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President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

I would like to begin by thanking everyone that had contributed to the newsletter
fund. Your generosity and commitment to the chapter is an inspiration to me and I
hope to those reading this newsletter. There seems to be a core of members that
have come together to take on the challenges that are eminent when starting and
maintaining an organization like ABATE. The commitment and responsibility of its
membership are what will make this something that just existed and you became a
member of, or an example of what can happen when people come together to
accomplish a common goal. I salute all of you for your dedication and
participation.

At our last chapter meeting a motion was made to change the time and day for our
monthly meetings from Saturday at 11:30 AM to Sunday at 11:00 AM. The motion
carried 27 to 1 on the floor and a poll was taken in the later part of March to
give those not in attendance, an opportunity to voice their opinion for or against
the change. It was taken via email but that left over 30 members without Internet
access and an email address out of the loop. We will need those members to
respond back to us, as well as those members who responded that they received
the email and only responded by sending a receipt, I’m glad you received the email
but what we wanted was your opinion, basically your vote, before or at our next
meeting. 

Another question was to those members with an email address and Internet access
if they would consider receiving the monthly newsletter by email or on line to
help the chapter manage our limited financial resources. We also asked that
everyone make a contribution to the newsletter fund. We were very fortunate to
have received donations from loyal and dedicated members who gave generously
and made it possible to have this newsletter printed and distributed for this
important April issue. I’m mentioning it here because we need the support of all
chapter members, we need those of you who are unable to receive email updates
and attend meetings to help out as well. Your contribution to help fund the
newsletter is a way of participating if you’re unable to be a part of other aspects
of the chapter functions. It takes everyone to make this a chapter to be proud of. 

April and May are going to be extremely busy and very important months regarding
the operation and functionality of our chapter. Currently nominations are being
held at the meetings for the elections in June. It’s important for every member to 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
participate. We have an event being planned, we need participation from as many
members as possible to help take some of the load off of those who have given
so much in time, energy and money (out of their own pocket) to set up our booth
at Bike Nights and events keeping the chapter visible and supporting other
organizations in the motorcycle community in hopes of gaining their support for
us.

As most of you know we have our first S.F.P.C. sanctioned calendar event coming
up Saturday June 28th. This is our first real opportunity to establish our chapter
as a viable and active part of the motorcycle community. It’s not an easy task by a
long shot. A committee was formed and a plan was laid out for the event and again
by a core of people that want to see this event become something motorcyclists
will mark on their calendar as one of the events they don’t want to miss. We have
selected The Ugly Mug in Delray Bch. for the location, and because it’s going to
be held in June and on a Saturday we thought we’d hold it late in the afternoon
on into the evening.  

The owner of the Ugly Mug, Jimmy, has been a supporter of our chapter as an
advertiser and now as our partner by allowing us to use his fine establishment to
put together a great program, with a little something for everybody. We have
some great games planned, “Iron Eagle” Jeff and Gator have graciously accepted
our request to hold Slow Ride and Weenie Bite contests, as only these two guy’s
can. If you have ever been to Iron Eagle’s Bike Night on Tuesday’s you already
know it’s one of the best around. We have been incredibly fortunate to have live
music by “Cold Iron” a premier Southern Rock Band, donate their time to perform
at the event. Great guys and a great band, they were one of the feature bands at
the annual Christmas Fun in the Sun Toy Run.

The point I’m trying to make here is all of these fine folks and those members
active in our development are donating their time and efforts, to help make it a
great time for all. We need you! I know, your time is limited and of great value to
you, I can appreciate that. The fact is the people that have given more than anyone
could ask and made their contributions all along are just like you and I. We all
have families, jobs and other obligations. It’s understood, but it really means a
lot to them when they see others getting involved in any way possible. It means a
lot to us as Board members to know you are a part of this chapter and that we
can count on our members to keep the chapter strong.

What we do as a chapter requires many different talents and abilities. I believe
each one of us is unique in our own way and possess capabilities that set us a part 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
as individuals. If you think about it each person has something to contribute in
their own way. We only need to recognize the talents we have been blessed with
and apply them to working in conjunction with other individuals and their abilities
to accomplish our goals. Without taking action and working together we are
missing out on a great opportunity to make things happen. Not only from the
activist aspect but for personal achievements and sharing with your Brothers and
Sisters in making this chapter an example.

We also are in the process of nominations for the Board of Directors as of the
last meeting. This is where you, get to decide who will steer the chapter for the
next year. The election is in June if you or someone you feel is qualified and
willing to make the commitment. By all means make the next two meetings and be
sure that person or you yourself, if you plan to run, make the next two meetings. 

I look forward to seeing you at the next chapter meeting. 

Your Brother At Arms

Ride Free, Ride Safe

Strongbow  - President Strongbow  - President Strongbow  - President Strongbow  - President 
president@abatepalmbeach.compresident@abatepalmbeach.compresident@abatepalmbeach.compresident@abatepalmbeach.com
ABATE P.B.C.ABATE P.B.C.ABATE P.B.C.ABATE P.B.C.
561-483-4283 Fax. 561-451-4243561-483-4283 Fax. 561-451-4243561-483-4283 Fax. 561-451-4243561-483-4283 Fax. 561-451-4243

Mans Best FriendMans Best FriendMans Best FriendMans Best Friend

A dog is truly a man's best friend.
If you don't believe it, just try this experiment. 
Put your dog and your wife in the trunk of the car... wait an hour.
When you open the trunk, who is really happy to see you?

