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DISCLAIMER 
This official publication of ABATE of 
Florida, Inc., Palm Beach Chapter accepts 
no responsibility for the comments, 
advertisers or opinions contained in this 
publication 

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 
This newsletter is the monthly publication of 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. Palm Beach Chapter 
Published monthly (12 times a year)  

Abate of Florida, Inc.  
Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 971073 

Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 
The submission deadline for all material intended for publication in 
this newsletter is the 25th of each month. 

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES 
You are encouraged to submit letters about abate related to events, articles, photographs, 

commentaries, etc. please do not submit Slanderous or accusing letters, profanity or nudity. Abate 
of florida, inc, will not accept any advertising that discriminates against any type of motorcyclist 

DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES  



  3  ISSUE 2010-12      VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM     DECEMBER 2010    

 



  4  ISSUE 2010-12      VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM     DECEMBER 2010    

            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

American Bikers Aiming Toward Education 

Please Contact 
Alison (RIO) 561-482-4346/Fax 561-883-2678 
E-MAILTO:  
NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM 
 
Strongbow - 561-302-0879  
or any member of the Board of Directors 
 
Mail your information and check to: 

 
ABATE of Florida  
Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073
 
You will be contacted ASAP
 
Thank you for your support!   
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(Rates shown are for the entire period, 6.5% sales tax 
included). 
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.doc, .pdf, .jpg, .wpd

BUSINESS CARD 
 
1 – Month  $ 12.72  3 - Months $ 26.71 
 
6 - Months $ 49.61  One Year   $ 89.29 

CONTACT 
 
SIZE AND DURATION 
 
NAME 
 
ADDRESS 
 
PHONE NUMBER 
 
E-MAIL 

 
¼ PAGE 

 
1 - Month $ 25.44 
 
3 - Months  $ 50.88 
 
6 - Months    $ 92.86 
 
One Year $147.14 

½ PAGE 
 
1 - Month  $ 38.16 
 
3 - Months   $ 78.86 
 
6 - Months   $146.28 
 
One Year $263.33 

 
1  
/  
2  
 
P
A
G
E  

PLEASE CHECK APPROPRIATE  BOX 

FULL PAGE  
 
1 - Month $ 50.88 
 
3 - Months  $125.93 
 
6 - Months    $212.78 
 
One Year $418.99 

F 
U
L 
L 
 
P 
A
G
E 



  5  ISSUE 2010-12      VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM     DECEMBER 2010    

After a relatively quite year in regard to 
new legislation aimed specifically at 
motorcyclists, the fed’s decided to give 
us a preview of what we can look forward 
to for 2011. Yep, they’re at it again; the 
NTSB (National Transportation Safety 
Board) is calling for all states to adopt a 
mandatory helmet law. We had heard there 
was a possibility there would be new 
legislation proposed to impose a national 
helmet law but up until just the last 
couple months it was more like a nasty 
rumor. The fact is they never stopped 
trying they just keep playing with 
statistics until they come up with a new 
pitch to sway public opinion. As we all 
know the media has been relentless in 
reporting every accident involving a 
motorcycle with whether they were or 
were not wearing a helmet regardless of 
the facts surrounding the accident and 
cause.  
 
When you consider the statistics clearly 
show many more people suffer head 
trauma from motor vehicle crashes I can 
only offer my own theory on the reason 
why the helmet issue remains. It’s easier to 
focus on the obvious than fix the real 
problem. We as motorcyclists understand 
the risks involved when riding 
motorcycles and to non- riders it appears 
to be a dangerous way to travel and it can 
be given the circumstances, but it’s 

 
     
     
     
     
     
 
 
    
 
 
 

something we deal with every time 
we kick a leg over our bikes. We 
accept the risks and the majority of 
rider’s take the necessary 
precautions and pay more attention 
to “the other guy” than most 
motorists.  
 
