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DISCLAIMER 
This official publication of ABATE of 
Florida, Inc., Palm Beach Chapter accepts 
no responsibility for the comments, 
advertisers or opinions contained in this 
publication 

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 
This newsletter is the monthly publication of 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. Palm Beach Chapter 
Published monthly (12 times a year)  

Abate of Florida, Inc.  
Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 971073 

Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

 
DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES

The submission deadline for all material intended for publication in 
this newsletter is the 25th of each month. 

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES 
You are encouraged to submit letters about abate related to events, articles, photographs, 

commentaries, etc. please do not submit Slanderous or accusing letters, profanity or nudity. Abate 
of florida, inc, will not accept any advertising that discriminates against any type of motorcyclist 
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ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

American Bikers Aiming Toward Education 

Please Contact 
Alison (RIO) 561-482-4346/Fax 561-883-2678 
E-MAILTO:  
NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM 
 
Strongbow - 561-302-0879  
or any member of the Board of Directors 
 
Mail your information and check to: 

 
ABATE of Florida  
Palm Beach Chapter 
P.O. Box 971073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 
 
You will be contacted ASAP 
 
Thank you for your support!   
     
Newsletter AD Rates: 
(Rates shown are for the entire period, 6.5% sales tax 
included). 
 
Ads should be print ready, acceptable ad formats are:  
.doc, .pdf, .jpg, .wpd 

BUSINESS CARD 
 
1 – Month  $ 12.72  3 - Months $ 26.71 
 
6 - Months $ 49.61  One Year   $ 89.29 

 

CONTACT 
 
SIZE AND DURATION 
 
NAME 
 
ADDRESS 
 
PHONE NUMBER 
 
E-MAIL 

 
¼ PAGE 

 
1 - Month $ 25.44 
 
3 - Months  $ 50.88 
 
6 - Months    $ 92.86 
 
One Year $147.14 

½ PAGE 
 
1 - Month  $ 38.16 
 
3 - Months   $ 78.86 
 
6 - Months   $146.28 
 
One Year $263.33 

 
1  
/  
2  
 
P  
A  
G  
E  

 

PLEASE CHECK APPROPRIATE  BOX 

FULL PAGE  
 
1 - Month $ 50.88 
 
3 - Months  $125.93 
 
6 - Months    $212.78 
 
One Year $418.99 

F 
U
L 
L 
 
P 
A
G
E 



  5  ISSUE 2010-06      VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM     JUNE 2010    

I received an update from Lockdown our
state P.R. and communications trustee,
that Governor Christ has signed into law
the 2010-2011 Florida Budget (HB
5001) into law today, the Florida
Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles (DHSMV) recognized ABATE of
Florida, Inc. for our continuing work
attempting to make the roadways of Florida
safer for all motorcyclists. By signing
the Florida Budget into law, effective
July 1, 2010, ABATE of Florida, Inc. will
receive a quarter of a million dollars
specifically to promote motorcycle safety
and awareness. 
 
ABATE P.B.C. has had some great ideas as
to what can be done to reach out to the
community and more specifically to kids in
middle school and high school. We have
begun work on an educational program
with an Internet based interaction between
the traditional (but non- existent) drivers
education course that can be introduced
as an elective class for extra credit. This
course will include responsible cell
phone use and putting an end to texting
while driving. I hope to see our program
up and running before the new school
year begins.    
 
For those of you that haven’t attended
our chapter meetings, there have been
several discussions about our concern of
losing these funds to the Florida

 

     
     
     
     
     
 
 
    
 
 
 

Department of Safety who planned
to use these funds as monetary
compensation for staff members and
the Florida Riders Training
Program, which by the way is not a
State of Florida regulated
program. It is in fact, privately
owned and run by individual’s, as
their own enterprise for profit.
There is no regulation as to how
much they can charge to conduct
these courses and upon completion
of the course and it is by their
signature you are granted an
endorsement on your Florida
driver’s license to legally ride a
motorcycle.  As anyone who has
taken the course will tell you it
was well worth the effort and that
they learned a lot from the course,
they’ll also tell you it cost them
$300. Here are some examples of
what was proposed by Barbara
Lauer, Chief Bureau of Driver
Education and DUI Programs,
Division of Driver Licenses
Department of Highway Safety and
Motor Vehicles. 
 

