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EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
You are encouraged to submit letters about abate related to events, articles, photographs, commentaries,
etc. please do not submit Slanderous or accusing letters, profanity or nudity. Abate of florida, inc, will
not accept any advertising that discriminates against any type of motorcyclist
DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES
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President’s Message
Brothers and Sisters,
I watched a broadcast of Meet The Press Sunday morning
3/21/10 just hours before the vote was to be taken on Obama’s
“Health Reform Bill” and a discussion that ensued between Rep. John Boehner (R-Ohio);
Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-Md., I hope and pray America was watching. I saw what in my opinion
was the most flagrant display of arrogance and audacity I have ever seen from a U.S.
House Representative. Mediator David Gregory asked Rep. Hoyer if he thought there
were enough votes to pass this Bill. His answer was “we are going to pass this Bill”.
When Rep. Boehner responded and commented he spoke of the dangers of this Bill being
passed and the trashing of the best Health Care system in the world, also stating that
the majority of the American people oppose this Bill, Rep. Hoyer responded again “we
are going to pass this Bill”. David Gregory then referred back to polls taken clearly
showing that the majority of American’s were not in favor of this Bill, again Rep. Hoyer
responded “we are going to pass this Bill”. It was exactly the same kind of blatant
arrogance we saw during Obama’s campaign propped up by the media “this is going to
happen regardless of what you Americans want, the fix is in and there nothing you can
do about it”.
As we have seen over the past year that’s pretty much the way everything has been done
and in my opinion that’s the way it’s going to stay until these people are voted out.
Despite the warnings from those who opposed and voted against Obama stating that “if
he gets this Health Care Bill through it’s the beginning of the end for America as we
knew it”. Well, here we are, if this isn’t enough of a reason for people to get out and
vote this congress out you can expect things are going to get a whole lot worse. I don’t
even want to think about what’s next because this is just the beginning. It ‘s not too late,
people that believe in this country are trying to alert others to join them, a movement
has begun and we all need to be aware of the fact that this government has chosen to
take us in a new direction whether we like it or not.
This is an excerpt from a letter written by a Constitutional law instructor. The 9th
Amendment that provides: The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall
not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people; The 10th
Amendment states: The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor
prohibited by it to the States, are preserved to the States respectively, or to the
people. Under the provisions of this piece of Congressional handiwork neither the
people nor the states are going to have any rights or powers at all in many areas that
once were theirs to control.
This is not about health care; it is about seizing power and limiting rights... Article 6 of
the Constitution requires the members of both houses of Congress to "be bound by oath
or affirmation to support the Constitution." If I was a member of Congress I would not
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President’s Message - Cont’d
be able to vote for this legislation or anything like it, without feeling I was violating
that sacred oath or affirmation.
If I voted for it anyway, I would hope the American people would hold me accountable.
For those who might doubt the nature of this threat, I suggest they consult the source,
the US Constitution, and Bill of Rights. There you can see exactly what we are about to
have taken from us.
Michael Connelly
Retired attorney,
Constitutional Law Instructor
Carrollton , Texas
Our current representatives have failed us and allowed this to happen. We’re seeing our
voice being silenced by those who were elected by misinformed, misguided sheep, we the
people, the majority are being bullied and our opinions swept aside. Ah, when did we vote
on the Health Care Reform Bill as citizens of this country, when were the elections
held? They weren’t, we elected people from our communities, from our towns, our cities
and counties divided up into districts and they are supposed to act as your voice. Now,
how are they supposed to know what’s on your mind, what your concerns are for the
future of your country, our country, your family and our nation if you don’t let them
know?
Do you think for one split second that these representatives have a clue as to how we
live, they think Health Care means that you don’t pay anything for doctors to keep you
in the hospital as long as you want. The majority of these people are former lawyers or
law students before getting into politics. The majority are people of privilege they were
born into wealthy families, if you look at our current congress none of them have ever
held a job or have any business experience. That includes Mr. Obama himself, he
supposedly taught law but those records are sealed, along with his original Birth
Certificate and school records from day one. As a Senator, he never passed a single
piece of legislation. He was too busy raising funds for civic organizations with an obvious
socialist agenda.
Thank you Opera and all your political peeps in Chicago and let’s not forget the
manipulated media and the manipulating network executives for their roll in getting Obama
and his “frat rat’s” elected. I know I was not alone in realizing that the fix was in and
there was nothing anybody could to do to change that long before the election was
over. We were going to have a black president, because it was a cool thing to do. And
that my Brothers and Sisters of the Boomer era is a direct result of generation X, the
experiment that failed and the mentality of their offspring.
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President’s Message - Cont’d
Do you remember who lowered our educational standards in the 60’s, who removed the
pledge of allegiance and prayer for our nations classrooms in the 70’s that spawned
the me generation of the 80’s and allowed America and our culture degenerate and
continue to degenerate itself through the apathy, complacency and acceptance of
parents who failed to see what was really going on. The plan was in full swing by the
late 80’s and it was working perfectly, the classrooms of America became holding pens
for forced integration of students who actually were there to learn but denied because
of Socio psychopathic behavior and intimidation by their peers, threatening violence on
those who didn’t conform to their way of dressing, speaking and acting.
Video games became the new playground for pre middle school children, often extremely
violent and explicit in their content and that became their reality. Teachers can no longer
teach and discipline is no longer in our vocabulary for fear of retribution or legal
action by parents.
Suicide is becoming a childhood disease due to the pressure put on this generation of
over medicated, drugged, misguided, misled and confused adolescents have been pushed
to the limits of their capacity to know what was expected of them, other than to win at
all cost. Failure means rejection by all, failure to conform and independent thinking has
become unacceptable rendering them incapable of distinguishing right from wrong,
unable to use what was left of common sense and rational which has left them helpless
and incapable of making a simple decision.
Which in my personal opinion was the plot and plan of the socialist political figures
lurking in our government for over nearly fifty years. Their experiment is working, by
cultivating generations of misinformed, misguided, uneducated mindless sheep that they
can now control through a corrupt media and socialist propaganda because they’re ok
with letting someone else do everything for them. The only way to take back this country
is for those who believe in America, our constitution and our freedom of choice to get
out to the polls and vote them out NOW while we’re still the majority, maybe the sheep
will follow if they see “everybody” else doing the same thing.
God bless, those young men and women of our Armed Forces who haven’t fallen into the
abyss of complacency and have chosen to make their commitment and sacrifice to
protect and serve America and the American people. We owe it to them to do our part to
protect America, our rights and freedoms on the home front. What’s it going to be
America, U.S.A. or U.S.S.A.?

