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President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

I would like to begin by saying I am truly humbled and honored to have the
opportunity to serve as your chapter president. I want to thank all of you who
attended our meeting and for your support. I have also been privileged by an
opportunity to work with an extraordinary group of people that make up our
Board of Directors. Their commitment and dedication to our chapter is an example
of what ABATE is all about. The wheels are already turning in taking this chapter
to the next level and we are looking forward to working with you to share in our
success.

I began writing this message just after the elections were final to try to express
my gratitude and pride in where we have taken this chapter. That is until our 1st

Annual Freedom Rights Rally. My Brothers and Sisters if you weren’t there you
missed out on an experience of a lifetime. This event was something I will never
forget. We had an incredible turnout, I thank everyone that rode in for the party,
I was overwhelmed by the support everyone showed us by making this a great
event and a great time for all. My special thanks and appreciation goes out to
ABATE SE and the American Legion Riders Posts 268, 277, 162 and 142 for
making an impressive showing and for all you have done for our chapter since day
one. 

Our staff performed above and beyond the call of duty, I couldn’t be more proud
of the time, effort and dedication everyone had in planning and coordinating the
many huge tasks presented in putting an event like this together, especially for
the first time. There was an emergence of spirit among all those that participated,
far more than anyone could ever ask. From the immense task from planning right
down to packing up. It had become so well organized it was recognized by two
P.B.S.O officers sitting in the parking lot talking with Jimmy the owner of The
Ugly Mug. Afterwards Jimmy told me they were very impressed on how well
coordinated everything was. They hung around little while and left, probably
wishin’ they were hangin’ out with us.

My sincerest gratitude goes out to Lady Di, for her incredible tenacity in planning
and coordinating this event. Her attention to every detail and resource wrote the
first page in organizing something of this magnitude for our chapter. Thank you
for an outstanding job in making this event a huge success. I also want to thank
all of you that served on the committee for your contribution and commitment,
your efforts and many hours of hard work really made it happen. My thanks and
appreciation to all my Bro’s for working their asses off taking care of the 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
traffic and parking detail as well as set up, teardown and outside security. Thank
you for a job well done. Last but not least, to all of you that manned the tables,
you all did an outstanding job of keeping things moving along quickly and
efficiently, thanks to you it came off without a hitch.

Our special thanks to Jimmy and Susan for their assistance and to all our
Brothers and Sisters of ABATE S.E. for allowing to use their event equipment and
trailer. It really made a tough job a whole lot easier. And to all of you that made
the ride up, we appreciate your support and Brotherhood, it really means a lot
to us. 

Jimmy V. and the staff at The Ugly Mug did a great job, they really went out of
their way to make us feel welcome and kept the party going strong all evening.
Cold Iron was the engine that turned the wheel, these guys blew that room away,
with an excellent performance of Rock and Blues that really impressed everyone
that had never seen them before. They volunteered to do this for us and I know
they turned down a bunch of paying gigs to be there for us. Thank you my
Brothers. You can catch them at Turn 3 Sports Bar Friday and Saturday July 18th

& 19th. Brent and Susan owners of Turn 3 contributed to our event by donating
to the Basket of Cheer. Susan joined our chapter 2 years ago and they both have
been strong supporters of our chapter and really helped get us through the
first two years allowing us to host Biker Appreciation Parties and supplying great
food for free buffets. 

Iron Eagle Jeff and Gator were another highlight of the party running the Slow
Ride and Weenie Bite contests as only Jeff and Gator can. Great job guys. If you
enjoyed the contests you can catch this on going competition every Tuesday night
at Iron Eagle Motorcycle Co. 1890 S. Military Trail W.P.B. They have one of the
best Bike Nights anywhere and all donations go to the Make A Wish Foundation.

June was kind of like a new beginning for us in a lot of different ways, we had a
great ride up to the ABATE of Florida State Meeting June 13th it turned out to be
a fantastic weekend in all with a party Saturday night hangin’ out with our
Brothers and Sisters from all over the state and the ride back to Palm Beach on
Sunday. Our chapter elections were held the following weekend and I think we
have an excellent Board of Directors in place to make this the best year ever. As
with any organization like ours, we’ve had our fair share of bumps in the road,
but those who had made their commitment to helping to bring our chapter to this
level stayed on board and I am deeply indebted to all of you. You have given of
yourselves in time and effort to help lay the foundation on which to build and
shape ABATE Palm Beach for the future. It is indeed a new beginning and it is my
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President’s Message - Cont’d
sincerest hope that this new beginning will bring more of our membership into the
circle of active members with new ideas and commitment to continue our progress
and strengthen our bond. 

