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President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

I spoke of challenges and changes in the New Year over the past few months and
how we would need to act immediately in order to support amendments to Bills
like HB 137 which had been passed and had gone into effect 1 October 2008
when the legislative sessions closed. I’ am asking that all chapter members make
an effort to contact district representatives as soon as possible. Information on
these Bills are available on the ABATE of Florida State website. If you don’t have
Internet access please contact me directly and I will get the information to you.

There have been a couple other issues rising from the smoke and mirrors tactic
used by state legislators that are directly going to affect us as motorcyclists.
One being 40a, the additional $2.50 charge for motorcycle registration that was
supposed to be used for state motorcycle safety programs, that are to be, if
they already haven’t been diverted to fund something other than their intended
designation. The fact that we as motorcyclists are the one’s targeted to pay for
something that all motorists need still burns my butt. I find it rather peculiar
that anything to do with education and safety funds always finds its way into
someone else’s pocket. As I understand it, that was the reason the state did away
with mandatory drivers education programs in the Florida school system. The
money was being diverted and no one had an answer as to where it went. 

Not to change the subject, but I saw where the Florida Lottery generates over
$10 Billion dollars annually for education. Then why are schools being closed
and cuts have been made in the Florida School Systems and education budget? I’m
not implying anything here, but didn’t Charlie Christ just return from a
$450,000 vacation to Europe? I’m not saying The Gov doesn’t earn his money but
if he’s got $450,000 to blow on a vacation while the rest of us are facing some
of the most difficult financial times since the Great Depression, maybe we need to
find out how much the Gov’s really making a year. I didn’t think they made that kind
of money he must have gotten one hellova Christmas bonus. But, where did it
come from?

Here’s another comforting thought, Obama read in a newspaper an article, that
Wall St. bankers just gave themselves $27,000,000 in bonuses and called it
“irresponsible”, considering they’re the ones that put us in this situation and
asking for a $700 Billion dollar bailout and sinking the rest of us into the some
of the hardest times since 1929. Ah, read it in a newspaper article, are you
kidding me? Where are those, Wall St. watchdogs and Congress while this is going 



5 ISSUE 2009-02           HOT LINE 561-733-5187 (24/7) FEBRUARY, 2009

President’s Message - Cont’d
on? He said he was “disturbed about it”, not a word was spoken as to what would
be done about it. Suddenly, it occurred to me, if the President of the United
States is getting his information from the media, God help us, we got a bigger
problem then we think we thought we had.

The ban on cell phone use while operating a motor vehicle. Currently there are
at least three proposed Bills aimed at addressing this issue. Legislators claim
they’re not sure which one they support. SB 172 a hands free use only, SB 112
restricts use of electronic devices in a school zone and SB 212 can be
considered as somewhat discriminatory aimed at the persons in a certain age
group. With these three proposals open for discussion we can expect to see
little progress until as Doc has proposed a single Bill be introduced to get
things moving forward.

I personally favor and would fight to have legislation for a total ban to keep it
simple and have proponents and opponents line up and see who comes up with a
better idea on how to enforce the law. A total ban makes it easy to identify
violators. If you’re on a cell phone you’re breaking the law. Hands free, does
nothing to solve the problem. How many police officers can be pulled off
regular duty to hang out in school zones twice a day and wait to catch someone
on a cell phone while someone else is driving around in traffic causing the real
problem and SB 212 will become completely useless when cry’s of discrimination
fill the courts across the state. 

After all, it isn’t any one particular age group that can be identified as the real
problem when they probably learned from watching their parents. Some of these
people have had cell phones since they were old enough to learn which end to
hold to their ear. This is a distraction to drivers of all ages, although it does
seem to be a more common practice among those between 16 to 45 years of age.
The texting craze is definitely a phenomenon created by the younger generation in
that group and is probably even more dangerous. They are also much easier to
identify, if SB 212 were to be considered. If confiscation of those devices would
be included as part of the penalty it should also contribute to a higher
conviction rate for violators especially in the event of an accident. 

