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President’s Message
Brothers and Sisters,

This past month was an incredible time for our chapter, those
that were involved in planning our event and preparing for
the elections worked tirelessly to insure that it all came

together exactly the way it was supposed to. My thanks to all of you for your
commitment and diligence in making both the elections and the event successful and
work flawlessly. I would like to acknowledge RIO for the hours upon hours spent
preparing for the elections and a special thanks to Cookie A.L.R. 268 for her
assistance in working with us as Election Supervisor, Val, State Membership Trustee
for taking time out of her busy schedule to attend our meeting and oversee the
election procedure and all of you who were there to participate in the election. 

I would like to thank you all for your continued support and your support in the
election. I am honored to have been chosen to lead our chapter for another term. I
look forward to working with you to take our chapter to the next level and to move
forward on the legislative issues we had faced over the past year and left
unresolved as well as the new challenges we will be addressing. There is much to be
done and it will take all of us working together to achieve success in representing
the Palm Beach motorcycle community and to let our voices be heard. I’m asking for
your help by getting involved any way you can. Your level of involvement is entirely
up to you.  

I would like to express my gratitude, appreciation and sincerest thanks to all who
served on the event committee and those who volunteered their time to work at the
event. Special thanks to Kathy “Mama Bear” Olsey, Gia, RIO and Wade for working
together taking care of the painstaking details and many hours of planning and
coordinating everything that began months ago, collecting door prizes and setting up
the booths and working the event from start to finish, to Lady Di, Sheila and Dee for
hangin’ in there selling tickets for the door prizes and 50/50 to Trisha, thanks for
being there and helping with all the preparations for a week or two before the
event.  Special thanks also go out to Ray Ray for doing an outstanding job
volunteering his time and talent providing us with the fliers, to all of you who
helped working the Bike Nights, Slo Motion, Half Pint, Tomcat and all of you that
passed out fliers, thanks to Mike Rich and Rod for going beyond the call of duty
taking care of the grounds work and help in reconstructing the stage. 

The set up crew did an outstanding job getting the equipment picked up and delivered
and then tackling the set up in the scorching heat, if that wasn’t enough, sticking
around for the tear down. My sincerest thanks and gratitude to Lil Ray for taking the
initiative to make sure that when the switch was thrown the lights would come on,
along with Bwana, (who was the “can do man that day), Butch, CB and Willie for making
sure whatever we needed delivered got there and back, Thanks to Rocker, Nighthawk,
Sea Dog and CB (the other “can do man”), thanks for pitching in when we needed you 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
Poleman. I would also like to send my personal thanks and appreciation to Loop and
Taz and our Brothers and Sisters of the American Legion Riders Post(s) 268 and 277
for lending us their tables and chairs for the elections and event and also for their
continued support.

Special thanks for a job well done to the security squad Frenchie, Zim, Lil’ Ray, Papa
Bear, Gus (thanks for handling the pest control), Rick, Torch and Cowboy. Last but
not least my thanks to Christine and her staff they were great, they really went the
extra mile and let’s not forget the bartenders Gia and Nina who were jammin’ all day
and into the night. Great job, thank you.

Please forgive me if I missed anyone it was a long day but I must say I am truly humbled
by the time and hard work you all put into making this event come together, thanks to
all of you we were ready to rock exactly on time and it looked as if we were going to
have a great turn out with over one hundred of our Brothers and Sisters attending
within the first hour. The band was a rockin’   then came the rain, we may not have had
the turn out we hoped for but I think everybody had a great time, there was still a
good size crowd there when we rolled out around midnight.

With the elections and the event behind us there are new challenges ahead, together
we have another opportunity to show our true colors and meet those challenges
head on. I believe this is where team work and mutual support as chapter members
will prove that ABATE Palm Beach has what it takes to be an example as the most
progressive and innovative chapter in the state. 

Thanks again to all of our Brothers and Sisters for attending and for your continued
support, I hope to see you all at our next chapter meeting Saturday July 18th.

God bless you all.

Ride Free, Ride safe.

Strongbow
president@abatepalmbeach.com

"We in America do not have government by the majority. We have government by the
majority who participate."  Thomas Jefferson
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization

dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride. 

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.

We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.  