President’s Message 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
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Initial Education 
25 candidates at $400 for 2 days                                    $10,000 
4 FRTP staff, expenses only                                                 1,200 
 
Reimbursement for Sponsor Visits 
25 peer observers, total of 100 visits at $300/visit            30,000 
        Subtotal       41,200 
Education in the Public School System 
 
Presentations on Motorcycle Safety and General  
Safety on the Highways     
Printed Materials                                                               10,000 
Reimbursement to Rider Coaches 
30 visits at $100/visits                                                        3,000 
        Subtotal       $13,000 
 
The package including other staff expenses, reimbursements, printed material
and shrink wrapping 80 buses with promotional information for the Florida
Riders Training Program or (F.R.T.P.) Totaled $496,000. Much of that money
paid to staff members in expenses and reimbursements are functions we as
ABATE members do voluntarily. The bus shrink-wrapping was something I
mentioned during our meeting with F.R.T.P. and Ms. Lauer. I have nothing against
the F.R.T.P. but I do have a problem with them taking idea’s that we had
proposed and have been using, to advertise for various independent and private
enterprises to increase profits in the name of “safety”. 
 
Our chapter was recognized by ABATE State President Doc Reichenbach as
being a driving force in getting the money back. This year I will be working on
behalf of our chapter to have some of that money allocated to Palm Beach to
have some of those buses shrink wrapped, along with bus bench messages, I
would also like to see at least one billboard in Palm Beach County. If anyone
has any suggestions on a location please contact a board member. 
 
We have also discussed the possibility of running a weekend seminar for all
motorcyclists in South Florida, conducted by motivational speaker Dick
“Slider” Gilmore ABATE of Iowa on “What every streetwise biker should know”

President’s Message – Cont’d  
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lessons for life. Slider is a retired E.M.T. who has an excellent program on
“Two Wheel Trauma” and “Accident Scene Management”. Of course this costs
money and I think it would be money well spent to bring this seminar to Palm
Beach. I am working on a way to gain sponsors for this seminar and a place to
hold it. 
 
Some excellent contacts were made at N.C.O.M. in regard to Sport Bike Riders
and Sport Bike Clubs. I have had communication with two Sport Bike Clubs one
in Philadelphia, Pa. and one in Fayette, Ga. In our discussion another bit of
common ground was gained because they are having the same problems we here
in Florida have had in reaching out to predominately younger riders in trying to
communicate with them. I believe our safety program could be a great way to
break through the communication barrier through illustration. This seems to
be the only method of teaching and interaction younger people and young
riders will understand, it’s the way they’ve been taught. Verbal communication
to them is the way of the dinosaur, their attention span has diminished to a few
minutes at best and retention depends on repetition. Hopefully by making our
video safety program an accredited course in the school system we will reach
a far broader audience than just young drivers. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone come out in support of our chapter for our
Fourth Annual Freedom Rights Rally & Freedom isn’t Free Salute to the Troops
June 26th at Homerun Sports Bar & Grill. If you know of any one home on
leave or stateside active duty with a current military ID, please let them know
they are invited to join us for the party they will receive a free pass at the
door. 
 
Ride Free, Ride Safe 
 
 
 
Strongbow 
president@abatepalmbeach.com  
  
 

President’s Message – Cont’d  
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety 
Dedicated to  

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road" 
 

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law 
repealed in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's 

throughout the year. ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle 
rights & safety organization dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while 
remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' 

nationwide. 
 

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS 
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. 
We do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a 
member of a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or 
organization we welcome your support as a member. 

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE 
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists 
and welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all 
independents, regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.  

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW 
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose 
to ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide 
whether wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to 
protect your rights. 
 
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. 
Our Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators 
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use 
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education 
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to 
make our voice heard as motorcyclists.   

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD" 
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35 
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one 
of the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of 
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential 
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders 
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County. 
For more information contact:  
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346 
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June is here and it's a big month for us at Palm Beach 
ABATE. This month is our big event. Our fifth annual 
Freedom Rights Rally. This year it will be on June 26th at 

Home Run in Lantana. This event takes a lot of volunteers to help go smoothly. 
We need the help of as many volunteers as possible. More importantly we need 
you to be there and to get the word out. This event is a good time and weather 
permitting , I expect a good turn out. This event is also very important to the 
chapter financially. 
 
