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DISCLAIMER 
This official publication of ABATE of 
Florida, Inc., Palm Beach Chapter accepts 
no responsibility for the comments, 
advertisers or opinions contained in this 
publication 

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 
This newsletter is the monthly publication of 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. Palm Beach Chapter 
Published monthly (12 times a year)  

Abate of Florida, Inc.  
Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 971073 

Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

 
DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES  

The submission deadline for all material intended for publication in 
this newsletter is the 25th of each month. 

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES 
You are encouraged to submit letters about abate related to events, articles, photographs, 

commentaries, etc. please do not submit Slanderous or accusing letters, profanity or nudity. Abate 
of florida, inc, will not accept any advertising that discriminates against any type of motorcyclist 
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ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

American Bikers Aiming Toward Education 

Please Contact 
Alison (RIO) 561-482-4346/Fax 561-883-2678 
E-MAILTO:  
NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM 
 
Strongbow - 561-302-0879  
or any member of the Board of Directors 
 
Mail your information and check to: 

 
ABATE of Florida  
Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 971073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 
 
You will be contacted ASAP 
 
Thank you for your support!   
     
Newsletter AD Rates: 
(Rates shown are for the entire period, 6.5% sales tax 
included). 
 
Ads should be print ready, acceptable ad formats are:  
.doc, .pdf, .jpg, .wpd 
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6 - Months $ 49.61  One Year   $ 89.29 
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Now that the primary elections are over I 
believe we will begin to see a reshaping in 
the state governments stance on where we 
are heading as a nation. It’s impossible to 
say who’s with us and who’s against us at 
this point because of the mud slingin’, 
back bitein’, finger pointin’, name callin’ 
and accusations that have been swirling 
like dust devils for that past few months. 
Damn, I thought the “Real Housewives of 
N.J.” was bad. After what we just 
witnessed during the campaign for state 
seats and the things that these candidates 
said about each other, none of them 
should have been elected they should 
have been barred from ever serving in 
public office again. But, hey when you 
think about it you can’t swing a dead cat 
without hittin’ a politician with a few 
skeletons in their closet. The sad thing is 
we’ve become so accustom to this crap we 
can only hope by picking one of the lesser 
of two evils it wont mean they haven’t been 
caught yet or just haven’t been in it long 
enough to get dirty.  
 
There have been some very interesting 
things happening in America, the call to 
“take back America” is resonating louder 
every day. The people are slowly 
awakening from their complacent comas to 
hear and see what this transformation of 
America really means and the change that 
was promised wasn’t exactly what it was 
supposed to be when it was presented back 
in 2008. Now we’re seeing those who have 
heard the call looking to the person 
standing next to them and realizing we must 

 
        
        
        
      
 
 
    
 
 
 

stand together as one. One people, 
one nation under one God with one 
constitution under one flag, 
“indivisible with liberty and justice 
for all”.   
 
Indivisible, that’s a powerful word, 
its very definition reflects such 
strength that it should be enough of 
a deterrent to those who wish to 
serve in any office, to think twice 
before they try to impose changes on 
the people of America without regard 
for what the people will accept as a 
change for the good of all and 
what’s good for America. We, as 
Americans need to remember “United 
we stand, divided we fall”. Recognize 
the truth and believe in it, these 
words are truth, there is only the 
truth that we can believe in. When 
you believe in what is right and true 
“We the people, the citizens of 
America will be united by the truth.   
 
As members of a grassroots, 
politically motivated organization, 
fighting for the rights and the good of 
all within the realm of our respective 
motorcycle communities, we need to 
set an example. An example of what 
people united by a cause and a 
common goal can accomplish when we 
come together with a purpose. I 
realize that because we are an 

President’s Message 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
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incredibly diverse organization with members from all walks of life, it may seem 
unlikely if not down right impossible that we ever get together on anything. 
Well, we are Americans and we’ll probably never get together 100% on 
anything but we get things done. It’s been said, “Americans always do the right 
thing, after they’ve tried everything else”. Surprisingly enough, we do get 
things done. 
 
At the N.C.O.M. convention in May, I had the privilege of meeting with “Seven” 
Pro Razorz Edge Riderz from the Philadelphia, South Jersey area and Sharon 
“Lady Ninja” Cancel from “Full Tilt Motor Sports” in Lafayette, Ga. after their 
presentations we were able to have a sit down and really speak face to face in 
regard to trying to working together in our respective geographical area’s. 
As it turned out, they said they were having the same problems in their effort 
to bring younger riders, regardless of what type of motorcycle they ride, 
together with those of us who have made it this far riding motorcycles, 
considering most have been riding twenty plus years maybe they could learn 
something. But at least they are beginning to organize; they’re getting tired of 
burying their Brothers and Sisters because of senseless, irrational and 
irresponsible actions.    
 