I rest my case.

Submitted by:  Bill Pointer - ABATE LIFE MEMBERSubmitted by:  Bill Pointer - ABATE LIFE MEMBERSubmitted by:  Bill Pointer - ABATE LIFE MEMBERSubmitted by:  Bill Pointer - ABATE LIFE MEMBER



7 ISSUE 2008-04   VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM APRIL, 2008

Motorcycle Rights & SafetyMotorcycle Rights & SafetyMotorcycle Rights & SafetyMotorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to Dedicated to Dedicated to Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road""Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road""Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road""Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed in
Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. ABATE

of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization dedicated to
promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues

concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We do not
require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of a motorcycle club
or any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
Our most recent victories include the passing of Bill HB1697 requiring stiffer penalties for a

motorist turning left in front of another motorist, one of the leading causes of injury and
death to motorcyclist'. A reformed bill regarding "Ape Hangers" has also been passed,

handlebars are now to be measured from the riders shoulders rather than the seat. We also
helped beat down legislation proposed by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on an

amendment to the transportation, reauthorization bill (SAFE-TEA) that would re-institute a
federal helmet law for all riders by denying federal transportation and safety dollars to that

state

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. Nothing

could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to ride with or without a
helmet it's your choice, it is your right to decide whether wearing a helmet is right for you.

ABATE is an organization fighting to protect your rights.

"FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,000 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 30 active

chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of the largest
chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclist', a Palm Beach

County chapter would become a viable and influential voice in raising motorcycle rights,
safety and awareness.This chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and

all of Palm Beach County.

For more information contact:
 Strongbow President ABATE P.B.C. 561-483-4283 President@abatepalmbeach.com
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APRIL
Wildred "Willie" Feliciano
Leticia "Harley-Girl" Pedraza
Vera "Russian Girl" Monomachoff
Andy "The Mayor" McGill
Dave "Duece" Coleman
Robert "Torch" Lyle
Robert "Bobby" Miller
Debra "Pandora" Militelio

Blayin Cardenas
Rodolfo Rives 
Marvin Alvarez 
Scott Worobey 
Karin "Kara" Djidji
Alberto Alvarez
Luis Carrasco
Richard LeFort 

Mauricio Cardenas
Ray "Rinky" Marrero
Ted  Kimlin
Lori "Sidesaddle" Kimlin
Mark "Bear" Hogan
Eduardo "Gallego" Rios
Luis "Smiley" Correa

MAY
Thomas "Ramblin Man"  Botticelli
Daniel  Henderson
Frank "Taz" Rinaldi
Don  Burke
Charles "Grumpy" Schroeder
Richard "Pops" Caston
Robert "Preacher Bob" Jordan
John E. "Sandman" Wright
Elizabeth "Ivliza" Ranalla
Kathy "Cookie" Cook
Karen Brady
Randy "Big Daddy" Sinclair
Shari  Ball
Nancy "Red" Rutan

JUNE
Athena 'The Vagabond Chickie' Ransom
Bill 'Boca Bill' Welch
Chuck "Mailman" Ennis
Kelly "Boots"  Cassel Heller
Charles "Freeze" Housman
Keryn Piersa
Denis "Pepe" Lessard
Bob Sykes
Robbie "Smoke" Merritt
Sandy   Merritt

MARCH

Trisha "Tushy" Leiti
Martha "Roadkill" Ledford
Kathi "Wheels" Culler
Paul "Zing" McDonald
Everett Curtis

Chip Haubner
Art "Artmann" Ring
Scott "Phoenix" Lipp
Karen Podhurst  Dern

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew
your membership or be deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very

important) be sure to notify us of any change  of address to continue
receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message

Should you have an opinion and the time to write, I’d really like to
hear from you.

Just remember…

All you have to do to be heard is show up!
All you have to do to have what you say to count is show up and VOTE!

For over a year now I have been ending my Vice Presidents Messages with that statement.
At a chapter meeting a few months ago, I asked the members in attendance if they actually
read the messages we write and they all raised a hand to signify they actually do read
them.  I have even gotten two or three e-mails with comments on an article I’ve written
or something I’ve said at a meeting, but from what I have been hearing and seeing lately
I’m not satisfied with that.  The thing that I am hearing more and more is that something
has to change.  I couldn’t agree more!

In this message I am going to share some of my views, thoughts and opinions about what
ABATE is, where we are and how we can move forward.  

If you are one of our members that take the time to come to a chapter meeting or rides
with us you pretty much know about what we are doing or not doing as a chapter.  What
you don’t know is what it takes to accomplish all these things you hear about.  A lot of
hard work goes into maintaining our chapter, much less continually attempting to have
us grow.  

First let’s take a look at the fact that we are an association of volunteers.  People with
a like interest, namely motorcycles, that came together to have a stronger voice
regarding motorcycle rights and safety.  At the helm of our organization we have the
Board of Directors who are elected to coordinate the operations of the Chapter and
represent you.  In my opinion, once you take on that responsibility, the hypocrisy of
being a voluntary organization ceases because you have made a commitment.  Personally,
I have been in this position for over two years now, starting when I stepped into the VP
role when my predecessor chose to vacate his commitment, then last year you elected
me to continue.  

