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EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
You are encouraged to submit letters about abate related to events, articles, photographs, commentaries,
etc. please do not submit Slanderous or accusing letters, profanity or nudity. Abate of florida, inc, will
not accept any advertising that discriminates against any type of motorcyclist
DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES
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President’s Message
Brothers and Sisters,
The legislative sessions in Tallahassee have drawn to a close
and once again our Bill for stiffer penalties SB 1918 the
"Stiffer Penalties" Bill was killed in the last days of the sessions. After being
passed through several committees in the House, HB 875 the House version of the
Bill was voted on and passed through two committees the morning of our annual ride
to the capitol and was expected to pass through a third, just when it looked like we
were finally going to have a law that would actually have some teeth in due
punishment for people violating another motorists right of way causing injury or
death things took a turn for the worse.
On Wednesday the 21st it was placed on the Special Order Calendar and on the 23rd
it was heard on the Senate Floor. From the 23rd until the 29th it was heard several
times on the floor and each time it came up against heavy opposition and had 9
different amendments that were attempted to be attached to it. One amendment by Sen.
Oelrich from the district that covers Alachua County and the potions of the
surrounding counties stated that the penalties will ONLY apply if the motorcyclist
is wearing a helmet. If you hit and killed a motorcyclist without a helmet the fines
and jail time did NOT apply.
There was also talk that if the Bill was successful an amendment would be added that
would REQUIRE all motorcyclist to wear helmets again. It was soon apparent that if
the Bill was to be passed the opposition would require some type of helmet
amendment.
Therefore our options were: (1) pass a very weak bill that lost all the teeth, (2) a
strong bill that would require helmets to be worn, or (3) let the bill die and try
again next year. Since a very weak Bill was worthless and helmets were totally
unacceptable, the decision was made to let the Bill die and try again next year.
I really have to question the rational used by Sen. Oelrich (and I’m sure he wasn’t
alone) could only consider someone wearing a helmet or the family worthy of justice
for an offence causing injury or death. The end result is going to be the same
helmet or no helmet. The rider with a helmet has no better chance of preventing the
accident than the one without a helmet and isn’t that what this Bill was intended to
do. Legislation to make the roadways safer for ALL motorists by setting penalties for
violators that work as a deterrent as well as raising awareness and for those
convicted, punishment that is a little closer to fitting for an irresponsible action
causing at least injury but falling way short in regard to a death.
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President’s Message - Cont’d
That is of course my personal opinion and I also see it as another feeble attempt to
start this ridiculous argument over a mandatory helmet law or freedom of choice.
Why is it that no one has been able to understand a proposed Bill such as HB 875
and SB 1918 for what they are and what they are intended to do. Would it stop a
distracted driver from pulling out in front of another vehicle, motorcycle or
bicycle? No, there could never be a law that would have a penalty for even a 90-day
suspension of drivers license for acting irresponsibly or without regard for the
consequences. If there were such a law I’d bet we’d have over half of America taking
the bus.
The Bill was about, raising awareness in an effort to prevent these types of
accidents from happening and to use the “Stiffer Penalties” as a deterrent and as a
means to have justice served for the victim or the victim’s family. Obviously, the
repeal of Florida’s mandatory helmet law remains a burr on the butt for Florida’s
legislators.
A BAN ON TEXTING WHILE DRIVING BAN WON'T GET VOTE
”A ban texting while driving won't get a vote in the House this year, a key lawmaker
said Monday. Rep. Ellyn Bogdanoff, R-Fort Lauderdale, said there wasn't time left in
the session to pass the measure, and that there was significant opposition in the
Republican-controlled House to the proposal, which was the subject of several
pieces of legislation this year.
The cell phone issue had received more attention than ever this session, with 16
separate Bill’s being introduced, including our own version that had been rewritten, re- introduced and
Rejected, along with all the rest. The issue of texting and talking on cell phones has
had more support from focus organizations and parents of young drivers killed in
accidents as well as high profile celebrities, schools nationwide where driver
education is mandatory have made it a part of their curriculum, some schools are
even asking students to sign a pledge that they will not text or talk on cell phones
while driving.
With all that and along with the dogged efforts of ABATE, the Bill is once again left
on the table. “It's intellectually dishonest, to pursue the ban” because people do
all kinds of things in their cars that are distracting…. and that are just as
dangerous. Bogdanoff declined to say she was killing the bill. “Sometimes the clock
just runs out,” she said”.
I’m sorry, but I have a hard time understanding just what kind of opposition these
supposed intellectuals would have to finally doing something to curb a deadly
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President’s Message - Cont’d
problem that has become epidemic and has become the number one cause of injury and
death by distracted drivers which in my opinion is directly related to “Right Of Way
Violations” that affect all motorists.
So by killing these two Bill’s they are saying; to those of us that choose to ride
without helmets, well, if your not wearing that helmet you deserve to die and if
you’re killed and you’re wearing a helmet, our condolences to the family of the
victim. And, as long as there are lot’s people doing all kinds of stupid things while
driving, correcting this problem won’t make any difference, even though there are
hundreds of people that will be injured and killed this year by distracted drivers in
Florida.
The one thing that can absolutely be done to save lives and increase awareness has
once again been left on the table. Meanwhile, distracted drivers will still have an
opportunity to injure and kill people with virtual impunity; I don’t think an $82.00
fine is going to be of any consequence to someone with their attorney telling them
they’ll just keep requesting a continuance until such time that it becomes void
because it’s past statute of limitations date. The only real consequence will be the
lawyer’s fees.
We as members of ABATE need to remain steadfast in our convictions and diligent in
our efforts to continue the fight. To achieve our goals we must make our individual
commitment to do what we know needs to be done in order to protect the rights we
have and the courage to stand against a system that threatens to impose it’s will
through totalitarian enactments.
“It’s better to die standing upright, than to live on your knees”.
Ride Free, Ride Safe

