
A B A T E
of Florida, Inc. 

A MERICAN
B IKERS
A IMING 
T OWARD 
E DUCATION

NEXT CHAPTER 
MEETING

11:30AM
SATURDAY

May 16th 
   

LET THOSE 
WHO RIDE 
DECIDE!  

ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.

PALM BEACH CHAPTER

DEDICATED TO FREEDOM OF CHOICE,
   FREEDOM OF THE ROAD

ISSUE 2009-05 VISIT US AT:ABATEPALMBEACH.COM MAY, 2009

MAY IS MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS MONTH



2 ISSUE 2009-05  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM MAY, 2009

PRESIDENT 
BUDD “STRONGBOW” AUBRY
561-482-4346/Cell 561-302-0879
PRESIDENT@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

VICE PRESIDENT
JOHN “PAPA BEAR” OLSEY - 561-702-1941
VICEPRESIDENT@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM 

SECRETARY DIANE “LADY DI” ROWE 
561-346-7124
SECRETARY@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

TREASURER - ALISON “RIO” LEITI
561-482-4346
TREASURER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

SGT-AT-ARMS  Claude “Frenchie” Fortin
561-859-1990
ASST. SGT-AT-ARMS - 
Ray “L’Lil Ray” edwards - 
561-375-8785
MICHAEL”ZIM” ZIMMER-561-718-6057

MEMBERSHIP - ALISON “RIO” LEITI 
561-482-4346
MEMBERSHIP@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

STATE REP - 
DAN “SLO-MOTION”HENDERSON
561-702-9929
STATEREP@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

LEGISLATIVE LIAISON 
DAN “SLO-MOTION”HENDERSON
561-702-9929
LEGISLATIVE@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

PR/ADVERTISING, SOCIAL DIR

Kathy Olsey - 561-302-7150

NEWSLETTER - ALISON “RIO” LEITI
561-482-4346
NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

PHOTOGRAPHER - OPEN PRODUCTS - 
Jamie “smoothie” sidell - 561-506-9399
ALISON “RIO” LEITI - 561-482-4346 

LEGAL COUNSEL -
Jon “wade” Lippard -561-665-0930

WEBMASTER - DAN HENDERSON
561-702-9929
WEBMASTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM

SAFETY DIRECTOR 
JOHN “PAPA BEAR” OLSEY
561-702-1941
SAFETY@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM



3 ISSUE 2009-05           HOT LINE 561-733-5187 (24/7) MAY, 2009



4 ISSUE 2009-05  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM MAY, 2009

President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

This is the latest on the legislation I mentioned in last months
presidents message.

HB 1161 / SB 968 “Traffic Offenses” or “Stiffer Penalties” - This Bill has passed all
it's committee's and is ready to be heard on the House Floor. The Senate version is on the
fast track to the Senate floor, but not there yet. 

HB 1479 / SB 1100 “Dept. of Highway Safety & Motor Vehicles” - This Bill has an
amendment added that will take away the non-vertical tag law. The new wording will be that
“motorcycle and moped tags must be permanently affixed to the vehicle and not be
adjusted or capable of being flipped up No device for or method of concealing or
obscuring the legibility of the license tag of a motorcycle shall be installed or used.”
If this passes and get signed by the Governor, It will eliminate the fine for the vertical
tags starting as soon as it become law. The Senate version passed 39-0 and is now waiting
on the House. There should be no problems in this Bill becoming law.

HB 1043 / SB 2282 “First Responders” - Prohibits county's and municipalities from
imposing fees or seeking reimbursement for cost of certain first responder services
except for hazardous waste clean-up. Both the Senate and the House Bills are out of
committee's and will be heard on the floor barring some last minute problem.

We are most definitely making giant steps forward in seeing these Bills move through
committees and as mentioned, HB 1161 and it companion Bill SB 968 moving into the
House of Representatives these Bills will be received by the Speaker of the House the
Honorable Larry Cretul a Life member of ABATE it appears Doc’s perseverance has paid
off again. I’m confidant the vertical tag issue will be settled as well. I think it’s
something we can all be proud of especially those of you who took the time to contact
their local representatives and ask for their support. 

