ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.
PALM BEACH CHAPTER
DEDICATED TO FREEDOM OF CHOICE,
FREEDOM OF THE ROAD
ISSUE 2009-12

ABATE
of Florida, Inc.

A MERICAN
B IKERS
A IMING
T OWARD

E DUCATION
NEXT CHAPTER
MEETING

11:30 AM
SATURDAY
DECEMBER 19th

LET THOSE
WHO RIDE
DECIDE!

VISIT US AT:ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

DECEMBER, 2009

2 ISSUE 2009-12 VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

DECEMBER, 2009

PRESIDENT
BUDD “STRONGBOW” AUBRY
561-482-4346/CELL 561-302-0879
PRESIDENT@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

VICE PRESIDENT
ED “NIGHTHAWK” LATTARI
561-309-5412
VICEPRESIDENT@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

SECRETARY - PRO-TEM CHARLES CB BARCELLONA
561-305-0172
SECRETARY@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

TREASURER - ALISON “RIO” LEITI
561-482-4346
TREASURER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

SGT-AT-ARMS - PRO-TEM - DARIN ROCKER RUDDOCK
561-889-1751
ASST. SGT-AT-ARMS MICHAEL “ZIM” ZIMMER-561-718-6057

MEMBERSHIP - ALISON “RIO” LEITI
561-482-4346
MEMBERSHIP@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

STATE REP - DAN “SLO MOTION “ HENDERSON
561-702-9929
STATEREP@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM
BUDD “STRONGBOW” AUBRY
561-302-0879

LEGISLATIVE LIAISON
DAN HENDERSON
561-702-9929
LEGISLATIVE@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

PR/ADVERTISING
GIA LIPPARD - 561-665-1487

NEWSLETTER - ALISON “RIO” LEITI
561-482-4346
NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

SAFETY DIRECTOR - Position open

LEGAL COUNSEL - JON “WADE” LIPPARD
561-665-0930
LEGAL@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

SAFETY@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM
PRODUCTS - ALISON “RIO” LEITI - 561-482-4346

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT
This newsletter is the monthly publication of
ABATE of Florida, Inc. Palm Beach Chapter
Published monthly (12 times a year)
Abate of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073

WEBMASTER - DAN HENDERSON
561-702-9929
WEBMASTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

DISCLAIMER
This official publication of ABATE of Florida, Inc.,
Palm Beach Chapter accepts no responsibility for
the comments, advertisers or opinions contained in
this publication
The submission deadline for all material intended for
publication in this newsletter is the 25th of each
month.

EDITORIAL GUIDELINES
You are encouraged to submit letters about abate related to events, articles, photographs, commentaries,
etc. please do not submit Slanderous or accusing letters, profanity or nudity. Abate of florida, inc, will
not accept any advertising that discriminates against any type of motorcyclist
DONATIONS TO ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC. ARE NOT DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME TAX PURPOSES