Strongbow
president@abatepalmbeach.com
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Common Ground
U.S. Marine squad was marching north of Fallujah when they came upon an Iraqi
terrorist, badly injured and unconscious. On the opposite side of the road was an
American Marine in a similar but less serious state. The Marine was conscious and
alert and as first aid was given to both men, the squad leader asked the injured
Marine what had happened.
The Marine reported, "I was heavily armed and moving north along the highway here,
and coming south was a heavily armed insurgent. We saw each other and both took
cover in the ditches along the road. I yelled to him that Saddam Hussein was a
miserable, lowlife scum bag who got what he deserved, and he yelled back that Ted
Kennedy is a fat, good-for-nothing, left wing liberal drunk who doesn't know how to
drive, and Obama is an idiot. So I said that Osama Bin Laden dresses and acts like a
frigid, mean-spirited lesbian. "

He retaliated by yelling, "Oh yeah? Well, so is Nancy Pelosi!"
"And, there we were, in the middle of the road, shaking hands, when a truck hit us."

Submitted by: Tomcat - ABATE P.B.C.
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"
You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.
YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.
WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.
"FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact:

Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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MEMBERSHIPS DUE
Scott "Wrong Way" Worobey
Fred Tseng
Edward Kraus
Bob "Mac Man" Mac Gillivray
Mariano "Popeye" Castelli
William "Gunner" Whittaker
James "Budda" Renner
Thomas "Framer" Wurth
Patrick "Peace Keeper" Ross

Daniel Henderson
Don Burke
David Levin
Bill Grotto
Chrissy Fennell
Christine Fontaine
Joanne "JoJo" White
Donna Curl
J.P. "Freak" Gordon
Jennifer "Witch" Link
Jeffrey Bramlett
Bill 'Boca Bill' Welch
Chuck "Mailman" Ennis
Denis "Pepe" Lessard
Kevin Delburn
Arthur "RP" Brode
Mysti Dampier
Scott "Blacky" Black
Gus "Greek" Coffinas
John "Sawgrass" Dorie
Robert "Unkle Bob" Tosetti
Ken "Deep Sea" Soule
Kathy Olsey
Anthony "Trotter" Ranalli, Jr.
Faith Cote
Tim "T.A." Ralph

