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President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

The next three months are going to be a very busy time for the chapter. Our
second Annual event is fast approaching. The date as we all know is December 7th,
a day when Americans honor those who were in Pearl Harbor on that Sunday when
Imperial Japan attacked America and drug this country into the Second World War.
We have chosen a theme for this event to honor those who lost their lives there
and the men and women who have served this country and their selfless sacrifices
to defend America and to come to the aide of other nations who’s freedoms have
been threatened ever since. The name for the event is “ The Freedom Isn’t Free
Rally”. 

As always, there is much to be done and a short time to do it, I am asking for you
to come together with those members who have already made their commitment in
helping to organize and participate in running of this event to make it even more
successful than the last. We will be holding a planning meeting September 10th at
Lady Di’s at 7:30 PM. There will be memo’s sent via email with directions an
additional information as well on the chapter “Hot Line”. For those of you who
haven’t used the Hot Line it was made operational in order to keep members
without Internet access or an email address informed as to weekly chapter events
and functions. The number is 561-733-5187. The Hot Line is available to
everyone, we welcome all motorcyclist to check it out and if you would like more
information on ABATE or would be interested in participating in one of our rides
you can call a board member, our numbers are on the inside of the cover page.

To bring everyone up to date on some recent developments ABATE has been
accepted into the South Florida Confederation Of Clubs as members at large. This
honor was given to us at the last S.FL.CO.C. Meeting. It is a significant step
forward for ABATE in that, we now have an opportunity to hear the concerns of
their membership and inform them as to how they can assist us in having their voice
heard in regard to local and state issues that affect us all as motorcyclists. We
have always attended their meetings and have been allowed to update them on
legislative issues but I think with us now becoming members we have a much better
chance of gaining their support through interaction and possibly bring new
members into our chapter as a representative of their organizations. S.FL.C.O.C.
Support Patches are available with a $10 donation to S.FL.C.O.C. You can place
your order at the next chapter meeting.

In speaking with some of our members there has been an expressed interest in
gathering for a chapter ride, just getting together a riding somewhere just for 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
the fun of it. I thought it would be something we could do after the next chapter
meeting. One destination I thought of stands out in my mind and I think anyone who
has ever been to this location would agree Roland & Martins Resort would be a
great time for everyone. It’s located on the SW shore of Lake Okeechobee in
Clewiston, about 65 miles from Riviera Beach. They have great food very
reasonably priced, a huge tiki bar area with plenty of seating and a large parking
area. With all the events and functions we attend this would be a great way of
bringing us all a little closer together as Brothers and Sisters of this chapter.
I hope to you will plan to make this ride, it’s long over due and I’m sure you will
enjoy sharing a little friendship and brotherhood for the day.

For those that weren’t at the last meeting we reported the ABATE of Florida
agenda for the next legislative session. I was very glad to hear that the three key
issues being pursued are exactly those that I had proposed we take on as a
chapter for the next year. “Stiffer Penalties” for right of way violators (ROWV)
and red light runners that cause injury and death, a ban on the use of cell
phones while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and the reinstitution of drivers
education classes and courses in the Florida school system as well as adult
driver education courses. 

In my opinion these are all related, Irresponsible operation of a motor vehicle,
Iinattentional Blindness, distractions and allowing unqualified drivers to teach
others to drive. This legislation  needs to brought up again and again until our
legislators grasp the magnitude of the hazards they have created. We can not
allow “I didn’t see him” to become a plea of not guilty. The pre occupation of a
driver with blabbing on a cell phone or worse text messaging should carry the
same penalty as driving while intoxicated. Studies have proven that driving while
talking on a cell phone and even with “hands free” the intoxicated driver fared
better than the distracted cell phone user. I’m sure most kids get their primary
driver training from their parents, whom I’m sure they had seen talking on a cell
phone a time or two. So the parent basically sets a bad example and then
reprimands them for doing the same thing. Where did you learn to do that? I
learned it from watching you Mom and Dad, I learned it from watching you….
That’s before moving on to peer pressure. Where their friends introduce them to
the competition, the rules are simple, whenever someone does something stupid
you do the same thing and then try to “one up ‘em”. Without formal drivers
education this method of learning to drive will eventually degenerate to a
demolition derby with the rest of us as unwilling participants.