I can’t emphasize enough how important it is to establish a line of communication with
these people on the local level. Something else that you should know, when contacting
State Representatives and Senators you may be reaching their aides. These people have
direct contact with the person you wish to contact. In more cases than not, the way you
communicate with them will make the difference between whether your message gets
through or not. Be respectful and polite. If it’s an issue that has you angry don’t take it
out on the aides. These people have a huge job to do and if you are tactful and to the
point chances are, the way you communicate with them will be the way it will be
communicated and possibly stated as something that should be considered when it is
discussed. 

A lesson to be learned from a group of people that were one time members of ABATE
that thought they had a better idea of how to get things done was exemplified when the
Cell Phone Bill was in committee. They showed up while the issue was just about to be 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
passed making ridiculous accusations about people being paid off and money going into
pockets to hold back the passage without having a clue as to what was about to happen.
They continued their rants and used up precious time when it probably would have been
settled long before the deadline and almost killed the Bill right then. Fortunately Doc
was able to get it heard again and sure enough they showed up again. Needless to say it
probably wont be heard again until the next legislative session, if it is heard at all.

If you don’t already know it, the wheels of progress turn slowly and methodically
especially with government there are channels procedures that need to be followed. Six
years ago I brought the Cell Phone issue to the table at an ABATE state meeting. I
received a nod and a wink that it was something we needed to address, but the chance of
actually getting legislation to ban the use of cell phones while operating a motor
vehicle of any kind would be next to impossible. Two years ago it became part of ABATE of
Florida’s agenda. We almost got it this year. It was left on the table because a group of
people decided to disrupt the process by insulting committee members and stifling the
efforts of our lobbyist, just hours before it could have been signed.  

Doc’s experience and savvy got that legislation back in front of the right people and his
efforts were again impeded because someone thought they had a better idea and stepped
in. Now they’ll put the blame on him for failing to do his job. Being impatient and making
accusations before you know what’s going on will do nothing but give them a reason to
table an issue or worse throw it into the abyss of dead legislation.

The same is true in any situation where people are held accountable for their position and
doing their job responsibly. No one can explain what it takes to do a job until it becomes
their job and their responsibility. The experience of having that responsibility is what you
learn from. You can’t teach experience, it comes from being involved and learning from
someone who has that experience. For those who understand there’s no explanation
necessary, for those who don’t there’s none possible.  

The most common reason for why things go wrong is because a person is put into a
situation or a position they are not qualified to handle. For example, you have a person
that is the best Guidance Counselor in the history of a school. They are admired and
acclaimed for their accomplishments and everyone sees this person as the most qualified
person to be promoted to take over as Principal. Over time things begin to change, things
start going down hill and before long the person that was considered to be the best
qualified person for Principal finds that he is miserable, he is being blamed for the
decline in the standards and loss of moral and begins to realize that he didn’t understand
what that position entailed. One day he receives notice that he is being asked to resign or
be fired. The school loses the best Guidance Counselor they ever had and possibly
replaced the best Principal they ever had. But the damage is done it will take a long time
for it to be repaired, if ever. One thing for sure, it’ll never be the same again. 

People will always criticize someone for not getting a job done but unless they have
been involved with what it takes to get the job done, they will never understand that 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
anything worth while doing must have a plan of action and steps need to be taken one at a
time. 

I personally have set attainable goals to further the progress of ABATE Palm Beach by
working closely with the members of our chapter that have shown they are willing and
able to help formulate a plan and execute a plan of action. Taking on the responsibilities
of organizing committees to work with elected members of the Board and the various
trustee positions, giving all interested chapter members an opportunity to learn first
hand what it takes to hold positions working for the good of the chapter.

