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TREASURER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM 

SGT-AT-ARMS – PETE “HARPOON PETE” CARROLL 
561-471-7546 
ASST. SGT-AT-ARMS - 
MICHAEL “ZIM” ZIMMER-561-718-6057 

MEMBERSHIP - ALISON “RIO” LEITI  
561-482-4346 
MEMBERSHIP@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM 

STATE REP - DAN “SLO  MOTION “ HENDERSON 
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BUDD “STRONGBOW” AUBRY 
561-302-0879 
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NEWSLETTER –DAVID PACHECO  
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NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM 

SAFETY DIRECTOR - Tammy “Duma” Peeples 
SAFETY@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM 

LEGAL COUNSEL - JON “WADE” LIPPARD  
561-665-0930 
LEGAL@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM 

PRODUCTS – VIVIAN PACHECO - 561-262-7922  WEBMASTER - DAN HENDERSON 
561-702-9929 
WEBMASTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

DISCLAIMER 
This official publication of ABATE of 
Florida, Inc., Palm Beach Chapter accepts 
no responsibility for the comments, 
advertisers or opinions contained in this 
publication 

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 
This newsletter is the monthly publication of 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. Palm Beach Chapter 
Published monthly (12 times a year)  

Abate of Florida, Inc.  
Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 971073 

Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 
The submission deadline for all material intended for publication in 
this newsletter is the 25th of each month. 

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES 
You are encouraged to submit letters about abate related to events, articles, photographs, 

commentaries, etc. please do not submit Slanderous or accusing letters, profanity or nudity. Abate 
of florida, inc, will not accept any advertising that discriminates against any type of motorcyclist 

DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES  
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ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

American Bikers Aiming Toward Education 

Please Contact 
David  561-644-7503/Fax 561-883-2678 
E-MAILTO:  
NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM 
 
Strongbow - 561-302-0879  
or any member of the Board of Directors 
 
Mail your information and check to: 

 
ABATE of Florida  
Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 971073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 
 
You will be contacted ASAP 
 
Thank you for your support!   
     
Newsletter AD Rates: 
(Rates shown are for the entire period, 6.5% sales tax 
included). 
 
Ads should be print ready, acceptable ad formats are:  
.doc, .pdf, .jpg, .wpd 

BUSINESS CARD 
 
1 – Month  $ 12.72  3 - Months $ 26.71 
 
6 - Months $ 49.61  One Year   $ 89.29 

 

CONTACT 
 
SIZE AND DURATION 
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ADDRESS 
 
PHONE NUMBER 
 
E-MAIL 
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3 - Months  $ 50.88 
 
6 - Months    $ 92.86 
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1 - Month $ 50.88 
 
3 - Months  $125.93 
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We’re half way through the hottest 
summer I can remember in 30 years. And, 
the worst of heat and humidity is yet to 
come. I saw a car dealership cash in on it 
running an add for “Hot Deals” by baking 
cookies on a cookie sheet left on the 
dashboard of one of their used cars. I 
can’t even imagine the humidity and air 
temperature up in central and north 
central Florida right now. We were in 
Deland last month for leadership seminars 
and it was killer hot then. I noticed that 
despite the heat, humidity and bugs, there 
were still a lot of bikes out on the road. 
These folks do some serious ridin’ up 
there. Some rode from east of Putnum 
County and some from the Gulf Coast for 
the weekend. The seminars were great, you 
always come away with something by 
attending the various meetings. I was 
pleased and proud to learn the state 
Board adopted some of RIO’s idea’s and 
methods regarding Treasury reporting and 
conducting the safety courses. Speaking 
of which we all, that is the eleven of us 
that attended became certified as safety 
instructors. We were the largest group in 
attendance.  
 
