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President’s Message
Brothers and Sisters,
Wishing you and your loved one’s a Happy New Year, may it
bring Good Health, Good Fortune, Happiness and Peace.
As we stand on the threshold of 2010, a year that
promises to bring about changes we have never seen in the history of our nation
or in the world for that matter and there seems to be something in the air. I can’t
quite put my finger on it but I don’t think it’s the changes that we were previously
hearing about. It feels more like a resurgence of the American spirit, Americans
acting like Americans. I read about T- Party’s and American citizens rising up
together and speaking with a much stronger unified voice saying, “we’re tired of
this smoke and mirrors” game, we either start getting some straight answers and
honest communication or your going to be looking for a job doing something
other than sitting on your ass trying to run our lives for us.
These T- Party’s are the first reaction to what is obvious to many of us who have
followed the government’s path to systematically take over industries and slip
quietly into socialism. The steps are already being taken. One action has been
taken giving Interpol (International Police) the authority to arrest American
citizens at home and abroad with impunity, basically giving them the same rights as
any foreign diplomat in regard to being above all American laws and the
Constitution. In other words if we as citizens or our branches of law enforcement
don’t comply or refuse to accept the changes in laws or disagree with the
governments actions we are subject to arrest by foreign police to ensure that
there can be no resistance to these laws being enforced. Does that scare you? It
damned well better unless you want to be ruled by a One World Government in the
New World Order.

“A little-discussed executive order from President Obama giving foreign cops new
police powers in the United States by exempting them from such drudgery as
compliance with the Freedom of Information Act is raising alarm among
commentators who say INTERPOL already had most of the same privileges as
diplomats. Obama's expansion of President Ronald Reagan's order from 1983 that
originally granted those diplomatic privileges.
Reagan's order carried certain exemptions requiring that INTERPOL operations be
subject to several U.S. laws such as the Freedom of Information Act. Obama,
however, removed those restrictions in his Dec. 16 amendment to Executive Order
12425”.
What does this have to do with ABATE and motorcycle rights and you? For openers
this kind of action will eventually supercede any states right to govern
themselves. We can expect to see our freedom of choice evaporate. We can
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President’s Message - Cont’d
expect to be subject to the United Nations Regulations regarding the kind of
motorcycle you will ride and what you will be required to wear by International
law in order to ride it. A few years ago some U.S. legislators were entertaining
the idea of adopting the United Nations regulations of a graduated licensing
program, requiring that you must first qualify to ride beginning with a 250cc
motorcycle and then graduate to a 500cc after you passed the required course
for certification in order to move up to a larger bike with a maximum of an
1100cc. You will of course wear a helmet, not just a skull bucket but a full
face helmet, fire retardant padded jacket and pants in an array of bright
florescent reflective colors, padded gloves and from what I have heard there
are even special boots that could be required. ABATE and other MRO’s stood
firm against this action being carried out and were backed by legislators from
every state to squelch this enactment before it got started. That was then and
now it’s today, if you think it can’t happen here, read the third paragraph again.
My point is, we have been steadily losing our right to privacy and now our
personal identity and information is available to a foreign police force, in all
probabability it’s worse than we know. When we allow the government more
specifically today, lawyers as our current government is made up of lawyers to
continue to pass secret legislation, our freedom as American citizens will
continue to be compromised. “Today, we are drowning in laws; we are contorted by
judicial decisions; we are driven to distraction by omnipresent lawyers in all parts
of our once private lives. America has a place for laws and lawyers, but
that place is modest and reasonable, not vast and unchecked”.
This is an election year, we have the power to do something, an opportunity to
vote these people out of office before they can pass more laws and continue to
remove our Constitutional rights one by one. We’re standing at the crossroads;
the decisions we make now will without a doubt determine the direction our
country will be governed in the future. Do we choose to govern ourselves and
live free or are we willing to surrender our rights and live as subjects. If you
find yourself feeling somewhat disillusioned by the promises of change, your not
alone, I’ve heard it from people in conversation as well as from people through
polls taken on line and by the media.
If you are among those who now feel you were deceived or mislead, this is the time
to make the real changes and vote these people out. Ask questions of the
candidates now running for office and demand honest answers on where they
stand. Many of those who were a part of supporting the promise of change are
lining their pockets and leaving office this year, let’s not be fooled again. Vote,
it’s our only weapon and our only chance to save this country from the changes
that are now apparent, obvious and taking place every day, to change America and
the Constitutional rights we hold sacred and have fought to defend and protect
throughout our history.
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President’s Message - Cont’d
“When citizens live in fear of the government there is tyranny, when the
government fears it’s citizens there is freedom”. Thomas Jefferson

