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President’s Message
Brothers and Sisters,

We have come to the crossroads this is where we must
come together like we never have before. We have to look
deep into our individual conscience and decide if we are ready to do something our
forefathers probably never imagined us, as Americans would have to do, take back
our country. I for one have a difficult time understanding how things ever got so
far, being born in the fifties and growing up in what was in my opinion the greatest
time in our history. What we did and more importantly what our parents had done a
decade before putting before us a road map and a challenge. They were and still
are the greatest generation. They taught us values and respect for ourselves and
for others, you bow your head during a prayer and you stood at attention and
covered your heart with your right hand when you made your pledge of
allegiance or when the flag passed before you. We learned common sense that
told us you never throw a bullet into the campfire or spit into the wind. They
handed us the most incredible opportunities to succeed and take the technology
and innovation they developed to the moon and beyond, they were still there for
us, they flew the missions. They gave us freedom without boundaries; they gave us
everything we needed to carry on with their legacy, to live and die to keep our
constitutional rights and to keep America the greatest nation on earth and we did.
They wanted us to have a better life than they had, and we did. Many still lived
with the memories and horrors of WW II and Korea, they were still with us when
young men were being called upon to fight yet another war, we were their sons.
They were there when we returned, only they would understand.
It’s our turn to show those that are still with us; their sacrifices were not in
vain. Are we brave enough and committed enough to do what needs to be done, to
take back our country from a “dysfunctional congress,” from our so-called
leaders in government? “Senator Evan Bayh (D) of Indiana announced last week he
would not run for reelection. "Even those in office know the truth of our
message. He went on to say, "...we need to vote out the partisans who care more
about their political fortunes than the country." This comes but days after a New
York Times / CBS News poll that says, “Just 8% of Americans want the members of
Congress reelected.” I can’t for the life of me figure out whom those 8% are or
who the 15% are who say they approve of the job Congress is doing.
So, what will we do? Will we whine, bitch and cry while our country is being sold
out from under us and watch our constitution be trashed by anti-American
socialists who have the audacity to tell us we are not allowed to pray to God in
whatever manner we chose, by whatever faith we follow. To remove the crosses
from the graves of our fallen hero’s at Arlington, to remove “In God We Trust”
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President’s Message - Cont’d
from everything it graces and leave the future of our children and our
children’s children to live as subjects. Are we ready to remove those partisans
who do nothing for America and if anything at all only to protect their own
interests? Are we ready to hold these people accountable for their actions or in
most cases non action; Democrats and Republicans alike, they put themselves up
on a pedestal and let the banks and insurance company’s screw around with your
money, your livelihood, your personal lives in general and don’t expect someone
would dare pitch a stone at them sooner or later, they’re lucky somebody hasn’t
because it wouldn’t be a stone.
This country was not founded by two parties. It was never indented to be a two
party system and our constitution wasn’t written by members from two parties.
Thomas Jefferson stated “ If it was that I had to go to Heaven with a party, I
would not go at all.” Partisanship, breeds contempt, contempt halts progress
and non-productivity spells economic disaster, dependency on others and will
eventually turn us all into slaves of the state. We have independent candidates
that have had real answers and real solutions to what has been dragging this
country down to third world status. They were unsuccessful in convincing people
that you don’t need to be a Democrat or a Republican to serve your country. As
you can see, those least qualified are already there. Only 8% of congress has
any successful business experience. Would you allow 8% of the entire populous
of America make any decisions on how to run this country, more importantly our
lives?
We had candidates that have spoken at our state meetings for both State and U.S.
congressional seats, one who is running for Governor, I got to admit two of them
had me in their corner until one waved off a simple question as to whether they