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact: 
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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AUGUST
Arthur "Butch" Turner
Nubia E.  Downs
Dwayne A.  Downs
John "L.B." Valiquette
Jeff Horwitz
Jake Engelston
Robert  Banks

Barry Duralia
Thomas DePastino
Sandy "Sunny" Peterson
Jeff "A/C" Strobel
Kathleen  Shaw
Terry "Hugger" Height
Glen  Rubin

SEPTEMBER
Denise "Muffin" Pacitti
Mike "Tomcat" Thomas
Michael "Zim" Zimmer
Ray Edwards
Sara  Edwards
Stephen  Lassiter

Robert "Herc" Meyer
Glen "Chief" Gibbs
Brian "Diesel" Mountain
Erik Fowler
Art "Artmann" Ring
Lynn    Haley

JULY

Darrell "Wildthing" Magee
James "One Nut" Race
Theodore Louis Casey
Tim "T.A." Ralph
Douglas Smith
John Ligouri

Victor "Chance" Rizzi
Linda "Risky" Couture
Nicole Bouthillette
Anthony Straw 
Feliciano Wilfred
Lonnie "LL/Speed" Loff

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your membership or be
deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure to notify us of any change  of address to

continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

JUNE
Kelly "Boots"  Cassel Heller
Charles "Freeze" Housman
Bob Sykes
Robbie "Smoke" Merritt
Sandy   Merritt

Warren  Price 
Tammy "Duma" Peeples
Charles "Chuck" Widle
Bernie "Bondo Bernie" Korkowski

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message

Dear Fellow ABATE Members,
 
It is with great pride and honor that I am writing my first Vice
Presidents message to the chapter. This was the chapters
opportunity to show the direction that the chapter wanted to go. I
ran for the position of Vice President in order to support our

President Strongbow, when I felt he was under attack from within. Members have the
right to disagree with the President, or any of the board members for that matter, and
may not like  something that is said or done. I would hope that in the future that any
grievances be brought up at the meetings to be discussed as a whole by the chapter.
Many of you were at that meeting when that bomb was dropped on our President by a few
of the past board members. None of these issues that they had alleged had ever been
spoken of openly with the chapter before that. At that point it didn't matter what they
were alleging, it was the way they had handled it. This was something that really
bothered me, this is an organization based on rights and freedom. The rights of
Strongbow as an individual and the rights of the chapter had been abused in my opinion.
Although we are members of a motorcyclist rights organization I also believe in our
rights as American citizens as well. I strongly believe in our rights to privacy and
Strongbows rights as an individual were violated by someone on the past board. I felt the
chapters rights were violated by a few individuals who just didn't like the turn out of
last years elections and by there actions attempted a take over of the chapter.

The elections are over. and once again the chapter has elected  Strongbow to lead us.
Now is the time to put the last eight months behind us and reunite the chapter as a
whole. I realize not everyone voted for Strongbow or myself, but the majority did. So
at this time I'm hoping to close the divide in the chapter and put the past behind us. As
your Vice President I am here to help this chapter to start moving forward again. I will
do my best to serve the President and the chapter. Please feel free to discuss any
problems or issues that you may have with me. I will do my best to resolve the issue or
get you the answer to your question. I'm hoping in the near future we can organize some
chapter rides so that we can also have some fun together again and put aside the past.
It is time for us to once again to ride to events as one group united. It is time to take
care of the business that we're here for, motorcycle rights, safety and awareness.
Maybe if we have the internal bickering amongst us over, we can do just that! 

Having our Annual Rights Rally a week following the elections did have me concerned as
to whether any of the volunteers would become no shows when they were needed. 

I'm happy to say that it seemed the vast majority of the volunteers did what they said they
would do. There were quite a few of us that were there from set up to tear down. For
the most part people were able to put politics behind and focus on the task at hand. I'm
hoping that we can continue to all work together. I'd personally like to thank everyone
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
who helped  make this event happen and all the hard work they put in to it. Even though
the weather wasn't as cooperative as we would have wanted, we still had a decent turn
out. I'd also like to thank everyone who showed up at the event, your support was
greatly appreciated! 

I'd like to close my Vice Presidents message with the one thing I heard most at the party
from our members. That they want the chapter as a whole again. I'm going to try my best
to make that happen but I can't do that by myself. I need all of you to help. Even though
were an association, and not an MC. We need to stand together united as Brothers and
Sisters for the common goal of preserving our rights and freedoms as bikers.
 