The educational process needs to begin in the pre teen years. Kids are riding
motorized two and three wheeled vehicles before middle school age, with little
or no instruction other than learning how to start them and twist the throttle 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
and hopefully how to stop. They are virtually unregulated and made available at
relatively inexpensive cost. Of course, parents are concerned about their child’s
safety and require them to wear a helmet. Probably the most practical use of the
helmet, given most helmets are rated safe up to 18 mph. But the safe operation
of the vehicle is where real problem begins. What do these kids see? Their older
brothers and sisters riding sport bikes. What do sport bike riders do? STUNTS! 
High-speed wheelies, sidesaddle riding, mounting and dismounting, (while the bike is
moving) burnouts and a verity of other mindless actions that appear to be sooo
coool. Almost invariably, whenever I ride past young kids the first thing I hear is
“do a wheelie”! These kids need to be taught to respect the bike or trike they are
riding and that it is not a toy. I believe given the circumstances, we are going to
have to work backwards in order to stop the flow of uneducated, unskilled
riders before they graduate to the larger displacement high speed sport bikes
that are claiming the lives of their older contemporaries.    

With the price of gas being what they are it is more and more people are looking
for options, an alternative means of transportation. Transitioning from their four
wheeled cages to two and three wheeled vehicles hence, their introduction to
scooters that require no driver’s license or tag. The people making this
transition are not required to complete a safety course. Just hop on and ride.
This will surely come back on us as motorcyclists. As sure as we live and breathe
the statistics for injury and accidental death will be related to the already
inaccurate and distorted percentages reported by the NSF, NTSB andothers will
include these vehicles as well. The problem it presents is, the more we try to
distance ourselves from these scooters and oversized scooters, the closer we
get to having our bikes reclassified as motor vehicles. Motorcycles, still maintain
the “recreational vehicle” status and we really need to keep our distance from
being reclassified. 

In a letter to Senator Atwater I am asking for his assistance in helping to
resurrect the “Stiffer Penalties” legislation. Considering Doc had it attached to
three separate Transportation Bills and all three were removed before the Bills
passed. I feel it was an irresponsible and senseless act of retaliation and too
serious a problem to let die before trying to bring it before the many new
representatives at the capitol after the elections. 

I urge everyone to make contact with the incumbent representatives and especially
the newly elected representatives while the adrenalin is still pumping. Writing
letters, sending emails and making calls is what we need to do to get their
attention before they get involved with other issues that only distract them. Be
sure to mention your voting district, any affiliations you may have within your
district. It’s always good to make a new friend.
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To bring everyone up to date on some recent developments ABATE has been
accepted into the South Florida Confederation Of Clubs as members at large.
This honor was given to us at the last S.FL.CO.C. Meeting. It is a significant
step forward for ABATE in that, we now have an opportunity to hear the
concerns of their membership and inform them as to how they can assist us in
having their voice heard in regard to local and state issues that affect us all
as motorcyclists. We have always attended their meetings and have been
allowed to update them on legislative issues but I think with us now becoming
members we have a much better chance of gaining their support through
interaction and possibly bring new members into our chapter as a
representative of their organizations.

ABATE Chapter Members only, S.FL.C.O.C. Support Patches are available with
a $10 donation to S.FL.C.O.C. You can place your order at the next chapter
meeting.

President’s Message - Cont’d

ABATE of Florida supports all motorcyclists across the board, become a member
and support the states only true motorcycle rights, safety and awareness
organization. 

Ride Free, Ride Safe 

Strongbow President
ABATE P.B.C.
president@abatepalmbeach.com 
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization

dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We
do not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of
a motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we
welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
we support motorcyclist’s rights, safety and awareness of all motorcyclists and
welcome the support your club or riding association as well as all independents,
regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride. 

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.
Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it’s your choice, it is your right to decide whether
wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect
your rights.