June is also the month for our elections. I would like to thank the chapter 
for their support of the current board. It seems there will be little change 
on the board this year. It's amazing to see the difference between this year and 
last year. In my opinion the only reason we had last years election fiasco was 
due to people who were running for their own personal agenda. The people we 
have on the board now have no personal agendas or stand to gain from their 
position. For me personally, it's the opposite. It costs me time and money. I 
believe our goal of biker rights, safety and awareness are important. I also 
stand up for what I believe is right. This is why I continue in my duties as Vice 
President. 
 
For those who hadn't heard. Scoot from States MC just recently passed away 
from a stroke. There was a memorial held and a big crowd came to show their 
respects for him. It's a shame to lose someone that young. He was only 49 and 
still had a family to take care of. I hope that they'll be able to somehow cope 
with the loss. Those circumstances made it one of the saddest memorials I can 
remember. My best wishes go out to Scoots family and States MC. In other 
news though, Sissy is making a recovery, she still has a long road ahead but 
she's on her way. 
 
That's all for this month. Hope to see you all at Home Run on the 26th! Until 
next time, ride safe and responsibly. 
 
 

Nighthawk 
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach  

Vice President’s Message 

Dear Fellow ABATE Members, 
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CRIST SENDING BUDGET VETO WARNINGS 

 
Gov. Charlie Crist sent a budget line item veto warning on Thursday in an 
interview with the South Florida Sun Sentinel editorial board, noting that more 
than the spending plan is $1 billion more than he had proposed early in the 
year. “And a lot of it was added at the end” of the session, Crist told the 
newspaper. “There wasn’t a good vetting process. It’s rushed and hurried. I 
will take a very jaundiced eye to any of those (spending items) that came in 

during the closing days of the session,” Crist said. The governor has until the 
end of next week to sign the bill. Crist also told the Sun Sentinel that he's 
considering a veto for a $160-million raid on the state’s road-building trust 
fund - although lawmakers wrote the budget so that if he does veto it the 
money would come, by law, directly from the education budget in an effort to 
make it veto proof. Crist's lawyers are trying to find a way around that. “I am 
concerned about the cleverness of how they attached it to education, and I’m 
sure that wasn’t accidental,” Crist said. “Our general counsel’s office is 
trying to see if there might be a way to decouple those (using) a line-item veto 
procedure.” 
 
Remember that the money for our Motorcycle Safety Awareness is in this 
budget. 
 
 
Darrin "Scribe" Brooks, 
State Legislative Trustee,  
ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
 
"A government big enough to give you everything you want is a government big 
enough to take from you everything you have."~ Gerald Ford 

 



  13  ISSUE 2010-06      VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM     JUNE 2010    



  14  ISSUE 2010-06      VISIT US AT: ABATEPALM BEACH.COM     JUNE 2010    

 
WHAT’S WRONG HERE? 

 
There is something wrong with this Scenario: 
 
Let me see if I got this right. 
 
If you cross the north korean border illegally you get 12 years hard labor. 
 
If you cross the iranian border illegally you are detained indefinitely. 
 
If you cross the afghan border illegally, you get shot. 
 
If you cross the saudi arabian border illegally you will be jailed. 
 
If you cross the venezuelan border illegally you will be branded a spy and 
your fate will be sealed. 
 
If you cross the cuban border illegally you will be thrown into political 
prison to rot. 
 
If you cross the u.s. border illegally you get: 
 
*  A job, 
*  A drivers license, 
*  Social security card, 
*  Wwelfare, 
*  Food stamps, 
*  Credit cards, 
*  Subsidized rent or a loan to buy a house, 
*  Free education, 
*  Free health care, 
*  Billions of dollars worth of public documents printed in your language 
*  The right to carry your country's flag while you protest that you don't 

get enough respect 
 
 
Submitted by: Torch ABATE P.B.C. 
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Submitted by: Strongbow – President abate palm beach  

This article was sent to me with an 
interesting question attached to it. 
  
For years I have been contacting various 
news publications and online news 
reports from local news agencies asking 
why every report of someone on a 
motorcycle involved in an accident 
especially when it was a fatality accident 
had mentioned some where in the 
report whether or not the rider or 
passenger was wearing a helmet. 
  
To date I have not had one response, then 
I received this article where there was no 
mention of whether or not these two 
people were or were not wearing 
helmets. 
  
http://www.sun-
sentinel.com/news/local/florida/fl-
macarthur-motorcycle-fatal-
20100613,0,6161567.story 
  
The question was, could it be that they 
were both wearing helmets and one died 
and one remains in extremely critical 
condition anyway? 
  
