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President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

We are rapidly approaching our third year as a chapter, it seems like it was yesterday
when D Man and I were in Brooksville to receive the honor of becoming a
resurrected chapter in Palm Beach County. There were skeptics among other
chapters and even the State Board had their doubts, having had three failed attempts
at establishing a chapter here. But I made it my goal and my commitment to bring a
voice to the Palm Beach motorcycle community. I remember sitting in on a meeting with
our Brothers of the American Legion Riders now A.L.R. Post 268 at the Alamo in
Delray Beach to ask for their support. Their enthusiasm and generosity was
overwhelming and an inspiration. Our first meeting was held there and most of our
first members were American Legion Riders. Their support and loyalty to our chapter
is an example of Brotherhood and dedication to our cause. We as ABATE Palm Beach
Chapter members owe much of our success to them. 

When we had our first meetings in Delray they were there for us and offered us a
home base, they held Horseshoes and BBQ’s after our meetings to keep people
around and helped to bring   attention to what we were doing and brought more
members in from other Legion Posts as well as independents through out the county.
They introduced us to The VFW Riders Post 4143 who had opened their door to us a
year ago and gave us our current home base and have always made us feel like family.
ALR 268, were also the largest group to attend our 1st Annual event. Their
continued support is nothing short of humbling in my opinion. I would like to express
my sincerest gratitude to Loop and the crew of A.L.R. 268 for their support. I
would also like to thank the members of A.L.R.’s 277, 162 and 142 for becoming
members of our extended family as members of our chapter and for always being
there to ride with us and represent ABATE P.B.C. as well as members of their Post.
Thank you my Brothers and Sisters.

Our chapter has come a long way since then, we have grown and prospered thanks to
the efforts of a handful of dedicated members that had made their commitment and
stuck to it for the past two years. I think we have a great Board in place and I am very
confident in everyone and their ability to perform their duties and to take our
chapter to the next level. But, it’s not just the Board that has taken us to this
juncture there are several people that have done so much to give us a presence at
events and Bike Nights manning our booth, passing out fliers, promotional materials,
safety and legislative information and working within the motorcycle community gain
support from local businesses as advertisers and drop off points for our
newsletter. There are also those who have been there for the chapter to pick up and
distribute our newsletters as well as handling the monthly mail outs. I salute each 
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President’s Message 
and every one of you that have stepped up and performed those tasks voluntarily and
have done your part above and beyond the call of duty. 

Palm Beach is one of the largest counties in the state and has the potential to swing
a big stick in the legislative representation we have in Tallahassee. This is what
motivated me to re-open a chapter here. I realized the need for motorcyclists to be
represented in the vast expanse of Palm Beach County. This is where you come in as a
member of this chapter. I am asking all of you that are not registered voters to sign
up in your district and those of you who are registered to provide the names and
contact information for your local representatives. This action will prove to be
invaluable when the legislative sessions open in September.

There needs to be a concentrated effort placed on gaining the support of local
representatives on three key issues. The first and probably the most important issue
is the “Stiffer Penalties” Bill. This suffered a killing blow last session due to a
letter threatening the life of Representative Carlos Cantera author of HB 137, not
by a motorcyclist but a member of a car club who goes by the name of “Bull Frog” in
Broward County. Resurrecting this Bill may prove to be our greatest challenge but
it needs to be done and it needs to be done in a very short time frame. (ROWV) Right Of
Way Violations are increasing and an already bad situation will undoubtedly get
progressively worse. 

Driver Education in Florida school systems must be reinstated as a mandatory
requirement. The program had been suspended because of corruption within the
system itself. We cannot afford to allow our youth continue to get behind the wheel
without proper instruction and education. The failures of our educational system in
my opinion, was an experiment gone terribly wrong. Passing students on to the next
grade without them successfully completing the assignments of the previous grade is
just another way of saying it’s ok to be irresponsible and unaccountable. On the
roadways those two things alone spell disaster. Combine that with the distractions of
cell phone use and text messaging while operating a motor vehicle of any kind and we
have allowed deadly phenomena to occur called “inattentional blindness”, which now
begins to develop in the pre teen years.

