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President’s Message
Brothers and Sisters,

Over the past few months I have been contacted by several
people that have been stopped for loud pipes and one of
the only cases I have heard of for an improperly mounted

license plate. Most, emanating from Ocean Ridge on A1A. What I have also seen is
that there are many people out there that have decided that it’s not worth the
effort to fight the citations themselves but to call on ABATE to fight for them.
There seems to be some misconception that we are the motorcyclist’s free legal
service and that we will appear at the courthouse and plead their case for them.
If they’re ready to fight, we’re ready to stand with them and see it through. But
when some body walks into the courtroom with the idea that because we’re there,
they’re off the hook and if they lose they’ll have someone else to blame, it
doesn’t take a lot of thought to understand that this is just another example of
what is happening in America.

When I had spoken with some of these folks about getting involved with ABATE
there have been some of the same old stories but recently I have heard things
that totally knocked me out. “I don’t need to get involved”. Why? “Because you
guy’s are already doing that”. “I believe in what ABATE does but I don’t want to
get involved, you guy’s know more about this stuff than I do”. 

In other words just do it for me. There are people that have joined ABATE with
the, I’ll pay you $20 a year to do it for me attitude. Could it be that for this
very reason the federal government is moving closer to re-writing the U.S.
Constitution or doing away with it all together? Could it be that these people that
want everyone to do things for them are opening the door for the same people
that got us in this situation and are the one’s most willing to do exactly that. 

While it’s true that we are here to provide support and offer our advise as to
how they can proceed in their quest for justice and yes, we attend hearings to
monitor the court proceedings and learn of the tactics being used against us, our
true mission remains fighting against existing unjust legislation while proposing
and lobbying for new legislation to protect our rights as motorcyclists to make
the road a safer place for all motorcyclists and motorists alike. 

Other examples of why people don’t want to get involved with ABATE comes from a
group of motorcyclists that need to be involved but can’t seem to grasp the
concept behind our cause and purpose. Those who are unwilling to communicate
face-to-face and only voice their opinions through blogs. I have read some
comments from Sport Bike riders in regard to being involved with ABATE some of
their comments were again, at best misconceptions that have and will keep our two 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
groups divided. A member of ABATE PA, Kevin Snyder, State Coordinator posed the
question to Sport Bike riders from Sport Bike Network (SBN). 

If sport bikers had a lobbying organization of their own that worked on
legislative matters I can see it would be different, but to my knowledge
there is no such organization. Please correct me if I'm wrong. Is ABATE at
least better than nothing?

For PAFizzer (SBN), the answer is no:

“Well I think your whole thing sums that right up. We don't have one
because for some reason we don't feel the need to bunch together and
roast helmets. Basically you fill a need when it's needed, and we don't have
any spots to fill in the legislative department. Therefore, it's not needed”. 

In just about every comment from this forum ABATE’s critics have referred to the
helmet issue as the reason why they are resistant to being involved. I’m not sure
where the helmet roast came from but it was mentioned in a couple other
comments.
SlowGoose (SBN), while agreeing that motorcyclists need a lobbying arm, also
responded negatively.

“To sum it up, I really don't feel like ABATE does me any good. I don't fight
them because they are not an organization that speaks for me, about me, or
in any way, that I'm aware of, has made my life better as a motorcyclist in
any way. The AMA is enough for now. I am glad that ABATE and its notions
have no real hold in my particular motorcycle culture”.

This is where we as members of ABATE need to begin to understand that if we are
to open communication with this segment of the motorcycle community and bring
them into alliance with us, we are going to have to understand their objections
and squelch the misconceptions they have regarding our stance on helmet laws
and other issues to help them understand that we do in fact offer them
representation but we can’t do it effectively if we don’t have their support.