Working together, coming together to educate each other, sharing information 
and experiences, learning how we can stand on common ground i.e. motorcycle 
rights, safety and awareness. It’ll be up to us as to how they are received, it’s 
very possible that if we can establish a solid foundation and put all the 
negatives behind us on both sides this could be exactly where we need to be 
when it come to supporters on our agendas. I did receive an invitation to attend 
a Sport Bike Riders Convention scheduled for January in Tampa, I welcome 
anyone interested in attending to get with me to begin I regret the formulating a 
presentation to be given at the convention.   
 
Most people really don’t know what we do and it’s not a subject that comes up 
very often in general conversation but there are things that do happen to come 
up unfortunately, far more often when we hear of being stopped and ticketed 
when you were just passing through or have faced an unwarranted stop, those 
are great opportunities to introduce ABATE and what we do. fact that we’re 
usually the ones who are called upon after a serious accident or much worse a 
fatality to see what can be done, when maybe it was something that could have 
been avoided. 
 
 

President’s Message – Cont’d  
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Our next chapter meeting time has been changed to Saturday September 25th; I 
hope to see you there. I also want to invite any members of other riding 
associations, independents or clubs interested in just catching up on some of 
the things we are working on that we hope will benefit us all or as 
representatives to bring your organizations questions and concerns to the 
table. You’re always welcome in our house. 
 
God bless. 
 
Ride Free, Ride Safe 
 

Strongbow 
president@abatepalmbeach.com  
  

President’s Message – Cont’d  

REMINDER MEETING DATE CHANGE 
SEPTEMBER 25, 2010 & OCTOBER 

23, 2010 
SAME TIME 11:30 
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety 
Dedicated to  

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road" 
 

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law 
repealed in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's 

throughout the year. ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle 
rights & safety organization dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while 
remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' 

nationwide. 
 

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. 
We do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a 
member of a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or 
organization we welcome your support as a member. 

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE 
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists 
and welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all 
independents, regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.  

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW 
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose 
to ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide 
whether wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to 
protect your rights. 
 
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. 
Our Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators 
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use 
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education 
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to 
make our voice heard as motorcyclists.   

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD" 
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one 
of the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of 
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential 
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders 
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County. 
For more information contact:  
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346 
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AUGUST 2010 
 
Charles "Freeze" Housman 
Amy Jo "Pynky Jo" Moyer 
Roger "Wheels" Hansrote 
Mike Smith 

 
 SEPTEMBER 2010 

Richard "Seabreeze" Giambrone Art "Artmann" Ring 
Brian "Diesel" Mountain Glen "Chief" Gibbs 
Kimberly "Kim" Tucker Stephen Lassiter 
Mike "Tomcat" Thomas Lynn Ring 
Michael "Zim" Zimmer Ira Alderman 
Harm "No 7" Schutte Ricky Karls 

OCTOBER 2010 
J.F. Levi 
David "Dirty Dave" Mahon, Jr 
Robin Lee "Ohio" McDonald 
Frank "Frankie Fire" Baudo 
Lenny 'Uncle Fester" Hironimus 
Dennis "Pops" Moneypenny 
Ray "Trey" Mikkelsen, III 

Jim "Jimbo" Sherrow 
Christopher Sharp 
John "Lefty" Lefkowitz 
Darin "Rocker" Ruddock 
Leo "Roadkill" Pedraza 
John "L.B." Valiquette 
Kathleen Shaw 

Tammy "Duma" Peeples 
Theodore Louis Casey 
Andrew "Marti Party" Marti 
Rex "Brent" Karns 
Charles "CB" Barcellona 
 

Your membership expires the last day of your expiration month. To avoid 
cancellation of AD&D insurance, please renew your membership in a timely 

manner. Also be sure to notify us of any change of address to continue receiving 
your newsletter and Masterlink 

NOVEMBER 2010 
Bob "Loop" Leupp  Edwin "Eddie" Rodriguez 
Leo "Leo the Lion" Breault Ronald "Dutch" Siliakus 
Carlos "Amigo" Guerra Michael "Mikey Rags" Ragoni
Glenis "Warden" Lessard Leti Rodriguez 
Jamey "L.B.W." Valiquette Jarrod Hahn 
Sim "Phantom" Wright Linda "Blaze" Melesky 
Mark Lenson Pete "Harpoon Pete" Carroll 
Agostino Tullio David Pacheco 
John Liguori  
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Well with the continued hot and rainy weather less of us are riding now but 
hopefully things will improve soon. I'm hoping to see better riding weather soon! 
I also hope at that time to see more people making an effort to attend our 
functions and help spread our word. 

