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President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

I just can’t shake the feeling that we’re about to see changes in our country that
will mark the end of America as we’ve come to know it. Regardless of who wins
the election the changes are inevitable. Our government is being revealed before
our eyes, we have seen what many of us suspected but until now have never had
confirmation on. A $700,000,000,000 bail out by the government for those
that have committed actions that should have had their assets and property seized
their ass’s locked up for life instead of retiring early with a million dollar a
month pension. American Corporations and small businesses are closing or being
sold to foreign interests and the world’s economy on the verge of collapse. I
got a feeling those that are voting for “Change” wont have to wait very long to
see change, maybe not the kind of change they were anticipating but their going to
see changes. Those who vote for a new direction are going to get that as well,
but the changes are indeed going to come along with that new direction. It’s
inevitable, we are in the process of evolution whether we like it or not, even the
earth itself is evolving. The question is can we survive these changes and adapt
without destroying ourselves in the process.

Our society has endured changes that have shaped our culture and the American
way of life for over 100 years. We have gone from horse drawn wagons to the
farthest reaches of our solar system in a relatively short period of time in
history. Today we are on the verge of changes in our country that could not have
been envisioned by our founding fathers. Their vision of “One Nation Under God” is
being challenged from within our own government. Our most fundamental rights,
guaranteed by the constitution are being re-evaluated and interpreted by people
who have little if any use for what we as Americans have fought and died for. They
believe we are incapable of making decisions for ourselves and have decided that
they know what’s best for us even if it means sacrificing our freedom as citizens in
order to prove it. 

There are dark and evil forces looming in the shadows of government that in my
opinion are about to emerge with a total disregard for what we as Americans have
come to take for granted as our rights and freedoms. Our right to make our own
choices and decisions has been all but stripped away by the people we have voted
for to protect those rights. The media has been so corrupted that it no longer
reports to us the things that shape our world, it floods the air waves with
propaganda to inform us of what we can expect to see happening in our country
and how we will fit in with the world community. That change has already happened 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
you hear and see it everyday in the campaign speeches of political figures and
their supporters. 

If you study history this is nothing new, there have been other political figures
that have done what we are just beginning to see in our own country. Our
economy has all but collapsed and those who have contributed to that are
walking away with million dollar a month pensions and early retirement as their
reward when they should be tried, locked up and their fortunes given back to the
people they have sought to destroy. Instead we have allowed the government to
all but pat them on the back and apologize for their failure.

Our right to keep and bear arms is once again being threatened; again we are
allowing government to take from us a basic right under the Constitution of the
United States. Can you see where this is going? A failing economy, the disarming of
citizens and media propaganda. History teaches us that this combination is the
breeding ground for changes we will have no control of. Hitler and Stalin knew it
and millions people were ultimately sacrificed for allowing those changes to
happen.

We in the motorcycle community are also seeing an example of what we can expect
as change. Most recently the federal government has devised a way of shutting
down what they consider an undesirable element of our society in purchasing and
trademarking the name of a motorcycle club, stripping away their personal
identity. The Patriot Act states that any group of people meaning more than one
can be identified as a national security threat. The individual members of those
organizations can come under investigation their personal property and assets
seized and face possible imprisonment because of their involvement as a member.
Sound familiar? 

Is this the beginning of the end for us as well? It can be if we don’t act now. If we
are to survive and maintain our identity as members of any motorcycle organization
we need to take this as a serious threat. I would like to suggest that every club,
every riding organization and association take steps to purchase and trademark
their name and patch. Protect your right to assemble under the Constitution. We
must speak out in a unified voice against these totalitarian actions.

As members of a grassroots motorcyclist rights organization we must take the
lead in bringing these issues to the attention of all motorcyclists and encourage
them to take action. It’s vital to our very existence. We are seeing actions being
taken against us from our local City Halls to Capitol Hill. If we are to survive we
need to become stronger and more organized, we need to come up with our own 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
plan of action. They already have a plan and they will succeed if we don’t have a
plan to stop them.

If you ride a motorcycle, if you believe in protecting our rights I invite you to
come to our meetings, we welcome all motorcyclists to join us in our efforts.
See the back cover for the time and date of our monthly meetings.

Keep the shinny side up and the rubber side down.

Strongbow President
ABATE P.B.C.
president@abatepalmbeach.com 
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization

dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride. 