Strongbow
president@abatepalmbeach.com
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"
You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.
YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.
WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.
"FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact:

Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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MEMBERSHIPS DUE
MARCH
John McIntosh
John "Thirsty" Wright, JR
Heidi "Scooterbelle" Wright
Jami "Smoothie" Sidell
Anthony Derosa
Gordon "Postal" Koehl
Pete Dotoraros

Allen "Butterbean" Smith
Diane "Dixie" Walker
Robert "Jagz" Varela
Glenn "Capt Glenn" Rosenberger
Donna "Mom" Rosenberger
Andrew "Magoo" McGookin
Daniel "Sneeky Snake" Coffman

APRIL
Richard LeFort
Scott "Wrong Way" Worobey
Fred Tseng
Edward Kraus
Florie Wilcox
Paul Collins
Bob "Mac Man" Mac Gillivray
Mariano "Popeye" Castelli

William "Gunner" Whittaker
James "Budda" Renner
Thomas "Framer" Wurth
Patrick "Peace Keeper" Ross
James "Ripper" Sansenbach
Deborah "Sissy" Sansenbach
Charlie Cona
Ian "Hawk" Broder

Mark Baxter
Scott "Last Stand" Reinhardt
Antonio Gianninni
Stacy Cusack
Glyn "Blue" Joy
Deani Funk

MAY
Daniel Henderson
Frank "Taz" Rinaldi
Don Burke
David Levin
Bill Grotto
Chrissy Fennell
Christine Fontaine
Joanne "JoJo" White
Deborah Knelson
Donna Curl
J.P. "Freak" Gordon
Jennifer "Witch" Link
Jeffrey Bramlett
Louie "L.D.L." Dalip

