lizbeth Benacquisto             

benaquisto.lizbeth.web@flsenate.gov  

1-850-487-5356 

Sen. Ellyn Bogdanoff  

bogdanoff.ellyn.web@flsenate.gov  

1-850-487-5100 

 Darrin "Scribe" Brooks, State Legisla-
tive Trustee,  ABATE of Florida, Inc.  
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 Greetings Brothers and Sisters, 
  
I received a call and an invitation from the Mayor of Delray Bch. Woody McDuffie 
asking if we would be interested in supporting a 2 hr. ride and BBQ to benefit the 
family of a fallen Delray police officer Adam Rosenthal. 
  
Those of us that attended the Delray Bch. commissioners meetings back in 2008 
when former Mayor Ellis tried to pass an ordinance to ban motorcycles from a 5 
block section of Atlantic Ave., might remember Woodie McDuffie as a member of the 
City Commissioners Committee and the only one that took the time to meet with us on 
Atlantic Ave. to assess the situation and recommend that the ordinance be scrapped. 
He also assured me that we are always welcome in Delray Bch. and spoke with the 
chief of police in our behalf to suspend any discriminatory actions stopping motor-
cyclists to check for E.P.A. stamps on motorcycle exhaust systems. Since then 
Woodie had been elected as Delray's Mayor and we have enjoyed an open, straight 
forward dialog in mutual respect.  
  
I had kept in contact Woodie throughout the Ocean Ridge controversy and 
he supported our efforts to end the discriminatory actions taken by the Ocean Ridge 
police stopping motorcycles only for loud pipes. As I understand it, he also ended 
the use of the S.W.A.T. teams presence when we attended hearings at the court-
house. I never made a call or sent an email to Woodie that he didn't  
return and I would consider this a favor  
to Mayor McDuffie to help make this  
benefit a huge success. 
  
I would like to ask you all to plan to  
attend this ride and benefit to help  
maintain our relationship in good faith  
and in support of the family of Officer  
Rosenthal. This will be a police  
escorted ride down I 95 to 595 east  
to 17th St. Causeway and north on A1A 
 back to Delray for the BBQ. 
  
Please feel free to pass this along to  
other organizations and riders, every- 
one is invited. 
  
Thank you 
Best regards and with respect 
Strongbow President 
ABATE Palm Beach Chapter 
president@abatepalmbeach.com  
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NCOM NEWS BYTES 
 

compiled and edited by Bill Bish 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 

MOTORCYCLISTS AWAIT ROADBLOCK RULING Motorcycle riders across the coun-
try are anxiously awaiting a decision from the U.S. District Court for the North-
ern District of New York which they hope will declare New York’s “motorcycle 
only” roadblocks to be unconstitutional. The so-called “safety checkpoints”, 
which target well-known motorcycle events, force motorcyclists to leave the 
roadway, regardless of any wrongdoing, and have their persons and property 
inspected for equipment violations, proper paperwork, DUI and stolen VIN num-
bers. The National Highway Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA) is now 
providing Federal funding for law enforcement to conduct such motorcycle-only 
checkpoints nationwide despite objections raised by members of Congress and le-
gal challenges from the biker community. The New York lawsuit is the first to 
challenge the constitutionality of motorcycle checkpoints. The plaintiffs are 
being represented by Proner & Proner, led by N.Y. Aid to Injured Motorcyclists 
(A.I.M.) Attorney Mitch Proner, a motorcycle-riding lawyer who has a long his-
tory of doing “pro bono” (free) legal work to protect the rights of motorcy-
clists. The Proner law firm commenced the lawsuit on behalf of four motorcy-
clists who were detained at two separate checkpoints, as well as representing 
the interests of ABATE of New York and the National Coalition of Motorcyclists 
(NCOM). The checkpoints in question are funded by a grant from the New York 
Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee and the troopers who work them are paid 
overtime. Although the stated purpose of the checkpoints is to promote safety, 
the majority of the more than a thousand tickets which were issued during the 
first year of the checkpoints had nothing to do with safety and instead focused 
on non-safety violations such as loud pipes. The written guidelines for the 
checkpoints specifically state that one of the purposes of the checkpoints is to 
look for stolen and forged VINs and the police readily admit that they often 
have undercover members of their gang and auto theft units working the check-
points looking for signs of criminal activity. According to Proner, the Supreme 
Court of the United States has repeatedly made it clear that any roadway check-
point whose primary purpose is general crime control constitutes an unreason-
able search and seizure under the Fourth Amendment and is presumptively uncon-
stitutional. Notwithstanding that fact, the progress reports which the police 
prepared on the checkpoints specifically state that the grant funds are used 
“for overtime for intelligence gathering and the subsequent criminal and traffic 
enforcement.” The police admit that the checkpoints, which focus only on equip-
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ment violations and forged and stolen VINs, do not address any of the major 
causes of motorcycle accidents such as reckless driving, driver inattentiveness 
and alcohol impairment. The case, Wagner et al. v. The County of Schenectady, et 
al. could wind up in the U.S. Supreme Court. The future of motorcyclists’ 
rights hangs in the balance.  
 