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.

We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.  

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact: 
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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DECEMBER
Kenneth "Pladoe" Nola
Paul "Rowdy" Dombroski
Frank "Pipes" Cook
Kenneth "Knuckles" Roman
Sue 'Uzi" Roman
Greg Hanna
Ron Taylor
Doug "Taffyman" Taffe
Guillermo Carrasco
Larry Sardinas
Kelly Cox
Ray "Rayray" Fairall
Debbie "Blonde" Fairall
Glenn "Giroux" Cormacchia
Stephen "Two Beers" Martin
Sandy "Sidecar Sandy" LaRoche

JANUARY
Glenn "Capt Glenn" Rosenberger
Donna "Mom" Rosenberger
John "Panhead John" Gulino
Jeff "Big Jeff" Foss
John "Cat" Catalano
Joseph Patrick
Louis "Scratch" Bencini
Lance E.  Bradford
Raymond "Bwana" Mikkelsen, Jr.
Philip "Lil Phil" Imbrieco
Kerry "Mongo" Loworn
Kevin Burke
Rich  Rescigno
Mei Tseng
Richard Baumann
Bruce  Eldredge

NOVEMBER
Carlos "Amigo" Guerra
Eric  Arens
Steve   Pentek
Steve Thompson
Bill Haythorn
Robert Wright
Francky McGowan
Jamey "L.B.W." Valiquette
Christopher "Buzz" Mariani
Douglas "Steeler" Risch
Richard "Road Kill Rick" Minton
Michael "Hogman Mike" Seacrest
Colin "Just One More" Sutherload
Mario "Balsero" Gonzalez
Joseph "Grandpa" Pasquarella

OCTOBER
J.F. Levi
Monique Levi
Jim "Cutter" Peters
Christopher Sharp
Ray  Mikkelsen, III
Roger A.  Norwood
Jackie Manno
Dennis "Pops" Moneypenny

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your
membership or be deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure
to notify us of any change  of address to continue receiving your newsletter and

Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message
“Just when you thought it was safe to go in the water.” 
Remember when that great advertising slogan was used for Jaws
2?  Well it’s that way again when we’re speaking about gas prices. 
As I’ve mentioned in the past I am a veracious reader and I get e-
mail updates from Google several times a day about various

motorcycle subjects, one of which is motorcycle accidents.  Throughout our
Country I’ve noticed an alarming number of articles where car and motorcycle riders
have acclaimed looking at posted gas prices as a contributing distraction for an
accident!  Let’s face it; we’re all watching the gas station billboards to see the
lowest pricing in the area.  We’ve gotten so abused by the ridiculous price of gas
that we look at every gas station board like a stock broker looks at the NASDAC
runner tape.  Then we try to plan our purchase on the odds; I’ve got a half tank at
$2.67 a gallon.  Should I buy now or maybe wait for tomorrow for $2.66 or take
the chance that it might go up to $2.70.  All the while everyone is taking their cell
phone out to scroll down to the calculator and see what the savings or loss per
tank might bee, who is paying attention where they are going?  

Yep, that’s right!  More and more people are getting into accidents when distracted
by looking at gas prices.  Like we needed another reason for cagers to be distracted
and running over us!

Cell phones, eating, Starbucks & Dunkin Doughnuts, Make-up and putting the right CD
into your player.  Like that wasn’t enough, now we have to look out for everyone
looking for the best gas prices.  Who are the morons here, them or us?

Most people would say us.  We are the ones who choose to ride on two wheels
without the protection of an iron cage around us AND God forbid, some of us even
choose to expose ourselves by venturing outside that protective cage without a
helmet!  To that I say F’m all…  Of course by that I mean Forget them all but many
will take that for whatever.

I choose to ride.  I ride how I ride for me!  I choose to ride with or without a hard-hat
because I am a free man to ride out side the cage and do just that.  I’ve paid the price
to fight for my freedoms and I CHOOSE to live my free life the way I CHOOSE as long
as my choices do not infringe on the rights of others.  That is what I believe makes me
a FREE and righteous man.