We all recognize these as problems and I write about them in hopes that it will
help others to form their own opinions and use them to draft letters an emails to
be put into their own words as a way of communication with their representatives
and our legislators, both friend and foe. As a way of showing support and
appreciation to those who fight for our cause and as a way of getting our
message out to those who need to see it from a different perspective.
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President’s Message - Cont’d
This must be a unified effort; this needs to be one voice. There can be no divide
among us as motorcyclists. It calls for all segments of the very diverse
community we are as motorcyclists to work toward a common goal for the good
of all. I think it has become more evident recently that we as motorcyclists are
drifting apart into very segregated groups, probably the most obvious being the
divide between Sport Bike Riders and those riding the cruisers and choppers that
have been the essence and the persona perceived by non motorcyclists as bikers
of another generation. Hell, that’s been an All American hangover that’s lasted
for damned near sixty-two years. Most of us still riding have grown up with that
which has served as a common bond between us. 

Times have changed, we have evolved even among ourselves as the ole’ salts who
will probably ride ‘til they roll us in a hearse and even we have become a bit
more selective about who we ride with. I never thought I’d see the day when riders
didn’t give a wave or a nod to a fellow rider, but it’s happening. It occurred to me
when the expensive custom chopper craze began then reached it’s peak and slowly
began fading into the archives of our history like the last of the American
cowboys, “everything comes back around, maybe not exactly as it was, but it comes
back and then it goes away forever”. 

I sincerely hope that we as motorcyclists can come together and I believe that we
can come together to find a common ground to work and fight side by side with
our younger brethren during this time when government is threatening to take
more of our freedoms and impose more restrictions on us as citizens and fellow
motorcyclists.

“We must hang together or we will surely hang separately” Thomas Jefferson

If you ride a motorcycle, if you believe in protecting our rights I invite you to
come to our meetings, we welcome all motorcyclists to join us in our efforts.
See the back cover for the time and date of our monthly meetings.

Ride Free, Ride Safe

Strongbow President
ABATE P.B.C.
president@abatepalmbeach.com 
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization

dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride. 

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.

We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.  

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact: 
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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FEBRUARY
Ernest "Godfather" Bocchino
George Bello
Joey "Uncle Joey" Wiseley
Frank "Boston" Allen
William "Texas Bill" Marek
Jennifer Jaye
Dewayne Cooper
Jim "Free Spirit" Shine
Joe Michael Brooks
Don "Doobie" Flinn
Manuel "Manny" Leon
Karol "Song-Bird" Marciante
Pamela "Greyselkie" Jordan

MARCH

Ramona "Mona" Reynolds
Thomas "Top Cat" Cullen
Ed "Nighthawk" Lattari
Everett Curtis
John  McIntosh
Kenneth "Porkchop" Reese
Robert "Goose" Frum
Fred "Big Bad Fred" Joseph
Dennene Baumann
Kevin "Goose" Glagola
Kimberly Glagola
John "Thirsty" Wright, JR
Heidi "Scooterbelle" Wright
Jami "Smoothie" Sidell
Joseph  Glagola
Dara  Glagola

JANUARY
Glenn "Capt Glenn" Rosenberger
Donna "Mom" Rosenberger
John "Panhead John" Gulino
Joseph Patrick
Louis "Scratch" Bencini
Lance E.  Bradford
Philip "Lil Phil" Imbrieco
Kevin Burke

APRIL
Richard   LeFort
Scott Worobey
Ted  Kimlin
Lori "Sidesaddle" Kimlin
Mark "Bear" Hogan
Fred Tseng
Edward   Kraus
Marvin Alvarez
Alberto Alvarez
Bill  Hayes
Charles   Henderson
Florie Wilcox
Don "DB" Bachmann
Daniel "Ice Cream Man" Moran
Paul  Collins

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your
membership or be deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure
to notify us of any change  of address to continue receiving your newsletter and

Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message
We had a couple of truly great discussions at our last Chapter
Meeting.  One of the discussions was regarding our responsibility
to share a percentage of our membership dues, advertising fees,
donations and special event proceeds with ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
During this debate it became evident to me that some of our

members either lost sight of everything the State organization actually does for us
or just may not be aware.  ABATE of Florida doesn’t just fight for our members’
rights we fight for the rights of every single person who throws a leg over anything
on the road with two or three wheels.  Let me review the Mission Statement of ABATE
of Florida as noted on their website:

WHO WE ARE
We are a non-profit organization of motorcycle enthusiasts from all walks of life. We
lobby and educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in
a safe and positive image. We endeavor to enlist the cooperation and participation of
all organizations and individuals that share a similar interest in preserving our
American tradition of  FREEDOM. We promote motorcycle safety, training, & political
awareness. We ARE NOT A CLUB OR A GANG. We fund our work through toy runs,
poker runs, campouts, and other motorcycle activities. We are your neighbors &
friends who work, pay taxes, and get involved with our community. We serve and
support our country and believe in freedom. We use all legal means to protect our
rights without infringing on the rights of others.