I wonder who gave the order to have this 
included in the reporting of accidents 
involving motorcycles and pressured 
them into using this practice to gain 
public support for the next time 
a national mandatory helmet law is 
introduced or attached to a Bill.  
  
This practice in reporting these accidents 
is far too broad to be a coincidence, even 
in the monkey see, monkey do world of 

 

This media spin actually has people 
believing that accidents could be 
avoided, as long as the riders are 
wearing helmets. They always, almost 
with identical verbiage make every 
accident involving motorcycles appear 
to have been caused by the 
motorcyclist because they weren't 
wearing a helmet. Every report of an 
accident where a motorcyclist was 
injured or killed because their right 
of way was violated is reported as if 
the motorcycle hit the other vehicle. 
Although that may be true, what it 

the media. It would have had 
to have been some sort of agreement 
made by the Federal Government 
and the giant conglomerates that own 
the news media and report the news we 
hear and see. Obviously, the majority 
of people reading and hearing 
these reports believe that every 
accident involving a motorcycle where 
the riders were injured or killed 
could have been avoided if they would 
have been wearing helmets.  
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doesn't mention is that the other vehicle turned in front of the motorcycle. 
Instead it's reported that the rider of the motorcycle "who wasn't wearing a 
helmet", collided with another vehicle. Rarely is it reported that the rider of 
the motorcycle who was wearing a helmet was injured or killed when he or 
she was struck by another vehicle or collided with another vehicle. In either 
case the absence of facts and details regarding how the accident happened are 
usually left out to imply that it was the motorcyclist that was at fault.  
  
The most common of all explanations for these violations of the riders’ right 
of way is "I didn't see him or her". It has become so common that it's almost as if 
it has been adapted as a plea of not guilty and accepted by the courts. Would 
they have seen them if they were wearing a helmet? 
  
Most recently our "Stiffer Penalties Bill was tabled (once again) this time 
because a Senator from Alachua County reasoned that the only way he would 
vote for this measure is if the Bill contained verbiage stating that the stiffer 
penalties would only apply to motorcyclist's wearing helmets???? It sounds to 
me that he's saying that if someone is injured or killed because they weren't 
wearing a helmet it's their own damned fault and that neither they nor their 
families deserve to have justice served or be compensated for their losses. If 
that isn't out right discrimination and a violation of a persons right of equality 
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under the law and protected by 
the constitution I don't know what 
is. This should give you a better 
idea of how detached from reality 
these people really are. 
  
Needless to say Doc Reichenbach, 
President of ABATE of Florida, 
Inc. had to make the call to table 
the Bill at the last minute rather 
than allow this dissolute to use 
this measure as a way to put 
helmets back on our 
heads and undermine our stance 
of freedom of choice. Up to that 
point there was no mention of any 
new mandatory helmet legislation, 
this happened literally minutes 
before the legislative sessions 
ended in April. 
  
Strongbow 
president@abatepalmbeach.com  
  
  
I received an update this morning 
from ABATE of Florida's 
State Legislative Trustee.  
  
Sen. Steve Oelrich, the State 
Senator who stymied our stiffer 
penalties Bill by saying that the 
Bill will only apply if bikers are 
wearing a helmet when they are hit. 
He also wanted to add a mandatory 
helmet amendment to our Bill. He 
now has an opponent for his re-
election. This would be a good 
chance to get him out of the 
Senate.  
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Former state House member Perry 
McGriff, a Gainesville insurance 
agent, will file this week to run 
against Republican Sen. Steve Oelrich, 
R-Cross Creek, McGriff announced 
Monday. McGriff, a Democrat, served 
in the House from 2000-2002 and is 
also a former member of the 
Gainesville city commission and 
Gainesville mayor. Democrats have put 
a target on Oelrich's District 14 seat, 
which has a Democratic majority in 
registration. McGriff ran for the seat 
in 2006 but lost in the Democratic 
primary to former Rep. Ed Jennings, 
who then lost to Oelrich.  
 Darrin "Scribe" Brooks, 

 

State Legislative Trustee,  
ABATE of Florida, Inc.  
  