Freedom is definitely not free!  Kathy and I were in a youth movement in the 60’s and
70’s called Up With People.  It started out as a movement for youths as Moral
Rearmament.  It passed our values and support of our Country in the venue of song
and music.  We were both in the orchestra but Kathy also sang with the cast, (they
were smart enough to keep me away from a microphone).  One of the songs was tilled
Freedom Isn’t Free.  I remember part of the lyrics stated “You have to pay a price you 
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Vice-President’s Message - Cont’d
have to sacrifice for your liberty.”  That remains so true to this day. I’ve recently
been reminded that to win a war you may have to lose some of the battles.  

Being a history buff it has always amazed me that when most Americans are asked if
they know which war saw the most American casualties many Americans still answer
WWI or WWII.  Please stop and realize that American losses in those wars do not even
equal half the casualties during the American Civil War.  We lost the most but then
gained the most by brother fighting brother because after that we stood united
against all.

Some of us talk.  Some of us orate. Some of us sacrifice, take a shot to the heart so
the cause can win but then come back fighting so that righteousness will prevail.  We
are a nation of winners and our heritage shows that.

I am gratified that I have been seeing the Florida motorcycle community is seeing what
ABATE of Florida is doing for them.  Mike “RADAR” Price, our ABATE of Florida
Legislative Director has totally impressed me as well as other motorcycle rights
enthusiasts from what I have been reading in their comments on his efforts of
reporting  the effects of the new FL Bill HR137.  We are finally seeing some positive
press because of the follow-up of Mike on the legal interpolation of that bill. 
Thank God we have mike on top of that and Doc to fight to make it right.  They can not
do it alone though.

It is time for ALL of us to get up off our asses and do the one and very most
important thing as Americans we have the privilege to do, that is VOTE.  Slo-mo has
compiled a very comprehensive list of biker friendly politicians who are running this
election year. Great job Brother! He has handed out hundreds of copies of the
SUGGESTIONS ABATE of Florida has made for biker friendly politicians, because we do
not formally back any back anyone.  BUT, the top of my list for Federal office is
former Viet Nam Veteran and POW John McCain, and the best I have seen for years in
the US Congress is retired Lt Colonel Adam West, who I had the pleasure of meeting
personally.  AGAIN, that is my personal EDUCATED view.

Just remember… All you have to do to be heard is show up!
All you have to do to have what you say to count is VOTE!

Please feel free to write me with your comments on this article or any other issue
you would like to discuss!

John “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president
VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 
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JOIN ABATE PALM BEACH 
DEC 7TH AFTER.....

BILL’S MEMORIAL 
TOY RUN 

SEE FLYER ABOVE... 

LIVE MUSIC BY COLD IRON,
FOOD, GAMES, 50/50,

VENDORS, FOOD

CASH DRAWING JUST IN
TIME FOR CHRISTMAS 

FIRST PRIZE $500.00 CASH 
SECOND PRIZE $250.00 

THIRD PRIZE $100.00
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Expected mergers

With all the turmoil in the market today and the collapse of Lehman Bros
and Acquisition of Merrill Lynch by Bank of America this might be some
good advice. For all of you with any money left, be aware of the next
expected mergers so that you can get in on the ground floor and make some
BIG bucks. 

Watch for these consolidations in later this year: 

1. Hale Business Systems, Mary Kay Cosmetics, Fuller Brush, and W R..
Grace Co. Will merge and become: 

Hale, Mary, Fuller, Grace. 
2. Polygram Records, Warner Bro s., and Zesta Crackers join forces

and become: 
Poly, Warner Cracker. 

3. 3M will merge with Goodyear and become: 
MMMGood. 

4. Zippo Manufacturing, Audi Motors, Dofasco, and Dakota Mining will
merge and become: 

ZipAudiDoDa .. 
5. FedEx is expected to join its competitor, UPS, and become: 

FedUP. 
6. Fairchild Electronics and Honeywell Computers will become: 

Fairwell Honeychild. 
7. Grey Poupon and Docker Pants are expected to become:

PouponPants. 
8. Knotts Berry Farm and the National Organization of Women will

become: 
Knott NOW!

And finally.... 

9. Victoria 's Secret and Smith & Wesson will merge under the new name: 
TittyTittyBangBang 

SUBMITTED BY: RIO
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QUESTIONS THAT HAUNT ME!