We have a great start, with our V.P. Papa Bear leading the way by activating our
safety program. It’s great that we have members like Lefty, Ted C and JAG signing
up to conduct classes, this is what we do, this is what we’re are all about.
Motorcyclists Rights, Safety and Awareness for all motorcyclists across the
board. That is our chosen mission and a cause I have committed myself to for over
five years. As your chapter president I am committed to bringing this chapter to
the forefront and make it an example of what ABATE of Florida was intended to be.
In my opinion that means a dedicated group of people with one common goal
working as one in order to have our voice heard above the whining of the public
because of lopsided media reports and news articles about accidents involving
motorcycles.

We should remain on the front line for as long as it takes, working in
coordination with every MRO and MRSP available to us with a united voice to bring
about mandatory Driver Education Classes in all Florida school systems and
school systems nation wide.

I believe a mandatory cell phone ban needs to be pursued, it was proposed back in
2003 to ABATE of Florida. It was met with tended enthusiasm. Since, then there
has been an evolution in stupidity, the text messaging herd that finds it’s
necessary to speak in some moronic code, typing while driving a motor vehicle. As
if dialing a phone number wasn’t enough of a distraction. Hands Free is not an
option. In my personal opinion, most people can’t concentrate on what they’re
doing while driving solo. Introduce a cell phone in any form including “ Hands
Free” and you have a distracted driver. Distracted drivers kill people. And today,
Florida still doesn’t have a law making it mandatory for police accident reports to
include completion of the distractions portion of the report. Distractions, the
number one killer of motorcyclists.

In almost every “Right Of Way” violation be it bike or cage the response has
always been “I didn’t see them” to the point where it’s become accepted as a plea
of not guilty. I am committed to pushing for stiffer penalties and plan to open a
campaign to bring this deadly practice before the public to try to make them
aware of the magnitude of this problem and how it affects all motorists.  

If you have been avoiding riding on roads because of police presence and
unlawful stops, we want to hear about it. When is enough, enough? I say now! For
nearly a year we have been dealing with communities along A1A who have decided 
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President’s Message - Cont’d

they don’t want motorcycles on A1A. Much worse they have given their police
forces a free hand to do it anyway they see fit. We all know what they are doing
and for the most part they are succeeding. In a recent poll I conducted it was
clear that everyone that responded was avoiding A1A.

Although this maybe a way to avoid the harassment on the local level every year
has shown an increase of motorcycle traffic on A1A by motorcyclists from other
states. Are we going to allow them to ride into these “ticket mill” communities
without addressing this flagrant act of discrimination? I feel it is our
responsibility to take action against these self proclaimed experts that are
writing tickets for something that is not illegal. They know out of state riders
wont come back to fight the tickets even though the ticket will be thrown out in
most cases, they’re generating revenue for their communities at the expense of
unwary citizens who happen to ride motorcycles. Do we pass out fliers and put up
signs to warn them to stay off A1A or do we take the fight to those who violate
our right to ride free on any public thoroughfare with out harassment? The
choice is yours, I choose to fight.

ABATE is for all motorcyclists, I invite you to join us as a member or as a
supporter of the cause by making a contribution to our chapter. Help us, to help
you preserve your freedom and the freedom of all motorcyclists.

Ride Free, Ride Safe

Strongbow President - ABATE P.B.C.
president@abatepalmbeach.com 



8 ISSUE 2008-07      VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JULY, 2008

Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed
in Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year.
ABATE of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization

dedicated to promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the
legislative issues concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We do

not require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of a
motorcycle club or any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome

your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
Our most recent victories include the passing of Bill HB1697 requiring stiffer

penalties for a motorist turning left in front of another motorist, one of the leading
causes of injury and death to motorcyclist'. A reformed bill regarding "Ape Hangers"
has also been passed, handlebars are now to be measured from the riders shoulders

rather than the seat. We also helped beat down legislation proposed by Senator
Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on an amendment to the transportation, reauthorization bill

(SAFE-TEA) that would re-institute a federal helmet law for all riders by denying
federal transportation and safety dollars to that state

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet.