APRIL

James "Ripper" Sansenbach
Deborah "Sissy" Sansenbach
Charlie Cona
Ian "Hawk" Broder
Mark Baxter
Antonio Gianninni
Stacy Cusack
Glyn "Blue" Joy
Deani Funk

MAY

Louie "L.D.L." Dalip
J
Gregory Unphress, Jr.
Kathy "Cookie" Cook
Karen Brady
Tyra "Trouble" Moran
Christopher "Craft" Cifelli
Byron "Shoes" Walker
Steve "Bone Breaker" Hilborn
Robert "Preacher Bob" Jordan
Dave "Dave Tona" Murray

JUNE

Bree Ann Boroff
James "Slim" Pickens
Bernie "Bondo Bernie" Korkowski
Mark "Animal" Lips
Frank "Rizzo" Kennedy
Gregory Orr
Geno "Eyeball" DiPol
Adrion Shabert
Vishad "Trini" Saroop
Billy "Billy Boat" Pinkerton
Robert "Scuttle Butt" Caswell

JULY

Raymond "I hear yea" Mamone
E
Lauren "Lo" Damman
Bob "Harley Bob" Parkes
Kurt Liebla
Wilson "Willie" Shafer
Allen "Fireball" Shearer
Cynthia "Hotfoot" Shearer
Martha "Roadkill" Ledford
Sharon "Mighty Mouth" Taylor

Rod "Cloud Walker" Labar
Greg "Whale" Thorn
Frank "Needles" Carnevale
Mark "Duke" Woodard
Paul "Shitter" Waibel
Kathy Ambrose
Pete Tufo
Denise "Goddess" Schotting
Ida "Lady J" Joy

Fernando Orsini
Lonnie "LL/Speed" Loff
Robert "Torch" Lyle
Mary Morris

Your membership expires the last day of your expiration month. To avoid cancellation of
AD&D insurance, please renew your membership in a timely manner. Also be sure to notify us
of any change of address to continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink
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Vice President’s Message
Dear Fellow ABATE Members,
Well this month seems to be much better than last month as far
as accidents go for our local riders. I haven't heard of any new
incidents. I'd like to send my best wishes to those still recovering
from March's accidents.
Unfortunately last month we lost a good man. Papa Ross passed
away of natural causes in the first week of April. Everyone who attended Iron Eagle's
bike night knew him as a regular. Many others also knew him from his annual ride
around the lake, I had the pleasure of hanging out with Papa Ross and his wife Barb
many times. He was a man who kept in good spirits regardless of what life threw at
him. He will be missed by many people including myself. There was a memorial service
held at the Moose lodge. The turn out was incredible. There was no mistaking how
many lives his good nature touched.
In other news I'm proud to announce that our Sargent at Arms Rocker and his lady
Alexa just gave birth to a baby boy. Daniel Rodney is the new fellows name. It was
a rough pregnancy for Alexa and she spent the last month of it in the hospital.
Rocker spent every night by her side and it was tough on him too. At this time the
little guys not quite ready to come home yet, so things are still tough on them.
Hopefully he'll be able to go home soon!
This month was the annual ride to the capital. From what I heard most of us ,
including myself, missed an awesome event. I'm sure Strongbow and Slo Mo have more
on that. Even though I didn't make the capital run, I did help out that weekend at Palm
Beach Harley for their annual chili cook off. I'd like to thank those that helped out
at that event. The weather wasn't very good and the turn out was light. Regardless,
we helped spread the word of our mission. Motorcycle rights, safety and awareness
while having a good time. I went around through the crowd handing out our bumper
stickers. They are very popular and I frequently see them on the road. I'd like to
encourage our members to grab a handful and hand them out to other bikers. It
doesn't cost them a dime and helps spread awareness.
Until next month, ride safe and watch your asses.