would support legislation to reinstate mandatory drivers education programs in
the Florida school system. Ms. Dockery’s response was “Oh, I don’t know where
we would be able to find the money to pay for that” and immediately took another
question about something totally removed from anything to do with motorcycles
and why we were there. I really wanted an opportunity to ask another question and
possibly offer an answer as to where there supposedly existed a source of
revenue. Wasn’t the Florida Lottery started to fund education in Florida? Why are
there school closings and budget cuts, discontinued programs and teachers out
of work throughout the state of Florida when the Florida Lottery is generating
$18,000,000,000 that’s $18 Billion dollars a year. The other candidate is
running for a seat in the U.S. Senate. I had seen him at another meeting prior and
he made the same speech twice. It sounded great the first time, but the second
time it sounded like a pitch. The other three reminded me of Billy Mays.
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President’s Message - Cont’d
“No man’s Life, Liberty, or Property is safe while the Legislature is in session.”
That is of course unless you’re standing over them with a bat in one hand and a
copy of the U.S. Constitution in the other. Maybe that’s exactly what we need to
do; this is not a time in history to allow backroom deals and legislation to pass
without being represented. We’ve already seen the results of that in only one
year, we simply cannot allow this to continue, we have the chance of a lifetime to
do what needs to be done and preserve the rights and freedoms as they were when
they were passed down to us. They call us “Boomers” but we are indeed the one’s
the greatest generation entrusted to carry on with what America stands for and
that damned sure isn’t socialized anything. In my opinion the mask is off and the
con is over, it’s time to take back America. Don’t count on the two generations
that precede us to do anything; they’re just ok with someone else doing
everything for them regardless of the price. By the time they’re faced with the
harsh reality of what our current government is trying to do we’ll all be walking
around wearing uniforms, herded into government subsidized housing and standing
in ration lines for everything from food to medical care.
The first thing we need to do is vote the majority of Congress out as a shot
across the bow, secondly, we need to start demanding that our elected officials
are accountable to the people that put them there, us. The third thing is to dope
slap these spoiled brats that think the world owes them something by cutting off
their allowance, by that I mean stop giving them everything they want to stop them
from whining and crying, after all they are the one’s who voted these people into
office. We may not have had all the technology they have but let’s not forget we
invented it for them. Obviously the experiment went totally wrong, instead of
raising the bar through higher education standards we gave them a pat on the
tushy and told them it’s ok to fail, we’ll make it all better for them. We need to
give them a glimpse of the future by showing them what has happened in the past.
Because of their complete lack of understanding history they don’t remember
Hitler, Stalin, Mao Se Tong or Saddam Hussein and what happens to a society that
allows the government to run their lives, they have no idea how close we are to
losing everything our forefathers had fought and died for. It’s time for some
tough love and a lesson in personal responsibility and accountability. It needs to
happen now.
Legislative sessions have just opened in Tally and there are some Bills we have
been watching closely, The Stiffer Penalties Bill has been revised and is in
committee, there are 16 versions of the cell phone Bill that will eventually be
rolled into one. There is a movement called “Focus” being spearheaded by the
mother of a child that was killed in an accident involving a tractor trailer and a
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President’s Message - Cont’d
school bus where the driver of the semi was on a cell phone, apparently she and
Focus have the attention of some key legislators and will probably be better
received. I will be able to give everyone a better idea of where we stand in next
months issue. Meanwhile check our web site for updates and press releases as we
receive them.
I hope everyone will consider attending our Freedom Rights Rally in Tallahassee
April 16th through the 19th with the ride to the Capitol being Monday the 19th.
This is the most important thing we can do as members of ABATE Of Florida during
this pivotal and critical mid term election year. It’s up to us, we must help to turn
this country around or quite possibly lose everything our country was founded
on and the America we know and love.
Ride Free, Ride Safe