Nighthawk
Vice President Palm Beach ABATE
(561) 309-5412
VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 
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June Legislative/Delegate Report
BY: Slo Mo 

Yesterday June 16th, 2009, The Governor approved both the
First Responders Bill and the Bill that changed the wording on
the motorcycle tags. CS/CS/SB 1100 Department of Highway
Safety & Motor Vehicles [CPSC]: The Bill that removes the
"horizontal" wording of the motorcycle tag here is the wording

of this bill as it relates to motorcycles: Section 4. Subsection (3) of section
316.2085, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 316.2085 Riding on
motorcycles or mopeds.—The license tag of a motorcycle or moped must be
permanently affixed to the vehicle and may not be adjusted or capable of being
flipped up. No device for or method of concealing or obscuring the legibility of
the license tag of a motorcycle shall be installed or used.
From:  Darrin "Scribe" Brooks, State Legislative Trustee,  ABATE of Florida, Inc. 

Now that the sessions are over, the Legislators are back home.  After our event I
am planning a July blitz to visit them and provide them with information about us.  I
hope to either get their support or find where they stand as 2010 elections are
coming and we need to see who we shall back.  I am looking for volunteers to join
me for visits, especially with YOUR legislators!  

I have a sign up sheet at our June meeting or you can email me
webmaster@abatepalmbeach.com with your zip plus four to help me find who your
Legislators are for you. Let me know when you might be available and phone
number so I can see what I might arrange.  This is important as next year we still
need the Stiffer Penalty bill, cell phone ban, Driver Education, and will be seeing
a helmet bill next year. We need to become “Super Voters” – those that vote in
ALL elections.

By now most you should have received a letter from the State office about your
$4000 ADD insurance.  You do NOT have to send anything in to activate your
policy.  If you do contact them they will try to sell you more insurance and just
tell them no thanks. The only benefit to contacting them is to list who your
beneficiary are for the policy.  And you can avoid that by putting that information
into your will or the state makes that decision.  If any claim is ever to be made the
State office is to be contacted so let people be aware of that.

The high points for the June State Meeting are:
President  - “Doc” Reichenbach reported that there is a new national hook up for
traffic computers across the US.  So anyone who once had an unpaid ticket will
be caught – even he was when he went to renew license for an unknown ticket 
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long ago.  Also as of Sept. 1 license and registration fees will be doubled, so if
you can renew prior to your expiration do for the two years and save.
Vice President - “Doc” Fish brought up a new product, a bright yellow-green T-
shirt with Watch for Motorcycles on back.  Also the state will be working on
state and chapter by-laws for elections.
Masterlink – the State newsletter (every other month) is thinking of going
paperless – feedback on how many of you would be able to get is needed.  Also if
not getting contact our membership to be sure they have correct address.
PR/Communications – gave out the signs to help sell Bikeweek bike tickets.
Safety – in the July 25-26 Leadership Conference will be two sessions about
Safety and presentations.  All interested should attend.  They are getting close
to the paperwork so we can get the safety video broadcast.  Locally I have
contact with School Board Instructional TV and might still at other stations.
Lobbyist  - “Doc” Reichenbach reported that our support of the First Responder
Bills got us a lot of positive press and friends in the capital. He also covered
the bills that passed and the license/registration fee increases.  Since the seat
belt law passed where they stop you for that, he expects a mandatory helmet law
to be introduced next year.  The present Attorney General Bill McCollum is likely
to be running for Governor and seeking our support.  He may be speaking at our
August State meeting.  Locally our Legislators are doing things we need to get
involved with. House District 86 (about 20 of our members) 
Rep. Maria Lorts Sachs is on the Roads, Bridges and Ports Policy Committee and is
a possible sponsor of cell phone and driver education bills.  Also the helmet law
may be coming from our area.  So it becomes very import for us to work with our
legislators to educate them.

NCOM convention will be in Orlando May 7/8 (Mother’s Day Weekend) and we
should try to get a strong force.  The weekend registration is $35 with $40 for
the closing dinner. Getting strong participation from Sport Bikers. 

Bike Week 2010 – bike raffle tickets are here – let’s do a push on selling
starting with our event – they gave us posters.

