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President’s Message
Brothers and Sisters,
I want to thank all that were present at our last chapter
meeting. It was good to see so many of our most active
members and it was indeed good to see some new faces as well. I had heard from
several members that this was one of the best meetings we have had in months and
I agree, it was great to hear the voice of our chapter united. I also saw the
chapter coming together at a time when we needed to raise money to support our
efforts, my thanks and appreciation to all of you who contributed to the
newsletter fund and bought 50/50 tickets. Last months winner Lynn was gracious
enough to donate her winnings back to the chapter. It is greatly appreciated.
I would like to thank all of you that stopped by Island Jacks for the Biker
Appreciation Night Party and in support of our chapter. It was really a great
experience, the staff at Island Jack’s were outstanding, they really made it all
happen. My thanks and gratitude go out to Elena for allowing us to hold the
party there and for her support and Island Jack’s for advertising with us. She
later told me the staff had a ball and want us to come back every month. I also
want to thank the Artmann Band for rockin’ the house and donating their tips back
to the chapter. They did an excellent job and got rave reviews from the crowd.
Thanks to all of our members that were there to represent our chapter and for
helping out, special thanks to CB, Nighthawk, RIO, Slo Motion, Blondie, Judy,
Talulah, Mysti and Poleman for helping to make this a great time.
I saw something in the flow of interaction that night, I saw people enjoying great
music, great food and just being in the right place at the same time. It was
fantastic to see such a diverse group of people enjoying conversations with each
other, with one another, us and them, all of us, communicating and sharing a good
time and me thinks, what a concept …. this could catch on ! Think of the
possibilities. I believe this is the kind of interaction we need, it’s one way to
establish communication with those outside the motorcycle community. That’s why
the Biker Appreciation Parties are important, not only does it help the chapter
raise a few bucks but it opens up a different prospective to the patrons of these
establishments. They get to see us in a different light when they actually get a
chance to talk with us and realize we’re not the knuckle dragging, leather clad,
bad asses looking for trouble we are often perceived to be.
We have begun discussion on changes that can help coordinate our safety
program with the Palm Beach Safety Council. I attended a meeting with members of
the Council and representatives from other organizations including P.B.S.O.,
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President’s Message - Cont’d
F.H.P. and F.D.O.T. I was kind of surprised by the reaction from everyone when I
spoke to them about our legislative agenda and mentioned that Florida was the
only state I knew of that didn’t have a mandatory Drivers Education program in the
school system. They couldn’t understand why, so I informed them that the
explanation I was given was because of mismanaged funds and corruption within the
system. I have a hard time understanding myself but isn’t the Florida Lottery
supposed to allocate millions of dollars to education? The most recent figures I
was able to find is that the Florida Lottery generates something like 18 Billion
dollars a year. Why then do we have budget cuts for education, schools being
closed and teachers out of jobs?
I also mentioned that I had asked for the support of the P.B.S.O. motormen last
year when the “Stiffer Penalties” Bill was on the table, but I was told there was
no interest. These are guy’s that ride off duty as well and R.O.W.V. affects them
as much as any motorcyclist. Their reaction was somewhat surprising as well, it
was as if they never gave it any thought or didn’t know there was such legislation
being presented.
It seemed that the only thing that everyone was actually in favor of was the ban
on cell phones and texting while operating a motor vehicle of any kind. I told
them when I started trying to gain support for this ban five years ago I was told it
would never happen. Well, here we are going at again for the second time around
in 2010. I really have a difficult time understanding the opposition to this, when
it affects every motorist on the road. I explained that this problem has become so
rampant that it has actually created a medical condition and a term to describe the
condition as “Inattentional Blindness” a term that is now recognized and accepted
by the A.M.A. (American Medical Association) as a laps in concentration that
creates an in ability to see moving objects in their path. There’s a lot more to it
than that but that pretty much sums it up. Again, I was amazed that they never
heard of it.
“It’s all about the money”, it seems to me that if this group were really all that
concerned about rider safety they would make the rider safety course a little
more affordable; $300 is a bit pricey when you consider the economic times
we’re experiencing, especially when you take into account that the number of two
wheeled vehicles on the road have almost doubled. Another fact that seemed to
astound the group was that statistics on motorcycle crashes and fatalities
offered by the NSTA were inflated by including off road accidents and those
involving unlicensed two wheeled vehicles such as motor scooters that don’t
require the operator to have a driver’s license out on the roadways. These stats
are used as one of the strongest arguments to sway legislators pushing for a
national mandatory helmet law.
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President’s Message - Cont’d
They also had no idea that even D.O.T. certified helmets are only rated as safe up
to 18 m.p.h. and have to be replaced after 6 months of regular use because the
materials used to make the helmet degenerate to useless over that period of time.
Also, you won’t see a “sell by date” on the box. I wonder how long those helmets
sat on the shelf or were stored in a warehouse before they were sold?
Anti helmet, was the council’s interpretation of our stance on mandatory helmet
laws and the reason we were excluded from integrating our program with theirs.
Misinterpretations, misconceptions, myths and misinformed, call it what you like
but my impression was they just missed the point of what ABATE is about and what
we do.
I hope to see another meeting like this called in the near future or maybe we can
get them to sit in on one of our meetings.
Ride Free, Ride Safe