We are currently preparing for the opening of the new legislative sessions. Our
Legislative Agenda includes “Stiffer Penalties” for Right of Way Violators
(ROWV), still the number 1 killer of motorcyclists. A ban on Cell Phone use
while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and Mandatory Drivers Education
Courses and classes in the Florida School System. We need your support to make
our voice heard as motorcyclists.  

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,800 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 35
active chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of
the largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of
motorcyclists', Palm Beach County chapter can become a viable and influential
voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness. The chapter borders
will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact: 
Strongbow President - 561-482-4346
ABATE P.B.C. - President@abatepalmbeach.com
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NOVEMBER
Bob "Loop" Leupp 
Leo "Leo the Lion" Breault
Carlos "Amigo" Guerra
Eric  Arens
Steve   Pentek
Glenis "Warden" Lessard
Steve Thompson
Mario "Balsero" Gonzalez

Joseph "Grandpa" Pasquarella
Robert Wright
Francky McGowan
Bill Haythorn
Jamey "L.B.W." Valiquette
Christopher "Buzz" Mariani
Sim "Phantom" Wright
Richard "Road Kill Rick" Minton

Colin "Just One More" Sutherload
Douglas "Steeler" Risch
Lars "On Ice" Vinjenud
David "Santa Dave" Marchewka
Mark   Lenson
Michael "Hogman Mike" Seacrest

OCTOBER
Mike "Surfer" Kenney
J.F. Levi
Monique Levi
David "Dirty Dave" Mahon, Jr
Jim "Jimbo" Sherrow
Vicky "Spin Girl" Wojnar
Axel  "Axman" Wojnar
Jim "Cutter" Peters
Suzanne P.  Keen
James "Jimmy Les" Lesniak

Christopher Sharp
Robin Lee "Ohio" McDonald
Michael "Sailor" McDonald
Arthur "Bushwacker" Hebert
Frank "Frankie Fire" Baudo
Juan "Juan Roberto" Iglesias
Amy "Goddess"  Shelley
Claude "Frenchie" Fortin
Ray  Mikkelsen, III
Roger A.  Norwood

Jackie Manno
Dennis "Pops" Moneypenny
Lenny 'Uncle Fester" Hironimus

SEPTEMBER
Denise "Muffin" Pacitti
Mike "Tomcat" Thomas
Robbie  Caston
Jill "This is Jill"  Bernardino
Ray Edwards

Sara  Edwards
Eward  Koenig
Laura Ryan

AUGUST
Darlene "Stiletto" Kessaris
Steve "Lum" Sizemore
Lena "Talulah" Soldano
Deborah "Singapore" Knelson
Paul Donnelly
Christina  McDonald

Jeffrey A. McDonald
Jeff Horwitz
Mike Smith
Fred "Whitey" Wartberg
Ed Stevenson
Dan "Taz" DelCastillo

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your
membership or be deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure
to notify us of any change  of address to continue receiving your newsletter and

Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message

At our last Chapter meeting, Strongbow stressed adherence to
the “Cause” as members of ABATE of Florida, Inc. and added an
even more stringent adherence to that direction in stating that
ABATE is not a social club.  I totally agree with the mission and
cause of ABATE!  But, I don’t feel it is just that simple.  In

fact, I’ve recently spoken several active members who advised me that they were
extremely upset because of this very close-minded attitude and one even mentioned
that he would not be renewing his membership because of it.  So as a responsible
leader, there comes a point where we have to say “enough-is-enough” and jump in
head first!

When you deal with very complex and complicated issues that have a monumental
effect on a person’s freedom you can’t just deal with the issues, you have to
deal with the people also!  One of the best ways to communicate your views is
through conversation in a social environment.  I am an ABATE Motorcycle Safety
and Awareness Instructor.  I have been a teacher as well as a Director of
Education at a Florida trade academy.  I can tell you with a reasonable certainty
that we can get the message of our cause through to people better in a social
conversation with them, rather than talking at them.  To prove my point even
further, just take a moment and try to remember what stuck more in your mind
way, way, way back when you were in school; what was said in class or what you
were discussing at lunch?  You had to study class lessons to remember them,
didn’t you?  When you talk nothing but issues you begin to lose a person’s
attention, even if it is an extremely important issue to them.  