J
Gregory Unphress, Jr.
Kathy "Cookie" Cook
Karen Brady
Tyra "Trouble" Moran
Christopher "Craft" Cifelli
Byron "Shoes" Walker
Charles "Grumpy" Schroeder
Kenneth "Gnome" Smith
Steve "Bone Breaker" Hilborn
Robert "Preacher Bob" Jordan
Dave "Dave Tona" Murray
Raymond "I hear yea" Mamone
E

Lauren "Lo" Damman
Bob "Harley Bob" Parkes
Kurt Liebla
Wilson "Willie" Shafer
Diane "Lady Di-2" Bradford
Allen "Fireball" Shearer
Cynthia "Hotfoot" Shearer
Martha "Roadkill" Ledford
Sharon "Mighty Mouth" Taylor

JUNE
Bill 'Boca Bill' Welch
Chuck "Mailman" Ennis
Denis "Pepe" Lessard
Kevin Delburn
Arthur "RP" Brode
Mysti Dampier
Scott "Blacky" Black
Gus "Greek" Coffinas
John "Sawgrass" Dorie
Robert "Unkle Bob" Tosetti
Ken "Deep Sea" Soule

Bree Ann Boroff
James "Slim" Pickens
Bernie "Bondo Bernie" Korkowski
Mark "Animal" Lips
Frank "Rizzo" Kennedy
Gregory Orr
Geno "Eyeball" DiPol
Adrion Shabert
Vishad "Trini" Saroop
Billy "Billy Boat" Pinkerton
Robert "Scuttle Butt" Caswell

Rod "Cloud Walker" Labar
Greg "Whale" Thorn
Frank "Needles" Carnevale
Mark "Duke" Woodard
Paul "Shitter" Waibel
Kathy Ambrose
Pete Tufo
Denise "Goddess" Schotting
Ida "Lady J" Joy

Your membership expires the last day of your expiration month. To avoid cancellation of
AD&D insurance, please renew your membership in a timely manner. Also be sure to notify us
of any change of address to continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink
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Vice President’s Message
Dear Fellow ABATE Members,
Well spring has finally arrived. Unfortunately it hasn't gotten
off to a good start for us Palm Beach County bikers. Marcia
passed away from her long battle with lymphoma. She was a
regular at Iron eagles bike night and known by all the other
regulars. Also Robert Muller of the CMA was involved in a fatal
motorcycle accident. Gibby with the Enforcers MC passed away from injuries he
received in another accident. All these people will be missed and my condolences go
out to their families during this tragic time.
There is more bad news. While traveling together down US 1 a bunch of our brothers
and Sisters from the States MC had an unfortunate incident with a cager causing
several of them to go down. Ripper and Sissy were riding together when their bike
went down. At the time I'm writing this Sissy is still in a coma. She also has a broken
hip, broken ankle and other injuries. These are serious injuries and I hope that she
can make a speedy recovery. My best wishes go out to Ripper and the States MC
family during this tragedy
.
So with spring off to a bad start, I'm asking everyone to watch their asses out there!
Maybe it's because of the longer, colder, and wetter than usual winter we had. The
cagers forgot they share the road with us since they hadn't been seeing us as much
this winter!
I'm going to finish this months message with the hopes that next month message has
less bad news and more of the usual dribble. So I'm going to give you the same advice
that I always give new riders. Ride like your invisible and NEVER assume that they see
you. That assumption could cost you your life! Until next time, please ride safely

Nighthawk
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach
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True Words of Wisdom
These are possibly the 5 best sentences you'll ever read:
1.

You cannot legislate the poor into prosperity by legislating the wealthy out
of prosperity.

2.

What one person receives without working for, another person must work
for without receiving.

3.

The government cannot give to anybody anything that the government does
not first take from somebody else.

4.

When half of the people get the idea that they do not have to work,
because the other half is going to take care of them, and when the other
half gets the idea that it does no good to work because somebody else is
going to get what they work for, that my dear friend, is the beginning of the
end of any nation.

5.

You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it.