So, why motorcyclists? We’re the 
one’s that have to be certified to 
ride legally. We’re the one’s who 
are usually the victims in accidents 
with other vehicles, who for the 
most part cause the accidents 
according to the statistics and 
we’re the one’s who suffer the 
consequences in the majority of 
these accidents. Somehow I just 
can’t believe, N.S.T.B. is really all 
that concerned about us as 
motorcyclists, I mean it’s a nice 
thought, but it seems to me that if 
that were the case they would be 
more involved in prevention and 
going to the source by calling for 
a national mandatory ban on texting 
while driving, cell phone use or at 
least restricting the use to hands 
free, both of which have 
contributed to the increase in 
accidents for all motorists. I would 

President’s Message 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
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President’s Message – Cont’d  

 think that eliminating or reducing risk factor of distracted drivers would 
definitely have an impact on the statistics of accidents causing head trauma, 
injury and death of motorcyclists as well as other motorists.  
 
If helmets could prevent accidents I would probably understand why they’re 
still pushing for this measure but they don’t, so what’s their motive? If it’s 
purely a matter of reducing the cost of medical care in America, then perhaps 
they should get with other government agencies and do something about giving 
free medical care to illegal aliens. I’m not saying they shouldn’t be cared for 
if it’s an emergency but I think they and/or their medical records should be 
turned over to I.N.S. upon being discharged. No more free medical for illegal 
aliens, what a concept, do you think that would bring those medical costs 
down? 
 
Could it be the insurance companies pressuring the N.S.T.B.? That would 
probably make more sense considering they had tried and failed to raise the 
minimum on personal injury rates for motorcyclists from $10,000 to 
$50,000 here in Florida. After all, their marketing wizards told them how 
their projected profit margin would be significantly higher if they could get 
states where the helmet laws were repealed to force legislation upon us 
making it mandatory. Of course when that didn’t work, they went whining to 
N.S.T.B. and we all know the insurance industry swings a big stick in D.C. and 
every state in America. I certainly think they have their hand in it, probably 
more like up to their elbows in it but I’m not sure how they would capitalize on 
it at least enough to really increase their profit margins. They’re obviously 
not selling helmets, so what would be their motivation to support this 
legislation.  
 
As long as the media continues to report every accident involving a motorcycle 
as if it was the motorcyclists fault for not wearing a helmet and reporting it as 
if the accident could have been avoided if the rider was wearing a helmet the 
non riding public will keep believing them. Lets face it, the non riding public is 
never going to hear from us in the same way they hear and see these stories 
from the media and I seriously doubt that they spend any time thinking about it 
anyway, they’ll just go along with whatever they are told. Until we can find out 
who actually pulls the strings for the media’ biased reporting on this issue 
public opinion will never change.  
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This is another aspect of our educational program, we need to be able to meet 
with people in their communities and with community leaders in order to set the 
record straight. It’s not an easy task but it definitely needs to be done. I hope 
to begin a campaign focusing on cell phone use and texting while driving called 
“No, you can’t, Nobody can” after the new year and I would like to be able to 
work with the pro’s and con’s of helmet use and why it should be left up to 
the individual rider as to whether they wear or don’t wear a helmet and why non 
riders and government should not interfere in our personal choices.  
 
In my opinion it’s just another way for government to intrude on our personal 
lives and try to make us think they know better than we do what’s best for us. 
As long as ABATE and other MRO’s exist they feel threatened, they don’t have 
total control and that really bothers them. We cannot not allow them to 
succeed in their efforts to control us, putting a mandatory national helmet law 
into effect isn’t about safety, it’s about government taking our right to govern 
ourselves away. 
 
We saw the effect the Tea Party movement effected the mid term elections and 
how taking a stand can turn things around, I believe it’s time for us, as 
motorcyclist to take a stand and put an end to this through education. If 
people knew the facts about helmets and why it should be left up to the 
individual rider and their passenger as to whether they wear one or not then 
maybe they’ll understand why we are not anti helmet, we are anti helmet law.  
 
In closing, I want to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
prosperous New Year. God bless us every one. 
 
Ride Free, Ride Safe 
 
 
 
Strongbow 
president@abatepalmbeach.com  
  
 
 

President’s Message – Cont’d  
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety 
Dedicated to  

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road" 
 

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law 
repealed in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's 

throughout the year. ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle 
rights & safety organization dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while 
remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' 

nationwide. 
 

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. 
We do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a 
member of a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or 
organization we welcome your support as a member. 

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE 
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists 
and welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all 
independents, regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.  

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW 
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose 
to ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide 
whether wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to 
protect your rights. 
 
