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President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

At our last chapter meeting we had a discussion in regard
to support patches being worn by our chapter members and

members of our Board of Directors. I know this has become an issue among
independents and members of other riding organizations and I believe it’s time to
set the record straight on where we stand. ABATE of Florida, Inc. is a not for
profit grassroots motorcyclists rights, safety and awareness organization of 37
chapters throughout the state of Florida. We are A Brotherhood Against
Totalitarian Enactments and we are American Bikers Aiming Toward Education. We
support motorcyclist rights by fighting against unjust laws that are constantly
being proposed, to amend current laws that restrict our rights as well as work
toward getting legislation passed to promote safety, education and awareness for
the well being of  motorcyclists across the board. That means all motorcyclists
whether you are an independent, a club member or a member of a riding
association. That’s our mission and that is what we do. We stand for freedom of
choice and freedom of the road. 

We support all motorcyclists and in order to do that we must remain of neutral
status in the motorcycle community as an association. Our membership includes a
very diverse cross section of motorcyclists unlike any riding organization you
will ever find. We are unique in our acceptance of members ensuring that
everyone’s voice is heard. We welcome independents members of clubs and other
riding associations to join us in support of our efforts because we support and
respect them. We support and respect the independent motorcyclist and offer
them an opportunity to belong to an organization without mandatory requirements.
Your concerns are our concerns, the things that affect you affect us. We are a
Brotherhood of motorcyclists and supporters of our cause. 

Because of our status and because we believe in freedom of choice we are
accepted and respected by other organizations such as The South Florida
Confederation of Clubs and proudly wear the patch as members at large and by
the South Florida Presidents Council. We would not have gained the acceptance
and respect of those organizations if it weren’t for our policy to remain neutral
and not show favoritism towards any one organization over another. That has been
apart of our foundation since ABATE was formed some 30+ years ago. Our
chapter will maintain that same status and hold to that policy because we are
members of  ABATE. Our members from clubs and other riding organizations may
have By-Law’s that do not allow them to wear our patch or any other patch but
their own and we respect that and still welcome their support and participation,
we don’t consider it an insult. 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
Our mission statement is clear: YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN
OUR HOUSE.

We are about to go through our annual election process with the elections being
held June 20th at our regular meeting time 11:30 AM. At the V.F.W. 4143 in
Riviera Bch. This is where you as chapter members make your choice of who will
lead the chapter for the next year. Any one that has been a member for the past
year knows there is a lot of work to be done, there are legislative issues that
were left on the table when sessions closed. We as a chapter must be more
diligent in our efforts to ensure that they are not left to die. I believe from now
until sessions re-open, time can be well spent in doing research on information to
be used to prove to legislators that our position on the issues such as the
“Stiffer Penalties Bill”, the “Cell phone Bill” and Mandatory Drivers Education in
the Florida school system is to be taken seriously, we’re not just going to
forget about them as it seems they have, at least for now. We have succeeded in
having two Bills passed, the Tag Bill and the First Responders Bill, but they have
NOT reached the Governor's desk yet.

The Governor has however signed the 2009-2010 bill that gives ABATE of
Florida the money to be used for safety awareness. We will start receiving the
money in July. I have begun getting pricing to be forwarded to the ABATE Safety
Director for bus and bus bench advertising in urban Palm Beach and West Palm
Beach, I am hoping to find locations for Billboards on the east and west sides of
Lake Okeechobee as well. I also plan to meet with administrators from the Palm
Beach Safety Council to find out about the cost of the Public Service Message
many of you have seen on local TV, this may be one of the most important part of
our safety and awareness program as it certainly has had an impact on those who
have seen the one that was aired recently by the P.B.S.C. Our own safety program
has been dormant over the past year causing our status to fall to the bottom of
the list with the State Safety Trustee but I have every intention of reactivating it
with the help of a few dedicated members willing to make their commitment and see
it through. 

I have heard the call for change from a few members in our chapter; I believe
change is the natural evolution of a plan as it progresses. I believe if people
working together for a common goal have a genuine sense of commitment and
dedication to a plan, change is inevitable, it’s a progressive change. If it is a
matter of trashing everything that has been accomplished to take off in a totally
different direction without a clear understanding of what that change will bring
about in the long run, it becomes counter productive and more times than not it
brings about irreversible consequences which spells disaster. Especially if the
original plan is trashed before it’s goals were accomplished. I have not heard one 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
word as to what kind of change is being proposed, I have not heard what the
planned change is, have you? 