Getting involved and participating in the 
various aspects and function of the 
chapter is the key to it’s success. We all 
learn something when working together, 
new ideas keep the wheels turning and 
moving forward toward our goals and 
those of ABATE of Florida, Inc. There 

      
      
      
       
 
 
    
 
 
 

seems to be a renewed sense of 
understanding between the chapters 
and the State Board. I believe this 
year will be a turning point for 
ABATE in Florida, there seems to be 
a common thread being woven within 
most chapters in doing things 
together and working on similar 
programs in different regions of 
the state. I think it’s become clear 
that what works in one area doesn’t 
necessarily work in others. We had 
two members of the State Board of 
Trustee’s attended the last two 
S.F.L.C.O.C. meetings which I believe 
served as an eye opener as to how 
different our environment is in 
comparison to other areas of the 
state. One size does not fit all. 
There needs to be more 
consideration given to ideas and 
changes that are needed by 
individual chapters in order to 
progress, to understand how we all 
can contribute to the overall 
operation and success of ABATE’s 
mission.  
 
One thing that I have noticed and 

President’s Message 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
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other folks I have talked with have also mentioned is there seems to have been 
a decline in participation for many of the events that have been scheduled 
throughout the year by the South Florida Presidents Council and other 
organizations in Palm Beach to a lesser extent in Broward County where there 
is a higher concentration and diversity of riders but it still exists. I can 
remember a few years ago when there were places where on any given Saturday 
or Sunday there would be large groups of us that would gather to share an 
afternoon of friendship and Brotherhood. There was a sense of belonging, a 
feeling of sharing common experiences and generally being a part of an 
extended family because we was and that was just one of those things that set 
us apart from the masses. I hope we never loose that.  
 
Despite our commonalities each club, association or group of riders that have 
bonded under one patch have very different needs and concerns. I think it’s 
important that those ideas and concerns are expressed. I would like to invite 
every club and riding association to have delegates attending our monthly 
meetings. In case there was any question, our meetings are open to everyone, 
we need to hear from all aspects of the motorcycle community in order to do 
what is in the best interest of all motorcyclists, in order to serve the 
motorcycle community in our roll protecting and preserving the rights of all 
motorcyclists regardless of what you ride or your personal affiliation with 
whatever organization you have chosen, we want to hear from you. 
 
The decline in participation isn’t just limited to attendance at events though, 
there seems to be an alien factor looming in the background that no one I’ve 
talked to can really explain or identify. It’s as if something strange is going on 
within the motorcycle community that’s affecting everyone. Granted the 
weather has been a factor with heat indexes over 100 degrees but at least it’s 
been relatively dry for summer in South Florida. It just seems like there aren’t 
as many people, ole’ Salts or new riders showing up at runs and events. 
Something kind of emerged over the past couple years that I heard in talking 
with people is that there seems to be something of a county divide. I’ve noticed 
riders from Palm Bch. are less likely to ride down to Broward then they used 
to and fewer of riders are riding up to Palm Bch. from Broward. It used to be 
if there was an event or a party going on it didn’t matter where it was you’d 
have a couple hundred people show up.  

President’s Message – Cont’d  
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Maybe it’s just a sign of the times or maybe we ought to try doing something 
different, maybe getting back to doing some of the things bikers used to do, 
the biggest problem is it just keeps getting harder to find someone with some 
private land to accommodate a weekend outing where folks could camp or just 
ride in for the day, run some bike games, contests you know, kind of  weekend 
“Ride In”. I’m just thinking out loud I guess but it could be fun.  
 
I hope to see you at our next meeting August 21st at 11:30 AM our meetings 
are held at the V.F.W. Post 4143, 2404 Broadway Riviera Bch. 561-844-
5718. 
 
Ride Free, Ride Safe 
 
 
 

Strongbow 
president@abatepalmbeach.com  
  
 
 
 

President’s Message – Cont’d  

R E M I N D E R  M E E T I N G  D A T E  C H A N G E S
SEPTEMBER 25, 2010 

OCTOBER 25, 2010 
As Americans we have the right and duty to protect and know our Constitution. You can sign the 
constitutional pledge agreeing to read or that you have read The Constitution at: 
http://www.americaaloud.com 
 
Constitutional Pledge  
I, as one of we, the people of the United states, Affirm that I have read or will read 
our U.S. Constitution and pledge to maintain and promote its standard of liberty for 
myself and for my posterity, and do hereby attest to that by my signature.  
 