If you read my last Vice President’s Message you might remember I had written it
after having a very bad day.  As I sit here at the computer writing this article
reflecting on the day I had today, I have to tell you that today was the opposite
end of the spectrum from that day.  I had a truly terrific day riding with Lady Di,
Frenchie, Lil-Ray and his wife Sarah!  We met in Lantana, rode up to the Wings of
Gold MC’s Port St. Lucie Chapter’s Annual.  We had a great time socializing with a
lot of different MC members and independents.  Our conversations ranged from
totally social BS’ing to local and even National political issues.  So what I’m
saying is, although we are truly not a “Social Club” or any other club for that
matter, socializing is still an extremely important aspect of our association.  It is
a tool to get our message to more people.

It was said at our last meeting that we were only interested in members that are
dedicated to our cause and not riders who merely wanted people to ride with.  I
am telling you right here and now that I welcome any and all people for any and
all reasons to join Our Chapter!  I’ll tell you a quick story and then explain that.
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Vice President’s Message -Cont’d
Most of you know that my wife Kathy and I had a bar and grille in Boca.  A biker
and his wife started coming in for our bike night, bands and food.   They were new
to the area and looking for some good people to ride with, so I suggested they
come with me to one of Our Chapter meetings to meet our members and hear a bit
of what we are about.  Well it may have started out as a way to socialize with some
great people but now this couple are two of our most active members, in fact he
worked traffic at our last event and with the exception of one fifteen minute
break, stayed at his post for the whole event!  Who I am talking about is Lil-Ray,
our Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms and his wife Sarah.  These are two great people
who were initially just looking for people to ride with and personally I’ll take
Brothers and Sisters like them each and every day of the week!

What we do by opening our door to everyone, regardless of their initial
interests, is give us the opportunity to COMMUNICATE with them on varied levels. 
Once a member joins the very first opportunity we have to get them involved is
through our monthly newsletter.  Then we have Chapter Meetings, rides, weekly
e-mail, web site access and yes—dare I say it—Social Gatherings.  We are not all
convinced activists from the moment we sign our membership application.  All our
members are not dedicated political activists and in my view they don’t need to be. 
However, I do believe it is our responsibility as leaders to share information
regarding our rights and safety issues with our brothers and sisters in the
motorcycle community, as well as anyone else who will listen.  The thing is you
have to get their ear first!

If you’ll take a step back and really try to capture the outlook on world politics
you’ll probably agree with me that most or our problems throughout history
were caused by extremists and not realists.  I believe that when you are dealing
with such important issues, such as persons’ rights and freedoms, you have to
respect the fact that there must be a balance to achieve what is best for all.  To
achieve that balance we have to be willing to listen as well as demanding to be
heard.  Only then, when we have amassed a voice of like-minded, reasonable and
committed members will our cause be truly heard with an empowering strength
that must be dealt with.  

My Brothers and Sisters, we all have lives that go in so many directions and I am
betting that at some point we have all shared the confusion of not knowing which
way to turn.  Turning away from any one for any reason just does one thing, it
closes their ears to you!  We can not afford to do that.  So for my view, I
welcome all to our association for whatever reason, but I will then caution you,
once you are here and I have your ear, I will do my best to involve you in
responsibly supporting YOUR RIGHTS and I’m pretty damn good at it.  Then, while in 
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Vice President’s Message -Cont’d
the process of doing that as we inch forward, something wonderful happens… WE
ALL WIN!

I am dedicated to the “Cause” of ABATE of Florida, Inc.  I will listen to you at
whatever level is necessary to insure that I represent your thoughts as well as
mine.  But only together, can we ensure the future as free men and women.

Just remember… All you have to do to be heard is show up!
All you have to do to have what you say to count is show up and
VOTE!

Please feel free to write me with your comments on this article or any other issue
you would like to discuss!

