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IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT
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Published monthly (12 times a year)
Abate of Florida, Inc.
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P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073

DISCLAIMER
This official publication of ABATE of Florida, Inc.,
Palm Beach Chapter accepts no responsibility for
the comments, advertisers or opinions contained in
this publication
The submission deadline for all material intended for
publication in this newsletter is the 25th of each
month.

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
You are encouraged to submit letters about abate related to events, articles, photographs, commentaries,
etc. please do not submit Slanderous or accusing letters, profanity or nudity. Abate of florida, inc, will
not accept any advertising that discriminates against any type of motorcyclist
DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES
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President’s Message
Brothers and Sisters,
Jan. 11) -- One of the big news items out of the Consumer
Electronics Show in Las Vegas last week was technology
aimed at bringing connectivity to cars: letting drivers manage streaming music,
reply to e-mails, locate points of interest, look up Wikipedia entries, get
restaurant reviews and more while on the road.
As MSNBC put it: "Consumers are getting so accustomed to their smart phones
performing near-miraculous feats that car makers have realized that they need to
exploit the features of the devices to put some of that magic on wheels." But this
magic will come at a huge price of thousands of needless deaths -- not just
drivers under the spell, but also passengers, pedestrians and people in other
cars and you and I as motorcyclists”.
Isn't this exactly what we need? I cannot understand first of all, with all the
recent attention finally being paid to banning texting and in some states cell phone
use, and even rumblings about passing legislation for a national ban the use of
communication devices while driving, why would the auto industry be so
irresponsible as to take it one step further and include email capability? As if
things weren't bad enough. I’m beginning to think that there is some kind of huge
misunderstanding by people buying this “Smart“ technology, that they think it
makes them smarter, it doesn’t. Just because you know what buttons to push
doesn’t mean you’re any smarter it just means you’ve learned to operate
something smarter that you are.
In my opinion this has probably been the biggest contributor to the complete loss
of common sense and two generations of people who are almost completely
incapable of making a simple decision. Operating a motor vehicle is not the time
for some one to research what they should do to avoid a potentially deadly
situation. Good judgment and rational thinking is what you’ll need and you’ll need
it in a split second. This isn’t what you’re going to learn from a tech manual; it’s
something that needs to be taught during the developmental stages of a person’s
life and definitely something that needs to be apart of a mandatory driver
education program nationwide.
“More than 70 years of scientific research into traffic safety has confirmed one
thing: What is really important to traffic safety is how motorists drive. The safest
driver in the least safe car traveling on the least safe road is far safer than
many drivers in the safest cars on the road today. And a safe driver not paying
attention to driving quickly becomes a dangerous driver”. Here’s a startling fact,
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President’s Message- Cont’d
today sober drivers are responsible for 90% of the children and pedestrians
killed each year. It’s not that the auto industry isn’t aware of the problem that it
has helped to create but it continues to ignore the facts and put profits before
protection. If you notice almost every commercial, advertising new cars shows
someone driving at high speeds on winding roads or blasting through traffic and
performing high speed turns on crowded city streets.
What kind of message does this send to young people, drive fast drive distracted?
What are these marketing geniuses thinking? Shouldn’t they be held accountable,
shouldn’t the automakers be subject to class action lawsuits for promoting this
insanity? The tobacco companies were hit with billion dollar class action suites
for promoting their products. They both kill people and I’d bet there are more
people that drive than smoke these days.
If the automakers of the world really gave a damn about safety instead of pouring
millions of dollars into ways of stuffing 10 lbs. of crap into a 2 lb. box they
would develop technology to make this smart technology inoperable unless the
vehicle is stopped and the transmission is locked in neutral.
This should prove to be interesting times for the auto industry because of the
local, state and federal governments recent involvement in driver safety and
awareness, all with similar pending actions to ban texting, and/or cell phone use
including hands free and head sets. Some states already have laws in place. It is
encouraging to see this happening after 5 years of working to have legislation
brought before House and Senate committee’s in Tallahassee.
This just might be our year, with legislation being filed to support our effort
for the “Stiffer Penalties Bill” HB 875 and several forms of “Cell Phone
legislation” HB 41, HB71, SB 244, SB 324, SB 328 and SB 374 all contain
electronic communication device restrictions. The legislative sessions begin
March 2nd, the time to act is now, contact local and state representatives and ask
them to support these proposed measures.
Ride Free, Ride Safe

