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President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

We are into the final stretch of one of the most controversial and significant
elections in American history. Never before have we seen candidates that have
stirred the interest and imagination of the American people and citizens of the
world as we have seen in recent months. With so much hanging in the balance we
need to look beyond the surface of popularity and party lines in deciding whom we
will select as our leaders. It was obvious that the media was involved in a very
one sided venue in using the Democratic candidates to boost their ratings and
creating a false sense of hope in a barrage of campaign ad’s projecting an image
of these candidates as the last chance to save America. That is until the
Republican Party played their trump card and announced their selection of a
woman to run for vice president. I was amazed but not surprised at how quickly
media switched their attention to focus on reporting every move made by Sarah
Palin and Senator McCain. Never before has the American public had access to so
much information regarding the candidates I think, to the point where most people
don’t know what to believe. One calls for change the other for reform, in my
opinion change is inevitable and reform is necessary.

The point I’m trying to make is that we need to look beyond the media flash cards,
political rhetoric and partisanship to achieve balance when choosing those who
will lead us. When it comes right down to it and given the circumstances that
prevail, no matter who wins this election they will be inheriting some of the most
challenging and complex issues this country has ever faced. The ship is listing
now, without correcting that through balance it will surely capsize. 

We are at an impasse, the world has changed around us and we live in dangerous
times. The decisions made now, need to be based on what’s good for America and
protecting our precious freedoms. It appears to me that the world is lining up
against us. It’s time for us as citizens of America to take back our country and get
rid of the political partisanship that has brought us to this point in our history.
Leaving it up to government to make our decisions got us where we are today. We
need leaders who will listen to what the people say and stop making decisions to
appease their political constituents and do what’s right for us as American
citizens and for America. 

I believe most people understand that you can’t buy loyalty. People who are
swayed by gifts and favor are among the most disloyal, deceitful and contemptible
people you will ever know. Those people can never be trusted they’ll sell you
out with out a second thought for a bigger slice of the pie the moment the door 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
closes behind you. We saw it happen most recently in Tallahassee regarding the
“Stiffer Penalties” Bill, a very significant piece of legislation. It was attached to
three transportation Bills and removed at the last second before those Bills
passed. As I understand it, as an act of retaliation by a representative to gain
favor of others. It happens all the time, from City Hall to Capitol Hill. It’s that
kind of dirty politics that creates hypocrisy and dissention among the people,
eventually eroding the foundation and weakening the structure of what has been
built. 

We have people in our state government that have proven to be loyal to our
cause and have not given in, to the business as usual attitude of the majority of
politicians, these are not necessarily riders themselves but can understand how
the deck has been stacked against us and are willing to take up the fight.  

That’s why it’s important for us to know who they are and show our loyalty and
support for them. The best way to do that is to communicate with them and vote
for them. Ask them who you should be talking to. The more they get to know us
the easier it is for them to identify with us. We saw it happen in Delray Beach, we
had breached a gap of misconception through listening and communicating. It can
happen anywhere. If you make contact with them through a phone call or a letter
to them or an email, you can contact me and I’ll be glad to meet with them, we can
meet with them. It is of the utmost importance that we reach those people.  

In a grassroots organization such as ours it is imperative that we maintain unity, it
is the foundation on which ABATE continues to build. A Brotherhood, American
Bikers working together, standing united with other motorcyclists for a common
goal. Believing in a cause to preserve our freedom and protect our rights begins
with communication. I believe there are members of ABATE who are also members
of other riding organizations with great ideas and suggestions, if you are one of
them please get in touch with me or come to one of our meetings. 

If you’re not a member of ABATE and want to attend one of our meetings, our
door is open and you’re always welcome. Consider this to be my personal
invitation and come as my guest. Our meeting time and date is on the back cover. I
look forward to seeing you there.

Keep the shinny side up and the rubber side down.

Strongbow President
ABATE P.B.C.
president@abatepalmbeach.com 
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization

dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
We support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride. 

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.

We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.  