Some of those goals include, continuing to support efforts by ABATE and other MRO’s
by pushing for “Stiffer Penalties” for right of way violators, to include monetary
compensation to injured riders and their families for lost wages and medical costs, and in
the event of death, monetary compensation to their families for lost wages and medical
costs and funeral costs. Mandatory incarceration, monetary compensation to the family
over a specified period of time for their loss of wages. I will continue working to gain
the support in this effort by law enforcement officers who ride in service or as
individuals off duty and as members of various riding organizations. 

Continuing to fight for mandatory drivers education classes in the Florida school system.
It was tabled because of lack of state funding. I had asked that our lobbyist look into
finding out how much money is actually being allocated to education from the Billions of
dollars generated by the Florida Lottery as it was advertised at it’s inception. We pay
school taxes and with Billions being generated by the lottery why are schools being
closed and budgets being cut. This program was closed originally because funds were
being diverted elsewhere. I believe it’s too important to ignore.  

Establishing ABATE sponsored rider training courses with qualified instructors, certified
to conduct courses helping riders get their endorsements at an affordable cost. With
37 chapters Florida it would undoubtedly set a precedent for rider safety and an
example to those charging hundreds of dollars by privately owned enterprises. 

Promoting motorcycle safety and awareness through radio and television Public Address
Messages sponsored by ABATE of Florida, Inc. Promoting safety and awareness through
Billboards on the east and west sides of Lake Okeechobee, bus and bus stop signage in
urban areas of Palm Beach County.    

We have made progress in establishing a line of communication with the sport bike riders
and we have an even better opportunity now than ever before with the help of ABATE of
Florida working with the Sport Bike Rider Associations and in acquiring printed safety
information as well as free membership applications that will be distributed with
applications for our chapter. I believe we need to continue working towards
strengthening relations. It’s possible that recent legislation passed directly or
indirectly targeting sport bike riders could have a silver lining, it might get them to
understand what belonging to ABATE can do for them.
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President’s Message - Cont’d
In closing I would like to remind everyone of our 3rd annual event coming up June 27th

being held at Tiki Tavern formerly Nat’s Den in Boynton Beach from 5:00 PM ‘til? See our
flier in this edition. 

ABATE chapter members we need your help in planning and coordinating the event, here’s
your chance to work together with your Brothers and Sisters and make this the best
event of the year. 

God Bless.

Ride Free, Ride Safe

Strongbow
561-302-0879
president@abatepalmbeach.com 
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization

dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride. 

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.

We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.  

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact: 
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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APRIL
Ted  Kimlin
Lori "Sidesaddle" Kimlin
Mark "Bear" Hogan
Marvin Alvarez
Alberto Alvarez
Charles   Henderson
Daniel "Ice Cream Man" Moran

MAY
Thomas "Ramblin Man" 
Botticelli
Don  Burke
Charles "Grumpy" Schroeder
Richard "Pops" Caston
Karen Brady
Tyra "Trouble" Moran
James  Klinger
Tom  Quinn
Martha "Roadkill" Ledford
Allen "Fireball" Shearer
Cynthia "Hotfoot" Shearer
Scott "Phoenix" Lipp
Bryron "Shoes" Walker

JUNE
Chuck "Mailman" Ennis
Kelly "Boots"  Cassel Heller
Charles "Freeze" Housman
Denis "Pepe" Lessard
Bob Sykes
Robbie "Smoke" Merritt
Sandy   Merritt
Kevin Delburn
William "Boats" May
Robert "Unkle Bob" Tosetti
Warren  Price 
Natholee "Tigger" Swingle
Ken "Deep Sea" Soule
Tammy "Duma" Peeples
Bree Ann Boroff
James "Slim" Pickens
Charles "Chuck" Widle
Bernie "Bondo Bernie" Korkowski

JULY

Darrell "Wildthing" Magee
Kathy Olsey
James "One Nut" Race
Theodore Louis Casey
Anthony "Trotter" Ranalli, Jr.
Faith "Coyote" Cote
Tim "T.A." Ralph
Douglas Smith
Fernando Orsini
John Ligouri
Victor "Chance" Rizzi
Linda "Risky" Couture
Nicole Bouthillette
Anthony Straw 
Feliciano Wilfred
Lonnie "LL/Speed" Loff