Strongbow
president@abatepalmbeach.com
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"
You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.
YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.
WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.
"FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact:

Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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MEMBERSHIPS DUE
JANUARY
Jeff "Big Jeff" Foss
Lance E. Bradford
Kerry "Mongo" Lovvorn
Mei Tseng
Bruce Eldredge
Robbie "Spanky" Caston

Alex Cisneros
Chuck Argentine
John "Focus" Marshall
Tommie "Dancer" Mickel
Kelli "Blondie" Mackey
Mike "Scratch" Parrish

FEBRUARY
Ernest "Godfather" Bocchino
Joey "Uncle Joey" Wiseley
Quentin "Dr. Q" Youngberg
Elizabeth "Bristol" Cromey-Hawke
Patrick "Poleman" Moreno
Wayne "Deke" Deker
Robert Lewis
Francky McGowan

Robert McGowan
Allen "AW" West
Russel Shaske
Gene "Geno" Fallon
Al Zibas
Patrick "Bull-Dog" Curl
Joe Nellegar
Susan Casey

MARCH
Thomas "Top Cat" Cullen
Ed "Nighthawk" Lattari
John McIntosh
Ira Winters
Dennene Baumann
John "Thirsty" Wright, JR
Heidi "Scooterbelle" Wright
Jami "Smoothie" Sidell
Anthony Derosa
Gordon "Postal" Koehl
Mari Novay

Judy Luff
Pete Dotoraros
Allen "Butterbean" Smith
Diane "Dixie" Walker
Don Workman
Sandy Ruggles
Robert "Jagz" Varela
Glenn "Capt Glenn" Rosenberger
Donna "Mom" Rosenberger
Andrew "Magoo" McGookin
Daniel "Sneeky Snake" Coffman

APRIL
Richard LeFort
Scott "Wrong Way" Worobey
Fred Tseng
Edward Kraus
Bill "TJ" Hayes
Florie Wilcox
Don "DB" Bachmann
Paul Collins
Bob "Mac Man" Mac Gillivray

Mariano "Popeye" Castelli
William "Gunner" Whittaker
James "Budda" Renner
Thomas "Framer" Wurth
Patrick "Peace Keeper" Ross
James "Ripper" Sansenbach
Deborah "Sissy" Sansenbach
Charlie Cona
Ian "Hawk" Broder

Daniel "Go-T-Dan" Crooker
Mark Baxter
Frank Ferry
Scott "Last Stand" Reinhardt
Antonio Gianninni
Stacy Cusack
Glyn "Blue" Joy
Deani Funk

Your membership expires the last day of your expiration month. To avoid
cancellation of AD&D insurance, please renew your membership in a timely
manner. Also be sure to notify us of any change of address to continue
receiving your newsletter and Masterlink
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Vice President’s Message
Dear Fellow ABATE Members,
I'd like to start this months message with my thanks once again, to
the members that have helped out at our events. All the time and
work you put in are very important. This is what allows us to raise
funds to keep ABATE going. Protecting the rights of all
motorcyclists, not just our members.
At lasts months meeting we started a text message system. This to get out the word
of meeting places and times for the rides and events. This has been working well so
far. I would like to encourage anyone that wants to get theses alerts to make sure
to give their cellphone number to Rocker or myself. These text messages also allow
for notification of changes, such as weather if necessary. Your cell number will not
be given to anyone by me without your permission first.
Another thing that came up at lasts months meeting was a lot of political rhetoric.
Now before you take me wrong let me tell you a few things. I am a registered
Republican and I vote. I've never voted strictly down the party line. I'm more of an
independent. Although I due tend to think more down the Libertarian line. I didn't vote
for Obama nor am I a supporter of the democrats big government ideology. I also
realize that we are a grass roots political organization. Our basic purpose is biker
rights, safety and awareness. ABATE is also known as American Bikers Against
Totalitarian Enactments so other political areas do fall under that scope.
However, this organization is made up members of that have different and varied views.
So we should tread carefully as to not seem like were closed minded.
To me it seems that whether the Republicans or Democrats have the power, very little
meaningful work has been done to fix this country's problems. It seems nowadays the
government is busy dealing with things only when they get to catastrophic conditions.
One side blames the other side and neither side can seem to work together. As long
as this system of government continues to fight against each other, and not work
together to bring meaningful and needed changes. It is in my opinion, this country's
biggest problem. I have political stuff sent to me all the time. When I research it, I
find a lot of it to be untrue. Yet people continue to forward the stuff without
researching. People are quick to complain about whats wrong. Anyone can do that.
What this country needs are people with solutions and can work together. To bring
this country together for the betterment of ALL it's citizens.