Strongbow
president@abatepalmbeach.com

“The danger to America is not Barack Obama but a citizenry capable of entrusting a
man like him with the presidency. It will be easier to limit and undo the follies of an
Obama presidency than to restore the necessary common sense and good judgment to
an electorate willing to have such a man for their president. The problem is much
deeper and far more serious than Mr. Obama, who is a mere symptom of what ails us.
Blaming the prince of the fools should not blind anyone to the vast confederacy of
fools that made him their prince. The republic can survive a Barack Obama. It is less
likely to survive a multitude of fools such as those who made him their president.” -Author Unknown

0UR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS ARE WISHING KAREN A SPEEDY RECOVERY

WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE HOME AND RECOVERING
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"
You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.
YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.
WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.
"FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact:

Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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MEMBERSHIPS DUE
FEBRUARY
Joey "Uncle Joey" Wiseley
Quentin "Dr. Q" Youngberg
Patrick "Poleman" Moreno
Wayne "Deke" Deker
Francky McGowan

Robert McGowan
Allen "AW" West
Russel Shaske
Susan Casey

MARCH
John McIntosh
Dennene Baumann
John "Thirsty" Wright, JR
Heidi "Scooterbelle" Wright
Jami "Smoothie" Sidell
Anthony Derosa
Gordon "Postal" Koehl
Mari Novay
Judy Luff

Pete Dotoraros
Allen "Butterbean" Smith
Diane "Dixie" Walker
Robert "Jagz" Varela
Glenn "Capt Glenn" Rosenberger
Donna "Mom" Rosenberger
Andrew "Magoo" McGookin
Daniel "Sneeky Snake" Coffman

APRIL
Richard LeFort
Scott "Wrong Way" Worobey
Fred Tseng
Edward Kraus
Bill "TJ" Hayes
Florie Wilcox
Don "DB" Bachmann
Paul Collins
Bob "Mac Man" Mac Gillivray
Daniel Henderson
Frank "Taz" Rinaldi
Don Burke
David Levin
Bill Grotto
Chrissy Fennell
Christine Fontaine
Joanne "JoJo" White
Deborah Knelson
Louie "L.D.L." Dalip
Gregory Unphress, Jr.
Kathy "Cookie" Cook

Mariano "Popeye" Castelli
William "Gunner" Whittaker
James "Budda" Renner
Thomas "Framer" Wurth
Patrick "Peace Keeper" Ross
James "Ripper" Sansenbach
Deborah "Sissy" Sansenbach
Charlie Cona
Ian "Hawk" Broder

MAY
Karen Brady
Tyra "Trouble" Moran
Diane "Lady Di-2" Bradford
Christopher "Craft" Cifelli
Martha "Roadkill" Ledford
Allen "Fireball" Shearer
Cynthia "Hotfoot" Shearer
Byron "Shoes" Walker
Charles "Grumpy" Schroeder
Sharon "Mighty Mouth" Taylor
Kenneth "Gnome" Smith
Steve "Bone Breaker" Hilborn
Robert "Preacher Bob" Jordan

Daniel "Go-T-Dan" Crooker
Mark Baxter
Frank Ferry
Scott "Last Stand" Reinhardt
Antonio Gianninni
Stacy Cusack
Glyn "Blue" Joy
Deani Funk
Dave "Dave Tona" Murray
Raymond "I hear yea" Mamone
E
Donna Curl
J.P. "Freak" Gordon
Jennifer "Witch" Link
Jeffrey Bramlett
Lauren "Lo" Damman
Bob "Harley Bob" Parkes
Kurt Liebla
Wilson "Willie" Shafer

Your membership expires the last day of your expiration month. To avoid
cancellation of AD&D insurance, please renew your membership in a timely
manner. Also be sure to notify us of any change of address to continue
receiving your newsletter and Masterlink
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Vice President’s Message
Dear Fellow ABATE Members,

This months message starts with my thanks to all those that
attended our biker appreciation party at Turn 3. I'd especially like
to thank the members of The Brotherhood who attended, your
support is truly appreciated. Everyone had a great time, so if you
weren't there, you missed a good time!
We had a good bunch of us ride from up in the northern part of the county down
together for the party. I'd like to see more of us riding together. I think part of the
problem in getting our group together for rides is distance. Palm Beach County is
very large. It can take an hour to ride from one border to the other and our
members are equally spread out. This is not something that we haven't recognized in
the past. We have recently set up a text alert system for any of the rides Rocker or
myself are attending. We give info on meeting times and places. Most times its to meet
up with other member groups so that we may all ride in together. I think we need to
expand on this by also having someone in south county doing the same and coordinating
with Rocker or myself. Showing the support shown to us by other organizations is
very important. I suggest that those of us in the northern part of the county try to
make an effort to be at the events in the counties just to the north. The same for
those down south, to get to the Broward and Dade events.
Well spring is almost here and I for one can't wait! I'm tired of this unusually cold
weather that we've been having and will be happy to ride without all the extra crap.
As I write this, Bike Week in Daytona has just gotten underway. Oh and it's gonna be
cold at night. So don't forget all that extra crap! Your gonna need it. I hope we have
some members help out up at the campground this year. For those riding up, ride safe
and remember. There are a lot of inexperienced riders, intoxicated riders and morons
in cages busy texting on their cellphones. All unintentionally gunning for you! Pay
attention on the road and ride safe. Know your limitations and keep within them. Most
of all, watch out for the other guy and NEVER assume they see you.

