
Join the "Active" Biker Crowd and head for Tallahassee!
This is the Ultimate for any Grassroots Organization. Visit
with your own State Representative or State Senator.
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and ALL Bikers are Welcome to Participate
This is a major "ACTIVE BIKER DAY"
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President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

In the past two months we have seen the big government
proponents of our country become even more aggressive

then ever in pushing for more laws aimed at us as motorcyclists. 

Legislation has been proposed through HB 137 and it’s companion Bill 802 to give
law enforcement a free hand to target motorcyclists as the root of all-evil when it
comes to creating dangerous traffic conditions. It would also give law enforcement
the right to seize personal property and the courts the power to suspend your
driving privileges for 10 years. The author of this Bill Carlos Lopez-Cantera is a
Representative from Miami. A city where some of the most dangerous traffic
conditions in the nation exists. It’s also a city where corruption in local government
has been likened to that of a third world country. 

This kind of legislation strikes me as the kind of mentality you would find in a third
world nation, where local law enforcement is so ineffective and corrupt that the
military is used to police the police. Where if at any time, someone in local law
enforcement sees something they want, they just arrest the owner for something and
seize whatever it is they want. Sound familiar? All of the things this law is supposed
to do to make the highways and by ways safer are already on the books as traffic
laws without that little twist of seizer and forfeiture.

A 10 year suspension of drivers a license might be a bit stiff for a first offender
but depending on the degree of the offence such as running from police at high
speeds might be a strong deterrent. Too bad we can’t have something like that when
motorists kill a motorcyclist by violating their right of way. Street racing poses an
even bigger threat because it usually involves innocent victims. Not to mention the
fact there are more of them. 

I don’t get it. Those two things alone excessive speed and inattentional blindness are
probably the most common causes of accidents whether you’re on a motorcycle or in
a cage and legislation is being introduced citing motorcycles as the problem. Granted
this moronic stunt riding and the excessive speed issue are definitely things that need
to be addressed but stupid legislation like HB 137 and 802 are not going to make it
go away. 

If the federal government is hell bent on getting involved with motorcycle safety and
doing something about the issue of speed they should be looking at what’s creating
the situation. Motorcycles that are capable of speeds in excess of 150 



5 ISSUE 2008-03   VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM MARCH, 2008

President’s Message - Cont’d
M.P.H. should be fitted with restrictor chips before they can be allowed into the
country or the potential buyer would have to have successfully completed a course
to certify that they are competent to ride a motorcycle at those speeds. If they are
caught exceeding the speed limit at high speeds, running from the police or stunt
riding, they lose their certification and their license. Dealerships would be held
responsible for selling a high performance motorcycle without a chip to someone
without a certificate. But in reality that may be just adding fuel to the fire.

In speaking to a few young sport bike riders I got the impression that they want to
belong to an organization like ABATE but that would mean living in denial. They could
not commit to what we stand for. They would be unable to “compete”, because that’s
really the main reason why this kind of stunt riding and high speed riding exists, it’s a
competition. Possibly being rejected by their peers, two very important factors in
being of that generation. Acceptance, by looking, acting, talking alike, total lack of
common sense, lack of self control, the feeling of being expendable and the never,
ending competition. And their number one goal is, to win at all cost.

The fact is, it’s a generational entity in our society, it exists because it was allowed to
exist, it’s promoted by advertising and ignored by the Status Quo. Personally I think it
was an experiment in raising children that went terribly wrong. 

Apparently the only way they understand or learn anything is through illustration.
There’s a saying when you’re trying to explain something to someone and you know
they just aint gettin it. “What do I have to do draw you a picture?”  Well, I guess with
this generation, you do. I have some very graphic illustrations of what happens when
they lose but unfortunately I have no way of communicating these illustrations to
them. Yet!