Nighthawk
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach
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- Slow Motion

12-26-2009 From ABATE State - As of yesterday, Christmas Day,
there have been no new Bills filed that are of interest. The Florida
House and Senate will be meeting again January 11 - 22, 2010 for
more meetings. Doc and I will be keeping watch to see what happens
and pass anything on to you. Have a great New Year.
1-12-2010 From ABATE State -Doc just passed on to me that the
"Stiffer Penalties" Bill has just been sent to the Bill Drafting
Service to be reviewed for correct language and get it into the official version. After
that it will be filed and given a number. I will keep you up to date on the progress.
"A government big enough to give you everything you want is a government big enough
to take from you everything you have." ~ Gerald Ford
Besides that there has not been any other news from the State offices.
There are at present fourteen bills relating to Cell Phones and driving. Again ALL
these bills will likely bog down the system so none get passed like last year. So maybe
again we should change our action to local community or even Federal laws to ban
cell phones.
Feb. 2 (GROUNDHOG DAY) is (was) the primary 2010 Special Election - Congressional
19 United States Representative http://election.dos.state.fl.us/candidate/CanList.asp
This is an area runing through Palm Beach
into Broward. See map. I sent an eamil to
the candidates and the only reply - "Just to
let you know, I do have a motorcycle license
and just recently sold my Goldwing. I am
familiar with your issues and support them.
Joe Budd"
There are 3 Republicans.
Edward Lynch edward@electlynch.com
Curt Price www.curtpriceforcongress.com
joinus@curtpriceforcongress.com
Joe Budd joe@joebudd.com
There are 2 Democrats.
Ted Deutch www.TedForCongress.com ted@tedforcongress.com
Ben Graber grabercampaign@aol.com
Then - Write-In Josue Larose www.pleasecontribute.com/8102
josuelaroseforuscongress@yahoo.com
No Party Affiliation Jim McCormick www.jimmccormickforcongress.com
campaign@jimmccormickforcongress.com
See some information I gathered on these candidates under the Elections tab on our
website and look for the results after Groundhog Day.
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This past month our community has had four brothers and sisters go down while
riding. While I am sending out thoughts and prayers of protection to all our
riders on the roads constantly, I am reminded of just how dangerous riding is here
in Palm Beach County.
We need to remember that although one of our ABATE campaigns is "Watch for
Motorcycles," we too, as riders, must always be vigilant in watching the cagers and
other obstacles which can prove hazardous such at debris on the road, wildlife,
potholes, etc. I am reminded of the Civil Air Patrol's motto "Semper Vigilant" which
means Always Watchful. This is a motto we all can adopt in our riding habits.
Speaking of watching things, how many of you inspect your tires before you head
out on the road? Do you know what to do if you have a tire blow out while riding?
A front tire blowout is very dangerous because it greatly inhibits your steering
and ability to control the bike. In this situation you need to lean your weight back
as far as possible. With a back tire blowout the bike will tend to jolt from side to
side. In this situation make sure to stay as evenly seated as possible.
For both cases:
REMAIN CALM and be aware of your surroundings
1.
2.
3.