 
Well since this little VP's message I get to write is my own personal soap box. I'm 

going to stray from my usual directly motorcycle related issues. We are a grass roots political 
organization and this issue has an effect many of our members. 
 
Like many of you I own a home here in Palm Beach County. This week I received my Property Tax Notice 
from the county. What I saw has me outraged! 
 
A few years ago when the economy started to tank, the state tried to help us out by passing an 
additional $25,000 Homestead exemption. At that time Palm Beach County raised our taxes to 
compensate for lost revenue causing homeowners here to see little if any benefit from the additional 
Homestead exemption. 
   
Well now they've screwed us again! Most, if not all of us, have seen drastic drops in our property 
values. This years drop in property value on my home was about 20%. You'd think that we would be 
having our taxes drop accordingly. Not so! Instead they're going up! Thanks to our county 
commissioners. They've once again increased our taxes to compensate for the lost revenue.  
 
During these hard times with unemployment at such high levels, and while many of those who are 
employed are making less money due to job changes or salaries that aren't keeping up with increased 
costs of living, this is a slap in the face. A lot of people are hurting now and can just hang on. 
People have drastically cut back on their spending on anything but the necessities to get through 
these tough times. There are empty houses everywhere and that's not improving. It's past time that this 
county start biting the bullet as hard as it's residents. I know that the county budget is hurting too, 
but increasing our taxes is not the answer. It only makes the overall problem worse. Something needs 
to be done to stop this continual screwing we've been receiving. 
   
Until next month, ride safe and watch your ass!  
 
Nighthawk - Vice President ABATE Palm Beach  

Vice President’s Message 
 Dear Fellow ABATE Members, 
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F R O M  T H E  C A T C H  A L L  D E S K   
      
To:   PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS 
Date:   SEPTEMBER 2010  
A few reminders.... 
 
The next state meeting is spooks-n-scoots, the flyer is on the cover. For all 
our members that love to ride and are interested in what a state meeting is all 
about, this is one of the best state meetings and a lot of fun. The actual 
meeting is on October 2nd so plenty of time to make the heartland run on 
Sunday.   

 
I must apologize to all new and renewed members – Membership cards will be going out the week of 
Sept. 13th.  First there was a back order on the sleeves we use to laminate the cards and then I had 
some health issues that took me out of commission for a while, but rest assured, your membership is 
current with the state and there has been no interruption in your AD&D insurance.   
 

As all should be aware, we recently had primary 
elections and I think Dan’s article is very comprehensive 
to those that are biker friendly constituents and we need 
to make sure we get out and vote and make sure the right 
people get in position to help us further our legislative 
efforts for YOUR rights.  The Vice President’s message 
also has an important issue, though he thought it was off 
the beaten path, I actually think it brings to light again 
how important it is as motorcyclists to get out and vote.  
This is what we are all about.   
 
I know many of you will be going to the Peterson’s Keys 
run, be safe and what out for Dengue fever from 

mosquito’s.   There have been some reported cases in the Keys, and as always ride safe.  
 
We are just about at the height of hurricane season.  Remember we have a very active member in our 
chapter, Willie – Shanwil services, who does generator service. Look up his ad in the newsletter.  
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Legislative & delegate Report 
Dan “Sol Motion “ Henderson  

 
 
 

 
The primary elections are over and as we look through 
the smoke of battle, it seems motorcyclists have lost 
some allies.  And it has not been easy to find the 
results!  Dave Aronberg, ABATE member and the one 
who sponsored our Stiffer Penalties bills lost in his 
bid for the Democratic candidate for Attorney General.  
Bill McCollum lost in the Republican Governor primary, 