BILLS INTRODUCED TO PROHIBIT MOTORCYCLE-ONLY CHECKPOINTS Even as Georgia 
police prepared to launch the nation’s first federally-funded motorcycle-only 
checkpoints during Daytona Bike Week, lawmakers in Washington were taking steps 
to cut federal funding for the controversial practice. Wisconsin Reps. Jim Sen-
senbrenner, Paul Ryan and Tom Petri introduced House Resolution 904 on March 
3rd that would prohibit the secretary of transportation from providing funds to 
state and local governments for the use of motorcycle-only traffic check-
points. “The first step in motorcycle crash prevention should be rider education 
and increased awareness. Taxpayer money should not be spent on helmet check-
points that do not prevent crashes," Petri said in a news release. "Also, it's out-
rageously intrusive. Nobody is suggesting pulling cars off the road for un-
scheduled inspections, so why are motorcycle riders being harassed?" “We stand 
in solidarity against the unconstitutional use of motorcycle-only checkpoints be-
ing implemented in Georgia, and may be coming to your state soon,” said Escondido 
Paul, National Lt. Commander of the US Defenders, in issuing a Call To Action 
(CTA) urging all motorcyclists to contact their federal officials to “solicit 
their support against grant money being used by the Federal Government to in-
duce other States to participate in such discriminatory actions!” In related news, 
bills have been recently introduced in New Hampshire (HB 148) and California 
(AB 1047) to prohibit any state law enforcement agency from accepting federal 
funding to establish motorcycle-only roadside checkpoints.  
 
SUPREME COURT RULES IN FAVOR OF MILITARY FUNERAL PROTESTORS Freedom of 
Speech was considered by our Founding Fathers to be our most important Consti-
tutional right, which is why it is the First Amendment to the Bill of Rights, but 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s recent ruling favoring the rights of hateful protes-
tors over the dignity of a military funeral doesn’t sit well with some motorcy-
clists. In particular, the Patriot Guard Riders were formed in 2005 to protect 
the funerals of fallen warriors and shield mourners from the incendiary demon-
strations waged by Westboro Baptist Church, which claims soldiers’ deaths are 
“divine retribution” for American tolerance of homosexuality. The High Court 
ruled 8-1 on Wednesday, March 9th with only Justice Sam Alito dissenting, that 
the First Amendment protects hateful protests at military funerals, despite the 
pain they cause grieving families. “Our soldiers fought to give Westboro the 
right to free speech,” said Mike Todd, a member of the Patriot Guard Riders 
from Reading, Michigan, noting the irony. Although describing the court’s hold-
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ing as narrow, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote for the majority, saying of 
free speech; “It can stir people to action, move them to tears of both joy and 
sorrow, and -- as it did here -- inflict great pain … we cannot react to that pain 
by punishing the speaker.” He said the national commitment to free speech re-
quires protection of “even hurtful speech on public issues to ensure that we 
do not stifle public debate.” The case arose from a protest at the funeral of a 
Marine who had died in Iraq, Lance Cpl. Matthew Snyder. As with hundreds of 
other funerals, members of the Westboro Baptist Church of Topeka, Kan., ap-
peared with signs bearing such messages as “Thank God for Dead Soldiers” and 
“America Is Doomed”. Albert Snyder sued regarding the intentional infliction of 
emotional distress at the funeral of his son, and won an $11 million jury award 
that was later reduced by a judge to $5 million, but the verdict was overturned 
by a federal appeals court that ruled the Constitution shielded the church mem-
bers from liability. The Supreme Court’s decision upholds the appeals court 
ruling that threw out a $5 million judgment to the dead Marine’s father. Dissent-
ing Justice Alito strongly disagreed, likening the protest to fighting words, not 
protected by the First Amendment. ”Our profound national commitment to free 
and open debate is not a license for the vicious verbal assault that occurred in 
this case,” he wrote. Westboro’s antagonistic tactics have resulted in a torrent 
of legislative activity rarely rivaled in the annals of First Amendment history, 
with 41 states and the U.S. Congress having passed laws limiting funeral pro-
tests, usually establishing minimum distances and time constraints, while numer-
ous municipalities have also passed funeral-protest ordinances at the local 
level.  
 