1. Can you cry under water? 
2. How important does a person have to be before they are considered

assassinated instead of just murdered? 
3. Why do you have to 'put your two cents in'... but it's only a 'penny for your

thoughts'? Where's that extra penny going to? 
4. Once you're in heaven, do you get stuck wearing the clothes you were

buried in for eternity? 
5. Why does a round pizza come in a square box? 
6. What disease did cured ham actually have? 
7. How is it that we put man on the moon before we figured out it would be a

good idea to put wheels on luggage? 
8. Why is it that people say they 'slept like a baby' when babies wake up like

every two hours? 
9. If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still called a hearing? 
10. Why are you IN a movie, but you're ON TV?
11. Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and then put money in binoculars

to look at things on the ground? 
12. Why do doctors leave the room while you change?  They're going to see you

naked anyway. 
13. Why is 'bra' singular and 'panties' plural? 
14. Why do toasters always have a setting that burns the toast to a horrible

crisp, which no decent human being would eat? 
15. If Jimmy cracks corn and no one cares, why is there a stupid song about

him?
16. Can a hearse carrying a corpse drive in the carpool lane ? 
17. If the professor on Gilligan's Island can make a radio out of a coconut, why

can't he fix a hole in a boat? 
18. Why does Goofy stand erect while Pluto remains on all fours?  They're

both dogs! 
19. If Wile E. Coyote had enough money to buy all that ACME crap, why didn't

he just buy dinner? 
20. If corn oil is made from corn, and vegetable oil is made from vegetables,

what is baby oil made from? 
21. If electricity comes from electrons, does morality come from morons? 
22. Do the Alphabet song and Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star have the same tune? 

Why did you just try singing the two songs above? 
23. Why do they call it an asteroid when it's outside the hemisphere, but call it

a hemorrhoid when it's in your butt? 
24. Did you ever notice that when you blow in a dog's face, he gets mad at you,

but when you take him for a car ride, he sticks his head out the window? 

SUBMITTED BY: RIO
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DELEGATE/LEGISLATIVE OCTOBER REPORT
BY: Slow Motion 

DELEGATE:  The delegates voted to OK Doc Reichenbach to
be on Federal DOT meeting of motorcycle crashes study in
D.C.  for a couple of meetings. ABATE FL bought the rights
to the George Washington on bike poster by student Brodie
Shepherd for $800.  He will rework it for us.  

VP Doc Fish said we need more  Communication, reach sport
bikers, more Safety MSRP instructors, and fresh blood.  We have 2 missions -
Legislative & Safety.  

SGT-at-Arms reminds us about Blood Bank Account for ABATE state or local (we
don’t have local).  He asks for workers for Daytona campground Trailer Work
Party in January (11 or 17) to be set at Dec state meeting.  Road Captain is not an
ABATE position, under Sergeant at Arms.  

Membership of State is 7,881 with 6,004 voters.  Renewals are due by end of
month of when joined otherwise will become new member with loss of continuity.  

Palm Beach chapter new Life Emory “Turtle” Wallace.  Life members stay on
State/Chapter rolls even after death in honor. 

Communication told about the Poster, advertize, PROMOTE, and especially use
ABATE Campground for Daytona Bikeweek. 

State SAFETY suggested getting into schools with Driver Ed and mandatory Life
Management classes and the need to fill forms for presentations and booths.  

Our lobbyist gave us vote recommending, issues for the elections and is working
for a separate stiffer penalties bill and may have Senator to introduce it. He also
will fight License plates with 137, to expect national helmet law, and possible
insurance bills.   NCOM meeting in Reno May.  

The State Party on Labor Day was wet so lighter turnout.  We are ready for
Bikeweek and let’s get out to Tallahassee Ride to Capital.  One point of business
was to get Chapters views on Bylaw proposal for position of Director of Safety
Education to become an elected Trustee Board position.  We will discuss and vote
on it at November Chapter meeting.
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT  Get Out and VOTE and spread Lobbyist’s recommended
candidates.
HR 6908 Federal Bill on Insurance Disclosure where companies MUST give
ADVANCED what will and will not cover. It replaced HIPA worked on for 20
months while 6908 went in and passed fast in House, sounds like will be
presented same in Senate so get our reps to vote for.  ABATE is STILL Fighting
HB137 as it got some changes but were still against the bill. Vertical tags have
been illegal for years and could be ticketed as605.  We are looking to see if
Federal DT approved production bikes like Big Dog, Titian might set Federal
override of State law. It was suggest print vertical vanity plates for vertical
mount.  Rumor that bikes might have car tag size by 2010.  While we are against
laws such as HB137, the best advice is DON’T BE STUPID.