Submitted by: Big Bad Fred ABATE P.B.C.
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Living Beyond Limits
Friend,
You can join some organizations by merely saying, “I want to be a member,” and
perhaps going through a rather innocuous initiation. I belong to one of those that
includes most, if not all, of the U.S. astronauts. It’s a ‘secret society,’ with a
password and response, and some silliness about buying drinks for people in bars if
you fail to give the right answer to a standard question.
Others groups are so restrictive as to require ‘blood pacts,’ or the
performance of some action so egregious that we don’t want to even acknowledge that
they could touch our lives. Many gangs are like that, trading antisocial behavior for
a sense of belonging to something larger than oneself. Most of us don’t belong to
those.
Even though there is no formal fee structure or visible organization, those
who drink or smoke tobacco or use drugs belong to specific social groups. If they
try to get away from those activities, the social group, if not the chemical itself, puts
pressure on them to continue the self-destructive behavior. Escaping the activity
often means losing the social fabric in which the individual in embedded…and quite
often, those in the ‘non’ groups may not be initially accepting. It is easy to fall back
into what one is used to.
We may choose other ‘belonging’ activities that we perceive as beneficial,
joining organizations that promote our careers or help us learn new skills. Some of
the required activities may not be good for us. One good friend became involved in a
social and charitable organization only to find that a lot of the activities centered
around alcohol consumption. He was able to shift the group from slamming down
huge quantities of cheap rum to savoring quality…but the group still drinks a lot.
There are organizations that require a certain level of specialized training or
education. Quite often, as the financial cost of participation goes up, so does the
prestige of the members, and the cost of their services.
I do know that when I recently moved my stove, I wanted a licensed electrician
pulling that 220-line. When I go to the doctor, I want and expect a person to know
what they are doing. And the dentist that works on my teeth? My dentist removed my
mercury fillings in 2001 because I had elevated blood mercury. I was very glad to
work with someone who had the knowledge to place dental dams in my mouth and put me
on oxygen so that the vapors from drilling out that old “silver” wouldn’t further
poison me.
When one young man came to me to prepare his resume, I asked him to tell me a
number volume of the work he had done. “Put down what you think sounds good,” he
told me.
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“It’s not what sounds good,” I said. “I just need an actual number.”
“What sounds good is fine,” he replied. “I lie good.” (sic)
I had to explain to him that no one was going to hire an admitted liar, so he might
want to take that word out of his vocabulary.
Another case I heard of personally was a young woman who included university
degrees she had never earned in her list of accomplishments, which is, apparently,
very commonly done. As long as the individual doesn’t get caught, it seems to work.
Name-dropping is another tool people use to inflate their importance. But what is the
real message?
We know, they have not paid their dues. In many cases, if we have paid the dues,
gotten the education, put in the time, and made the sacrifice, we are offended that
someone else claims what we worked for.
When someone adds something they have not earned, they are saying that who
they are and what they have done, is not enough. That may be the case, but it is also
dangerous. Even though the fabric is well-embroidered, if the underlying threads are
weak, it tears.
Is it enough for us to know that their self-esteem is so low that they feel they
have to lie about who and what they are? Is their lying dangerous to us? How do we
define enough?
Copyright ã 2006 All rights reserved
Sandra Jean Kischuk, Professional Coach

SUBMITTED BY: STRONGBOW
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- Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson
Legislative Delegate and Webmaster
ABATE FL Palm Beach Chapter

Legislative & Delegate Report

Local Election News
ELECTIONS COMING UP

4/05 Early Voting Begins - Special General Election U.S. House 19
4/11 Early Voting Ends - Special General Election U.S. House 19
4/13 Special General Election - U.S. Congress, Dist. 19
I have yet to get any information back on the soon to be election for US Congress 19.
Even our lobbyist has not gotten any information. Searching the web it would appear that
Deutch is an Obama Democrat. Lynch (Rep) and McCormick (Ind) might be our best choices
but I hope that doesn’t split vote against us. Be sure to check our Legislative page on
our site ABATEpalmbeach.com as have hopefully given you access to sources to help you
decide. I found one side where putting in your address gets you all kind of info so be
sure to look for it on elections subpage. Note the dates for the closest election and
get out and VOTE. Wish I could but found I am one of few not in that area.