I am not opposed to change, I believe there are individual members running for
positions in this chapter that will allow progressive change, bring fresh ideas
and offer suggestions to achieve the long term goals that were set when we
started this chapter. Building on the foundation that has been established by
achieving the short term goals we have accomplished and move forward. We have
become one of the most progressive chapters in the state in a very short time,
let’s not forget we are just entering our fourth year as a chapter in Palm
Beach, three chapters before us never made it that far. If the change fails and
the chapter fails, there probably will not be another charter given to Palm
Beach by ABATE of Florida, Palm Beach will be represented under the Southeast
Charter. We have always maintained our own identity, united we have followed the
plan we had established since our inception and have served as an example in our
progress.

“Change” 

Personally, I will take the pride I have seen in our members for what we have
accomplished, I’ll take the respect we have been given because of our honor and
resolve. And, I’ll take the trust we have in each other to make the right decisions
as a chapter. Without a plan you can keep the change.

Ride Free, Ride Safe

Strongbow
561-302-0879
president@abatepalmbeach.com 



7 ISSUE 2009-06           HOT LINE 561-733-5187 (24/7) JUNE, 2009

Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization

dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride. 

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.

We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.  

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact: 
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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AUGUST
Arthur "Butch" Turner
Nubia E.  Downs
Dwayne A.  Downs
John "L.B." Valiquette
Jeff Horwitz
Mike Smith
Jake Engelston
Robert  Banks

Barry Duralia
Thomas DePastino
Sandy "Sunny" Peterson
Jeff "A/C" Strobel
Kathleen  Shaw
Terry "Hugger" Height
Glen  Rubin

MAY
Thomas "Ramblin Man"  Botticelli
Richard "Pops" Caston
James  Klinger

Tom  Quinn
Scott "Phoenix" Lipp
Bryron "Shoes" Walker

JULY

Darrell "Wildthing" Magee
James "One Nut" Race
Theodore Louis Casey
Faith "Coyote" Cote
Tim "T.A." Ralph
Douglas Smith
John Ligouri

Victor "Chance" Rizzi
Linda "Risky" Couture
Nicole Bouthillette
Anthony Straw 
Feliciano Wilfred
Lonnie "LL/Speed" Loff

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your membership or be
deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure to notify us of any change  of address to

continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

JUNE
Kelly "Boots"  Cassel Heller
Charles "Freeze" Housman
Denis "Pepe" Lessard
Bob Sykes
Robbie "Smoke" Merritt
Sandy   Merritt
William "Boats" May

Warren  Price 
Ken "Deep Sea" Soule
Tammy "Duma" Peeples
James "Slim" Pickens
Charles "Chuck" Widle
Bernie "Bondo Bernie" Korkowski

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message

This past month our brothers and sisters on two wheels in
Maine, a forerunner in individual right to decide, won another
battle against the degradation of our right to choose.   Again
the right to make our own decision to wear a helmet when we
ride was challenged.  The State of Maine, a long time supporter

of a Citizens right to choose what is best for themselves, again supported an
individual’s right when they defeated a bill to repeal a Maine rider’s right to choose
whether or not to wear a helmet.  The bill was defeated 39 to 9.  This just shows
us here in Florida that the battle to preserve our rights will never be over!

Truly, what is the reasonable right decision and who has the right to make that
decision?  In a mega media story when a notable NFL Athlete was in a motorcycle
accident and his doctor went public with his opinion that had he been wearing a
helmet he probably would not have survived his opinion was attacked by a wealth of
“notable and knowledgeable” sources who would not have even noticed the opposite
view, spoke out against the doctor who was there and treating the man. This again is
another attempt to protect us from ourselves.  I don’t know about you but I have had
enough of Big Brother telling me that they know better than I do what is best for
me!  Then again, I have always had a problem with anyone telling me what I need to do
to make me fit in with them.  Quite frankly, I prefer standing along side with like
minded Brothers and Sisters asserting my right to be myself.

I do however believe that I, or anyone else, must comply with laws and standards that
are set up to make EVERYONE responsible for a safe and REASONABLY organized
society.  Such laws that where written to protect us from harm or prevent us from
harming others.  I believe in our laws that allow the Government to tax and
adjudicate us, after proper representation, for the right to live and operate within
a societal standard that creates harmony for all.  We have standards and laws to
protect our organized society that once passed by the stated majority of elected
representatives must be obeyed for the good of all until challenged and proven
wrong by that same majority.  We must live by a standard that benefits all over what
is of greater benefit to any one individual.