Can it happen? I firmly believe it can, but we must begin to have our members that
ride Sport Bikes make direct contact with them. We need to make a serious effort
to be where they are and have interaction with them in order to break down the
barriers. I talked with two members of our chapter that have that opportunity
right now. Perhaps there are other members of our chapter that have family or
friends of family that ride Sport Bikes that would be willing to pass along the
information we have relating to them and how the things that affect them affect
us as well and working together we can do something about it. 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
We have an obligation to our Brothers and Sisters of the motorcycle community
who fail to see our worth because of their misunderstandings, misinterpretations
and misguided information from media sources, to do all we can to communicate
with those who will be the future of motorcycling as we know it, be it for sport
or as part of their lifestyle. They need to understand that ABATE is much more
than a lobbying presence against helmet laws, we are indeed an intricate part of
the Motorcycle Rights movement, recognized and supported in our efforts by
other organizations such as the A.M.A, the M.R.F. we have their interests in mind
but we can’t do it for them. They need to get on board and help to bring their
concerns to the table and work with us, not against us.

ABATE is for all motorcyclists. If you believe in protecting your rights,
promoting rider safety and awareness, you owe it to yourself to take a closer
look at Florida’s only true motorcycle rights organization. Our door is open and
you’re invited to stop by for one of our meetings, see the back cover for time,
date and location. There’s no obligation to join and it doesn’t cost you a cent. We
welcome all motorcyclists regardless of what you ride. Independent, club or
association member your patch is always welcome in our house, bring your friends
and riding partners.

God bless you all.

Ride Free, Ride safe.

Strongbow
President palm beach abate
561-302-0879
president@abatepalmbeach.com
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization

dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride. 

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.

We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.  

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact: 
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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AUGUST

Nubia E.  Downs
Dwayne A.  Downs
John "L.B."
Valiquette
Jeff Horwitz
Jake Engelston
Robert  Banks
Barry Duralia

Thomas DePastino
Sandy "Sunny"
Peterson
Jeff "A/C" Strobel
Kathleen  Shaw
Terry "Hugger"
Height
Glen  Rubin

SEPTEMBER
Denise "Muffin" Pacitti
Mike "Tomcat" Thomas
Michael "Zim" Zimmer
Ray Edwards

Sara  Edwards
Stephen  Lassiter
Robert "Herc" Meyer
Glen "Chief" Gibbs

Brian "Diesel" Mountain
Erik Fowler
Art "Artmann" Ring
Lynn    Haley

OCTOBER

Mike "Surfer" Kenney
J.F. Levi
David "Dirty Dave" Mahon
Jim "Jimbo" Sherrow
Alison  "Rio" Leiti
Budd  "Strongbow" Aubry
Christopher Sharp
Vicky "Spin Girl" Wojnar
Axel  "Axman" Wojnar
Suzanne P.  Keen
James "Jimmy Les" Lesniak
Robin Lee "Ohio" McDonald

Michael "Sailor" McDonald
Arthur "Bushwacker" Hebert
Frank "Frankie Fire" Baudo
Juan "Juan Roberto" Iglesias
Claude "Frenchie" Fortin
Ray  Mikkelsen, III
Mike "Bulldog" Figueroa
John "Lefty" Lefkowitz
Jackie Manno
Dennis "Pops" Moneypenny
Luis "Smiley" Correa
James "Trucker" Merritt

Charles "CB" Barcellona
Anne  Wood
Robert Wood
Barry "Mater" McKendrick
Michele  Zillamia
Susan Golubovic
Chandler "Scratch" Daniels
Darin "Rocker" Ruddock
Leo "Roadkill" Pedraza
Darlene "Stiletto" Kessaris
Steve "Lum" Sizemore
Lenny Hironimus

JULY

Darrell "Wildthing" Magee
James "One Nut" Race
Theodore Louis Casey
Douglas Smith
John Ligouri
Victor "Chance" Rizzi
Linda "Risky" Couture
Nicole Bouthillette
Anthony Straw 
Feliciano Wilfred

Your membership expires the last day of your expiration
month. To avoid cancellation of AD&D insurance,

please renew your membership in a timely manner. Also
be sure to notify us of any change of address to continue

receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message
Dear Fellow ABATE Members,
 
I have just returned from Deland for the Presidents and Vice
Presidents meeting. I was both encouraged and inspired by the
words of our State President “Doc” Reichenbach and Vice
President Doc Fish. What they had to say was very important to all
the members of  ABATE of Florida. There is a lot going on at the

state level to strengthen ABATE by clarifying issues and procedures from the top
to the bottom of the organization. This to me was very welcome news. 