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your membership or be
deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure to notify us of any change  of address to

continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE



11 ISSUE 2009-05           HOT LINE 561-733-5187 (24/7) MAY, 2009

Vice President’s Message

With out a doubt the most notable accomplishment ABATE of
Florida is recognized for is the ability we have in the State of
Florida to make the decision whether or not we will wear a
helmet when we ride.  Always remember though, ABATE is Not
against the use of helmets but we stand fast in the belief
that the decision is ours to make.  Something we should
always remember is that victories, though sweet for the

moment, are rarely permanent or the end of the battle.  We are fighting hard now
in Florida to have legislation passed to create a safer riding environment by
backing new laws that would generate enhanced penalties for motorists who
injure a rider when violating his right-of-way, a ban of the use of cell phones
when operating a vehicle and we are backing legislation that would prevent first
responders from charging additional fees for services already included in our
taxes.  The probability is that not all of this proposed legislation will get
through but for the sake of this “conversation” let’s assume that they all do and
we accomplish all that we are seeking.  What do we do then?  Get on our
scoots—with or without wearing a helmet—and go for a ride while we forget
about Tallahassee? I think not!

In my opinion the bad news is; we will never win the war!  That is of course if you
define winning as the total elimination of an enemy or rendering a foe incapable of
opposing you.  I believe that they will never stop coming at us with their biased
belief that they know better than we do what is the best for us.  Because we
choose to live our lives on two wheels outside the cages where they thrive by
riding within the “protection” of tons of metal (or plastic, fiberglass or
compounds), and because there are more of them than us, they believe they have
the right to dictate what they choose to call right and proper to us.  How far do
you think they would get attempting to mandate that anyone who either operates
or is a passenger in a cage should be required to wear protective head gear? 
When you finish laughing try to remember back at how long it took to mandate
seatbelt use, not that I agree with that but that’s a subject for another day.

We do have some pretty powerful weapons on our side though.  Without a doubt,
the single most important and powerful weapon we have is you!  When you chose
to become a member of ABATE of Florida you became part of a formidable
organization that is dedicated to your rights and safety, making you your own very
best friend.  Now what good friends should and tend to do for each other is to
band together in support for what benefits their common best.  What’s most
important on the path to accomplishing that is communication.  A shared respect in
each individual’s right to be heard and the knowledge that we can only survive by 
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Vice President’s Message
recognizing the worth each person has to our cause is paramount.  The power of
a single voice is amplified when banded with partners hailing a parallel standard.  

The website for ABATE of Florida, http://www.abateflorida.com/, has a link to the
Legislative Information page.  On that page there is a wealth of information
concerning what ABATE of Florida is addressing in Tallahassee.  From that page
there is a link labeled Communication Guide.   Here you can find information
regarding methods of contacting your representatives as well as suggested text
and ideas assisting you in understanding your individual importance to the cause of
ABATE, a logical progression of prioritizing who you contact, communication tips
and even suggested text.  The whole site shows the commitments ABATE of Florida
has in assisting us in safeguarding our rights.  But still, it all starts with you and
will not succeed without you.

Samuel Adams once said, "..It does not require a majority to prevail, but rather an
irate, tireless minority keen to set brush fires in people's minds.."  Our leaders
need to hear from us, we owe it to ourselves as well as to them.  For if we remain
silent we forfeit the legitimacy to our claim of demanding representation because
without our voices beside our leaders we are nothing less than the mindless
sheep following the shepherd while his dogs bites at our heels.  Not I my
Brothers and Sisters.  

I choose to be heard. I choose to stand beside true Brothers and Sisters who
demand equality, respect and the pursuit of happiness on safe roads.  I choose to
voice my opinions over the callous disregard for the laws of our State and the
respect righteously due our members but on many instances denied them.  I
choose to stand with a dedicated team of Brothers and Sisters nominated to lead
our chapter with the respect for the direction our members choose.  Most of
all, if elected to direct our Chapter I will always choose to respect our
members and the importance that your voice must be heard.