Nighthawk - Vice President ABATE Palm Beach
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Legislative & Delegate Report
Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson

This month will all be about the Tallahassee Rally. I want to thank
Willie for trailoring my bike so I could do the Ride to the Capital.
I kept right up with the pack! By the time we were getting ready for
the ceremonies, we had news on the Senate’s version of the Stiffer
Penalties bill in committees. It had been reworked a bit to prevent
any problems with inclusion of motorcycles, bicycles, pedestrians
or other means of transportation and change of jail time to house arrest (which they
pay for) in case of only injury. The committee wanted to add amendment that in case
of death blood test MUST be taken instead of officer’s choice. That works for us.
Why do Right of Way Violators get off with little or no penalty? The President of
ABATE Gulf Coast Chapter (Pensacola) reported they had been following the issue
closely and a judge spoke to them as to why that happens. In those case the judge
ONLY gets report that the defendant failed to yield right of way – NO report of
causing accident, injury, death of past infractions. So the judge is likely not to know
or realize the real story. So it becomes important to education the victim or his
lawyers of this. ABATE was acting as an advocate (with victim/family permission) at the
hearing to prevent a light fine or sentence. This is something that should be done for
all bikers, we need to follow cases and inform them of these options.
Then I was off to the offices of our twelve Representatives and six Senators through
the maze of the Capital. I had prepared a packet with a letter of introduction about
ABATE, and to invite them to our meetings. Included a Master Link, tri-folds of our
Safety Program and Membership. I was able to speak mostly with their aides. I
recognized Mary Brandenburg (D) House District 89 in the hall and had a good
conversion with her. Her husband Pete is running for her seat and may be visiting us.
I also had the chance to meet with William Snyder (R) House 82 (up for re-election),
Mark Pafford (D) House 88, and Joe Negron (R) Senate 28 (up for re-election). I also
met with staff members for Joseph Abruzzo (D) House85 (for re-election), “Mack”
Bernard (D) House 84 (re-election), and former FL Senator 30, now US Representative
19 Ted Deutch (D) who has to re-run for that seat in November. He told us present
House 86 Maria Sachs (D) is running for State Senator Dist. 30 that (Rep.) Deutch
left vacant. Ms. Sachs seems to be an ABATE supporter by the poster she had up in
the Capital. All in all, I think made great start to working with our legislators as I
plan to meet them when I’m on summer break and they are at home offices.
APRIL 28 NO MR. SPEAKER, YOU CAN'T KEEP THE BIKE House members honored House
Speaker Larry Cretul on Wednesday for stepping into the breach following the
resignation of former Rep. Ray Sansom, R-Destin. Members chipped into to buy Cretul,
a motorcycle fan, a pair of leather riding jackets, a helmet and a license tag saying
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"Speaker". They wheeled a motorcycle into the chamber, but it was just for show.
Cretul's spokeswoman told reporters that the bike was not part of the deal.
You can find additional information on the Tallahasse Freedom Rights Rally and
legislative issues on our web site at www.abatepalmbeach.com/legislativenews.html

ABATE Palm Beach Chapter elections process has started!
Come to the meeting and meet the candidates. Remember this is your
chapter! Elections are open for another month and voting is at the
June Meeting. See next page for the Nominees.
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Doing It Again MAY 11th