Nighthawk
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach
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Chili challenge
While many were making their way to the first weekend of daytona, AOA West Palm
Beach held their first annual chil cookoff. Contestants included Two-Tone’s wife,
Papa Bear from Papa Bear’s Den, Wings of Gold, and Strongbow, President, Abate
Palm Beach Chapter. The weather was great for the event and many had a chance to
sample the contestants entries. As we know, there are many Chili cookoffs
throughout the year and there is always that one at each event that everyone knows
is going to be the winner, but competition is always fierce, from table set up to
presentation of the entry. Their were 4 entries in the competion and 4 “unknown”
judges, so one never knew who might be sampling, whether they were just sampling
or a judge. At the end of the day with some contestants scraping bottom to offer
seconds, the judging was complete, and the winner was..........
Strongbow, President, Abate Palm Beach Chapter
and a joke recently sent to us by:
Agostino “Gus” Tullio - Abate Palm Beach Chapter

“Chili”
I went to Home Depot recently while not being altogether sure that course of action was
a wise one. You see, the previous evening I had prepared and consumed a massive quantity
of my patented 'you're definitely going to shit yourself' road-kill chili. Tasty stuff,
although hot to the point of being painful, which comes with a written guarantee from me
that if you eat it, the next day both of your butt cheeks WILL fall off.
Here's the thing. I had awakened that morning, and even after two cups of coffee (and all
of you know what I mean) nothing happened. No 'Watson's Movement. Despite the chilies
swimming their way through my intestinal tract, I was unable to create the usual morning
symphony referred to by my dear wife as 'thunder and lightning'.
Knowing that a time of reckoning HAD to come, yet not sure of just when, I bravely set
off for Home Depot, my quest being paint and supplies to refinish the deck. Upon entering
the store at first all seemed normal.. I selected a cart and began pushing it about,
dropping items in for purchase. It wasn't until I was at the opposite end of the store from
the toilets that the pain hit me.
Oh, don't look at me like you don't know what I'm talking about. I'm referring to that 'Uh
Oh, Shit, gotta go' pain that always seems to hit us at the wrong time. The thing is, this
pain was different. The chilies from the night before were staging a revolt. In a mad rush
for freedom they bullied their way through the small intestines, forcing their way into
the large intestines, and before I could take one step in the direction of the toilets which
would bring sweet relief, it happened. The chilies fired a warning shot.
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There I stood, alone in the paint and stain section, suddenly enveloped in a toxic cloud the
likes of which has never before been recorded. I was afraid to move for fear that more
of this vile odor might escape me. Slowly, oh so slowly, the pressure seemed to leave
the lower part of my body, and I began to move up the aisle and out of it, just as an
orange aproned clerk turned the corner and asked if I needed any help.
I don't know what made me do it, but I stopped to see what his reaction would be to the
toxic non-visible fog that refused to dissipate.. Have you ever been torn in two different
directions emotionally? Here's what I mean, and I'm sure some of you at least will be able
to relate. I could've warned that poor clerk, but didn't. I simply watched as he walked into
an invisible, and apparently indestructible, wall of odor so terrible that all he could do
before gathering his senses and running, was to stand there blinking and waving his arms
about his head as though trying to ward off angry bees. This, of course, made me feel
terrible, but then made me laugh. .......BIG mistake!!!!!
Here's the thing. When you laugh, it's hard to keep things 'clamped down', if you know what
I mean. With each new guffaw an explosive issue burst forth from my nether region. Some
were so loud and echoing that I was later told a few folks in other aisles had ducked,
fearing that someone was robbing the store and firing off a shotgun. Suddenly things
were no longer funny. 'It' was coming, and I raced off through the store towards the
toilet, laying down a cloud the whole way, praying that I'd make it before the grand
explosion took place. Luck was on my side. Just in the nick of time I got to the john,
began the inevitable 'Oh my God', floating above the toilet seat because my ass is burning
SO BAD, purging. One poor fellow walked in while I was in the middle of what is the true
meaning of 'Shock and Awe'.. He made a gagging sound, and disgustedly said, 'Son-of-abitch!, did it smell that bad when you ate it?', then quickly left.
Once finished and I left the restroom, reacquired my partially filled cart intending to
carry on with my shopping when a store employee approached me and said, 'Sir, you might
want to step outside for a few minutes. It appears some prankster set off a stink bomb in
the store. The manager is going to run the vent fans on high for a minute or two which
ought to take care of the problem.'
My smirking of course set me off again, causing residual gases to escape me. The
employee took one sniff, jumped back pulling his apron up to cover his nose and, pointing
at me in an accusing manner shouted, 'IT'S YOU!', then ran off returning moments later with
the manager. I was unceremoniously escorted from the premises and asked none too kindly
not to return.
Home again without my supplies, I realized that there was nothing to eat but leftover chili,
so I consumed two more bowls. The next day I went to shop at Lowe's.
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- Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson
Legislative Delegate and Webmaster
ABATE FL Palm Beach Chapter
“Good news everyone the Florida Senate just filed our Stiffer
Penalties Bill and it is number SB 1918.”
Legislative & Delegate Report