Strongbow

President palm beach abate
561-302-0879
president@abatepalmbeach.com

march 2010
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"
You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.
YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.
WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.
"FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact:

Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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MEMBERSHIPS DUE
DECEMBER
Paul "Rowdy" Dombroski
Doug "Taffyman" Taffe
Raul "Curda" Garcia
Chauncey "Surfrat" Wallace
Ellyn "Jewels" Feldman

Windy "Cuzzie" Hale
Dana "Country" Roberts
Doug Ellman
Lori Ann "Rocky" Pon

JANUARY
Jeff "Big Jeff" Foss
John "Cat" Catalano
Lance E. Bradford
Kerry "Mongo" Lovvorn
Mei Tseng
Bruce Eldredge
Robbie "Spanky" Caston

Alex Cisneros
Chuck Argentine
John "Focus" Marshall
Tommie "Dancer" Mickel
Kelli "Blondie" Mackey
Gregg Pomeroy
Mike "Scratch" Parrish

FEBRUARY
Paul "Razor" Herrington
Ernest "Godfather" Bocchino
Joey "Uncle Joey" Wiseley
William "Muzzleflash" Kennedy
Quentin "Dr. Q" Youngberg
Elizabeth "Bristol" Cromey-Hawke

Wayne "Deke" Deker
Robert Lewis
Francky McGowan
Robert McGowan
Allen "AW" West
Russel Shaske

Patrick "Poleman" Moreno
Gene "Geno" Fallon
Al Zibas
Patrick "Bull-Dog" Curl
Joe Nellegar
Susan Casey

MARCH
Thomas "Top Cat" Cullen
Ed "Nighthawk" Lattari
John McIntosh
Ira Winters
Dennene Baumann
John "Thirsty" Wright, JR
Heidi "Scooterbelle" Wright
Jami "Smoothie" Sidell
Anthony Derosa
Gordon "Postal" Koehl
Mari Novay

Judy Luff
Pete Dotoraros
Allen "Butterbean" Smith
Diane "Dixie" Walker
Don Workman
Sandy Ruggles
Robert "Jagz" Varela
Glenn "Capt Glenn" Rosenberger
Donna "Mom" Rosenberger
Andrew "Magoo" McGookin
Daniel "Sneeky Snake" Coffman

Your membership expires the last day of your expiration month. To avoid
cancellation of AD&D insurance, please renew your membership in a timely
manner. Also be sure to notify us of any change of address to continue
receiving your newsletter and Masterlink
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Vice President’s Message
Dear Fellow ABATE Members,
I'd like to start this months message with the hopes that all of our
members and families had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
I'd like to thank all those that contributed to the various toy runs.
The toys collected at these runs help underprivileged kids have
presents on Christmas where otherwise they may not. Children don't
understand the reasons why they might not receive presents on
Christmas morning due to financial hardship or other reasons. They only understand that
all the other kids got presents and they didn't. This effects their self esteem and gives
them the feeling that they're not as loved or worth as much as the other kids. This can
have long term effects as they grow older and become members of society. Every child
should feel loved and wanted Christmas morning, and thanks to many of you, that
becomes a reality.
Next up I would like to thank everyone that attended and helped out at our annual
Freedom Rights Rally. I'd especially like to thank the MC's and associations that showed
up. Our organization truly appreciates their support. A special thanks goes to DJ
Rodney for donating his time as well. This turned out to be a very successful event for
our chapter. This event ran very smoothly thanks to the hard work by all the
volunteers that helped out. Everyone seemed to have a good time while helping in our
cause to promote bikers rights.
Well with the New Year upon us we're going to be busy! The second Tuesday night of each
month we'll be hosting biker appreciation night at Home Run Sports. Since Iron Eagle is
only having there bike night the first
Tuesday, I hope to see that regular crowd
come to our monthly bike night. It would be
appreciated. We also will be hosting monthly
biker appreciation parties one weekend a
month. So as always, your help and support
is needed. Watch your updates for details.
Wishing everyone a safe and happy 2010.