Keep a firm grip on the handlebars and steer as straight as possible.
Down-shift evenly and gradually and begin to apply the brake to the wheel
that is not effected by the blowout.
Once you have slowed to a point where you have regained control of the
bike, gradually make your way to the side of the road.

SUBMITTED BY:

Tammy “Duma” Peeples
Safety Director
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Politically Correct Defined
Sometimes you are encouraged about our country's future when you see something
like this. Specifically, there is an annual contest at Texas A&M University calling
for the most appropriate definition of a contemporary term.
This year's term was "Political Correctness."
The winner wrote:
"Political correctness is a doctrine, fostered by a delusional, illogical minority,
and rabidly promoted by an unscrupulous mainstream media, which holds forth the
proposition that it is entirely possible to pick up a turd by the clean end."

SUBMITTED BY: STRONGBOW
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FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK
To: PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS
Date:
February 2010
A few reminders....
The next state meeting is February 13th hosted by Lake County in Clermont, fl.
As mentioned in the last chapter meeting, i am looking for someone to help with the
production of the newsletter. My current job position is changing and i would
like to be prepared. Anyone interested please feel free to e-mail me at :
newsletter@abatepalmbeach.com or call me at 561-445-4874.
We have a biker appreciation night planned for SATURDAY Febryary 20th At Turn 3
6-10 pm with the Hat Trick providing the entertainment. Come out and have some
fun with us! come out and support your chapter. These appreciation party’s are
for anyone, and the funds raised help defray the costs of our chapter delegates
representing you at the state meetings. They are also a great way to meet other
members of the chapter.
As you all have seen from the cover, the newsletter is going GREEN effective
March 2010, meaning the newsletter will now by available to members via our
website at:http://abatepalmbeach.com/newsletter2009.html
1.
2.
3.

If you have already elected to receive the newsletter via the internet you
need to do nothing.
If when you joined you DID NOT provide an email address, you need to do
nothing, you will continue to receieve your newsletter via the us mail.
If when you joined you provided us an email address and you elect to OPT IN
to receive your newsletter via us mail, you must do one of the following:
A)
B)
C)

Call Rio at: 561-445-4874 and advise you would like to OPT IN.
Fax a note to: 561-883-2678 - providi445ng your full name and that
you would like to OPT IN to receive a newsletter via us mail.
Drop a note in the mail providing your full name to:
Abate of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073