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact: 
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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DECEMBER
A. Randy "Sportster" Lewis
George "Bill" Morris
Kenneth "Pladoe" Nola
Paul "Rowdy" Dombroski
Frank "Pipes" Cook
Kenneth "Knuckles" Roman
Sue 'Uzi" Roman

Greg Hanna
Ron Taylor
Doug "Taffyman" Taffe
Raul "Curda" Garcia
Guillermo Carrasco
Larry Sardinas
Kelly Cox

Ray "Rayray" Fairall
Debbie "Blonde" Fairall
Glenn "Giroux" Cormacchia
Jon "Blind Bat" Cook
Stephen "Two Beers" Martin
Sandy "Sidecar Sandy" LaRoche

NOVEMBER
Bob "Loop" Leupp 
Mark   Lenson
Carlos "Amigo" Guerra
Eric  Arens
Steve   Pentek
Glenis "Warden" Lessard
Steve Thompson
Bill Haythorn
Robert Wright
Francky McGowan
Jamey "L.B.W." Valiquette

Christopher "Buzz" Mariani
Douglas "Steeler" Risch
Richard "Road Kill Rick" Minton
Lars "On Ice" Vinjenud
David "Santa Dave" Marchewka
Michael "Hogman Mike" Seacrest
Colin "Just One More" Sutherload
Leo "Leo the Lion" Breault
Mario "Balsero" Gonzalez
Joseph "Grandpa" Pasquarella

OCTOBER
Mike "Surfer" Kenney
J.F. Levi
Monique Levi
Jim "Jimbo" Sherrow
Vicky "Spin Girl" Wojnar
Axel  "Axman" Wojnar
Jim "Cutter" Peters
Christopher Sharp
Juan "Juan Roberto" Iglesias
Amy "Goddess"  Shelley
Claude "Frenchie" Fortin
Ray  Mikkelsen, III
Roger A.  Norwood
Jackie Manno
Dennis "Pops" Moneypenny

SEPTEMBER
Denise "Muffin" Pacitti
Robbie  Caston
Jill "This is Jill"  Bernardino
Ray Edwards
Sara  Edwards
Eward  Koenig
Laura Ryan

AUGUST
Darlene "Stiletto" Kessaris
Steve "Lum" Sizemore
Lena "Talulah" Soldano
Deborah "Singapore" Knelson
Paul Donnelly
Christina  McDonald
Jeffrey A. McDonald
Fred "Whitey" Wartberg
Ed Stevenson
Dan "Taz" DelCastillo

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your
membership or be deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure
to notify us of any change  of address to continue receiving your newsletter and

Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message
Events over the past several months have me totally convinced
that ABATE is headed in a meaningful and righteous direction
and that is very important to me!  With the ever increasing
numbers of motorcycles on the roads of Florida the cause of
ABATE is more vital than ever before.  I know that’s a pretty

strong statement but I believe it strongly.  I have been out in the biker community
at events, as well as with the Motorcycle Clubs and heard how they are now
seeing that our mission for safety and representing the rights of all motorcycles
is needed more than ever before.  

Every day I get Internet alerts of news articles regarding motorcycles
throughout the State of Florida.  The reporting of motorcycle accidents always
seems to be newsworthy but now the editorials, reporters’ comments and reader
comments are on the up rise as well.   The more I read the more I can see that the
media and general citizenry are totally missing two very important facts; one there
are more motorcycles than ever before on the roads and two, cars are causing a
predominant number of these accidents.    The first comments are usually whether
the motorcyclist was wearing a helmet.  We should be getting use to that by now
but it still frustrates me when the story is so centered on the helmet issue that
they totally ignore the fact that the cause of the accident was the careless
actions of others. We rarely hear about the drivers’ distractions like cell
phones, animals sitting on their laps, reading while they are driving, as well as
eating, drinking applying makeup and smoking!  

Earlier this evening, on my way up to spend a Tuesday evening with some friends in
West Palm Beach, I was riding north on US 441 from Boca.  Traffic was snarled
behind two cars doing less than 50MPH and driving right beside each other on the
two lane section of the road.  When the road opened up to three lanes and I had
the opportunity to pass these vehicles I almost could not believe what I saw.  I
saw two young women in these cars who were talking to each other on cell
phones complete with hand gestures which left no hands on the steering wheel! 
Has all common sense or respect for the safety of others been totally
obliterated from our society?   I am glad to say that operator distractions and the
ban of cell phone use while operating a motor vehicle is again in the forefront
of the 2009 agenda for ABATE of Florida.

