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President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

I hope everyone enjoyed the Holidays. Happy New Year to one and all.

Now that the New Year has begun it’s time to plan our course. As I had mentioned last
month the legislative sessions will be opening and there are going to be some
inherent challenges as well as some new ones, which should prove to be some very
interesting times for us as a grassroots political organization.

The new faces in government will undoubtedly be overwhelmed for a while
considering a new president will be taking office and Lord only knows what he’s got in
mind. The words already out as to his stand on the second amendment and this leads me
to believe there is a battle on the horizon regarding other personal rights and
freedoms. From my own personal observations whenever you have a new administration
coming in, there will be those who want to make their mark and a name for themselves
among their constituents. Some will go to the extreme and the overzealous ones are
always going to pose a problem. These are the one’s we need to identify and pay
special attention to right from the start, because while their heads are a bobbin’ yes,
they are also eager to show their political savvy and new ideas to fix everything, they
forget we too are their constituents and the ones who put them there. 

I cannot impress upon you enough, how important it will be to establish communication
and dialog with the powers that be, immediately. Not just on the state and national
level, but also on the local level. Perhaps, the latter as our first objective to kind
of get a feel for what we’re up against. This will indeed prove how effective our
strategies will be as we progress.

For openers, one of the most critical issues that must be addressed will be the Right
Of Way Violators (R.O.W.V.) a couple weeks before Christmas a news article was sent
to me about three motorcycle officers in Broward County that were injured in two
separate incidents only two hours apart. The first involved an SUV and a single
motorcycle officer the second, two officers and another SUV. On the day the
American Legion Riders 268 presented a check to the Director of the VA Hospital, I
learned that one of their members was hit in Wellington the same week. 

I spoke with one of our own members who works in law enforcement and told him
about these incidents. There are several motorcycle clubs and riding organizations
with members that also work in law enforcement or retired law enforcement officers.
I suggested that this might be the time to get together and form a coalition to work
toward getting “stiffer penalty” legislation on the table and have it supported by law
enforcement statewide. It’s obvious this problem is affecting them as well and 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
because of the growing number of these incidents being reported it has become clear
that this problem is affecting all motorists not just motorcyclists. I see this as a
great opportunity to get another segment of the motorcycle community involved in
brining our message to those that just might listen a little closer when they hear it
from people that deal with this every day.

I believe if we can gain the support in working with law enforcement to address the
R.O.W.V. issue, it just might give us a little more of an advantage in reaching the
public in other aspects of teaching safe and responsible driving habits. We have a
“Safety Program” that needs to be activated, I can’t think of a better way to get the
attention of young people and the community than to help them understand that we
are working closely with law enforcement to educate them and hopefully their
parents as to the dangers directly related to cell phone use and text messaging
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind. I’m sure most of them have never heard
the term “Inattentional Blindness” and it’s deadly consequences. It’s likely their
parents have never heard it either and need to be able to explain it in terms that can
save their lives and the lives of others.

To kick off the New Year we will be forming committees to concentrate on addressing
the three most important issues in support of the agenda set forth by the ABATE
State Board for 2009, R.O.W.V. (Right of Way violations) Amending the current
“Stiffer Penalties” law, reinstating Mandatory Driver Education Courses in the
Florida School System statewide and a ban on cell phone use while operating a motor
vehicle of any kind. I am hoping to see more of our members become active to help us
form committees and work to get our message to the community and civic leaders on
the local level in hopes of gaining their support and influence to take these issues
to our state representatives. 

If you believe in motorcyclists rights, safety and awareness, you need to join ABATE
of Florida. Our chapter holds its meetings on the third Saturday of each month (see
the back cover for time and date) you’re welcome to stop by, there is no obligation
to join and there are no mandatory requirements, your level of involvement is
entirely up to you.

“If we don’t hang together, we will surely hang separately” Thomas Jefferson

Ride Free, Ride Safe

Strongbow President
ABATE P.B.C.
president@abatepalmbeach.com 
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization

dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride. 

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.

We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.  