_________________________ 
Pledger  
 
George Washington, witness 
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety 
Dedicated to  

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road" 
 

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law 
repealed in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's 

throughout the year. ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle 
rights & safety organization dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while 
remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' 

nationwide. 
 

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. 
We do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a 
member of a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or 
organization we welcome your support as a member. 

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE 
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists 
and welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all 
independents, regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.  

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW 
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose 
to ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide 
whether wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to 
protect your rights. 
 
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. 
Our Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators 
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use 
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education 
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to 
make our voice heard as motorcyclists.   

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD" 
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one 
of the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of 
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential 
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders 
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County. 
For more information contact:  
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346 
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JULY 2010 
 
Kathy Olsey 
Anthony "Trotter" Ranalli, Jr
Tim "T.A." Ralph 
Robert “Torch” Lyle 
Fernando Orsini 
Lonnie "LL/Speed" Loff 
 
 

AUGUST 2010 
 
Mike Smith 
Barry Duralia 
Charles "Freeze" Housman 
Jack "Rabbit" Dodson 
Robert "RT" Watkins 
Amy Jo "Pynky Jo" Moyer 
Roger "Wheels" Hansrote 

SEPTEMBER 2010 
 
Mike "Tomcat" Thomas 
Michael "Zim" Zimmer 
Stephen Lassiter 
Glen "Chief" Gibbs 
Brian "Diesel" Mountain 
Art "Artmann" Ring 
Lynn Ring  
Ira Alderman 
Richard "Seabreeze" Giambrone 
Harm "No 7" Schutte 
Ricky Karls 
Kimberly "Kim" Tucker 

Your membership expires the last day of your expiration month. To avoid cancellation of AD&D insurance, 
please renew your membership in a timely manner. Also be sure to notify us of any change of address to 

continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink 

OCTOBER 2010 
 
J.F. Levi 
David "Dirty Dave" Mahon, Jr 
Jim "Jimbo" Sherrow 
Christopher Sharp 
Lenny 'Uncle Fester" Hironimus 
Robin Lee "Ohio" McDonald 
Frank "Frankie Fire" Baudo 
Ray "Trey" Mikkelsen, III 
John "Lefty" Lefkowitz 

 
Darin "Rocker" Ruddock 
Leo "Roadkill" Pedraza 
John "L.B." Valiquette 
Kathleen Shaw 
Tammy "Duma" Peeples 
Theodore Louis Casey 
Andrew "Marti Party" Marti 
Rex "Brent" Karns 
Charles "CB" Barcellona

REMINDER MEETING DATE CHANGES
 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2010 
 

OCTOBER 25, 2010 
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For all of you that somehow aren't aware, we lost a member last 
month. Sailor (Mike McDonald) passed away from a massive heart 

attack at age 55. His death happened suddenly and was unexpected. The unexpected 
loss of someone who is still reasonably young is always tragic. I can't say I knew 
him very well. I had seen him at some of the meetings over the last few years and 
had a few brief conversations with him. He was also a member of the American 
Legion Riders Post 268. His wife Ohio is also a member of our chapter. My deepest 
sympathy goes out to her. 
 
On July 24th there was a memorial celebration of life for his passing. The time 
when people get the chance to pay their respects for him and his surviving loved 
ones. On that day Strongbow was scheduled for surgery and could not attend. I 
was asked by Strongbow to lead the chapter ride to this event. The word went out 
through email and through the text system we have. We had 9 members show up, 
not including our ALR members. That was an EMBARASSMENT! 
 
Our chapter has over 250 members and that's all that showed! We should be 
ashamed of ourselves as a chapter. THIS WAS ONE OF OUR OWN! I realize that every 
weekend here, there are events going on. We're always trying to get people 
together to ride to these in order to show our support to the groups that 
support us. I also realize we're not a club. In some clubs it is mandatory to attend 
if you live within 500 miles! But even though, we do share a brotherhood, or so I'd 
like to believe! I hope that it's a long time before we have to mourn the loss of one 
of our own. I also hope this gives a little food for thought for the next time. 
 