The news alerts are also allowing me to see the need we have to be reaching out
to the younger sport bike riders.  I’ve been addressing that and attempting to do
that for years.  At the last meeting I advised the members present of my plan to
get to them—so to speak—through the back door.  I handed out drafts of
letters which I had compiled offering our Motorcycle Safety and Awareness
Program (MSAP) to homeowner and condominium associations.  This program is not 
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Vice President’s Message -Cont’d
about operating a motorcycle safely but was designed to instruct non-motorcycle
riders on how to share the road safely with motorcycles.  My hope is that we can
get to the parents 
and neighbors of these young and irresponsible riders in the hope that parental
and pier pressures will assist in guiding them.  As you all know, the MSAP is Free
to anyone, all we need is a TV/DVD player and it takes from 45 minutes to an hour
to present.  If you know any officers in your associations please have them
contact me or just get their information and I will be glad to contact them.  You
may or may not know this but this past summer while I was instructing the MSAP
class at a Coconut Creek High School, an off-duty Margate Police Officer was
killed on his motorcycle a short distance from where I was instructing the class. 
I attended his funeral and my August VP Message centered around the incident so I
won’t take the space here to continue.  Just please remember that our past
newsletter issues are on our web site: www.abatepalmbeach.com if you want to
read more about it.

HB137 has gone into effect on October 1st and an interpretation of a penalty
section of the bill has caught the ever watchful eye of our ABATE of Florida
State Legislative Director Mike Price.  It seems that the sections regarding
vertical mounted license plates and not riding with both legs astride your bike
have been tied to the moving violations section of t he bill along with the
increased fines.  To see the explanation of that please go to:
http://www.floridaabate.com/Library/Library/HB137explained.htm.   We can all be
confident that Mike and our ABATE of Florida Lobbyist Doc Richanbach is on top
of that.  Also, I’m not sure you are aware of it but anyone can sign up to get e-
mail updates from the ABATE of Florida Legislative Information Center just by
going to: www.floridaabate.com and clicking on the Legislative Information Center. 
The site has a wealth of useful information and you can even find out your local
representatives with just your 9 digit Zip Code.  That could be very helpful with
the elections so near.

A lot will be decided for our future on state, county, local and national levels
in the November elections.  I have voted in every election since I was 18 when I
first became eligible to vote. I can’t recall an election year where I felt it so
important to be involved and take advantage of my right to vote.  As a policy,
ABATE does not back any one candidate for any office but as plain ol’ Papa Bear, I
sure do.  So although I won’t be sharing my views here or at a Chapter Meeting,
my phone number and e-mail address is in every newsletter and on this one VP
Message I’ve even included my personal e-mail. So if you’ve ever spoken to me in
the past, you already know I’m not shy in sharing my personal views on just about
anything. 
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Vice President’s Message -Cont’d
In the beginning of this VP Message, I mentioned that being meaningful and
righteous was very important to me.  To me there is no meaning or righteousness
in what we do if our leaders do not have respect for our united front and most
of all respect for the people they serve.  In any position of trusted leadership
the paramount characteristic I search for in a leader is their loyalty and respect
for the people they serve because casting a vote is my signature of trust in them
and that trust can not be violated.  I urge all of our members if not already
registered to vote to do so!  I further urge all of you to inform yourselves
about the people running for office and the issues.  Most of all, I urge you to
look into your heart and decide if it is important to you to have your views
represented and understand the only way you can achieve this is by casting your
vote for a meaningful and righteous person that will respect your right to be
represented!  

Just remember… All you have to do to be heard is show up!
All you have to do to have what you say to count is VOTE!

Please feel free to write me with your comments on this article or any other issue
you would like to discuss!

John “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president
VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 
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Bikers Back on TV

If you watch anything on FX you can hardly miss all the promotions for their new
series “the Sons of Anarchy.”  I just saw one as I wrote this.  They compare it as the
new “Sopranos”.  Again the leather vested biker gets bad press as outlaw gangs, this
time as gun runners.  Similar to 2002’s The Last Chapter Canadian TV mini-series
where the bikers are drug runners.  Actually I’ve seen several episodes and it is a
well produced series but it does once again give a black eye to the biker image.  You
can learn more on at http://www.fxnetworks.com/shows/originals/soa and they say in
future will be able to watch the show on the Internet, great if you don’t get the FX
channel (66 on my Comcast). It airs Wednesdays at 10 pm, sometimes with an 11 pm
repeat.