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. 
Our Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators 
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use 
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education 
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to 
make our voice heard as motorcyclists.   

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD" 
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one 
of the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of 
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential 
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders 
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County. 
For more information contact:  
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346 
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Well “Nighthawk's Pot Luck BBQ and Social”, the party I 
held for all of our members seemed to be a big hit. We had 
about 70 members turn out, many old ones and a bunch of 

new ones. It was nice to be able to put more names with the faces. This type of 
atmosphere gave people the opportunity to get to know each other better 
while having a good time. I was impressed but not surprised  by the conduct of 
my guests. Everyone in attendance was well mannered and respectful of my 
place. But like I said, I wasn't surprised. We have a really awesome bunch of 
people here in our chapter. Lot's of good people who know how to party and 
have a good time yet still be responsible! I am proud to be associated with our 
members and it was my pleasure having you here . I'd like to thank everyone 
who brought food and helped out with the party. Special thanks go out to 
Poleman, C.B., David and my lady Mysti! About 2 months ago I announced the 
party when I got the word from members saying we needed to bring the fun 
back. Well since then people have been responding. We've been having a good 
time and our ride turn outs are getting much better. So let's keep the good 
times rolling! 
 
We have a chapter ride going to Markham Park for the annual “Toys in the Sun 
Run” and I hope to see you all there. This is an event not to miss. If you've 
never gone to this before I highly recommend it! 
   
On December 12th is our annual “Freedom Rights Rally” being held at Island 
Jack's. This event takes place starting at 1pm. This is right after “Bill's Bikes 
Memorial Toy Run” and hopefully we”ll have lot's of people coming to our 
event after the toy run. Once again were going to need the help of as many of 
you that can. This event is extremely important to the chapter. So if you can't 
help out, at least plan to attend to support your chapter. Not to mention 
you'll miss out on a good time if your not there!   
 
Until next month, ride safe and watch your asses! 
 
  

Nighthawk 
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach  

Vice President’s Message 

Dear Fellow ABATE Members, 

 
Our hosts 
thanks for a 
great time 
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Where to Start 
 
I am not going to pretend that it is safer to ride a motorcycle without a 
helmet.  If you promise not to pretend that you have the right, as a non-
motorcyclist, or even a motorcyclist, to tell me to wear one.  When we start 
wearing helmets and still have accidents, are you then going to say that we can 
no longer have motorcycles? The fact is, it's dangerous to be on a motorcycle 
for many reasons but i think the statistics will probably surprise you.  
 
Motorcycles make up less than 2% of all registered vehicles and only 0.4% 
of all vehicle miles traveled, but motorcyclists account for over 9% of 
total traffic fatalities. (National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, or 
NHTSA, 2005) 
 
 
How many of that 9% were hit by cars that did not see them?  How many were 
hit by teenyboppers texting or talking on their phones?  Now, for the real 
question...How many of those 9% of accidents would have been avoided if the 
rider was wearing a helmet???.....NONE OF THEM!!! 
It seems that motorcycle awareness and accident avoidance would be the first 
priorities in this argument.  Lets get the teenagers to stop texting while 
driving and the "legally blind" to renew their licenses with a prescription 
check every six months and the drunk drivers to spend a little more than one 
night behind bars and the business men and women to look up from their 
phones and laptops once in a while to avoid hitting a motorcycle or even a 
school bus, first!  These are things we can work on together instead of sitting 
behind your desk telling ME that I need to wear a helmet.   
 
If YOU feel unsafe because I don't wear a helmet... Who tucks you in at night?   
 
In 2003, 36 percent of all motorcyclists involved in fatal crashes were 
speeding, approximately twice the rate for drivers of 
passenger cars or light trucks. The percentage of 
alcohol involvement was 40 percent higher for 
motorcyclists than for drivers of passenger vehicles. 
(NHTSA, 2003) 
 
Maybe the drunk driving is a bigger issue than people 
just not wearing helmets.  Wearing a helmet is not going 
to reduce the number of accidents.  Getting control of 

Nice to 
see ya 
Rocker 
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the drunks WILL!!  
 