This year both Strongbow and I have been nominated to run for both President and Vice
President.  When first nominated, I advised Strongbow that I had no intent to run against
him for President of our Chapter.  His advice was that it was a good thing to have our
members thinking of choices and I should not be too quick to dismiss the option.   I’ve
given this a lot of thought and feel that there is still a lot to be done in cementing the
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
foundation of our chapter by our founding members.  I am honored to have been
nominated and although it would definitely be a consideration in the future, I feel that
the strength of our team with Strongbow as president is best for the Chapter.  So I will
be declining the nomination for president but I will again accept the nomination for vice
president.  

We have enjoyed some success this year in the positive relationship we built and are
continuing to strengthen with the City of Delray Beach.  We were also recognized by the
South Florida Presidents Council, who granted us two dates on their calendar of events.
These are two immense accomplishments that could benefit our cause greatly.  Though,
they are very separate and different issues, as with anything that carries a substantial
reward, it comes with the responsibility of returning that which was given to us.
Specifically what I mean by that is that Delray Beach is now expecting us to be aware and
considerate of their noise problems and the SFPC is expecting us to participate in the
other events.  So as you can see, with every value given to us we have the responsibility
to return the same.  I believe this to be righteous and proper, but again take some of
the voluntary aspects away from our association as it now places responsibilities back
to all of our members.  We really need your help and support for our June 28th SFPC
Event, as well as a positive image when riding through Delray Beach.

At the last Chapter Board of Directors meeting I suggested that we should consider
moving our Chapter meeting from Saturday to Sunday morning.  I suggested this in an
attempt to allow more of our members who work on Saturdays to have the opportunity
to attend the meetings and in the hope that we would have members together that would
ride with us to the SFPC calendar events that generally occur on Sundays.  All but one
member in attendance agreed with my suggestion and we have taken it a step further by
sending an e-mail to all members currently on the e-mail list for comments.  So far there
is overwhelming support for the change.  

The next thing I have plans to suggest is a monthly social event for ABATE Palm Beach
Chapter.  It could either take the form of a monthly birthday party for members
celebrating a birthday during that month or possibly just a fun ride.  I’ll be discussing
interest in any monthly social activity at the next BOD and Chapter meetings.  I have to
admit that years ago when I first joined ABATE Southeast Chapter it was the cause that
got my $20.  Now though I am still fighting for the cause, the people of ABATE are what
keeps me committed to progressing.   I guarantee, the more you get involved with the
fantastic people we have in our Chapter the more you will receive in return.  A great
way to start would be getting involved in one of the committees working on the June 28th

event.  Just volunteer whatever spare time you have to assist us in making our first
impression a lasting positive foundation to the SFPC and the South Florida Motorcycle
Community. 
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
In the past, several members have requested information on becoming certified as an
instructor in our Motorcycle Safety & Awareness Program.   I am delighted to inform
you that just last night I was advised by the MSAP Director for ABATE Southeast that
they will again be providing the classes for the Broward County School District Driver
Education Program this summer.  There will be many opportunities for our members to
get their certification by assisting them.  You must participate in three classes to be
certified.  I should have the information and link to the BCSD by the time this newsletter
is published, so if interested please contact me and I’ll be glad to forward the
information to you.  I had a great e-mail from a member not too long ago about my
interest in getting the younger sport-bikers involved with us.  He suggested that we
change directions by going to them rather than attempting to have them come to us.  This
is a great way to start that.  

Earlier in this message I mentioned Change.  I am always glad to listen to ANYTHING that
a member or non-member has to say, although I have to admit that I prefer hearing what
is said directly from the person who is saying it and not third, forth or however many
people in-between.   Like I said earlier and have said many times in the past; it is a very
hard job being one of your directors.  If anyone has something to say I am always willing
to hear you.  I will always consider what you say.  My decision will always be for the
good of the Chapter and not of my personal convictions.  I ask only that you come in and
be heard.  Then if I do not represent your intentions in the direction you believe best for
you; take my job!  Stand up and say, I think I can do this better and I want to take us the
way I believe to be the right way.  Now is the time to be heard.  Nominations are still open
and if you can’t find someone to nominate you come to me and tell me you think you can
do my job better than I can and I’ll nominate you myself.  Just please do not walk away,
because you’re not only letting down our chapter, you’re walking away from yourself.

Should you have an opinion and the time to write, I’d really like to hear from you.

Just remember… All you have to do to be heard is show up!
All you have to do to have what you say to count is show up and
VOTE!

Please feel free to write me with your comments on this article or any other issue you
would like to discuss!

John “Papa Bear” OlseyJohn “Papa Bear” OlseyJohn “Papa Bear” OlseyJohn “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president
VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 
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APRIL 20-NOON
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Sergeant-at-Arms
Greetings my Brothers and Sisters, hope your Easter was pleasant and
enjoyable.  

I want to thank all the people that showed up at the last meeting,
voted and trusted me with the Sergeant At Arms position within our
organization.  Also I’d like to thank (I think) Strongbow for the kind

words he spoke of me and for nominating me as Sergeant At Arms for next year.  With
your help I will do my best to fulfill this position and hopefully discharge my duties in
the manner that will bring honor to you and ABATE of Palm Beach. 