Back in January I predicted some old ghosts would undoubtedly re appear and here
we are two months into the new year and the helmet controversy rears it’s ugly head,
thanks to both Mark Rosenker, Chairman of the National Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB) and Mary Peters, Secretary of the Department of Transportation (DOT).
Apparently President Bush’s approach to reign in big government was just more
campaign blubbering because in order to reign it in you must first have a hold of the
reigns. Obviously he did not, because the horse took off with the cart and he wasn’t
on it. His appointee’s do pretty much whatever they want and he doesn’t find out or
chooses to ignore it until they get caught.  These two have teamed up following
Senator Laudenberg’s lead of a couple years ago to make it a federal mandate that
all states conform to a national helmet law. Thanks to quick reaction and solidarity
among motorcyclist rights organizations nationwide, the Bill was beaten down. I think
we all knew at the time that this was just winning a battle and not the war. 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
It’s also obvious that this challenge is gaining support in 2008, with people like Dr.
Runge at the National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration referring to
motorcyclists as “the scourge of the highways”. Both sides are armed with statistic’s
claiming the other’s are inconclusive, apparently now with the inmates running the
asylum it doesn’t matter who has what. Congress has decided that they couldn’t care
less about the facts and stats, they’re going to use whatever means necessary to
“save us from ourselves”, even if it means political and financial extortion by
withholding federal funds to individual states motorcycle safety and educational
programs if they don’t go along with the plan. This is just an example of the lengths
these people are willing to go to get what they want.  

This is why we, as a grassroots rights organization must be heard through words and
action. Words, through letters and emails to elected officials and educating the
public by passing information along to them when ever possible. Civic gatherings and
events are a great way to meet the public and pass on information. Remember, they are
being spoon fed spin and biased bull*#*t by the media and the press. It’s the only way
we’ll be able to introduce them to reality, until we gain enough support to afford
public address messages. Action the kind of physical action it takes to make a phone
call when legislation is being voted on by representatives, go to a city council
meeting or meet with local political figures to pass information to them they most
likely will never see otherwise. 

VOTE! Know who you are voting for, send them a letter or an email and tell them you
are a registered voter and you want to know where they stand on the issues that
affect us all as motorcyclists. If you need literature to send them contact a member
of the Board, if you want to be brought up to speed on the issues, visit our website
or the State’s web site the link is on our site as well. If you need inspiration, plan to
ride to Tallahassee with us in April. You will find yourself being transformed by the
experience. This year the State Meeting and Ride to the Capitol will be April 11-14.
Information is available in this newsletter, the Master Link, on our web site, the state
web site and flyers at our chapter meeting. It’s great to have more of us riding
together on weekends and seeing more new faces at Bike Nights and events. I hope
you’re as proud of being a member of this chapter as I am, I look forward to seeing
everyone at our next meeting. Nominations for the chapter Board of Directors will
begin at the meeting 3/15/08.

Ride Free, Ride Safe

Strongbow  - President 
president@abatepalmbeach.com
ABATE P.B.C.
561-483-4283 Fax. 561-451-4243
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed in
Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. ABATE

of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization dedicated to
promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues

concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We do not
require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of a motorcycle club
or any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
Our most recent victories include the passing of Bill HB1697 requiring stiffer penalties for a

motorist turning left in front of another motorist, one of the leading causes of injury and
death to motorcyclist'. A reformed bill regarding "Ape Hangers" has also been passed,

handlebars are now to be measured from the riders shoulders rather than the seat. We also
helped beat down legislation proposed by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on an

amendment to the transportation, reauthorization bill (SAFE-TEA) that would re-institute a
federal helmet law for all riders by denying federal transportation and safety dollars to that

state

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. Nothing

could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to ride with or without a
helmet it's your choice, it is your right to decide whether wearing a helmet is right for you.

ABATE is an organization fighting to protect your rights.

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,000 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 30 active

chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of the largest
chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclist', a Palm Beach

County chapter would become a viable and influential voice in raising motorcycle rights,
safety and awareness.This chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and

all of Palm Beach County.

For more information contact:
 Strongbow President ABATE P.B.C. 561-483-4283 President@abatepalmbeach.com
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APRIL
Robert "Bobby" Miller
Richard   LeFort
Scott Worobey
Debra "Pandora" Militelio
Ted  Kimlin
Lori "Sidesaddle" Kimlin
Mark "Bear" Hogan
Andy "The Mayor" McGill
Dave "Duece" Coleman
Robert "Torch" Ly
Marvin Alvarez
Ray "Rinky" Marrero
Wildred "Willie" Feliciano
Leticia "Harley-Girl" Pedraza
Karin "Kara" Djidji
Alberto Alvarez
Luis Carrasco
Mauricio Cardenas
Blayin Cardenas
Rodolfo Rives
Eduardo "Gallego" Rios
Luis "Smiley" Correa
Vera "Russian Girl" Monomachoff