One final note... If this 
letter inspires you to 
check out some of these 
statistics and maybe look 

 

 

into some more statistics about 
motorcycles here in Florida...Please keep 
in mind, Florida is the TOP motorcycle 
destination in the country!!  Motorcyclists 
come here from all over to spend there 
money and line your pockets.  Because of 
this, the statistics in Florida will be a bit 
skewed as compared to other states and 
national averages.   
 
I look forward to seeing some of you 
chime in on this, some of whom I might 
know, some of whom I don't, ALL are 
welcome! 
 
Thanks for Reading, 
 
Darin "Rocker" Ruddock 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
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Here we go again…. 

You may want to read a article in Florida Today newspaper, November 29th issue, page 
13A by Bob Stover.  

Stover is the papers Executive Editor. The article is Express your opinion. 

Half way through the article there is: Sounding off on cyclist. 

The last paragraph in that section says, And how can anyone who rides a bike or has a 
seat in the Florida Legislature possibly think they should be exempt from wearing 
helmets? 

Endanger yourself endanger all of us. I take that statement to be bias and prejudice 
and believe it clearly states what the position of Florida Today is going to be on the 
current push by the Federal Government for Mandatory Helmet Laws. 

I suggest that as many people as possible contact Florida Today and comment on this.  
 
Mail letters to Your Views Florida Today P.O. Box 419000 Melbourne FL. 32941-
9000 

 e-mail Stover – bstover@floridatoday.com or editorial page editor John J. Glisch 
at  jglisch@floridatoday.com  

Comment on line at http://www.floridatoday.com/opinion 

I can not stress how important it is to STOP This Now. Newspaper articles prejudice 
the readers and the newspaper is endorsing Helmet Laws. 

Elsewhere The media campaign has begun. This link is to an article on the Huffington 
Post news site. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/richard-c-senelick-md/motorcycle-and-
bicycle-he_b_786402.html 

Those in favor of Freedom Of Choice need to actively speak out against 

this type of thing. 

Rogue 
Sturgis Freedom Fighters  
Motorcycle Hall Of Fame Member 2005 
 
 

I’m glad  
she joined 
so we have 
more ladies Welcome Biggs
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Mr. Stover, 
 
I saw your opinion piece in the Nov. 29th Florida Today, 
and would like to offer some comments on a few things 
you said. 
 
"When it comes to motorcycles, noise levels certainly 

LOOK WHO’S GETTING MARRIED!! 
Saturday Dec. 11  
Chopper and Chipper  
(Judy) Getting Married 
Noon at the Plush Pony  
Military Trail (south of  
Iron Eagle) West Palm  
Beach 

should be restricted" 
 
While many jurisdictions do have noise ordinances, why selectively single out 
motorcyclists?  Are motorcyclists any worse than the profanity that passes as 
"hip hop and rap" that blares out of all sorts of vehicles? Are motorcyclists 
worse than trains that travel along the tracks, even without horns blaring?  
Are motorcyclists worse than cars and trucks that have "loud exhaust".  
 
Answer: NO!  But you chose to single out motorcycles. 
"And how can anyone who rides a bike or has a seat in the Florida Legislature 
possibly think they should be exempt from wearing helmets? Endangering 
yourself endangers all of us." 
 
I invite you to explain that last comment.  How exactly does a motorcyclist not 
wearing a helmet endanger everyone?  Put another way, how does a 
motorcyclist who is wearing a helmet protect everyone?  I don’t understand 
how a device that limits vision, limits hearing, limits movement of ones head, 
makes it easier or better for a motorcyclist to avoid some other driver who 
cant see them on their motorcycle.   
 
There are a few single vehicle motorcycle accidents, but the vast majority of 
motorcycle accidents occur when a car or truck fails to properly yield the 
right of way to the motorcyclist, turning in front of them unexpectedly, 
changing lanes unexpectedly, pulling out of side streets without stopping.  The 
list goes on.   
 
How about taking your personal 
"safety" campaign away from the law 
abiding, the motorcyclist, and placing 
it on the law breakers who fail to 
properly yield to motorcycles?  I 
think its safe to say, that drivers 
who fail to yield endanger all of us, 
Mr. Stover. 
 