The use of cell phones and other communication devices while driving, which we all
know has reached epidemic proportion. We’ve all been affected by it in one way or
another and yet it has become so common place and accepted that our legislators
have all but blown it off as something we’ll just have to adapt to. Other states
already have laws in place and actually enforce to restrict use of these devices. Why
haven’t we, as Florida residents demanded similar legislation in a state already famous
for some of the most dangerous drivers in the country. Our efforts in Tallahassee
were met with an attempt to appease proponents of the Bill by considering restricting
the use to “Hands Free” devices only. That is not the solution, it does little if
anything to eliminate the danger this phenomena creates. We will need to continue to 
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President’s Message 
support our lobbyist by communicating with our legislators. They need to know that
Doc is our voice, he is there to represent us as members of ABATE of Florida and as
members of the motorcycle community. We can’t expect him to go it alone we need to
provide the back up. 

I sincerely hope you will consider taking time to write letters, make phone calls and
or send emails to these representatives this month. Not just to those who support us
but those who have come out in opposition, they are the one’s we need to reach.
Remember one voice can represent a thousand other voices if they continue to send
the same message. Your voice needs to be heard.

In closing I hope to see more of our members out riding together to the many events
and gatherings. I’m sure those who have been giving up their time and efforts manning
our booth would greatly appreciate having you stop by to lend a hand or just stop
by to say hello and thanks for all they do for our chapter.

See you all at our next meeting.

Ride Free, Ride Safe

Strongbow President - ABATE P.B.C.
president@abatepalmbeach.com 
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization

dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We do

not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of a
motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome

your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
Our most recent victories include the passing of Bill HB1697 requiring stiffer

penalties for a motorist turning left in front of another motorist, one of the leading
causes of injury and death to motorcyclist'. A reformed bill regarding "Ape Hangers"
has also been passed, handlebars are now to be measured from the riders shoulders

rather than the seat. We also helped beat down legislation proposed by Senator
Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on an amendment to the transportation, reauthorization bill

(SAFE-TEA) that would re-institute a federal helmet law for all riders by denying
federal transportation and safety dollars to that state

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.

Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it's your choice, it is your right to decide whether

wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect your
rights.

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,000 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 30 active

chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of the
largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclist',
a Palm Beach County chapter would become a viable and influential voice in raising
motorcycle rights, safety and awareness.This chapter borders will be primarily

Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact:

 Strongbow President ABATE P.B.C. 561-482-4346
President@abatepalmbeach.com
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JULY
Ken "Khendawg" Streich
James "Trucker" Merritt
Faith "Coyote" Cote

James "TY" Warren
Ron Foster

AUGUST
Darlene "Stiletto" Kessaris
Steve "Lum" Sizemore
Nubia E.  Downs
Dwayne A.  Downs
Lena "Talulah" Soldano
Deborah "Singapore" Knelson
Paul Donnelly

Christina  McDonald
Jeffrey A. McDonald
Jeff Horwitz
Mike Smith
Fred "Whitey" Wartberg
Ed Stevenson
Dan "Taz" DelCastillo

OCTOBER
Mike "Surfer" Kenney
J.F. Levi
Monique Levi
David "Dirty Dave" Mahon, Jr
Jim "Jimbo" Sherrow
Vicky "Spin Girl" Wojnar
Axel  "Axman" Wojnar
Jim "Cutter" Peters
Suzanne P.  Keen
James "Jimmy Les" Lesniak

Christopher Sharp
Robin Lee "Ohio" McDonald
Michael "Sailor" McDonald
Arthur "Bushwacker" Hebert
Frank "Frankie Fire" Baudo
Juan "Juan Roberto" Iglesias
Amy "Goddess"  Shelley
Claude "Frenchie" Fortin
Ray  Mikkelsen, III
Roger A.  Norwood

Mike "Bulldog" Figueroa
John "Lefty" Lefkowitz
Jackie Manno
Dennis "Pops" Moneypenny
Lenny 'Uncle Fester" Hironimus

SEPTEMBER
Denise "Muffin" Pacitti
Mike "Tomcat" Thomas
Michael "Zim" Zimmer
Robbie  Caston
Jill "This is Jill"  Bernardino

Ray Edwards
Sara  Edwards
Eward  Koenig
Laura Ryan

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your
membership or be deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure
to notify us of any change  of address to continue receiving your newsletter and

Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message

I had my Vice President’s Message almost complete.  I had planned
on polishing it up a bit and sending it.  But, after where I have
just been and what I have just seen I just can’t bring myself to do
it, so I’ve trashed everything I had written and am starting again.
This one is probably going to be a bit more difficult for me to

write because I am really in a pretty bad mood and those of you that know me well
realize that is a pretty rare circumstance.  Also, ABATE of Florida guidelines for
articles prevent me from using any kind of profanity.  So like I said, this is definitely
going to be a challenge.