Nothing could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to
ride with or without a helmet it's your choice, it is your right to decide whether

wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an organization fighting to protect your
rights.

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,000 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 30 active

chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of the
largest chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclist',
a Palm Beach County chapter would become a viable and influential voice in raising
motorcycle rights, safety and awareness.This chapter borders will be primarily

Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.
For more information contact:

 Strongbow President ABATE P.B.C. 561-482-4346
President@abatepalmbeach.com
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JUNE
Charles "Freeze" Housman
Keryn Piersa

JULY

Darrell "Wildthing" Magee
Kathy Olsey
Ken "Khendawg" Streich
Theodore Louis Casey
James "Trucker" Merritt

Faith "Coyote" Cote
James "TY" Warren
Ron Foster
Douglas  Smith
Fernando Orsini

AUGUST
Darlene "Stiletto" Kessaris
Steve "Lum" Sizemore
Arthur "Butch" Turner
Nubia E.  Downs
Dwayne A.  Downs
Lena "Talulah" Soldano
John "L.B." Valiquette
Deborah "Singapore" Knelson

Paul Donnelly
Christina  McDonald
Jeffrey A. McDonald
Jeff Horwitz
Mike Smith
Fred "Whitey" Wartberg
Ed Stevenson
Dan "Taz" DelCastillo

SEPTEMBER
Denise "Muffin" Pacitti
Mike "Tomcat" Thomas
Michael "Zim" Zimmer
Robbie  Caston
Jill "This is Jill"  Bernardino
Ray Edwards

Sara  Edwards
Stephen  Lassiter
Eward  Koenig
Laura Ryan

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your
membership or be deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure
to notify us of any change  of address to continue receiving your newsletter and

Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message
I feel compelled to start this Vice President’s Message to explain
to everyone the overwhelming pride I have in our Chapter
Members who worked so hard to make our first ever SFPC
Calendar Event a great success.  As the old saying goes, “You
never get a second chance to make a good first impression,” and
we succeeded.  EVERYONE I have spoken to has complemented us
on a first class, quality event.

The morning after the event my wife Kathy and I rode down to Florida City for the
Wings of Gold Miami Chapter’s Annual with Our Assistant Sergeant-at-arms Little Ray,
his wife  Sarah, Ray-Ray and Blondie.  I was approached by several different MC’s, MC
Associations, Independents and even several of the vendors who had been at our
event the night before.  They all had nothing but complements and thoughts of a
good time at our Freedom Rights Rally.

None of this could have been done without the hard work of Our Chapter Members
who volunteered their time to work with us.  If I try to start naming all of the people
who assisted to make this event a special one I know I will probably forget someone,
so as not to minimize anyone’s effort I’ll just give a very heartfelt thank-you to all
who of our Chapter Members who pitched in to make this such a special day. Not to
minimize the effort that any of our members gave to us, but I have to give special
thanks to Frenchie who was with me getting and loading the trailer at 7:30 AM and
stayed working with me all day and night until we unloaded the trailer in Sunrise after
1:30 AM.   You were all a great example of our Brothers and Sisters willing to
unselfishly go above and beyond for Our Chapter.

Thanks also has to go out to Jim and his staff at the Ugly Mug for hosting our event
in the most professional, courteous and efficient way.  I only had a very few minutes
to sample a quick bite of their food, but if any of you get to stop by there for a
cocktail and have a sudden grumbling in your stomach, you gotta try his fish fingers. 
They were fantastic!  I hope all of us continue to stop by and show them our
gratitude by spending some time and a few dollars there.

We had tons of door prizes donated from friends and advertisers all over the tri-
county area that showing their appreciation for us.  I’d like to thank all of our
Chapter Members who took the initiative to go out and get them for us.