The state has by-laws for the state and chapters that have been in place for many
years. Well the organization has grown quite a bit since that time, and times have
changed, leaving us with an inadequate set of rules. So that we may stay united on
what our purpose is, Motorcycle rights, safety and awareness, Doc Reichenbach had
announced that he was appointing a by-laws committee to rewrite the bylaws. To tweak
the existing one's to clarify them and to look at new bylaws proposed by the
chapters to be included. These will be state by-laws. The chapter by-laws will be laid
down as well for ALL the chapters to follow. No chapter will be able to make their
own by-laws. The CHAPTERS are being asked to submit by-laws for consideration. At
the end of the process we will have a vote to approve the new by-laws. A chapter
cannot be allowed to make it's own by-laws. 

In my opinion this is the way it should be. A clear chain of command from the top
down with a clear purpose. You cannot let the tail wag the dog! This is not to say we
have no say in the running of our own chapters, just that we will have our chapter
by-laws set by the state. We have the right to set our own “standard operating
procedures” for the chapter to handle other details of chapters business. This was
good news as far as I was concerned.  This should lay a few of the issues our
chapter has at rest. I'm hoping that we can once again as a chapter unite for what's
supposed to be our common goal. If anyone has any suggestions for by-laws to be
presented to the state I would suggest that they bring it up during new business at
the next chapter meeting. It is crucial at this time for everyone to put aside their
differences to work together for what’s best for our rights as motorcyclists and
no other purposes. 

There's something else I'd like to add. I value every member of our chapters opinion.
This is not to say that I necessarily agree, but I am willing to listen to what you have
to say. If I don't agree with your point of view, it's nothing personal, so please don't
take it that way. Everyone has a right to their own opinion. But on the other hand we
all need to recognize we are a part of an organization that needs to stay focused on
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
our job, and that's right, I'm going to say it again! Motorcycle Rights, Safety and
awareness! Do not  underestimate how much ABATE has accomplished over all these
years by the work of all the members working towards a common goal. We are all
important to this cause, when our cause is clear and united! 

 
NIGHTHAWK
Vice President Palm Beach ABATE
(561) 309-5412
VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 

PLEASE NOTE DUE TO PETERSON’S KEYS RUN AND
BIKETOBERFEST MEETING DATES FOR SEPTEMBER AND
OCTOBER WILL CHANGE:

SEPTEMBER MEETING: SEPTEMBER 26TH

OCTOBER MEETING: OCTOBER 24TH 
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DON'T CALL IT A CLUNKER!

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) recently notified you about the new federal
law that hands out vouchers for older vehicles when purchasing new vehicles. It
started out as "Cash for Clunkers," and has evolved into the CARS or Car Allowance
Rebate System. Basically, when you trade in an older car or truck to participating
dealerships, you can get up to $4500 from the federal government to put toward a
new vehicle purchase or lease.  Currently the program does not make any allowance
for motorcycles. 

Senator Bob Casey (D-PA) wants to change that. Senate Bill 1248 would allow for
the inclusion of motorcycles in this program. SB1248 would allow up to $2500
for a motorcycle trade. Under SB1248 you could trade in a car or a motorcycle
for a new motorcycle, or an older motorcycle for new bike or car at a participating
dealership. 

Senator Casey isn't trying to rid the country of older motorcycles; he's trying to
help some 2600 constituents from losing their jobs. It's not a secret that the York,
PA Harley Davidson plant has fallen on rough times. Harley laid off 400 employees
in January, and things haven't gotten better. According to a Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel Article, a Harley Davidson spokesperson admitted that the idea of moving the
York plant was on the table, and mentioned an internal study being done to assess the
viability of the plant. Additional concerns include a major union contract that is up in
2010. 

Harley has to take care of Harley, and Senator Casey has to take care of his
constituents, and they both happen to benefit from this legislation. The MRF has been
assured that Senator Casey absolutely did not introduce this legislation at the
request of Harley Davidson, but to help his constituents keep their jobs. If Harley
sells more motorcycles, it bodes well for the citizens of York, PA. 