Just remember… All you have to do to be heard is show up!
All you have to do to have what you say count is VOTE!

Please feel free to write me with your comments on this article or any other
issue you would like to discuss!

John “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president
VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 
Olsey6@aol.com 
(561) 702-1941
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STUNNING SENIOR MOMENT

A very self-important college freshman attending  a recent football game took it
upon himself to explain to a senior citizen sitting next to him why it was  impossible
for the older generation to understand his generation.

'You grew up in a different world, actually an almost primitive one,'  the student
said, loud enough for many of those nearby to hear.  'The young people of today
are much more advanced than people your age. We grew up with television, jet
planes, space travel, Man walking on the moon and the Internet.

We have cell phones, nuclear energy, electric and hydrogen cars,  computers,
automated manufacturing, amazing technologies, ...and,' pausing to take another
drink of beer.

The senior took advantage of the break in the student's litany and said,  'You're
right, son. We didn't have those things when we were  young.....so we invented
them. Now, you arrogant little sh_t, what are YOU doing for the next generation?'

The applause was resounding...

 I love senior citizens.

Submitted by:  Shadow ABATE SE
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May Legislative/Delegate
Report

BY: Slow Motion 

This is the latest report from the Capitol.
 

SB 986/HB 1161-SB986 died in committee.  This was our stiffer penalties bills. 
After the fiasco in the senate hearings they decided not to pursue this bill.
 
SB 1100 has passed and is going to the Governor it has the language that
removes the horizontal bike tag
 
HB 582  has passed and is on the way to the governor and it has the language in
it that says a tag doesn't need to read left to right clearing the way for vertical
tags
 
SB 2282 has passed and is on the way to the governor.  This is the first
responder bill we supported and we have received thanks from the firm who
sponsored it.
 
This morning at * am the House of Representatives budget committee decided to go
along with the Senate proposal of  giving ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.  $500,000 IN
OUR NAME TO PROMOTE MOTORCYCLE SAFETY starting July 1, 2009 until June 30,
2010.  Congratulations to Abate of Florida, Inc. you have done it again.  That
makes 1.5 million in the past five years.  We just need the Governor not to veto
this money.
 
Doc  
 
*** So we didn't get everything that we wanted but we did very good. Thanks to
Doc we did get the $500,000 for our Safety Programs. We have a lot to be
proud of and opportunities for improvement. I will be sharing more about that in
the very near future.
 
Darrin "Scribe" Brooks,
State Legislative Trustee, 
ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
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Slo Mo 

I handed out my full 2 page notes from the state meeting to save time. It is posted
below for your viewing. I did edit this for newsletter to include the breaking news
above.  My original version is on our chapter Legislative page.

The high points from the state are: Daytona Bikeweek campground went well. Some
damage to trailer so need roofing donations. Next year could use more
volunteers and help in break down as most are exhausted by them. The bike raffle
ticket sales were down and that is a major fund raiser for State. It was discussed
whether to pay the taxes and all next year. Delegates agreed we should and will
need to make more effort to sell tickets. Suggestion was made that each ABATE
member pledges to buy at least one ticket. Tickets should be available by June
State meeting so our event would be a good kick off for our sales. This year’s
winner was an ABATE member who had to sell his bike to support his family so
good karma there. 

One thing was mentioned that the Supreme Court ruled that a parent can not sign
for a child’s rights meaning children can no longer ride on motorcycles. This
refers to as a passenger or off road in events as motocross. This is something to
look more into. 

The two ABATE bylaws on increased Life Membership fee and Business Supporting
Membership failed to pass. The State wants our input on ways to make money and
on ways to spend the Safety funds from the government. Let me know so I can get
them in. Also mark your calendars for May 8-9 2010 (Mother’s Day weekend) for
NCOM national convention in Orlando Florida hosted by ABATE of Florida. WE
should plan on being there. June State meeting is in Lake County and rooms are
only $49 at Clermont Days Inn on 27. See flyer in Events web page. 