3 ISSUE 2009-12 VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

DECEMBER, 2009

4 ISSUE 2009-12 VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

DECEMBER, 2009

President’s Message
Brothers and Sisters,
Here we are about to turn the page on another year gone
by and as I look back to see where we were last year at this
time and where we are today the contrast is striking. There
has been a renewed spirit of unity among chapter members
and a real sense of coordination and cooperation has emerged. We have been able
to bring about the changes that were necessary to get the chapter moving
forward in a very short period of time. It has become obvious that because of
more new members working with members that had stayed the course they have
become motivated to get involved and offer their ideas on how we can progress
and successfully accomplish our goals.
We have worked through the muck and mire and continue to build on the
foundation that was established by those who believed that we as members of
ABATE Palm Beach have an opportunity to be the most progressive chapter in the
state. We have begun work on creating new programs to address deficiencies that
have caused us to re think our plan and bring about changes in the current
system that will redefine the direction of our chapter. In doing that, new ideas
have spawned creative thinking and opened the door to positive dialog among our
members, giving those that may have been on the sidelines an opportunity to see
that they too can step up and become a part of what I see as a new beginning. That
their opinions and ideas are valued and can make a difference in the planning and
putting the plan into action, taking us one step closer to accomplishing our long
term goals. I believe it also helps to strengthen our bond with other chapters
and to work with them to become more unified in our efforts in promoting and
supporting ABATE of Florida and its’ agenda.
The eyes of the motorcycle communities throughout the country will be upon
ABATE of Florida this coming year as we will be hosting the N.C.O.M. Convention
May 6th – 9th in Orlando. I attended the South Florida Presidents Council meeting
last month and believe me it was made a priority by every member of the council
and their organizations. It was declared a mandatory by AOA 1%er’s and their
affiliates and suggested to the other representatives present to do the same. Yes,
it’s that important, I think those who have been around a while recognize that the
changes in government are not in the best interest of the people it will affect
most and that includes us.
With more and more talk of government involvement in our private lives and more
restrictions threatening our most basic freedoms we as motorcyclists will need
to become even more unified in our efforts to speak out against what I see as an
act to force conformity on American citizens. It’s obvious to me why government
wants to force this upon us it makes us easier to see. If everyone else is “goose
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President’s Message - Cont’d
stepping” down the straight and narrow, those of us who choose march to a
different drum become more identifiable. This makes us a moving target, easy to
see and vulnerable to attack. If we become the focus of those who wish to force
conformity on us we are going to be in for the fight of our lives. The only way
this can be avoided is to set an example, unite and support other Motorcycle
Rights organizations and N.C.O.M. in an effort to put up a concerted resistance to
stop this deceptive and calculated plan to run our lives for us. They’re counting
on ABATE to stay on top of the legislation emanating from our own state all the
way to Washington and keep them informed if we are to formulate a strategy. Now,
it’s up to us to lead them back, to lead by example.
We as motorcyclists will need to become one voice with a strong conviction to
push back and not allow those who have been led into the trap drag us down to
their level. I’m sure there are a lot of folks out there who swallowed the bait,
hook, line and sinker only to realize they had been caught up in the feeding
frenzy only to find “there’s no such thing as a free lunch”. When dealing with
the art of deception anyone that has been in combat will tell you, “if something
makes you look up, look down before you take another step”. Unfortunately,
there are those that are so fixated on what they are being shown in one hand that
they forget to look at what the other hand is doing. Awareness is part of our
commitment and “ The price of Freedom is to remain ever vigilant”.
I hope to see everyone turn out for our 4th Annual Freedom Rights Rally and
Freedom isn’t Free Salute to the Troops. Please see the flier on the cover of
this month’s newsletter. This event has the potential to be one of the largest
events of the year. We are counting on all our members to be there and
hopefully, give a little back to the chapter by helping out in stepping up to do
your part in making it the one to remember. We will also be hosting a Biker
Appreciation Party beginning December 8th and continuing on the second Tuesday
of every month in coordination with Home Run Sports Bar and Grill weekly Bike
Night. I want to thank all who came out for Turn 3’s Biker Appreciation Party
Saturday 11/28, especially Rio and Sunny for handling the 50/50 and door prize
tickets. Special thanks also to all the clubs and our Brothers and Sisters of
ABATE SE for their support. A BIG special thanks goes out to our Sister Susan
and husband Brent for their continued support of our chapter. Last but
definitely not least to Derek for doing one helluva job behind the bar helping to
keep the Party going strong. I think it was probably the best turn out we’ve had
and we’re looking forward to the next one already being planned in the very near
future.
ABATE is for all motorcyclists, get on board and get involved, it’s your right and
your choice.
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President’s Message - Cont’d
I’d like to close by wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Prosperous New Year. May you and yours be blessed with good health, good
fortune, happiness and peace.
Your Brother At Arms

Strongbow

President palm beach abate
561-302-0879
president@abatepalmbeach.com
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"
You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.
YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.
WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.
"FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact:

Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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MEMBERSHIPS DUE
NOVEMBER
Steve Pentek
Bill Haythorn
Colin Sutherland
Lars "On Ice" Vinjerud