Senator Casey's bill would allow motorcycles into the CARS program, but many of
the details are vague. For instance, S1248 would allow for motorcycles to be
eligible for the voucher from January 1, 2009 until 3 years after enactment.
However, the CARS program expires on November 1, 2009 or when the funds run
out, whichever comes first.

Certainly it's important to watch for accelerated end of useful life programs such as
these. Temporary can become permanent with the simple stroke of a pen. The MRF
believes that even the suggestion of a permanent program would warrant an all out
opposition. However, the short-term nature of this particular program should be
treated more as a warning sign of what we need to be ready to confront in the future.
We do want motorcycles to receive the same respect and treatment as automobiles,
but not at the detriment of risking losing certain communities or freedoms
within the world of motorcycling.

Contact: Jeff Hennie, MRF Vice President of Government Relations jeff@mrf.org

Submitted by CB Secretary ABATE P.B.C.
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YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY

Just in case some of you young whippersnappers (& some older ones) didn't know
this. Be sure and show it to your kids. They need a little history lesson on what's
what. And it doesn't matter whether you are Democrat or Republican. Facts are
facts!!!

Our Social Security

Franklin Roosevelt, a Democrat, introduced the Social Security (FICA) Program.
He promised:
1.) That participation in the Program would be completely voluntary.
2.) That the participants would only have to pay 1% of the first $1,400 of

their annual incomes into the Program,
3.) That the money the participants elected to put into the Program would be

deductible from their income for tax purposes each year,
4.) That the money the participants put into the Independent 'Trust Fund' rather

than into the General Operating Fund, and therefore, would only be used
to fund the Social Security Retirement Program, and no other government
program, and, 

5.) That the annuity payments to the retirees would never be taxed as income.

Since many of us have paid into FICA for years and are now receiving a Social
Security check every month --and then finding that we are getting taxed on 85% of
the money we paid to the federal government to 'put away', you may be interested in
the following: 

Q : Which political party took Social Security from the Independent 'Trust Fund'
and put it in to the General Fund so that Congress could spend it?

A: It was Lyndon Johnson and the Democratically- controlled House and
Senate.

Q: Which political party eliminated the income tax deduction for Social
Security (FICA) withholding?

A: The Democratic Party.

Q: Which political party started taxing Social Security annuities?
A: The Democratic Party, with Al Gore casting the 'tie-breaking' deciding vote

as President of the Senate, while he was Vice President of the  U.S.

Q: Which political party decided to start giving annuity payments to immigrants?
AND MY FAVORITE:
A: That's right! 

Jimmy Carter and the Democratic Party. Immigrants moved into this country, and at
age 65, they began to receive Social Security payments! The Democratic Party
gave these payments to them even though they never paid a dime into it!
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Then, after violating the original contract (FICA), the Democrats turn around and
tell you that the Republicans want to take your Social Security away!

And the worst part about it is, uninformed citizens believe it!

If enough people receive this, maybe a seed of awareness will be planted and
maybe changes will evolve. Maybe not, some Democrats are awfully sure of what
isn't so.

AND CONGRESS GIVES THEMSELVES 100% RETIREMENT FOR ONLY SERVING ONE
TERM!!!  

'A government big enough to give you everything you want,is strong enough to
take everything you have.' Thomas Jefferson

Submitted by:  Tomcat ABATE P.B.C.
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FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK

To: PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS
Date: August 2009

A few reminders....