Now I have a few thoughts about our State Representatives and the general public.  How
do these two link together?  Well it seems to me that the general public just has a very
bad misconception of Bikers (50’s and 60’s stigma) and the politicians ride this
misconception as far as they can.  We are not liked at all which puts us as a target.  A
good example of this was during the Delray fiasco, when the news papers were running
their stories; they had a bog set up for comments.  I read these comments and most were
hate driven against Bikers and that we as Bikers have nothing to give to society. 

I have met with a few Representatives since I’ve joined ABATE and my learned opinion of
them has been steadfast.  They smile, give positive responses to your comments, look like
they are interested in what you have to say, then they go off and do what they please.
The politicians have only one objective, which is to get re-elected.

An example of this is Representative Bogdanoff.  Papa Bear and I rode down to ABATE
South East and Jimmy Lesniak (Pres. ABATE S. E.) to meet with Rep. Bogdanoff.  She did
listen to us and did give us the opportunity to speak about the issues that are most
important to us.  During our conversation, two things she said are still ringing in my
ears.  
(1) We need to pass laws to protect motorcyclist from themselves. **
(2) She was asked about the proposal to outlaw the use of cell phones while driving,
her response was no, no, no. 

You can imagine what I thought of her responses, noooo I’ll keep it clean.  For those
who would want to discuss this with me in private, I can be more descriptive and colorful
in getting my point of view across. 

Now to the general cage public that only knows a motorcycle by looking at us as they
turn in our right of way.  Again I’ve talked with them and a number of them are my clients,
but generally they think of us as middle age crises, going through your second
childhood, look at me I’m wearing black leather so I’m tuff, etc, etc, etc, people.  They
don’t know that we are professional people with families and care about our nation as
a whole, but again I don’t think they really care.
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One of my clients was very surprised when I told him that I was a Biker and belonged to
an organization and I saw his attitude change ever so slightly to me.  He came back at me
with I was the cause of his increasing insurance rates, have to wear a helmet, and a few
other things.  After a discussion for approximately half an hour I asked him if he would
read one of our newsletters, September issue.  He agreed and I left it with him with the
promise that he would send it back to me, this issue has our State Reps. info and hand
signals in it.  When he sent it back there was a note attached, “Very interesting and
informative booklet.  I have learned a lot”.  His whole demeanor changed and he started
to send me articles cut out of the news paper about bikes.  A little education went a
long way with him.
   
So to summarize this whole thing, the general public doesn’t like us, the politicians will
follow the general public, not caring if they do right or wrong as long as they get the
vote, and we’re left with a big target on our backs because we ride bikes and wear
leather.  Does this sound about right?

Ok, hear I go now, we need more riders to let the public and politicians know we are out
there and must be counted.  You members that have shown up, I tip my hat to you, those
that haven’t, come on out, you countcountcountcount and it could be fun.  We have to be strong in our
convictions or we will have our rights taken away, example HB 137.  So hope to see you
at the next ride and meeting. 

Keep it vertical, Ride free, Ride safe
   

BwanaBwanaBwanaBwana
Asst. SGT. at ArmsAsst. SGT. at ArmsAsst. SGT. at ArmsAsst. SGT. at Arms
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This is a response that had
been sent to one of our
members, Ray Edwards, by
State Representative Susan
Busher Dist. 88 replying to
the form letter he sent in
regard to HB 137. 

I had received two letters
personally and received “A
Receipt Confirmation” from
other members of the House
Infrastructure Committee. If
you ever wondered if your
opinion is heard this should
answer your question. These
representatives pay attention
to responses to their
position on these issues and
the actions they take. When
you are called upon to take
action, it is indeed in your
best interest and that of all
motorcyclists to respond.

 We as Americans are
beginning to see how
powerful we can be when we
unite under one flag to call
for change or in opposition
to government actions that we
feel are not in our best
interest. You count, your
opinion counts and your
alliance with other like
minded people can have an
effect on the way these people vote on issues. Get involved, let your voice be heard,
answer the call and join the fight. It can make all difference.

StrongbowStrongbowStrongbowStrongbow
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The Stella AwardsThe Stella AwardsThe Stella AwardsThe Stella Awards

It's time again for the annual 'Stella Awards'! For those unfamiliar with these awards, they
are named after 81-year-old Stella Liebeck who spilled hot coffee on herself and
successfully sued the McDonald's in New Mexico where she purchased the coffee. You
remember, she took the lid off the coffee and put it between her knees while she was
driving. Who would ever think one could get burned doing that, right?

That's right; these are awards for the most outlandish lawsuits and verdicts in the U.S.
You know, the kinds of cases that make you scratch your head.

So keep your head scratcher handy. 

7TH PLACE - Kathleen Robertson of Austin,
Texas was awarded $80,000 by a jury of
her peers after breaking her ankle
tripping over a toddler who was running
inside a furniture store. The store owners
were understandably surprised by the
verdict, considering the running toddler
was her own son. 

6TH PLACE - Carl Truman, 19, of Los
Angeles, California won $74,000 plus
medical expenses when his neighbor ran
over his hand with a Honda Accord. Truman
apparently didn't notice there was someone
at the wheel of the car when he was trying
to steal his neighbor's hubcaps.  Go ahead,
grab your head scratcher. 

5TH PLACE - Terrence Dickson, of Bristol,
Pennsylvania, who was leaving a house he
had just burglarized by way of the garage.
Unfortunately for Dickson, the automatic
garage door opener malfunctioned and he
could not get the garage door to open.
Worse, he couldn't re-enter the house
because the door connecting the garage to
the house locked when Dickson pulled it
shut Forced to sit for eight, count 'em,
EIGHT, days on a case of Pepsi and a large
bag of dry dog food, he sued the
homeowner's insurance company claiming
undue mental Anguish. Amazingly, the jury
said the insurance company must pay
Dickson $500,000 for his anguish. We 

should all have this kind of anguish.  Keep
scratching. There are more... 