State Legislative Agenda Topics for 2008/09 are as follows:
- Amend or Revoke the New Motorcycle License Tag Law
- Stiffer Penalties for at-fault injury or death of a motorcyclist.
- Stiffer Penalties for Right-of-Way Violations – the largest cause of

property damage, injury and death.
- Restriction of devices causing distractions while driving – cell phones, text

messaging, GPS use, etc.
- Re-instatement of safety funds – now considered available to spend in areas

“other” then its intended use.
- Mandatory Driver’s Education Requirements
- Price protection on the required Motorcycle Rider’s Training Program to

obtain the motorcycle endorsement.

Florida Traffic Crash Reports released and posted on the STATE Legislative site.
Note that HB137 has been used more on cages than bikes. It’s reported on the
radio that the ratio is 80 to 1, cars to bikes on speed citations. Ride Proud –
Dress Loud Campaign to promote wearing very “loud” colors while riding has
been seen in magazines like Full Throttle.  This is NOT law and is NOT in force.
Rumors have been started that this will “become law” or “will go into effect”.
ABATE is watching this topic closely and will fight vigorously

SPOOKS n SCOOTS party was great.  Next year should get more to go and camp. 
Kudos to Lady Di, Mona, Kathy O, Bear, Papa Bear and Frenchie who put in
volunteer service hours for our Chapter.
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45 lessons

This was written by a guy named Brett who writes columns for The Plain Dealer, a
newspaper in Cleveland, Ohio:

To celebrate growing older, I once wrote the 45 lessons life taught me. It is the
most-requested column I've ever written. My odometer rolls over to 70 in
August, so here goes:

1. Life isn't fair, but it's still good.
2. When in doubt, just take the next small step. 
3. Life is too short to waste time hating anyone.
4. Don't take yourself so seriously. No one else does.
5. Pay off your credit cards every month.
6. You don't have to win every argument. Agree to disagree.
7. Cry with someone. It's more healing than crying alone.
8. It's OK to get angry with God. He can take it.
9. Save for retirement starting with your first paycheck.
10. When it comes to chocolate, resistance is futile.
11. Make peace with your past so it won't screw up the present.
12. It's OK to let your children see you cry.
13. Don't compare your life to others'. You have no idea what their journey is

all about. 
14. If a relationship has to be a secret, you shouldn't be in it.
15. Everything can change in the blink of an eye. But don't worry; God never

blinks.
16. Take a deep breath. It calms the mind.
17. Get rid of anything that isn't useful, beautiful or joyful.
18. Whatever doesn't kill you really does make you stronger.
19. It's never too late to have a happy childhood. But the second one is up to

you and no one else.
20. When it comes to going after what you love in life, don't take no for an

answer.
21. Burn the candles, use the nice sheets, . Don't save it for a special

occasion. Today is special.
22. Over prepare, then go with the flow.
23. Be eccentric now. Don't wait for old age to wear purple.
24. The most important organ is the brain.
25. No one is in charge of your happiness, except you.
26. Frame every so-called disaster with these words: 'In five years, will this

matter?'
27. Always choose life.
28. Forgive everyone everything.
29. What other people think of you is none of your business.
30. Time heals almost everything. Give time, time.
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31. However good or bad a situation is, it will change.
32. Your job won't take care of you when you are sick. Your friends will. Stay

in touch.
33. Believe in miracles.
34. God loves you because of whom God is, not because of anything you did or

didn't do.
35. Don't audit life. Show up and make the most of it now.
36. Growing old beats the alternative--dying young.
37. Your children get only one childhood. Make it memorable.
38. All that truly matters in the end is that you loved.
39. Get outside every day. Miracles are waiting everywhere.
40. If we all threw our problems in a pile and saw everyone else's, we'd grab

ours back.
41. Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you need. 
42. The best is yet to come.
43. No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and show up.
44. Yield.
45. Life isn't tied with a bow, but it's still a gift.

PUT CAR KEYS BESIDE YOUR BED AT NIGHT

Tell your spouse, your children, your neighbors, your parents, your Doctors
office, the check-out girl at the market, everyone you run across.