I was actually feeling pretty good this morning and was really enjoying the ride up
State Road 7 to the Veterans Cemetery in Lantana.  It was a beautiful day--not raining
for a change--I was going to pay my final respects to Margate Police Officer Michael
McQuade.  He was killed last Friday morning on Coconut Creek Parkway in Coconut
Creek while off duty and riding his personal motorcycle.  Reports are that an SUV
operated by Loize Augusme turned left across his right-of-way and his motorcycle
collided with the SUV.  He died at the scene.  As usual, “Police are still investigating
the crash”, but I am hoping that because it was a Brother Officer they’re looking at
it real hard.

Before today, anyone that read the Sun-Sentinel article could have known almost as
much as I knew about the former US Marine and Margate Police Officer.  Now as you
keep on reading I’ll try to share some experiences and insights I have that helped me
get to know him better.  

First I need to take you back exactly 24 hours before Officer McQuade was killed.
As most of you know I am an ABATE of Florida Motorcycle Safety and Awareness
Program (MSAP) Instructor.  Last Thursday from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM I was
lecturing to the Drivers Education Class of Coconut Creek High School, this school
is located just a short distance from where 24 hours later, Loize Augusme would
kill Police Officer Michael McQuade.  Late morning was right around when the first
class of Drivers Education students would have been watching our ABATE MSAP DVD
and learning the dangers of carelessly turning left across the right-of-way of a
motorcycle.  When instructing that part of the MSAP class I had always taken special
care in explaining the hazards of failing to yield to oncoming motorcycles but in the
four classes since that fateful morning for Officer McQuade I stop the DVD to
relate his story to the class in the hope that his death might save someone from the
same fate.  Also, I share my hopes with the class that none of them will ever have to
go through the anguish, fears, pain and self questioning that I truly hope Loize
Augusme is experiencing.  

Back to today.  I got there fifteen or twenty minutes before the motorcade escorted
by a wealth of Motor Police Officers entered the cemetery followed by a hundred or
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
more Police Cars from departments all over the State.  The Margate Police, US
Marines and other police Honor Guards were waiting to lay Officer McQuade to rest
with the honor he was due.  His American Flag Draped coffin was escorted to his
repose by a US Marine Honor Guard as a police bagpipe played in the background.
Taps and a shotgun salute were offered as well as full Military Honors.  All-in-all, a
very touching and befitting ceremony but as I looked around, all I could concentrate
on was the pain.  I looked at his wife, parents, brother, friends, brother officers and
I could tell that the only honor that they really wanted but would never again feel,
was the honor of his presence among them again.  They spoke of his warmth, love and
friendship.  I could see the pain in all of them.  It brought back many memories and I
again felt the hollowness in my chest and sickness in my stomach from attending so
many funerals.  When is this all going to stop?  The answer is never!  Unless we do
something about it!

I am sick and tired of going to funerals and seeing all of the pain that irresponsible
morons cause to our Brothers and Sisters with absolutely NOTHING being done about
it!  I am full committed to do all I can as YOUR Vice President to bring our Palm Beach
Biker Community together for a safe and successful future for ALL of us.

I truly believe that everyone is not necessarily against us but more than that most
people are ignorant of just who we are.  I also believe that to succeed in changing
their perception of us we need to communicate with them on a reasonable level that
will inform everyone who we are and not confirm their stereotypical misperception of
Bikers.   I think that the best place to start is in our own community.  

In the past, we as a Chapter have been remiss in involving ourselves in our own Bilker
community.  ABATE Palm Beach Chapter is as diverse of a Biker organization that there
is, with the exception of one group, Motorcycle Clubs.  Our Chapter does have
scattered MC members who have paid their annual membership fee, but few are truly
involved with us.  This is our fault because we have not taken the initiative to reached
out to them.  We need to get the entire motorcycle community to unite and stand
together to fight for stiffer penalties to any vehicle operator who injures a
motorcyclist in a violation of our right-of-way.  We need to get our Motorcycle
Safety and Awareness Program in front of the community.  We need to show our
politicians and lawmakers that they ignore and discriminate against us at their own
political peril.  We desperately need to organize!