4TH PLACE - Jerry Williams, of Little Rock,
Arkansas, garnered 4th Place in the
Stella's when he was awarded $14,500
plus medical expenses after being bitten on
the butt by his next door neighbor's beagle
- even though the beagle was on a chain in
its owner's fenced yard. Williams did not get
as much as he asked for because the jury
believed the beagle might have been
provoked at the time of the butt bite
because Williams had climbed over the
fence into the yard and repeatedly shot the
dog with a pellet gun.  Grrrrr... Scratch,
scratch.

3RD PLACE - Amber Cars on of Lancaster,
Pennsylvania because a jury ordered a
Philadelphia restaurant to pay her
$113,500 after she slipped on a spilled
soft drink and broke her tailbone. The
reason the soft drink was on the floor: Ms.
Carson had thrown it at her boyfriend 30
seconds earlier during an argument. What
ever happened to people being responsible
for their own actions? 

Scratch, scratch, scratch. Hang in there;
there are only two more Stellas to go...

2ND PLACE - Kara Walton, of Claymont,
Delaware sued the owner of a night club in
a nearby city because she fell from the
bathroom window to the floor, knocking 
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out her two front teeth. Even though Ms. Walton was trying to sneak through the ladies
room window to avoid paying the $3.50 cover charge, the jury said the night club had to
pay her $12,000....oh, yeah, plus dental expenses. Go figure. 

1ST PLACE:   (May I have a fanfare played on 50 kazoos please)

This year's runaway First Place Stella Award winner was Mrs. Merv Grazinski, of Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, who purchased a new 32-foot Winnebago motor home. On her first trip
home, from an OU football game, having driven on to the freeway, she set the cruise
control at 70 mph and calmly left the driver's seat to go to the back of the Winnebago
to make herself a sandwich. Not surprisingly, the motor home left the freeway, crashed
and overturned. Also not surprisingly, Mrs. Grazinski sued Winnebago for not putting in
the owner's manual that she couldn't actually leave the driver's seat while the cruise
control was set. The Oklahoma jury awarded her, are you sitting down, $1,750,000
PLUS a new motor home. Winnebago actually changed their manuals as a result of this
suit, just in case Mrs. Grazinski has any relatives who might also buy a motor home.

Are we, as a society, getting more stupid...?

Submitted by: Big Jeff A.L.R. 268Submitted by: Big Jeff A.L.R. 268Submitted by: Big Jeff A.L.R. 268Submitted by: Big Jeff A.L.R. 268
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Reverend “Rocky” 

Monthly Encourager

CHARTING A NEW COURSECHARTING A NEW COURSECHARTING A NEW COURSECHARTING A NEW COURSE

In this hurried and often confusing world, it's very critical that
we seek the Lord to gain a sense of His direction for our lives.
Also, we need to learn how to get where He wants us to be.
Thankfully, as believers,we have the Holy Spirit to guide us.
The third person of the Trinity interprets God's Word for us

and reveals the Fathers will for our lives, enabling us to chart the course He wants
us to follow. 

That's why followers of Christ must slow down enough to recieve direction from the
Lord. Time spent in prayer and study of the scriptures is a daily lifeline for us.Our
salvation is not just an event that happens the moment that we recieve Him as our
Redeemer and Savior. This might sound like a contradiction to what we have heard, but
it isn't. Yes, we are saved from the penalties of sin and adopted into God's family the
moment we trust in Him.But His grace is something we should seek our entire lives.
Santification---the process by which God makes us Holy and sets us apart for Him
alone--comes through a growing relationship with Him. (Phil.2:12) 

Our close connection with the Lord may at times seem too difficult to maintain as we
are battered by competing distractions. It's really easy to drift away from His will
without even knowing. But the smallest effort goes a long way with God-- and the
good news is, we don't stay on track merely through our own strength (Phil. 2:13).
James 4:8 says, " Draw near to God and He will draw near to you." The Lord joyfully
responds to our efforts to seek Him and enables us to do His will through His mighty
power (Eph. 1:18-20) 

As we listen to Him, we learn how to pray, and this two-way communication is very vital
to our growth. We read the Bible, and words that once meant very little to us now
jump off the page, speaking directly to our hearts; suddenly we begin to understand
what those words really mean. 

Salvation takes place the moment we ask for forgiveness and accept Christ as our
Savior. The Holy Spirit wants to live the life of Jesus Christ through believers. This
involves prayer, giving and sharing the faith, and beleiving in His promises. 

But too many of us start off strong, then drift away from God before we grow deep
and effective in our walk with Him. 