Tallahassee 2010 will be the THIRD weekend April 18-19 for Sunday State
meeting and Monday ride to the Capital.

NEW BUSINESS. Bylaw from Palm Beach on valid driver license, discussion at
chapter for State meeting discussion at August meeting.

Leadership workshops weekend July 25-26 Deland FL

August State meeting the 8th in Cape Coral FL (west of Ft Myers)
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SPECTATOR TO STREET RACING-STATUTE 316.191 (3)

In an attempt to combat street racers throughout Florida , the Florida legislature
crafted a law which prohibits inviduals from being a spectator at any drag racing
event.  Typically, motorists or motorcyclists will "shut down" roads and begin racing
each other up the street.  Law enforcement officers across the state, including
Pinellas, Hillsborough, and Miami-Dade have conducted sting operations to prevent
such activity.  In some instances the police shut down the roadway from both ends and
they ticket every single person in the car, regardless of whether they were a driver
or passenger.  According to Florida law, Statute 316.191 (3) a states that a person
may not be a spectator at any drag race, and that a person who violates this statute
commits a moving violation pursuant to Florida Statute 318.   A drag race is defined
as two or more vehicles from a point side by side at accelerating speeds in
a competitive attempt to outdistance each other, or the operation of one or more
motor vehicles over a common selected course, from the same point to the same
point, for the purpose of comparing the relative speeds or power of acceleration of
such motor vehicle or motor vehicles within a certain distance or time limit.

The maximum punishment is three points on your driver's license, a maximum fine of
$500.00 and the possibility of court

ordered traffic school.  



19  ISSUE 2009-07         VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JULY, 2009

LIFE MEMBER - ABATE PALM BEACH MEMBER - “BIG BAD FRED” 

Boston Noise Ordinance Lawsuit

Date: July 3, 2009

Subject: Motorcyclist  seek declaration  sue City of Boston (Boston,  MA)  A group
of  motorcyclists (Paul W. Cote, Bill Gannon,  Mike Longtin, Vince Silvia, and Larry
Cahill) today filed a lawsuit at the Suffolk Superior Court against the City of
Boston, asking the Court to Declare its recently enacted motorcycle noise ordinance
void, as it conflicts with state statues and regulations, and is a manufacturers
standard, not a consumer standard, misapplied by the Boston City  Council.

What was odd when I when to file the suit today, claimed Paul W. Cote of Amesbury, I
parked in the 100 Cambridge Street parking garage, near 4 Boston police
motorcycles and 2 State Police motorcycles. I couldn’t find Or see the EPA labels
on their bikes, yet they’ll be asked to crawl on their knees or backs to look  for
mine and other riders EPA labels to enforce this flawed  Ordinance. Cote said, the
Court has scheduled a show cause hearing on the preliminary injunction  has been
scheduled for Thursday, July 9th. Riders interested in following this lawsuit are
encouraged to watch.  www.BostonBiker.com_ (http://www.bostonbiker.com/)  where
information will be posted and the lawsuit will soon be available for  reading.

Submitted by: “CB”  ABATE P.B.C.
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FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK

To: PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS
Date: July 2009

A few reminders....

our next state meeting is August 8, in Cape Coral, FL, VFW Post 8463. Contact
Strongbow or Kathy Olsey if you plan to attend. see board members page for contact
information. 

Well elections are over and we have a new board in place and its a new year for our
chapter.  Now, it is time to get back on track and as Dan’s article mentions, getting out to
see our representatives and let them know what we want this year.  If you are not a
registered voter, please see Rio and she will give you an application or you can register
on-line at http://election.dos.state.fl.us/pdf/webappform.pdf which can be completed on
line and then printed. 

Our event has come and gone and despite the rain, i believe all that weathered the storms
had a great time.  I would sincerely like to thank all that were involved in the
preparations leading up to the event and all those that helped out in the scortching heat
and then the down pours the day of the event, to make it a success, again despite the
weather. I know the President’s Message lists all that helped in the preparation before
and the day of the event and again your contribution to the chapter in whatever time was
spent, in whatever aspect that you helped out was sincerely appreciated by all. 