John “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president
VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 
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Legislative Report Slow Motion

I heard a new issue at Turboz Jupiter Lanes Bike night this past
week. It has been a state law for some time that vertical license
plates are illegal. The story going around is the fine for first
offense is $1000, and second $3000 and year loss of
license. I contacted our ABATE State Legislative rep and he
send me this – “First - the horizontal license plate law has been
added to FS-316.2085 and is # 3 on the list. It also states (#
7) that a violation of this section is "a noncriminal traffic
infraction, punishable as a moving violation as provided in
chapter 318". Under 318 - I found the section that refers to

the $1000 fine and the escalation - but it specifically refers to violations of
316.1926 - not the horizontal tag section which again is 316.2085. Reading 318
is like doing your taxes with the long form... I've called a friend at the local
Sheriff's Office to see what they have for fines on this. Here is the answer from the
Sheriff's Office... A noncriminal traffic infraction, punishable as a moving violation
as provided in chapter 318 carries a $125.50 fine and 3 points on your driver's
license. There is no escalation of fines for repeating...” So the word going around
was probably confused too, but it does seem to be making riders and builders become
more aware of what we are facing,

The new Motorcycle Accident/Deaths reports are out and you may have read them if
you subscribe to the State Legislative page. They say bike deaths rose by 6%. As Doc
reported at August State meeting this probably in reality a drop of 5% due to their
15% range of error. So of course that brings back Mary Peters and the helmet
issue again as seen in links to two “news” articles. I plan on putting all these links
on our Legislative page.

Remember it is the cause of our rights that ABATE stands more. In this time of many
elections we need to get out and vote so our voice is heard. Learn about the
candidates and try to meet them. Be polite and courteous, they don’t expect that of
us. Hopefully soon we will get the scope of who is for or against us from our
lobbyist. 

And finally two things of importance I just had to repeat verbatim from state:

I've discovered that many voters are unaware of a law passed in 1998 that may effect
their participation in voting. I'd like to clarify this law and ask you to pass this
information on.

This information was copied directly from the Florida Department of Elections
website Quote: (pay attention to the italic/red section)

You must be registered for at least 29 days before you can vote in an election.
Since Florida is a closed primary state, only voters who are registered members of
a political parties may vote for their respective party's candidates in a primary
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election. Voters without party affiliation are not eligible to vote for party
candidates in a primary election. However, a constitutional amendment adopted in
1998 states that IF all candidates for an office have the same party affiliation and
the winner will have no opposition in the general election, all qualified voters,
regardless of party affiliation, may vote in the primary election for that office.
Party changes must be made by the end of the 29th day before the Primary Election.
If you are not registered to vote in the political party for which the primary
election is being held, you may vote for nonpartisan candidates and issues. …. 
This ten year old law (that many are not aware of) allows all registered voters,
regardless of their party affiliation, to vote - provided that all candidates running
for a position are of the same party affiliation and will have no opposition in the
final election.

Mike "Radar" Price State Legislative Director

Legislative Agenda Topics for 2009 Session …

- Stiffer Penalties for at-fault injury or death of a motorcyclist.
- Stiffer Penalties for Right-of-Way Violations – the largest cause of property
damage, injury and death.
- Restriction of devices causing distractions while driving – cell phones, text
messaging, GPS use, etc.
- Re-instatement of safety funds – now considered available to spend in areas
“other” then its intended use.
- Mandatory Driver’s Education Requirements
- Price protection on the required Motorcycle Rider’s Training Program to obtain
the motorcycle endorsement.
- Motorcycle Lemon-Law
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DON’T FORGET UPCOMING MEETING CHANGES 

NEXT MEETING IS CHANGED TO: SEPTEMBER 13, 2008 
OCTOBER MEETING IS CHANGED TO: OCTOBER 25, 2008
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DON’T FORGET UPCOMING MEETING CHANGES 

NEXT MEETING IS CHANGED TO: SEPTEMBER 13, 2008 
OCTOBER MEETING IS CHANGED TO: OCTOBER 25, 2008

From the 2008 Olympics

OOPS! FROM THE OLYMPICS.  

So far here are the top nine comments made by NBC sports commentators during
the Olympics that they would like to take back: 

1. Weight-lifting commentator: 'This is Gregorieva from Bulgaria . I saw her
snatch this morning during her warm up and it was amazing.' 