he had been a friend.  Here are some other results I’ve found.  The Sun-Sentinel 
and Miami Herald had good reports.  Please help with any news, opinions, or 
corrections to help all bikers to vote right.  Now that we are now to less 
candidates it is time to really find where they stand towards our issues. 
NOTE THESE ARE MY PERSONAL COMMENTS AND ARE NOT OPINION OF ABATE OF 
FLORIDA, INC NOR THE PALM BEACH CHAPTER.  MY VIEWS MAY CHANGE WITH 
FURTHER RESEARCH 
GOVERNOR.  This may be a lost cause for us.  Democrat Alex Sink was given an F 
in the NRA Freedom rating.  I feel Rick Scott may have less of a chance due to 
fact he has never had an elected office and I fear the primary mud slinging 
campaign will leave a bad taste for voters.  I hope he comes back with better 
ratings. 
ATTORNEY GENERAL  The negative campaigning and past history of Democrat Dan 
Gelber over our Friend David Aronberg makes Republican Pam Bondi a good 
candidate in my eyes.  NRA gives her an A Freedom rating. 
Agriculture Commissioner 
Putnam, Adam GOP vs. Maddox, Scott Dem 
Chief Financial Officer 
Atwater, Jeff GOP vs. Ausley, Loranne Dem 

U.S. SENATOR FLORIDA.  Independent Charlie Crist, Democrat Kendrick Meek, and 
Republican Marco Rubio. The three candidates have been positive to our issues in 
past but which will continue?   

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
District 16 – Incumbent Tom Rooney GOP vs Jim Horn Dem 
District 19 – Ted Deutch  Dem vs. Joe Budd GOP (former Goldwing owner) 
District 22 – Incumbent (D) Ron Klein will again be opposed by (GOP) Allan West 
who gave him a close run in 2008.  West is no stranger to bikers as he has a 
column in Wheels on the Road. 
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District 23 – Incumbent Alcee Hastings Dem vs. Bernard Sansaricq GOP 

FLORIDA SENATE 
District 25 – Dem Kelly Skidmore might be better than GOP primary winner lyn 
Bogdanoff  over Carl Domino (more biker friendly).  Bogdanoff  lost some favor 
with her non-commitment to cell phone bills. 
District 27 - Kevin Rader won Dem primary.  The Republican primary was so close 
- Lizbeth  Benacquisto 12,136 to Sharon Merchant 11,244 (reported as non-
supporter of ABATE). 
District 28 – Incumbent Joe Negron GOP 
District 30 - Maria Sachs Dem appears to be only candidate for this vacant 
position.  She appears to be very supportive of ABATE. 

State: Florida House of Representatives Palm Beach County Races 
District 78 – Steve M. Perman D appears to be unopposed   
District 81 – Incumbent Adam Fetterman (d) is opposed by ABATE supporter Gayle 
Harrell (Rep)  
District 82 – Incumbent William Snyder GOP 
District 83 – Patrick J. Rooney Jr. won the Republican primary. Democrat 
candidate is Mark Maricano.   
District 84 – Incumbent Mackenson “Mack” Bernard (D) vs. Albert Key (GOP) 
District 85 -  Incumbent Joseph Abruzzo (D) vs Republican primary winner Tami L 
Donnally 
District 86 –Lori Berman won the Democrat primary.  No Republican candidate? 
District 87 – Bill Hager (Rep) vs. Hava Holzhauer (D) 
District 88 – Incumbent Mark Pafford won the Democratic primary. 
District 89 – Democratic primary won by Jeff Clemens over Peter Brandenburg 
(husband of Mary former Representative) vs. Steven Rosenblum GOP 
District 90 – Primary winners: Alison Rampersad (GOP) vs. Irving Slosberg (D) 
District 91 – Republican primary (George Moraitis 48%, David Maymon46 %) was 
so close no winner has been announced to oppose Democrat Barbra Stern. 
District 92 – Incumbent (D) Gwyn Clarke-Reed won primary. 
Judges 

From Palm Beach Post Susan Spencer-Wendel Posted: 
7:00 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 25, 2010 
Lisa Small won the four-way race in the primary outright - a rarity in judicial 
elections - by clinching the Group 33 judicial seat with 55 percent of the vote 
on her 44th birthday. 

"I am really humbled and inspired by the belief the citizens of Palm Beach County 
had in me," Small said. "It inspires me to do my very best on the court." 

Small, who will be sworn in as a circuit judge on the first Tuesday of 2011, 
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said she has no preference as to which judicial division she would like to be 
assigned to. 

Among the duties of circuit judges are resolving civil lawsuits seeking more 
than $15,000 and serious felony criminal cases. 

The second judicial race for a county court judgeship, also with four 
candidates, did not have a decisive conclusion. The two top vote getters - 
Assistant Attorney General Marni Bryson and commercial litigator Laurie 
Stilwell Cohen - will now proceed to the Nov. 2 general election. Bryson and 
Cohen ended up neck-and-neck, each garnering about about 30 percent of the 
vote. 