"I predict future happiness for 
Americans if they can prevent the 
government from wasting the 
labors of the people under the 
pretense of taking care of them."  
~ Thomas Jefferson 
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Legislative & Delegate Report  
 Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson  

 
 

State of Florida Provides ABATE of Florida, Inc. With 
A Quarter of a Million Dollars for Motorcycle Safety 

and Awareness Program 
  
Tallahassee, FL, May 28, 2010 – As Florida Governor 
Crist signed the 2010-2011 Florida Budget (HB 5001) 
into law today, the Florida Department of Highway Safety 

and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV) recognized ABATE of Florida, Inc. for our 
continuing work attempting to make the roadways of Florida safer for all 
motorcyclists. By signing the Florida Budget into law, effective July 1, 
2010, ABATE of Florida, Inc. will receive a quarter of a million dollars 
specifically to promote motorcycle safety and awareness. 
 
 The exact language states:  
“2735 SPECIAL CATEGORIES: 
CONTRACTED SERVICES FROM HIGHWAY 
SAFETY OPERATING TRUST FUND . . . . . 
. . . . . . . 443,874 
 
From the funds in Specific 
Appropriation 2735, nonrecurring 
funds in the amount of $250,000 are 
for the purpose of promoting 
motorcycle safety awareness through 
public information and education 
campaigns.  
These funds are provided to the 
American Bikers Aiming Toward 
Education of Florida, Inc. The 
American Bikers Aiming Toward 
Education of Florida, Inc. is required 
to provide an independent program 
audit to the Department of Highway 
Safety and Motor Vehicles to ensure that these funds were utilized to enhance 
motorcycle safety education. The expense of this required independent 
program audit may be funded from a portion of the funds provided.”  
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This is not the first time ABATE of Florida, Inc. has received funds from the 
Florida DHSMV. Over the last few years, the Government of Florida has 
recognized ABATE’s valuable Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Program 
(MSAP) for saving lives of motorcyclists statewide. ABATE’s Program is 
implemented by ABATE’s 32 chapters throughout Florida. As in the past with 
this appropriation, the standard audit is a normal course of business.  
 
ABATE’s Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Program has been presented to 
local civic groups, many schools, and public events all over Florida. For 
more information about our MSAP or to schedule a presentation, please visit 
www.ABATEFlorida.com to contact a local chapter near you.  
 
With over 7,500 members, ABATE of Florida, Inc. is Florida’s largest 
Motorcyclists’ Rights Organization, and the fourth largest nationwide. ABATE 
of Florida members consist of all types of motorcyclists. Our missions 
include educating the public about motorcycle awareness and continuing to 
fight in Tallahassee for the rights of every motorcyclist and the public in 
general. To aid in these ends, we have an exclusive lobbyist and have founded 
the Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Program, both with the intentions to 
help make the roads safer for everyone. 

 
 

 
 

FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK
  
      
To:  PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS 
Date:  JUNE 2010  
A few reminders.... 
 
The next state meeting is on August 14th hosted by 
the PUTNAM COUNTY CHAPTER in E. PALATKA, FL.  

East what?  Is what I said, but it is located between Palm Coast and Gainesville.  
 
I must apologize for the tardiness of the newsletter this month. As you can 
see we had some design changes which involved a new program which will make 
it more compatible with printers and user friendly for whoever might have to 
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do the newsletter, but, as you can see, this new program will only enhance 
our newsletter capabilities in the future.  
 
Our elections are coming up, June 19th, come be a part of the election 
process.  Remember, your membership must be current to vote.  This year, we 
have had a lot of new people step up and many positions are unopposed, but I 
will summarize this below.   
 
For all our newly elected board members and trustees we have the leadership 
meetings on July 10th and 11th.  July 10th is for all board and trustee 
positions other than the president and vice president positions, which is on 
Sunday.  We had some very exciting news at the state meeting and that is the 
safety seminar will include the safety program and if you attend you will 
become an MSRP, which is something our chapter needs, to be able to continue 
with the process of our safety program.  These leadership seminars are in 
deland, fl.  Not that far of a ride and a nice ride at that.  We would like to get 
as many people as we can to attend these seminars, but especially safety, so 
MARK your calendars.  
 
The last state meeting was in Pensacola and I had a chance to go and I must say 
what a beautiful area.  The beaches, despite what the news is saying, were still 
beautiful, though we heard from the locals that they were working very hard 
to keep them that way.   
 
We have our event coming up June 26th at homerun. I would like to send my 
thanks to those that have already offered their help, but we can always use 
more.  Even if you have an hour to spare, we want to be able to give the 
people working a break and time to enjoy the party too.  We need people at all 
times of the day, so contact Strongbow, Nighthawk, rocker or rio and let them 
know when you are available to help out.   
 