A Very special thank you definitely has to go out to two special friends.  First I’d like
to thank Jeff, from Iron Eagle Motorcycles, who ran the slow ride and weenie bite
for us at the event.  Jeff has been a friend to the Palm Beach County Motorcycle
Community and ABATE supported for a long time and runs one of the best bike nights
in the area every Tuesday where all proceeds go directly to the Make-a-Wish
Foundation.  Then Sue and Brent from Turn 3 not only took time on a Saturday night
to attend our event, along with my wife Kathy and I, donated half of the liquor 



12 ISSUE 2008-07      VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JULY, 2008

Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
bottles for our basket of cheer.  These are some truly great and supportive friends
that deserve our thanks.

Time and time again during the night of the event people came over to me and
complemented the truly ass-kickin music they were enjoying from COLD IRON.  I
mentioned it every time I was on stage but it bears repeating.  These great musicians
not only entertained us all night long they donated their time to the Chapter and they
had to turn down two money-making gigs to do it!  So if you hear of them playing
anywhere around the area, do yourself a favor and stop by for awhile and make sure
you visit their tip-bucket too!

It is always a great feeling to share our time and work with our Brothers and Sisters
of ABATE Southeast Chapter.  They brought the more members to our Freedom Rights
Rally than any other MC or Association.  They also lent us the cones, tables, chairs
event signs and traffic flags we needed for the event.  The Chapter President, Jimmy
Les, even loaned us his truck and their trailer to get the equipment we needed to the
event, and Jimbo their Vice President met us at their warehouse to let us in, then he
even helped Frenchie and me load the equipment up.   Brotherhood and cooperation is
what ABATE is about. Brothers and Sisters like them make all the hard work worth it. 

I wanted to end this message by extending my appreciation to all the Motorcycle
Clubs, Motorcycle Riders and Religious Associations that shared such a great 
time with us.  All this was made possible through the benevolence of the South
Florida Presidents Council by including us in their Event Calendar.  The SFPC effort
in coordinating the Event Calendar for the Motorcycle Clubs and Motorcycle
Associations of South Florida so that there are not conflicting events is just the tip
of the iceberg.  South Florida has enjoyed peace and tranquility among the
Motorcycle Clubs for years and the SFPC scope of communication is a major
facilitator of that.

Thank you all so very much!
   
Just remember… All you have to do to be heard is show up!

All you have to do to have what you say to count is show up and
VOTE!

John “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president
VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 



13 ISSUE 2008-07           HOT LINE 561-733-5187 (24/7) JULY, 2008



14 ISSUE 2008-07      VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JULY, 2008



15 ISSUE 2008-07           HOT LINE 561-733-5187 (24/7) JULY, 2008

July1, 2008

News from the activities and social committee………….

Lady Di and I would like to extend a huge THANK-YOU to everyone
who helped out at our first event on Saturday.  It was a huge
success and that was only because of all of the months of
planning and the hard work by a lot of dedicated people.  Whether
you were in the parking lot directing bikes or selling 50/50

tickets or tickets for the basket of cheer or manning the membership or safety
booth, we want to thank you!  Everyone did a great job and we could not have
done it without all of your help! 

For a while now, I have been thinking about what we can do to have more fun.
Several of you have expressed to me that although you joined ABATE for the
important work that we do, you also wanted to ride with a group of people and
have fun.  Well, we have a great group of people.  Now all we have to do is bring
in some fun!  It is obvious that people had a great time Saturday.  Everyone
enjoyed themselves.  I feel that a big part of that was the band.  Cold Iron was
great and they really rocked the house!   Papa Bear and I have been discussing
the fact that we would like to have a monthly birthday party and I will be obtaining
their schedule so that hopefully we can coordinate our party to be able to
include them.  Also, in the fall, we  will be rescheduling the ride to Marco Island
which we had to cancel earlier this year. 

The Leadership Seminar will be in Deland on July 12th and 13th.  We are planning
to ride to Deland late Friday afternoon.  Exact details will be in the President’s
weekly update.  If you have questions regarding hotel accommodations, please
call me at 561-302-7150.

In the meantime, Ride safe
    Ride free

Kathy Olsey
Activities/Social Director    
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Drafting Guys Over 60
(This is so funny & obviously written by a former soldier.)

New Direction for the war on terrorists. Send Service Vets over 60 years old.

I am over 60 and the Armed Forces thinks I'm too old to track down terrorists. You can't
be older than 42 to join the military. They've got the whole thing ass backwards. Instead
of sending 18-year olds off to fight, they ought to take us old guys. You shouldn't be
able to join a military unit until you're at least 35.