In this coming year, it is time for us to group together again to make this a very
productive year for the Palm Beach Chapter.   There are many ways in which one can help
a chapter that does not involve a lot of time,.  There are going to be many new things
developing within the coming months that will require all of us working together to be
able to accomplish our goals for this coming year.  Listen at the meetings, check our
website to see where you might be able to help out.  Don’t be afraid to the test the
waters in an area you might not be familiar with, this is how we all learned from the
beginning how our experiece in our personal lives can help the chapter.   

We will be making up a new schedule for event tables and/or bike nights for our
membership and safety table. Please see the sign-up sheet at the meeting and let us know
when you would be available to help out.   

If your article submission did not make it in this month, look for it next month.  Keep the
info, articles and jokes coming.  

Some special thoughts and prayers are still needed for a couple of our members: Dave
“Santa Dave” Marchewka, Richard “Pops” Caston,  Abate of palm beach wishes them a
speedy recovery.  
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Continued

NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

MISSOURI HELMET FREEDOM STILL ON HOLD Legislation to
partially repeal the “Show Me” state’s 42-year old mandatory
helmet law has been sitting on Governor Jay Nixon’s desk

since May 29, awaiting his approval or veto. Senate Bill 202, a bill to allow
motorcyclists 21 and older to ride without helmets except on the interstate highway
system, passed both the House and Senate and will become law in Nixon doesn’t veto
the measure. In addition to the helmet provisions, SB 202 introduced by Senator Kurt
Schaefer (R-Columbia) would also prohibit insurance companies from reducing claims
from injured motorcycle riders on the grounds that a motorcycle is a hazardous
vehicle, even if the rider is fault-free. Nixon has received about 1,000 e-mails and
letters on the motorcycle legislation -- more than on any other legislative issue, said
a spokesman for the governor’s office. Those urging the governor to sign the
legislation outnumbered those urging a veto by about 7-to-1, according to analysis
of the messages by The Associated Press. Mark Chapman, chairman of the Freedom of
Road Riders of Missouri, said that motorcyclists should be allowed to decide for
themselves when conditions warrant wearing a helmet. "It should be my choice as an
adult," Chapman said. "It's not like I'm a 10 year old trying to kill myself." Those who
urged him to sign the bill -- some of whom said they regularly wear helmets --
mentioned personal freedom and suggested that not requiring helmets could spur
tourism. FORR-MO is appealing to riders nationwide to contact his office and urge
Gov. Nixon to sign the bill into law or allow it to automatically become law without
his signature. You can call Missouri Governor Jay Nixon at (573) 751-3222, e-mail
him through www.governor.mo.gov or write to P.O. Box 720, Jefferson City, MO
65102. 

OMAHA POLICE TO ENFORCE HELMET COMPLIANCE  If you’ve ever wondered where some
of your state and federal motorcycle safety funds are being spent, the Nebraska
Office of Highway Safety has awarded a grant to fund extra police officers on the
streets to ensure motorcyclists are compliant with Nebraska state laws regarding
motorcycle helmets. The Omaha Police Department received $25,000 in grant funding
to begin operations to enforce motorcycle helmet compliance throughout the entire
city from May 27 through September 30, 2009. Nebraska state law specifies that
protective helmets that meet the United States Department of Transportation's
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard #218 are required for all operators and
passengers of a motorcycle or moped. Citing safety concerns, officers will be citing
operators who are in violation of this law and confiscating their non-compliant
helmets. In the meantime, Vermont State Police are advising motorcyclists that a new
state law goes into effect on July 1st requiring that all helmets be DOT approved,
similar to a measure enacted recently in North Carolina.
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Continued

SMOG, OR SMOKE & MIRRORS? In spite of already having the lowest motorcycle
emissions standards in the country, and despite verbal promises from the legislative 