Charles "=CB=" Barcellona  
Secretary ABATE Palm Bch. Chapter  
561-305-0172  
secretary@abatepalmbeach.com 



  22  ISSUE 2010-12      VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM     DECEMBER 2010    

Legislative & Delegate Report 
Dan “ Slo Motion” Henderson 

Elections are over.  From the spreadsheet the ABATE state 
office sent out, statewide we have many friends in office.  
However at our local level we did not fare so well.  Many 
of the candidates never responded to inquires so we are 
not sure where they stand on our issues, some know not to 

be on our side.  Now it is the time to educate them. 
 
One upcoming issue appears to be a national push for helmet laws.  This has been 
reported by many including the AMA (not the medical) and even on the local 
American Biker Radio.  Strongbow emailed out about another national press for 
helmets and it is a call to action for us to respond!  Our state offices put out a 
press release I feel did a good job on the truth of helmets.  I intend to give that 
to all legislators we deal with and will send to those publishers to see if they 
have the guts to print it.  I am putting it on our legislative site under new Press 
Releases so all can access.  Here is the release.  It is good for some ideas in 
your own personal writing campaign. 

 
Helmet Use Is NOT the Problem in Florida… 

  
Deland, FL, November 18, 2010 – Motorcyclists have finally made the Ten 
Most Wanted list.  Not by the FBI, but by the NTSB, the National 
Transportation Safety Board.  The NTSB is now calling for all states to 
adopt a mandatory helmet law, even though all current data suggests that 
the wearing of a helmet is NOT as major a determining statistic on saving 
motorcyclists’ lives as once thought. 
  
In 2000, ABATE of Florida, Inc. successfully lobbied to have the mandatory 
helmet law in Florida repealed.  Although many have publicly cried out 
saying that motorcycle deaths have been on the rise ever since the helmet 
repeal, the government’s own statistics simply do not support this claim.  
  
According to Florida’s Department of Highway Safety & Motor Vehicles’ 
report Traffic Safety Facts, October 2010: Motorcycles, since 2000 
motorcycle registrations have risen by over 102%.   With two exceptions, 
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each year since then motorcycle registrations and related fatalities have 
been on the increase, but within 1% of each other when compared side-by-
side.  Although any death is never good news, statistically speaking this can 
be read to mean that the rise in the reported fatalities may be attributed to 
the rise in motorcycle registrations.  One of the reported exceptions is the 
year 2009, where motorcycle registrations increased 102.4% since 2001, 
but fatalities only increased 63.4% in the same time frame.  That same year, 
motorcycle fatalities were down 16% nationwide and over 25% in Florida 
since the previous year.  In addition, the Florida DHSMV’s Traffic Crash 
Statistics Report 2009  reported that in 2009, over 53% of all 
motorcyclists killed were wearing a helmet. 
  
With the above facts, there is no logic for a push to require helmet use.  
The ten-year rise in deaths can be directly attributed to the rise in 
motorcycle registrations.  Since 2004, the State of Florida has reported 
that the majority of motorcycle drivers and  passengers  in fatal  crashes  
have  been wearing the optional safety helmet.   Although motorcycle 
helmets may offer limited defensive measures when involved in a head-trauma 
accident, these numbers strongly suggest that a helmet is not the magic 
safety device many want them to be.   
  
ABATE of Florida, Inc. asks Legislators to consider this fact: in Florida 
61% of the motor vehicle vs. motorcycle collisions were the fault of the 
motor vehicle. The most common reason given by the vehicle driver was that 
they never saw the motorcycle.  Texting while driving, hands on the cell 
phone instead of the steering wheel, and almost insignificant punishments 
when hitting a motorcyclist are all the real reasons why motorcyclists in 
Florida are being killed.  
  
Florida now requires a motorcycle training program to receive a 
motorcycle endorsement on a driver’s license.  The motorcyclists are being 
trained to ride safely and defensively.  Helmets will not save more 
motorcyclists; educating the motoring public about the presence of bikes 
on the road and stronger motivations to drive a car or truck safely and 
legally should be the direction state and federal congresses take.  The 
numbers are clear; most motorcyclists are doing their part.  It’s now time 
for the rest of the motoring public to do theirs. 
 
David “Lockdown” Rich  
Public Relations Trustee, ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
386.490.4821   FAX: 396.490.4482 
statepr@abateflorida.com 
www.ABATEFlorida.com 
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CIA Interrogation - Really Quite Unbelievable 
 

As President George W. Bush's top speechwriter, Marc Thiessen was provided 
unique access to the CIA program used in interrogating top Al Qaeda terrorists, 
including the mastermind of the 9/11 attack, Khalid Sheikh Mohammad (KSM).  
 