For starters:

Researchers say 18-year-olds think about sex every 10 seconds. Old guys only think
about sex a couple of times a day, leaving us more than 28,000 additional seconds per
day to concentrate on the enemy.

Young guys haven't lived long enough to be cranky, and a cranky soldier is a dangerous
soldier. 'My back hurts ! I can't sleep, I'm tired and hungry.' We are impatient and maybe
letting us kill some idiot that desperately deserves it will make us feel better and shut
us up for a while.

An 18 -year-old doesn't even like to get up before 10 a.m. Old guys always get up early
to pee so what the hell. Besides, like I said, 'I'm tired and can't sleep and since I'm already
up, I may as well be up killing some fanatical son-of-a-b____.

If captured we couldn't spill the beans because we'd forget where we put them. In fact,
name, rank, and serial number would be a real brainteaser.

Boot camp would be easier for old guys. We're used to getting screamed and yelled at,
and we're used to soft food. We've also developed an appreciation for guns. We've been
using them for years as an excuse to get out of the house, away from the screaming and
yelling.

They could lighten up on the obstacle course, however. I've been in combat and didn't see
a single 20-foot wall with rope hanging over the side, nor did I ever do any push ups
after completing basic training. I can hear the Drill Sgt. in the 'New army' now, 'Get down
and give me ... ER ... one.'

Actually, the running part is kind of a waste of energy, too. I've never seen anyone
outrun a bullet.

An 18-year-old has the whole world ahead of him. He's still learning to shave, to start
up a conversation with a pretty girl. He still hasn't figured out that a baseball cap has a
brim to shade his eyes, not the back of his head.

These are all great reasons to keep our kids at home to learn a little more about life
before sending them off into harm's way.
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Mexico’s President

President Felipe Calderon of Mexico
has announced that Mexico will not
participate in the Beijing Summer
Olympics.
He stated: 'Casi cada uno que puede
funcionar, saltar, o nadar ya ha
salido del pais.'

Translation:
'Pretty much everyone who can run,
jump, or swim has already left the
country.'

Submitted by: Strongbow 

Let us old guys track down those dirty rotten coward terrorists. The last thing an enemy
would want to see right now is a couple of million pissed-off old farts with 'attitude' and
automatic weapons who know that their best years are already behind them.

If nothing else, put us on border patrol ... we will have it secured the first night!

ABATE Palm Beach Chapter

Hot Line

Call
561-733-5187

For Updates 24/ 7
We are opening our chapter Hot Line in an effort to keep

our members updated on chapter functions 7 days a week. 
The line will be operational beginning this month.
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NEW LAWS FOR MOTORCYCLE LICENSURE TAKE EFFECT JULY 1!

 Basic Rider Course now required for all motorcycle endorsement

Starting July 1, new motorcyclists must take and pass the Basic Rider Course
through the Florida Rider Trainer Program before they can have the motorcycle
endorsement added to their license, per Section 322.12(5)(a)., Florida Statutes.

After July 1 of this year, everyone will have to take the class and pass the test,
no matter their age.  Future motorcyclists will be able to find a Basic Rider
Course sponsor or teacher on our website.  Upon successful completion, the
sponsor will submit the pass results electronically to the department records. 
Upon receiving the results, the applicant will be processed for a motorcycle
endorsement.

The Department’s Florida Rider Training Program has a wealth of information on
motorcycle safety and proper licensure.  For more information, check out
www.flhsmv.gov.   Also information on where to find approved sponsors who
teach the course can be found here.  

Please note that anyone driving a motorcycle without an
endorsement is violating the law, today.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

What if I had completed the tests before July 1 and did not get the endorsement
by that date?  Will my waiver from a third party tester be honored?

Yes.  As long as the tests have been successfully completed, you can still get
the endorsement up to 1 year from the date of the waiver.

What happens if I had a motorcycle permit from a DL office prior to July 1 but
did not complete my tests? 

You have to take the Basic Rider Course before securing your endorsement. 

What if I have completed the Experienced Rider Course but did not secure my
endorsement before July 1, 2008?