sponsor in response to key Senate opposition, a bill to enact Smog Checks for
motorcycles has passed the California State Senate and may be heard in the Assembly
as early as June 29th. ABATE of California is seeking nationwide assistance to quash
this bill once and for all. “Our out of state brothers and sisters may be our most
effective resource in fighting the motorcycle smog bill,” wrote ABATE Executive
Director Tim Tennimon in a request to NCOM to help rally opposition to Senate Bill
435. “SB 435 has been passed to the Assembly as a SMOG CHECK BILL on the verbal
promise to amend but has not yet been fulfilled. It would appear that it may go so far
as to include all 3 (smog check, noise, and catalytic converter with random pull over
inspection thrown in for good measure),” explains Tennimon. Sponsor of the measure,
Santa Monica Senator Fran Pavley, agreed to remove the controversial biennial
emissions testing when the bill passed the Senate, but no such action has yet been
taken. ABATE Lobbyist Jim Lombardo reports that “I personally spoke with the
committee staff and they have not been officially notified that SB 435 is to be
amended or turned into a 2-year bill, and even if it had, Pavley could ask for it to be
reset for a hearing…the stakes are too high to be caught with our pants down: LET’S
KILL SB 435 -- IT IS STILL A SMOG CHECK BILL!!!” Therefore, ABATE of CA is asking
all out of state motorcyclists to contact the Chairman of the Assembly
Transportation Committee, Mike Eng at phone (916) 319-2049, fax 916-319-2149,
or e-mail Assemblymember.Eng@asm.ca.gov, and also Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger at phone (916) 445-2841, fax 916-558-3160, or e-mail at
gov.ca.gov, and let them know that if you are going to be at risk of being singled out
and pulled over for exhaust system inspections when you visit California then you will
choose another location to spend your vacation dollars, and urge their NO vote on
SB 435. “Unfortunately many laws of this type start in California and spread to
other states,” warns Tennimon, so “the place to stop it is here and now, then
hopefully you won't have to deal with anything like this in your state.” 

AIM ATTORNEY SUES NY POLICE FOR ILLEGAL CHECKPOINTS  Proner & Proner,
Attorneys at law, has filed a Federal class action lawsuit in the Federal Court for
the Northern District of New York against the New York State Police as well as New
York State and county authorities to stop them from conducting motorcycle-only
roadblocks near popular motorcycle events. Last year the New York State Police and
county sheriffs stopped every motorcycle en route to twelve different events for
"safety checks." With the riding season starting, the New York State Police expect to
conduct up to fifteen motorcycle-only roadblocks throughout the state this year.
One of the events targeted was Americade, the largest motorcycle event in the
Northeast. Police set up two checkpoints during the Lake George-based rally in June
that netted 84 tickets for unapproved helmets, 19 for modified exhausts and 32
other vehicle and traffic violations. New York A.I.M. (Aid to Injured Motorcyclists)
Attorney 

Mitchell Proner, an active motorcyclist and personal injury attorney, is initiating the
lawsuit on behalf of all motorcyclists. ABATE of New York supports the legal 
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action. Proner said that the New York State Police "uses the pretense of safety
inspections to delay and harass motorcyclists without any reasonable belief that any
laws are being broken." Although courts have upheld DWI checkpoints as generally 

permissible, "These motorcycle roadblock stops are lengthy and do not address any
legitimate safety concerns," according to Proner. 

MYRTLE BEACH HELMET LAW LAWSUIT UPDATE Following is an update from Matt
Danielson of Tom McGrath’s Motorcycle Law Group regarding the lawsuit filed
against the helmet law enacted by the city council of Myrtle Beach, SC. “Forty-nine
of the motorcyclists who took part in the Myrtle Beach Freedom Ride and who were
ticketed for violations have had their cases stayed yesterday. A.I.M. Attorney Tom
McGrath filed motions to have the cases dismissed due to lack of jurisdiction. The
original city ordinance mandated that the violations, which are civil in nature, be
heard by a special tribunal created by the city. However, since that time the tribunals
have been found to be unconstitutional (or at least suggested to be by the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of South Carolina). The city moved the cases to
municipal court. However, the State Code of South Carolina specifically states that
the municipal courts do not have jurisdiction over civil matters. Since the city served
the 49 defendants via mail after the Chief Justice's ruling, they were forced to admit
that the infractions were civil in nature since you can't serve a criminal complaint by
mail. That put the City of Myrtle Beach in a box since State Code says the municipal
courts do not have jurisdiction over civil matters. The court decided to stay the
trials of these matters while deciding how to rule. The court has stated that none of
the defendants need to appear on the scheduled dates. We expect a ruling soon. In
the meantime, motions have been filed in the South Carolina Supreme Court to declare
the ordinances void. More information will be forthcoming as it is made available.” 