Richard "Road Kill Rick"Minton
David "Santa Dave" Marchewka
Michael "Mikey Rags" Ragoni
Maureen Shelhamer

DECEMBER
George "Bill" Morris
Paul "Rowdy" Dombroski
Kenneth "Knuckles" Roman
Sue 'Uzi" Roman
Ron Taylor
Doug "Taffyman" Taffe
Raul "Curda" Garcia
Greg "Foto" Hanna
Jon "Blind Bat" Cook

Chauncey "Surfrat" Wallace
Ellyn "Jewels" Feldman
Windy "Cuzzie" Hale
Dana "Country" Roberts
Doug Ellman
Lori Ann "Rocky" Pon
Betty "Old Wise One" Spellman
Sandy "Sidecar Sandy" LaRoche

JANUARY
Jeff "Big Jeff" Foss
John "Cat" Catalano
Lance E. Bradford
Kerry "Mongo" Lovvorn
Rich Rescigno
Mei Tseng

Richard Baumann
Bruce Eldredge
Robbie "Spanky" Caston
Alex Cisneros
Chuck Argentine
John "Focus" Marshall

Tommie "Dancer" Mickel
Kelli "Blondie" Mackey
Gregg Pomeroy
Mike "Scratch" Parrish
Don "Sea Dog" Robinson

FEBRUARY
Paul "Razor" Herrington
Ernest "Godfather" Bocchino
Joey "Uncle Joey" Wiseley
William "Muzzleflash" Kennedy
Quentin "Dr. Q" Youngberg
Elizabeth "Bristol" Cromey-Hawke

Wayne "Deke" Deker
Robert Lewis
Francky McGowan
Robert McGowan
Allen "AW" West
Russel Shaske

Patrick "Poleman" Moreno
Gene "Geno" Fallon
Al Zibas
Patrick "Bull-Dog" Curl
Joe Nellegar
Susan Casey

Your membership expires the last day of your expiration month. To avoid
cancellation of AD&D insurance, please renew your membership in a timely
manner. Also be sure to notify us of any change of address to continue
receiving your newsletter and Masterlink
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Vice President’s Message
Dear Fellow ABATE Members,
December is an important month for us as members of ABATE and
the bikers of Palm Beach county. We have the toy runs and our
annual Freedom Rights rally. These are all very important events
and everyone really needs to try to make these events.
On December 6th is the Toys in the Sun Run. This is the biggest toy run in the country
and biggest single day event in the state. This run benefits the Joe DiMaggio
Children's Hospital. This is a very worthwhile event and a really good time. I like to
describe it as a one day mini Daytona with all it has to offer. This is an event that will
bring out MC's, associations, and other motorcycle organizations from all over
South Florida and the west coast. Last year we had a good turnout for this ride and
I hope to see you there.
On December 13th it's a two-fer!! First is the Bill's Bike Memorial Toy Run in
conjunction with the U.S. Marines Toy's for Tot's program. This run helps many needy
children who otherwise might not have a merry Christmas. We need to have a good
showing there in order to support a good cause and get the word out! Cause it's that
time! Our annual Freedom Rights Rally is immediately after and we need to make sure
everyone knows where to go afterwards.
Our Freedom Rights Rally is extremely important to the chapter. If you're a member
we need you there! We have no mandatory anything but this is when you're needed the
most. I'm not talking about having to participate in any of the work. Just to show up
to have a good time and support your chapter with your presence. Now for those
of you that can help out, you know we need your help! So lets none of us forget,
freedom isn't free and this is how we help
pay to keep our rights.
Well until next month, I wish all of you,
and your families a safe and Happy
Holidays and New Year!