Time and time again I have chosen to hold myself to a standard above what would be
considered acceptable to achieve what I measure as the best choice.  Though not the
easiest path, it is usually the preferable destination.  What I hope to accomplish by
that is an example to those surrounding me to following that path of righteousness
and not lawlessness which will allow us the respect to assert the rights we
deserve.  A leader CANNOT do this from the outside the law.  As leaders we MUST
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
live within the respect of the societal standards set to govern or not only will our
voices be muted against injustices, the voices of who we represent will not be heard
and that is totally unacceptable.

This past Sunday I volunteered to assist our Brothers and Sisters in the Southeast
Chapter of ABATE, for which I have membership since 1998, by preparing the food
and cooking for their event.  I mention this because I was fortunate enough to work
all day Sunday with a fantastic and dedicated staff of volunteers that assisted me in
serving close to 600 meals.  One of these fine young Brothers was new to ABATE
but epitomized what I believe is our Future.  His name is Rick.  He’s a former US
Marine, like I said a new ABATE Member and he wears both patches proudly on his
back.  To say he worked his “Butt” off and made my day a whole lot better would be
a gross understatement.  I told Jimmy Les (SE President) and Jimbo (SE VP) that had
he not lived so far south I’d do all I could to steal him for our chapter because a
valuable attitude like his and his youth is what the foundation of ABATE of Florida
desperately needs.  Needless to say they both had “colorful” rebuttals to my
recruitment attempts but now understood what they had in this young man.  Not to
say that we in Palm Beach do not have an exceptional Membership, I was just
appreciating a young man who I hope will excel in our sister chapter.

We have a very important meeting and election coming up this month.  You, the
membership, on June 20th, will determine the direction Our Chapter.  As many of you
know a lot has been brought to light over the past year and you all have the right
to show up and vote to determine our future.  I am running for the Presidency of
our Chapter.  I stand for a proud and trustworthy commitment for a progressive
future.  I humbly and respectfully ask for your backing for a progressive future.
For over three years I have enjoyed addressing our concerns here in our newsletter
as Your vice president.  Next month, by your choice, my opinions and views will be
continued as Your president or from within the floor of dedicated members.  The
choice is YOURS.  Please show up to make it.  JUNE 20Th  Saturday, 11:30 AM.  For
the Future of OUR Chapter.     

Just remember… All you have to do to be heard is show up!
All you have to do to have what you say to count is show up and
VOTE!

Please feel free to write me with your comments on this article or any other issue
you would like to discuss!

John “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president
VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT 

Dan Henderson, Webmaster, State Delegate and Legislative rep.  
These are the observations and opinions of one member, a member of the board, who has
personal experiences with the facts.  Please read completely with an open mind.

      I agree it is time for change, but not in the way some image.  The change that is
needed is in many ways.  We must remember we are a Brotherhood.  Members need to
become more involved with the goals of ABATE of Florida and our chapter.  We need
members to learn more about what the board does.  When I joined, the application asked
how I could help, I wrote my web experience.  I have reworked and updated our site.  I
learned my other positions by attending state meetings, seeing how the State operates. 
When we needed an alternate delegate, I filled in.  I took over Legislative when no one
else would since I felt doing the Legislative part of the site would work.  At State
meetings I talked with others in similar chapter positions.  I feel we have a lot to do
legislatively, and that requires the help of the membership.   These actions really do not
require a lot of time but helping is the best way to learn positions.  It was put to the
board to attempt to have trustees become more chairpersons of groups, thus getting
more members involved, more done and preparing future officers.  I’ve seen too many
walk away from helping.
      We have much to do for Legislative. I have learned from other chapters and am ready
to implement plans for better communications with our representatives – whether
reelected or not, with members help or not.  I’m happy some new members have offered
to help. 
      One disappointment has been our Safety Program. We need more Safety Instructors,
difficult because they need to be available daytime for school presentations.  I made
contact with School District head of Driver Education last December.  We need to get
into that, along with the Safety Council and other groups.  We were placed on the
bottom of the list for supplies by Abate of Florida, Inc. since no presentations were
done in the past year. 
      Yes, it is time for change, change in our members foremost.   I realize it may be
difficult for members to give the time they wish, that is why membership numbers are
important.  While I was working our table at the 360 Bikers event, I had many great
conversions.  Smart people concerned about issues like ours.  I met some who came from
other states, even other state ABATE groups.  These are the independents we should be
getting to join.  Club members are great but have their groups also to commit to, so I
understand their time may be limited.  We have room for ALL motorcyclists.  So states our
mission statement and we benefit from all types being involved.
      There were a couple of comments in the “campaigning” I think need to be clarified. 
One was implication of “Non-disclosure” of finances.  Our Treasurer has always been
open to show any member the records, she does bring the State Treasurer’s report to
meetings if any member wants to see.  Another comment was made about the WE who took
action against the board.   I did not speak up at that time as I am also fed up with the
bickering and have attempted to solve the issues. As a Board member I must make it clear
WHO that WE was NOT.  I did NOT have any prior knowledge of the charges, and think
others may not have been in the full understanding.  But that is not my place to speak
for others, just myself
      I do know that I will base my vote on the record, the commitment, and work of the
candidates and I hope you will too.  And I hope all will unite and work for the goals of
our chapter and ABATE of Florida. 
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May Legislative/Delegate Report
BY: Slow Motion 