Palm Beach County has the greatest potential for growth of an organized motorcycle
and Biker community than anywhere else in South Florida.  My thoughts are why not
start with the Motorcycle Clubs, South Florida Presidents Council and South Florida
Confederation of Clubs.  They have displayed the organizational skills and
cooperation that has distinguished them across the Country.  They already have the
communication networks established that has proven to be successful for years.  
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
Then looking it from their point of view I have to ask myself, what’s in it for them?  I
have to honestly answer, for right now, not very much.  But, they didn’t get to be as
successful as they are by not having leaders who are not insightful enough to look
into the future and see what could be.  This gives us an opportunity.  The small
openings that we have are the SFLPC Calendar Events and the Motorcycle Clubs Open-
house nights.  We NEED to be there! We need to ride with them when invited.  We need
to get to know them as much as much as they need to know us!  When that happens we
will ALL reap the benefits of a true Palm Beach County Biker Community and a
stronger identity in the South Florida Biker Community.

It has been proven time-after-time that there is strength in numbers.  We need to stand
together to fight for our freedom and our basic right for our subculture to
survive. I plan to attend every SFLPC Calendar Event and all the MC Open-houses that
I can.  For the good of our Palm Beach County Biker Community I call on you, our
members to ride with me.  You might just find out, as I have, that while securing a
successful future, you’ll be having one hell of a great time too! 

Today we pray to God to accept the Soul of Police Officer Michael McQuade and that
He by His love for us can lessen the pain of our fallen Brothers’ loved ones.    

Just remember… All you have to do to be heard is show up!
All you have to do to have what you say to count is show up and
VOTE!

John “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president
VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 
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Terry Hardin (center) and her sons Kyle,
17, and Keith, 15, and dog Dia (left)
pose at their home in Jupiter, prior to
heading to Palm Beach International
Airport to greet Army Spc. Kevin Hardin,
who was wounded in Iraq. About 250
were on hand to welcome him at PBIA.
"We're lucky to still have him," said Kyle.
"That's all that matters."

A sign of
encouragement for
Hardin

A Hero's Welcome Home 

Terry Hardin's son, 22-year-old Army Spec. Kevin Hardin, would be back Saturday
night - his first time home since a missile blew past him Sept.
30 and lodged him at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in
Washington, where he still is being treated 10 months later.

Army Spec. Kevin Hardin was driving a Humvee Sept. 30 in
Samarra, Iraq, when something similar to a rocket-propelled
grenade - meant for a tank - hit the Humvee instead, blasting
through it and past Hardin, shattering the bones in his arms
and hands, leaving him without a thumb and forefinger and
with shrapnel embedded in his brain.

Terry Hardin called and e-mailed some people, who called and
e-mailed more people, tapping into Forgotten Soldiers
Outreach and the Patriot Guard, a biker group that more
often escorts hearses, plus the American Legion and its
11th District commander, David Knapp, who snapped to
attention and zapped the word around himself.

At 10 p.m. Saturday, the Concourse C entrance at Palm
Beach International Airport brimmed with more than 200 people lining the
passageways: children, adults, politicians, neighbors, the mechanic who worked on
Kevin's antique car, some veterans in pressed uniforms and bikers in black leather.
Many held U.S. flags. 
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Among the 250 on hand at PBIA to
welcome Hardin home was this
contingent of motorcyclists.

Hardin's mother,
Terry Hardin, holds
a dog tag bearing
her son's photo
that she's been
wearing. "I got it at
Fort Hood when he
deployed," she said.
"I wore it 24/7
while he was gone,
no matter what."  

Hardin exits PBIA with friend Lillian
May on Saturday night.

A Hero's Welcome Home 

Those bikers in black leather were The
American Legion Riders of Posts 268,
162 and The Patriot Guard. 

Excerpts from a story in the Palm Beach
Post 
By SUSAN SPENCER-WENDEL
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer
Sunday, August 03, 2008
pictures by: Bruce R. Bennett The Post
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Legislative Report Slow Motion
WHAT ARE MOTORCYCLE RIGHTS?
(From ABATE FL Legislative site- Getting Started)

You are not a second class citizen just because you chose to
ride a motorcycle. You have the same rights decreed by the
Declaration of Independence as anyone else. You pay taxes
and you are not a public burden. Your mode of transportation
may be a minority on the roads, but your right to use the
roads is not any less than someone else’s.  Your mode of
dress may be different but it is not wrong. You have the right

to have insurance that covers you while riding. The government, whether it is
local, state or national, should not infringe upon those rights. You should be
treated with the same respect that is afforded to the non-riding citizens.