For the few that did show, I'd like to personally Thank You! Some of you knew 
Sailor as well as I did, some more. Irregardless, you were the ones who had the 
decency to care enough for one of ours. To me, all those who showed and didn't 
show, said something about their character.  
 
Our purpose as members of ABATE is to promote biker rights, biker safety and 
awareness. It takes time and participation to make that work. Not just wearing a 
patch. We need to be out there and visible to the community. How do you think we 
looked to the MC's and other motorcycle groups that showed? How can we be 
trusted to watch out for their rights as bikers when we can't even attend our own 

Vice President’s Message 

Dear Fellow ABATE Members, 
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fallen brothers funeral? If you’re a 
member, it's time to start stepping up to 
the plate.  
 
 
Nighthawk 
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach  
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I had wanted to get out to meet our representatives during  
 
 
my last week off of summer but not sure if was the special Gulf 
sessions or what, I couldn’t find anyone at office.  So I will have 
to try again later.  Now our biggest concern is the upcoming 
elections – primary elections will be held on Tuesday August 
24th.  Many areas will also have early voting at selected sites in 
the community so please check to see if your area offers early 

voting.  So we need to gather info on the candidates.   I’ve found 
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/elections another site about the candidates.  Let 
me know of any info you hear or get.  The State ABATE has been sending out some 
interviews, I will be putting them on our website.  Look for the Attorney General story 
now.  With all the mudslinging ads even for the primary I hope they get us same opinion 
soon. 
 
From “Scribe” ABATE State Legislative Rep: 
This is from the News Service Florida regarding a very important race all of us at 
ABATE are watching very closely. “Other top fundraisers for the quarter include 
former House member Perry McGriff, D-Gainesville, who has raised $127,625 since 
launching his Senate campaign in May.  McGriff is challenging incumbent Sen. Steve 
Oelrich, R-Gainesville, who raised only $8,100 for the reporting period but has 
collected nearly $210,000 so far in what is expected to be a hard-fought contest 
for a swing seat.  
 
"I'm very proud of the outpouring of support from the community that helped us reach 
this goal,” McGriff said in a statement. “My contributors represent a broad cross 
section of people, all of whom are committed to our campaign and getting Florida back 
on the right track." 
 
Remember Sen. Steve Oelrich was the person who killed our "Stiffer Penalties" Bill 
this past session. 

Legislative & Delegate Report 
Dan” Slo Motion” Henderson 
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F R O M  T H E  C A T C H  A L L  D E S K   
      
To:   PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS 
Date:  AUGUST 2010  
A few reminders.... 
 
I must apologize for the non-production of the newsletter in 
July. As I had been mentioning, my personal job was changing and 
there just was not enough time in a day to do myself or train the 
new newsletter editor, whom as you are aware is David Pacheco.  
He still is training and learning, but I think he has a good grasp 

on what is involved in producing the newsletter each month.  I will be working along with 
him and I am sure we will see some new and creative things from him.   
 
I know it might be a little late, but I need to 
send out a big thank you to all that helped with 
the admission table, 50/50 sales etc. at our 
event in June.  We had some old faces and new 
faces, and it was great to see everyone pitching 
in wherever a hand was needed. For those that 
attended the July meeting, you know it was a 
successful event for the chapter and all ran 
very smoothly with the old board helping the 
new board.   
 
For all our members that love to ride and are 
interested in what a state meeting is all about, 
the October spooks-n-scoots in not one to miss.  
Believe it or not, I attended this particular 
state meeting for the first time last year and 
found it to be an amazing time.  Make your plans, 
its October 1, 2, and 3rd, but the state meeting 
and the party are on October 2nd, so try to 
make it.  I know there are other events going on 
that weekend in our area, but with some 
strategic planning, I know its possible to get to 
our state meeting and the local event on 
Sunday.   
 