Nighthawk
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach
vicepresident@abatepalmbeach.com
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THANK YOU SUE AND BRENT FOR ANOTHER GREAT BIKER APPRECIATION PARTY

W
O
w

THANKS TO ALL THE CLUBS AND INDEPENDENTS FOR YOUR SUPPORT
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November Legislative & Delegate Report
BY: Slow Motion

From State Legislative Rep:
MYTHBUSTER - The law requiring us to declare our guns on the
tax returns is FALSE go to
http://www.snopes.com/politics/guns/taxreturns.asp for the
complete story. What they are doing now is combining it with a
true law called the Blair Holt Bill that prohibits ownership of
a firearm without a license.
There have been more Bills filed regarding driving and using cell phones, texting,
and/or use of electronic devises. I have quit added these Bills since there are so
many this year. What I will do is keep an eye on all of them and see which ones will
progress through the process. Some on watch list are:
HB 297 by Rep. Planas - Vehicle Crashes Involving Death: Requires that
defendant arrested for leaving scene of crash involving death must be held in
custody until brought before judge for admittance to bail.
HB 247 - Driving or Boating Under the Influence by Rep. Weinstein - Driving or
Boating Under the Influence: Authorizes law enforcement officer to arrest
person without warrant when there is probable cause to believe person has
committed any of specified driving or boating under influence violations.
SB 482 - Highway Safety Act by Sen. Bennett - Highway Safety Act: Provides
legislative intent relating to road rage and aggressive careless driving. Requires
an operator of a motor vehicle to yield the left lane when being overtaken on a
multilane highway. Revises the number of specified acts necessary to qualify as an
aggressive careless driver. Provides that a second or subsequent infraction as
said driver requires attendance at a mandatory hearing, etc.
In preparation for December State Delegate meeting at which we have invited a few
candidates for State and Federal offices, I want to mention some basic guidelines.
1.
Neither ABATE of Florida, Inc nor any of their Chapters can endorse a
candidate for any political office.
2.
If you invite one political candidate to speak at your State or Chapter
meeting, you MUST offer an invitation to all candidates for the office.
Whether they accept or not is up to them.
3.
The Sergeant-At-Arms and all Board Members need to maintain order while
the candidate(s) is/are at our meetings or events. We treat all candidates
with respect whether we agree with them or not. ABATE of Florida, Inc and
the Chapters will not tolerate rude, aggressive, and/or belligerent
behavior by our members, guest, or general public at our meetings or
events. If it happens they will be escorted off the premises.
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4.
We do encourage tough honest
questions. They are big boys and girls
and they can take the tough questions,
but be polite and straight forward.
5.
Neither ABATE of Florida, Inc nor
any of the Chapters will take up a
monetary collection or donation for any
candidate. If anyone desires to donate or
volunteer for a candidate, it must be
done as a private citizen.
In the late spring we will send out a
voter's guide advising you of the
candidate’s position regarding issues concerning ABATE.
Here is an update on the Bills that have moved on to their first committees.
HM 19:
Now in the Economic Development & Community Affairs Policy Council
HB 21:
Now in the Criminal & Civil Justice Policy Council
HJR 37:
Now in the Health Care Regulation Policy Committee
HB 41:
Now in the Roads, Bridges & Ports Policy Committee
HB 71:
Now in the Transportation & Economic Development Appropriations
Committee
HB 97:
Now in the Public Safety & Domestic Security Policy Committee
HB 99:
Now in the Transportation & Economic Development Appropriations
Committee
HB 137:
Now in the Roads, Bridges & Ports Policy Committee
Hey everyone here are some items from the latest AMA e-mail.
Federal government gives go-ahead on first major motorcycle crash causation
study in 28 years. Supplemented by donations from AMA and six state safety
programs, a significant new motorcycle crash causation study will soon get under
way at Oklahoma State University (OSU). Formally announced by the Federal
Highway Administration on Oct. 5, the study will give motorcyclists and others
concerned with highway safety a fuller picture of how motorcycles fit into
today's traffic mix, a better understanding of what causes motorcycle crashes,
and insights into the best strategies to prevent these crashes. To read the
announcement, visit: http://www.amadirectlink.com/news/story.asp?id=1392.
AMA drafts model on-highway motorcycle sound legislation. The AMA has
developed new model legislation for use by cities seeking a simple, consistent and
economical way to deal with sound complaints related to on-highway motorcycles
within the larger context of excessive sound from all sources. The model
legislation offers an objective method for municipal jurisdictions to evaluate
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motorcycle sound through science-based measurement. It's based on the Society
of Automotive Engineers' (SAE) new J2825 standard, "Measurement of Exhaust
Sound Pressure Levels of Stationary On-Highway Motorcycles." The AMA produced
similar model legislation for off-highway motorcycles several years ago. Source:

http://www.amadirectlink.com/news/story.asp?id=1366

AMA unveils 'Think. Ride.' public service
announcement campaign. The AMA
announced a new public service
announcement (PSA) campaign called
"Think. Ride." that encourages both onroad and off-road motorcyclists and
ATV riders to think before they ride.
The responsible-use messages feature
actor and AMA Board of Directors
member Perry King. The first phase of
"Think. Ride." is a series of short videos
that encourages proper safety gear
and safe, responsible riding practices,
and discourages impaired riding and
excessive exhaust sound. Another video
tells car and truck drivers to watch out for motorcyclists on the road. The PSA
videos are available online at http://www.amadirectlink.com/legisltn/resources.asp.
U.S. DOT Distracted Driving Summit held in Washington, DC. Over 300 attendees
listened to Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood open and close the two-day
summit with warnings on the dangers of distracted driving, particularly texting
while operating a motor vehicle. Six panel discussions focused on definitions and
data, research, technology, legislation, regulation and enforcement, youth
programs, and public awareness and education. Included in the summit were
presentations by several members of Congress. Archived versions of the entire
web broadcasts and proceedings are available at
http://www.rita.dot.gov/distracted_driving_summit.
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FULL VERSIONS AVAILABLE AT: http://lic.abateflorida.com/LegVoice/index.shtml
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FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK
To:
PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS
Date:
DECEMBER 2009
A few reminders....
The next state meeting is December 12th hosted by black creek in middleburg, fl.
We have a biker appreciation night planned for TUESDAY December 8TH at HOME
RUN. This will become a regular Tuesday night biker appreciation party, the
second Tuesday of each month. So come out and meet other members of the
chapter. There will be a live band and great door prizes.
We have our annual event coming up on DECEMBER 13th right after Bill’s toy run.
I want to thank all that have signed up at the meeting and called to volunteer
their time, but we can always use more to help out with breaks. remember an hour
of your time is always appreciated.
well for those of you that missed the turn 3 biker appreciation party you missed
a great time, great food and a fantastic band. I want to thank SUNNY who
volunteered her time to help out with the 50/50 and door prizes. It seemed the
wealth was spread around, though I think BIG BAD FRED did win once, and
congrats to the gentleman who won the $100 off the lottery ticket. I would like
to thank C.B. and WRONGWAY. They each won a 50/50 drawing and donated it back
to the chapter. Thanks so much for your support guys. It is very much
appreciated. For the ladies that were bartering to get the hot item of the night,
the panties, we will hopefully have more of those at our next biker appreciation
party so come out and see if you can win a pair.
A big thank you also goes out to WADE who won the 50/50 drawing at the meeting
and he too, donated it back to the chapter. It is so nice to see the chapter
working together again. At each biker appreciation party it is nice to see old
faces as well as new faces enjoying time getting to know one another. Come out
and have some fun with us!
I want to wish all of you a very happy holiday season and a very safe, happy and
prosperous new year.
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NCOM NEWS BYTES