RIDING OUT THE RECESSION With gasoline prices approaching $4 a gallon, com-
muters are turning to more fuel efficient motorcycles to save money. Sales and 
interest are up across the country, and many motorcycle dealers anticipate the 
popularity of motorcycles to increase even more. Signs that the two-wheeled 
world is getting back on the road to recovery are coming from not only improv-
ing motorcycle sales, but also by the financial health of bikers themselves. 
Fewer bikers appear to be making late payments or defaulting on their motorcy-
cle loans, according to a report issued by Fitch Ratings, a credit rating agency 
working with Harley-Davidson’s Financial Services (HDFS) division. In addition, the 
report also notes the improving market for previously owned motorcycles is 
again gaining strength, in part due to reduced inventory levels at dealers. This 
would allow for any repossessed motorcycles to be sold for a better price 
than they may have the year before.  
 
NEW JERSEY LIFTS BAN ON SUNDAY MOTORCYCLE SALES New Jersey motorcycle 
dealers are rejoicing that they can now sell bikes on Sundays. Governor Chris 
Christie signed a bill into law allowing the Sunday motorcycle sales on March 3; 
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though the measure does not affect the state’s ban on Sunday automobile sales, 
nor does it apply in Bergen County where Blue Laws continue to prohibit the 
sale of most nonessential items on Sundays. State Senator Donald Norcross in-
troduced the legislation after a Camden County dealership complained about los-
ing customers to stores in nearby Pennsylvania and Delaware as a result of the 
Sunday ban, adding that most motorcycle buyers tend to make purchases on week-
ends. “With our dealerships closed for business on Sunday, consumers were 
heading across the river to make their purchases at bike shops in neighboring 
states,” said Norcross. “Especially in this economy, we need to give businesses 
the tools they need to remain competitive.” Motorcycle businesses in Indiana and 
Wisconsin have also been trying to overturn bans on Sunday bike sales.  
 
CONGRESSIONAL MOTORCYCLE CAUCUS EXPANDS Newly-elected U.S. Rep. Allen 
West (R-FL), who was accused by his incumbent foe of belonging to a “biker gang” 
because he was supported by the South Florida Confederation of Clubs, has be-
come one of the newest members of the Congressional Motorcycle Caucus. The 
bi-partisan caucus is comprised of members of Congress who are passionate 
about motorcycling and who work to promote the interests of motorcyclists. 
The CMSC has actively highlighted the safety of motorcyclists by passing Con-
gressional Resolutions supporting the goals of May is Motorcycle Safety Aware-
ness Month, drawing attention to Ride to Work Day and ensuring that motorcycle 
safety is remembered in the transportation reauthorization process. "I'm very 
pleased to be able to join the Congressional Motorcycle Caucus to work with my 
esteemed colleagues on issues related to motorcycling," said West, who is indeed 
an active motorcyclist who contributes political articles for a local South 
Florida biker magazine “Wheels on the Road”. West joins with fellow U.S. Repre-
sentatives Tim Walberg (R-MI), Tim Griffin (R-AR), Reid Ribble (R-WI) and Jeff Denham 
(R-CA) as the most recent motorcycle enthusiasts on the caucus. Other members 
include Reps. G.K. Butterfield (D-NC), Michael Conaway (R-TX), John Duncan (R-
TN), Bob Filner (D-CA), Randy Forbes (R-VA), Walter Jones (R-NC), Doug Lamborn 
(R-CO) and Tim Walz (D-MN). Reps. Michael Burgess (R-TX) and Gabrielle Giffords 
(D-AZ) founded the Congressional Motorcycle Safety Caucus on June 26, 2009 
and currently serve as co-chairs of the caucus, despite a gunman’s vicious at-
tack on Giffords. Reps. West and Giffords were both recently selected by the 
NCOM Board of Directors to receive the coveted Silver Spoke Award - Legisla-
tive at the upcoming 26th Annual NCOM Convention over Mother’s Day weekend 
May 5-8, 2011 at the Hyatt Regency in Albuquerque, New Mexico. For furtherin-
formation, or to register for the NCOM Convention, visit www.ON-A-BIKE.com or 
call (800) 525-5355. 
  