OUR GOALS
· To become a powerful and viable political force in legislative matters

concerning the motorcyclist. 
· To promote the safe riding habits without infringing on individual freedoms. 
· To motivate the bikers to write letters to their legislators before, during, and

after the legislative session. 
· To furnish our members with a newsletter to keep all bikers informed in

regards to upcoming legislation. 

ABATE of Florida employs a full time paid Lobbyist to represent our rights and
promote our agenda to all levels of government.  Our Lobbyist is James “Doc”
Richenbach II, just ask any Florida Legislator and they’ll know that too.  In my opinion
there is no better or more capable person out there fighting for motorcycle rights. 

ABATE of Florida is committed to Motorcycle Safety: 

OUR COMMITMENT TO SAFETY

ABATE of Florida, Inc. and it’s members have made a commitment to the motorcyclist of
Florida to try and help make riding the roads of Florida less dangerous. For many 
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Vice-President’s Message - Cont’d
years they have worked to make an impact by informing the non-riding public about
motorcycle awareness and safe ways to share the road with motorcycles.

Members throughout the state are trained to become instructors in our MSAP
program. They then visit schools, expos and other organizations spreading
motorcycle awareness. 

Abate of Florida, Inc. has held four workshops on Motorcycle Safety and has a fifth
planned for May of 2008.  At these seminars experts from all over the country
speak on Motorcycle Safety. Presentations were given on Two Trauma 1st Responder,
Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Program, being properly insured, from the Eyes of
the Law, and much more.

In 2006, ABATE of Florida, Inc., in cooperation with the Florida Department of
Highways increased their efforts in motorcycle awareness with items such as
billboards, public service announcements, posters, an additional Motorcycle
Awareness video and various other items.

We work each year with the Governor to proclaim May as Motorcycle Safety and
Awareness month.

With the increase of vehicles on our highways, motorcycle safety has become an even
larger concern. Too many motorcyclists are being injured or killed due to the
negligence of others. 

Not only must we educate the non-riding public, we must educate the riding public
about the laws of Florida and other states as well as federal laws so they can be
safe when they ride.  Safety begins the moment you get on a motorcycle or get behind
the wheel of any four wheeled motor vehicle.

ABATE of Florida; Inc. is working diligently to get the message, “WATCH FOR
MOTORCYCLES”.

I could take up this whole newsletter and still not cover everything that ABATE of
Florida does for motorcyclists.  I’d suggest coming to a State meeting and checking
out the ABATE of Florida web site at: http://www.abateflorida.com to learn more. 

There was a song back in the 1960’s that has a verse, “Freedom isn’t Free.  You have
to pay a price.  You have to sacrifice for your liberty.”  They are still extremely
true and important words in my opinion. Although Freedom truly isn’t free, it’s damn
right reasonable.  Annual membership for ABATE is only $20.00 and Life Membership
is only $150.00 and on top of having a strong organization of like-minded brothers
and sisters fighting for our collective rights, you also get $4,000 of Accidental
Death Insurance.
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Vice-President’s Message - Cont’d
So am I upset that we have a responsibility to share with our State organization?  I
answer a resounding NO!  I am PROUD to be a part of ABATE of Florida, Inc. and
HONORED to be able to support ABATE of Florida, Inc. in any and all ways that I can.

Just remember… All you have to do to be heard is show up!
All you have to do to have what you say to count is VOTE!

Please feel free to write me with your comments on this article or any other issue
you would like to discuss!

John “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 
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Interested in Going?? 
Call: Kathy Olsey 561-302-7150

to reserve your room
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January Legislative Report
BY: Slow Motion 

HB137 seems to be the bill that just won’t die.  While we did
get some of the bite out of it, the speed overage to ALL
vehicles and others, I could live with going after those in
use of excessive speed or stunts in traffic.  The vertical
plates was not one we liked.  I had heard from a state lawyer
they had issues with some parts of it too.  So it looks like

the law will be getting some amendments.  Most likely will be the vertical plates
and $1000 fine, however there is still a law on the books for that but with only
a $50 fine.  Our lobbyists is working on that and the possibility of a vertical
vanity plate.  It seemed the law was aimed at problems with officer’s ability to read
the plate.  Maybe they should be going after the smoky coverings I’ve seem on car
plates.