HBO has jumped on the bandwagon with its’ “1%ers”.  Originally to air in October,
I haven’t heard much on this since last April.  Production may have stopped due to
“The show, which stars Donal Logue, was about to start production on its pilot. But
(Sonny) Barger is arguing that the pilot's writer and producer, Michael Tolkin, is
using stories they developed together without giving him credit. Tolkin was once
hired to write a screenplay based on Barger's autobiography, and Barger says he
also told Tolkin about a number of novels he'd written based on a fictional
motorcycle club. The two apparently pitched the idea for a series together, and
Barger claims that after he objected to a number of details in the pilot, HBO
decided it wanted nothing to do with him. According to the suit, the original pilot
used Barger's nickname (Chief), some actual place names (the major setting of
Carefree, AZ, which is near Barger's home), and details of his life (that he moved
from Northern California) without giving any credit. All of those details have since
been changed. Barger now wants due credit for his ideas — and it's not clear if this
will keep the pilot from getting off the ground. The thing is, I'm pretty sure nobody
wants to mess with the Hells Angels.” http://buzzsugar.com/1567408 

On the positive side there is FOX Reality channel’s “The Long Way Down”. Actor Ewan
McGregor and his friend Charley Boorman take a trip of several months on
motorcycles. They travel from the North of Scotland, down through Europe, into
Africa, finally winding up in Cape Town, South Africa. This is another documentary
with same crew as 2004’s Long Way Round TV Mini-Documentary of their “motorcycle
trip around the world. The two friends will travel through such places as Siberia,
Kazakhstan, Mongolia, and Alaska, before finally ending the journey in New York"
IMDb.  Both of these are interesting as see bikes in all situations – the travel
channel for bikers.

SUBMITTED BY: SLOW MOTION 
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Somthin’ to make ya smile, somethin’ to make ya think 

My husband and I divorced over religious differences. He thought he was God and I didn't. 

I don't suffer from insanity; I enjoy every minute of it. 

Some people are alive only because it's illegal to kill them. 

I used to have a handle on life, but it broke. 

You're just jealous because the voices only talk to me 

Earth is the insane asylum for the universe.

NyQuil, the stuffy, sneezy, why-the-heck-is-the-room-spinning medicine. 

God must love stupid people; He made so many. 

The gene pool could use a little chlorine. 

Ever stop to think, and forget to start again?

Being 'over the hill' is much better than being under it!

Wrinkled Was Not One of the Things I Wanted to Be When I Grew up. 

Procrastinate Now!

I Have a Degree in Liberal Arts; Do You Want Fries With That? 

A hangover is the wrath of grapes. 

A journey of a thousand miles begins with a cash advance.

Stupidity is not a handicap. Park elsewhere! 

They call it PMS because Mad Cow Disease was already taken. 

He who dies with the most toys is nonetheless DEAD.

The original point and click interface was a Smith &Wesson. 

Ham and eggs...A day's work for a chicken, a lifetime commitment for a pig.

Don't take life too seriously; No one gets out alive.

Appreciate every single thing you have, especially your friends! 

Life is too short and friends are too few!

Submitted by: RIO
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Legislative Report Slow Motion

There has been confusion concerning the new motorcycle law
HB137 that is scheduled to go into effect October 1st, 2008.
We now have an official interpretation and it is not what was
expected... you can review the report and the problems at:

http://www.floridaabate.com/Library/Library/HB137explained.htm
or use the link on the What’s going on submenu of our

legislative page. Below is a summery from there.

An act relating to operating a motor vehicle; creating s. 316.1926, F.S.; creating
additional offenses regarding motor vehicle operation; amending s. 316.2085, F.S.;
requiring an operator of a motorcycle or moped to maintain both wheels on the
ground at all times; requiring that the license tag of a motorcycle or moped be
affixed horizontally; amending s. 318.14, F.S.; providing additional penalties for
certain offenses; providing for a specified fine and revocation of the person’s
privilege to operate a motor vehicle; providing an effective date.