This year’s House and Senate sessions will be ending soon. I hope that we can
contact all of our representatives after they come home to get better
interaction with them for next year. As a Chapter we have a large group to work
with to prepare to listen to us for future issues. 
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FROM THE CATCH ALL DESK

To: PALM BEACH CHAPTER MEMBERS
Date: APRIL 2009

A few reminders....

our next state meeting is June 12-14 in Tavares, at university of Fla. Contact Strongbow
or Kathy Olsey if you plan to attend. see board members page for contact information. 

We have new advertisers this month - Tsunami’s Tiki Bar & Grill - They are located just N.
of southern blvd. On military trail. Alternative transport - thinking of going to Sturgis?
give ‘em a call and check out their rates, tell ‘em you saw him in our newsletter.  RPJ
Financial Services  - Have a business or special event and need an ATM machine, contact
Pete, he is a LIFE member of our chapter.  Mikes automotive  Mike is a new life member to
abate. Let’s remember to support our advertisers and make sure you tell them you saw
them in our newsletter.  

For those that missed the last meeting, check out the nominations page, see who is
interested in holding a position for the coming year.  Please mark the date on your
calendar (June 20th) to come and vote and decide who YOU want to lead YOUR chapter in
the coming year. From now until the elections, the nominees will have an opportunity to
speak. If you missed the meeting, and want to step up for a position, no worries,
nominations are open until the close of our May 16th meeting.  

A few reminders about voting, your membership must be current and you must be an active
member as of May 31th with abate of florida, inc, state office in
order to vote.  

our newest life member is Fred “big bad Fred” Joseph. He also is
an advertiser in our newsletter, check out his ad, ultimate
fabrication. 

I would like to congratulate sue and Brent of
Turn 3, also an advertiser and members of
our chapter. turn 3 recently celebrated its 9th anniversary.  Thank
you for all your your support to our chapter. 

Some special thoughts and prayers are needed for a couple of
our members, see special page and please keep them in your
prayers.   Abate of palm beach wishes them a speedy recovery.  
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VOTING IS JUNE 20TH
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LIFE MEMBER - ABATE PALM BEACH MEMBER - “BIG BAD FRED” 
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Continued

NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
Abbreviated version

NEW MOTORCYCLE AND SCOOTER SALES SET RECORDS Despite the
economy, U.S. sales of new motorcycles in 2008 still topped

the one-million mark, and did so for the sixth straight year. That beats the longest run of
million-plus sales ever recorded by the Motorcycle Industry Council, during the five
years from 1970 to 1974. Also, scooter sales last year reached their highest annual
level ever.

The MIC’s preliminary estimate for all motorcycles and scooters sold nationwide in 2008
is 1,087,000, down just 3.3 percent compared to 2007. The MIC is currently estimating
2008 scooter sales at 222,000, a new record. Back in 1992, total motorcycle and
scooter sales combined were just 278,000.

“All in all, our industry has not declined as precipitously as many others,” said MIC
President Tim Buche. “Many Americans certainly want motorcycles, both for recreation
and transportation. When they aren’t buying now, it’s down to personal economics, not
desire.”

While total sales have declined slightly during the past two years, they are following in
the tracks of some very big years. There were 1,124,000 new bikes sold in 2007. In
2006, that number was 1,190,000, the biggest year for motorcycle sales in more than
three decades. The record for most new bikes sold in a year is 1.5 million, back in 1973.

CONGRESS CONSIDERS MOTORCYCLE SAFETY MONTH  A Congressional committee has passed
a bill encouraging all road users to be more aware of motorcyclists and their safety,
and encourages motorcyclists to take rider training and practice safe riding skills. House
Resolution 269, a bill entitled "Supporting the goals of a motorcycle safety month",
received unanimous approval from members of the U.S. House of Representatives
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.

The resolution is co-sponsored by Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-AZ), an avid rider who is co-
chair of the Congressional Motorcycle Safety Caucus, and caucus co-chair Rep. Michael
Burgess M.D. (R-TX).