As we have been fighting for cell bans, there are now three bills proposed.
SB172  - Heather's Law/Cellular Telephone Use. Sponsor:

Wilson  Prohibits the use of a cellular telephone while operating a motor vehicle
except when using a headset or hands-free device. Provides exemptions. Provides a
penalty. Provides for enforcement only as a secondary offense. 
      SB 112 - Cell Phone Use/Operating Vehicles in School Zones. Sponsor:
Bullard Prohibits the use of a cellular telephone while operating a motor
vehicle in a school zone. Provides an enhanced penalty. 
      SB 212 - Electronic Wireless Communications/Driving. Sponsor:
Baker Prohibits certain persons from using an electronic wireless communications
device while operating a motor vehicle. Provides for enforcement and penalties.
Provides for a point assessment against the driver's license.

     Three bills will hinder the passing of any.  I suggest we write these three to
work together for a single bill.  I’ll be writing up a letter.

At the state ABATE Legislative page I read about “SB 40a- Changes use of funds
collected from motorcycle/moped registration orginally designated for Safety
Training Program and places funds in DHSMV for Motorcycle Rider Improvement
Programs or other possible expenses. 01/14/09 - Passed House &
Senate 01/15/09 - Bill Filed with the Governor for Signature”  Reading this I
would have strongly fought against it as appears to take money from biker fees
to give to all, not to be used for biker issues.  Personally I am still strongly
opposed to fact that we have to take special training for motorcycle operation,
while  there is none for the more dangerous auto driver.
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Now for a personal story.  I had to get my license and bike registration renewed
(thank the dealership for going ahead with my 2010 care renewal).  Even though
their letter said I could do license online, all I could do was make an appointment. 
So I took half a day off work to do with a 11:15 appointment.  Even being there
at 11o’clock  I didn’t get taken care of until noon while walk-ins finished before
me.  While I was in line. one guy asked the desk what he had to do to get a license
for a scooter or something like that.  I had noticed the web site still said they
gave the tests.  Of course the receptionist was clueless, so I informed him he
would probably have to take the same motorcycle course.  I suggested he
contact the Safety Council.   This whole experience burnt me so I, along with
others, got forms to complain about the service.   I used my time off to stop at
Delray tax collector to register the bike.  First I was taken aback as the cattle
shoots were gone.  Now you get a call slip.  I was lucky that was no waiting and
got done quickly, but a line had formed by then.  It was good that I could
register the bike for two years to save me next year.   I think the Driver Licence
Bureau could learn some better service from them.
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Great quote!

"You cannot legislate the poor into freedom by legislating the wealthy out of
freedom. What one person receives without  working for, another person must
work for without receiving. The government  cannot give to anybody anything that
the government does not first take from somebody else. When half of the people
get the idea that they do not have to work because the other half is going to take
care of them, and when the other half gets the idea that it does no good to work
because somebody else is going to get what they work for, that my dear friend, is
about the end of any nation. 

You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it." 
Dr. Adrian Rogers, 1931 - 2005 

Submitted by:   Big Jeff ALR 268
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Stimulus Payment Information

"This year, taxpayers will receive an Economic Stimulus Payment. This is a very
exciting new program that I will explain using the Q and A format: 
 
Q. What is an Economic Stimulus Payment? 
A. It is money that the federal government will send to taxpayers. 
 
Q. Where will the government get this money? 
A. From taxpayers. 
 
Q. So the government is giving me back my own money? 
A. Only a smidgen. 

Q. What is the purpose of this payment? 
A. The plan is that you will use the money to purchase a high-definition TV set,
thus stimulating the economy. 
 
Q. But isn't that stimulating the economy of China ? 
A. Shut up. 
  
Below is some helpful advice on how to best help the U.S. economy
by spending your stimulus check wisely: 
 
If you spend that money at Walmart, all the money will go to China. 
If you spend it on gasoline it will go to the Arabs. 
If you purchase a computer it will go to India.  
If you purchase fruit and vegetables it will go to Mexico, Honduras,
and Guatemala (unless you buy organic). 
If you buy a car it will go to Japan. 
If you purchase useless junk it will go toTaiwan. 
And none of it will help the American economy. 
 