The next state meeting is in April - If you have never been on the tallahassee ride,
sign up and join us for a great ride and great times with your chapter.
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NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
MOTORCYCLE BUYERS ARE HAPPIER THAN EVER Motorcycle
manufacturers are trying harder than ever to please
customers, and the result is higher quality bikes and happier owners.
Overall satisfaction with the motorcycle ownership experience has increased for a
seventh consecutive year to a record-high level, according to the J.D. Power and
Associates 2009 Motorcycle Competitive Information Study, and each of the
study's five criteria -- product, quality, cost of ownership, sales, and service -have improved, with sales and service showing the biggest improvements.
"The result of increased competition is that the quality and performance of bikes is
at an all-time high," Power’s Todd Markusic explains, "and dealers are paying much
more attention to their customers' sales and service experiences."
First-time buyers comprise 22% of all new motorcycle purchases, and with the
average age of owners increasing from 40 to 47 since 2001, it is important for
manufacturers to focus on younger Gen X and Y demographics to ensure continued
growth in the market.
Now in its 12th year, the annual survey measures owner satisfaction with new
motorcycles and fielded responses from nearly 8,000 owners between August and
October 2009, focusing on 2009 model year bikes.
MISSOURI TO END SAFETY INSPECTIONS ON NEWER VEHICLES New-ish car and bike
owners can take that $10-12 you’ve been setting aside to pay for a state safety
inspection and go buy something nice for yourself or your vehicle. Under
legislation that took effect on New Year’s Day in Missouri, vehicles five years old
and newer will no longer need an inspection when renewing license plates.
That means in 2010, 2005 model year and newer autos, including cars, trucks and
motorcycles, will be exempt. Models from 2006 won’t need their first inspection
until 2012. Previously, vehicles are exempt from safety inspections for their
model year and the year after that.
Inspections are performed at thousands of repair shops across the state and cost
$12 for cars and trucks and $10 for motorcycles. The Missouri Department of
Revenue, which manages vehicle registration, estimates that 650,000 vehicles will
be affected by the exemption.
Continued
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INDIANA HARLEY DEALER FIGHTS SUNDAY BIKE SALES BAN There are some things
you can’t buy on Sundays in Indiana: alcohol, cars, and motorcycles.
One Hoosier Harley-Davidson dealer thinks this “blue law” against buying
motorcycles is ridiculous, and he's teaming up with an Indiana state senator to
change it. Mark Forszt owns four Harley dealerships throughout the state and
says the law is hurting his business, and that it makes no sense. On Sundays, he's
open for business, and he can sell you everything you'd ever need to put a bike
together yourself. He just can't actually sell you the bike.
It's a huge loss to the state in terms of sales tax revenue,” said Forszt, who
contacted state Senator Ed Charbonneau to address the problem in the
legislature, framing the issue as a way to help small business. When you add up all
the sales tax, it’s also a way to help the state of Indiana, home to some 300
motorcycle dealerships, said Charbonneau. “If every one of those dealerships
sold one motorcycle a Sunday, or even one a month, that's a pretty sizable infusion
of cash into the state coffers,” Senator Charbonneau told local NBC-affiliate
WNDU.
The bill to change the law has been drafted and filed, but until something
changes, the Sunday choices in this store will be limited. What dealers like Forszt
complain about is you could sell a bike through a newspaper, CraigsList, or eBay
on Sunday, but in a store it's illegal. It is currently a class D misdemeanor to sell
a motorcycle on Sunday.
WISCONSIN BILLS WOULD HONOR HARLEY-DAVIDSON A bill has been introduced in
the Wisconsin state legislature to create a special license plate commemorating
Harley-Davidson, the iconic Milwaukee motorcycle manufacturer.
The legislation would authorize the creation of an automobile license plate
available for purchase that would include Harley-Davidson’s trademark bar and
shield logo and the message “Share the Road.”
Available for cars and trucks registered in Wisconsin, the revenue collected by
the Department of Transportation from the specialty plate sales would be used
for conducting public workshops on motorcycle safety; evaluating basic rider
education courses; creating transportation messages at motorcycle rallies;
providing funds for motorcycle-related safety and training programs; and grants
to providers of motorcycle safety training courses.
Motorcycling is a huge part of Wisconsin’s culture and plays a big role in our
state’s economy,” state Rep. Jim Sullivan told The Business Journal of Milwaukee
Continued
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upon introducing the measure. “This license plate helps us protect that heritage
and promote sharing the road safely with all drivers.”
The goal is to have the plate ready by May 2010, which is motorcycle safety