“A House panel took on cell phones Wednesday – sifting through a
half-dozen bills aimed at cracking down on distracted driving.
The push to regulate texting or general cell phone use has become one of the most
popular issues advanced by lawmakers heading into the spring session. But central to
the debate: whether police should be able to issue citations solely for behind-thewheel cell phone use, or whether tickets could be issued only if drivers are stopped
for other traffic offenses.
Once a single Bill comes forward I will pass it on to you.”
“Here are two more up-dates on a couple of Bills that we are watching.
HB 97 Street Racing Creates "Luis Rivera Ortega Street Racing Act"; revises penalties
for violating provisions prohibiting certain speed competitions & exhibitions. ABATE
supports this Bill has been passed as Favorable with CS by Roads, Bridges & Ports
Policy Committee on Wednesday, February 17, 2010 12:00 PM
CS/HB 297 Vehicle Crashes Involving Death Requires that defendant arrested for
leaving scene of crash involving death must be held in custody until brought before
judge for admittance to bail. Last Event: Now in Criminal & Civil Justice Appropriations
Committee on Wednesday, February 17, 2010 9:21 AM”
Darrin "Scribe" Brooks, State Legislative Trustee, ABATE of Florida, Inc.
So the bills continue to go through committees. Check the ABATE State for status of
all bills of interest. I’m sure our men in the Capital will be watchful of any helmet
laws slipping in. We need now to start writing the Senators and Representatives to be
sure to vote for the bills we want. While we wait for the vote, now is the time to
prepare for our VOTE.
I’m working on updating our Legislative pages and getting the candidate information for
you to use. Work is coming along but getting hard to find more about the candidates
so I’m
glad for any help with this matter. We will be losing two local friends in State
Senators Jeff
Atwater (Dist 25) and Dave Aronberg (Dist 27) as they go for higher office. We have
a lot fo work to do. So be sure to visit abatepalmbeach.com and Get involved! AND
VOTE!