Put your car keys beside your bed at night. If you hear a noise outside your home
or someone trying to get in your house, just press the panic button for your
car. The alarm will be set off, and the horn will continue to sound until either
you turn it off or the car battery dies.This tip came from a neighborhood watch
coordinator. Next time you come home for the night and you start to put your
keys away, think of this:It's a security alarm system that you probably already have
and requires no installation. Test it. It will go off from most everywhere inside
your house and will keep honking until your battery runs down or until you reset
it with the button on the key fob chain. It works if you park in your driveway or
garage. If your car alarm goes off when someone is trying to break in your
house, odds are the burglar or rapist won't stick around... after a few seconds
all the neighbors will be looking out their windows to see who is out there and
sure enough the criminal won't want that. And remember to carry your keys while
walking to your car in a parking lot. The alarm can work the same way there .....
This is something that should really be shared with everyone. Maybe it could save
a life or a sexual abuse crime. 

Would also be useful for any emergency, such as a heart attack, where you can't
reach a phone.
SUBMITTED BY: RIO



28 ISSUE 2008-11  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM NOVEMBER, 2008



29 ISSUE 2008-11           HOT LINE 561-733-5187 (24/7) NOVEMBER, 2008



30 ISSUE 2008-11  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM NOVEMBER, 2008



31 ISSUE 2008-11           HOT LINE 561-733-5187 (24/7) NOVEMBER, 2008



32 ISSUE 2008-11  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM NOVEMBER, 2008

Continued

NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

AIM ATTORNEY FIRST TO SUE MYRTLE BEACH OVER ANTI-BIKER
LAWS Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (AIM) Attorney Tom McGrath
filed the first lawsuit against the city of Myrtle Beach, S.C.

challenging the constitutionality of two of over a dozen new anti-biker ordinances
passed to shut down motorcycle rallies. The suit filed September 29 in Horry
County's 15th Judicial Circuit on behalf of two Myrtle Beach residents and
motorcyclists, William and Carol O'Day, challenges the city's new helmet law and noise
ordinances. The suit questions whether it's within the citys “home rule” authority to
supersede state law in both cases. Both municipal ordinances, according to the
lawsuit, are unconstitutional and in violation of South Carolina state law. ''It's pretty
simple,'' said Tom McGrath, whose Motorcycle Law Group based out of Richmond,
Virginia, filed the suit. "It's really a question of whether it's constitutional. Does
state law prevail?'' “Home Rule doesn’t allow a city to pass laws that are inconsistent
with state law in areas where the state has already acted,” he explained. “and South
Carolina already has a helmet law for riders 21 and younger, and they already have a
muffler statute in state law.” McGrath is a graduate of the University of South
Carolina and is licensed in the State of South Carolina as well as Virginia and
Tennessee. As an avid motorcyclist and motorcycle rights activist, Tom founded the
Virginia Coalition of Motorcyclists and provides legal counsel to ABATE of Virginia.
“We go fight for the rights of people,” he added, “that’s what we do…that’s the kind
of firm we are.” Two additional lawsuits, both filed in federal court on behalf of
local businesses, have since been filed against Myrtle Beach in response to the city
council’s unanimous approval of 15 new laws aimed to crack down on a 70-year
tradition of motorcycle rallies in the city, which include restricting vendor permits,
imposing liability on promoters, limited bike parking, more restrictive loitering and
public drinking laws, and other regulations designed to dissuade rally-goers. Among
other arguments, the federal lawsuits claim the ordinances are vague, interfere with
people's First Amendment rights, do irreparable harm to businesses and interferes
with interstate commerce. Law enforcement began enforcing some of the new laws at
roadblocks set up recently during the Fall “Pilgrimage” Bike Rally, prompting many
bikers to skirt the city in protest and spent their time and money at other nearby rally
locations, such as Myrtle Beach Harley-Davidson, where a sign warned riders that
city limits were 200 feet ahead. Meanwhile, Myrtle Beach is lobbying other local
municipalities and the county to enact similar ordinances. “ABATE of South Carolina
abhors these types of totalitarian enactments that remove liberties and freedoms of
individuals and eventually, will start eroding individual rights granted to us under
our Constitution,” said the state motorcycle rights organization in a press release.
“ABATE of South Carolina challenges the council on the grounds that the municipal
power is exceeding the entity’s corporate powers, acting as if it is above state law.”
The Carolina Harley-Davidson Dealers Association Spring Rally has been a fixture in 
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Myrtle Beach for 68 years, and is the oldest, continuous running motorcycle rally
in the country, but the city council decided to get rid of all bike rallies following
complaints from residents, primarily during the Atlantic Beach BikeFest attended
mostly by black urban sportbike riders, after efforts to police the event led to
several discrimination lawsuits filed by the NAACP, which were eventually settled out
of court. 