compiled and edited by Bill Bish

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
BAD DRIVING IS IN THE GENES Medical researchers say they've
unraveled the mystery to bad drivers, and their genetic makeup
may be to blame. A study recently published in the journal of Cerebral Cortex led by
University of California, Irvine neuroscientists found that people with a certain gene
variation performed more than 20% worse on a driving test than those without the gene
and they also retained less of what they had learned.
About 30 percent of Americans have the particular gene variant, though a test to
etermine whether someone has the gene variant is not commercially available.
"This gene variant limits the availability of a protein called brain-derived neurotrophic
factor during activity," according to the senior author, Dr.Steven Cramer, neurology
associate professor at UCI. "BDNF keeps memory strong by supporting communication
among brain cells and keeping them functioning optimally. When a person is engaged in a
particular task, BDNF is secreted in the brain area connected with that activity to help
the body respond."
Earlier research had found that in those individuals with the gene variant "a smaller
portion of the brain is stimulated when doing a task than in those with a normal BDNF
gene."
The driving test was taken by 29 people - 22 without the gene variant and seven with it.
They were asked to drive 15 laps on a simulator that required them to learn the nuances
of a track programmed to have difficult curves and turns. Researchers recorded how
well they stayed on the course over time. Four days later, the test was repeated.
Results showed that people with the variant did worse on both tests than the other
participants, and they remembered less the second time.
"I'd be curious to know the genetics of people who get into car crashes," Cramer said. "I
wonder if the accident rate is higher for drivers with the variant."
INCREASED MOTORCYCLIST DEATHS BLAMED ON BAD ECONOMY Since gas prices increased,
experts say more inexperienced riders have hit the road -- literally.
Because of the fuel efficiency of motorcycles, more drivers are switching from four
wheels to two, and what used to be a symbol of freedom and adventure is now also a
symbol of thriftiness. "Last year, our sales were the best we ever had for 33 years,"
said Al Lamb, owner of Dallas Honda, pointing out that bike sales peaked last year before
dipping and rising again this year.

Continued
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But Dr. Fernando Wilson, a professor at the University of North Texas Health Science
Center, said for every dollar increase in gas prices, 1,500 more motorcycle riders die
each year nationwide.
Some say car drivers need to hang up their cell phones and pay more attention, but many
bikers attribute higher crash rates to the influx of new, inexperienced riders on the
road.
"If you mess up on a motorcycle, it's probably a lot more tragic than in a vehicle,"
motorcyclist Stephen Dutcher told TV-33 News, recommending that new riders should get
trained beyond state testing requirements. "I would recommend everyone to take the
Motorcycle Safety Foundation course."
MOTORCYCLE SALES ARE RUNNING OUT OF GAS Last year, fuel-efficient motorcycles
proved to be a viable option for motorists facing higher and higher gas prices, but
following more than a decade of steadily increasing sales figures, the economic
downturn has caught up to bike makers.
For 14 years, through 2006, U.S. motorcycle sales had increased every year. Sales
started to drop in 2007 but still topped the 1 million mark.
A year ago, as gas prices pushed toward $5 a gallon, fuel-sipping
two-wheelers got a boost. Despite the worsening economy, street bike sales were down
only 3.3% in 2008 and smaller scooters enjoyed their best year ever, posting a 41.5%
gain, according to the Motorcycle Industry Council.
Now, little seems to be working for motorcycle manufacturers as sales have plunged
38% in the third quarter from the same period a year ago (falling from 218,242 last
year to 136,876), with the biggest drops coming in two of the industry's biggest product
lines: cruisers and sport bikes. Scooter sales are also down 62% through the first
three quarters of 2009.
The only bright spot was that sales are dropping at a slower pace: The number of bikes
sold in the second quarter fell 53.5 percent from the same period a year earlier.
Historically, the second and third quarters are strong for the industry because the
weather generally is warm and buyers are gearing up to ride, according to an article
appearing in the Chicago Tribune.
Despite a federal stimulus that allows bike buyers to write off the sales tax, sagging
sales have prompted bike builders to begin cutting staff and other expenses.
Last week, publicly held Harley-Davidson Inc. reported an 84% drop in quarterly
earnings to $26.5 million. The company said it was getting out of the sport-bike business,
shutting down the longtime Buell line and selling its MV Agusta operation, a high-end
Italian brand it bought last year.

