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President’s Message
Brothers and Sisters,
What price complacency? I have often wondered if and when
Americans would finally wake from their induced coma long
enough to realize what is happening to our country. What
will it take to bring Americans to their senses and respond
to the call to take back our country before it’s too late? Being a realist with an
optimistic outlook I have to say, I think we may have crossed the threshold into
the predicted complacency phase that has been the doom of some of the greatest
empires in history. I just can’t shake the feeling that we are so far out on a limb
as a nation that it wont take much to have that limb snap and send this country into
the ranks of a third world country.
Yeah, I know, what does this have to do with ABATE’s roll in fighting for our
rights as motorcyclists. It has everything to do with us as motorcyclists.
Complacency is the kiss of death, it allows those who are in a position of
authority to do their will and get away with it at your expense, that means we are
our own worst enemy when we allow people to make decisions for us. I see a
generation that will be our future that have grown up with this complacency,
unable to make decisions and because they make no decisions they can’t held
accountable for what happens to the rest of us. Our freedom is being chipped
away piece by piece and because of a generation that has lost it’s identity, and it’s
will to do anything about it. We as ABATE members must be willing to take a stand
to protect our rights and theirs, with them or without them.
What’s most disturbing is they are the majority today, those of us that have been
around for a while have seen what complacency has done to other nations who
have given in or given up trying and it’s happening right here, right now. You read
about it and hear about it every day.
Have you ever asked your local representative where they stand on the issues
that concern you? Your paying them for answers to questions that you have a
right to ask and they owe you an explanation and an honest answer. What would
you do if you didn’t like the answer? Would you do something about it or to find
out if there were others out there that share your opinion? Would you be willing
to take a stand with them? Isn’t that why you joined ABATE? Those of us that did
know we cannot be complacent, we cannot stand by and wait for someone else to
fight our battles for us we must stand vigilant and be prepared to stand up for
our rights and for the rights of all motorcyclists. We may be one of the only
reasons we’re not riding brightly painted motorcycles, dressed like circus
clowns.
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President’s Message - Cont’d
To be one of the complacent is to be willing to surrender and give up your rights
to those who want to control your life and decide what’s best for you without
regard. I personally choose freedom and will stand side by side with those like
minded people I proudly call my Brothers and Sisters. ABATE is for all
motorcyclists, get on board and get
involved, it’s your right and your
choice.
“It’s better to die standing upright than
to live on your knees”
Ride Free, Ride Safe

Strongbow

President palm beach abate
561-302-0879
president@abatepalmbeach.com
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"
You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.
YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.
WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.
"FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact:

Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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MEMBERSHIPS DUE
OCTOBER
Mike "Surfer" Kenney
J.F. Levi
Christopher Sharp
Vicky "Spin Girl" Wojnar
Axel "Axman" Wojnar
Suzanne P. Keen
James "Jimmy Les" Lesniak
Juan "Juan Roberto" Iglesias
Claude "Frenchie" Fortin
Mike "Bulldog" Figueroa
Jackie Manno

Dennis "Pops" Moneypenny
Luis "Smiley" Correa
James "Trucker" Merritt
Anne Wood
Robert Wood
Barry "Mater" McKendrick
Michele Zillamia
Susan Golubovic
Chandler "Scratch" Daniels
Darlene "Stiletto" Kessaris
Steve "Lum" Sizemore

NOVEMBER
Steve Pentek
Bill Haythorn
Agostino Tullio
Colin Sutherland

Lars "On Ice" Vinjerud
Richard "Road Kill Rick"Minton
David "Santa Dave" Marchewka
Michael "Mikey Rags" Ragoni

Misty "Frogz" Burgess
Ronald "Dutch" Siliakus
Maureen Shelhamer

DECEMBER
A. Randy "Sportster" Lewis
George "Bill" Morris
Paul "Rowdy" Dombroski
Kenneth "Knuckles" Roman
Sue 'Uzi" Roman
Ron Taylor
Doug "Taffyman" Taffe

Raul "Curda" Garcia
Greg "Foto" Hanna
Ray "Rayray" Fairall
Debbie "Blonde" Fairall
Jon "Blind Bat" Cook
Chauncey "Surfrat" Wallace
Ellyn "Jewels" Feldman

Windy "Cuzzie" Hale
Dana "Country" Roberts
Doug Ellman
Lori Ann "Rocky" Pon
Betty "Old Wise One" Spellman
Sandy "Sidecar Sandy" LaRoche