Strongbow

President palm beach abate
561-302-0879
president@abatepalmbeach.com

REMINDER TEMPORARY CHANGE IN MEETING TIME NEXT MEETING IS OCTOBER 24TH AT 10:00 AM
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to
"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"
You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization
dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.
THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.
YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride.
WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.
We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.
"FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact:

Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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MEMBERSHIPS DUE
SEPTEMBER
Denise "Muffin" Pacitti
Ray Edwards
Sara Edwards

Robert "Herc" Meyer
Erik Fowler

OCTOBER
Mike "Surfer" Kenney
J.F. Levi
Jim "Jimbo" Sherrow
Christopher Sharp
Vicky "Spin Girl" Wojnar
Axel "Axman" Wojnar
Suzanne P. Keen
James "Jimmy Les" Lesniak
Frank "Frankie Fire" Baudo
Juan "Juan Roberto" Iglesias
Claude "Frenchie" Fortin
Ray Mikkelsen, III
Mike "Bulldog" Figueroa
John "Lefty" Lefkowitz
Jackie Manno

Dennis "Pops" Moneypenny
Luis "Smiley" Correa
James "Trucker" Merritt
Charles "CB" Barcellona
Anne Wood
Robert Wood
Barry "Mater" McKendrick
Michele Zillamia
Susan Golubovic
Chandler "Scratch" Daniels
Darin "Rocker" Ruddock
Leo "Roadkill" Pedraza
Darlene "Stiletto" Kessaris
Steve "Lum" Sizemore

NOVEMBER
Carlos "Amigo" Guerra
Steve Pentek
Glenis "Warden" Lessard
Bill Haythorn
Jamey "L.B.W." Valiquette
Richard "Road Kill Rick"

Minton
Colin Sutherland
Lars "On Ice" Vinjerud
David "Santa Dave" Marchewka
Mark Lenson
Agostino Tullio

Misty "Frogz" Burgess
Edwin "Eddie" Rodriguez
Ronald "Dutch" Siliakus
Michael "Mikey Rags" Ragoni
Maureen Shelhamer

DECEMBER
A. Randy "Sportster" Lewis
George "Bill" Morris
Paul "Rowdy" Dombroski
Frank "Pipes" Cook
Kenneth "Knuckles" Roman
Sue 'Uzi" Roman
Ron Taylor
Doug "Taffyman" Taffe

Raul "Curda" Garcia
Greg "Foto" Hanna
Ray "Rayray" Fairall
Debbie "Blonde" Fairall
Jon "Blind Bat" Cook
Chauncey "Surfrat" Wallace
Sidney "Zeke" Beckman
Lawson "Cowboy" Turner

Ellyn "Jewels" Feldman
Windy "Cuzzie" Hale
Dana "Country" Roberts
Doug Ellman
Lori Ann "Rocky" Pon
Betty "Old Wise One" Spellman
Sandy "Sidecar Sandy" LaRoche