MAY
Thomas "Ramblin Man"  Botticelli
Daniel  Henderson
Frank "Taz" Rinaldi
Don  Burke
Charles "Grumpy" Schroeder
Richard "Pops" Caston
Robert "Preacher Bob" Jordan

John E. "Sandman" Wright
Elizabeth "Ivliza" Ranalla
Kathy "Cookie" Cook
Karen Brady
Randy "Big Daddy" Sinclair
Shari  Ball
Nancy "Red" Rutan

FEBRUARY

Ernest Bocchino
Dee Boutin
William "Bill" Power
Tom "2 Blades" Kirkham
Allen "Fireball" Shearer
Cynthia "Hotfoot" Shearer
Larry "Wrench" Rivera
Arthur "Wizzard" Peffer

MARCH

Trisha "Tushy" Leiti
Martha "Roadkill" Ledford
Kathi "Wheels" Culler
Paul "Zing" McDonald
Everett Curtis
Chip Haubner
John  McIntosh
Art "Artmann" Ring
Scott "Phoenix" Lipp
Karen Podhurst  Dern

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew
your membership or be deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very

important) be sure to notify us of any change  of address to continue
receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message
ANOTHER ATTACK ON OUR PRESIDENT, STRONGBOW,
RESULTS IN HIM TAKING ANOTHER ONE ON THE CHIN AND
OUR ASSISTANT SERGEANT-AT-ARMS HAVING ONE BOUNCE
OFF HIS HEAD!

A fowl attack on Strongbow and Bwanna showed their resolve in
thwarting whatever flies their way when representing our Chapter.  This time it wasn’t
the moronic garble of a self appointed rights activist but it was none the less
feathered by a dangerous attack!  I am glad to report that eye witnesses advised that
the alleged attackers—possibly egged on by a nationally recognized animal rights
association (but this is only my opinion)—was thwarted by the burly chin of
Strongbow and inflexible head of Bwanna.  Now, we can all attest to the resolve of
our President and if you have ever tried to get a point across to Bwanna, anything
hitting his head is a waste of time and he is a classic example of a rider not needing
a helmet as what he had is much harder than any man made plastic protection (sorry
Bro, just funnin’ with you). 

The facts as I heard them are: Strongbow and Bwanna, riding in a poker run
representing our chapter, were hit by two birds.  These birds paid for their attack
on our Brothers with their lives!  I’ve advised Strongbow that I would be monitoring
the web site of the National Audubon Society for any news of their members passing
or any pending charges. And we all thought it was just cagers and sport bikes we
had to worry about!

That in mind I guess it’s about time for me to write another article about sport bike
riders.  If you read the last message from Doc Reichenbach in the last Master Link
you know he is perplexed as I am on how we can get these youngsters to act more
responsibly and as resolved as I am to find a solution.  I know I might be sounding like
a broken record (that’s what we heard music on before CD’s for you youngsters) but
we have to educate these sports bike riders because they keep killing themselves and
others, bringing negative attention to all of us on two wheels.  Remember when we
only had to worry about the bad press we got from some of the activities of 1%’ers?
 My opinion, I’ll take them everyday over these kids with their death wishes!

Reality is, we have to get these kids cultured to the facts of life.  The operative
word there is “LIFE”.  I personally don’t get it, but it seems that these kids just do
not fear death.  I mean, are they that F’n stupid?  Maybe I’m just too old to remember
that feeling of immortality but with what was going on in Viet Nam and my life on the
streets of NY as a cop, I just never figured on seeing my 30’s much less 40’s and
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
now I’m 55 and cherish my life so much that I want all the time here that I can get.

PLEASE, I need your help!  How do we get to these kids?  

I, as well as Doc Reichenbach, have asked in the past if we should distance ourselves
from these sports bike riders.  How can we do that?  It was proven in the past by our
countries wisest leaders that isolationism does not work.  I always thought that when
I got older that I wouldn’t want to fight as much as I did when I claimed I just didn’t
know any better.  Now I find that I need to fight for what I believe in even more but
now I’m fighting with my mind and open hands, fingers sliding over this keyboard
rather than with a clenched fist.  Now I look to my mind rather than my brawn but
what do I do when there are no clear answers coming when I try and try to think of
a way to reach these kids and stop them from killing themselves?