JANUARY
Jeff "Big Jeff" Foss
John "Cat" Catalano
Lance E. Bradford
Kerry "Mongo" Lovvorn
Rich Rescigno
Mei Tseng

Richard Baumann
Raymond "Bwana" Mikkelsen, Jr.
Bruce Eldredge
Robbie "Spanky" Caston
Alex Cisneros
Chuck Argentine

John "Focus" Marshall
Tommie "Dancer" Mickel
Kelli "Blondie" Mackey
Gregg Pomeroy
Mike "Scratch" Parrish
Don "Sea Dog" Robinson

Your membership expires the last day of your expiration month. To avoid
cancellation of AD&D insurance, please renew your membership in a timely
manner. Also be sure to notify us of any change of address to continue
receiving your newsletter and Masterlink
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Vice President’s Message
Dear Fellow ABATE Members,
Let me start this months message with thanks to all who attended
last months Biker Appreciation Party last month at the Sports
Corner in Delray. The party's we've been hosting are a great way
to help bring needed funds and help get the word out. So far
we've hosted these party's at different locations. I'm suggesting
that we host these party's at the same location at the same time of month every
month. This will allow us to establish a regular event that will hopefully get a
following started that will grow each month.
Speaking of party's, our big event is just around the corner. The fourth annual
Freedom Rights Rally! This years event will take place at Home Run Sports in Lake
Worth. Just like last year, our event will take place December 13th after Bill's Bike
Memorial Toy Run. It's going to be important that we hand out flyers and put out the
word. That there's someplace they need to be after the toy run to help maintain their
rights as bikers. This event takes a lot of work so volunteers are going to be needed
to help out.
The last thing I wanted to bring up were the monthly chapter rides that Rocker and
myself are trying to put together. It seems that with the extremely hectic event
schedule that happens during November and December. With all the toy runs.
Parties, and the Holidays themselves. It seems that we won't be able to start
scheduling them until January, when things settle down a little.
I'd like to wish a happy Thanksgiving to all the Palm Beach County bikers and their
families.

Nighthawk
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach
vicepresident@abatepalmbeach.com
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FAMOUS QUOTES
I didn't attend the funeral, but I sent a nice letter saying I approved of it. - Mark Twain
"To be in a boat is like to be in a prison with the possibility ofdrowning" - Groucho Marx
(1890-1977) US actor and writer
I've had a perfectly wonderful evening but this wasn't it. - Groucho Marx
Half the lies they tell about me aren't true. - Yogi Berra
"If you're playing a poker game and you look around the table and you can't tell who the
sucker is, it's you" - Paul Newman, American actor (1925-2008)
"There are worse crimes than burning books. One of them is not reading them." - Ray
Bradbury (1920), US writer. (August 22, 1920, Ray Bradbury was born)
"There are advantages to being a star though - you can always get a table in a full
restaurant.". - Ingrid Bergman (1915-1982) Swedish actress (August 29th 1915, Ingrid
Bergman was born and August 29th 1982 died)
"Alcohol may be man's worst enemy, but the bible says love your enemy;. - Frank Sinatra
(1915-1988), American singer and actor (September 5th 1846, Jack Daniel, founder of
Jack Daniel's Tennessee whiskey distillery, was born)
"Awards become corroded, friends gather no dust." - Jesse Owens (1913-1980), American
athlete
"God made men, but Samuel Colt made them equal"
Manufacturing (1-10-1862, Samuel Colt dies)

- Advertising slogan for Colt

"Why don't they make the whole plane out of
that black box stuff?" - Stephen Wright
(1955), American actor and Writer century
(September 20, 1904, Wilbur and Orville
Wright flew more than onekilometer with "Flyer
II" in Dayton, Ohio)
"A man may die, nations may rise and fall, but an
idea lives on" - John Fitzgerald Kennedy (1917
- 1963), 35th President of the United States
(November 8, 1960, Kennedy defeated Nixon in
the presidential elections)
"If we wait for it to come from others, we feel
resentful when it doesn't" - Spencer Bonaventure Tracy (April 5, 1900 - 1967), US actor.
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FULL VERSIONS AVAILABLE AT: http://lic.abateflorida.com/LegVoice/index.shtml
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The Deepest Human Need
Most people look forward to Veteran’s Day as a day off and fail to reflect upon
it’s true purpose, to appreciate those who have served and are serving in our
military. Reflecting back on my own years of service, I remember three very
specific ways people showed their appreciation to me that left lasting
impressions.
1.