The leadership meetings have come and gone and I have to say, again they were very 
informative as usual, but I think the best part was that our chapter had the most attendees 
for the safety seminar!!!  GO PALM BEACH.  This really is going to come in handy as now we 
can get into the community and present our safety seminar at schools, senior living 
facilities, etc, community meetings, so please, contact a board member or speak up at a 
meeting if you have a group of people that you would like us to present the seminar too.   
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RALLY RESCINDS DISCRIMINATORY NO-
COLORS POLICY  Following a “Call 
to Action” issued by the U.S. 
Defenders, a politically active arm 
of the Confederation of Clubs, a 
major motorcycle rally in the red 
hills of Oklahoma has rescinded a 
“No Colors” policy that would have 
prohibited entry to anyone wearing a 
patch, including HOG, ABATE and any 
club. The Hawg Lakes Motorcycle 
Rally published a no colors policy 
on their fliers, ads and website that 
quickly stirred an uproar across 
the country, due largely to an e-mail 
“Call to Action” conducted by the 
U.S. Defenders and the Oklahoma 
Confederation of Clubs. Brook 
"Xman" Bullock, State Secretary of 
ABATE of Oklahoma and Oklahoma 
Defender Rep, sent out a nationwide 
call to action to "Please take your 
money and support to BIKER 
FRIENDLY rallies and events, not 
2010 Hawg Lakes. Pass the Word." 
According to the e-mail; “2R" (ABATE 
of Oklahoma State Coordinator) 
personally talked on the phone with 
Hawg Lakes and “the guy in charge 
said he was absolutely unwilling to 
change his policy. ABATE, HOG, 
BACA, and not any Club, no colors 
of any kind will be allowed.” Mark 
"Bus" Buskirk, Oklahoma Commander, 

U.S. Defenders wrote "Hawg Lakes Rally 
on July 29th will not allow you to 
wear your club colors on their 
property. So we the motorcycling 
community need to not go. They are 
stomping on our rights of freedom of 
speech." Within days, the Call to Action 
was called off when Tiger Mike Revere, 
ABATE of Oklahoma Liaison to the OK 
Confederation of Clubs and member of 
the National Coalition of Motorcyclists 
board of directors, reported that; “The 
Hawg Lakes event has RESCINDED its No-
Colors Ban -- Score one for our side!!” 
 

MYRTLE BEACH SUED AGAIN OVER NOISE 
LAW As Myrtle Beach prepares to adjust 
some of the 14 ordinances passed in 
2008 to quell the May motorcycle 
rallies, including their city-wide helmet 
law and four other ordinances being 
invalidated by the state’s high court, it 
faces yet another legal challenge that 
could require even more changes. Some 

NCOM  NEWS  BYTES 
Compiled and Edited by Bill Bish   

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 
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still sitting there, and the city has bought decibel meters, so we assume they 
are planning to use them. We felt we shouldn't let the ordinance stay on the 
books." McGrath said he felt it best to give the Circuit Court the first chance 
to make the decision in this case. "Let's see if the judge will follow the 
Supreme Court's opinion," he told the Sun News. Meanwhile, the city of Myrtle 
Beach has mailed out refunds to those who paid fines when they received 
tickets for not wearing motorcycle helmets. The city repaid nearly $14,000 in 
fines for 141 tickets it issued when the improper helmet law was in effect.  
 
MICHIGAN’S REJEUVENATED HELMET LAW REPEAL EFFORTS HB 4747 to repeal 
the helmet law was passed by the Michigan House of Representatives in March, 
and now awaits action in the Senate. Even though similar legislation has been 
approved by the state legislature the past two sessions, only to be vetoed by 
outgoing Governor Jennifer Granholm (D) both times, two out of the three 

residents and other motorcycle enthusiasts are suing the city again, this time 
hoping the Horry County Circuit Court will overturn the city's noise ordinance. 
Under the final version of the noise ordinance amendment, which gained final 
approval in March 2009, no vehicles except emergency vehicles can be louder 
than 89 decibels when measured from 20 inches away from the exhaust pipe, at 
a 45-degree angle, while the vehicle is idling. Bikers also must have an EPA 
issued sticker that state their bike meets federal noise reduction laws 
according to the municipal ordinance, but not South Carolina state law. On 
June 15th, Virginia-based Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) attorney Tom 
McGrath filed suit in Horry County Circuit Court on behalf of local motel 
owner William O’Day, Horry County ABATE, and others who feel the city 
overstepped their authority in enacting muffler regulations that conflict with 
existing state law. McGrath's challenge to the city's helmet ordinance prevailed 
in the S.C. Supreme Court, with all five justices unanimously agreeing that the 