Your membership expires the last day of your expiration month. To avoid
cancellation of AD&D insurance, please renew your membership in a timely
manner. Also be sure to notify us of any change of address to continue
receiving your newsletter and Masterlink
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Vice President’s Message
Dear Fellow ABATE Members,
I'd like to start this months message with a thanks to all that
helped out with Island Jack's biker appreciation party. I'd also like
to thank everyone who attended, and the Artmann Band. For those
of you who didn't know, the Artmann Band donated all their tips
for the night to ABATE. That was an awesome gesture that we
truly appreciate. Hopefully next months party will be equally or more successful.
With the chapters financial situation in it's current state these parties are a help but
most certainly not the solution. For those of you who haven't been able to make the
meeting it's important to know that the chapter needs your help, We need advertisers
for the newsletter, new members and donations. So if you can help with any of those,
please do. I know the economy is in the crapper now. Everyone has less money and
things are tough. So if you can't afford to help out financially, donate some of your
TIME! Your time is just as valuable as your cash. The chapter can always use more
people to help out. It's also a great way to get to know the other members better.
Starting this month we will be having a chapter ride with just that purpose. To have
fun and get to know each other better. This monthly ride isn't to any other groups
event.. We know they're are plenty of you that get bored going to the same old thing
in just another bar and parking lot. That's not to say we won't be doing those rides
as well! These rides every month will be led by Rocker the Sergeant at Arms or
myself. So keep an eye on the weekly update for details!
December will be our big event and it's quickly approaching. We will be needing
volunteers to help out and make this a successful, and fun for all event. This was
our biggest fund raiser last year, so
this is an important event!
As always. I'm here to serve as your VP
and available for any comments or
suggestions you might have. So please
don't hesitate to contact me.

Nighthawk
Vice President ABATE Palm Beach
vicepresident@abatepalmbeach.com
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October Legislative & Delegate Report
BY: Slow Motion