In 1991 I was attached to the USS Saratoga, a carrier participating in
Desert Storm. One of my watch duties was to monitor all arriving
aircraft; one, a C-2 aircraft was used to deliver personnel, supplies and
most importantly, mail from the states. Mail was called “pony” (a
reference to the days of the “pony express”) and I would always ask the
pilot how much “pony” he was carrying. This was a very important piece of
information to the crew of 5,000 who waited anxiously for a letter from
home and the word that “2,000 pounds of pony” had arrived would spread
like wild-fire throughout the ship. The mail for the Operations Department
came through my office and my Yeoman was responsible for distributing it
to the various Divisions and Branches. The sailors would line up at mailcall and respond excitedly when their name was called. Many of them were
disappointed when there was no mail for them. That prompted me to write a
“Letter to the Editor” of a couple dozen major newspapers and ask their
readers to write a letter or send a “Care Package” addressed to “Any
Sailor USS SARATOGA”. Well the response was overwhelming and soon we
had enough mail so no one was left out of mail-call. When you’ve been at
sea for 8 months, working 7 days a week, 18+ hours a day, there’s
something very special about getting a letter and hearing how much the
folks back home appreciate you.

2.

After Desert Storm, we returned home to a hero’s welcome, 10,000
people lining the docks and streets of Mayport, Florida. My family was
waiting for me on the pier as the speakers played the “God Bless the USA”
and other patriotic songs. Driving home through the streets lined with
banners and cheering strangers I lost control and wept. I wish every
returning service member could have such a public show of support upon
their return. If you ever get the opportunity to attend a public show of
appreciation to our vets, especially as they return from their tour of
duty, do it.

3.

This last one only happened to me once in my career, but it was one of the
most memorable events of my life. I was on a commercial flight into San
Antonio Texas and was in my uniform. As I walked through the airport an
elderly man approached me, reached out his hand and shook mine saying, “I
really appreciate your service to our country. Thank you.” We talked a bit
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and it turned out he was a World War II Vet. We sat and swapped a few war
stories then parted. As I walked away, I realized that nobody had ever done
that before to me; a total stranger walking up, shaking my hand and saying
thank you. It moved me so much that 20 years later, I still go out of my
way to shake the hands of men or women in uniform. You may not think it
means much, but to those who serve, it means the world.
William James once wrote “The deepest human need is the need to be appreciated.”
This Veteran’s Day take the time to write a letter to a sailor, send a care package
to a soldier, attend a Veteran’s Day rally or just shake a Vet’s hand and say a
sincere “thank you”. It will make their day….and yours too!
LTCMDR Krauska

SUBMITTED BY:

Arthur C. Ring, Compliance Officer
Palm Beach County Division of Consumer Affairs
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FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK
To:
PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS
Date:
NOVEMBER 2009
A few reminders....
The next state meetng is December 12th hosted by black creek in middleburg, fl.
We have a biker appreciation night planned for November 28th at turn 3. For
those that have never been to one at turn 3, sue (owner and member of abate) as
usual will have a free buffet and great door prizes. Come out and meet other
chapter members and have fun while supporting YOUR chapter, an advertiser and
member of the chapter.
We have our annual event coming up on December 13th right after Bill’s toy run.
We will need volunteers, remember an hour of your time for set-up, selling
50/50, security, break down is always appreciated.
We have another new advertiser this
month, who is also a member of abate and from what i hear, she is quite an
expert!!!
Again, i would like to thank all that came
out to the biker appreciation party at
sports corner, but i think “big bad fred”
had the best time of all, i am still
wondering how he got all those door
prizes home!
How much does abate mean to you! Do
you come to a meeting in a car in inclement weather or only on a bike if the sun is
shining - Although we fight for our rights as bikers, we really fight for all
motorists rights, like our stiffer penalties law that will not only make us bikers
safer, but also protect you when you are in your car, or how about that cell
phone law, that too protects all motorists. So make sure you attend your
monthly abate meeting rain or shine, car or bike to stay informed of new
legislation. Let your voice be heard. Remember this is your chapter as members,
we cannot express your opinions, ideas, etc to the state if your voice is not
heard.
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NCOM NEWS BYTES