County judges hear misdemeanor cases and civil lawsuits under $15,000. 

susan_spencer_wendel@pbpost.com 
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Improving Roadway Safety for Motorcycle Riders 

Motorcycle safety is a concern to all road users. Motorcyclists often are forced to 
use more of the travel lane or even swerve unpredictably in order to avoid hazards, 
increasing their chance of crashing. 

A step in decreasing the ever increasing motorcycle crash rates and resulting injuries 
and fatalities is to design, construct and maintain roads to reduce hazards and increase 
safety for these vulnerable road users. Below are some tips to improve roadway safety 
for motorcycles. 

Road Geometry, Signs and Markings  • Design with motorcycle maneuvering in mind. 
Curves are the leading location for motorcycle crashes. Half of motorcycle fatalities 
are related to road curves. When possible, design roads with fewer curves. 

• Use additional signs and markings. If other vehicles are involved in the crash, drivers 
report not seeing the motorcyclist in time to take corrective action. The use of signs 
and pavement markings can provide a clearer, more consistent message to warn 
motorcyclists of curves and other unexpected road geometry. 

• Consider installing motorcyclist hazard warning signs. Signage targeted toward 
motorcyclists can warn of conditions that are especially hazardous for riders. 
Examples include uneven pavement surfaces and rumble strips.  

• Install Safety Edges. Untapered vertical shoulder drop-offs are even more 
dangerous for motorcycles than for other vehicles. Adopting a standard contract 
specification requiring a 30-35° angle asphalt wedge along each side of the roadway in 
all construction and resurfacing projects is a simple and cost-effective way to improve 
pavement edge safety. For more on the Safety Edge, visit 
safety.fhwa.dot.gov/roadway_dept/pavement/safedge/fhwasa09023/ 

Guardrails and Cable Barriers  • Place guardrail and cable barriers as far from travel 
way as practical. Guardrails and cable barriers prevent vehicles from crossing medians 
and going into oncoming traffic. However, they are unsafe for motorcycles. Nearly 
half of all motorcycle guardrail collisions result in fatalities. 

Visibility and Sight Distance    • Increase sight distance and stopping sight distance 
(SSD), whenever possible, to improve safety. Motorcycles are less visible to most 
motorists due to their size. Sight distance is the length of roadway that a driver can 
see ahead. SSD is the minimum sight distance required to stop a vehicle on wet pavement 
after seeing an object without hitting it. Distances are set by American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO ). Engineers use SSD to determine 
the minimum length of vertical curves and minimum radii of horizontal curves. SSD is 
meant for cars but not for other vehicles, including motorcycles. 
 Visit baystateroads.eot.state.ma.us/technotes/35_stopping_sight_distance.pdf for more 
information on SSD as well as refer to AASHTO ’s publication, A Policy on Geometric 
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Design of Highways and Streets 

• Ensure visibility of signs and roadway markings. Keep in mind that many motorcycles 
only have one head lamp for illumination. Apply retroreflective material to guardrails, 
cable barrier posts and other potential obstructions to increase visibility at night. 

Skid-Resistant Surfaces  • Examine pavement for skid resistance during road maintenance. 
Older pavements often lose skid resistance quality. Grind, overlay, or apply a surface 
treatment to increase skid resistance and specify pavement surfaces with adequate 
pavement friction. 

• Examine the friction characteristics of asphalt sealants, roadway markings, 
intersection markings, and metal road surface apparatus. Thermoplastics, especially 
used for broad, horizontal intersection lines, can create slippery surfaces for 
motorcycles trying to stop at intersections. Metal road surface components—either 
temporary or permanent— offer limited traction in many cases, and, when wet, are 
difficult to see. 

Work Zones   Work zones are especially dangerous for motorcyclists. 

• Post specific warnings for motorcycles. Place warning signs for grooved pavement, 
uneven pavement such as from milling operations, bumps, potholes, edge drop-offs, and 
other hazards. Edge traps prevent a motorcycle’s front wheel from moving side-to-side. 
Even a small edge trap may result in a crash. 

• Use steel construction plates of an adequate size and with a skid resistant surface. 
Plates can be slippery when wet. Recess plates to avoid creating an edge trap. 

• Use weighted work zone devices to prevent them from being blown into the travel 
lane. Many signs, cones, and barrels have a heavy rubber ring on the bottom. Use a 
second weighted ring in dangerous locations. 