You still have to take the Basic Rider Course before you can secure the
endorsement and be legal to drive a motorcycle.
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Legislative Report Slow Motion

From the Desk of the President of ABATE Florida

“The legislative session end in May with only one bill passed
that will affect law breakers; HB 137 was signed into law by
the Governor. It pertains to high rates of speed and doing
tricks on motorcycles however it also has provisions for
cars and trucks that do high rates of speed. I believe the
Governor may have vetoed this legislation if some internet
cowboy wouldn’t have threatened the bill sponsors life.”
Doc also stated that the stiffer penalties amendment was cut

due to this behavior. However he has several statesmen who will introduce bills
called for stiffer penalties for drivers injuring or killing motorcyclists. 

While sessions are closed, we have a larger mission to elect those who support
our cause in this time of elections. We need to do our homework to see who
deserves our support and vote. Our brother chapters have successful
determined election results to gain us friendly faces in the capital. We need to do
that and even more important as our counties of Palm Beach, Martin and Broward
are key players in state politics. We can support those who support us with votes
and spreading the word who to back to our fellow bikers and citizens. Help to
decide who we work for by researching ALL the candidates and issues. There are
two internet sites to help http://www.vote-usa.org/ and http://www.votesmart.org/
to help collect this information. 
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NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

GOVERNOR VETOES MICHIGAN HELMET LAW REPEAL For the
second straight year, Michigan riders successfully
maneuvered a helmet law modification bill through their

state legislature and onto their governor’s desk, and for the second time
Governor Jennifer Granholm has vetoed the measure. Motorcyclists had hoped
that by adding certain amendments, such as pumping up the state’s economy by
charging $100 per year for the right to ride helmetless, and by winning support
from the state’s top law enforcement group, they would convince Granholm to
change her mind this time around. But despite overwhelming support in the
Legislature and endorsement of House Bill 4749 by the Michigan Association of
Police Organizations, as well as the promise of an additional $25 million annually
pouring into the state coffers from freedom-minded riders, Granholm quickly
dispatched the bill again citing safety concerns and insurance costs. It would now
take a two-thirds vote of both chambers of the state Legislature to override
Granholm's veto, an option ABATE of Michigan and the Michigan Confederation of
Clubs are looking into. 

MYRTLE BEACH CONSIDERS HELMET LAW TO DETER RALLY-GOERS “Enough is
enough,” has become the campaign slogan by residents of Myrtle Beach, SC and
members of the City Council as they considered options to put a stop to local
motorcycle rallies and deter bikers from attending. One option under
consideration is the passage of a local ordinance to require motorcyclists to
wear helmets within the city limits. During the public discussion period at a packed
City Council meeting recently, resident Ronnie Felts said he has spoken with
members of the South Carolina Legislature who urged the city to push the state
for a local option on the state's helmet law, which now says no motorcyclist 21
or older is obligated to wear headgear. The city cannot now pass any law more
restrictive than the state's, though according to The (Myrtle Beach) Sun News
which reported on the meeting, Mayor Pro-Tem Wayne Gray said there are efforts
underway to allow municipalities to do just that. Even though the bike rallies fill
the city at least two weekends each May -- during the Harley-Davidson Cruisin' the
Coast rally and the Atlantic Beach Bikefest -- the audience gave Joyce Harris a
standing ovation when she told the council that she and others had already been
in touch with officials in Fort Lauderdale, FL who publicly declared spring break
partiers were not welcome any more and the city began heavily enforcing stricter
ordinances to deter them from coming. No one in the audience spoke in favor of
the rallies, and each of the council members agreed they want to put an end them
neither of which is sponsored by the city. "We're going to do what we can to shut 
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the sucker down," said councilman Chestnut, who also received a standing ovation.
City Manager Tom Leath, City Attorney Tom Ellenburg and Police Chief Warren
Gall are planning to come up with options to present to the council, which will
likely include higher taxes to pay for a permanent solution to the problem. 