SB 986/HB 1161-SB986 died in committee. This was our
stiffer penalties bills. After the fiasco in the senate
hearings they decided not to pursue this bill. 

SB 1100 has passed and is going to the Governor it has the
language that removes the horizontal bike tag 

HB 1079 has passed and is on the way to the governor and it has the language in
it that says a tag doesn't need to read left to right clearing the way for vertical
tags. This Bill removes the word "horizontal" from the wording. It now states that
the tags must be permanently affixed to the vehicle and not be able to be flipped
up. No mention of creating a "special" vertical reading tag. 

So basically it goes back to how it was before HB137 when you could legally
have a vertical tag. Just make sure it is permanently mounted and not able to be
moved.  This is a great victory, it shows how quickly we can mobilize yourself to
make changes. (There was some confusion as HB582 was reported as this bill. 
HB582, HB 1479 and HB7033 were very similar bills that failed – Slo Motion)

SB 2282 has passed and is on the way to the governor. This is the first
responder bill we supported and we have received thanks from the firm who
sponsored it. 

The House of Representatives budget committee decided to go along with the
Senate proposal of giving ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. $500,000 IN OUR NAME TO
PROMOTE MOTORCYCLE SAFETY starting July 1, 2009 until June 30, 2010.
Congratulations to Abate of Florida, Inc. you have done it again. That makes 1.5
million in the past five years. We just need the Governor not to veto this money. 
Doc

*** So we didn't get everything that we wanted but we did very good. Thanks to
Doc we did get the $500,000 for our Safety Programs. We have a lot to be
proud of and opportunities for improvement. I will be sharing more about that in
the very near future. 

This just in From Darrin

Prosecution Still Possible for Violators of the CPSIA! 
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Write Your State Attorney General Today!
http://capwiz.com/amacycle/issues/alert/?alertid=13394176&queueid=[capwiz:queue_i
d] 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has voted to stay enforcement of the
Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008 (CPSIA) that currently bans the
sale of youth-model motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs). The stay, which
extends through May 1, 2011, follows a unanimous vote by Acting Chairman Nancy
Nord and Commissioner Thomas Moore. 
 
While the AMA applauds the Commissioners' vote to stay enforcement, it is unclear
whether state attorneys general will also decline to enforce the CPSIA. Because the
law is still in place, the sale of youth-model motorcycles and ATVs is still
technically illegal.
 
In Acting Chairman Nord's testimony at a hearing to a Subcommittee of the U.S. House
Committee on Small Business on May 14, the Acting Chairman stated, "I would like to
call your attention to Section 218 of the CPSIA that gives state attorneys general
the authority to enforce certain federal product safety laws, including those
regarding the limits on lead and phthalates. This state authority to enforce CPSC's
statutes compromises the ability of our agency's Office of Compliance to engage in
reasonable enforcement discretion. For example, the CPSC is powerless to require
state attorneys general to join in the agency's stay of enforcement of certain testing
and certification requirements."
 
In other words, even though a stay means that dealers would not be subject to fines
or penalties imposed by the CPSC, state attorneys general would still be able to
prosecute violators if they chose to do so.
 
Motorcyclists and ATV riders need to let their state attorneys general know that we
are concerned about the law, and that we want their office to work with the CPSC and
to follow their lead in staying enforcement of the lead content limits of the CPSIA.
 