We need to keep that money here in America. You can keep the money in America by
spending it at yard sales, going to the super bowl or a baseball game, or spend it
on beer and wine (domestic ONLY), funerals, weddings, or tattoos, since those are
the only businesses still in the US.

Submitted by: Big Jeff A.L.R. 268
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Crashes in 2007

Where the accidents are: Palm Beach County's intersections
(edited for space)

Source: Palm Beach County Department of Engineering and Public
Works
South Florida Sun-Sentinel 

December 24, 2008 

Intersection Crash Count Legend 

S Military Trl & Forest Hill Blvd 195 Crash Date: Between 
01/01/2007 and 01/01/2008 

N Military Trl & Okeechobee Blvd 173 Geographic Extent: Entire 
county 

Southern Blvd & N State Road 7/S State Road 7 161
Okeechobee Blvd & N Haverhill Rd 128
S Military Trl & Lake Worth Rd 127
Glades Rd & S State Road 7 121
S Jog Rd & Atlantic Ave 107
Belvedere Rd & N Military Trl 105
N Jog Rd & Okeechobee Blvd 105
PGA Blvd & N Military Trl 104
W Atlantic Ave & N Congress Ave/S Congress Ave 102
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Best Man Dan Clemson, left,
stands with the groom Anthony
Ranalli Jr. and bride Sandy Carter
at a biker wedding Sunday in
Jupiter's Carlin Park. Judge
Richard Bolton presided over the
ceremony.

Couple welcome sound of thunder at
outdoor wedding Sunday in Jupiter 

JUPITER — For most brides, the sound of thunder at their outdoor wedding
would be cause for alarm.

For Sandy Carter, the sound of thunder meant things were turning out just fine.

Carter and Anthony Ranalli Jr., also known as "Trotter" to his friends and fellow
bikers, gathered beachside at Carlin Park in Jupiter Sunday afternoon for a
wedding, with leather the dress of the day and big Harley-Davidson motorcycles
providing the background music.

Bride Sandy Carter is escorted down the "aisle"
at her wedding Sunday at Carlin Park in Jupiter.

Ranalli, a biker by anyone's description,
said he was a "little nervous," as the
ceremony got under way.

But he said his "I do's" just fine and the
bride and groom walked to their reception,
arm in arm.

With the welcome sound of thunder in the
background

By Geoff Oldfather (Contact)
Sunday, January 18, 2009
p.b. post 
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Continued

NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

NATIONAL MOTORCYCLE CRASH STUDY UNDERWAY Southern
California motorcyclists who crash their bikes may play an

unintentional role in improving motorcycle safety nationwide, as the pilot portion of
the federal government's much-anticipated Motorcycle Crash Causation Study kicked
off at various locations throughout Los Angeles in December. Data will be compiled
from LAPD accident reports and information recorded by mechanical sensors and
cameras placed at intersections until at least 27 accidents have occurred and are
documented -- a milestone that will likely be reached by March. According to Doug
Hecox, spokesman for the Federal Highway Administration, the Department of
Transportation entity managing the pilot study, the pilot is "purely to test the
methodology" that will be applied to the broader Motorcycle Crash Causation Study,
which is expected to kick off in about a year in a handful of different states. Final
results of which won't be available until at least 2013. Much has changed since the
last such motorcycle accident study, the 1981 Hurt Report; about 11 million street
bikes have been sold in the U.S. The average rider's age has increased from 27 to 41,
and the overall rider population has grown to roughly 7 million. Traffic mix,
driving/riding laws, and more powerful motorcycles are some other variables. In
2005 Congress authorized over $2 million to fund a new motorcycle crash
causation study under a federal transportation reauthorization bill (a.k.a. SAFETEA-
LU), with the caveat that federal funds be matched from a nongovernmental source.
Much of the matching funding has come from national motorcycle organizations, some
of which hail the report as long overdue and necessary for planning safety
countermeasures, while other groups fear yet another typically lopsided anti-
motorcycle government report. 