• Check work zones regularly to ensure correct placement of safety devices and that 
the zone is free of debris in the travel way. 
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Pavement Maintenance    • Remove debris and fluid spills quickly and thoroughly. Tires, 
vehicle parts, accumulated vegetation, other debris and fluid spills become hazards. 
Sand along coastal roads poses greater hazards to motorcycles than to larger 
vehicles. Debris can deflect a motorcycle’s wheel or hit the motorcyclist. Fluid spills 
and loose materials can easily cause loss of traction. Loose materials are also common 
with certain types of treatments such as seal coating where liquid asphalt is applied 
over pavement and gravel is spread over liquid asphalt. 

• Reduce uneven road surfaces. Parallel paving lane joints, parallel grids on bridges, 
steel plates, milled surfaces and other uneven roadway surfaces can be especially 
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hazardous for motorcycles. 

• Milling machines produce a coarse surface with longitudinal grooves. The course 
material may cause a motorcycle to lose traction. Grooves can create an edge trap. 
Edge traps often occur during paving operations. Current highway standards permit 
pavement edges of up to 1.5 inches without tapering. 

• Patch potholes promptly. Potholes are more dangerous to motorcycles than to 
larger vehicles.  

• Always post warning signs and repair potholes as soon as possible. 

Installing an effective drainage system and crack seal can help prevent potholes. 

• Require tidy crack repairs. A motorcycle’s traction can be seriously compromised by 
“tar snakes”, excess asphalt or other sealants used for crack repair. Crack sealing is 
an effective pavement treatment however, it becomes slick during warm weather. 

Assess Motorcycle Safety  • Use Road Safety Audits to assess safety. Visit 
t2ctt.ce.ufl.edu for a list of Road Safety Audit courses or call David Page at 
352.273.1685. 

• Obtain motorcycle crash data. Use crash reports to decide which areas need 
improvements. Make a list of improvement needs, prioritize the list, and take action. 

Article adapted with permission from KUTC Newsletter Winter 2009, 
“Are your roads “easy riding” for motorcycles?”, UNH T² Center, Road  
Business, Spring 2007, Vol. 22, No. 1 “Design Guidelines for Motorcycle Safety”, and 2007 FHWA Brochure, Roadway Safety 
for Motorcycles. 

 

R E M E M B E R  M E E T I N G  C H A N G E  
SEPTEMBER 25,2010  & OCTOBER 23, 2010 

$5.00 TICKETS FOR THE ABATE H-D DYNA AVAILABLE. 
+ 

50/50 DRAWING 
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NCOM NEWS BYTES 
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

 
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 

 

LOUD BIKES LOSE RIGHTS Municipalities from coast to coast are giving motorcycles the 
silent treatment, and riders rights groups and industry analysts fear that a wave of 
ordinances aimed at muffling noisy bikes will create a confusing patchwork of laws 
nationwide and could turn frustrated riders away from the $12 billion motorcycle 
marketplace. 
  
Laws restricting motorcycle noise have been around for years and come in many forms; 
some are against certain types of products such as a New York City ordinance that subjects 
riders to a minimum $400 ticket for having an exhaust system that can be heard within 200 
feet, while others are aimed more at the intent of the operator such as a Lancaster, Penn., 
ordinance that makes it illegal for riders to over-rev their engines. 
  
In Denver, which passed a unique muffler law three years ago that requires EPA labeling to 
be displayed on pipes to prevent bikers from installing louder after-market exhausts, Aid to 
Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) attorney Wade Eldridge was recently quoted in a local CBS-4 
story investigating the controversial attempt to reduce noise emissions. 
  

Eldridge, who specializes in representing 
motorcycle riders in accident and insurance 
law cases and who is a rider himself, was 
quoted in the July 23rd interview as saying: 
“I think it (the Denver loud noise law) was 
something the city council passed that they 
knew was unenforceable,” and suggested 
that to fight back “those who receive tickets 
should demand trials.” 
  
Though rarely enforced since Eldridge won 
a key case against the Denver noise 
ordinance, with only 46 tickets handed out 
to date, police in Golden citing state law 
have issued 81 noise violations in the last 6 
months.  The city is using a Colorado state 
statute, C.R.S. 42-4-225 that requires that 
vehicles be equipped with an “adequate” 
muffler, and outlaws any “excessive or 
unusual” noise. According to Eldridge, "the 
law lends itself to arbitrary and 
discriminatory enforcement -- the police can 
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stop you for whatever reason." 
  
“The powers that be in the City of Golden have 
apparently made a political decision that they 
don’t want us in their city,” observed Eldridge, 
adding that; “The police department will 
continue stopping us, and writing these tickets, 
until enough people PLEAD NOT GUILTY AND 
INSIST ON A TRIAL… when the court is 
backlogged with these cases, we will see some 
official pressure to stop them.” 
  