Nighthawk

Vice President ABATE Palm Beach
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Lake Worthless Chooses Gays and Lesbians Over Vets
Lake Worth commissioners OK $250,000 loan for gay, lesbian center Compass visit
the url below for full story….
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/lake-worth-commissioners-ok-250-000-loan-for124988.html?showComments=true
City has money for gay activity center but no funds for the veterans day activity and
active duty military that have served and died for the rights that allow them to do
what they have chosen to be more important.
I will not go to bike night downtown or spend any money in Lake Worth unless it is
a veteran or military related support organization! Do what you think is right.
Do not spend any money in Lake Worth establishments or attend / support any events
that are conducted in the city. It is a shame that some very good establishments and
businesses will have to take a hit, but they can take it up with the twisted elected
officials that they have voted into office to run Lake Worth(at this rate, into the
ground)

Ken Soule
Proud to be an American
An while I am still legally able to say this…
God Bless America and for all it stands for.

11 ISSUE 2010-01 VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

JANUARY, 2010

12 ISSUE 2010-01 VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

JANUARY, 2010

13 ISSUE 2010-01 VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

JANUARY, 2010

14 ISSUE 2010-01 VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

JANUARY, 2010

15 ISSUE 2010-01 VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

JANUARY, 2010

November Legislative & Delegate Report

BY: Slow Motion

DELGATE REPORT Dec. State meeting
President presented plaque of appreciation for Former State
Safety officer Lana Lang. He introduced two candidates to speak
to us, McCullum for Governor and Rubio for US Senator. A
second cadidiate for US Senate Meek was unable to attend and Doc read his
letter. More of what they said under Legislative.
Bill McCollum (R) - Attorney General, Ex-Congressman, Navy Veteran & '00/'04 US
Sen. Candidate
Two candidates for the US Senator
Marco Rubio (R) - Ex-State House Speaker & Attorney
Kendrick Meek (D) - Congressman, Ex-State Sen. & Ex-Police Officer
As it was a quick meeting afterwards, here are some highpoints.
The Masterlink, State newsletter, is now available online. I checked and latest
was Sept/Oct.
In the late spring we will send out a voter's guide that will let you know how each
candidate is regarding issues that concern ABATE.
Darrin "Scribe" Brooks, State Legislative Trustee, ABATE of Florida, Inc. “
It is that time again when campaign signs spout by the roadside like mushrooms. So
we need to do our research to find the candidates that will help us in our
causes. It was nice to see some at State meeting taking the time to talk with us. I
spoke with our lobbyist and his recommendations will wait until after the present
sessions.
LEGISLATIVE - (Abbreviated) Bill McCollum (R) - Attorney General, ExCongressman, Navy Veteran & '00/'04 US Sen. Candidate is running for Florida
Governor. His son rides so he is open to us. He wants to open leadership to
improve the state. Marco Rubio (R) - Ex-State House Speaker & Attorney was
present and stressed “Public Policy” as central issue – what we do know can have
the biggest impact on our future. Do we want to remain as free and open to
opportunities or become boxed in like the rest of the world. Both iof these
candidates have been open and supportive to ABATE in past. Kendrick Meek (D) Congressman, Ex-State Sen. & Ex-Police Officer was supposed to speak but send a
letter to say was unable as he was traveling. Doc read it to us and said he has
been open to us in past.
I am reworking our Legislative part of the ABATE PB site gearing towards
elections coming up. I’d love any input and aid. The following information is only
for those in our chapter area.
U.S. Congress District 16 Thomas J. Rooney (R) is running for re-election. He was
on our Lobbyist’s Friendly list last year.
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U.S. Congress District 19 Incumbent Robert Wexler (D) is not running as
accepting the position of president of the Center for Middle East Peace in
January of 2010."
Special Election - PRIMARY: FEBRUARY 2, 2010 - GENERAL: APRIL 13, 2010 as
several candidates in both parties. Edward Lynch (R) is running again for this
position. Last time he got 27% of vote against Wexler and was on our Lobbists
Friendly List. Ted Deutch (D) (former Florida State Senator District 30) is now
running for US Congress District 19. His recent stand against cell phones/driving
make him of interest to us.
U.S. Congress 22 Incumbent Ron Klein (D) is being challenged again by Allen
West. In the last election Klein (D) 55% won over WEST(R) 45% - just lost by
29084 votes. Allen West was been active in our area , speaking At ABATE Palm
Beach chapter and Veterans meetings. Allen rides and is an ABATE member and
often does a column in Wheels on the Road.
The Florida Senate elections are very interesting. The only regular elections are
for the even Districts 28 and 30 where incumbent Ted Deutch is now running for
US Senate so position is open. It is reported that Jeff Atwater (District 25) will
be running for State Chief Financial Officer and David Aronberg (District 27) is
running for Attorney General. Both have been on our side in past so good to
have them in these positions but would require special elections in their District
so will need to research those.
I still am researching Florida House of Representatives Palm Beach elections for
Districts 78, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89
http://www.politicsone.com/fl.htm is a good site for State and Federal Florida
candidates but not for Florida Senate and House, I am still looking for that.
Added to Watch List HB 297 by Rep. Planas Vehicle Crashes Involving Death:
Requires that defendant arrested for leaving scene of crash involving death must
be held in custody until brought before judge for admittance to bail.
Lobbyist: At present no official Helmet Bill has been files but could be in any of
bills below.
“Here are five Bills that have been filed by Sen. Andy Gardiner from District 9.
Sen. Gardiner's district takes up the western parts of Seminole, Orange, and
Osceola Counties. Some of the towns include Apopka, Wekiwa Springs, Zellwood,
Winter Garden, All of the Disney Area. He is the Majority (Republican) Whip and
has represented this District since 2008. These Bills are place holder Bills that
are currently empty. This means that they can be added on at any time so we need
to watch them very closely. We need the Chapter Legislative Trustee for the
Chapters in those areas to call his office and and ask what intentions he has for
these Bills. Please contact me when you get the answers and I will share them
with everyone.
SB 892 Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles - 12/10/09 S Filed
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Department of Transportation 12/10/09 S Filed
Department of Transportation- 12/10/09 S Filed
Transportation- 12/10/09 S Filed
Highway Safety- 12/10/09 S Filed