24 ISSUE 2010-03 VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

MARCH, 2010

25 ISSUE 2010-03 VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

MARCH, 2010

FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK
To: PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS
Date:
MARCH 2010
A few reminders....
The next state meeting is on APRIL 17-19 in TALLAHASSEE. If you have never been
and you like to ride, this is the ride to take. If you think the ride up might be too
much, talk to other chapter members, there is a group that are trailering their
bikes up Saturday and still doing the ride into the capital on Monday. It is
something that every member of abate should experience once. The ride, the
ceremony in the rotunda and of course see all the legislative representatives for
our area. The more that stand in the rotunda, the more everyone sees that bikers
do care and do have a voice, numbers talk!
IMPORTANT NOTICE: DUE TO ABATE STATE MEETING IN TALLAHASSEE AND LEESBURG,
THE APRIL MEETING HAS BEEN CHANGED TO APRIL 10TH, SAME TIME, SAME PLACE.
Due to the efforts of many, we have some new advertisers and renewals of some
advertisers that have been with us for a while and i would like to extend my
appreciation for their support of the chapter; new advertisers - US Military Vets,
Fla MC Palm Beach County have an open house every 3rd Sunday at their new
clubhouse, starts at 12:30 pm. If your out for a ride, or have nothing to do,
stop by and show your support as they are supporting us. BMG CYCLE in boca, and
also a member of abate palm beach chapter, has shown his support by renewing his
ad and he has a great bike wash on saturdays with ladies clad in bikinis, (no matter
what the weather) they are out their to wash your bike. Renewals of: LEGION
RIDES POST 268, TURN 3, AND DYNASTY CYCLE, we appreciate your continued
support of the chapter.
As mentioned in the last chapter meeting, I am looking for someone to help with the
production of the newsletter. My current job position is changing and I would
like to be prepared. Anyone interested please feel free to e-mail me at :
newsletter@abatepalmbeach.com or call me at 561-445-4874.
Due to calendar events picking up, Daytona, etc. We don’t have a biker appreciation
planned for this month, but don’t forget to come out and support your chapter
on the second Tuesday of each month at HOME RUN’s bike nite. If you have never
been, it’s a great time. al, the owner of home run puts out a nice free buffet, the
music is great and the chapter runs a 50/50. Come out and have some fun with us!
come out and support your chapter.
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As events pick up, this gives us many opportunities to set up our membership/safety
table and get the word out about abate, upcoming legislative issues, etc. we have
many people who have stepped up and taken a box so that we can do this, but these
people will also need help. If you have an hour to spare for one of these event
table set-ups please notify rio at the next meeting. We should be having a table at
the “chili cook-off” at west palm harley, and nam knights “rock-n-roll” event in
may. These are events that many of you attend. Stop by the table and offer to
give someone a break.
As mentioned in the vice president’s message, we are looking for someone in the
south part of the county with a high tech phone that can do the text message
system for ride updates. This system has become very useful to keep those
interested on going on rides updated as to any upcoming rides an/or changes due to
weather, etc.
Also coming up in on may 5 & 6th is the NCOM convention in orlando. This is
something again, like tallahasse that everyone should experience. You will see
that it is not only abate out their fighting for out rights. It is a very informative
event for the biker community.
for those that missed the last meeting, we introduced our new shirts and i have to
say they sold like hotcakes. These shirts, as they are not chapter specific, sold
extremely well at the turn 3 biker appreciation party that evening. I still have
some left, so see me after the meeting to get yours.
I would like to send out my personal prayers and ask that all of you say a prayer
to a member and advertiser that went down this month. Karen from dynasty cycles
went down and thankfully is now recovering at home. Dutch, also of military vets
went down and also is recovering at home. I wish them both a speedy recovery.
IMPORTANT DATES - MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
APRIL 10TH - MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETING CHANGE - SAME TIME, SAME PLACE
APRIL 17-19th - ABATE STATE MEETING IN TALLAHASSEE
MAY 5 & 6TH - NCOM CONVENTION
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NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
BIKERS SUPPORT BROWN IN HISTORIC SENATE VICTORY
Scott Brown captured the national spotlight in his bid to replace the late
Senator Ted Kennedy of Massachusetts, and he is a modern American
success story, rising from relative obscurity to be the first Republican in decades elected to the U.S.
Senate in the most liberal Democratic state in the country.
Paul Cote of the Massachusetts Motorcycle Association joined newly-elected Senator Scott Brown at
his victory celebration at the Park Plaza Hotel in Boston following his shocking election upset. The
MMA worked with Sen. Brown’s campaign in gratitude for his support of motorcyclists’ legislation
over the many years he has served in the state legislature.
“Since last September, when the Massachusetts Motorcycle Political Action Committee (MMPAC)
supporters started gathering signatures to get Scott Brown on the ticket for the US Senate Special
Election, we have knocked on doors, stood outside grocery stores and even ‘hung out at the landfills’
to get Scott elected,” said Rick Gleason of MMPAC.
Not only is Brown a biker-friendly politician, but he rides a Victory motorcycle!
S.C. SUPREME COURT HEARS MYRTLE BEACH HELMET LAWSUITS South Carolina's
highest court heard oral arguments Wednesday, February 3 over whether a city can require motorcycle
riders to wear helmets, despite the lack of a state law requiring the practice. State law doesn't require
riders 21 and older to wear helmets, but in an effort to get rid of two bike rallies held there each year,
the Myrtle Beach city council voted unanimously in 2008 to pass 15 ordinances intended to dissuade
bikers from coming to town, including the controversial mandatory helmet law for motorcycle riders
and passengers of all ages.
Justices peppered an attorney for the city with questions over what they seemed to view as the intent of
the ordinance -- not to make Myrtle Beach's roads safer for bikers, as had been argued, but to drive the
bike rallies away from the Grand Strand.
Representing his brother Bart, who leads a pro-bike rally group of business-owners and is challenging
a ticket he received for not wearing a helmet, State Representative Thad Viers argued to the five
justices that a state law governing traffic ordinances spells out what local governments are allowed to
do regarding
traffic laws. Viers filed more than 30 pages of briefs containing multiple sections supporting his
various legal arguments against the city helmet ordinance.
But Virginia-based A.I.M. Attorney (Aid to Injured Motorcyclists)Tom McGrath, who argued before
the court representing 49 helmet law protesters who were ticketed, filed a much shorter brief, saying,
among other things, that most of the arguments don't matter because the city's ordinance is at odds
with state law, and for that reason alone it should be tossed out.
"The gist of the city's arguments is that it has the right to do whatever it wants to do as long as it
declares something to be a public nuisance and decides to abate it," McGrath's brief begins. "...If the