Legislative Update From State ABATE office

3-31-2010 The Senate version of our Stiffer Penalties Bill (SB 1918), has yet to be
heard in it's first committee. The first committee is scheduled to be the Transportation
Committee and it's next meeting is Wed. April 7th.
The Senate has many Bills to get through and we need to get this Bill on the agenda for
this committee meeting so it can get off the ground. The Chairman for the Transportation
Committee is Sen. Andy Gardiner from District 9 (Western parts of Seminole, Orange, and
Osceola Counties)
Please call his Tally office at 1-850-428-5047 and as that he includes SB 1918 on the
agenda for the April 7th Transportation Committee Meeting.
Please send this request to people in your Chapter that would be willing to call his
office. We need your help on this one, so please help.
Remember last year when the State of Florida raised the driver's license fees and the
taxes on your vehicles? Well, there is a Bill moving thru both the Florida Senate (SB
2036) and the Florida House (HB 99) that would decrease these fees and taxes to the
previous level.
With last year's decision to raise the fees, renewing a driver's license went from $20 to
$48 and registering a new car jumped from $100 to $225. Lawmakers also boosted the
amount of money going to the state from the sale of specialty license plate from $14 to
$33, meaning that with organizations collecting between $15 to $25 per plate, a
specialty plate could cost nearly $60.
In addition to returning the prices to previous levels, SB 2036 would also credit drivers
who paid the higher fees between Sept. 1, 2009 and August 2010. You did read that
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correctly, you would get a credit if you paid the higher fees.
Why the change of heart? State transportation officials have told lawmakers that
registrations have been off about 1.5% and specialty tag sales fell 67% statewide in
November through January

Texting While Driving Bills Update

A Florida Senate committee approved three bills regarding texting while driving a motor
vehicle with varying levels of restrictions. The Senate Transportation Committee did not
decide yesterday which of the measures (SB 448, 244 and 324) was too hot and which
was too cold. Rather than picking one course in a single bill, the panel approved all
three.
The most stringent of the measures, SB 244 by Sen. Frederica Wilson (D-Miami) would ban
all cell phone use in cars without hands-free devices, while the least restrictive, SB 324
by Sen. Carey Baker (R-Eustis) would limit the ban to drivers under 17. The third measure,
SB 448 by Sen. Nancy Deter, was amended to ban using cell phones for texting or e-mail
for all drivers, but punishable only if the driver is first pulled over for something else.
That may have been done to win support from lawmakers reluctant to impose restrictions
on personal behavior.
Having each been approved by the Transportation Committee, the texting measures will all
next go to Communications, Energy, and Public Utilities and Transportation and Economic
Development Appropriations committees, where they may possibly be combined.

Miscellaneous Bills Update

Just a few miscellaneous Bills that are moving through the legislature that might be of
interest to you who enjoy fishing and those that enjoy a smoke in the privacy of your own
car. These are not motorcycle related in any way (unless you sit on your bike while fishing
or smoke while taking your children for a ride on your motorcycle).
SALTWATER FISHING FEE NOT A KEEPER, SENATE THROWING IT BACK
Last year the Legislature instituted a fishing license requirement for people to fish from
the shore or beach, which had never been required before. The $7.50 fee was expected
to be paid by about 120,000 anglers. It wasn't very popular, and the Senate Ways and
Means Committee on Thursday approved a Bill (SB 1514) to repeal it.