Also, a reminder, our event is a salute to the 
troops. Any active duty military personnel in 
uniform, or with valid ID, will receive a free pass.  
 
The sales of our new chapter nonspecific shirts 
are going very well.  Remember we have the new 
shirt for June, but it is not going to be introduced 
until the event, so if you want one, you have to 
come to the event.  I really think these are going 
to sell fast as they are really cool shirts.  For 
those that were at the last meeting, you got to see  
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a preview.   
 
For those that attended the Rock-n-Roll event by Nam-Knights and the recent 
iron eagle, you saw our new safety person “Harley Hank” jumping right into 
his new position.  Remember he too, during events and such, needs to have a 
break, so stop by the table and say Hi! And given the guy a chance to take a 
break.  He has been doing a great job.   
 
 

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION BALLOTS 
 

 
President: (unopposed) 
 Budd “Strongbow” Aubry  
 
VICE PRESIDENT: (unopposed) 
 Ed “Nighthawk” Lattari 
 
SECRETARY: (unopposed) 
 Charles BARCELLONA 
 
TREASURER: (unopposed) 
 Alison “Rio” Leiti 
 
SGT-AT-ARMS: (Ballot election) 
 Daniel Ruddock –Declines 
 Pete carroll – Accepts 
 Fred joseph – accepts 
 
MEMBERSHIP: (unopposed) 
 Alison “Rio” Leiti - Accepts 
 Vivian Pacheco - Declines 
 
NEWSLETTER: (unopposed) 
 David Pacheco - Accepts 
 Alison “Rio” Leiti – Declines 
 
PRODUCTS: (unopposed) 
 Vivian Pacheco - Accepts 

Alison “Rio” Leiti - Declines 
 
State rep: (unopposed) 
 Budd Aubry accepts 
 Dan Henderson – accepts 
 Ed  Lattari – Declines 
 

WEBMASTER: (unopposed) 
 Dan Henderson  
Legislative rep: (unopposed) 
 Dan “slo Mo” Henderson 
 
P/R COMMUNICATIONS:  OPEN  
 
LEGAL:  OPEN  
 
SAFETY: OPEN   

 
 

PRIOR TO VOTING, NOMINEES WILL 
GET 2 MINUTES TO SPEAK  

 
YOU MUST BE A MEMBER IN GOOD 
STANDING TO VOTE. YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP HAS TO BE CURRENT 
WITH THE STATE OFFICE AS OF  
MAY 31, 2010.   
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NCOM NEWS BYTES 
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) 

MOTORCYCLIST FATALITIES
INEXPLICABLY PLUMMET  Following
more than a decade of steady
increases, motorcycle rider
fatalities unaccountably dipped by
double-digit proportions last year.
Motorcyclist deaths dropped by
16% nationwide through the first
three quarters of 2009, compared
to the same period in 2008 when
fatalities reached their highest
level of 5,290. 
 
The study -- sponsored by the
Governors Highway Safety
Association, which represents state
traffic safety agencies -- is drawn
from preliminary fatality data from
all 50 states and the District of
Columbia. While there is nothing in
the data to indicate the cause of the
sudden decline, the GHSA asked
state safety agencies to speculate
on reasons for the decline, and
several respondents pointed to the
economy and underscored that a
significant portion of motorcycling
is for recreation rather than
transportation. 
 
Other reasons cited in the study for
the decline: Fewer beginning
motorcyclists; an increase in

priority given to state motorcycle
safety programs; an increased
awareness of motorcycles by other
drivers; and colder, wetter weather
in some states during the riding
season. It doesn't appear helmet
laws played a significant role in the
decline. 
 
The popularity of motorcycles has
surged in the past decade,
particularly among aging baby
boomers and women, nearly doubling
to more than 10 million. 
 
During the nine-month period of the
comparison, the District and 38
states reported a drop in
motorcycle deaths, and 12 states
recorded an increase. California had
133 fewer deaths, Florida had 111
fewer and Ohio had 48 fewer. Only
two states -- Hawaii and Rhode Island
-- had double-digit increases. Once
numbers for the final three months
of 2009 are factored in, the
report projects, the annual fatality
decline will be at least 10%. 
 