AMERICA’S MOST DANGEROUS DRIVERS BY PROFESSION Chances are the car that 
cut you off in traffic was driven by an attorney, or a judge, or government 
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And that's  all  the News that f i ts!  

worker or maybe even a dog groomer, according to a new study listing the most danger-
ous drivers by profession. A study conducted by an online insurance agency found that 
lawyers snared the No. 1 spot on a Top 10 list of “Most Dangerous Drivers By Profes-
sion,” with 44% claiming a prior accident when receiving a car insurance comparison 
quote from insurance.com. Findings were based on accident claims as a percentage of 
quotes, the agency said, and used its proprietary data. Here is the full list Insur-
ance.com’s study of most dangerous driver’s by profession: 1-Attorney/Judge; 2-
Financial professionals; 3-Government worker (GS6); 4-Bartender or Waiter; 5-Business 
Professionals; 6-Dog Groomer; 7-Marketing/Advertising professionals; 8-Barber/
Stylist; 9-Coach; and 10-Nurse. So why did these folks rank so high? Distraction. That 
was apparently the opposite for those on the other end of the study, deemed the least 
dangerous drivers. To that end are athletes and homemakers, the agency said. 
“Professions that demand multi-tasking - being on the phone, moving fast on a tight 
schedule - are prone to more distractions and, from there, more accidents,” said Sam 
Belden, vice president at Insurance.com. “On the other hand, though the job of a home-
maker demands multi-tasking, young children are often along for any car ride. And when 
children are involved, people tend to take their time and use greater caution.”  
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “In matters of conscience the law of majority has no place.” ~ Mo-
handas “Mahatma” Gandhi (1869-1948) Hindu Spiritual and Political leader  
 
BREAKING NEWS FLASH:  
FORMER WISCONSIN SENATOR DAVE ZIEN INJURED IN MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT As we pre-
pare to go to press, NCOM has just learned that longtime bikers’ rights activist Dave 
Zien, a former Wisconsin state senator and record-setting long distance rider, was in-
volved in an early morning crash on Sunday, March 13th while attending Daytona Bike 
Week, and was taken by helicopter to the Tallahassee Memorial Medical Center and 
placed in intensive care. According to news accounts, an SUV traveling in front of Zien 
on Interstate 10 attempted to change lanes, lost control and flipped onto its side. Zien, 
59, was unable to avoid the overturned vehicle. Early reports indicate that Zien lost 
part of his left leg and suffered a broken right hip. Zien is a longtime member of the 
NCOM Legislative Task Force who fought against helmet laws and for bikers’ rights dur-
ing his 13 years in the state Senate, from 1993 to 2006. He's been inducted into both 
the Sturgis Motorcycle Hall of Fame and the AMA Motorcycle Hall of Fame and rode 
more than 1 million miles on a 1991 Harley-Davidson Sport Glide. Visiting him at the 
hospital, James “Doc” Reichenbach, Chairman of the NCOM Board of Directors, reports 
that Dave is alert and preparing for extensive surgery on his fractured hip, but remains 
in good spirits and already talking about riding again. “Please thank everyone for their 
well-wishes and for keeping me in their hearts,” Zien said, adding “I’m lucky to be alive.” 
Please keep Dave in your thoughts and prayers, and NCOM wishes him all the best on his 
road to recovery. 



 

 

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 
 
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all motorcy-
clists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting 
VFW POST 4143 
APRIL 17, 2011  

11:30 am 
 

Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue 
Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on east 
side. Bike Parking is on south side of building. 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

P.O. Box 971073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

Place 
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