Darrin "Scribe" Brooks,
State Legislative Trustee,
ABATE of Florida, Inc.
“The democracy will cease to exist when you take away from those who are willing
to work and give to those who would not.” ~ Thomas Jefferson”
I brought to the State my notice of more curbs of highways and the safety issues
that they cause. David "Santa Dave" Marchewka is a local biker figure from
Jupiter, member of Enforcers and our chapter has been in critical care now for
many months after a accident where he flipped his bike hitting a curb. The owner
of Sports Corner in Delray had a similar accident on his bike. I’ve noticed in
south Palm Beach County so many roads are now curbed in thus preventing a way
out or even way for broken down cars to get off the road. I’ve continued to see
cars stuck in road causing traffic jams. I see this as causing very unsafe roads
and mentioned this at the State meeting as an issue maybe we should get involved
with.
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Three Reported Missing After Animal Rights Activists Take "War on
Leather" to Motorcycle Gang Rally.
Pennsylvania - ~Three Reported Missing After Animal Rights Activists Take "War on
Leather" to Motorcycle Gang Rally.~
Johnstown, PA: Local and state police scoured the hills outside rural
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, after reports of three animal rights activists going
missing after attempting to protest
the wearing of leather at a large
motorcycle gang rally this weekend.
Two others, previously reported
missing, were discovered by fast food
workers "duct taped inside several
fast food restaurant dumpsters,"
according to police officials.
"Something just went wrong," said a
still visibly shaken organizer of the
protest. "Something just went
horribly, horribly, wrong."
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The organizer said a group of concerned animal rights activist groups, "growing
tired of throwing Fake blood and shouting profanities at older women wearing
leather or fur coats," decided to protest the annual motorcycle club event "in a
hope to show them our outrage at their wanton use of leather in their clothing
and motor bike seats." "In fact," said the organizer. "Motorcycle gangs are one of
the biggest abusers of wearing leather, and we decided it was high time that we
let them know that we disagree with them using it... Ergo, they should stop."
According to witnesses, protesters arrived at the event in a vintage 1960's era
Volkswagen van and began to pelt the gang members with balloons filled with red
colored water, simulating blood, and shouting "you're murderers" to passers by.
This, evidently, is when the brouhaha began. "They peed on me!!!" charged one
activist. "They grabbed me, said I looked like I was French, started calling me 'La
Trene', and duct taped me to a tree so they could pee on me all day!" "I... I was
trying to show my outrage at a man with a heavy leather jacket. And, he... he didn't
even care. I called him a murderer, and all he said was, 'You can't prove that.' Next
thing I know is he forced me to ride on the back of his motorcycle all day, and
not left me off, because his girl friend was out of town and I was almost a
woman."
Still others claimed they were forced to eat hamburgers and hot dogs under
duress. Those who resisted were allegedly held down while several bikers "farted
on their heads." Police officials declined comments on any leads or arrests due
to the ongoing nature of the investigation, however, organizers for the
motorcycle club rally expressed "surprise" at the allegations. "That's
preposterous," said on high ranking member of the biker organizing committee. "We
were having a party, and these people showed up and were very rude to us. They
threw things at us, called us names, and tried to ruin the entire event. So, what
did we do? We invited them to the party! What could be more friendly than that?
You know, just because we are all members of motorcycle clubs does not mean
we do not care about inclusiveness. Personally, I think it shows a lack of
character for them to be saying such nasty things about us after we bent over
backwards to make them feel welcome."
When confronted with the allegations of force feeding the activists meat, using
them as ad hoc latrines, leaving them incapacitated in fast food restaurant
dumpsters, and 'farting on their heads,' the organizer declined to comment in
detail. "That's just our secret handshake," assured the organizer.