SPECIAL NOTE: DUE TO PETERSON’S KEYS RUN AND BIKETOBERFEST OUR
SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER MEETING DATES HAVE CHANGED: 

SEPTEMBER MEETING: SEPTEMBER 26th 

OCTOBER MEETING: OCTOBER 24TH 

The leadership seminars and August state meeting are over. I have to say, I have
been going to the leadership seminars for over 3 years and I learn something new
each time I go. With a little bit of juggling and room hopping, I was able to attend
each of my positions, but I have to say I really wanted to concentrate on the
newsletter seminar as in years past I did not get to attend that seminar fully and I
found it very informative.  I also got a chance to sit in on the president’s seminar
as an observer and as nighthawk’s article states, the by-laws are going to be
revised by the state with input from the chapters, a very welcome change.  Even
though elections have come and gone, if you are interested in learning more about
a position, now is the time to start learning. Don’t be afraid to the test the waters
in an area you might not be familiar with; this is how we all learned from the
beginning how our experience in our personal lives can help the chapter.   

The summer has been slow with events and our event tables, but please see the
sign-up sheet at the meeting and tell us when you are available to help out so
when we get back into full swing we will be ready to go with a pool of people.  
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Continued

NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
(abbreviated version)

GAS PRICES FUEL RECORD SCOOTER SALES Rising fuel
prices and recession fears have spurred nationwide interest

in motorcycles and scooters, and a new survey indicates more people are
considering two-wheelers due to soaring prices at the pump. PowerSports
Business reported in July that first half scooter sales increased by 65 percent,
validating a consumer trend towards more fuel efficient transportation. Other
sources published similar reports such as The New York Times', June 6, 2008
article "As Gas Prices Soar, Scooters Grow in Popularity"; and The Wall Street
Journal, May 21, 2008 article, "Fuel Efficient Scooter Use Takes Off." In an
August 1, 2008 article in PowerSports Business, Yamaha Motor Co. reported
that its U.S. retail motorcycle new unit sales grew 12.4 percent compared to a
year ago. With most motorcycles averaging from 40 to 60 miles per gallon and
many scooters averaging up to 100 or more miles per gallon, a lot of people
are now interested in acquiring these vehicles for cost-conscious commuting. A
recent PowerSports Business article released the results of a survey conducted
by Consumer Reports National Research Center indicating that more than one-
quarter of U.S. consumers are considering purchasing a motorcycle or scooter.
Eighteen percent are thinking of buying a motorcycle while 14 percent are
contemplating buying a scooter. "The era of smaller, more fuel efficient vehicles
is upon us," commented Anthony Havens, CEO of Sparta financial and management
services for the powersports industry. "Until recently, motorcycles and
scooters were considered the choice of enthusiasts, or people who were just
interested in fun and recreation. But, with gas prices dramatically rising, a
growing number of consumers are buying motorcycles and scooters for
extremely practical reasons." “In 1998, there were about 15,000 scooter
sales, which represented about 5 percent of all licensable motorcycle sales,”
said Mike Mount, a spokesman for the Motorcycle Industry Council. “In 2007,
there were about 131,000 sales, which represents 15 percent of licensable
sales. It might be easy to think scooters and mopeds are only popular among
teenage boys itching to get their first taste of the open road, but sales figures
indicate that both scooters and mopeds are increasingly being purchased by a
maturing demographic. In 1990, the median age for scooter owners was 26,
according to a survey conducted by the MIC, but by 2003 the median age jumped
to 46. 
U.S. TRAFFIC DEATHS DROP TO LOWEST LEVEL IN A DECADE Traffic deaths in the
United States declined last year, reaching the lowest level since 1994, reported
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Some 41,059 people were
killed in highway crashes, down by more than 1,600 from 2006. It was the 
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Continued