month in most states.
Wisconsin lawmakers are also currently considering legislation declaring HarleyDavidson the state’s official motorcycle, similar to recognizing a state bird or
flower.
PROPOSED LEGISLATION TO LET MICHIGAN RIDERS BUY PERMITS TO RIDE HELMETLESS
Motorcyclists in Michigan would be able to buy a permit to ride without a helmet if
a newly-introduced bill becomes law.
It would apply to riders who are 21 years or older, have been licensed to operate
a motorcycle for at least two years or completed a safety class, and have at least
$20,000 in health insurance. The $100-a-year permit would make helmets
optional. Any passenger over 21 years riding with a permit holder wouldn't need a
helmet.
State Representative Richard LeBlanc (D-Westland) said wearing a helmet should be
a personal choice. LeBlanc told Capitol News Service of the Macomb Daily
newspaper that he's been involved with the issue since the 1970s when he started
riding a motorcycle, adding that he introduced the bill because he believes that
wearing a helmet should be a personal choice.
The bill is pending in the House Committee on Regulatory Reform, though ABATE of
Michigan reportedly does not support the legislation and is dedicated to working
with their new governor to repeal the existing helmet law with no fees, additional
insurance or stickers.
Michigan riders, spearheaded by ABATE and the Confederation of Clubs of
Michigan, succeeded in passing helmet repeal legislation twice since 2006 only to
have both bills vetoed by outgoing Gov. Jennifer Granholm.
MILLIONS IN INSURANCE OVERCHARGES DUE TO MASSACHUSETTS MOTORCYCLISTS
Massachusetts insurance companies have overcharged consumers on premiums by
overstating and failing to depreciate motorcycle values.
Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Office entered into settlements with several
insurance companies resolving allegations that they overcharged consumers for
motorcycle insurance by using incorrect motorcycle values to calculate
premiums. The settlements, which return $11.1 million to consumers, stem from
Continued
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an investigation spurred by consumer complaints and ongoing lobbying efforts by
the Massachusetts Motorcycle Association (MMA).
Investigators found that insurers were not adjusting motorcycle values for their
steady depreciation over time and instead were using the same value for a bike for
several consecutive years to gauge premium levels.
“The settlements cover alleged overcharges going back to 2002 and require the
insurers to pay 6 percent interest to consumers on the alleged overcharges,”
reports the MMA in a prepared statement. “Average refunds to consumers are
anticipated to be approximately $300 with some consumers receiving thousands of
dollars. Tens of thousands of policies are believed to have been affected.”
Motorcyclists praised the settlements, but warned that a number of other
insurance companies also evaluated motorcycles incorrectly.
Betsy Lister, a politically-active insurance agent who rides a motorcycle, told the
Enterprise News that motorcyclists have repeatedly raised this issue with the state
Division of Insurance and the attorney general’s office. “They’ve been doing it
going back to the early 2000s,” Lister said of the insurers’ overcharges. “This is
something we’ve been fighting for years.”
EUROPE SLAPPING RICH DRIVERS WITH MASSIVE TRAFFIC FINES European countries
are increasingly pegging speeding fines to income as a way to punish wealthy
scofflaws who would otherwise ignore tickets. Advocates say a $290,000 (euro
203,180.83) speeding ticket slapped on a millionaire Ferrari driver in Switzerland
was a fair and well-deserved example of the trend.Germany, France, Austria and the
Nordic countries also issue punishments based on a person's wealth. In Germany
the maximum fine can be as much as $16 million compared to only $1 million in
Switzerland. A Frenchman was fined 70,000 francs after being caught on a
highway doing 151 miles (243 kilometers) an hour. Only Finland regularly hands
out similarly hefty fines to speeding drivers, with the current record believed to
be a euro170,000 (then about $190,000) ticket in 2004.
The Swiss court appeared to set a new world record when it levied the nearly
quarter million dollar fine in November, describing the speeder as a “traffic
thug” in their verdict as they took into account his prior traffic record as well as
his $20 million in personal wealth. Swiss voters approved a 2007 penal law
overhaul that let judges hand down fines based on personal income and wealth for
moderate misdemeanors including excessive speeding and drunk driving.
The nationalist Swiss People's Party wants to reverse the 2007 penal code
changes, saying the current law could lead to "ridiculously low" penalties
Continued
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without any possibility of jail time for poor people who are caught driving drunk
or speeding.
AFRICANS IMPOUND THOUSANDS OF MOTORCYCLES FOR LACK OF HELMETS Lagos
State Sector Command authorities in this Nigerian city reportedly impounded
21,300 motorcycles last year because of failure of the motorcyclists to wear
crash helmets.
Public Education Officer, Mrs Ijeoma Nwachi, told the News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) in Lagos that the command has intensified enforcement on the usage of crash