In the meantime, further information on 
fighting such tickets can be found on the 
website of the Colorado Confederation of 
Clubs (www.colorado-coc.com), of which 
Eldridge serves as legal counsel. 
  
MINNESOTA CLAIMS VICTORY FOR CUSTOM 
MOTORCYCLE BUILDERS The state patrol in 
Minnesota, like many other police agencies, use
license plate scanners in their patrol cars 
that can read up to 1,000 plates per minute, 
but they are unable to read the vertical 
plates on some custom motorcycles.  “It didn’t 
take too much to sneak a new law through and 
after the 2008 session vertical plates were 
illegal,” said Todd Riba, ABATE of MN 
Legislative Director, “but not for long.” 
  
ABATE of Minnesota’s lobbying team and State 
Coordinator started to work on the problem, 
and State Senators Amy Koch and Ray 
Vandeveer stepped forward to carry their 
bill. 
  
The state patrol didn’t want to give up its 
ability to read motorcycle plates, but ABATE 
didn’t want the custom bike folks to lose the 
right to trick out their rides. It took a lot of 
creative thinking to come up with a solution, 
but in the end that’s what happened. The bill 
passed and the Governor signed it into law, 
becoming effective August 1st. 
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Here is how it works: the DVS will offer vertical reading license plates. You will be 
able to mount these plates in vertical license plate brackets and law enforcement’s 
scanners will still be able to read them. The plates can be ordered just like vanity 
plates and riders will have to pay an extra fee, but these new vertical reading plates 
should keep you out of trouble and if you sell the bike you can keep the plate for 
your next custom ride. 
  
HABITUAL OFFENDER HELD WITHOUT BAIL IN CYCLIST’S DEATH A Westerly, Rhode Island 
woman has been ordered held without bail on charges that she struck and killed a 
motorcyclist with her car. Laura Reale, 27, did not enter a plea at a July 22nd 
arraignment in Washington County Superior Court on an indictment of driving to 
endanger, death resulting. 
  
According to an NBC 10 news report, a judge ordered her held without bail after a 
prosecutor said Reale had been hiding marijuana use by submitting another person's 
urine samples. She will be held until her lawyer can find her a drug treatment 
program. 
  
Reale is accused of running a red light in Westerly on May 16 and crashing into a 
motorcycle driven by 27-year-old Colin B. Foote. Reale has a history of violations, with 
27 moving-vehicle violations on record. 
  
Foote's death led to a new state law aimed at preventing habitual traffic offenders from 
driving. 
  
KEYSTONE MOTORCYCLE SAFETY CAMPAIGN The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
has announced a free online program celebrating the freedom of motorcycling called 
the “Live Free Ride Alive” program. "The campaign reminds riders to take it easy out 
there and accept personal responsibility for their actions,” said a PennDOT 
spokesperson. “It addresses issues of drinking and riding, speeding, and being properly 
trained and licensed to operate a motorcycle." 
  
Pennsylvania riders can enhance their operating skills and safety awareness by taking 
free training offered through Pennsylvania's Motorcycle Safety Program. The live 
courses are free to Pennsylvania residents and are held from March through October 
at approximately 70 sites across the state. Motorcycle permit holders who 
successfully complete the course will be issued a motorcycle license. 
  
NEW JERSEY LAWMAKERS INTRODUCE FEDERAL GANG LEGISLATION According to 
information recently circulated by ABATE of the Garden State, New Jersey 
congressional representatives are pushing new federal legislation to deter gang 
activity. 
  
In early August, U.S. Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) introduced one bill in the U.S. 
Senate while Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th Dist.) introduced a version in the House of 
Representatives. 
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The legislation claims to address “criminal 
street gang problems” from several angles. 
  
It would fund billions of dollars in 
programs for at-risk youth, including $5.5 
billion in grants for state and federal 
programs. Menendez and Pallone also want 
$3.5 billion in grants over five years for 
police departments to fight gangs. 
  
The legislation would also create or 
increase federal penalties for gang 
activities. For example, engaging in a "pattern 
of criminal gang activity" - meaning committing 
two or more crimes related to gang 
membership - could send someone to prison 
for up to 30 years. 
  
AGING ROAD WARRIORS AT HIGHER RISK 
Continuing to ride a motorcycle may keep 
some senior citizens young at heart, but as 
the riding population grows older they are 
more likely to be injured or die as a result 
of a mishap when compared to their younger 
counterparts due to factors associated with 
aging. 
  