SMOKING IN CARS WITH KIDS

The House Roads, Bridges and Ports Committee may continue a workshop on a Bill (HB
1411) that would allow enhanced penalties for drivers who are pulled over for
something, and then found to be smoking in their car with kids in the car. The bill is
sponsored by Rep. Kevin Ambler (R-Tampa), and is obviously controversial for its
implications on the rights of government to control personal behavior.
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FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK
To: PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS
Date:
APRIL 2010
A few reminders....
The next state meeting is on APRIL 17-19 in TALLAHASSEE. If you have never been
and you like to ride, this is the ride to take. If you think the ride up might be too
much, talk to other chapter members, there is a group that are trailering their
bikes up Saturday and still doing the ride into the capital on Monday. It is
something that every member of ABATE should experience once. The ride, the
ceremony in the rotunda and of course see all the legislative representatives for
our area. The more that stand in the rotunda, the more everyone sees that bikers
do care and do have a voice, numbers talk! As mentioned in our last meeting, the
chapter is offering to pay for an the room of anyone that would like to go. COME
TO THE NEXT MEETING AND SIGN UP.
As mentioned in the last chapter meeting, I am looking for someone to help with the
production of the newsletter. My current job position is changing and I would
like to be prepared. Anyone interested please feel free to e-mail me at :
newsletter@abatepalmbeach.com or call me at 561-445-4874.
Come out and support your chapter on the second Tuesday of each month at HOME
RUN’s bike nite. If you have never been, it’s a great time. al, the owner of home
run puts out a nice free buffet, the music is great and the chapter runs a 50/50.
Come out and have some fun with us! come out and support your chapter.
As events pick up, this gives us many opportunities to set up our membership/safety
table and get the word out about ABATE, upcoming legislative issues, etc. We have
many people who have stepped up and taken a box so that we can do this, but these
people will also need help. If you have an hour to spare for one of these event
table set-ups please notify rio at the next meeting. We should be having a table at
the “Chili Cook-off” at West Palm Harley on April 18TH. Stop by the table and
offer to give someone a break.
I still have a few of the new shirts available, see me after the meeting.
I would like to send out my personal prayers and ask that all of you say a prayer
for States MC member and also a member of our chapter “Sissy” who is still in
the hospital.
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NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
HALF A BILLION E-CYCLES TO HIT THE ROAD Worldwide sales of
electric powered two-wheel vehicles are set to explode over
the next six years. According to a recently released study by
U.S. based firm, Pike Research, 466 million e-bikes, e-motorcycles and e-scooters will
be on the road by 2016.
“Demographics and economics are aligning to create a strong market opportunity for
two-wheel electric vehicles,” Pike's industry analyst Dave Hurst told Cycle Canada. “In
some countries, these vehicles will be engines of economic growth, while in others
they will be signals of broader consumer behavioral shifts.”
Not surprisingly Hurst claims that China will dominate the global electric two-wheel
vehicle market, representing more than 95% of sales during the next six years. Ebikes will hold a 56% share of the market, predicts Hurst, followed by emotorcycles at 43% and e-scooters in distant third with less than 1%.
HOUSE COMMITTEE APPROVES LANE SPLITTING IN ARIZONA A bill to allow “Lane
Splitting” in Arizona has been unanimously approved by legislative committee.
Also known as white lining, or “filtering” as it is commonly referred to in Europe,
motorcycles are allowed to weave between lines of cars in heavy traffic. Such
practice is legal in the United States only in California and Washington, D.C., but
HB2475 would allow lane splitting through stopped traffic in Maricopa County only
to begin with for a one-year trial starting next year.
“The biggest factor on this bill is SAFETY and to try and reduce the number of rear
end accidents,” said Mick Degan, lobbyist for the Modified Motorcycle Association
(MMA) of Arizona. “DPS is behind and support of this bill along with AAA.”
Also advocating for the measure is former California cop Ted Storck who wrote to
the Arizona Republic newspaper; “As an ex-Los Angeles police officer, I support
House Bill 2475, which would allow Arizona motorcyclists to split lanes. It is
allowed in California and has proven to be safe. I never once investigated an accident
where a motorcyclist had an accident due to passing other vehicles in the same lane
when the freeways were slow or stopped. However, it did result in more and more
people riding motorcycles, cutting down on traffic congestion. Even the head of the
California Highway Patrol agrees that this California law should remain in effect. He
agrees it cuts traffic congestion and has not resulted in any extra risk to
motorcyclists or other vehicles.”