Now, his riveting new book, "Courting Disaster", How the CIA Kept America Safe 
(Regnery), has  been published. 
 
Here is an excerpt from "Courting Disaster": 
 
Just before dawn on March 1, 2003, two dozen heavily armed Pakistani tactical 
assault forces move in  and surround a safe house in Rawalpindi.  A few hours 
earlier they had received a text message from an informant inside the house. It 
read:  "I am with KSM."  
 
Bursting in, they find the disheveled mastermind of the 9/11 attacks, 
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, in his bedroom. He is taken into custody.  In the safe 
house, they find a treasure trove of computers, documents, cell phones and 
other valuable "pocket litter." 
 
Once in custody, KSM is defiant.  He refuses to answer questions, informing his 
captors that he will tell them everything when he gets to America and sees his 
lawyer. But KSM is not taken to America to see a lawyer.  Instead he is taken to a 
secret CIA "black site" in an undisclosed location. 
 
Upon arrival, KSM finds himself in the complete control of Americans.  He does 
not know where he is, how long he will be there, or what his fate will be. 
 
Despite his circumstances, KSM still refuses to talk.  He spews contempt at his 
interrogators, telling them that Americans are weak, lack resilience, and are 
unable to do what is necessary to prevent the terrorists from succeeding in their 
goals.  He has trained to resist interrogation.   When he is asked for information 
about future attacks, he tells his questioners scornfully: "Soon, you will know." 
  
It becomes clear he will not reveal the information using traditional interrogation 
techniques. So he undergoes a series of "enhanced interrogation techniques" 
approved for use only on  the most high-value detainees. The techniques include 
waterboarding. 
 
His resistance is described by one senior American official as 
"superhuman." Eventually, however,  the techniques work, and KSM becomes 
cooperative-for reasons  that will be described later in this book. 
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He begins telling his CIA de-briefers about active al Qaeda plots to launch attacks 
against the United States and other Western targets.  He holds classes for CIA 
officials, using a  chalkboard to draw a picture of al Qaeda's operating 
structure,  financing, communications, and logistics.  He identifies al Qaeda travel 
routes and safe havens, and helps intelligence officers make sense of documents 
and computer records seized in terroristraids.   He identifies voices in intercepted 
telephone calls, and helps officials understand the meaning of coded terrorist 
communications.  He provides information that helps our intelligence community 
capture other high-ranking terrorists. 
 
KSM's questioning, and that of other captured terrorists, produces more 
than 6,000 intelligence reports, which are shared across the intelligence 
community, as well as with our allies across the world. 
 
In one of these reports, KSM describes in detail the revisions he made to his 
failed 1994-1995 plan known as the "Bojinka plot" to blow up a dozen airplanes 
carrying some 4,000 passengers over the   Pacific Ocean .  
 
Years later, an observant CIA  officer notices that the activities of a cell being 
followed by  British authorities appear to match KSM's description of his  plans 
for a Bojinka-style attack. 
 
In an operation that involves unprecedented intelligence cooperation between our 
countries, British officials proceed to unravel the plot.   On the night of Aug.9, 
2006 they launch a series of raids in a northeast London suburb that lead to the 
arrest of two dozen al Qaeda terrorist suspects.  They find a USB thumb-drive in 
the pocket of one of the men with security details for Heathrow airport, and 
information on seven trans-Atlantic flights that were scheduled to take off within 
hours of each other:  
 
*    United Airlines Flight 931 to San Francisco departing at  2:15 p.m. 
*    Air Canada Flight 849 to Toronto departing at 3:00  p.m. 
*    Air Canada Flight 865 to Montreal departing at 3:15  p.m. 
*    United Airlines Flight  959 to Chicago departing  at  3:40 p.m. 
*    United Airlines Flight  925 to Washington departing at 4:20 p.m. 
*    American Airlines  Flight 131 to New York departing at 4:35 p.m.  
*    American  Airlines Flight 91 to Chicago departing at 4:50 p.m. 
 