I look at the proposed legislation that would impose stiff penalties on these kids for
riding so irresponsibly but then recognize that our lawmakers haven’t been able to
write it without a profound affect on me and our members that have chosen me to
represent them.  Then I have to fight against something that has the same goal as I
have—to stop these kids from killing themselves and others—because it also
aversely affects us as well.  How do we do get the legislators to enact laws that
can protect us and control them.  Simple answer is that we can not!  We are them.
What I mean by that is; for better-or-worse, if you ride it and it has less than four
wheels it is us!

 There are so many “Motorcycle Discriminatory Attack Laws” that are easy to fight
just on their lack of merit, but what do we do when we are at as much as a loss for
the right answer as the legislators?

The only thing I can guess at—and believe me it is only my best guess—is get in their
face every opportunity we can, with the reality of what the lawmakers are trying to
do and what we have experienced in all our years on two wheels, in the hope that we
can possibly get through to them that life is a privilege that can be taken away at any
moment.  

I started this message with humor but it is all deadly serious.  We recently had two
men win their bouts with two birds in a freak occurrence.  But can you imagine what
would have happened if they were traveling at speeds in excess of 100MPH or trick
riding with their front wheel in the air or their ass off the seat? 
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
We have to do something or legislators, without our understanding and love for our
freedom of the road, will decide the path we ride will and dictate our course to be
followed.  To me, ABATE is protecting my right to choose what is right for me.  You
have chosen me and our Board of Directors to represent your right to choose the
manner you wish to ride.  As your chosen representative, I am asking you here and
now to contact me with your ideas because I need your help.

Should you have an opinion and the time to write, I’d really like to hear from you.

Just remember… All you have to do to be heard is show up!
All you have to do to have what you say to count is show up and
VOTE!

Please feel free to write me with your comments on this article or any other issue
you would like to discuss!

John “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president
VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 

Hey Papa Bear,

There were actually three of them, I got one, Bwana got one and we’re claiming the
third as a shared Kill. Ted saw all three crash but we don’t know how or who got
it.

Strongbow
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Asst. Sergeant-at-Arms
Hello my brothers and sisters, this is my first message and I’ll try
to make as much sense as I can.  

First off, sorry I wasn’t at the last meeting.  As you may know I ride
with Strongbow mostly since we live close together and wouldn’t
you know his bike threw a belt on the way up to the meeting. 

Needless to say, I’m not going to leave him stranded.  He was able to get things taken
care of and released me so I could make the Heritage Festival.  For those that made
the Festival, I’m hear to say that it was awesome to see those bikes come rumbling in. 
I was proud of my Chapter and I know that Jimmy Less (ABATE South East President)
was very appreciative for the support. 

When I was considering joining ABATE Palm Beach a little more than a year ago, I did
some research and found out what Abate stood for and represented, and under those
ideals I joined.  Like most people with a life, I figured pay my dues, buy a patch and
show support when I can, no mandatory rides.  Through the year I started making our
monthly meetings and going on more and more rides to different events and meeting
great people.  The only thing though, it seems to be the same 50 or so people at the
meetings, and the same dozen or so people on the rides.

Let me put a thought out there for everyone to consider.  Our Chapter has 260+
members and let’s say on average that there are 4 weekends a month.  If everyone
picked just one weekend a month to make a ride with our Chapter, that would mean on
average  60+ riders each weekend.  I think that might turn a few heads, don’t you?

So why do we want to turn a few heads and possibly get noticed?  Those people that
are looking could be City Commissioners, Mayors, State Rep’s, or people that might
know these State and City Officials.  Believe me, word would get back to them that we
are here in force and before they try to do something like Delray had done, they
might think twice.  Oh, by the way, you might have some fun riding as a Chapter also.

Also speaking of Delray, you don’t think you (we) didn’t make a difference?  When our
Officers spoke to the Delray Commissioners and Mayor, hundreds of our favorite
friends were in the meeting chambers and outside backing them up.  This display of
support gave our Officers a loud voice and a voice which had to be listened to, and
guess what, Delray did.  Without the support and display shown, think of what might
have happened, Delray would have gotten their way and that would have opened it up
to every community that doesn’t like bikers.  