DRIVERS MAKE IT TOUGH TO BE AN EASY RIDER A new poll reveals that car drivers
wish they didn't have to share the road with motorcycle riders. And most bikers, in
turn, want car drivers to be more careful on the road. According to the online
survey of licensed Connecticut drivers, conducted by Directive Analytics on
behalf of Allstate Insurance, if the state's car drivers had their druthers, about
one in four would have bikers banned from highways and parkways. And nearly
half said bikers should not be allowed on roadways altogether in inclement
weather. Why the animosity? Because Connecticut car drivers consider
motorcycles unsafe. Eighty percent of respondents thought motorcycles are
more dangerous or much more dangerous than other vehicles. One in five, in fact,
said they have come close to hitting a biker. Illustrating just how anti-motorcycle
they are, 75 percent of drivers said they would not let their child ride one. But,
the gripes aren't just on the part of motorists. The survey also reveals that
bikers overwhelmingly (80 percent) thought they were safer on the road than car
drivers, stating that car drivers are careless and don't pay attention to what's
going on around them. Bikers also found car drivers to be aggressive, trying to
cut riders off, as well as impatient, tending to tailgate cyclists. "Whether we
prefer four wheels or two, we all have preconceived notions, and perhaps even
strong opinions, about other drivers -- but these opinions should never get the
better of us while we are in our vehicles," said Andrea Short, Allstate Field
Product Manager. "Particularly now as the warmer weather approaches and heavy
traffic re-emerges, all drivers should be careful and cognizant of fellow
drivers at all times so we may share the roadways safely."  

SHARING THE ROAD Motorcycle groups and clubs from across Southeast Texas
gathered at Cowboy Harley-Davidson in Beaumont to kickoff a motorcycle safety
awareness campaign to focus public attention on the need for increased caution
on the part of motorists and bikers alike. David Die, a member of the Red Knights
Motorcycle Club, along with members of ABATE and the Confederation of Clubs
banned together to secure a grant from the Motorcycle Safety Foundation to
work with local media in supporting a nation-wide initiative in promoting motorcycle
safety. “For years, during the month of May we have joined local, county, state
and federal government in proclaiming May ‘Motorcycle Awareness’ month.
However, we just felt like we needed to take it a step further,” said Die. The MSF
grant will allow this group to sponsor a public awareness campaign, attend
special events and provide educational information on motorcycle safety and
awareness, reported The Examiner newspaper. "My friends' deaths have made me 
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intent on getting vehicular drivers to be more attentive where motorcycles are
concerned," said Die. "To put the cell phone down, to put the makeup down, to not
finish the last piece of sweet roll and coffee and to put both hands on the
steering wheel and your mind on driving." The public awareness campaign’s message
is two-fold: it advocates responsible motorcycle riding and reminds vehicle
drivers “to look out for motorcyclists,” said Robin Troy of Neil-Troy Advertising.
The campaign, which begins June 16 and runs through the end of the summer,
includes outdoor billboards and television spots. 

MOTORCYCLE GROUPS THREATEN LEGAL ACTION OVER N.Y. ROADBLOCKS The
National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) announced that its New York attorney
has sent a letter of intent to file a class-action lawsuit against New York State
Police and the NYS Department of Motor Vehicles in response to a series of
discriminatory roadblocks targeting motorcycles en route to motorcycle-related
events. After a roadblock was established on New York’s I-84 in October 2007,
which singled out motorcyclists on their way to a Marcus Dairy Cycle Sunday in
nearby Danbury, Conn., motorcyclists’ rights advocates learned that Federal
Grant money was to be used to fund police overtime to conduct these so-called
“safety checks” at motorcycle events statewide. Despite talks between DMV and
representatives of NCOM, the American Motorcyclist Association, ABATE of New
York and other motorcycle rights organizations during the winter, roadblocks
were also set up on I-88 and the NYS Thruway targeting motorcyclists traveling
to the American Motorcycle Jamboree, or AM-JAM, a 24-year old event held at
the Cobleskill Fairgrounds, and again on I-87 stopping riders traveling to
Americade in Lake George, America’s largest touring motorcycle rally. According
to Robert “Prospector” Boellmer, the New England and New York representative
of NCOM, Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) Attorney Mitchell Proner of New
York, NY has given notice to the NY State Police and DMV that a class action suit
will be filed in protest of the road checks being conducted on state highways
during events that draw thousands of motorcyclists. Warren County Tourism
Director Kate Johnson said Americade’s 2007 economic impact in the region was
estimated to have been $46 million. “The rally brought about 50,000
motorcyclists to the area last year,” she told the newspaper, adding that
attendance was down this year. Boellmer told the Daily Gazette that the stops
constitute harassment of cyclists and his group will fight them in court to halt
the discriminatory roadblocks. He said the national coalition represents more than
a thousand motorcycle organizations across the country. “ABATE of New York,
Inc. expresses its opposition to New York State's burgeoning tactic of conducting
highway roadblocks which divert only motorcyclists from the state's roadway for
the purpose of conducting ‘safety checks’, and hereby expresses its support of a
class-action initiative by the National Coalition of Motorcyclist against the NYS
Police and the NYS Dept. of Motor Vehicles,” said Timothy D. Werder, State 
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President of ABATE of New York in an official press release issued by his
organization. With the support of ABATE of New York, the AMA and various other
biker rights organizations, NCOM officials plan to pursue legal actions against
state agencies involved in what they consider unconstitutional infringements. 