Researchers at Rochester University Medical 
Centre in New York released findings earlier 
this spring indicating that half of all 
motorcyclists needing emergency treatment 
in 2005 were over 40, double the number in 
1993, and accidents involving riders in that 
age group were twice as likely to be fatal as 
those involving younger bikers. 
  
Of all injured riders included in the study, 
those aged 50 to 59 were the fastest-
growing group, while those between 20 and 
29 were the most rapidly declining group. 
  
Age-related changes, such as decreases in 
bone strength and brain size, may make older 
riders more susceptible to injury. Other 
factors associated with aging, such as 
impaired vision, delayed reaction time, and 

altered balance contribute to motorcycle 
crashes in this population. 
  
In the study, which was published in the 
March issue of the American Surgeon, 
researchers using the National Trauma 
Databank reviewed the records of 61,689 
motorcyclists aged 17 to 89 years involved 
in a motorcycle crash between 1996 and 
2005. 
  
The average age of motorcyclists involved in 
crashes steadily increased over the study 
period, which is consistent with published 
statistics from the Motorcycle Industry 
Council which report that the average age 
of motorcycle ownership rose from 33 
years in 1998 to 40 years in 2003. 
  
WEIRD NEWS: PYRAMID POWER USED TO STOP 
TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS Since the days of ancient 
Egypt, pyramids have been credited with 
supernatural or paranormal properties, and 
now their putative powers are being 
harnessed by Indian police to reduce road 
accidents. 
  
After meeting with an expert in Vastu, an 
ancient Hindu system of construction similar 
to Chinese Feng Shui, traffic officers in 
Nagpur are strategically installing small 
pyramids at accident-prone sites in the city in 
hopes their claimed positive energy can stop 
deadly crashes. 
  
Vastu expert Sushil Fatehpuria, who offered 
his services free of charge, said that each 
30 centimetre tall pyramid will have a 
copper bottom and five smaller pyramids 
inside. "I think the accidents are caused by 
negative energies. So we need to minimize or 
convert the negative energy into positive 
ones," he said. "I will energize the pyramids. I 
will transfer my positive thoughts into the 
pyramids." 
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And that's all the News that fits! 

A combination of an increase in drivers, many 
of them untrained, poor road planning and 
lax law enforcement have made India's roads 
the most dangerous in the world, with more 
than 114,000 fatalities each year. Good 
Luck! 
  
EDUCATION CYCLES The United States has 
donated 115 motorcycles worth $524,398 
to an African educational center that 
coordinates tutors in the Uganda cities of 
Lango, Acholi and Teso. 
  
The motorcycles were handed over by the 
U.S. Agency for International Development 
to Uganda team leader, Elise Ayers, at 
Asuret Core Primary Teachers College in 
Soroti in May. Ayers said the motorcycles 
would enable the tutors make a minimum of 
three visits to each school in a term to 
mentor and provide professional support to 
teachers. 

INDONESIAN CAPITAL LIMITS MOTORCYCLE 
TRAFFIC City officials in Jakarta are mulling 
over schemes to limit the number of 
motorcycles allowed in certain areas 
during peak hours to help unsnarl the 
city’s acute traffic jams. The Indonesian 
Motorcycle Industry Association estimates 
there are about 35 million motorcycles in 
usable condition in the country, and in the 
capital city of 8.5 million people there are 
nearly one motorcycle for every person 
and growing by nearly a thousand new bikes 
every day. 
This extraordinarily high number of 
motorcycles has exacerbated the city's 
already awful traffic, especially during 
rush hour, and plans are in place to begin 
banning bikes from a number of main 
thoroughfares in this mostly Muslim nation 
after the holy holiday of Ramadan, 
requiring riders to continue their journeys 
by public transportation. 
  
Motorcycle numbers have been increasing 
for six years throughout the country, 
driven by affluence and affordable credit 
schemes. Today, a new motorcycle can be 
purchased with an initial down payment of 
Rp 500,000 (US$50). 
  
QUOTABLE QUOTE: "Necessity is the plea for 
every abridgment of human freedom. It is 
the argument of tyrants, the creed of 
slaves." 
William Pitt (1759-1806), Prime Minister of 
England 
 



   

 

 
 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting 
VFW POST 4143 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2010  
11:30 am 

 
Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue Heron 
Blvd, go east to Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on east side. 
Bike Parking is on south side of building. 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

P.O. Box 9717073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 
 
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
 To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all 
motorcyclists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 