 
state has already covered the issue 
of who has to wear motorcycle 
helmets and that the city could not 
make its own rules because there must 
be a uniform traffic code. The noise 
ordinance wasn't included in the case 
the high court recently ruled on, he 
said, because the focus was on the 
helmet law. "They were issuing tickets 
left and right [under the helmet law]," 
he said. "No one we know had gotten a 
ticket under the noise ordinance. It's 
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gubernatorial contenders to replace her support giving adult motorcyclists 
freedom of choice. Herb Rials who lobbies for ABATE of Michigan claims to have 
the support of every candidate for governor minus one, he told FOX News in 
Detroit. According to the legislative analysis of HB 4747, proponents of 
voiding the 40-year old helmet law argue it is a civil rights issue. "Wearing a 
helmet, or not wearing one, they say, should be a matter of personal choice and 
not a legal mandate." Supporters of repeal legislation, which includes ABATE, 
the Michigan Confederation of Clubs and both Democratic gubernatorial 
hopefuls, also argue that removing the helmet requirement would increase 
motorcycle traffic in Michigan and thereby stimulate the state's sagging economy. 
“Our outdated helmet law is a barrier to motorcycle tourism,” argues ABATE’s 
Jim Rhoades. “Michigan is the only Great Lakes state with a mandatory helmet law. 
Surveys repeatedly show that an overwhelming majority of motorcyclists in 
neighboring states refuse to visit Michigan because of this law.” According to a 
study done by Michigan Consultants in Lansing, Michigan is losing millions of 
tourism dollars and approximately $1.2 billion in overall economic benefit 
because of this law. So if the House and Senate vote next year to kill the helmet 
law as they have in years past, there’s a good chance that a governor's 
signature, not a veto, will be attached to the measure.  
 
CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION REINFORCES NHTSA LOBBYING BAN In response to 
statements made by NHTSA Administrator David Strickland that the core 
component of the federal agency’s motorcycle safety plan is to increase helmet 
use, five members of Congress have introduced a resolution urging the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to concentrate on motorcycle 
crash prevention and rider education instead of lobbying state legislators to 
enact mandatory helmet laws. Introduced on July 1st by U.S. Rep. Jim 
Sensenbrenner (R-WI), H. Res 1498 "supports efforts to retain the ban on the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration's ability to lobby state 
legislatures using federal tax dollars and urging NHTSA to focus on crash 
prevention and rider education". Since 1996, NHTSA has been prohibited by 
federal law from testifying before state legislatures in support of helmet laws 
unless specifically invited to do so, and H. Res 1498 reinforces Congressional 
intent.  
 
COULD A HELMET BE BAD FOR A BIKER’S HEALTH? Most countries around the 
world require motorcyclists to wear a crash helmet for their own safety, but 
could it actually be harming their health and affecting their riding? That is what 
academics are investigating in a new research project. A team of Bath University 
researchers will take on-road measurements to find how noise is transmitted 
from a helmet and how it affects the riders hearing and ability to concentrate. 
Dr. Michael Carley of the university’s Department of Mechanical Engineering 



  26  ISSUE 2010-08      VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM     AUGUST 2010    
 

said: "The noise inside the helmet at the legal speed of 70 mph is higher than 
the legal limit for noise at work - more than enough to cause serious hearing 
damage. The issue isn't noisy engines or loud exhausts as you may think. The 
noise is simply from the airflow over the helmet. "Ear plugs won't help much 
either as the noise is transferred into the inner ear from the rider's bones. 
This has been known for 20 years yet little research has been done on the 
noise and its effects." The laboratory study will be split into two parts; the 
first will examine how noise is transmitted through the whole system of the 
helmet including the head. The second part will determine if noise reduces 
performance. Dr. Nigel Holt from the Department of Psychology at Bath Spa 
University said: "It is known that noise can affect perception and cognition but, 
so far, nobody has tried to examine how noise in motorcycling affects the 
performance of riders." Riding a motorcycle requires great attention and 
concentration; anything that reduces performance may lead to more accidents. 
Dr. Holt added: "This isn't about putting people off riding or wearing helmets; 
it's about finding ways to reduce this damage so that riders can have a better 
riding experience. We hope the research will provide information which can be 
used in setting standards for helmets and to help improve helmet and 
motorcycle design."  
 