compiled and edited by Bill Bish

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
(abbreviated version)
WORLDWIDE MOTORCYCLE SALES PROJECTED TO RISE Global
demand for motorcycles, including electric bicycles and mopeds,
is forecast to increase 7.6% per year over the next five years, reaching 114 million
units by 2013. “This growth is being fueled by rising standards of living in developing
parts of the world, making motorcycles a more affordable alternative to walking,
bicycling or using mass transit,” states a recent study of the worldwide motorcycle
market. Sales value will expand at a slower pace, climbing 7.2 percent annually to
$66.6 billion in 2013, because of an expected decline in sales-weighted prices due to
fast market growth in low priced electric motorcycles and smaller internal combustion
engine (ICE) motorcycles. These and other trends, including market share and product
segmentation, are presented in “World Motorcycles”, an industry analysis released
September 23rd by The Freedonia Group, Inc., a Cleveland-based international business
research firm. The study forecasts that electric motorcycles, which are extremely
popular in China but account for a minimal share of demand in most other parts of the
world, will register the strongest market advances. Sales of battery-powered bicycles,
scooters and other two-wheelers will be driven by their generally lower purchase
prices, low cost of operation and lack of harmful emissions. However, ICE motorcycles
will continue to account for more than 95% of all demand outside of China in 2013.
Researchers predict that the strongest rise in sales will be registered in the
Africa/Mideast region due to several factors, including the fastest population growth of
any region, the lowest median age and the lowest (but climbing) per capita GDP.
Population increases and higher standards of living will also help stimulate demand in the
Asia/Pacific region, which will post the second strongest gains, followed by Eastern
Europe (rising from a very small current market base) and Latin America. China alone will
account for 55% of all additional sales through 2013, spurred by very strong
electric motorcycle demand and solidifying its position as the biggest national motorcycle
market. Growth is also expected to be healthy in Indonesia and lower-volume markets like
Nigeria, the Philippines and Vietnam.
SCALED BACK MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT STUDY UNDERWAY & UNDER FIRE The first major
study of motorcycle crashes in nearly 30 years is underway in Los Angeles, as
researchers attempt to pinpoint why resultant fatalities have soared over the last
decade. The last in-depth investigation of motorcycle crashes in the U.S. -- the Hurt study
-- was released in 1981. Efforts to update that information have been stymied by funding
issues, reports the Los Angeles Times, and the study will be a scaled-down version of
what was originally planned, and some motorcycle groups are criticizing the effort
including a leading industry-backed safety group that says the sample size will be too
small to properly resolve the questions. The National Transportation Safety Board
originally recommended that the study include a sample size of 900 to 1,200 crashes.
But researchers at Oklahoma State University, tapped to conduct the new study, said use
of such a large sample would cost $10 million to $12 million, far exceeding the federal
government’s $4.2-million estimate. The Motorcycle Crash Causation Study is currently

Continued

26 ISSUE 2009-11 VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

NOVEMBER, 2009

moving forward with a sample size of 300 crashes. The Motorcycle Safety Foundation, a
nonprofit group funded by major manufacturers, had offered $2.8 million in 2007 for a
study if it included a sample size of 900 crashes, but the group refused to contribute
to the abbreviated study because industry and safety experts believe it “will not provide
adequate sampling to achieve appropriate statistical significance and may not provide new
insights," the organization said in a statement. “This limited study will likely lend only a
minimal degree of validation to the major, already known contributing motorcycle crash
factors.” There are about 100,000 motorcycle crashes in the U.S. each year, 5,290 of
which resulted in death in 2008. According to the MSF, major crash factors include
rider error, such as overbraking and running wide in a curve; and alcohol involvement.
“SMART AGING” STUDY INVESTIGATES BRAIN STIMULATION WHILE RIDING Yamaha Motor has
announced a second round of joint research into “Smart Aging” with Tohoku University in
Japan on the subject of the relationship between motorcycle riding and brain stimulation.
The focus of this research will be the measurement and analysis of the cause and effect
relationship involved in the operation of various types of vehicles and brain stimulation
and measuring the changes in such stimulation over time by means of data gathered from a
long-term mass survey in the market. The findings of the first research project in 2008
included: When riding a motorcycle, the brain of the rider is stimulated; Differences in
brain use and level of brain stimulation can be observed in motorcyclists who ride
regularly and in motorcyclists who have not ridden for extended periods; Incorporating
motorcycle riding into daily life improves various cognitive functions and has positive
effects on mental and emotional health such as stress reduction. The second research
project has now begun and Yamaha will provide motorcycles for the study, make its test
courses available for subject testing, and solicit test participants and staff. Testing will
continue through December, and Yamaha hopes the results will contribute to the
vitalization of the motorcycle market.
MEN AT HIGHER RISK OF HEARING LOSS From motorcycles to lawnmowers, life is full of
noise, but new research shows that it presents a bigger danger for some people than
others. A study of more than 5,000 people in the United States aged 20 to 69 found
that males were three times as likely to have noise-related hearing loss as women. The
research was recently presented at the annual meeting of the American Academy of
Otolaryngology -- Head and Neck Surgery in San Diego, California. Occupational and
recreational noise exposure, as well as service in the armed forces, are likely
explanations for why men are at greater risk, said Dr. Hamid Djalilian of the University of
California, Irvine, Medical Center, who collaborated on the research. While the study did
not focus on specific root causes, anecdotally Djalilian sees patients whose hearing
problems most likely stem from music at concerts or night clubs, or outdoor activities
with "powered instrumentation" such as chain saws and motorcycles. Sound travels in the
ear as vibrations of air molecules, and hearing loss can result from both duration and
loudness. Activities such as hunting and motorcycle-riding, which men typically do more
than women, create high levels of noise that may impair hearing. Some of the hearing
damage is temporary, but a small portion is permanent, and these permanent losses
accumulate over time because hair cells in the inner ear may not grow back after being
damaged or destroyed. Noise-induced hearing loss is the number one preventable kind of
hearing loss, experts say, and if you are concerned about losing your hearing while
doing a noisy activity, wear earplugs.
AUSTRIALIAN BIKERS VICTORIOUS IN COURT Two members of the Finks MC who had been
banned from meeting other bikers under strict anti-association laws passed in South