Submitted by: “Strongbow”
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FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK
To:
PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS
Date:
JANUARY 2010
A few reminders....
The next state meeting is February 13th hosted by Lake County in Clermont, fl.
As you all have seen from the cover, the newsletter is going GREEN effective
March 2010, meaning the newsletter will now by available to members via our
website at:http://abatepalmbeach.com/newsletter2009.html
1.
2.
3.

If you have already elected to receive the newsletter via the internet you
need to do nothing.
If when you joined you DID NOT provide an email address, you need to do
nothing, you will continue to receieve your newsletter via the us mail.
If when you joined you provided us an email address and you elect to OPT IN
to receive your newsletter via us mail, you must do one of the following:
A)
B)
C)

Call Rio at: 561-445-4874 and advise you would like to OPT IN.
Fax a note to: 561-883-2678 - providing your full name and that
you would like to OPT IN to receive a newsletter via us mail.
Drop a note in the mail providing your full name to:
Abate of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073

We have a biker appreciation night planned for SATURDAY January 30th At Island
Jacks from 3pm - 7 pm with the artmann band providing the entertainment. Come
out and have some fun with us! come out and support your chapter. These
appreciation party’s are for anyone, and the funds raised help defray the costs
of our chapter delegates representing you at the state meetings. They are also a
great way to meet other members of the chapter.
A big thank you goes out to SGARY who won the 50/50 drawing at the meeting and
donated it back to the chapter. It is nice to see the chapter working together,
old faces and new faces getting involved, so as our appreciation to you, come and
have some fun at the parties.
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Texting driver 6 times more likely to crash: study
By JoAnne Allen
WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Text-messaging drivers are six times more likely to get
into an accident than drivers who do not text, researchers said in a study
released on Monday.
The researchers say the study, using simulator vehicles and identical traffic
scenarios, also found the risk of texting behind the wheel appeared to be
significantly higher than talking on a cell phone while driving, another dangerous
distraction.
"When people talk on the phone while driving they are four times more likely to
get into an accident. Here we find another ... increase in this risk," said
researcher Frank Drews of the University of Utah, citing previous research.
While other studies have shown the dangers of text messaging while driving,
Drews in a telephone interview said theirs is the first to examine accidents rather
than "close calls."
The study, published in the journal Human Factors, evaluated the driving
performance of 20 pairs of self-described experienced text messengers using
their own cell phones.
The drivers, aged 19 to 23, were instructed to plan an evening outing in which
they had to arrange a number of activities.
"Their task was to drive, single-task driving in the simulator to assess baseline
performance," Drews said. "In the next step, they (researchers) had them text
message with friends who were in a different room while they were driving."
During the study, there were seven collisions, each caused by different drivers.
Six of the crashes (86 percent) happened while drivers were text messaging. Only
one accident occurred while the participant was simply driving.