You have the Right to choose your elected officials no matter what anyone else
says.   It is your right to mark your ballot as you see fit.  You are guaranteed the
right to question your government and to take action if deemed necessary.  In the
Declaration of Independence you are guaranteed the right of "Life, Liberty and he
Pursuit of Happiness".  Do not take these rights lightly, many people have died to
protect these rights and it is time for all of us to stand up and show they have 
not died in vain.  If you need convincing go to Arlington National Cemetery and see
the graves of our fallen heroes, got to the War Memorials and finally stand in
front of the United States Capitol Building where all the members of the
legislative branches meet and swear you will fight to protect your rights and the
rights of our Brothers and Sisters and not let our fallen heroes down because
they gave the ultimate sacrifice.  If we don't protect these rights they will
disappear into a mist lost forever with no footnote in history!

ELECTIONS and CANDIDATES

Having elected officials that support motorcycle rights in office is our goal. To
do this we need to support those candidates that support us. We work towards
creating a rapport with all the legislators and officials. Candidates need to
qualify for the election and follow all election laws.

Candidates need help and support on the campaign. Campaigning is expensive not
only in monetary terms but also time. Contribute your time, whether is it putting a
sign up in your yard or standing on a street corner holding one. There is no
better way to create a relationship with a legislator than helping get him elected.
To find out more about laws governing elections links are available on ABATE

Florida site 
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SunPass' new Mini stickers won't work on motorcycles
SunPass' new Mini stickers won't work on motorcycles

August 11, 2008

Many motorcyclists rejoiced when the
$4.99 SunPass Mini windshield
stickers debuted on July 1. 

Finally, a no-fuss alternative to the
box-shaped transponders that are
tough to keep from falling off or
being stolen, not to mention
impossible to shield from the rain.

There's just one problem: The sticker
tags don't work on motorcycles.

That's what Gregory Pius of
Wellington discovered after he
already paid for the tag, filled it with
prepaid tolls and stuck it on the
windscreen of his BMW motorcycle.

Now he says he can't remove it
without damaging the screen's
protective coating.

Pius, a technology manager for a
local wireless company who loves
gadgets, decided to buy a tag because
there's no suitable spot to keep the
bigger transponder on his
motorcycle. Every time he passes
through a toll plaza, he has to
reach down to pop open his glove
box so the transponder can be
detected by the SunPass sensors.

Pius did his homework before he made
the purchase. He read SunPass' Web
site and the paperwork that comes
with the tag.

Nothing mentioned motorcycle
windscreens won't work.

Turnpike officials acknowledged the
mistake last week and said they have
taken steps to correct it.

On the SunPass Web site, in red
letters under the link for the
SunPass Mini, it now says the sticker
tags "will only operate when affixed
to glass windshields. They are not
designed for use on motorcycles."

In order for the sticker tags to
work, they must be mounted to a
glass windshield. The glass functions
as an antenna to amplify signals
exchanged between an overhead
device and the tag so tolls can be
debited electronically.

Packaging for future tags will
include a disclaimer about
motorcycles. Officials also have
contacted motorcycle shops and
riders' clubs to help spread the
word.

"We will continue to sell what's
already in stores," said turnpike
spokeswoman Nicole Kalil. "We're
telling motorcyclists who may have
purchased a Mini to go back to the
store where they made the purchase
for a refund and a get portable
transponder. All of our retailers
have been notified that customers may
be returning the Minis."
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Broward, Palm Beach and Miami-Dade counties have about 161,000 licensed
motorcyclists, according to the state Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles. Between July 1 and Thursday, the turnpike sold 60,476 Mini tags. 

In the meantime, Pius wants the turnpike to pay to replace his windscreen. His
dealership says it will cost about $400.

Kalil said SunPass customer service reps are telling people they can remove the
tags with Goo Gone, a household cleaner.

But Pius said BMW calls that a bad idea, recommending that only water be used to
clean the windscreen.

"There's no way I'm getting this tag off without taking the ultraviolet- and scratch-
resistant coatings with it," he said. "I'm going to be left with a SunPass-sized hole
on it."