They seize bomb-making equipment and hydrogen peroxide to make liquid explosives.  
And they find the chilling martyrdom videos the suicide bombers had prepared. 
 
Today, if you asked an average person on the street what they know about 
the 2006 airlines plot, most would not be able to tell you much. Few Americans 
are aware of the fact that al Qaeda had planned to mark the fifth anniversary of 
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9/11 with an attack of similar scope and magnitude.  
 
And still fewer realize that the terrorists' true intentions in this plot were 
uncovered thanks to critical information obtained through the interrogation of 
the man who conceived it: Khalid Sheikh Mohammed. 
 
This is only one of the many attacks stopped with the help of the CIA interrogation 
program established by the Bush Administration in the wake of the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks. 
 
Editor's Note: For other foiled terrorist plots, see page 9 of Courting Disaster. 
 
In addition to helping break up these specific terrorist cells and plots, CIA 
questioning provided our intelligence community with an unparalleled body of 
information about al Qaeda 
Until  the program was temporarily suspended in 2006, intelligence officials say, 
well over half of the information our government  had about al Qaeda-how it 
operates, how it moves money, how  it communicates, how it recruits operatives, 
how it picks  targets, how it plans and carries out attacks-came from the  
interrogation of terrorists in CIA custody. 
 
Former CIA Director George Tenet has declared: "I know that this program 
has saved lives.  I know we've disrupted plots.  I know this program alone is worth 
more than what the FBI, the Central Intelligence Agency, and the National 
Security Agency put together have been able to tell us." 
 
Former CIA Director Mike Hayden has said:  "The facts of the case are that the use 
of these techniques against these terrorists made us safer.  It really did work." 
 
Even Barack Obama's Director of National Intelligence, Dennis Blair, 
has acknowledged:  "High-value information came from interrogations in which 
those methods were used and provided a deeper understanding of the al Qaeda 
organization that was attacking this country." 
 
Leon Panetta, Obama's CIA Director, has said:  "Important information was gathered 
from these detainees.  It provided information that was acted upon." 
 
And John Brennan, Obama's Homeland Security Advisor, when asked in an interview 
if enhanced-interrogation  techniques were necessary to keep  America safe, 
replied : "Would  the U.S. be handicapped if the CIA was not, in fact, able to  
carry out these types of detention and debriefing activities?  I would say yes." 
 
On Jan. 22, 2009, President Obama issued Executive Order 13491, closing 
the CIA program and directing that, henceforth, all interrogations by U.S 
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personnel must follow the techniques contained in the Army Field Manual.  
 
The morning of the announcement, Mike Hayden was still in his post as 
CIA Director, He called White House Counsel Greg Craig and told him  bluntly: 
 
"You didn't ask, but this is the CIA officially nonconcurring".  The president went 
ahead anyway, overruling the objections of the agency.  
 
A few months later, on April 16, 2009, President Obama ordered the release of 
four Justice Department memos that described in detail the techniques used to 
interrogate KSM and other high-value terrorists.   This time, not just Hayden (who 
was now retired) but five CIA  directors –including Obama's own director, Leon 
Panetta --  objected.  George Tenet called to urge against the memos' release.  So 
did Porter Goss.  So did John eutch. Hayden says:  "You had CIA directors in a 
continuous unbroken stream to 1995 calling saying, 'Don't do this.'"  
 
In addition to objections from the men who led the agency for a collective 14 
years, the President also heard objections from the agency's covert field 
operatives.  A few weeks earlier, Panetta had arranged for the eight top officials 
of the Clandestine Service to meet with the President. It was highly unusual for 
these clandestine officers to visit the Oval Office, and they used the opportunity 
to warn the President that releasing the memos would put agency operatives at 
risk.  The President reportedly listened respectfully-and then ignored their 
advice. 
 
With these actions, Barack Obama arguably did more damage to America's national 
security in his first 100 days of office than any President in American history. 
 
 
 
Submitted by Z-Man 

Our host 
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Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting 
VFW POST 4143 

December 18, 2010  
11:30 am 

 
Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue Heron 
Blvd, go east to Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on east side. 
Bike Parking is on south side of building. 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

P.O. Box 971073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 
 
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
 To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all 
motorcyclists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

CHECK YOUR 
EXPIRATION DATE 