FEDS DECLINE TO INCREASE TARIFFS ON EUROPEAN MOTORCYCLES  U.S. trade officials
have decided not to include motorcycles on their lengthy list of European products
that will soon face increased tariffs in retaliation for a European Union ban on
imports of hormone-fed beef from America. In public comments submitted to the
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative opposing the possible 100% import duties,
many motorcycle organizations, industry groups, manufacturers, dealers and others
pointed to the extensive economic impact on businesses and jobs affected by such
retaliatory tariffs, as well as a hardship for motorcycle enthusiasts. Also,
motorcycle usage should be encouraged for fuel efficiency and easing traffic
congestion and parking. U.S. Trade 

Representative Susan Schwab noted her office received approximately 600 comments
regarding which of more than 100 European goods should be subjected to the
tariffs. "An interagency committee of trade experts and economists reviewed the
public comments and provided recommendations to the USTR with respect to 
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modifications that would result in a more effective action, while taking account of
effects on the U.S. economy, including consumers," she said regarding the list of
European Union products slated for tariff increases beginning March 23; but their
beef  with the EU will no longer threaten to double the price of imported Euro
motorcycles and scooters. 

MYRTLE BEACH SAYS NO TO BIKERS Myrtle Beach has launched a website and printed
brochures advising visitors that from the city's perspective, the May motorcycle
rallies are over. The Website bears a message from Mayor John Rhodes stating that
the "Harley-Davidson Dealers Association Spring Rally and the Atlantic Beach
Memorial Day Bikefest will not be held in Myrtle Beach", and lists 15 new laws the
City Council has passed to discourage bikers from coming to town. Designed by the
Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce, the top of the site proclaims; "effective 2009,
Myrtle Beach, SC will no longer host motorcycle rallies." To deter bikers, the city
implemented stricter noise and muffler rules, will be enforcing a municipal helmet
law, require eye protection while riding and a variety of restrictions on vendors,
parties and motorcycle parking. The city passed a property tax increase to fund the
anti-rally campaign. But the Myrtle Beach Bike Week website counters this, saying that
the rallies have not been cancelled. The Myrtle Beach Harley-Davidson website is
still encouraging motorcyclists to come. It states that 90% of the events and most
of the businesses that cater to the 500,000 bikers who come to the region during
three weeks in May are in Horry County, which has not adopted any new ordinances and
welcomes riders to the 69th annual event, scheduled for May 8th - 17th 2009, if
the rally goes on.

MAKING NOISE ABOUT NOISE Numerous communities around the country are attempting
to regulate noise, and specifically loud motorcycle exhausts. Although
enforceability is questionable, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania is planning a controversial
new ordinance to curtail incessant noise. Town officials haven't fully explained why
the ordinance is necessary, other than to acknowledge that neighboring municipalities
have similar regulations, but the borough does not. "We ought to be regulating our
noise pollution," said one Councilman. "How do you pull over 50 motorcycles when
one is being loud?" said police chief Joe Dougherty. "It's violating someone's
constitutional rights." When asked if the department owns noise equipment, Dougherty
quipped: "I'm sure we do, but I don't know where it's at. If I looked for it, I could find
it, but we only have one person trained to use the equipment." The ordinance is
currently being reviewed for legal sufficiency, including enforceability. Meanwhile, a
bill recently introduced in New Hampshire would prohibit motorcycle exhaust
modifications, reduce permissible motorcycle noise levels, increase fines for
motorcycle noise violations, and requires all motorcycles to have functioning
tachometers. House Bill 95 authorizes fines of up to $500 for operating a
motorcycle that has aftermarket mufflers installed, or does not have a working
tach. A similar law was enacted in Denver that requires motorcycle mufflers to have
a factory-issued U.S. Environmental Protection Agency sound-test stamp. But some 
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who have protested the ordinance since it took effect in July 2007 have gone as far
as to take the issue to court, arguing that the ordinance is vague and unenforceable.
One "victim" of the ordinance is Jeffrey Lubbert, who was pulled over on his
motorcycle in August 2007 when an officer testified that he heard exhaust pipes
that were "louder based on my training and experience," according to court
documents. Lubbert fought the citation that he was issued, making it the "test case"
for the ordinance, according to his lawyer, Colorado Aid to Injured Motorcyclists
(A.I.M.) Attorney Wade H. Eldridge. Factory-issued pipes come with the EPA stamp and
meet the 82-decibel standard. But aftermarket mufflers may not come with the stamp,
while still meeting the 82-decibel standard, argues Eldridge. It is nearly impossible
to have the pipes certified and officers do not carry decibel readers. "It's
unreasonable to stop someone and say your pipes are louder than normal when you
don't know what normal is," argues Eldridge, who specializes in defending bikers. "That
just doesn't cut it." 