Michael Turnbell can be reached at mturnbell@sun-sentinel.com, 954-356-4155
or 561-243-6550.
Copyright © 2008, South Florida Sun-Sentinel
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NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

INTEREST IN MOTORCYCLES SOARS WITH FUEL PRICES Motorcycle
and scooter sales across the nation are booming as drivers look

for ways to trim the cost of soaring gas prices, but the rush of inexperienced riders
hitting the road has had deadly consequences. 

NADA Guides, which publishes a well known book of used vehicle prices, reported that
the number of people researching motorcycle purchases has increased nearly 50% over
last year. 

Scooter sales jumped 24 percent nationwide in the year's first quarter, according to the
Motorcycle Industry Council. While new motorcycle sales were lagging on the whole,
those with smaller engines that get better gas mileage saw an upturn, according to MIC
spokesman Mike Mount, adding that used motorcycle sales also are climbing. 

The small fuel-efficient vehicles are easy on the mileage and the pocketbook, which has
made them wildly popular with gasoline prices surpassing $4 a gallon. Depending on
engine size, motorcycles can get between 40 and 60 miles per gallon of gas. Scooters,
which tend to be smaller and easier to drive, can reach 100 miles per gallon or more.
That's attracting newbies, dealers say, with many new buyers citing the price at the pump
as their primary motivation for turning to two-wheel transportation.

According to a recent report by the Governors Highway Safety Association (GHSA),
motorcycle sales have tripled from 1997 to 2006, from 356,000 to almost 1.1
million, while motorcycle fatalities more than doubled from 2,110 in 1997 to 4,810 in
2006. 

Last year, the GHSA asked state highway safety agencies to complete a survey on
motorcycle safety activities designed to curb the annual increase in motorcycle crashes. 
The surveys revealed "a patchwork of helmet laws," with only nine states and Puerto Rico
indicating special efforts to help law enforcement identify helmets that don't meet
federal safety standards. Rider training courses have been overly strained due to the
influx of new motorcyclists and, as a result, 29 states "indicated they have capacity
problems with delays ranging from one day to 12 weeks for training classes. Only three
states, Florida, Maine, and Rhode Island require rider education for all riders,
regardless of age," according to the association. The report also says many
motorcyclists drive without valid licenses: In 2006, 25 percent of operators in fatal
motorcycle crashes did not have a valid motorcycle license, compared to 13 percent of
drivers of passenger vehicles.

GEORGIA TURNS SPEEDERS INTO FUEL PUMPS  It's a ridiculous concept, reports the
National Motorists Association (NMA), but somehow it seemed inevitable. Check out this
story from USA Today: The surging price of gasoline has come to this: a "fuel surcharge"
on your next speeding ticket.  
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Drivers caught speeding in the north Atlanta suburb of Holly Springs soon will have to
pay an extra $12 -- to cover $4-a-gallon gas costs for the police officers who stop
them. 

Is your police cruiser running low on fuel? No problem, just pull over someone driving
home from work, ticket them, and you'll have a full tank of gas in no time. 

Need to balance your budget? Maybe you should look to Pizza Hut for inspiration: Police
Chief Ken Ball says he was seeking ways to maintain patrols despite record high gas
prices. "I was hearing that Delta (Air Lines), pizza deliverers, florists were adding fuel
charges to their services, and I thought, why not police departments?" he says. 

Unfortunately it looks like this isn't going to be an isolated case. As with any situation
where money is available to be taken from citizens, local government is on the case
immediately: Ball says he's being "inundated" by calls from police chiefs and city managers.
"I've heard from at least a dozen police chiefs and half a dozen city managers," he says of
their municipality's recently-passed measure. "They want to know how we did it, and could
we send them a copy of the ordinance." 

MARYLAND RIDERS LIGHT IT UP Motorcycle riders in Maryland hope to get more attention
from car drivers with a new state law that allows the use of specified auxiliary lighting,
which can only be used after dark, thus increasing their visibility to other road users at
night. 

Senate Bill 713, the "Night-time Awareness - Auxiliary Lighting" bill, passed unanimously
through the House and Senate, and was signed into law April 8th by Governor Martin
O'Malley. 

The new law, which went into effect June 1st, addresses the use of LED lights that
illuminate the sides of the motorcycle, thus allowing other drivers to see motorcyclists
from the side as well as front and rear. The lights cannot be blue or red and cannot
blink, flash or oscillate. They can only be directed toward the engine and drive train and
are specifically prohibited from being on wheels. 