PENNSYLVANIA SENATOR WANTS TO GIVE YOU $4,500 TO BUY A NEW MOTORCYCLE U.S.
Senator Bob Casey (D-PA), a longtime advocate for the Harley-Davidson Motor Co.,
has introduced legislation that would provide up to $4,500 for motorcycle buyers
who trade in an older, gas guzzling car or truck. Harley has its largest assembly
plant in York, Pa., where it employs more than 2,000 people. Recently, the company
said it might close its York operations due to the downturn in the economy and falling
motorcycle sales. Senator Casey wants his proposal attached to the "cash for
clunkers" bill passed recently in the U.S. House of Representatives. It authorizes the
program for one year, for a total cost of miles per billion. To be eligible, a trade-in
car must get less than 18 $4 mpg. The voucher would be worth gallon, and the new
vehicle must get at least 22 mpg higher than the old $4,500 if the gas mileage of
the new car is at least 10 vehicle. Casey said his legislation would help spur
economic recovery and protect manufacturing jobs in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and
other states where 

motorcycles and bike parts are manufactured and assembled. New motorcycle sales in
the United States fell 8% in 2007 and 10% in 2008. The proposal "is positive from
our perspective," said Harley spokeswoman Rebecca Bortner, adding that swapping an
old car for a bike would be an easy upgrade in fuel efficiency. 
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BILL MAY BAN BIKER BARS Revving up for a fight, motorcycle clubs in Virginia say
they are being unfairly targeted by the state’s ABC Board for what they wear.
Motorcyclists who recently rallied at a Richmond Public Safety meeting say they are
trying to appeal to Richmond City Council members to repeal a new State law. In 

2008, the General Assembly passed HB 1117 Alcohol Beverage Control; a bill
saying that bars and restaurants could be stripped of their liquor license by
allowing groups into their establishments who wear certain gang affiliations or
colors. Although aimed at criminal street gangs, motorcyclists say they are victims
of this new law and that their First Amendment rights are being violated. 

BIKERNET.COM CREATES WORKING GROUP FOR MOTORCYCLE RIGHTS  Longtime bikers
rights activist Keith R. Ball and the staff of Bikernet.com are working with the
motorcycle aftermarket to provide a direct link between legislative efforts,
motorcycle rights groups, and the custom motorcycle aftermarket industry. "It's been
a goal of mine for 15 years to get the business side to help our freedom fighters,"
said Ball. If successful, Keith hopes to encourage SEMA (the Specialty Equipment
Market Association), the largest hot rod aftermarket organization in the United
States, to work with us to deliver additional resources to the motorcycle rights
community, since we all face similar battles. "The Motorcycle Aftermarket Working
Group is made up of many leaders and business owners, but we want to reach out
directly to state motorcycle rights groups for their input," said Ball, adding that
they are already working closely with the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
and the Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF). "What can we do to help keep
motorcycling free?" The group is currently working on an agenda, so contact Keith
Ball directly with any comments or suggestions at Bandit@Bikernet.com or (310)
830-0630. 

FEDS QUESTION BIKERS The Federal Highway Administration’s Motorcyclist Advisory
Council is asking riders across the country to help state and federal highway
administrators and State Motorcycle Safety Administrators (SMSA) to “better
understand and plan for the needs of motorcycle riders.” Motorcycle riders are
requested to complete a Motorcycle Road Issues Survey by logging onto
http://tinyurl.com/ovzduo before August 1st and answering online survey questions
that are separated into 3 distinct settings typically experienced by the majority of
riders: Urban Areas (city/suburban/frequent intersections/pedestrians); Rural Areas
(fewer intersections/higher speed); and Limited Access Areas (freeway/highway/toll
road/minimal intersections). 

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "It is not the function of the government to keep the citizen from
falling into error; it is the function of the citizen to keep the government from
falling into error." U.S. Supreme Court Justice Robert H. Parker, Chief Prosecutor
for the United States of America at the Nuremberg Trials. 

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to
legislative actions and
events around the state
and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful
and viable political
force in legislative
matters concerning all
motorcyclists rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state
and national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing
on individual rights. 
 To educate the public
about motorcycle
awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

July 18, 2009 
11:30 am
VFW POST 4143

2404 Broadway (US 1)
Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073

 

Check your mail label for
membership expiration