DOT PROPOSES NEW FEDERAL SAFETY RULES TO BAR NOVELTY HELMETS The best-
selling motorcycle-helmet decals at a popular biker website include fake bullet
holes, skull and crossbones, the American flag -- and $1 stickers that say “DOT”. The
latter has created a problem for U.S. highway safety regulators, because fake
Department of Transportation stickers can be used to counterfeit safety certification
of cheap novelty motorcycle helmets, which they claim are one cause of rising
accident fatalities. “We’re proposing new safety rules to make it harder for vendors
to sell unsafe novelty helmets or for riders to get away with wearing them,” said
Transportation Secretary Mary Peters, herself a Harley rider. “We are proposing to
do that by requiring manufacturers to place a larger, tamper-proof DOT label on the
back of certified helmets that have been through a wider range of safety tests.” The
current federal standard, implemented in 1974, requires a DOT emblem on the rear
of the helmet, indicating it passed certification tests. Manufacturer and model data
are located on a label inside the helmet. The new proposal calls for a DOT-symbol
decal to be applied to the helmet beneath its clear coating, with the manufacturer's
name and helmet model added above the symbol and the word “certified” below it. The
new rule also would refine the tests manufacturers do to certify their helmets to
meet DOT standards for impact, penetration and retention. Novelty helmets, which
have thin protective liners, failed all the federal performance tests, said Stephen
Kratzke, associate administrator for rulemaking at the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, but when police spot a helmet that doesn't look like the real thing,
riders can claim they thought the DOT sticker meant it was certified. Sellers of the
labels say it stands for “Doing Our Thing”. “It makes it really hard to enforce helmet
laws,” said Kratzke. The goal of the new rule is “to make sure in helmet-law states it
is easier for police to enforce the law.” NHTSA estimates that 15% of the
motorcycle riders in the 20 mandatory helmet law states wear “beanie” helmets that
don’t meet the current FMVSS218 federal standard. “It's a political statement against
the helmet laws,” said Eric Anderson, chairman of an industry helmet task force. “It's
fashionable to be anti-helmet.” Regulators estimate it would cost manufacturers, who
turn out 5.2 million certified helmets annually, only about 2 cents each or
$100,000 to comply with the new rule. Motorcycle groups said the time and money
would be better spent, and more lives saved, through rider education and motorist
awareness programs. Public comments will be taken until Dec. 1. 

ABATE OF NEW YORK TO PICKET SAFETY CONFERENCE ABATE of New York announced
their intention to picket the NY Highway Safety Conference, October 21st, in
Syracuse, where the New York State Police are presenting their Motorcycle Safety
Roadblock Scenario to more than 350 professionals from local, state, federal and 
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private agencies “involved in the effort to reduce deaths and injuries related to
traffic crashes.” ABATE of New York has obtained an all-day public assembly permit
to conduct an informational picket/protest outside of the Conference Center to
express their dissatisfaction with motorcycle-only roadblocks, as well as draw public
attention to the irony of New York State's misdirection of designated motorcycle
safety funds to those very same enforcement tactics being promoted at the
conference. With support from ABATE of NY and in cooperation with the National
Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), A.I.M. Attorney (Aid to Injured Motorcyclists)
Mitchell Proner recently put the NY State Police and DMV on notice that a class
action suit will be filed in protest of the discriminatory road checks being conducted
on state highways during events that draw thousands of motorcyclists. “Since
motorcycles operated in New York are already required to pass annual safety
inspections, the current NYSP initiative serves only to harass, intimidate and
inconvenience motorcyclists, and is an abuse of discretionary power as specifically
acknowledged by the New York State Court of Appeals,” said ABATE in a statement. 