Pat Corcoran, spokesman for ABATE of Maryland, said "Most motorcycle accidents
involving another vehicle, are almost always the fault of the other vehicle, and usually
the comment of the other driver is, we just didn't see him." 

The law also allows the use of blue-dot tail lights, which also increases conspicuity in
traffic. 

STATES GREEN-LIGHT NEW RED-LIGHT LAWS FOR MOTORCYCLES Motorcyclists in a growing
number of states are being allowed to go through red lights when sensors aren't able to
detect they are there. 

In May, South Carolina became the seventh state to give motorcyclists license to proceed
with caution after stopping when the device that causes the light to change from red to
green doesn't activate, according to a recent article in USA Today. 

North Carolina passed a similar law in 2007. Wisconsin (2006), Idaho (2006) Arkansas
(2005), Tennessee (2003) and Minnesota (2002), all have passed laws the past six years,
while similar legislation has been introduced in Georgia, Missouri and Oklahoma. 
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The traffic lights in question are controlled by devices buried under the road that
operate similar to metal detectors, according to Doug Hecox, a spokesman for the
Federal Highway Administration. Their sensitivity can be set to detect motorcycles, but the
proper balance is difficult to adjust, he said. 

California has chosen a technological solution. A law adopted last year requires that
when new traffic-activated signals are installed, they be capable of detecting
motorcycles and bicycles. "In Texas, we took a different approach," said Sputnik,
President of the Texas Motorcycle Rights Association (TMRA-II) and Chairman of the
National Coalition of Motorcyclists' Legislative Task Force (NCOM-LTF). He told a
gathering at the recent NCOM Convention in Houston about a law passed there last year:
"When a traffic light doesn't detect motorcycles, they have to fix them so they do." 

EU MOTORCYCLES TO GET ONBOARD WARNING SYSTEMS Motorcycles will get new onboard
warning systems to tell the rider when he's going too fast under proposals unveiled
recently at a motorcycle safety conference in Brussels, Belgium. The technology will
tell the rider when he's going into a bend too fast or exceeding the speed limit. A
"frontal collision warning" system will detect when the bike is too close to an obstacle. 

On-road trials of the In-Vehicle Information System technology will begin by 2010 under
the European Commission's plans, which are backed by the Federation of European
Motorcyclists Associations (FEMA). 

The project, called SAFERIDER, "aims to develop devices to improve the comfort and
safety of riders through technology such as warning devices to alert the rider of a
potential crash or provide information about black (blind) spots or traffic design,"
according to a FEMA press release, adding that "The decision by FEMA to participate in the
SAFERIDER project is because we need to find out if technology can assist a rider to
make decisions to avoid collisions or crashes. We need to ensure that the technology
being developed can benefit riders - but if doesn't, then we need to be in a position to
make our point of view clear." 

More information on the SAFERIDER project can be found at www.saferider-eu.org.

WEIRD NEWS: DIRTY DEEDS More than 600 emergency workers participated in a mock
disaster drill simulating an attack on Long Island by a fake biker gang detonating a "dirty
bomb'' at a federal courthouse, testing the abilities of authorities to handle such a
radioactive attack. 

Police, firefighters, medical workers and other personnel from 60 agencies converged
on the fire academy in Yaphank, NY, which also involved 10 area hospitals. 

The exercise was dubbed "S.C.R.U.B,'' or "Suffolk County Response to an Unknown Bomb,''
and the scenario involved a local biker gang called "El Diablo,'' which would attack the
courthouse with a deadly dirty bomb after federal officials arrested their leaders. 

More than 100 people were injured or killed in the fake attack, and the injured had to
be cleansed and decontaminated before they were actually sent to local hospitals for
treatment. Police had to determine the cause of the blast. Other participants practiced
decontamination, detecting radiation exposure and coordinating responses with multiple
agencies. 
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Authorities called it the largest emergency drill in Suffolk County's history. It was
funded by the Suffolk County Department of Fire, Rescue and Emergency services with a
$175,000 grant from the Department of Homeland Security. 

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "These are days when many are discouraged. In the 93 years of my life,
depressions have come and gone. Prosperity has always returned and will again." John D.
Rockefeller (1839-1937), American industrialist 

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

August 16, 2008 
11:30 am

VFW POST 4143
2404 Broadway (US 1)

Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073
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Check your mail label for
membership expiration