Now after reading both files in those links and what Mike "Radar" Price (ABATE of
Florida, Inc. State Legislative Director) who did plenty of research, I have to agree
it is not what we expected.  Even the horizontal plate issue becomes more serious as
a moving violation with serious results for repeat citations. I quote Mike on this “The
results of these two sections completely changes the perception that we have had
of this law and places unreasonable penalties on the license tag placement in
particular. I personally have far less remorse for the violators of leg position, but
the tag position is totally out of line.”

If you read these reports provided by the state, you have to admire “Radar”, “Doc”
and all of them making any sense of this mumble jumble.  I’m no dummy but it is
confusing to me so I wonder if any officer of the law will really understand it, but
then we all know the reality of that.
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NINE WORDS WOMEN USE 

1. Fine - This is the word women use to end an argument when they are right and
you need to shut up.

2. Five Minutes - If she is getting dressed, this means a half an hour. Five minutes
is only five minutes if you have just been given five more minutes to watch the
game before helping around the house.

3. Nothing - This is the calm before the storm. This means something, and you
should be on your toes. Arguments that begin with nothing usually end in fine.

4. Go Ahead - This is a dare, not permission. Don't Do It!

5. Loud Sigh - This is actually a word, but is a non-verbal statement often
misunderstood by men. A loud sigh means she thinks you are an idiot and
wonders why she is wasting her time standing here and arguing with you about
nothing. (Refer back to # 3 for the meaning of nothing.)

6. That's Okay - This is one of the most dangerous statements a women can make
to a man. That's okay means she wants to think long and hard before deciding
how and when you will pay for your mistake.

7. Thanks - A woman is thanking you, do not question, or faint. Just say you're
welcome. (I want to add in a clause here - This is true, unless she says 'Thanks
a lot' - that is PURE sarcasm and she is not thanking you at all. DO NOT say
'you're welcome' - that will bring on a 'whatever').

8. Whatever - Is a woman's way of saying F-- YOU!

9. Don't worry about it, I got it - Another dangerous statement, meaning this is
something that a woman has told a man to do several times, but is now doing
it herself. This will later result in a man asking 'What's wrong?' For the
woman's response refer to # 3.

Submitted by: Rio
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Give us a sense of humor.
Give us the grace to see a joke,
To get some humor out of life, 

And pass it on to other folk.
The irony of life is that, by the time

you're old enough to know your way around, 
you're not going anywhere. - Anonymous 

Concentrate on this sentence...... 

"To get something you never had, you have to do something you never did" When God
takes something from your grasp, He's not punishing you, but merely opening your
hands to receive something better. Concentrate on this sentence. 'The will of God
will never take you where the Grace of God will not protect you.' 
Romans 8:28 (New International Version)
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DON’T FORGET UPCOMING MEETING CHANGES 

OCTOBER MEETING IS CHANGED TO: OCTOBER 25, 2008

Margate 
TEMPORARILY
CLOSED
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Continued

NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

DEPLETED LICENSE PLATES, OVERBOOKED RIDER ED COURSES
As a sign of the times, with a record number of motorcyclists

on the road and increasing numbers of motorcycle registrations, rider training
courses in numerous locations across the country have been booked solid and now
officials in Kansas have reported running out of motorcycle license plates. The
Hutchinson News reported that the problem is bad enough that counties with
plentiful plates are being asked to share with other counties. "We are out of
motorcycle tags, and we don't know when we'll get more," said Reno County Treasurer
Clark Miller. "We've begged and borrowed from other counties,” he told the
newspaper, “but we can't get more." When the state made its annual tag order, gas
prices hadn't reached their current levels and officials didn't anticipate the
resulting demand from motorists switching to more fuel-efficient transportation. At
least one motorcycle owner complained to the newspaper of being sent away from
the DMV office this week and advised not to drive his motorcycle until it was
properly tagged, with no promise of when tags might be available. 