Unless we stay on course, we're going to pay the consequences. The Bible gives us a
clear warning about wandering away from righteousness. Now is a good time to take an 
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Something I read on the site for a new Biker Mag in the Daytona areaSomething I read on the site for a new Biker Mag in the Daytona areaSomething I read on the site for a new Biker Mag in the Daytona areaSomething I read on the site for a new Biker Mag in the Daytona area
SUBMITTED BY: PAPA BEAR SUBMITTED BY: PAPA BEAR SUBMITTED BY: PAPA BEAR SUBMITTED BY: PAPA BEAR http://www.cochisechops.com http://www.cochisechops.com http://www.cochisechops.com http://www.cochisechops.com 

"Brotherhood" "Brotherhood" "Brotherhood" "Brotherhood" 

I do not believe that you can explain in words, what Brotherhood means in the I do not believe that you can explain in words, what Brotherhood means in the I do not believe that you can explain in words, what Brotherhood means in the I do not believe that you can explain in words, what Brotherhood means in the 
biker world.....if you got it, the right ones will know. biker world.....if you got it, the right ones will know. biker world.....if you got it, the right ones will know. biker world.....if you got it, the right ones will know. 

It does not come when you buy a Harley Davidson....it is not part of theIt does not come when you buy a Harley Davidson....it is not part of theIt does not come when you buy a Harley Davidson....it is not part of theIt does not come when you buy a Harley Davidson....it is not part of the
warranty, nor in  the leathers you wear. It does not come when your break-in warranty, nor in  the leathers you wear. It does not come when your break-in warranty, nor in  the leathers you wear. It does not come when your break-in warranty, nor in  the leathers you wear. It does not come when your break-in 
milege rolls around,  or when you get your first service appointment.milege rolls around,  or when you get your first service appointment.milege rolls around,  or when you get your first service appointment.milege rolls around,  or when you get your first service appointment.

It does come with Respect, Honor and Devotion to those who would stand byIt does come with Respect, Honor and Devotion to those who would stand byIt does come with Respect, Honor and Devotion to those who would stand byIt does come with Respect, Honor and Devotion to those who would stand by
your side in the good times and in the bad. your side in the good times and in the bad. your side in the good times and in the bad. your side in the good times and in the bad. 

It comes when your Brothers accept that you have what  it takes to beIt comes when your Brothers accept that you have what  it takes to beIt comes when your Brothers accept that you have what  it takes to beIt comes when your Brothers accept that you have what  it takes to be
Respected, Trusted and Faithful to the end. Respected, Trusted and Faithful to the end. Respected, Trusted and Faithful to the end. Respected, Trusted and Faithful to the end. 

If it never comes....well....you weren't never meant to be a part of the If it never comes....well....you weren't never meant to be a part of the If it never comes....well....you weren't never meant to be a part of the If it never comes....well....you weren't never meant to be a part of the 

Brotherhood. If it does come, be PROUD and don't SCREW IT UP.  Brotherhood. If it does come, be PROUD and don't SCREW IT UP.  Brotherhood. If it does come, be PROUD and don't SCREW IT UP.  Brotherhood. If it does come, be PROUD and don't SCREW IT UP.  

honest look at your life. If you are drifting away, some how got off course, I pray
that you will be smart enough to stop and let God put you back on course for His
best all the days of your life. 

Here are some ways to get back on course: 
1. Recognise that you have been drifting 
2. Confess and repent. don't simply repent of sin, but realize what you should

have been doing. 
3. Trust the Holy Spirit to enable you to follow Christ. 

I welcome any and all comments 
 
Love each other and Ride Safe

Your Brother in Christ: 

SUBMITTED BY: Chaplain Rocky   - SUBMITTED BY: Chaplain Rocky   - SUBMITTED BY: Chaplain Rocky   - SUBMITTED BY: Chaplain Rocky   - ABATE Palm Beach Chapter
chaplainrocky@yahoo.com
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Continued

NCOM NEWS BYTESNCOM NEWS BYTESNCOM NEWS BYTESNCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by compiled and edited by compiled and edited by compiled and edited by Bill Bish Bill Bish Bill Bish Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

U.S. TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY LOBBIES FOR HELMET LAWS U.S. TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY LOBBIES FOR HELMET LAWS U.S. TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY LOBBIES FOR HELMET LAWS U.S. TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY LOBBIES FOR HELMET LAWS There’s a big difference
between promoting helmet usage and advocating helmet laws, and U.S. Transportation
Secretary Mary Peters made it clear to Congress that she prefers the latter as her
cornerstone to motorcycle safety.

In testimony before the U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee Transportation
Subcommittee on March 6, Secretary Peters revealed her desire to promulgate
nationwide helmet laws; "I support giving the information to states so that they can act
on those laws," she told Senators, adding "And I certainly have made myself available
to a number of states, and, in fact, have called governors when I see substantial
increases in the number of motorcycle deaths in a state, especially a state that has
repealed a helmet law." 

Calling upon the federal government to ease lobbying restrictions imposed at the
behest of motorcycle rights organizations across the country, Peters has requested
legislation that will allow her to divert motorcycle safety funding to convince states
to enact mandatory helmet laws.

Peters has sent letters to House and Senate leadership urging legislation to allow
states to utilize federal funds intended for motorcycle rider training and awareness
programs to promote helmet laws instead. 

SIKH SEEKS FREEDOM FROM CANADIAN HELMET LAW SIKH SEEKS FREEDOM FROM CANADIAN HELMET LAW SIKH SEEKS FREEDOM FROM CANADIAN HELMET LAW SIKH SEEKS FREEDOM FROM CANADIAN HELMET LAW  Baljinder Badesha, a 39-year-old
father of four who immigrated to Canada in 1989 and had been an avid motorcyclist in
his native India, disputed a $110 ticket for riding his 2003 Yamaha Shadow
motorcycle without a helmet in 2005 and is now in court fighting Ontario's
motorcycle helmet law on religious grounds. 