AGING RIDERS AT HIGHER RISK
Motorcycle riders across the
country are growing older, and the
impact of this trend is evident in
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emergency rooms nationwide as
doctors are finding that senior
citizens who ride motorcycles are
more likely to be involved in
accidents and also more likely to be
injured or die than their younger
counterparts.  
 
Researchers at the University of
Rochester Medical Center found
that half of all motorcyclists
needing emergency treatment in
2005 were over 40, nearly double
the number in 1996, which is
consistent with demographic data
indicating that the average age of
motorcycle ownership has rose
from 33 years in 1998 to 40 years
in 2003. Injury severity, length of
stay in the hospital or intensive care
unit, and mortality were higher for
riders over the age of 40. 
 
In the study, which was published in
the March issue of the American
Surgeon, researchers using the
National Trauma Databank reviewed
the records of 61,689
motorcyclists aged 17 to 89 years
involved in a motorcycle crash
between 1996 and 2005.  
 
Those ages 50-59 were the fastest
growing group involved with
crashes, and accidents involving
riders in that age group were almost
twice as likely to be fatal as those
involving younger bikers. 
 
"Treating a 60-year-old who has been
in a motorcycle accident is very

different from treating a 21-year-
old who has been in a similar
accident -- 60-year-olds bring a lot
more medical baggage with them and
impact outcomes," Dr. Mark
Gestring, director of the trauma
program at the Medical Center. 
 
Age-related factors associated with
aging, such as impaired vision,
delayed reaction time, and altered
balance contribute to motorcycle
crashes in this population.  
 
The increase in injury severity for
older riders may be related to the
reduced capacity to withstand injury
as the body ages, including
decreases in bone strength and brain
size, as well as pre-existing medical
conditions. 
 
NATURALISTIC MOTORCYCLE SAFETY
STUDY The Motorcycle Safety
Foundation (MSF) has announced that
it will partner with the Virginia Tech
Transportation Institute (VTTI) on the
world’s first motorcycle safety
study that will use small video
recorders and instrumentation
mounted on numerous bikes for 6-
18 months to gather data about the
riders and events that occur.  
 
Termed a "naturalistic" study, VTTI
has developed this technology and
used it successfully to conduct a
100-car study in 2005 that
included 69 crashes and more than
750 near-crashes. According to the
MSF, "The method is presently in use
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by researchers across the globe to
target nearly every type of roadway
user, with the exception of two-
wheeled vehicles. This study,
expected to be on the road by early
2011, will greatly advance the
understanding of interactions among
rider, motorcycle, roadway, other
roadway users and the environment."  
 
VTTI Director Tom Dingus added that
“We expect the study to be very
valuable to the Motorcycle Safety
Foundation’s work, since we also will
examine where and how crash
avoidance is successful. With so
much information bandwidth coming
from the cameras and instrumentation
on each bike, we’ll be able to
examine details for years, and the
findings will be relevant for
decades." 
 
Naturalistic Method identifies
crashes using time-series video and
numeric data, reveals factors not
detectable through crash
investigation, creates its own
controls by comparing the crash-
involved rider to himself/herself at
all other times, and permits
quantification of rider performance
and behavior in non-critical and
critical riding situations. 
 
GLOBAL MARKETS BOOST
MOTORCYCLE SALES While U.S.
motorcycle sales continue to drift
downward, globally Honda bucked
the trend by posting a 30% sales
gain for first quarter of 2010,

reflecting 2.54 million motorcycles
sold outside of Japan.  
 
Sales in the American market
dropped 21% during the first
quarter of 2010, a less
precipitous slip than the previous
year's 37% slide, but the rising
demand for small displacement bikes
in Asian markets helped the
juggernaut manufacturer post a
$2.68 billion profit for the last
fiscal year, a staggering 95.9%
increase over the prior year. 
 
We may find consolation in the U.S.
market since our sales are sliding
less steeply than before, but the
evolving global marketplace is not
only motivating companies like
Volkswagen to purchase one fifth of
Suzuki, such international sales
figures are also prompting
manufacturers like U.S. stalwart
Harley-Davidson to divert their
efforts into regions like India. 
 
PATRIOT GUARD RIDERS BARRED
FROM MINERS MEMORIAL Many of the
29 West Virginia coal miners who
died at the Upper Big Branch mining
explosion on April 5th were
veterans and some rode
motorcycles, so bereaved families
had requested the Patriot Guard
Riders to attend the memorial
service. PGR is an informal group of
motorcyclists which exists to make
sure that all veterans are given
respectful funerals. But they were
barred from attending this service by
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federal officials who labeled them a
security threat. 
 