MYRTLE BEACH APPROVES HELMET LAW AND OTHER ORDINANCES TO DETER BIKERS
Myrtle Beach City Council recently gave initial approval to more than a dozen city-
wide ordinances specifically aimed to limit bike rallies and dissuade bikers from
coming to town. On Tuesday, September 9, the council unanimously approved all but
one of 15 proposed new laws pertaining to two back-to-back May motorcycle rallies,
though the restrictions would remain in place year round. The proposed ordinances
that were passed on first reading ranged from a ban on the operation of motor
vehicles that do not have required EPA (federal) stickers on their mufflers, to
prohibiting more than one vehicle parked in a single public parking space, to
implementing a mandatory helmet law and eye protection requirement for anyone
riding a motorcycle within city limits and authorizing authorities to impound their
motorcycles. The helmet ordinance also outlaws the sale or use of any non-DOT
compliant helmet in the city. In June the City Council not only passed a property-tax
increase dedicated to funding an anti-bike rally campaign, but also started the
process to enact ordinances aimed at ending motorcycle-related vending within city
limits. Another vote on the approved anti-rally measures is required before they can
become law, which may take place before riders arrive in Myrtle Beach for the
“Pilgrimage” fall bike rally, giving local police agencies an opportunity to begin
enforcing the new ordinances. Former Myrtle Beach Mayor Mark McBride, who once
said he'd like to use his car to "nudge" a biker who wore an offensive T-shirt, said he's
all for the city strictly enforcing the laws and said the city should bring in as many
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police officers as it needs. "If they enforce the laws,” McBride told the Sun News
“people will not want to come back if their good time is curtailed." 

CAN RISING MOTORCYCLIST FATALITIES BE BLAMED ON LACK OF HELMET LAWS? Author
Jacob Sullum begs the question in his article “Hit & Run” in Reason magazine’s
August 20th online edition, and goes on to answer those who blame the increase in
rider fatalities on the repeal of helmet laws in several states. Citing federal
government data that indicate the number of fatal motorcycle accidents rose in
2007 for the 10th consecutive year, hitting 5,154, 7 percent higher than the
2006 total, Sullum writes that “the chief culprit recently seems to be higher gas
prices, which have encouraged people to take advantage of motorcycles' vastly
superior fuel efficiency: Motorcycle ridership appears to be rising even as the total
miles for all vehicles drops....The highway safety authorities say that about 75
percent more motorcycles are registered today than 10 years ago. They suspect
each motorcycle is ridden more miles, but the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration says it does not have a reliable measurement of use. The lack of such
data makes it difficult to tell how much of an increase in fatalities following repeal
of a helmet law results from less helmet wearing and how much results from more
riding.” “While wearing a helmet reduces the risk of certain injuries,” continues
Sullum, “research suggests the overall impact on fatalities is modest. The
unimpressive numbers are one reason motorcyclists have been so successful at
defending their right to decide what, if anything, to wear on their heads. ‘We are the
only industrialized country in the world where there is an organized effort to
weaken or repeal motorcycle helmet laws,’ complains Russ Rader of the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety. Is that a sign of backwardness or a point of pride?”
Meanwhile, Forbes Magazine points out that a new study released recently by the U.S.
Department of Transportation found that “despite the relaxation of several state
helmet laws, motorcycle helmet use in fatal crashes climbed from 55% in 1997 to
57% in 2006.” In an August 25th article titled “Expensive Gas, Dangerous Roads”,
Forbes writer William Pentland says, “Although helmets are undoubtedly decisive in
some motorcycle accidents, the fact remains that the fatality rate for helmeted
motorcyclists has risen more rapidly than it has for unhelmeted motorcyclists in the
past three years. This suggests that factors other than helmet use have fueled the
rise of motorcycle fatalities. Enter gas prices.” Pentland’s research shows that
since at least the 1970s, motorcycle registrations have tracked the rise and fall
of gas prices. As prices rose in the 1970s, registrations followed. Similarly, in the
1980s, as gas prices fell, motorcycle registrations did too. During the 1990s,
motorcycle registrations remained low and only began rising in 2000 and 2001.
“Last year, the number of licensed motorcyclists hit an all time 
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high of 6,227,146,” says Pentland, “While the total number of miles traveled for
passenger cars fell in 2007 for the first time since 1994, the total number of
miles traveled for motorcycles not only increased, but reached a new record high.”

LOUD PIPES SAVE LIVES! Silent but deadly, a California lawmaker says electric and
hybrid cars and motorcycles may be good for the environment, but they’re bad news
for the blind. State Sen. Alan Lowenthal, a Long Beach Democrat, has pushed a bill
through the legislature to ensure that vehicles make enough noise to be heard by
the blind and visually impaired when they're about to cross a street. The state Senate
approved the bill on August 20 on a 23-12 vote and sent it to Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger, who according to the San Francisco Chronicle has not taken a
position.