2. Dressage commentator: 'This is really a lovely horse and I speak from
personal experience since I once mounted her mother.' 

3. Paul Hamm, Gymnast: 'I owe a lot to my parents, especially my mother and
father.' 

4. Boxing Analyst: 'Sure there have been injuries, and even some deaths in
boxing, but none of them really that serious.' 

5. Softball announcer: 'If history repeats itself, I should think we can expect
the same thing again.' 

6. Basketball analyst: 'He dribbles a lot and the opposition doesn't like it. In
fact you can see it all over their faces.' 

7. At the rowing medal ceremony: 'Ah, isn't that nice, the wife of the IOC
president is hugging the cox of the British crew.' 

8. Soccer commentator: 'Julian Dicks is everywhere. It's like they've got
eleven Dicks on the field.' 

9. Tennis commentator: 'One of the reasons Andy is playing so well is that,
before the final round, his wife takes out his balls and kisses them... Oh my
God, what have I just said?'
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NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

GAS PRICES FUEL RECORD SCOOTER SALES Rising fuel prices
and recession fears have spurred nationwide interest in
motorcycles and scooters, and a new survey indicates more

people are considering two-wheelers due to soaring prices at the pump. PowerSports
Business reported in July that first half scooter sales increased by 65 percent,
validating a consumer trend towards more fuel efficient transportation. Other
sources published similar reports such as The New York Times', June 6, 2008 article
"As Gas Prices Soar, Scooters Grow in Popularity"; and The Wall Street Journal, May
21, 2008 article, "Fuel Efficient Scooter Use Takes Off." In an August 1, 2008
article in PowerSports Business, Yamaha Motor Co. reported that its U.S. retail
motorcycle new unit sales grew 12.4 percent compared to a year ago. With most
motorcycles averaging from 40 to 60 miles per gallon and many scooters averaging
up to 100 or more miles per gallon, a lot of people are now interested in acquiring
these vehicles for cost-conscious commuting. A recent PowerSports Business article
released the results of a survey conducted by Consumer Reports National Research
Center indicating that more than one-quarter of U.S. consumers are considering
purchasing a motorcycle or scooter. Eighteen percent are thinking of buying a
motorcycle while 14 percent are contemplating buying a scooter. "The era of
smaller, more fuel efficient vehicles is upon us," commented Anthony Havens, CEO of
Sparta financial and management services for the powersports industry. "Until
recently, motorcycles and scooters were considered the choice of enthusiasts, or
people who were just interested in fun and recreation. But, with gas prices
dramatically rising, a growing number of consumers are buying motorcycles and
scooters for extremely practical reasons." “In 1998, there were about 15,000
scooter sales, which represented about 5 percent of all licensable motorcycle
sales,” said Mike Mount, a spokesman for the Motorcycle Industry Council. “In 2007,
there were about 131,000 sales, which represents 15 percent of licensable sales.
It might be easy to think scooters and mopeds are only popular among teenage boys
itching to get their first taste of the open road, but sales figures indicate that both
scooters and mopeds are increasingly being purchased by a maturing demographic. In
1990, the median age for scooter owners was 26, according to a survey conducted
by the MIC, but by 2003 the median age jumped to 46. 

AMERICANS DRIVING LESS American driving has reached its eighth month of steady
decline, a trend officials say signals an urgent need for new forms of highway
financing to supplement the gas tax. New data released by the U.S. Department of
Transportation show that, since last November, Americans have driven 53.2 billion
miles less than they did over the same period a year earlier -- topping the 1970s’
total decline of 49.3 billion miles. Americans drove 4.7 percent less, or 12.2
billion miles fewer, in June 2008 than June 2007, based on vehicle-miles-traveled 
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data collected by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The decline is most
evident in rural travel, which has fallen by 4 percent -- compared to the 1.2 percent
decline in urban miles traveled -- since the trend began last November. As Americans
drive fewer miles, less revenue is generated for the Highway Trust Fund from
gasoline and diesel sales -- 18.4 cents per gallon and 24.4 cents per gallon,
respectively. During the first quarter of 2008, motorists consumed nearly 400
million fewer gallons of gasoline, or about 1.3 percent less than during the same
period in 2007, and 7 percent less -- or 318 million gallons -- of diesel. “We can’t
afford to continue pinning our transportation network’s future to the gas tax,” said
U.S. Transportation Secretary Mary E. Peters. “Advances in higher fuel-efficiency
vehicles and alternative fuels are making the gas tax an even less sustainable support
for funding roads, bridges and transit systems.” In California, a Pay-As-You-Go tax
surcharge measure has already cleared its first legislative hurdle. 