fewest highway deaths in a year since 1994, when 40,716 people were killed.
The fatality rate of 1.37 deaths for every 100 million miles traveled in 2007
was the lowest on record, NHTSA said in its report. Motorcycle deaths increased
for the 10th straight year. There were 5,154 motorcycle deaths last year,
compared with 4,837 in 2006. The increased deaths have come while the number
of registered motorcycles has surpassed 6 million, compared with 3.8 million in
1998, and vehicle miles traveled have risen. Transportation officials said they
plan to target motorcyclists in a $13 million anti-drunken-driving advertising
campaign running during the Labor Day holiday. The department also has discussed
new safety and training standards for novice riders, increased training for law
enforcement and curbing counterfeit safety-labeling of helmets. 
INCREASING FATALITIES MAKE MOTORCYCLES A TARGET As more people turn to two-
wheel transportation, tripling the number of new motorcycles hitting the road
over the past decade, the corresponding increase in motorcycle accidents and
fatalities has made motorcyclists a target for stiffer regulations, stricter safety
standards and select enforcement. State and federal officials fear the problem
could grow as higher gas prices push more first-time riders toward motorcycling
without proper training and licensing. "With gas prices on the increase, more
people are riding motorcycles to work," said South Carolina trooper Lance Cpl.
Bob Beres. "They're not just using them for leisure." Most motorcyclists who died
during a recent 18-month period studied by the S.C. Highway Patrol either had a
beginner's license or no license at all, and troopers worry that inexperience
could put newer riders at greater risk. Of the 99 fatal motorcycle crashes they
investigated from July 2006 to December 2007, 36 riders had beginner's
licenses -- the same number as those with a regular license. Twenty-five had no
license and two had expired licenses. Motorcycle riders were at fault in about
three-quarters of the fatal crashes. The major causes were speeding, failing to
yield the right of way and driving under the influence. The S.C. Highway Patrol
was awarded a $75,000 grant to create a Ride Smart safety campaign aimed at
motorcyclists, particularly beginning riders. Law enforcement agencies nationwide
are stepping up efforts to curb rising fatalities by targeting motorcycles. As
part of a state funded Saving Lives program, the California Highway Patrol
conducted a sweep of the 605 freeway looking for motorcyclists not obeying
traffic laws, high handlebars and improper helmets, and will be keeping a closer
eye on cyclists in highly concentrated areas through the summer. They ticketed
62 motorcyclists, 21 of which didn't have a motorcycle license. Officers
impounded the 21 bikes. In Ohio, the Ohio Highway Patrol will reportedly be
targeting motorcycle runs and stopping riders to check for sobriety, motorcycle
endorsements and loud pipes. The National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) has
recently taken the New York State Police and NYS Dept. of Motor Vehicles to task
for setting up discriminatory “Safety Check” roadblocks for motorcyclists en
route to large rallies, threatening a class-action lawsuit through Aid to Injured 
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Motorcyclists (AIM), but meanwhile other states are taking similar targeted
actions toward motorcycle riders under the pretense of safety concerns. 
BAR OWNER ACCUSES POLICE OF DISCRIMINATING AGAINST HER PATRONS A Green
Bay, Wisconsin bar owner says the police department is discriminating against her
because of her clientele. Kim VandenBusch says 75 percent of the regulars at
Kimmers Bar & Grill are members of a motorcycle club. Last week the city
granted the owner a liquor license with a unique stipulation. The police
department asked her to hang a sign in the bar that says "No club colors,"
referring to the back patches worn by motorcycle club members. "I was very
much under duress on signing that because they said if I didn't sign it I wouldn't
get my license," VandenBusch told WBAY-TV, adding that it's unfair because the bar
has a good track record with the police department. "I felt it was very wrong. I
felt it was discriminating. It should be up to the owner of the establishment to
decide what clientele they want." But the police department has every right to do
this. Last year the city passed an ordinance that says every establishment wanting
a liquor license must first have its business plan approved by the police
department. Police Captain Bill Galvin said, “There can be fights, shootings, drug
dealing, drug usage, things like that occurring at places where these gang
members hang out." Galvin says putting up a simple sign will eliminate potential
problems, but VandenBusch hasn't put one up yet. Instead, she's appealing to the
Protection and Welfare Committee. 

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "I think legislative assaults on motorcyclists are totally
emotional, disproportionate and totally unfair... They are instigated and
implemented by people who know nothing about motorcycling, but have a
prejudice. It's easy to curb the freedoms of others when you see no immediate
impact on your own." Malcolm Forbes (1919-1990), publisher & avid motorcyclist 

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to
legislative actions and
events around the state
and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful
and viable political
force in legislative
matters concerning all
motorcyclists rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state
and national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing
on individual rights. 
 To educate the public
about motorcycle
awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

August 15, 2009 
11:30 am
VFW POST 4143

2404 Broadway (US 1)
Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.
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