FIGHTER DIES AFTER RUNNING OUT OF GAS UFC Star Evan Tanner whose body was found
in California’s Mojave Desert appears to have died from heat exhaustion after his
off-road motorcycle ran out of gas. The 37-year-old former Ultimate Fighting
middleweight champion was on a "cleansing" excursion and set out on foot in the
scorching heat of the after his bike lost steam. "What we were told is that (sheriff's
officials who found him) believe his motorcycle had run out of gas, so he went to
walk out in, like, 115- to 118-degree heat," said Douglas Vincitorio a member of Evan
Tanner's management team at Driving Sports Force. "He was miles away from his camp.
That's where the helicopter found him. Right now, they just think that he succumbed
to the heat." 

WEIRD NEWS: BIKER KILLED FOR HAULING HAMBURGER ON HIS HOG Luckily, most
bikers do not have to worry about being mobbed and killed over carrying some
hamburger on their bike, but in India it is a different story. An angry mob lynched a
man in an Uttar Pradesh village in May on suspicion that he was transporting cow meat
on his motorcycle, a police officer told Thaindian newspaper. Riding a motorcycle
in different countries carries different risks, but it appears that in India, surviving
a bike accident is nothing compared to residents finding out that you are carrying
cow meat, which is sacred. This type of incident shows that you should always
research the laws or religious practices before you go biking around in other
countries. 

TOUGHER IN ALASKA -- JUNEAU BIKER CULTURE SUBJECT OF MUSEUM Juneau has more
motorcycles per capita than most places in the United States even though there are
only 91 miles of road in the city shared by over a thousand motorcyclists, and is the
only capital not accessible by road. "That's pretty interesting," said Sarah Asper-
Smith, guest curator of a museum exhibit on local biker culture, adding there were
1,025 registered motorcycles in 2006 in Juneau. "That's something that runs
through the exhibit, is why do we have so many motorcycles in town when you can't
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drive out of town? I think it's that sense of freedom that Alaskans have in common."
"91 Miles to Ride: Juneau's Biker Culture" at the Juneau-Douglas City Museum
highlights Juneau biker culture with memorabilia and photographs, some of which
date to the 1930s, when there were a lot fewer roads. Also on display are four
classic motorcycles, including a 1924 Henderson Inline IV, a 1936 Harley-Davidson
Knucklehead, a 1946 Indian Chief, and a 9-foot-long 1975 customized chopper, all
on loan from local bikers. "The weather never really bothers us," said Craig “Oz”
Rasmussen, who has ridden his ’36 Harley from Dawson City, Yukon to Tijuana, Mexico
and is a member of the Southeast Alaska Panhandlers Motorcycle Club, which is
prominently featured in the exhibit along with the Southeast Alaska Tongass Chapter
of H.O.G. (Harley Owners Group), Juneau Alaska Bikers Advocating Training and
Education (ABATE), and other groups. 

NEW ZEALAND BARS BIKER PATCHES Biker patches are not welcome in central Timaru
and club members will have to remove their colors before entering some businesses.
“Businesses can now place stickers on their front doors stating that gang patches
and colours are not permitted to be worn on the premises,” reports the Timaru
Herald. Increasing gang activity prompted the joint initiative from Safer Communities
and the South Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, says the newspaper. All businesses
have the right to refuse entry as long as it is not seen as discrimination, and the
stickers are not classed as discrimination, say officials. The Chamber of Commerce
designed and paid for the printing of 100 stickers and is assisting in the distribution.
Chamber manager Dave Jack said more stickers will be printed if needed. Timaru mayor
Janie Annear said the stickers were just another tool to stamp out gang activity,
adding that they weren’t naive enough to think the gang problem was over and were
always thinking of new initiatives; “The battle is never totally won.” 

QUOTABLE QUOTE: “A government big enough to give you everything you want, is big
enough to take away everything you have.” Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) Patriot
and 3rd President of the United States 

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN

DATE FOR THIS MONTH
October 25, 2008 

11:30 am
VFW POST 4143

2404 Broadway (US 1)
Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
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Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073
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