Submitted by CB Secretary - ABATE P.B.C.
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NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
UNITED NATIONS LAUNCHES GLOBAL ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVE With
traffic accidents causing the deaths of more than one million
people worldwide every year, more than malaria or diabetes,
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon told participants at the First Global
Ministerial Conference on Road Safety in Moscow that more must be done to tackle the
global “crisis” of road traffic fatalities. In addition, some 50 million people are severely
injured, costing governments 1 to 3% of their gross national products.
Opening the conference, the President of Russia Dmitry Medvedev called for action on a
worldwide crisis running at 1.27 million road deaths every year, with about half of those
deaths occurring among vulnerable road users such as cyclists, motorcyclists, and
pedestrians.
The conference culminated with ministers of more than 70 countries around the world
approving the Moscow Declaration, which calls for a “Decade of Action for Road Safety”
and to begin to set out plans for global coordination of the unprecedented effort to
reduce road traffic injuries 50% by 2020.
The Safe Systems strategy advocated in the Moscow Directive requires the entire
road–traffic management system to be designed around compensating for the errors of
road users, so that people can survive the consequences of their mistakes. “Simple
measures such as introducing and enforcing compulsory helmet and seat belt laws can
make a large difference in the trauma that comes with motorization,” write risk
management researchers from Australia.
Only 40% of countries currently have motorcycle laws that stipulate helmet use for
the rider and passenger, according to the World Health Organization (WHO), and fewer
than 60% of countries have laws in place that require all car occupants to wear seatbelts.
The four page Decade of Action declaration includes specific action on vulnerable road
users. It reads: “Make particular efforts to develop and implement policies and
infrastructure solutions to protect all road users in particular those who are most
vulnerable such as pedestrians, cyclists, motorcyclists and users of unsafe public
transport, as well as children, the elderly and people living with disabilities.”
On signing the declaration, governments, United Nations agencies, civil society
organizations and private companies will agree to set “ambitious yet feasible” targets for
reducing traffic casualties in each country.
CONGRESSIONAL ACTION SOUGHT TO PROTECT YOUTH CYCLE SALES Because the Consumer
Product Safety Commission has refused to lift a ban against the sale of kids’ dirt bikes
and ATVs due to lead content of some parts, although the CPSC
agreed to stay the ban until May 1, 2011, the U.S. House of Representatives passed an
appropriations bill on July 16th that would prohibit funding for the ban.