The measure now goes to the House floor for a full vote.

CALIFORNIA SMOG CHECK BILL PASSES COMMITTEE Most motorcycles would have to pass
the same smog inspections as cars and trucks under legislation approved by a California
legislative committee. SB 435, introduced by Senator Fran Pavley, passed the Senate
Transportation Committee on April 14 and has been referred next to the Senate
Appropriations Committee.
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The measure seeks to include motorcycles in the state’s Smog Check Program beginning in
2012 and would cover about 72%of all motorcycles in the state -- year 2000 and
newer models with large, class-three engines.

No state currently requires motorcycles to undergo regular emissions testing, since
motorcyclists in Arizona and Kentucky successfully lobbied to end such test
procedures.

MILITARY REQUESTS MANDATORY TRAINING FOR CIVILIANS Combat injury or death are always
possibilities in a war, but last year more U.S. Marines were killed here at home while off-
duty riding motorcycles than from enemy fire in Iraq, prompting all military branches to
require completion of rider training courses and mandatory personal safety equipment on
and off base.

Now, in a move encouraged by military leaders at different Armed Forces bases, a bill is
making its way through the North Carolina legislature that would extend the mandatory
training requirement to civilians, making it tougher and more expensive to get a
motorcycle license.

The legislation, Senate Bill 64, passed the State Senate on March 11. It would take
effect July 1, 2010 and require would-be motorcyclists to pass a safety class before
they can get a motorcycle endorsement on their licenses. The bill, which is currently
pending in the state House, would also prevent riders from taking advantage of the
“perpetual” learners permit by making it valid for just 6 months with a rider having one
year to get a full motorcycle endorsement or quit riding.

It's estimated there are 48,000 motorcycle riders in the Department of the Navy, many of
them choosing sport bikes which are designed for speed. Nationwide, the military lost 41
people to motorcycle crashes in fiscal 2001. That tripled to 124 in 2008.

WASHINGTON STATE BIKERS PROTEST WSP SURVEILLANCE A motorcycle rights group is
demanding answers from the Washington State Patrol. During an annual rally at the
Capitol this year in Olympia, a state trooper was seen on video as he recorded the license
plates of those visiting their elected officials. The sergeant was seen wandering through
the parking lot and using a voice recorder to take down the license plate numbers from
motorcycles as their owners were inside the statehouse advocating for issues important
to them.

Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) Attorney Martin D. Fox, a Seattle lawyer
representing several local motorcycle groups, is spearheading an inquiry into the
incident and wrote an angry letter to Governor Chris Gregoire protesting the WSP's
January 22nd surveillance activity, noting; "I may be old school, but I always thought
that the Capitol was supposed to be a sanctuary for free speech and assembly, and not an
opportunity for clandestine intelligence gathering on citizens trying to be involved in the
political process."

Fox, an attorney for ABATE of Washington and legal counsel for the Washington
Confederation of Clubs, distributed his letter to numerous Washington media outlets, 
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along with a DVD with images of a trooper "crawling around the bushes of the Capitol to
record license plate numbers of motorcycles into his tape machine," the letter reads.

"My concern is anyone going to the Legislature to have their views heard are being put on
a list and it's not what we do in America," said Fox.

ABATE and the COC are awaiting a written reply. "They want to know why it was being done
and where this information was going," said Fox.

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENTS BAN BIKIE “GANGS”  Two of Australia’s biggest motorcycle
“gangs” could soon be banned and their members arrested for associating with one
another under new anti-bikie laws passed in response to escalating violence between rival
clubs.

The New South Wales government has drawn up emergency legislation that it claims will
dismantle the biker gangs and bring the violence to an end. Under the proposals, the
police would be able to apply to the courts to have a motorcycle group declared a
"criminal organization" and outlawed on the basis of intelligence about its alleged
activities.

"The new legislation was about declaring a particular organization a criminal group, and I
would say that this is a path that we will now be able to go down," NSW Assistant Police
Commissioner Catherine Burn told reporters.