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact: 
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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JANUARY
Glenn "Capt Glenn" Rosenberger
Donna "Mom" Rosenberger
John "Panhead John" Gulino
Jeff "Big Jeff" Foss
Joseph Patrick
Louis "Scratch" Bencini
Lance E.  Bradford
Philip "Lil Phil" Imbrieco
Kerry "Mongo" Loworn
Kevin Burke
Richard Baumann
Bruce  Eldredge

DECEMBER
Kenneth "Pladoe" Nola
Doug "Taffyman" Taffe
Guillermo Carrasco
Larry Sardinas
Kelly Cox
Glenn "Giroux" Cormacchia
Stephen "Two Beers" Martin

MARCH

Ramona "Mona" Reynolds
Thomas "Top Cat" Cullen
Ed "Nighthawk" Lattari
Everett Curtis
John  McIntosh
Kenneth "Porkchop" Reese
Robert "Goose" Frum
Ira Winters
Fred "Big Bad Fred" Joseph
Dennene Baumann
Kevin "Goose" Glagola
Kimberly Glagola
John "Thirsty" Wright, JR
Heidi "Scooterbelle" Wright
Jami "Smoothie" Sidell
Joseph  Glagola
Dara  Glagola

FEBRUARY
Paul "Razor" Herrington
Ernest "Godfather" Bocchino
George Bello
Joey "Uncle Joey" Wiseley
William "Muzzleflash" Kennedy
Joe  Nellegar
Frank "Boston" Allen
Susan Casey
William "Texas Bill" Marek
Jennifer Jaye
Dewayne Cooper
Jim "Free Spirit" Shine
Joe Michael Brooks
Don "Doobie" Flinn
Wayne "Deke" Deker
Manuel "Manny" Leon
Karol "Song-Bird" Marciante
Pamela "Greyselkie" Jordan

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your
membership or be deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure
to notify us of any change  of address to continue receiving your newsletter and

Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message

Have you ever been riding along and noticed how birds flock
around a tractor churning the earth for planting or harvesting?

I’ve even noticed them following the large tractors mowing along the Turnpike of
some of the more rural routes out west.  You see, as the tractors turn up the earth
or mow the grass, they uncover food sources for the birds and they have realized
that they can follow and benefit from someone else’s hard work.  Well. it is time for
some of our flock to stop following the tractor and hop up into the driver’s seat.
What I mean by that is  now that our Chapter has over three years under our belt
and considering that we now have almost 300 members there is no reason for any of
our Board of Directors to be holding more than one board position.  The board
responsibilities are too important for any one person to be doing more than one.  It
also happens to be in contradiction of the By-Laws of ABATE of Florida.  When we
were a young chapter with few members it may have been necessary but not now.

The President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer comprise the Executive
Officers of the Chapter.  Then there are eight (8) Trustees; Sergeant at Arms,
Membership, Newsletter, Public Relations, Products, 2 State Delegates/Legislative
and at the last State meeting the position of Safety Director became an elected
trustee position.  The executive Officers and the Trustees comprise the Chapter
Board of Directors.  That is a total of 12 people we need to step forward and take
the responsibility of guiding our Chapter.

I recognize that in a very unique situation, a single voice can be heard when the
message is important enough but when we stand together our message has a much
better chance of being heard.  Our message is an extremely important one too;
Freedom and Safety.  Honestly, what could be more important?  Just start building
a list of things that are important to you below those words and you will see they
tie our hopes and dreams together.  Then stop and start taking way the things that
we would not be able to enjoy without Freedom and Safety.  Now decide what you can
and will do to help Our Chapter accomplish this.  Then take another moment to see
that the root of the word YOUR is OUR.  OUR Freedom and OUR Safety depend on
YOUR participation. Your Chapter needs you.

I am keeping it short this month because I don’t want to detract from the importance
of  YOU getting involved in the future of Our Chapter.  March is when we step up and
say we want to work together for the progress of Our Chapter by accepting a
nomination for a Board position where you think you can help the most.  June is when
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AND THE WINNERS ARE??