GANGING UP ON BIKERS In an ongoing effort to reduce crimes committed by criminal
street gangs, many states have passed or are considering anti-gang laws that loosely
define "gangs", violate Constitutional protections and can be used to harass and
intimidate motorcycle clubs and mainstream motorcycle groups. North Carolina
recently joined with California and Ohio in enacting tough gang legislation that
enhances penalties by adding years onto the sentences for those convicted of a crime
who are members of a gang. The N.C. Street Gang Suppression Act is the state's first
attempt to legally define a street gang, and it makes membership against the law. The
law defines gangs as "any ongoing organization, association, or group of three or
more persons" that has a primary activity of committing felony acts, has members
involved in gang activity and has a common name, identifying sign or symbol." It also
gives law enforcement and government the authority to seize property associated with
gang activity. Likewise, the Michigan legislature has enacted a set of "Gang Bills" and
sent Senate Bill 291 to the governor's desk on January 6th. Based upon a similar
definition of a "gang", the bill states that "If a person who is an associate or a member
of a gang commits a felony or attempts to commit a felony and the person's
association or membership in the gang provides the motive, means, or opportunity to
commit the felony, the PERSON is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment for
not more than 20 years." In Utah, a newspaper ad for a Toys For Tots event and flyers
distributed by the Vagos Motorcycle Club spurred one Garland, UT citizen to form a
Neighborhood Watch and spearhead a grassroots effort to toughen state gang laws,
resulting in five bills being introduced to toughen punishment for involvement in gang
activity and to make associating with or being a member of a criminal street gang
illegal in the Beehive State. The latest in a spate of gang legislation, the sponsor of
the bills along with gang investigators spent months researching other states' gang
laws to find ideas that may be effective in Utah, such as anti-gang loitering legislation
and declaring gang-free zones.
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WEIRD NEWS: NIGERIAN RIDERS WEAR FRUIT TO COMPLY WITH NEW HELMET LAW As many
as 98% of Nigeria's motorcyclists shunned the new national helmet law when it went
into effect January 1st, leading to scores of arrests, near-riots and sometimes
violent confrontations with traffic police. Professional motorcycle taxi drivers
called Okada have now resorted to wearing fruit shells, pots or pieces of rubber
tied to their heads with string to avoid arrest and impoundment of their vehicles. In
the state capital of Kaduna, hundreds of motorcyclists staged protests against the
crash helmet directive, storming major roads chanting war songs and causing panic
and traffic jams. In Lagos, at least 2,500 violators of the directive have so far been
arrested as the Federal Road Safety Commission intensified the enforcement campaign
for both riders and passengers. In Osun State, the Nigerian Tribune reported that no
fewer than 73 motorcycles have been impounded by the FRSC because their
operators failed to abide by the use of crash helmet. The regulations have caused
chaos around Africa's most populous nation, with motorcyclists complaining helmets
are scarce, too expensive, dirty and some passengers refuse to wear them fearing
they will catch skin disease or be put under a black magic spell.

2009 NCOM CONVENTION IN RENO The 24th annual NCOM Convention will be held
Mother's Day weekend, May 7-10, 2009 at the Nugget Casino & Resort in Reno,
Nevada. This annual gathering will draw bikers rights activists from across the
country to discuss topics of concern to all motorcyclists, so reserve your room
now for the special NCOM rate of $89.00 by calling (800) 648-1177. Meetings,
seminars and group discussions will focus on safety issues, legal rights, legislative
efforts and litigation techniques to benefit our right to ride and Freedom of the
Road. 

Registration fees for the NCOM Convention are $75 including the Silver Spoke
Awards Banquet on Saturday night, or $40 for the Convention only. To pre-register,
call the National Coalition of Motorcyclists at (800) 525-5355 or visit www.ON-A-
BIKE.com. 

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "You cannot help the poor by destroying the rich. You cannot
strengthen the weak by weakening the strong. You cannot bring about prosperity by
discouraging thrift. You cannot lift the wage earner up by pulling the wage payer
down. You cannot further the brotherhood of man by inciting class hatred. You
cannot build character and courage by taking away people's initiative and
independence. You cannot help people permanently by doing for them, what they
could and should do for themselves." Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865), sixteenth
President of the United States.

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

February 21, 2008 
11:30 am

VFW POST 4143
2404 Broadway (US 1)

Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.
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