Additionally, the AMA continues to advocate for a permanent legislative fix to remove
youth-model motorcycles and ATVs from the CPSIA. For more ways you can help to
exclude youth-model motorcycles and ATVs from the CPSIA or for more information
about the issue, got to
http://www.amadirectlink.com/news/story.asp?id=629&s=banner  

Darrin "Scribe" Brooks,
State Legislative Trustee, 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
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ABATE AT TURBO BIKE
NIGHT

ABATE AROUND TOWN

abate palm beach at
360 riders pocker
run May 17th 

abate palm beach at
Rock ‘n Roll
Greenacres May 17th

abate palm beach at 
Treasure Coast Bikefest May 30th 
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FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK

To: PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS
Date: APRIL 2009

A few reminders....

our next state meeting is June 12-14 in Tavares, at university of Fla. Contact Strongbow
or Kathy Olsey if you plan to attend. see board members page for contact information. 

NOTICE - As mentioned in Good to the Order in our last meeting,  I mentioned I would
clarify the issue of nominees needing to be present at the final meeting when nominations
close and I did in fact make an error.  As such, all those that were not present for that
meeting and had previously accepted their nominated positions are indeed eligible and
refect as such on the nominations page. Now come out and VOTE - JUNE 20TH, 11:30 AM
FOR THE FUTURE OF YOUR CHAPTER.  Don’t assume your vote is not necessary, every vote
counts, look what happened to Adam Lambert on American Idol and Susan Boyle on
Britian’s Got Talent. People didnt vote for their favorite because they thought it wasn’t
necessary. Come out and vote for who you want to lead the chapter in the coming year.  

A few reminders about voting, your membership must be current and you must be an active
member as of May 31st with Abate of Florida, inc, State office in order to vote. 

We have a new advertiser this month.  I am
sure many of you have seen him around at
events: Axman Pictures, stop by his table,
see if he has a pic of you!

Abate Palm Beach Chapter was very busy this
month out and about in the community, check
out the special pictures page and see where
we were.  Thanks to all that showed up to
help at the tables, your time was very much

appreciated. 

Also, please check
out our special
tribute to Memorial Day and our Veterans. 

Some special thoughts and prayers are still needed for a couple
of our members: Dave “Santa Dave” Marchewka, Richard “Pops”
Caston, and Diane “Dixie” Walker.   please keep them in your
prayers.   Abate of palm beach wishes them a speedy recovery.   
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VOTING IS JUNE 20TH
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REMEMBRANCE

HONORING 
&

 SALUTING 
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Every Patch Tells A Story - Slow Motion 

The vest with its patches and pins are an icon of biker life.  When we put it on, we
WILL be (pre)judged by what it has.  If you wear a bike T-shirt, even an ABATE one, it
does not have the impact as the vest does to citizens.  I’m sure that many of you have
experienced the looks when you wear your vest to non bike events.  What are they
thinking of you?  I get many Internet posts about what people may be thinking.  I have
two stories that happened after our May meeting.  Half Pint and I attended the Safe
Harbor Dog wash in Jupiter.  Harley of Palm Beach sponsored a bike show and had a
booth.  As did Southern Bike Night with Jim and Dene doing dog washes, (photos on
BikerOnlineGuide.com).  There were some bikes in the parking lot but we where the
only vests in sight.  Half Pint noticed we were getting those looks but some were
from fellow bikers “out of uniform” who spoke to us.  Previous to that event, I got a
call from Tammy “Duma”.  She hasn’t been around for personal and health reasons
including her brother who is now in hospice.  She asked if I could stop to visit since I
know him from my work with the School Board.  While on our way in an elderly woman,
hunched and all, was coming out.  I expected her reaction would be one of fear but
as she passed by she said “Nice vests”.   While I was taken aback, Florie was quick with
a “Thank you.”  Maybe Bob Dylan was right “the times they are achanging” or it is just
a woman wearing a vest is not threatening.  Or it may be her personality that people
are open to.

Now many clubs and organizations have strict rules for the layout of their vests. 
The Big Bike Riders Association used to have some on their site, but I haven’t re-found
it nor any other “rules”.  Some loose ones heard are the American flag patch should
be worn over the heart with nothing above it.  Bike blessings crosses are usually
accepted there.  I heard the flag patch with the gold borders should be worn by
vets.  But none of these are hard rules – bikers being free spirits usually do what
they want anyway.  The common bond is that the patches are personal.  This is where I
should do a Rod Stewart impersonation “Every patch tells a story”.  Countless times
I have bikers and non-bikers reading my patches and I’ll answer questions about them. 
While I do have three vests, the newest one I usually wear, I have kept in a positive
light since it does have two ABATE chapter and state patches. ABATE, besides Safety
and legal, states to promote a positive biker image.  That is why I’ve keep that vest
rated GP.  In fact I have been considering taking off my Nothin’ Fancy patch to remove
the drinking aspect.