The Rebels and the Comanchero, clubs that were involved in a widely reported fatal
brawl at Sydney airport, are likely to be the first gangs so proscribed. Police could
then arrest any member wearing gang colors or associating with other known gang
members.

In the meantime, gang legislation enacted in South Australia last June to dismantle the
clubs has had the reverse effect - serving to unite rival clubs. Gypsy Jokers, Hells
Angels, Rebels, Finks and Descendents bike club members have, for the first time, joined
together in protest against the Serious and Organised Crime Control Act, described by
the government as being the toughest anti-gang law of its kind in the world.

The alliance, known as the FREE Australia Party, is only a few application process steps
away from forming a legitimate political party. The party's leader, Paul Kuhn - a committee
member of the Motorcycle Riders Association of SA and a Justice of the Peace - said the
group was formed because of deep concern anyone associated with a member of a club
would be found guilty under the law. "The Government is now controlling and dictating
relationships," he said.

WEIRD NEWS: MUSICAL HELMETS A European recycle program could turn music and movie
disks into motorcycle helmets. A recycling plan proposed by the Swiss supermarket chain
Migros aims to reduce the number of old CDs and DVDs landing in the regular trash by
collecting and using them for an unrelated end product.
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he recycling program aims to reduce the number of old CDs and DVDs destined for the
dumpster. Collection points will be available across Switzerland, and they plan to shred
the disks, using the resulting granular remains to make new products such as motorcycle
helmets.

According to a store spokesperson, the discs contain the valuable petroleum product
polycarbonate, and far too many of them end up in the normal trash. If the program is
successful, an old Madonna CD or Brad Pitt movie could be made into head gear.

MILLION MILE MAN  Congratulations to Dave Zien, former Wisconsin State Senator and
longtime champion of bikers’ rights, for his unprecedented ride into history on April 4
as the odometer on his 1991 FXRT Harley-Davidson turned 00000 for the tenth time!
Zien became the first person to ride the same Harley-Davidson motorcycle 1 million miles,
which may be the most mileage on any motorcycle ever!

The feat earned him a world record from the Iron Butt Association, the international
organization that oversees and governs safe, long-distance motorcycle riding challenges,
which was present at Hal’s Harley-Davidson in New Berlin, WI to witness the achievement.

During his time in the saddle, Zien has collected numerous riding records, including
logging 1,616 miles in 24 hours and riding 3,032 miles in 48 hours, and through 48
states in eight days. He also has gone through three engines, a couple of transmissions
and too many tires to count.

The Harley-Davidson Motor Co. recognized Dave’s accomplishment by presenting him with a
2009 FLHXR in exchange for his Million Mile Bike, which is reportedly headed to the
Sturgis Motorcycle Museum & Hall of Fame. The long-serving legislator is already
inducted into the Motorcycle Hall of Fame for not only his riding achievements but for
his motorcycle rights advocacy during his 18-year tenure in the state legislature.

During his years as a lawmaker, Zien was known for becoming the state’s first motorcycle-
riding legislator. Bikers’ rights got Zien involved in politics, as he founded the Wisconsin
Better Bikers Association after returning from Vietnam and helped repeal the state’s
mandatory helmet law. He has also served for many years on the Legislative Task Force
for the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM-LTF), and has lobbied against adult
helmet laws in numerous states and on the federal level.

In addition to his staunch support of bikers’ rights issues, as a Marine combat veteran he
dedicated much of his public service to advocating for veteran’s affairs.

At last report, Dave was reluctant to leave his trusty stead behind, but as the first
digits roll across his new odometer, a journey of a million miles begins anew.

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "Government can do something for the people only in proportion as it
can do something to the people." Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826), drafted the
Declaration of Independence, 3rd US President

And that's all the News that fits!
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OF ABATE
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country. 
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and viable political
force in legislative
matters concerning all
motorcyclists rights.   
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represent ABATE of
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legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing
on individual rights. 
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about motorcycle
awareness.
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