With the Ontario Human Rights Commission at his side, Mr. Badesha argued that
Ontario's helmet law violates his religious freedom, since Sikhist beliefs prevent him
from wearing anything over his turban. 

But Ontario Court Judge James Blacklock ruled that while the law prohibiting anyone
riding a motorcycle without a helmet does violate his right to freedom of religion, 
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Continued

it's justifiable in terms of the benefit that society gains in possible reduced health
costs and the possible loss of people's loved ones.

The Crown’s case centered on increased costs to the health system should helmet-
less Sikh motorcycle riders end up suffering head injuries, though Badesha’s
attorneys pointed to a study that concluded that, assuming half of all Sikh
motorcyclists wear turbans, the increase in serious injuries would be between .43
and 2.83 Sikh riders a year. The study also projected that medical treatment for
traumatic brain injuries would increase from $151,700,000 to $151,834,685 — a
.00005-per-cent overall increase in the province's annual health-care budget. 

Badesha has announced that he will appeal the decision, and backed by the local Sikh
community he now intends to challenge the constitutionality of the law rather than
focusing his fight solely on his ticket. He and his supporters will also lobby
politicians to change the law.  Following the ruling, the World Sikh Organization of
Canada (WSO) issued a  statement expressing disappointment at the court's decision and
asserting that wearing a turban doesn't substantially raise the risk either to the rider
or to others on the road. The organization pointed to the Sikh motorcyclists in other
jurisdictions who have been riding without helmets for many years. India, Hong Kong
and Britain exempt Sikhs from wearing motorcycle helmets, as do the Canadian
Provinces of Manitoba and British Columbia, where a human-rights challenge
precipitated the exemption. Similar challenges have failed in the United States. 

"We are confident of winning the battle this time," Badesha said. "We don't believe a
helmet is safe. Every day riders with helmets die in road accidents. If I'm supposed to
die today, I will die, and nothing can save  me." 

CYCLE SALES SLIDE CYCLE SALES SLIDE CYCLE SALES SLIDE CYCLE SALES SLIDE Economic pressures, weakening dollar and decreased
discretionary spending have contributed to the first downturn in the motorcycle
market in 14 years, and according to a recent LA Times article, especially hard-hit are
small-displacement dirtbikes and Harley-Davidson.

On the up side, motorcycle sales in 2007 were over the 1-million mark for the fifth
straight year, and battery and tire sales indicate that ridership and enthusiasm for the
sport remain high. 

According to the Times article, the U.S. Department of Commerce estimates a 2.2%
sales drop in 2007, but some manufacturers are estimating a slide of up to 8-10%. 

In a regulatory filing, Harley-Davidson Inc. said industry wide U.S. sales of large
displacement motorcycles (over 650cc) fell 5 percent last year.  Harley's large-
motorcycle domestic market share dipped to 49.4% from 50%, while their closest
competitor Honda had a U.S. market share last year of  14.2%, down from 15.1%.
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Bloomberg news services reported recently that Yamaha is experiencing its first
profit drop in eight years, Kawasaki claims sales are down but less than the industry 
average, and Honda and Suzuki each admit losses that parallel the industry overall;
but there’s also some bright spots including Ducati, KTM, Victory, and overall
scooter sales. On another positive note, industry market research group Freedonia
has predicted an expanding global demand for motorcycles of 6% annually due 
primarily to emerging markets such as Asia and South America. 

And while declining motorcycle sales industry-wide has taken a toll on Harley-
Davidson's stock price, one of the country's largest financial institutions, Citigroup,
has removed the Milwaukee motorcycle manufacturer's  stock from its “recommended
to sell' list, citing sales trends that had "stabilized somewhat".

HONDA TO CEASE U.S. MOTORCYCLE PRODUCTION IN OHIO HONDA TO CEASE U.S. MOTORCYCLE PRODUCTION IN OHIO HONDA TO CEASE U.S. MOTORCYCLE PRODUCTION IN OHIO HONDA TO CEASE U.S. MOTORCYCLE PRODUCTION IN OHIO  After nearly 30 years,
Honda Motor Co. plans to stop producing motorcycles in the United States next year,
ending production at its first U.S. plant  and consolidating the Marysville Motorcycle
Plant production at a new state-of-the-art manufacturing facility in Kumamoto, Japan
which will be capable of producing 600,000 motorcycles a year. 

"This move allows us to improve the competitiveness and appeal of our products by
applying the latest technologies and production systems at one efficient location,"
Akio Hamada, president & CEO of Honda of America, said in a statement. "Obviously, the
motorcycle plant has a lot of historical significance," he said. "It was Honda's first
plant in North America. It  started producing motorcycles on Nov. 10, 1979. So
obviously, there's a lot of emotion involved in this kind of decision. 

The sprawling plant, in Marysville, Ohio, employs 450 workers. Honda said there will
be no layoffs when production ends in spring 2009. "There were a  lot of people
who felt disappointment," said plant manager Jan Gansheimer,   noting that many of the
employees are motorcycle enthusiasts who have spent much of their careers at the
plant. 

Mirroring the rest of the industry, Honda's U.S. motorcycle sales fell in 2007, but
the company said that its decision to end Ohio motorcycle production was not based
on a softening American motorcycle market.