U.S. TRAFFIC DEATHS DROP TO LOWEST LEVEL IN A DECADE Traffic deaths in the United
States declined last year, reaching the lowest level since 1994, reported the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Some 41,059 people were killed in
highway crashes, down by more than 1,600 from 2006. It was the fewest highway
deaths in a year since 1994, when 40,716 people were killed. The fatality rate of
1.37 deaths for every 100 million miles traveled in 2007 was the lowest on record,
NHTSA said in its report. Motorcycle deaths increased for the 10th straight year.
There were 5,154 motorcycle deaths last year, compared with 4,837 in 2006. The
increased deaths have come while the number of registered motorcycles has
surpassed 6 million, compared with 3.8 million in 1998, and vehicle miles traveled
have risen. Transportation officials said they plan to target motorcyclists in a $13
million anti-drunken-driving advertising campaign running during the Labor Day holiday.
The department also has discussed new safety and training standards for novice
riders, increased training for law enforcement and curbing counterfeit safety-
labeling of helmets. 

INCREASING FATALITIES MAKE MOTORCYCLES A TARGET As more people turn to two-
wheel transportation, tripling the number of new motorcycles hitting the road over
the past decade, the corresponding increase in motorcycle accidents and fatalities
has made motorcyclists a target for stiffer regulations, stricter safety standards
and select enforcement. State and federal officials fear the problem could grow as
higher gas prices push more first-time riders toward motorcycling without proper
training and licensing. "With gas prices on the increase, more people are riding
motorcycles to work," said South Carolina trooper Lance Cpl. Bob Beres. "They're
not just using them for leisure." Most motorcyclists who died during a recent 18-
month period studied by the S.C. Highway Patrol either had a beginner's license or no
license at all, and troopers worry that inexperience could put newer riders at
greater risk. Of the 99 fatal motorcycle crashes they investigated from July 2006
to December 2007, 36 riders had beginner's licenses -- the same number as those
with a regular license. Twenty-five had no license and two had expired licenses. 
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Motorcycle riders were at fault in about three-quarters of the fatal crashes. The
major causes were speeding, failing to yield the right of way and driving under the
influence. The S.C. Highway Patrol was awarded a $75,000 grant to create a Ride
Smart safety campaign aimed at motorcyclists, particularly beginning riders. Law
enforcement agencies nationwide are stepping up efforts to curb rising fatalities by
targeting motorcycles. As part of a state funded Saving Lives program, the California
Highway Patrol conducted a sweep of the 605 freeway looking for motorcyclists not
obeying traffic laws, high handlebars and improper helmets, and will be keeping a
closer eye on cyclists in highly concentrated areas through the summer. They
ticketed 62 motorcyclists, 21 of which didn't have a motorcycle license. Officers
impounded the 21 bikes. In Ohio, the Ohio Highway Patrol will reportedly be targeting
motorcycle runs and stopping riders to check for sobriety, motorcycle
endorsements and loud pipes. The National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) has
recently taken the New York State Police and NYS Dept. of Motor Vehicles to task
for setting up discriminatory “Safety Check” roadblocks for motorcyclists en route
to large rallies, threatening a class-action lawsuit through Aid to Injured
Motorcyclists (AIM), but meanwhile other states are taking similar targeted actions
toward motorcycle riders under the pretense of safety concerns. 