Continued
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ordinances conflict with state law, the ordinances are void. If the ordinances are void, their underlying
merits are irrelevant."
Now it remains up to the State Supreme Court to decide the issues, and it may take months to render a
ruling. McGrath has his hopes up; “Based on the questions the Justices asked the attorney for the City
it seems the Court likely will render a favorable opinion for freedom. Hopefully, we won’t be
disappointed.”
MOTORCYCLE CLUB WILL SEND PATCH INTO SPACE The South Houston chapter of the
Los Carnales / La Familia law enforcement motorcycle organization has been given the opportunity to
send items into space on the Space Shuttle Mission STS-134 on July 29th this year.
It will be the first motorcycle club represented in space. The club has developed a special patch for the
occasion. It has Los Carnales / La Familia Nation with both the state of Texas and California on it.
INDUSTRY REPORTS BAD YEAR FOR CYCLE SALES 2009 was a bad year for bikes, with the
Motorcycle Industry Council reporting the lowest sales in a decade. The MIC noted a 40.8% drop in
sales from the 2008 season, with roughly 520,502 bikes sold in 2009 compared to 880,000 that were
sold in 2008.
The MIC reports monthly sales of most major motorcycle manufacturers, including: BMW, HarleyDavidson, Buell, Honda, Kawasaki, KTM, Triumph, Yamaha, Suzuki, Victory, and the Piaggio Group.
The MIC also creates estimates on all non-reporting manufacturers.
With non-reporting sales included, the total sales for 2008 was 1.1 million according to the MIC, and
though last year’s total hasn’t been tabulated yet, it is expected that 2009 will break a six-year streak of
sales above the 1 million mark.
The biggest drop in sales occurred in the scooter category. Scooters boomed in 2008 as gas prices
reached record highs.
As the economy begins to stabilize again, the MIC predicts that motorcycle sales will begin to
increase.
TENNESSEE “LEMON LAW” MAY SOON INCLUDE MOTORCYCLES Tennessee's "Lemon
Law" may soon be extended to include motorcycles, if the legislature takes action on a measure
sponsored by Representative Vince Dean, of East Ridge.
Dean says motorcycle buyers should have the same rights as people buying cars and trucks that don't
perform properly. He says any mechanical and structural problems can be more dangerous for
motorcycle riders.
The measure moved forward in a House Committee in early February, and a companion bill is
awaiting consideration in the Senate Transportation Committee.
WASHINGTON BILL ADDRESSES BIKER PROFILING In a monumental and historical vote,
the Washington State House of Representatives passed HB2511 - a bill addressing “Motorcycle
Profiling” - by a margin of 96 to 2. This landslide vote provides an indication that legislators are
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actually getting the idea that profiling is real and needs legislative relief, while the lack of opposition
was seen as a silent show of support from Law Enforcement.
During the legislative process, “It was remarkable to hear the legislators mention the organized and
well presented information from the motorcycle community,” reports Donnie “Mr. Breeze” Landsman,
Legislative Affairs Officer for ABATE of Washington.
"Motorcyclists aren't looking for special rights," Landsman said. "We want the same rights that are
afforded to every other section of the population as American citizens and as citizens of Washington
State. We aren't being given that."
The group found a champion in Rep. Steve Kirby (D-Tacoma) who introduced a bill that would force
local law enforcement agencies to adopt a written policy designed to condemn and prevent the
profiling of motorcyclists and to institute training to address the issue.
It’s illegal to profile minorities, it should be illegal to profile motorcycle riders, the bikers said. The
Washington State Patrol uses a training brochure called “Basic Biker 101” that starts with the
statement “Bikers are dangerous” and gives instructions on how to gather information about them
during traffic stops, according to David Devereaux of the Outsiders Motorcycle Club. To further
substantiate their claims of harassment, Devereaux said that when bikers showed up en masse last year
their annual “Black Thursday” lobbying day to find sponsors for the anti-profiling bill, state troopers
surreptitiously took down all their license plate numbers.
Next, the bill goes over to the Senate for consideration and will be assigned to a hearing committee,