Now about support patches, the chapter passed a recommendation for chapter
members not to wear individual support patches.  As we travel, we might be in
different “territories” and what you wear may put you in peril.  Now I believe anyone
has the right to what you want.  Half Pint wears her support patch for a very good
reason and I’m sure she will tell you the story.  What you wear should have a good
reason and consideration of how it makes you look in other eyes.  Citizens may not
know a lot about the biker lifestyle.  I doubt many know what ABATE, SFPC or SFLCOC
is, but due to the media, other clubs they have heard of, whether true or not.  The
biker image has not often been a positive one but again education is the solution.  That
is part of our ABATE mission.



29 ISSUE 2009-06           HOT LINE 561-733-5187 (24/7) JUNE, 2009



30 ISSUE 2009-06         VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JUNE, 2009

LIFE MEMBER - ABATE PALM BEACH MEMBER - “BIG BAD FRED” 
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NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

MISSOURI HELMET LAW EXEMPTION GOES TO GOVERNOR The
Missouri legislature has passed a bill modifying Missouri’s

mandatory helmet law to exempts persons 21 years of age or older from wearing
protective headgear except when operating or riding motorcycles or
motortricycles upon interstate highways.

Over the past twenty years proposals to repeal the mandatory helmet law have
been controversial, but this year's measure to simply modify the law received
little debate in either chamber. The House gave the bill final approval Wednesday,
Apr 29 on a vote of 93-65. The bill easily passed the Senate earlier, with a 23-6
vote.

The measure now goes to Governor Jay Nixon for his final signature or veto. The
helmet provision was amended onto SCS/SB 202, an act that provides that
operating a motorcycle, in and of itself, shall not be considered evidence of
comparative negligence in accident claims. The act also provides that when
investigating an accident or settling an automobile insurance policy claim, no
insurer, agent, producer, or claims adjuster of an insurer shall assign a
percentage of fault to a party based upon the sole fact that the party was
operating a motorcycle in an otherwise legal manner. The effective date would be
August 28, 2009, and the helmet provision would expire in five years under a
sunset clause.

Steve Carroll of Hannibal, MO, a spokesman for FORR-MO (Freedom of the Road
Riders of Missouri) said passage of the bill is the result of a growing movement.
"It's been a long time coming -- in the educational process -- and I think it's long
overdue," he said.

Senator Luann Ridgeway, R-Smithville, who sponsored the bill in the Senate, said
the helmet law was tantamount to a “nanny state making safety choices for other
people.” Pointing to other injury-prone activities, such as skiing, horseback riding
and even riding in a car, she asked why the state doesn't require helmets for
those. "Where do we draw the line in terms of a caretaker state?" she said.

House sponsor Rep. Gary Dusenberg, R-Blue Springs, also said it was a freedom
issue. The people the bill affects can "go off to war and carry guns under the
flag of our country," said Dusenberg, a former highway patrol officer.
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In 1999, then-Gov. Mel Carnahan vetoed a similar bill. Governor Nixon has
refused to comment on the bill, but if signed into law Missouri would join 30
other states that allow most adult riders to choose regarding helmet use. Only
two of the eight states surrounding Missouri mandate helmet use at all times.
Neither Iowa nor Illinois has a helmet law.

HOUSE APPROVES HEALTH INSURANCE PROTECTIONS FOR MOTORCYCLISTS  The U.S.
House of Representatives voted 422 to 3 on March 31st to pass HR 1253, the
“Health Insurance Restrictions and Clarifications Act of 2009”; bipartisan
legislation to strengthen health insurance coverage for injuries incurred while
participating in legal recreational and transportation activities, such as
motorcycling, riding ATVs, snowmobiling and horseback riding.

While the language falls short of closing the loophole that allows insurance
companies to deny benefits to motorcycle accident victims, it does prevent them
from concealing such coverage exclusions by requiring them to be “explicit and
clear” in fully disclosing benefit limitations and restrictions “in a form that is
easily understandable” to the enrollee in advance of the point of sale.