We as ABATE members have a responsibility that is first and foremost and that is to
protect our rights as bikers, promote drivers education and safety.  We are not a
social organization nor are we a charitable organization, but we can have fun along 
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the way as we proceed in our cause.  The freedom to ride our roads and our rights as
bikers are constantly being attacked and it is you that will make the difference.

Hopefully I have made some people think and evaluate the reason why they are ABATE
Members.  We have a just cause, worthy of our time and dedication with good people
to rub shoulders with and share ideas.  As an added bonus we have an outstanding
Board of Directors with two people who in my opinion display the leadership, skill,
and tact that is necessary for our Chapter to grow, need I say who they are,
Strongbow and Papa Bear.

So, what do you say, see you at the next meeting or the next ride?  I hope so cause I’d
like to meet the other 210+ members.

Ride safe and ride free

Bwana
Asst. SGT. at Arms
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How it all Began ….

Once upon a time in a village, a man
appeared and announced to the villagers
that he would buy monkeys for $10
each. 

The villagers seeing that there were many
monkeys around, went out to the forest,
and started catching them. The man
bought thousands at $10 and as supply
started to diminish, the villagers stopped
their effort. He further announced that
he would now buy at $20. This renewed
the efforts of the villagers and they
started catching monkeys again. 

Soon the supply diminished even further
and people started going back to their
farms. The offer increased to $25 each
and the supply of monkeys became so
little that it was an effort to even see a
monkey, let alone catch it! 

The man now announced that he would buy
monkeys at $50 ! However, since he had

to go to the city on some business, his
assistant would now buy on behalf of
him. 

In the absence of the man, the assistant
told the villagers. "Look at all these
monkeys in the big cage that the man has
collected. I will sell them to you at $35
and when the man returns from the city,
you can sell them to him for $50 each." 

The villagers rounded up with all their
savings and bought all the monkeys. Then
they never saw the man nor his assistant,
only monkeys everywhere! 

Now you have a better understanding of
how the stock market works

Submitted by: Redd Rutan
ABATE P.B.C.
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"Life is like a jar of Jalapeno peppers. What you do today, might
Burn Your Ass Tomorrow." - Submitted by: Tomcat ABATE P.B.C.

Wine vs. water

To my friends who enjoy a glass of
wine... and those who don't. As Ben
Franklin said: "In wine there is
wisdom, in beer there is freedom, in
water there is bacteria." In a number
of carefully controlled trials,
scientists have demonstrated that if
we drink 1 liter of water each day,
at the end of the year we would have
absorbed more than 1 kilo of
Escherichia coli, (E. coli) - bacteria
found in feces.

In other words, we are consuming 1
kilo of poop. However, we do NOT
run that risk when drinking wine &

beer (or tequila, rum, whiskey or
other liquor) because alcohol has
to go through a purification process
of boiling, filtering and/or
fermenting.

Remember: Water = Poop, Wine =
Health.

Therefore, it's better to drink wine
and talk stupid, than to drink water
and be full of shit. There is no need
to thank me for this valuable
information: I'm doing it as a public
service.
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“Slo Motion” Henderson
Legislative Liaison 

As I reported at the last meeting, ABATE of Florida has a
new person doing a New State Legislative Page.  So far he
seems to be doing a good job updating it.   Go to the State
page http://www.abateflorida.com/, at the top in the choices
on the left, click on the new selection “Legislative Info
Center”.  You can even sign up to receive email updates for

changes and when your help is needed.  Also links to AMA and NCOM news.

Summery of what’s new.
1- CALL TO ACTION...In response to the US DOT Secretary, Mary Peters, call

to divert funds from motorcycle safety and educational programs into a
campaign for 100% State Helmet Laws... site has suggests to write
letters.  Let’s get on that job!

2 -  Current Issues status and ABATE opinion. HB137 and SB838. WE oppose
no action at this time needed

3- Others being watched – which were better explained and ABATE’s stand
posted.