most likely Judiciary.
“This has been a very good year for ABATE of Washington and the US Defenders of Washington,”
said Landsman. “We have worked together to make this happen, and are truly on the same page.”
OREGON RIDERS CONVERGE ON CAPITOL Motorcycle club members, independent riders
and even non-riders alike came together in solidarity in Portland to protect rights specific to bikers.
The first “call to action” by the US Defenders motorcycle group brought out over 70 bikes to the
Oregon State Capitol recently, making a positive statement of unity between clubs and independent
riders. Quiet Mike, the Information Officer for US Defenders said he was pleased with the show of
bikes, “It was an excellent turnout, the most motorcyclists we’ve had here for a long time.”
US Defenders is a movement formed from within motorcycle clubs from individual states to
implement and support motorcycle rights. The grass roots organization is supported through the
Confederations of Clubs across the country, and is composed of state “citizen biker manpower” from
Motorcycle Clubs and Coalition of Independent Riders (C.O.I.R) representatives.
Quiet Mike, who also serves as Vice-Chairman for the Oregon Confederation of Clubs said this was a
well-planned event. “We set up in the capitol so people could come and meet with their state
representative or state senator. Several people set up appointments in advance, and they were able to
express their concerns about how bikers’ rights are being affected.”
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Many people were there to discuss helmet laws, others for civil rights where profiling motorcycle club
members is concerned, and some brought up that motorcyclist fatalities caused by car drivers should
carry more serious charges than just a traffic fine.
ADULTS IN KANSAS COULD BE FINED FOR KIDS RIDING WITHOUT HELMETS Adults
could soon be fined in Kansas for allowing minors to go without wearing helmets while driving or
riding a motorcycle.
It is already illegal in Kansas for anyone under 18 to operate a motorcycle without wearing a helmet,
but currently it is the youngster who gets a ticket. Under provisions of the new Senate bill, it would
become illegal for owners of a motorcycle or motorized bicycle to permit a person under 18 to drive or
ride on their vehicle without wearing a helmet, so the adult would receive a citation too.
Use of motorcycle helmets has been on the rise nationally, according to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA), which reported that 67% of motorcyclists wore a helmet in 2009,
compared to just 48% in 2005.
SAVE THE DATE - MAY 6-9, NCOM CONVENTION
The 25th annual NCOM Convention will be held Mother’s Day weekend, May 6-9, 2010 at the
Orlando Airport Marriott, 7499 Augusta National Dr., Orlando, Florida. This annual gathering will
draw bikers’ rights activists from across the country
to discuss topics of concern to all motorcyclists, so
reserve your room now for the special NCOM rate
of $89.00 by calling (800) 380-6751.
Meetings, seminars and group discussions will
focus on safety issues, legal rights, legislative
efforts and litigation techniques to benefit our right
to ride and Freedom of the Road.
Registration fees for the 25th Annual NCOM
Convention are $75 including the Silver Spoke
Awards Banquet on Saturday night, or $40 for the
Convention only. To pre-register, call the National
Coalition of Motorcyclists at (800) 525-5355 or
visit www.ON-A-BIKE.com.
QUOTABLE QUOTE: "For the saddest epitaph
which can be carved in memory of a vanished
liberty is that it was lost because its possessors
failed to stretch forth a saving hand while yet there
was time."-U.S. Supreme Court Justice George
Sutherland (1862- 1942)

And that's all the News that fits!
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Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073
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membership expiration

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting
VFW POST 4143
MARCH 20, 2010
11:30 am
2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on east side. Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Directions:

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and
events around the state and throughout the country.
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all
motorcyclists rights.
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national
level.
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness.