The bill now goes to the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions, and concerned riders are encouraged to contact their U.S. Senators in
support of the legislation.

CPSC STAYS BAN ON SALE OF YOUTH MOTORCYCLES & ATVs In denying a petition
from the motorcycle industry to overturn a ban against the sale of youth-model
motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) due to the lead content of some
components such as brake parts and battery terminals, the Consumer Product
Safety Commission (CPSC) voted on April 17, 2009 to keep the ban in place but
granted a two-year stay of enforcement to allow the continued sale of these
vehicles while industry attempts to comply with the new federal lead-content
rules.

Congress enacted the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008 to
protect children under 12 from the lead content of toys and other products
intended for the youth market but, intended or not, the ban has crippled a huge
segment of the motorcycle industry, costing an estimated $1 billion a year as
more than 13,000 dealers across the country were stuck holding millions of
dollars in inventory.

The two-member CPSC board voted unanimously, citing safety concerns as the
reason for issuing the stay; "A bigger safety concern than lead exposure is that
the elimination of youth ATV sales will likely increase the number of adult ATVs 
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purchased to be used by younger children, therefore increasing risk of injury
and death."

The stay extends through May 1, 2011, at which time the products must be
brought into compliance or the industry can demonstrate to the CPSC why it is
technologically infeasible to comply.

In the meantime, legislation has been introduced in Congress (H.R. 1587) by
Representative Denny Rehberg (R-MT) to exempt youth-sized motorcycles and ATVs
from the CPSIA. Help end the youth bike ban permanently by calling your members
of the U.S. House of Representatives today and ask their support for H.R. 1587.

NEW MOTORCYCLE SALES DECLINE IN Q1 Despite six straight years of new
motorcycle sales eclipsing the 1 million mark, the sagging economy has impacted
U.S. sales in the first quarter of 2009 resulting in a 30.5% decline compared
to the same period last year.

According to the Motorcycle Industry Council (MIC), which compiled the results
based on sales figures from 12 of the leading brands, the best performing type
of motorcycles were affordable, fuel-efficient dual-purpose models which only
dropped by 24%. The off-highway market was hardest hit, falling by 39.7% due in
part to the new federal lead-content law that banned the sale of youth models.

Scooters were more popular than ever last year, setting a record of 222,000
sold in 2008, but those too are down 36.7% for the first three months of
2009. The on-highway market declined by 27.3%.

"There are still many customers wanting new motorcycles, both veteran riders and
those wanting to join in the fun and gain the benefits," said MIC president Tim
Buche. "But, in reaction to the economy, there have been some production cuts.
And the lead ban turned many parents away from buying new dirt bikes for their
kids. There's a need for wholesale financing to help keep dealerships supplied
with inventory, and a need for consumer credit to loosen up so that dealerships
can get those new bikes out on the roads and on the trails. It's very hard to get
retail financing now, even if you have good credit."

The early year sales decline follows a relatively flat year for motorcycles, with
sales estimates for all motorcycles and scooters sold nationwide in 2008 at
1,087,000 units, down just 3.3% from the previous year. Sales still topped the
one-million mark, and did so for the sixth consecutive year, beating the longest
run of million-plus sales ever recorded by the MIC, during the five years from
1970 to 1974.
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WEIRD NEWS: MAN FAKES KIDNAPPING TO FIND STOLEN MOTORCYCLE After hours
of searching for a toddler whose father claimed he was attacked by motorcycle
thieves who abducted the child, police arrested the Florida man for fabricating
the kidnapping to get police to launch an intensive search for his stolen
motorcycle.

According to The Gainesville Sun newspaper, Alachua County deputies took the
37-year old man away in handcuffs for filing a false report after his story
unraveled during the manhunt and police learned that the 1-year old was safe
with his mother.

Officers believe the man was the victim of thieves who posed as interested buyers
and then took his gold-and-black Yamaha, so he told his wife to take their son out
of day care and he then called police to report that the child had been taken.

"His thinking was if they thought my child was missing, there would be a more
intensive search than for the motorcycle," a Sheriff's Office spokesman told the
paper. The bike and the thieves are still at large.

MANDATORY REFLECTIVE VESTS URGED FOR FILIPINO BIKERS The Metropolitan
Manila Development Authority (MMDA) is proposing mandatory training and the
wearing of reflector vests for motorcycle riders in an effort to curb rising
deaths and injuries.