Recently the community of Parkland, NW Broward County FL, passed
its’ won law against text messaging and driving. As a motorcyclist
concerned about highway safety, I applaud them. I just wish they
would have extended it to all cell phone use while driving. Several
studies have shown that using a cell phone while driving makes the
driver more dangerous that a drunk driver, even the TV show
Mythbusters covered it. We all know how strict against drunk driving policy has become.
As the Legislative delegate of the Palm Beach chapter of ABATE of Florida Inc. I know
how we have tried for several years to get the state to pass such laws to make the
highways safer for ALL users, not just bikes. Personally I have seen so many distracted
drivers performing so badly I thought they must be drunk only to see they are on cell
phones. I saw one mother driving her SUV, ice cream cone in one hand and cell phone in
the other. What she was using to steer, heaven knows, and I worry about the children
that were in that vehicle.
While we continue to work on the state level, I’m beginning to think we should return to
grass roots activism and attempt to get these laws passed in more communities or county
level. This would give them another income rather than some seaside communities use
illegal laws to extort bikers with improper use of noise laws and made up pipe laws.
The above is my working draft for a letter to any legislative body. I would include to
introduce ABATE and arrange a meeting. Time is running out and they will be returning to
the capital for sessions soon. From state “Our Legislators will be starting their fall
legislative committee meetings soon, here is the proposed meeting schedule for both the
Senate and the House of Representatives. October 5 – 9, 2009 November 2 – 6, 2009
December 7 – 11, 2009.
I haven’t got many answers back yet in my attempts to meet with at local level. I’m
working on seeing who will be up for election soon. I thought they were some this year,
but my Internet search indicate 2010 is the next election time. If it was this November
I am sure we would have been seeing campaigning already.
In our September chapter newsletter, we listed the current list of Bills on ABATE’s
Watch List for the 2010 Session as I received. The list is now up to 7 bills. This is now
on our web site under new submenu State ABATE News under Legislative News page.
Additionally, I will be posting the editions of the Legislative Voice newsletter.
In some of the news feeds I receive, there have been stories of several states changing
the red light laws to allow for going when a bike has no effect on tripping the timing.
I have spoken to a Sheriff about this and the myth that you can treat as a stop sign and
go if you wait though my light cycles. Neither is allowed in Florida at this time. I will
be looking into this more. (See page for a suggestion from abate member “gus”
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THE JOB - URINE TEST
Whoever wrote this one deserves a HUGE pat on the back!)
Like most folks in this country, I have a job. I work, they pay me. I pay my taxes and
the government distributes my taxes as it sees fit. In order to get that paycheck in my
case, I am required to pass a random urine test (with which I have no problem). What I
do have a problem with is the distribution of my taxes to people who don't have to
pass a urine test.
So, here is my Question: Shouldn't one have to pass a urine test to get a welfare
check because I have to pass one to earn it for them?
Please understand, I have no problem with helping people get back on their feet. I
do, on the other hand, have a problem with helping someone sitting on their ass doing drugs, while I work. . . Can you imagine how much money each state would save
if people had to pass a urine test to get a public assistance check?
I guess we could title that program, 'Urine or You're Out'.
Pass this along if you agree or simply delete if you don't. Hope you all will pass it
along, though. Some thing has to change in this country -- and soon!!!!!!!
The Presidential Challenge Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Joan M. Vernon
205 E. Enid Drive
Key Biscayne, FL 33149
(305) 361-9258
Toll Free: (888)365-9601
Skype #: (305)600-2248
Cellular: (305) 904-4678
Fax: (305) 361-9923
Email: joan@preschallenge.com
pezvelajv@aol.com
Web Page: www.preschallenge.com
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REMINDER TEMPORARY CHANGE IN MEETING TIME - NEXT MEETING IS OCTOBER
24TH AT 10:00 AM
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Hello to all the brothers and sisters who ride
I'm sure at one time or another you've been stuck waiting for a traffic light that
never changes. Then, you debate if luck is on your side to run it or even get a
driving award from the local law enforcement. Have you seen those black lines
that form a rectangular shape in the pavement?? Those are wires imbedded in the
pavement to form a magnetic field. When a vehicle comes over them it breaks this
field signaling the clock count down, Well here's a little trick that is legal and
sure to get that stinking light to change for you.
If you have an old PC hard drive you can disassemble there are two very powerful
"EARTH magnets" in them. They are heavily chromed so they wont rust and the size
and shape of them are just right. These magnets are located where the arm rides
over the disk. just take the screws out and you'll get them out. be careful as
they will stick together and pinch those fingers. once they're loose, slide them
apart, apply the black double stick molding tape on the flat side and you'll notice
there's two holes at each end which are perfect for zip ties. find a spot where it
is close to the ground and does not interfere with jack stands or lifts. Clean the
area with a rag and alcohol. now stick the magnet to your location raised part
facing the ground. Since it's chromed, I
used the kick stand myself. this way you
can actually lower it over the line for
the really stubborn lights. Now when
you roll up to a light come in slowly
over the lines or close to them. I
usually see it change within 30 - 60
seconds. Now remember some lights are
governed by a timer regardless of
traffic.
If you don’t have any hard drives you
can try Radio Shack for the "EARTH
magnet" or you can look on " e-bay " for
signal light trippers they are about
$20.
I hope this helps you out.
SAFE ridding!! PEACE OUT!!

Submitted by: Agostino “Gus” Tullio
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Dear Riders and Friends, Please read to the end.
It's time again for our annual ALR Post 268 "Stand Down House" men's clothing
drive. Please start going through your closets and draws collecting those nice
clothes that just don't fit, got for a gift and will never wear, shoes etc. and
don't feel funny asking friends and family to help out as well. We will also be
collecting other items like small appliances, sheets, towels, dishes and just
about anything to set someone up in a new apartment.
You can bring them to our next BBQ/Meeting at Post 268 on Oct 11th. All
donations will be loaded on to a truck and delivered with a ALR escort later in
the week.
Lady's don't feel left out we can also collect woman's and children's cloths for
the Christian Motorcycle Assoc. "Clothes for the Homeless". So lets all get to
work and clean out those closets. Please keep these items separate from the
men's. Thank you in advance, ALR Loop
PS if any individuals or group who has a large donation and can't bring items to
our Post please e-mail me to make other arrangements. Leupster@bellsouth.net.
We also take large donations including furniture, washers and dryers etc. all
year as well. For more info on the "Stand down House" go to (www.standown.org)
and watch Roy Fosters video, you can also see photos and more. Loop
Disclaimer: I am not responsible for Spelling, Grammar,Content or Myself. LOOP
PS Don't forget, ALR 268 Member GI RADIO MAN New Show at www.giradio.us
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FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK
To:
PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS
Date:
OCTOBER 2009
A few reminders....
SPECIAL NOTE: DUE TO BIKETOBERFEST AND AN EVENT AT THE
VFW OUR OCTOBER MEETING DATE AND TIME HAS CHANGED:
OCTOBER MEETING:

OCTOBER 24TH - 10:00 AM

The next state meetng is October 9, 10, AND 11TH, spooks ‘n scoots. This is one of
the best Abate meetings and party to attend.
We have a biker appreciation day planned for October 24th at SPORTS CORNER 3-7pm.
Catch us on your way home from your ride. They are located one mile east of I-95 on
the south side. if you missed the one at Island Jacks you missed a load of fun. Come
out and meet other chapter members and have fun while supporting YOUR chapter, an
advertiser and member of the chapter.
as we are in hurricane season, we have a
new advertiser that specializes in
generator service and repairs and small
enginer repairs - SHANWIL SERVICES.
Well all i have to say is WOW! What a
difference a chapter working together can
accomplish. What a fantastic and
productive meeting with great discussions
and ideas. I would personally like to thank
all that came out and supported the palm
beach chapter at the biker appreciation
party at island jacks. I would like to thank all that volunteered their time selling
50/50, and special thanks to the artmann band for providing a great night of music
and fun! And the donation of their tips back to the chapter. Thanks to all that have
donated to help the chapter through the financial slump, thanks to all for your
prompt renewals, what a month $$ it has turned out to be, but dont forget about
YOUR chapter. Remember there are many ways you can help YOUR chapter. Like joe
Nellegar who is my new best friend for newsletter help, come to the biker
appreciation parties and enjoy the fun and meet other members ofthe chapter, elect
to recieve your newsletter via the website and save the chapter $$ with postage, get
an ad for the newsletter. With everyone’s help in one of these ways, the chapter is
sure to be out of our slump. As i mentioned, we already have had a really good
start, let’s keep the ball rolling and show each other what we can accomplish.
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NCOM NEWS BYTES