Come one, come all, come on out and support your chapter
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FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK
To: PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS
Date:
MAY 2010
A few reminders....
The next state meeting is on June 12in hosted by the Gulf Coast Chapter in
PENSACOLA.
Well tallahasse is over with and I was unable to go due to the chili cookoff, but from
what I understand we all need to give “slo mo” and big round of applause, as willie
was kind enough to trailer his bike up and slo mo did the ride to the capitol. From
what I understand he kept up with the group and enjoyed the ride, congrats slo mo.
As mentioned on earlier pages, elections nominations are in process. We have had a
lot of new people stepping up and getting involved. That is so nice to see. Come out
and meet the candidates and don’t forget elections are at the June meeting. Your
membership must be current and you must be on-time in order to vote.
the sales of our new chapter nonspecific shirts went so well we have decided to
order again, this time a different shirt, so come to the meeting and check it out. We
only order a small amount, so don’t be late or you’ll miss it. We also will have a new
shirt in June.
I would like to send a special thank you to david and vivian pacheco for their help
setting up for the chili cook-off. The weather was not the greatest, and I think vivian
needed an aspirin or 2, but their help with the event was so much appreciated. Also,
nighthawk, misty, cb, big bad fred all lended a helping hand throughout the day. If
I missed someone, don’t think that your help wasnt appreciated because it was!
Our event is coming up in June, we will be having sign up sheets for the event. Come
lend a hand for an hour and then enjoy the party. Its at homerun and we will need
people from set-up to break-down, so there is plenty of time throughout the day that
we will need some help, plus its always a lot of fun.
don’t forget to support your chapter the second Tuesday of each month at HOME
RUN’s bike nite. If you have never been, it’s a great time. Also, we will be having a
biker appreciation on May 15th at island jack’s. Both events will have great music,
and the chapter runs a 50/50. Come out and have some fun with us! come out and
support your chapter.
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NCOM NEWS BYTES

compiled and edited by Bill Bish

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
MOTORCYCLE THEFTS FALL Motorcycle thefts in the US fell by
13% to 56,093 last year from 64,492 in 2008, the biggest
drop since 2007 according to the National Insurance Crime Bureau in an April 13th
statement. Honda was the most stolen brand accounting for 24% of the thefts,
followed by Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki and Harley-Davidson, said the NICB citing National
Crime Information Center data.
The recession prompted lower bike sales and a decrease in production, pushing
motorcycle thefts down for a third consecutive year. Sales of new bikes fell 43%
in 2009 from the year-earlier period, according to the Motorcycle Industry Council.
Likewise, the Japanese Automobile Manufacturers Association reported a 47.4%
decrease in motorcycle production last year.
Recovery rates have declined along with thefts, with only 30% of the stolen bikes
recovered in 2009, compared with 41% in 2006, NICB data show.
The top five states for motorcycle theft were warm-weather ones: California, Texas,
Florida, North Carolina and Georgia, together accounting for 39% of the total.
It should be no surprise that the summer months of July (6,319); August (6,079);
and June (5,672) saw the most theft activity while the fewest thefts were recorded
during the winter months of December (2,927); February (3,100); and January
(3,570).
The best way to prevent theft is to keep your motorcycle out of sight or covered up
and secured to an immovable object with a good through-the-frame lock in addition to
the steering lock.
MAINE REQUIRES MOTORCYCLES TO DISPLAY INSPECTION STICKERS Maine Governor John
Baldacci on April 9, 2010 signed LD 1675 into law, requiring the state's 50,000
registered motorcycles to carry inspection stickers that are "completely and clearly
visible from the rear" starting in 2012.
A bill that started in the state legislature as a broadly worded bill to quiet noisy
motorcycles evolved into a measure requiring riders to display inspection stickers
when Maine's Transportation Committee concluded that 38% of Maine motorcycles
aren't inspected, noting faulty and noisy motorcycle mufflers would fail annual
inspections.