PAPA BEAR
$500.00

DOC - STATES
$250.00

CHANCE - ABATE
$100.00

50/50 - “TIME-OUT” BLACK PISTONS

Interested in Going?? 
Call: Kathy Olsey 561-302-7150

to reserve your room

Vice-President’s Message - Cont’d

Our Chapter votes on the best person for those positions.   I hope you will join me
and the other Board of Directors in fighting for the Freedom and Safety we enjoy.

Just remember… All you have to do to be heard is show up!
All you have to do to have what you say to count is VOTE!

John “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president
VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 
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Ammunition Accountability Act 
The 2008 Legislative session has begun, and the Ammunition Accountability Act is being
introduced across the country. Below is a list of states where legislation has already
been introduced: Alabama, Arizona, California, Connecticut, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana,
Kentucky, Maryland, Mississippi, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Washington.

http://ammunitionaccountability.org/Legislation.htm Remember how Obama said that he
wasn't going to take your guns? Well, it seems that his minions and allies in the anti-gun
world have no problem with taking your ammo!

The bill that is being pushed in 18 states (including Illinois and Indiana) requires all
ammunition to be encoded by the manufacture, a data base of all ammunition sales. So
they will know how much you buy and what calibers. Nobody can sell any ammunition after
June 30, 2009 unless the ammunition is coded.

Any privately held uncoded ammunition must be destroyed by July 1, 2011. (Including
hand-loaded ammo.) They will also charge a .05 cent tax on every round so every box of
ammo you buy will go up at least $2.50 or more! If they can deprive you of ammo they
do not need to take your gun! Please give this the widest distribution possible and
contact your Reps!
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December 
Delegate/Legislative Report
BY: Slow Motion 

One thing I forgot in my report at the meeting was the
November discussion of a Help Phone List.  I asked at the State
Meeting about this and told the most common way was to
contact the local chapter President and he would provide
information.  That information is provided in your Masterlink,

the state newsletter.  So when planning a trip I advise to to include those numbers
in the regions you are passing through.  So our chapter should gather our
information for our Board members to have available.

WE can read the complete minutes of State meetings in the Masterlink so here are the
highlights. PRESIDENT’S REPORT – Ridge Manor (Lacoochee, FL) Chapter closed. 

NEW chapter Treasure Coast out of Ft. Pierce meet at Fellsmere (west of Sebastian.
Promote State Meeting and Ride to the Capital to ALL riders and were given the new
posters.  From the Federal Committee: NITSA report will state that facts are NOT
accurate.  Working to get Amber Alert signs when no alerts in ALL STATES to say
Watch For Motorcycles when no alerts. 
Vice PRESIDENT’S REPORT – sell Bike Tickets. Volunteers to work on campground
trailer and for BikeWeek.  State Party in Brooksville Labor Day
SAFETY new Deputy Director Tom Nugent (Black Creek) taking over more.
Lana – each chapter o put together a Safety Portfolio to set up in Rotunda in
Tallahassee. No bigger that a poster booklet with accomplishment of the MSAP
program.
MEMBERSHIP down statewide

LEGISLATIVE  go to state Legislative page and sign for mail list to get updates or at
least check often.  Will be a state “cheat sheet” on stats and information so we are
all on same page for discussions.  Letters to Legislators – good sample on State
Legislative page, download edit and mail.  The committee information is available so we
can contact them. Cell Phones bills– at least 4 versions so need to combine for
better chance to pass. S262 bill for blood test in accidents with deaths.  Fl
Hospital Assoc push for insurance from $10,000 to $50,000 even though stats
show without helmets are less likely to be in accidents. LOBBYIST and Legislative
need our support, has sponsor for stiffer penalties bill. 
OLD Business – pass the bylaw amendment to make chapter Safety Director a voted
Trustee position.
We got Sport bike flyer from NCOM to try get them interested in rights and us.
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GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

January 17, 2008 
11:30 am

VFW POST 4143
2404 Broadway (US 1)

Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073

 
HOT LINE 561-733-5187

Check your mail label for
membership expiration