According to MMDA Chairman Bayani Fernando there is a need to "enhance the
skills" of motorcycle drivers nationwide, and further suggested that the
government adopt the practice in Bogota, Colombia where motorcycle drivers are
mandated to use reflectorized vests to allow for greater visibility during
nighttime and eliminate road mishaps.

There are now an estimated 2.5 million registered motorcycles in the Philippines,
and motorcycle sales have been growing at an unprecedented rate, driven by high
fuel costs and easy-on-the-pocket installment plans. Some 671,588 new
motorcycles were registered in 2008, compared with only 46,183 new cars.

NCOM CONVENTION LIGHTS UP RENO The bright lights of the “Biggest Little City In
The World” shined off the bright chrome and polish of hundreds of shiny
motorcycles parked along the entranceway to John Ascuaga’s Nugget Casino and
Resort, as near-record crowds of concerned bikers from around the country
came together in unity and cooperation for the 24th Annual National Coalition of
Motorcyclists Convention, held in Reno, NV May 7-10, 2009.
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The NCOM Convention, which was hosted by the Northern Nevada Confederation of
Clubs, presented an opportunity for motorcyclists of every background to find
common ground and focus on issues of concern to all motorcyclists. Riders
learn, teach and share with one another, and coordinate with likeminded individuals
and groups to forge relationships and foster communications.

Nearly 1,400 motorcyclists attended the Convention, and conventioneers
represented almost all major patch holding motorcycle clubs, as well as a wide
array of motorcycling-oriented organizations and associations, including a
majority of State Motorcyclists Rights Organizations across the country.

The NCOM Convention featured educational seminars covering such diverse topics
as Biker Rights and Civil Liberties post-9/11 and the Federal Trademark Seizure
threat where all club insignia are put at risk, combating Anti-Biker Discrimination,
Christian Unity, Women in Motorcycling, and a host of other legislative, judicial,
and lifestyle issues. NCOM also broke special ground this year with the first
presentation of a seminar entitled, "The World Of Sport Bikes", which focused on
issues and concerns specific to the Sport Bike Community.

The Worldwide Confederation of Clubs meeting on Friday was packed with over
900 club members expressing solidarity and a renewed commitment to work
together and defend Riding Freedom.

The Convention was dedicated to the memory of longtime participants in the fight
for Motorcycling Liberty who have passed from our ranks in the past year; AIM
Attorney Joe "Big Guy" Eggleston, Bob Illingworth, and Robert "Grub" Chafe.

The Saturday Night events were festive, featuring the Silver Spoke Awards
Banquet where recognition was given to notables in various fields who have had a
positive impact on motorcycling. The Entertainment Award was given to TV and movie
actor Robert Patrick of "The Unit" and "Terminator" fame, who not only is an avid
rider and ABATE of California member, but also is a Chapter President in the
Boozefighters Motorcycle Club. Steve Johann of Hog Radio received the Media
Award. Receiving the Silver Spoke Award for Government was Nevada Assemblyman
Don Gustavson, a tireless defender of freedom of choice. The Commerce Award
was presented to Clay Ridley, founder of the Ridley Motorcycle Company. Florida
Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (AIM) Attorney Jerry Theophilopoulos was presented
the Silver Spoke for Legal, while Special Recognition Awards were bestowed
upon A.I.M. Chief of Staff Charles “Roach” Hoffman and ABATE of Wyoming’s
“Mileage” Mike Harrison.
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Rounding out the evening’s recognitions, the Ron Roloff Lifetime Achievement
Award was given to Pepper Massey, former executive director of NCOM and past
director of the Sturgis Motorcycle Museum/Hall of Fame and Sturgis Rally.

Attendees came away from this year's NCOM Convention with a great deal of
enthusiasm and motivation to continue the fight for Motorcycling Freedom in back
home in their own respective legislative, judicial, and social arenas.

Plan now to attend the 2010 Silver Anniversary NCOM Convention, next Mother’s
Day weekend in Orlando, Florida!

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "Just as your fortune depends upon how your money is invested,
so the success of your life depends upon how your time is invested." Leone
Kester

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to
legislative actions and
events around the state
and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful
and viable political
force in legislative
matters concerning all
motorcyclists rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state
and national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing
on individual rights. 
 To educate the public
about motorcycle
awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

June 20, 2009 
11:30 am
VFW POST 4143

2404 Broadway (US 1)
Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073

 HOT LINE 561-733-5187

Check your mail label for
membership expiration
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