Continued
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The bill also sets up a task force to explore other methods of reducing motorcycle
noise, including sound testing, and report to the Transportation Committee by January
15, 2011.
LD1675 passed the Maine House by a vote of 104-33 on March 22. The Senate
passed it April 5, with no tally released.
MOTORCYCLE SAFETY BILL PASSES IN OKLAHOMA "Gunner's Bill" has been signed into
law by Oklahoma Gov. Brad Henry, providing for the state’s first comprehensive
motorcycle safety program.
HB 2264, authored by state Rep. Mike Christian and state Sen. Steve Russell, allows
the state to add a $3 fee, designated for motorcycle safety and education, to the
existing cost of registering a motorcycle. It also establishes a revolving fund into
which the money is to be deposited.
Rep. Christian said the legislative action was necessary because motorcycle
registrations continue to increase in Oklahoma; therefore, without training and
prevention efforts, vehicle crashes involving motorcycles are likely to increase.
According to the Oklahoma Tax Commission, there were 115,381 registered
motorcyclists in the state in 2008, a 14.3% increase over 2007. Motorcycle
fatalities increased 17.6% during the same period, and injuries increased 21.4%.
HB 2264 is known as "Gunner's Bill" in honor of Robert "Gunner" Catcher, a
motorcyclist who died after being struck by a pickup in 2009. The driver of the truck
said he did not see Gunner.
“I heartily salute each and every one of ABATE of Oklahoma's and the OK
Confederation of Clubs volunteer officers and members, and look forward to our
continued success working together in the spirit of unity to make Oklahoma the best
state in which to ride,” said Tiger Mike Revere of ABATE of OK and a member of the
Board of Directors of the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM).
Also signed into law was SB 1670 - a bill that changes the makeup of the Oklahoma
Motorcycle Safety Advisory Committee. “So, not only will we generate about
$400,000 each year but we will also have a substantial say in how it is spent,”
commented John Pierce, ABATE Legislative Coordinator.
WYOMING BIKERS WORK WITH CITY TO PROMOTE MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS The Casper
City Council voted unanimously to pay for motorcycle-safety billboards in the coming
months, with Wyoming Central ABATE picking up the campaign halfway through the
riding season. The council approved $5,400 in grant money to pay for four
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billboards from April through July, when Wyoming Central ABATE would begin paying
for the billboards with its own message to run through October.
The push for motorcycle awareness stems from two high-profile accidents involving
motorcyclists last summer, including an ABATE member who was killed by a leftturning Hummer. The accidents prompted Wyoming Central ABATE to meet with city
officials and hash out a plan to increase awareness of motorcycles among drivers.
The Casper Police Department applied for grant money from the Wyoming Department
of Transportation to be used on a “campaign targeting the reduction of the number
and severity of motorcycle crashes in the Casper area,” according to a city memo.
MICHIGAN HELMET LAW REPEAL REPEAT? Once again, Michigan legislators are moving
to repeal the state’s 40 year old mandatory helmet law, but their governor
threatens veto action.
In late March, the House voted 63 to 46 to approve an amendment to the current
Michigan Helmet Law which would allow motorcycle riders 21 years old and older
to operate their motorcycle without a helmet as long as they carry $20,000 or
more in insurance.
The bill now goes to the Senate for consideration. If the Democratic-led House and
Republican-led Senate both approve as they have in the past, the bill would again go
to the governor for her signature or veto. Proposals to eliminate or ease the law
were passed by the House and Senate in 2005/2006 and 2007/2008, but Gov.
Jennifer Granholm vetoed both measures.
ABATE of Michigan and the Michigan Confederation of Clubs continues to hold sway
in the Legislature using arguments that include personal freedom and economic
impact. The Democratic governor leaves office next year and is not seeking reelection.
MOTORCYCLE ADVISORY COUNCIL SURVEYS ROAD CONDITIONS The Motorcyclist Advisory
Council (MAC) to the Federal Highway Administration has made recommendations to U.S.
Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and his predecessors on various topics,
including 1) Barrier design; (2) Road design, construction, and maintenance practices;
and (3) The architecture and implementation of Intelligent Transportation System
technologies.
Of special significance was the creation and approval of the yearly Motorcyclist Road
Conditions Survey, which can be accessed at http://tinyurl.com/ykbqsr6.
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The purpose of the survey is to better communicate to the MAC, road construction
engineers, and transportation safety officials the specific needs of motorcyclists
that should be considered when developing new roadways or altering existing routes.
The MAC-FHWA coordinates and advises the Secretary of the Department of