compiled and edited by Bill Bish

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
(abbreviated version)
MOTORCYCLIST FATALITIES PLUMMET IN TEXAS While most states
across the country continue to experience increases in motorcycle
accidents and fatalities in the wake of increasing motorcycle usage, the state of Texas has
reported a significant decrease in rider deaths due largely to safety and awareness
programs initiated by motorcyclists and the Texas Department of Transportation. According
to TxDOT, fatalities declined more than 23% over the same time period from 2008, with 264
deaths reported from January 1 - August 24, 2009, versus 344 deaths the previous year.
“I would say this is a direct result of the Texas Transportation Institute put together to cut
down on Traffic fatalities, especially for motorcyclist,” explained Sputnik, State Chairman
of the Texas Motorcycle Rights Association (TMRA-II) and Chairman of the National Coalition
of Motorcyclists Legislative Task Force (NCOM-LTF). “Several of our members sit on the
Board of that newly formed Institute.” Sputnik gave further credit to the Motorcycle
Awareness Program put together by TxDOT at riders’ insistence and added; “We have very
high hopes that SB 1967 (a multi-faceted motorcycle safety bill enacted earlier this year)
and the year round airing of Public Service Announcements, increased penalties for
negligence and Rider Training will bring that number down even farther.” Texas is one of the
largest motorcycling states in the nation in terms of motorcycle registrations and yearround riding weather, and largely through the efforts of TMRA-II under Sputnik’s leadership
repealed their mandatory helmet law in 1997.
OREGON ENACTS MANDATORY TRAINING FOR NEW MOTORCYCLISTS Oregon has become the third
state to pass a law requiring all new motorcyclists regardless of age to pass a rigorous
training course, in hopes of reducing accidents and fatalities. Current law requires such
course completion for prospective riders under age 21. The new law, Senate Bill 546,
passed by the state legislature this year will phase in the requirement for all first-time
bikers over the next six years. Lawmakers also voted to double the fine for riders caught
without the proper license, increasing the penalty to $720 starting in January. Team Oregon
trained about ten-thousand riders last year, and the majority of them were older than 21.
More than 4,400 people bypassed the class in favor of a free skills test at the DMV, but
soon all first-time riders will have to shell out about $150 to take the Team Oregon
course, which is administered by Oregon State University. Executive Director of BikePAC says
he's been riding for 35 years and he thinks the new requirement will save lives: "A trained
rider is a safe rider. And we're trying to cut down the deaths, especially the unnecessary
deaths of people that are making stupid mistakes because they don't know what to do." A
similar mandatory training bill was recently passed in North Carolina, but was amended to
require rider education courses only for those under 18. Senate Bill 64, which also limits
learners permits to 12 months with one 6 month renewal, was signed into law August 26th
by Governor Mike Easley and goes into effect January 1, 2011.
NOISE LAWS DEFEATED The Massachusetts Motorcycle Association has announced that a
proposed noise ordinance in North Reading, MA that would have required an EPA Stamp on
motorcycle exhaust systems and stricter noise controls has been defeated. Prior to a
recent meeting of town Selectmen, MMA Chairman Dave Condon met with MMA Member Bill
McGarry, a local resident, to review the warrant and the pertinent Massachusetts laws.
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During an earlier town meeting, the legality of the EPA stamp requirement was discussed in
detail and ultimately dropped, but an alternative proposal was amended into the Warrant
which would have made noise levels and testing requirements stricter than those currently
in Massachusetts General Law (MGL). With significant support from McGarry, who attended
both public hearings and spoke on behalf of the MMA and motorcyclists across
Massachusetts, the Selectmen and North Reading Chief of Police recognized that the town
cannot impose laws stricter than the Commonwealth -- instead, the town acknowledged that
enforcement of the existing MGL coupled with appropriate education could be a far more
effective tool, and by vote of the selectmen the warrant was removed from the town agenda.
Meanwhile, following much lobbying and testimony from local bikers, a hotly debated noise
ordinance in Portland, Maine was unanimously rejected by the City Council and sent back to
the Public Safety Committee for more work. The proposal would have enforced the federal
law that all motorcycles made after Dec. 31, 1982 must have mufflers with an EPA label
certifying the exhaust system meets EPA standards. A biker riding a motorcycle within city
limits without an EPA sticker on the muffler would have been fined $50. The ordinance would
have been the first of its kind in Maine, and supporters said its adoption would have made it
easier to pass a similar state law. Opponents, including the United Bikers of Maine (UBM), said
the measure would discriminate against motorcyclists and could cost the city tourism dollars
by discouraging motorcyclists from visiting Portland. Motorcycle noise continues to be a
contentious and controversial issue across the country, with places like Boston and New
York contemplating stricter laws.
BILLY LANE SENTENCED TO PRISON FOR FATAL CRASH On August 14th, a Florida judge
sentenced celebrity bike builder Billy Lane to six years in prison in connection with
the Sept. 4, 2006 crash that killed scooter rider Gerald Morelock. Judge Robert Burger
also ordered Lane's drivers license suspended for life and that he undergo random drug and
alcohol testing upon his release from prison. Lane, 39, faced up to nine years in prison
after a judge in June OK’d a plea deal in which prosecutors agreed to drop a charge of DUI
manslaughter in connection with the Labor Day 2006 accident. Lane, who was led from the
courtroom in handcuffs, choked back tears as he took full responsibility for the rider’s
death. "I was very careless. I was a less-responsible citizen," Lane told the court. "I'm not
looking for pity on myself. I drive by the spot where I killed Jerry Morelock every day. I
pray to God for his soul and for his family." Police said Lane’s blood-alcohol level was more
than twice the legal limit when he crossed a double-yellow line to speed at 68 mph past
three cars on State Road A1A south of Melbourne Beach. He crashed his Dodge pickup head
on into 56-year-old Morelock’s small Yamaha motorcycle.
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “Be as beneficent as the sun or the sea, but if your rights as a rational
being are trenched on, die on the first inch of your territory.” Ralph Waldo Emerson
(1803–82) American poet and philosopher
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GOALS & PURPOSES OF ABATE
To print a newsletter to keep all bikers informed with regard to legislative actions
and events around the state and throughout the country.
To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters concerning all
motorcyclists rights.
To provide a lobbyist to represent ABATE of Florida, Inc. on the state and national
level.
To promote voter registration and motivate members to write their legislators.
To promote safe riding habits without infringing on individual rights.
To educate the public about motorcycle awareness.