Continued
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The lane splitting bill, sponsored by Republican Rep. Jerry Weiers of Glendale, has
already cleared two committees in the House and faces a floor vote soon before it
can be considered in the Senate.
OHIO MEASURE WOULD MAKE MOTORCYCLE PARKING SAFER Buckeye bikers will be able
to back their motorcycles into angled parking spaces, under legislation unanimously
approved by the Ohio House on March 10. Substitute House Bill 204, sponsored by
Rep. Tom Letson, D-Hubbard, passed 96-0 and now heads to the Ohio Senate.
Under existing state law, motor vehicles parked on public streets and highways cannot
face into traffic. That poses a problem for people who drive motorcycles, which don't
go in reverse, Letson told reporter Marc Kovac, Dix Newspapers Statehouse Bureau
chief. For angled parking spaces, motorcyclists have to physically push their bikes
into traffic, creating a dangerous situation.
Letson's bill would allow cycles to be backed into angled spaces, instead. "Many of
you are probably asking why this is necessary or what this even means," Letson said.
"...The purpose for this legislation is to increase safety on Ohio's roadways and to
ease the unnecessary burden on Ohio motorcycle drivers.”
HIGHWAY SIGNS DELIVER A MESSAGE Some of the best riding roads are in California,
and a new campaign aims to make the roadways safer for motorcyclists by lighting up
over 700 changeable freeway message signs saying "Share the road, look twice for
motorcyclist."
Following years of lobbying and letter-writing, ABATE of California is now working
with state officials to utilize Amber Alert electronic message boards, when not in
official use, to display the motorcycle awareness alert to millions of commuters
daily.
ABATE Executive Director Anthony Jaime says the joint effort with CalTrans, the
California Highway Patrol and the California Motorcycle Safety Program “highlights
the impact that grassroots
organizations like ABATE can have on their government when they actively become part
of the process of governance rather than just sitting back and being governed."
The signs displayed the messages statewide for a one-week period during peek drive
times, and serves as an example that other states can easily follow since it doesn't
cost anything extra to do.
Similarly, HB2351 would require the Iowa DOT to use electronic message boards on
Hawkeye highways to flash "Watch for Motorcycles" during May for Motorcycle Safety
and Awareness Month.
MORE NOISE ABOUT NOISE Across the country, more and more communities are
exploring efforts to silence noisy motorcycles, but in Maine a bill that began as a
broad measure to cut back on loud pipes has evolved into a proposal to force
motorcycle riders to display vehicle inspection stickers on their bikes.