helmets in the state. The public education officer also said that the command had
confiscated 3,500 substandard helmets since January 2009. She said wearing of
crash helmets by motorcyclists and their passengers was in line with section 41(1)
(e) of the National Road Traffic Regulations, 2004.
Nwachi also said that overloading with passengers is a serious issue, and added
that many motorcyclists were in the habit of riding without side mirrors. “Riding
without side mirror is an offence under section 41(1)(p) of the Nation Road Traffic
Regulations 2004, which states that all motorcycles shall be equipped with two
rear view mirrors,” she said.
WEIRD NEWS: MAN ASSAULTED OVER PICTURES OF MOTORCYCLE In a twisted version
of “Dog the Bounty Hunter” meets “Repo Man”, Sioux Falls Police say a man hired
to repossess a motorcycle ended up assaulting and kidnapping the bike owner’s dad
instead.
A South Dakota father received a call from a man claiming he needed pictures of a
motorcycle that his son owned. The father thought the person calling was from a
dealership and needed evidence for a payment plan he had set up, but when the
undercover repo guy arrived at his home, the bike owner’s dad became uneasy and
told him he didn't feel comfortable with the man taking pictures of the
motorcycle.
The repossession agent refused to leave and when the father said he was going to
call the police, he put the dad in hand-cuffs and threatened him with a taser. He
was later arrested for aggravated assault and kidnapping.
NCOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND REGIONAL MEETING IN PHILLY “As co-director of
NCOM Region II (IA, KS, MO, NE, OK, TX), I recently attended the National Coalition
of Motorcyclists Semi-Annual Board of Directors and Regional Meeting, November
13-15 in Philadelphia, PA, where over 300 motorcyclists took part in the
conference,” reported Tiger Mike Revere of ABATE of Oklahoma and the Oklahoma
Confederation of Clubs.
Continued
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Continuing his “Tiger Tales” report; “Following the morning’s NCOM Board
Meeting, the afternoon Region VII Meeting consisted of a number of valuable and
informative presentations on Biker Freedom-related topics, such as Freedom of the
Road throughout the Nation, and Legal Issues such as Noise Abatement, Insurance
Coverage, and interacting with Law Enforcement. The Regional Confederation of
Clubs Meeting and Christian Unity Conference were also well-attended, with a lot
of productive crosstalk, and Gimme Jimmy was there to present the Defenders’
Program. Incidentally, our recent successful Call to Action regarding Federallevel Right To Repair Legislation constituted a Nationwide test and fine-tuning of
the Defenders Program. NCOM is very interested to hear more about the Strategic
Alliance Program pioneered by our own Oklahoma Confederation of Clubs. This
Alliance of Spiritual groups, Clean and Sober Clubs, and community serviceoriented riders such as the Downed Bikers Association, is designed to function as a
quick-response force to support the Riding Community during incidents where
motorcyclists get killed, injured or locked down.
The NCOM Board has been expanded to include representation from the Sport Bike
Community with a Board Liaison position for the National Sport Bike Association,
now held by Brian “Seven” Lawson. Quite a large number of Sport Bike Riders
attended the conference, which was gratifying to see. All in all, the stage is now
set for one of the largest and most festive NCOM Conventions ever, our Silver
Anniversary event slated for May 6-9, 2010 in Orlando, Florida. Check out the
NCOM Website at www.aimncom.com for a Pre-Registration application and make
plans to attend!
There's still a lot of political game-playing going on and bikers have to keep
learning to play the game more effectively if we're going to continue to be a force
for good in the Motorcycling Community. Politics, by definition, addresses the
skill of acquiring and utilizing power. By becoming more active participants in all
levels of government through registering and voting, communicating with
legislators, and attending events like the NCOM Convention and local legislative
seminars, we'll wield a greater degree of power as a special interest group
representing this country’s ridership.”
QUOTABLE QUOTE: "There is good news from Washington today. The Congress is
deadlocked and can't act." Will Rogers (1879-1935) American humorist

And that's all the News that fits!
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ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073
Check your mail label for
membership expiration

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting
VFW POST 4143
FEBRUARY 20, 2010
11:30 am
2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on east side. Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Directions:

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions and
events around the state and throughout the country.
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all
motorcyclists rights.
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national
level.
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness.