WYOMING BIKERS FEND OFF NOISE ORDINANCE A proposed noise ordinance is on the
"back burner" after scores of motorcyclists flooded the Casper City Council
chambers. The council voted unanimously and to a raucous applause to table the
proposed change to a noise ordinance, which means it will not be discussed again
unless a council member brings it back. The proposed change read: "No person shall
operate any motor vehicle in the city in such a manner that the public's attention is
drawn to the noise created by the motor vehicle." One biker after another spoke
before the council to testify about how "loud pipes save lives." Loud exhaust keeps
drivers aware of bikers and prevent accidents, said Jim Siri, a member of Wyoming
Central A.B.A.T.E., a motorcycle advocacy group. “Many things distract drivers, and
if they aren't paying attention they won't always see motorcyclists, but they may still
hear them,” he told the Jackson Hole Star-Tribune. Abuse of a motorcycle on city
streets is unacceptable, but motorcyclists also don't want to be unfairly targeted,
said Russ Reddick, vice-president of Wyoming State A.B.A.T.E. and co-director of the
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) in region three. He told the newspaper
that he wants to educate riders on how to ride respectfully and also educate drivers
on how to be more aware of motorcyclists. Motorcyclists and the council plan to
work together to help solve "irresponsible riding" through residential
neighborhoods, both groups agreed. 

ABATE OF CALIFORNIA JOINS NCOM The National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)
proudly welcomes ABATE of California as the newest NCOM Member Group, joining in
unity with over 2,000 rider groups, clubs and associations, including motorcycle
rights organizations from 38 states and over 50 Confederations of Clubs from 35
states. NCOM is a nationwide umbrella organization that provides legislative
assistance, information network and legal resources, and also reaches out to the
Christian Motorcycling community, women riders, sport bikers, clean & sober groups
and minority motorcyclists -- helping to form coalitions and foster cooperation
between all segments of motorcycle riders. Following is an open letter received 
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October 1, 2008 from Tim Tennimon, Executive Director of ABATE Of California, Inc.,
with a request to forward it on: ABATE of California Inc., is resolute in our
commitment to move forward and stand strong in the motorcycle rights movement.
With mounting pressure from state and federal agencies we are facing motorcycle
smog laws, low noise ordinances, a motorcycle safety summit that is working in
conjunction with the CHP and NHTSA to impose more restrictions on riding your
motorcycle, helmet laws and cities that want to limit gatherings by motorcyclists. In
order to strengthen our position we are committed to working with all MRO's
including NCOM, MRF, AMA, MMA and any state motorcycle rights organizations that
strengthens our lobby on legislative issues and on motorcycle safety. Our united
front with these other MROs make us better prepared to attack issues on a broader
scope by having access to legal assistance, promoting the sharing of information 
among the SMROs and different groups, supporting and increasing political and legal
effectiveness through free assistance with legislative strategy, safety projects,
public awareness, information updates and assistance in both the legislative and
judicial arenas. We are proud of our alliance with these organizations and look
forward to the success that this collective effort is sure to bring. 

WEIRD NEWS: NBA PLAYER SUSPENDED OVER MOPED ACCIDENT The Golden State
Warriors suspended 22-year old guard Monta Ellis for 30 games without pay for
violating his contract after he seriously injured his ankle in a Moped accident and
then compounded his mistake by lying about spraining his ankle playing pickup ball.
The high-scoring high-paid guard probably never imagined that trouble would cost him
about $3 million - there's no doubt Ellis violated Paragraph 12 of the NBA's uniform
player Contract, which prohibits a player from engaging "in any activity that a
Reasonable person would recognize as involving or exposing the Participant to a
substantial risk of bodily injury," including "driving Or riding a motorcycle or Moped."
Ellis, who agreed to a six-year deal worth $66 million in July, underwent surgery to
repair a torn ligament and is unlikely to be healthy enough to return before mid-
December anyway, but the suspension means the guard won't be paid during his
absence. He was the second-leading scorer for the NBA's highest-scoring team last
season, averaging 20.2 points, 5.0 rebounds and 3.4 assists. 

QUOTABLE QUOTE: “People often say that, in a democracy, decisions are made by a
majority of the people. Of course, that is not true. Decisions are made by a majority
of those who make themselves heard and who vote - a very different thing.” Walter H.
Judd (1898-1994) politician, 1981 recipient of Presidential Medal of Freedom 

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

November 15, 2008 
11:30 am

VFW POST 4143
2404 Broadway (US 1)

Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073

 NEW !!! - HOT LINE 561-733-5187

Check your mail label for
membership expiration