Continued
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An amendment by Representative Denny Rehberg (R-MT) to the House fiscal year 2010
Financial Services Appropriations bill prohibits the use of funds by the CPSC to
implement or enforce section 101(b) of the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act
of 2008 regarding banning the sale of off-highway motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles
intended for use by children 12 and under.
The CPSIA was intended to limit the lead content of children’s toys made in China, but as
an unintended consequence resulted in motorcycle manufacturers ordering dealers
nationwide to stop selling youth-oriented vehicles and parts.
Similar legislation introduced in the Senate does not contain the Rehberg Amendment
language, and has not reached the Senate floor for a vote.
Help protect access to youth-model off-road vehicles and parts by contacting your
federal legislators and ask them to support language in the final appropriations bill that
excludes children’s motorcycles and ATVs from the CPSIA.
PENNSYLVANIA NOISE LEGISLATION COULD TURN NOSEY NEIGHBORS INTO NARCS House Bill
2104 on noise control was introduced in the Pennsylvania legislature on November 18
and referred to the House Committee on Transportation to consider allowing citizens to
report loud vehicles and noisy mufflers to authorities for further action.
As introduced, HB 2104 reads;
Exhaust systems, mufflers and noise control.
(f) Enforcement for violations (1) A person who reasonably believes that a motor vehicle is in violation of this section
may file a complaint, containing the registration plate number, with a magisterial district
judge.
(2) Based on the information in the complaint, the magisterial district justice may issue a
search warrant for the vehicle and shall forward the search warrant and information
contained in the complaint to the Pennsylvania State Police for investigation.
(3) Upon receipt of the search warrant, the Pennsylvania State Police shall investigate
whether the vehicle is in violation of this section and shall take appropriate action to
enforce the provisions of this section.
(4) A person who files more than one complaint under this section which, after
investigation by the Pennsylvania State Police, are determined not to support a violation
of this section shall be prohibited from filing any additional complaint under this section
for a period of 12 months.
ALWAYS-ON HEADLIGHT LAW PROPOSED IN ILLINOIS A state lawmaker has introduced
legislation requiring Illinois motorists to turn on their headlights even during
daylight hours to make it easier for motorists to see each other, thus reducing
accidents. "It would enhance safety," Rep. Dan Brady said.
It also would put Illinois alone in the U.S. Although day-time running lights are required
in some European countries, the only other state where it is even being considered is
Alaska. In Juneau, state lawmakers say long twilight periods and low sun angles there
produce shadows and make it difficult to see vehicles.