UTAH ENACTS TIERED LICENSING FOR MOTORCYCLISTS Effective July 8, 2008, Utah
will begin using a tiered licensing system for motorcycle endorsements. - If a rider
tests on a 90cc or less motorcycle or scooter they will be restricted to 90cc or
less. - If a rider tests on a 249cc or less motorcycle or scooter they will be
restricted to 249cc or less. - If a rider tests on a 649cc or less motorcycle or
scooter they will be restricted to 649cc or less. - If a rider tests on a motorcycle
or scooter larger than 650cc they will be allowed to ride any motorcycle or
scooter. If a rider takes a motorcycle safety class on a 250cc, successful
completion will waive the riding part of the license test for an up to 649cc
endorsement. To get an endorsement for motorcycles above 649cc riders must use a
larger motorcycle in the safety class. To use your own bike in a class you must have
a permit, registration, and insurance. If a rider currently rides a motorcycle over
649cc they may obtain a skill test waiver by successfully completing a License Waiver
Experienced Rider Course (ERC), a 5 hour course that costs $85. 

OKLAHOMA MAY OUTLAW GANGS State Rep. Paul Wesselhoft (R-Oklahoma City) told the
Tulsa World newspaper that he wants to outlaw gangs by passing a law to enable gang
members to be charged with a misdemeanor, even though he admits that such a law
might not pass constitutional muster. Tim Hock, vice president of the Oklahoma Gang
Investigators Association, said he strongly endorses Wesselhoft's efforts, and that
allowing gang members to be charged with a misdemeanor would give officers the
means to interrogate them about criminal activity in the community. Tulsa Police Chief
Ron Palmer said, "There are various types of gangs -- outlaw motorcycle gangs, white
supremacy groups, Asian, Hispanic and African American gangs." They can be identified
by gang names, tattoos and, in some cases, the color of clothes they wear, he said. 
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But Andrew Spiropoulos, a law professor at Oklahoma City University, said lawmakers
"have to be very careful when they legislate gang membership as illegal, because
under the First Amendment, a person cannot be prosecuted because they are a member
of a group." He said a person can be prosecuted only for conduct. "Generally, what
states and cities have done is that they usually attack some activity in addition to being
a gang member," he said. “This is very disturbing news,” relayed Tiger Mike Revere,
State Coordinator of ABATE of Oklahoma and member of the National Coalition of
Motorcyclists (NCOM) board of directors, “We'll have to keep a very close eye on
this one in Oklahoma, as this type of legislation passed in other states, as in
California and Ohio, has been used to directly discriminate against and harass
Motorcycle Clubs, and not just 1%ers.” 

BAR OWNER ACCUSES POLICE OF DISCRIMINATING AGAINST HER PATRONS A Green Bay,
Wisconsin bar owner says the police department is discriminating against her because
of her clientele. Kim VandenBusch says 75 percent of the regulars at Kimmers Bar &
Grill are members of a motorcycle club. Last week the city granted the owner a
liquor license with a unique stipulation. The police department asked her to hang a
sign in the bar that says "No club colors," referring to the back patches worn by
motorcycle club members. "I was very much under duress on signing that because
they said if I didn't sign it I wouldn't get my license," VandenBusch told WBAY-TV, adding
that it's unfair because the bar has a good track record with the police department. "I
felt it was very wrong. I felt it was discriminating. It should be up to the owner of
the establishment to decide what clientele they want." But the police department has
every right to do this. Last year the city passed an ordinance that says every
establishment wanting a liquor license must first have its business plan approved by
the police department. Police Captain Bill Galvin said, “There can be fights,
shootings, drug dealing, drug usage, things like that occurring at places where
these gang members hang out." Galvin says putting up a simple sign will eliminate
potential problems, but VandenBusch hasn't put one up yet. Instead, she's appealing
to the Protection and Welfare Committee. 

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "I think legislative assaults on motorcyclists are totally emotional,
disproportionate and totally unfair... They are instigated and implemented by people
who know nothing about motorcycling, but have a prejudice. It's easy to curb the
freedoms of others when you see no immediate impact on your own." Malcolm Forbes
(1919-1990), publisher & avid motorcyclist 

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN

DATE FOR THIS MONTH
September 13, 2008 

11:30 am
VFW POST 4143

2404 Broadway (US 1)
Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
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Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073
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