Continued
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Already this year, the Milwaukee manufacturer joined the likes of Honda, Kawasaki,
Yamaha, Suzuki and Victory in laying off employees, reducing production and dropping
prices to help dealers shrink swollen inventories.
Mark Blackwell, vice president of Victory Motorcycles, which suffered a 56% decline in
the July-September period, told the Los Angeles Times "We haven't laid everybody off. We
haven't totally stopped advertising. We've kept up the product development because we're
positioning this business for when the market stabilizes and grows."
Harley-Davidson and Victory, a division of Polaris in Minnesota, hope to stem U.S. losses,
in part, by growing overseas sales. Harley is pursuing emerging markets such as India and
China; Victory is going after Europe.
But with the riding season over for much of the country, summer 2010 can't come fast
enough for the industry.
NEW MOTORCYCLE EMISSIONS STANDARDS TAKING EFFECT As 2010 motorcycles hit dealer
showrooms, new EPA emissions standards will be making them greener.both
environmentally and economically.
Starting next year when stricter Environmental Protection Agency guidelines on
motorcycle emissions come into effect for all new two- and three-wheelers built or sold
in the U.S., the EPA projects a 50% reduction in pollutants emitted at their tailpipes -but such drastic reductions come with a bigger
price tag: According to a 2003 EPA report, the average estimated cost per highway
motorcycle to meet the 2010 standards is $45, which is likely passed along to
consumers. At the same time, motorcyclists are likely to save money at the pump as the
new technology brings with it better fuel efficiency.
Increased use of technologies demonstrated as effective in 4-stroke motorcycle engines,
such as the catalytic converters, secondary air injection and electronic fuel inject
systems, are expected to decrease harmful emissions, according to a 2003 EPA report.
The report also reads, however, that the standards will not result in universal use of
catalytic converters.
Catalytic converters are pollution control devices that reduce nitrogen oxides,
hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide, and while not specifically required by the EPA rules,
catalytic converters will have a hand in reducing emissions in the new standards.
"We already have the 2010 models coming in, and they all have the catalytic converters
on them," Steve Tuchschmidt Sr., owner of Mid-America Harley Davidson, told the
Columbia Missourian newspaper. "That's new."
The more stringent EPA standards won't affect existing motorcycles. The emissions limits
will only apply to motorcycles and scooters manufactured after the effective date.
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PHOENIX SEEKS EXEMPTION FROM MOTORCYCLE EMISSIONS TESTING The state of Arizona is
asking the federal government to lift emissions testing requirements for motorcycles in
the Phoenix metro area.
Following prolonged and extensive lobbying by statewide motorcycle rights
organizations, the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality has petitioned the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency to exempt motorcycles from such testing.
According to lobbyists for ABATE of Arizona, the Modified Motorcycle Association (MMA)
of Arizona and the Arizona Confederation of Motorcycle Clubs (ACMC), Phoenix is the
only major metro area in the U.S. where motorcycles are required to be tested for
emissions. The biker advocacy groups have already fought successfully to exempt
motorcycles from emissions testing in the Flagstaff area, and several years ago the
Kentucky Motorcycle Association succeeded in exempting motorcycles from such testing.
According to the Phoenix Business Journal, the ADEQ said motorcycles make up only 3.5
percent of vehicles tested in the Valley and not only are emissions failure rates among
motorcycles down, repairs to put them in compliance do not substantially help air
quality.
The EPA requires metro areas and regions of the U.S. with air pollution and air quality
problems to test cars, trucks and other vehicles for emissions. EPA would need to
approve an exemption before next July for it to take effect.
NYC MAYOR CONTRIBUTES TO GLOBAL ROAD SAFETY New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg is donating $125 million to road safety programs in middle and low income
countries.
Bloomberg gave $9 million in 2007 to a pilot program on road safety in Vietnam and
Mexico, and his latest gift expands the effort to a 5-year program in eight other
countries that have high numbers of traffic injuries and fatalities.
His philanthropic foundation announced that the donation will help efforts to reduce
speeding and drunken driving, and increase the use of motorcycle helmets, child seats
and seatbelts.
QUOTABLE QUOTE: "For years governments have been promising more than they can
deliver, and delivering more than they can afford." Paul Martin (1938 - ?), 21st Prime
Minister of Canada
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Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting
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Directions: Bike

Parking is on south side of building

Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on east
side.

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions
and events around the state and throughout the country.
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all
motorcyclists rights.
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national
level.
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness.