Continued
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Most motorcycles are already required to have a headlamp on at all times for increased
conspicuity, and many riders feel they would lose their visibility and be lost in a sea of
headlight beams if all vehicles were to run with their lights on.
If House Bill 4701 is approved, someone caught for not turning on their lights could
face a fine of $75. Brady said he wants to study the issue more before he asks his
colleagues to vote on the matter.
S.C. SUPREME COURT COULD RULE ON MYRTLE BEACH HELMET LAWSUITS Two lawsuits
against Myrtle Beach over the city’s helmet law could be heard by the state's high court
in the new year. The S.C. Supreme Court clerk sent a letter to Myrtle Beach and the
plaintiffs saying the lawsuits filed by business owners and a group of motorcyclists might
be heard in the February session. The plaintiffs are suing the city to stop it from
enforcing the motorcycle helmet law it imposed last year as part of a package of 15 new
ordinances designed to deflect the May motorcycle rallies from the city.
Attorneys for the city, BOOST (Business Owners Organized to Support Tourism) and the
49 riders who protested the city's helmet ordinance on the day it became effective and
were ticketed have filed their briefs with the high court, allowing judges to read the
issues that will be argued orally if the hearing is slated.
Lawyers representing BOOST have filed more than 30 pages of briefs containing multiple
sections, contending among other issues:
The city is overstepping its bounds by making such a law;
The General Assembly intended people older than 21 to have freedom of choice on
wearing helmets;
The helmet ordinance violates the state's Uniform Traffic Act;
The ordinance should be voided because it is vague and ambiguous;
The ordinance is arbitrary, capricious and unreasonable;
And ending a motorcycle rally isn't a legitimate government purpose.
But Tom McGrath, Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (AIM) attorney for Virginia who is
representing the protesters filed a much shorter brief, saying among other things that
most of the arguments don't matter because the city's ordinance is at odds with state law,
and for that reason alone it should be tossed out.
"The gist of the city's arguments is that it has the right to do whatever it wants to do as
long as it declares something to be a public nuisance and decides to abate
it," McGrath's brief begins. "...If the ordinances conflict with state law, the ordinances
are void. If the ordinances are void, their underlying merits are irrelevant."
ARIZONA BIKERS PROTEST DISCRIMINATION AND POLICE HARASSMENT As a state highway
patrol helicopter circled low over head and the state gang task force took photos from
across the street, several hundred bikers from 40 motorcycle clubs throughout
Arizona assembled after their regularly scheduled Arizona Confederation of Motorcycle
Clubs meeting on November 7th for a protest ride past four Kingman bars that recently
adopted a “NO COLORS” policy.
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ACMC advocates for biker rights and meets twice a month, discussing issues like helmet
or emission laws or pushing for biker-friendly legislation. Dan Balentine, president of
the Desert Road Riders Motorcycle Club and secretary for the ACMC told the Daily
News that the confederation of clubs is in the process of hiring a third lobbyist to work
on the no colors policy initiated by some bars and restaurants in Kingman. Balentine said
ACMC's mission statement is to educate the public of the positive aspects of motorcycle
clubs and lawfully oppose intrusion to biker rights.
One of the ACMC lobbyists, Skypilot, is based at the state capital in Phoenix and works
with the legislators while a second lobbyist works on federal issues in Washington, D.C.
Skypilot reported that he is talking with state legislators on motorcycle issues such as
right of ways, emissions, discrimination by law enforcement, correctly fastening license
plates and extended yellow lights.
ACMC's president Ray "Still Ray" Fitzgerald, said the object of the protest ride was to
draw attention to the way the gang task force illegally forces bars to adopt the no
colors policy or face having their liquor licenses pulled.
Riders wearing their club colors on the protest ride arrived armed with discrimination
forms to document people who were turned away for a possible class-action lawsuit.
"Why would they turn us away?" said Steve Musgrave, a member of the Desert Thunder MC
and a registered motorcycle rights lobbyist for eight years. "Our money should be as
good as everyone else's." Musgrave, who also serves on the National Coalition of
Motorcyclists (NCOM) board of directors, said it is unfair for police to label motorcycle
clubs as gangs. "We are a club, not a gang. We have regular meetings and pay dues," he
said. "Almost everybody here is a law-abiding citizen who has a job and pays their taxes,
just like everyone else."
AUSTRALIAN BIKERS THREATEN TO SUE PUBS OVER COLORS DISCRIMINATION Members of at
least 21 of the state's “bikie gangs” are preparing to sue the 53 pubs, clubs, hotels
and cocktail bars from Wollongong to The Entrance where they are banned if they turn
up for a drink wearing club colors or their trademark bikie jewelry.
They claim the bars are breaching the Anti-discrimination Act, the Human Rights Commission
Act and probably the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which has been
adopted by Australia.
After gauging reaction from the bars, the United Motorcycle Council NSW plans to take
action on behalf of all the clubs. The council was formed earlier this year as a reaction
to government efforts to ban motorcycle clubs through the strictest anti-gang laws in
the world.
JAPANESE MOTORCYCLE EXPORTS DOWN BY HALF Motorcycle exports from Japan have
slumped by over 50%, according to shocking new figures released by the industry
watchdog.
In October 2009 global exports of motorcycle from Japan were recorded at 41,143
units, compared with the 90,702 units total recorded for the same month of the
previous year. The 54.6% export decrease is the twenty-fifth consecutive month that
export figures have dropped, according to a recent JAMA report.
The total value of motorcycles exported for October was 334.12 million U.S. dollars
including 229.94 million U.S. dollars for vehicles and 14.18 million U.S. dollars for
parts. This is a decrease of 263.09 million U.S. dollars or 44.1 percent, as compared
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with 597.21 million U.S. dollars recorded for the same month of the previous year, the
report stated.
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “Too bad that all the people who really know how to run the country
are busy driving taxi cabs and cutting hair.” George Burns, comedian (1896 – 1996)

Welcoming the New Year 2010
In an effort to become more effective in our role as members of ABATE
of Florida, Inc. and unified in our efforts to bring our chapter closer
together as members of ABATE Palm Beach, I would like to ask for your
suggestions on what you feel could be done to improve the function of
our chapter. Remember this is our chapter your opinion is valued and
your input is vital in setting the chapter’s agenda for the year.
Please take a moment to submit your opinions, comments and suggestions.
Mail to:

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, Fl. 33497- 1073

Email: president@abatepalmbeach.com,
vicepresident@abatepalmbeach.com,
secretary@abatepalmbeach.com, treasurer@abatepalmbeach.com,
sgt-arms@abatepalmbeach.com

And that's all the News that fits!

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073
Check your mail label for
membership expiration

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting
VFW POST 4143
JANUARY 16, 2010
11:30 am
2404 Broadway (US1), Riviera Beach - Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on east side. Bike Parking is on south side of
building

Directions:

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions
and events around the state and throughout the country.
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all
motorcyclists rights.
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national
level.
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness.