Honda's manufacturing venture in America began at the Marysville plant in September,
1979, where its first product was a motocross machine. Over time,  a $165 million
capital investment was made in the facility, which became the worldwide supplier of
some of Honda's most popular models, such as the luxury touring Gold Wing. The
motorcycle plant reached its peak production in 1997 when it turned out 174,000
vehicles, including all-terrain vehicles. In 2005, ATV production was moved to South
Carolina. Last year, 
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the Ohio factory built nearly 61,000 motorcycles, 44,000 of which were Gold
Wings and VTX cruiser motorcycles.

HORSEPOWER VS. HORSESENSE HORSEPOWER VS. HORSESENSE HORSEPOWER VS. HORSESENSE HORSEPOWER VS. HORSESENSE While speed and power typically dominate two-wheeled
trends, a safety movement may be afoot featuring such hot topics as airbags from
Honda, inflatable vests from Dainese, and “uncrashable” bike concepts from BMW. 

So it shouldn't seem surprising that “Motorcycle News” is reporting that Honda and
Yamaha are working with twelve car manufacturers to test and develop technology
intended to "...reduce rear-end shunts, head-on collisions and drivers who turn right
across a road in the face of oncoming traffic, a common cause of motorcycle
accidents." 

The systems, which will begin testing in Japan this month, enable automobiles to
communicate speed and road position to other vehicles, and warn of potential
accidents via voice alerts and navigation system messages. 

Fueled by government funded safety campaigns and worldwide legislative initiatives,
these tests could signal a gradual revolution in motorcycle safety. 

MINNESOTA BIKERS FIGHT TICKETS FOR ROAD BLOCKING MINNESOTA BIKERS FIGHT TICKETS FOR ROAD BLOCKING MINNESOTA BIKERS FIGHT TICKETS FOR ROAD BLOCKING MINNESOTA BIKERS FIGHT TICKETS FOR ROAD BLOCKING A judge has dismissed charges
of obstructing legal process and running a stop sign against one of about 60 bikers
stopped last summer near St. Joseph, MN for blocking an intersection during a run.
The ruling by Stearns County District Court Judge Frank Kundrat comes after one of
the other bikers was found not guilty of a stop sign violation after a trial. 

Scott Reichert recently took his case to court and was acquitted after the
prosecution had presented its case and before Reichert had to put on a defense.
Reichert, a member of the club Street Legal, originally considered just paying the
fine he told the St. Cloud Times newspaper, but then he saw the police reports that
hinted at a possible motive that police wanted to  target some of the BPMs.

The July 7 run from the BPM clubhouse was intercepted by as many as 19 law
enforcement agents, including members of the state Gang Strike Force and an agent
from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. The BPMs have been
identified as a criminal gang based on criteria established by the Legislature, said 
Minnesota Gang Strike Force Commander Ron Ryan in defending their actions that day,
A report filed in case by the Gang Strike Force cites two examples of criminal activity
tied to the BPMs: one incident is from 1971; the other is from 1968.

Reichert and attorneys representing the dozens of bikers stopped that day contend
that the officers and sheriff's deputies were looking for more. If that's the case, a 
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box-score review of the stop could be considered a lopsided defeat: The nineteen
officers wrote about 60 citations for riders failing to stop at a stop sign and two
for riders  having a small amount of marijuana. They arrested one biker for
disorderly conduct, but found no one wanted on warrants and no illegal weapons. 

About five dozen other cases could be headed for separate trials, according to
lawyer Stephen O'Brien, the Minnesota Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) Attorney
representing the remaining bikers. 

WEIRD NEWS: MOTORCYCLES MAKE WOMEN’S CLOTHES FALL OFF WEIRD NEWS: MOTORCYCLES MAKE WOMEN’S CLOTHES FALL OFF WEIRD NEWS: MOTORCYCLES MAKE WOMEN’S CLOTHES FALL OFF WEIRD NEWS: MOTORCYCLES MAKE WOMEN’S CLOTHES FALL OFF  A new trend is
developing: motorcycles and undressing women, reports clutchandchrome.com, citing
two recent events that have the mainstream press lending some credence to this
possibility. 

First, Pamela Anderson made celebrity headlines around the world with her sold out
Valentines Day show at a famous Parisian Gentlemen's club Cabaret house Le Crazy
Horse. A crowd of over 500 fans paid $300 to watch the former Baywatch star give
a performance that finished on the back of a Harley-Davidson motorcycle. A few
weeks after Ms. Anderson's unique Valentines present, pop star Prince threw a post-
Oscar party in his Beverly Hills mansion, which featured room after room of exotic
dancers dressed in various themes with one featuring a scantily clad woman
enthusiastically using a motorcycle as a prop. 

Many industry experts would agree, if this trend of women shedding clothing at the
sight of a motorcycle becomes popular, currently struggling two-wheeled sales
could see a marked improvement.

QUOTABLE QUOTEQUOTABLE QUOTEQUOTABLE QUOTEQUOTABLE QUOTE: "For the saddest epitaph which can be carved in memory of a
vanished liberty is that it was lost because its possessors failed to stretch forth a
saving hand while yet there was time." U.S. Supreme Court Justice George Sutherland
(1862-1942)

And that's all the News that fits!And that's all the News that fits!And that's all the News that fits!And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

April 19, 2008 
11:30 am

VFW POST 4143
2404 Broadway (US 1)

Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073

Check your mail label for
membership expiration