LOUD PIPES SAVE (OFFICERS’) LIVES  Over in Oakland they like it loud - so loud
that all 45 of the Police Department's Harley-Davidson motorcycles have been
equipped with shiny new tailpipes, at a cost of $500 apiece, to rev up their roar.
It seems the cops just didn't feel safe on toned-down bikes. "There's an old
motorcycle adage that you are heard before you are seen," Deputy Chief Dave
Kozicki told the San Francisco Chronicle, explaining the department's decision to
toss the bikes' muted factory-issued mufflers in favor of the more high-volume
pipes. Oakland's cops had a long tradition of riding their Harley-Davidsons with the
modified, louder tail pipes, earning them the nickname "Rolling Thunder." But after
an officer complained about a loss of hearing and others around town questioned
whether the police force was violating the very noise standards it was supposed
to enforce, the department brass ordered a switch to the quieter stock
mufflers. According to Kozicki, the decibel drop sparked a chorus of complaints
from other officers, who said they felt less safe. Kozicki cited an accident three
months ago in which an Oakland officer riding a toned-down cycle was struck by a
motorist who said he hadn't heard the officer approaching. So last year the
department launched a $1,200 study in conjunction with the city's risk
management division to determine whether A) the louder motorcycles contributed
to officers' safety, B) were detrimental to their hearing, and C) complied with
noise standards. Kozicki acknowledged that whatever safety-related findings the
study produced were largely anecdotal. Still, after everything was taken into
consideration, the department concluded "it was in the best interest of the
officers to put more-audible pipes back on," Kozicki said. 

WEIRD NEWS: WEE, WEE, WEE, ALL THE WAY TO COURT Did you know that Tacoma,
Washington has a law that could ban Harley-Davidson motorcycles? According to
the News Tribune, an interesting court case has developed involving the owner of
a hog, city prosecutors are arguing that the owner is violating a law banning
hogs in the city limit. Taking his case to superior court, it appears that Harley-
Davidson motorcycles could be banned within the city limits. While this court case
is really about the definition of a “hog” the definition in the book city
prosecutors are using define a hog as: Black’s Veterinary Dictionary, which
defines a hog as a “male pig after being castrated.” Collins Essential English
Dictionary’s first definition of hog is a “castrated male pig.” Encarta defines hog
as “a full-grown domestic pig, especially a castrated male pig.” But
www.dictionary.com defines hog as slang “a large, heavy motorcycle.” Luckily the
court case is really about animals and the defense lawyer was just using the hog 
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definition of a motorcycle as an example of how the city was using the wrong
terminology. But it does go to show that the wrong interpretation of an old law
on the books could really impact motorcycles owners, at least in Tacoma.
Hopefully they get the law straightened out and decide on what really is a hog
and what ain’t, so bikers can ride into town without “breaking” Tacoma’s anti-hog
laws. 

QUOTABLE QUOTE: “I am well aware of the toil and blood and treasure that it will
cost to maintain this Declaration of Independence, and support and defend these
States. Yet through all the gloom I can see the rays of ravishing light and glory.
I can see that the end is worth all the means, and that posterity will triumph in
that day’s transaction.” John Adams (1735-1826), Patriot and 2nd President of
the United States, in a letter to his wife Abigail on July 3, 1776 

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

July 19, 2008 
11:30 am

VFW POST 4143
2404 Broadway (US 1)

Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073
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Check your mail label for
membership expiration