Continued
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Australia designed to disband outlawed “bikie gangs” by restricting their movements,
appealed their case to the Supreme Court which has ruled the orders were invalid.
Similar anti-bikie legislation is pending in Queensland and New South Wales, but members
of the United Motorcycle Council, a biker lobby group formed in response to the laws,
says the high court's ruling should come as a warning to the government that such laws
are "illegal and unconstitutional". A UMC spokesman said the decision was a victory for
members of clubs and organizations everywhere. "The laws give police unfettered power
to use secret, false and illegally obtained evidence against individuals, take away the
right to an open and fair trial, and reverse the time-honored presumption of innocence,”
said Ferret. "They trample long-standing legal and civil rights of all citizens, and they
have no place in a democratic and civilized society.”
AIM ATTORNEY RALPH VINJE KILLED IN RIGHT-OF-WAY VIOLATION Aid to Injured
Motorcyclists is saddened to report that North Dakota A.I.M. Attorney Ralph Vinje, 67,
of Bismarck, N.D. has died from injuries suffered in an accident while on his way to work.
According to police reports, Vinje was northbound and was struck at an intersection by
an eastbound car whose driver failed to obey a Yield sign. Vinje was a well-known attorney
in the area, handling criminal defense and civil cases. He was a longtime Aid to Injured
Motorcyclists attorney who
erved as legal counsel for the Confederation of Clubs of North Dakota and provided
legal representation to motorcyclists in accident cases and other litigation proceedings.
He represented ABATE of North Dakota in a battle over a noise ordinance in Bismarck that
discriminated against motorcycle enthusiasts. Over the years, Vinje fought to stop a law
that lowered the legal driving limit for alcohol from .10 BAC to .08, and also tried to
prove sobriety checkpoints unconstitutional. In court, Vinje was known for his mild
manner and calm demeanor, while outside of the courtroom he enjoyed the outdoors as
an avid hunter, fisherman, traveler and motorcyclist who rode his motorcycle every
Wednesday afternoon as long as the weather was good with the Freedom Riders
Motorcycle Club. He also was part owner of the Broken Oar Bar in Mandan and was a
Vietnam veteran who earned a Bronze Star for his service to our country. His daughterin-law, Tiffany Johnson, told the newspaper that "He was a rebel spirit" who had helped
scores of people with battles that needed fighting.
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “A nation of sheep will beget a government of wolves.” Edward R.
Murrow (1908-1965) U.S. broadcast journalist

And that's all the News that fits!

Let’s not forget the
vets x-mass card fund

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073
Check your mail label for
membership expiration

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting
VFW POST 4143
NOVEMBER 21, 2009
2404 Broadway (US 1)
10:00 am
Riviera Beach, FL
Directions: Bike

Parking is on south side of building

Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on east
side.

GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions
and events around the state and throughout the country.
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all
motorcyclists rights.
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national
level.
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness.