The appearance of the Patriot Guard
Riders at the service, at the request
of several families, had been cleared
in advance by West Virginia Governor
Joe Manchin, who is also a
motorcycle rider. But the day before
the service, Joe Cumblidge, the West
Virginia State Captain of the Patriot
Guard Riders e-mailed the men who
were scheduled to participate: “Due
to circumstances totally and
completely beyond the control of the
Patriot Guard Riders and Governor
Joe Manchin of West Virginia, we are
regrettably ordering a STAND DOWN
for this mission. Specific details will
not be posted here but, we’ve been
told we are not welcome to
participate because of certain high-
level dignitaries that are scheduled
to be in attendance.”  
 
The “high-level dignitaries” were
President Barack Obama and Vice
President Joe Biden. A Patriot Guard
Rider told WSAZ in Charleston that
Manchin had been forbidden to allow
them to participate “because of
overwhelming security concerns with
high-ranking federal officials -- it was
just not logistically possible for
them to be a part of the event.”  
 
Both Obama and Biden managed to
escape West Virginia unharmed. 
LEGAL CHALLENGES TO MICHIGAN
HELMET LAW Several members of
ABATE of Michigan rode to the
Lenawee County judicial building on
Tuesday, April 20th to show support

for a fellow motorcyclist who is
challenging a non-compliant helmet
ticket. Ryan Hildebrand, 26, is one of
nearly a dozen riders ticketed this
spring by Adrian police Sgt. Lynn
Courington for wearing helmets that
the state claims do not meet federal
Department of Transportation
standards. 
 
Representing the group of ticketed
riders is Aid to Injured Motorcyclists
(A.I.M.) attorney Lawrence “Katman”
Katkowsky, who filed an appearance
for the helmet defendant. A formal
hearing was set for June 29 in
district court, and Katkowsky said he
will try to consolidate all the helmet
infraction cases that are being
challenged for the June 29 hearing.
“The issues are all the same,” he said. 
 
He is taking on the helmet
enforcement issue in Lenawee County
on behalf of ABATE of Michigan,
which also has a lawsuit pending in
United State District Court in Grand
Rapids, challenging the state’s DOT
helmet rule.  
 
One of the enforcement issues
Katkowsky will raise is regarding
probable cause to justify a traffic
stop on a civil infraction. ABATE
claims in the lawsuit that police have
to look inside a helmet to determine if
it meets DOT standards, and therefore
cannot claim plain sight evidence to
justify a traffic stop and request to
inspect a helmet. No trial date is
scheduled. 
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WEIRD NEWS: EASY WRITERS TEXT WHILE RIDING Everyone knows that texting while
driving can be dangerous. Now consider this: texting while riding a motorcycle, in
heavy traffic! It's not uncommon in Vietnam, where 29 million motorcycles are the
primary source of transportation.  
 
Pham Thi Thuy Linh is 21, a college student and -- according to a recent contest
sponsored by a mobile phone company -- has the fastest fingers in Vietnam. She can
text 160 characters in 25 seconds, though she admits she is “about 20 or 30
percent slower texting on my bike.” She doesn't much care that texting while driving
is both illegal and not too smart.  
 
Tran Van Thanh is a senior official in the government's office of traffic safety. He
told National Public Radio that understands the concerns about texting while
driving, but says peoples’ bad habits will take time to change, and with limited
resources it’s impossible to crack down on everyone for everything. 
 
Meanwhile, contest-winner Pham says she can't wait to get one of the new iPhone
packages. She says it will enable her to text even faster than she does now, from
everywhere -- including her bike. 
 
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “Extremism in the defense of liberty is no vice. Moderation in the
pursuit of justice is no virtue.” Senator Barry Goldwater (1909-1998) U.S.
Senator from Arizona  
 
 
 

And that's  all  the News that f i ts!  



 

 
 

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting 
VFW POST 4143 

June 19, 2010  
11:30 am 

 
Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue Heron 
Blvd, go east to Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on east side. 
Bike Parking is on south side of building. 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter 

P.O. Box 9717073 
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073 

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE 
 
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and events 
around the state and throughout the country.  
 To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all 
motorcyclists rights.    
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national level.  
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.  
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.  
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness. 

 