Transportation on infrastructure issues of concern to motorcycle riders, and is
comprised of ten members of the motorcycling community with professional expertise
in national motorcyclist safety advocacy. James “Doc” Reichenbach II, State President
of ABATE of Florida and Chairman of the Board of the National Coalition of
Motorcyclists (NCOM) serves on the MAC as one of two members representing state
motorcyclists’ organizations.
ANTILOCK BRAKES MAKE MOTORCYCLES SAFER With motorcycle ownership
skyrocketing from 4.3 million to 10.4 million over the past decade, and a
corresponding increase in rider deaths and injuries, two new studies have found that
equipping motorcycles with antilock brakes makes them much safer.
The studies, one by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety and the other by the
Highway Loss Data Institute, found that bikes with antilock brakes are involved in 37%
fewer fatal accidents per 10,000 registered vehicles and reported 22% fewer
accident damage claims per insured vehicle year.
Stopping a motorcycle is trickier than stopping a car. For one thing, the front and
rear wheels typically have separate brake controls. In an emergency, a rider faces
a split-second choice to either brake hard, which can lock the wheels and cause an
overturn, or hold back on braking and risk running into the emergency. This is when
antilock brakes can help by reducing brake pressure when they detect impending
lockup and then increasing the pressure again when traction is restored. Brake
pressure is evaluated multiple times per second, so riders may brake fully without
fear of locking up.
Until lately, such crash avoidance technology as antilock brakes has primarily been
available only on larger, more expensive motorcycles, but they are now available on
60 new models.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is considering whether or not
antilock brakes should be mandatory on motorcycles.
OUTLAW BIKER 101 Law enforcement officers from across the country gather each
year at a heavily guarded secret location for annual training on “combating biker
gangs”:
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As quoted directly from promotional material for the course: “Outlaw Motorcycle
Gang Investigations: From the Inside - Combating Biker Gangs, from the International
Association of Undercover Officers: A five day (36 hour) training program for law
enforcement officers, prosecutors, corrections personnel and criminal analysts
addressing the problems and pitfalls of investigations of Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs.
The instructors, have managed, supervised or directly participated in investigations
of Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs throughout the United States. The investigative
techniques they used will be presented. Also, the many pitfalls and mistakes they made
will be graphically demonstrated. Due to the sensitive nature of the training program
and threats of physical harm to some of the speakers, the exact location of the
training program will only be revealed to those who register. Special security will
be maintained and only certified law enforcement officers with proper identification
will be admitted.”
As one of America’s foremost authorities on biker discrimination, Minnesota Aid to
Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) attorney Steven O’Brien, who also serves as legal
counsel to the Confederation of Clubs of Minnesota and ABATE of Minnesota, applied
for the course last
year but was denied admittance with the written admonishment that he would be better
suited to attend the NCOM Convention. O’Brien was instrumental in getting the nation’s
first and only biker anti-discrimination law on the books in Minnesota, and then was
successful in getting the new law upheld by the courts when an ABATE member was
denied service at a bar.
For like-minded bikers concerned with preserving Freedom of the Road, the Silver
25th Annual NCOM Convention will be held Mother’s Day weekend, May 6-9, 2010 at
the Orlando Airport Marriott, 7499 Augusta National Dr., Orlando, Florida. Reserve
your place in history now by calling the National Coalition of Motorcyclists at (800)
525-5355 or visit www.ON-A-BIKE.com. A special NCOM room rate is available by
calling the Marriott hotel at (800) 380-6751.
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “The story of America's quest for freedom is inscribed on her
history in the blood of her patriots.” Randy Vader, American author/composer
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Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting
VFW POST 4143
May 15, 2010
11:30 am
Directions: 2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd,
go east to Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on east side. Bike Parking
is on south side of building.

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to
legislative actions and events around the state and throughout the country.
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists rights.
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state
and national level.
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their
legislators.
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness.