Continued
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During hearings, the House Transportation Committee connected the noise problem to
reports that nearly 40% of Maine motorcycles aren't inspected. Faulty and noisy
mufflers would fail motorcycles in annual inspections, so the measure was amended to
require an inspection sticker be visibly affixed to the rear of the bike either on a
mounting plate or on a rear fender or frame.
The bill, which also calls for a study of motorcycle noise, has received initial House
approval but still needs to be approved by the full House and Senate.
A Racine, Wisconsin city panel has voted 4-0 recommending a newly written ordinance
that would create a $100 fine plus court costs for "disorderly conduct with a motor
vehicle." It would outlaw, in a motorized vehicle, "violent, dangerous, abusive,
unreasonably loud or otherwise disorderly conduct." That would include: squealing
tires; revving an engine; unnecessarily blowing a horn; sudden veering or
acceleration; and popping wheelies on a motorcycle.
The Culpeper Town Council Ordinance Committee has recommended that the Virginia
municipality repeal its existing noise ordinance because it is legally unenforceable in
light of recent court decisions. "The ordinance can't be enforced the way it is written,"
Mayor Pranas Rimeikis said of town noise regulations that rely on "a reasonable
person" finding a sound too noisy.
The town's movement to repeal its ordinance, and possibly replace it with a decibelbased measurement, is based on a Virginia Supreme Court ruling from last April that
found a similar ordinance in Virginia Beach was unconstitutionally vague. In January,
the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the state court's decision, denying a review of it as
requested by the city.
PATCH HOLDERS DENIED ENTRY TO FLORIDA FAIR About 50 bikers from an array of
clubs rolled into the Florida State Fair looking for a good time, but because of the
patches on their vests, they were refused entry and turned away. Fair rules, enforced
by the Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office, ban gang colors or signs.
But a lawyer representing the bikers says their First Amendment rights have been
violated. "They're trying to stifle people's rights by using a blanket policy," said
Florida Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) Attorney Jerry Theophilopoulos. "It's
suppressing their right to associate in public."
The banned bikers belong to a wide variety of clubs, from the Outlaws MC to Christian
clubs such as the Spirit Riders, and the New Attitudes, a group of clean and sober
riders.
"The clubs that were with us, none of them have ever gotten into fights at the fair,"
Theophilipoulos told the St. Petersburg Times. "They're not street gangs, and they are
being lumped together." The bikers’ lawyer said he called the Sheriff's Office Sat to
tell the agency the bikers were coming, and he was told that if they wore their
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colors, they wouldn't be let in. They tried to go, anyway. "Sometimes you have to make a
statement, to stand up for what you believe in," said Jerry T, who also serves as legal
counsel for the local Confederation of Clubs.
MOTORCYCLE INDUSTRY ASKS CONGRESS TO AMEND LEAD RULES The Motorcycle
Industry Council (MIC) has delivered nearly 4,000 letters to Congress signed by
motorcycle industry professionals who have had their livelihoods impacted by the lead
provisions of the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act (CPSIA).
"We believe these letters along with the other communications will help add to the
momentum encouraging Congress to amend the CPSIA's lead content provisions to
exclude youth vehicles," said MIC chairman Larry Little.
The CPSC recently requested flexibility to grant exclusions from the lead content
limit to address certain products including youth vehicles in a Jan. 15 report to
Congress.
The MIC stressed three key reasons why youth ATVs and motorcycles should be
excluded from the CPSIA's lead content provisions: 1. The lead content poses no risk
to kids. Experts estimate that the lead intake from kids' interaction with metal parts is
less than the lead intake from drinking a glass of water. 2. The key to keeping youth
safe is having them ride the right size vehicle. Kids are now at risk because the
availability of youth ATVs and motorcycles is limited due to the lead ban. 3. The lead
ban hurts the economy for no good reason when everyone is trying to grow the
economy and create jobs. MIC estimates that a complete ban on youth model vehicles
would result in about $1 billion in lost economic value in the retail marketplace
every year.
WEIRD NEWS: HOG VS. HORSE ACCIDENTS In a landmark 1985 study, Dr. J.L. Firth
estimated that while "a serious incident can be expected at the rate of 1 per 7,000
hours of motorcycle riding, serious injury rates exceeding one per 350 horse riding
hours have been described, making horseback riding 20 times more dangerous than
motorcycling." As far as injuries go, horseback riding leads to more spills on average
than motorcycling.
According to www.bookofodds.com, the odds a person will visit an emergency
department due to a horseback riding accident in a year are 1 in 3,837. Most of these
accidents are caused when a horse bucks or bolts, throwing the rider, and female
injury rates are typically higher.
The odds a motorcyclist will be injured in an accident in a year are 1 in 82.55. The
odds a motorcyclist will be killed in an accident in a year are 1 in 1,488, about the
same odds a person will be diagnosed with breast cancer in a year (1 in 1,506). And
the odds a rider killed in a motorcycle accident in a year was not wearing a helmet are
1 in 2.39.
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POLICE IN ENGLAND ISSUE RIDERS HI-VIS VESTS Thousands of British motorcyclists are
being stopped by police for not wearing high-visibility clothing. Beginning in March,
riders will be stopped and given lectures on “being seen” as well as reflective vests
to put on over their jackets or leathers.
The Motorcycle Action Group says the tactics are a step towards compulsory hi-vis
clothing or reduced insurance pay-outs for riders in dark kit. “We’re advising all
riders stopped without obvious cause in order to deliver these lectures to make a
stand by lodging formal complaints. If police time is tied up too much they may soon
drop this tactic.”
QUOTABLE QUOTE: "We may never have tyrants… but if we should have them, they will
seek to accomplish the downfall of free government, not by directly overriding the
Constitution, but by using the forms of law
to strangle and subvert its spirit." Charles
S. May (1875)

SAVE THE DATE - MAY 6-9, NCOM
CONVENTION
The 25th annual NCOM Convention will be
held Mother’s Day weekend, May 6-9, 2010
at the Orlando Airport Marriott, 7499
Augusta National Dr., Orlando, Florida. This
annual gathering will draw bikers’ rights
activists from across the country to discuss
topics of concern to all motorcyclists, so
reserve your room now for the special
NCOM rate of $89.00 by calling (800) 3806751.
Meetings, seminars and group discussions
will focus on safety issues, legal rights,
legislative efforts and litigation techniques
to benefit our right to ride and Freedom of
the Road.
Registration fees for the 25th Annual NCOM Convention are $75 including the Silver
Spoke Awards Banquet on Saturday night, or $40 for the Convention only. To preregister, call the National Coalition of Motorcyclists at (800) 525-5355 or visit
www.ON-A-BIKE.com.

And that's all the News that fits!

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073

Check your mail label for
membership expiration

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting
VFW POST 4143
APRIL 10, 2010
11:30 am
2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on east side. Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Directions:

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and
events around the state and throughout the country.
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all
motorcyclists rights.
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national
level.
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness.