DEBT CRISIS IMPACTS GLOBAL MOTORCYCLE SALES Yamaha Motor Co., the 
world's second-largest motorcycle maker, said sales in North America and 
Europe may fall twice as much as forecast, as a spreading debt crisis dampens 
demand. "From May, there has been a sudden impact from the Greek crisis," 
Chief Executive Officer Hiroyuki Yanagi told the Washington Post. Combined 
sales in North America and Europe may decline as much as 20% this year, 
compared with an earlier estimate for a drop of about 10%, he said in an 
interview from Tokyo. The company last year posted its first loss since the year 
ended April 1984 as sales tumbled 45% in North America and 25% in Europe, 
though sales in Asia excluding Japan may exceed a 14% growth forecast, so 
Yamaha expects to break even this year says Yanagi. Honda Motor Co., the 
world's largest motorcycle maker, said in an April presentation it expects its 
two-wheeler sales in North America and Europe to drop less than 1% to 
385,000 units in the fiscal year ending March 31.  
 
AUSTRALIAN POLICE SEEK TO DISMANTLE OUTLAW CLUBS As police in New South 
Wales move to have the Supreme Court declare the Hells Angels MC a 
“criminal organization” and subject to new laws that would dismantle the club 
and disallow members from ever associating with one another, representatives 
of the United Motorcycle Council met in Sydney recently to discuss their 
response and warn others that the same state law could be used against other 
clubs and groups in society. Authorities announced in early July that the 
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And that's  all  the News that f i ts!  

 

"Hells Angels MC in NSW" would be the first target of the Crimes (Criminal 
Organizations Control) Act 2009, passed by State Parliament in April last 
year, which allows the court to declare criminal organizations and control 
members under orders determined by the court. The UMC, comprised of 17 
motorcycle clubs -- from rival “bikie gangs” to religious and family clubs – is 
raising funds in anticipation of a legal challenge to the ban. Mark "Ferret" 
Maroney, UMC chairman and member of the Vietnam Veterans MC, said; "These 
laws are unjust, they're unnecessary and they go against the rule of 
law...where people are being discriminated against by the clothes they wear 
and their lifestyle." Similar legislation in South Australia has been ruled 
illegal, but is subject to a High Court appeal.  
 
MACHO MUNICIPALITIES Think you're a manly man? Maybe...but do you live in the 
manliest city? From the research experts behind the popular “Best Places to 
Live” studies, the Combos "America's Manliest Cities" study ranks 50 major 
metropolitan areas, using manly criteria like the number of home improvement 
stores, steak houses, pickup trucks and motorcycles per capita. Charlotte 
took the top spot this year, beating out Nashville as last year's winner. 
Portland, Oregon ranked last in this year's study.  
 
AMERICA'S MANLIEST CITIES: 1. Charlotte, NC; 2. Columbus, OH; 3. Kansas 
City, MO; 4. Nashville, TN; 5. Baltimore, MD; 6. Milwaukee, WI; 7. Chicago, IL; 
8. Indianapolis, IN; 9. Washington, D.C.; 10. Philadelphia, PA. QUOTABLE 
QUOTE: “The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, 
but because of those who look on and do nothing.” Albert Einstein (1879-
1955) Scientist, humanist 
 

REMEMBER MEETING CHANGE FOR NEXT MONTH 
SEPTEMBER 25, 2010 

&  
OCTOBER 23,2010 

There will be $5.00 tickets for the H-D Dyna up for grabs. 
+   

50/50 Drawing 



   
 
 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

P.O. Box 971073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting 
VFW POST 4143 
August 21, 2010  

11:30 am 
 

Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue Heron 
Blvd, go east to Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on east side. 
Bike Parking is on south side of building. 

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 
 
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
 To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all 
motorcyclists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

 