* Under Review... FL - HB109 Highway Safety- mainly seems to be going after
unlicensed, suspended, or evoked drivers with stiffer penalties.
* Under Review...  FL - HB115  Motor Vehicles Used to Flee From or Elude a
Law Enforcement Officer – impoundment or immobilization of motor vehicle
used to flee from or elude law enforcement officer; requires payment of
costs & civil penalty by owner or lessee of vehicle; provides for exceptions
* Under Review...:  FL - HB403 / SB684 Barriers/Highways, Canals and Bodies
of Water ABATE's concern is the Cable Barriers. Are they appropriate for
Motorcyclist or do they add more danger during an Evasive Maneuver to
prevent an otherwise collision or vehicle contact.
* Driver Distraction Issues... Presently reviewing Introduced Bills...
* Stiffer Penalties... Pressing for Stiffer Penalties on all available issues...
* State Training Requirements... Grandfather clause added as an amendment.
Other issues still exist - sites, cost, etc. Watching for additional changes... 

WE need to step and get more active in these issues.  Write those letters. 
Contact your government.  There are links on our Legislative page (check the top
gray section) to find yours. 
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AMA CONCERNED ABOUT NEW THREAT  TO MOTORCYCLE SAFETY TRAINING FUNDS

Posted February 15, 2008   

U.S. Transportation Secretary Mary Peters is urging Congress to allow states to
divert federal money now used for motorcycle training and awareness to instead
promote the use of motorcycle helmets, the American Motorcyclist Association
reports.

Peters sent letters to House and Senate leaders this week asking for the change.

Ed Moreland, AMA Vice President for Government Relations, expressed concern
that diverting federal motorcycle safety funds to promote helmet use could harm
rider training courses and motorcycle awareness programs that are already
underfunded in many states.

"Helmet use is certainly one part of a comprehensive approach to motorcycle
safety," said Moreland. "But this step is a direct raid on funds that were
appropriated by Congress to address the specific safety concerns of the
motorcyclists' rights community. Furthermore, the use of motorcycle helmets is
already advocated in existing motorcycle safety initiatives.

"Funding for rider-training courses is frequently under threat in cash-strapped
states, and cutting the same-size pie into thinner slices is not the comprehensive,
thoughtful, national motorcycle safety strategy we need."

Moreland also expressed concern that Peters' proposal could contradict
sections of transportation bills passed in 1998 and 2005 that ban the use of
federal motorcycle safety funds to lobby state legislatures in favor of
mandatory helmet laws and could effectively reverse those bans.

The AMA strongly advocates the voluntary use of helmets by adults, along with
other appropriate safety gear, and does not oppose laws requiring helmet use by
minors. But the Association believes adults should be allowed to make their own
decisions about when to wear a helmet.

Source: http://www.amadirectlink.com/news/2008/fedfunding.asp
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Reverend “Rocky” 

Monthly Encourager

PROOF
 
We sometimes think that it would be much easier to follow God if we could just
see Him once. But, the truth is, He is all around us. We just fail to recognize the
evidence. God is making Himself known and the Proof is everywhere. How can we
trust what cannot be seen? Simple-------look for the Proof. 

‘The Shadows Prove the Sunshine, the Echo Proves the Sound, the Steam Proves
the Heat, the Watermark Proves the Flood, and the Rustling of the Leaves Prove
the Wind. We struggle to believe what we cannot see, but, we cannot see because
we are not looking. Creation Proves the Creator, the Heavens Prove His Glory,
the Son Proves the Father, the Cross Proves His Love.’

What more do you need to see? God loves you. He wants to be in your life. Trust
in the "PROOF" that is before you every second of your life. You will be seeing
things in a different Light. 
 
Love each other and Ride Safe

Your Brother in Christ: 

SUBMITTED BY: Chaplain Rocky  
ABATE Palm Beach Chapter
chaplainrocky@yahoo.com
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Continued

NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

TRANSPORTATION CHIEF CALLS FOR HELMET USE U.S. Transportation Secretary
Mary E. Peters sent legislation to Congress on February 14th seeking to divert
funding from rider training and motorcycle awareness funds to promote helmet
use.

According to the Department of Transportation, the legislation submitted to
Congress would allow states to use federal motorcycle safety funding to
promote the use of motorcycle helmets. Currently, states are limited to using
the funds for motorcycle safety training and awareness programs only.

In spite of a Congressional ban on the federal agency lobbying state legislatures
in favor of passing helmet laws, Secretary Peters wrote letters to House and
Senate leaders “seeking greater flexibility for states to target one of the
leading causes of motorcycle deaths across the nation – riding without a helmet."

"Secretary of Transportation Mary Peters is requesting an amendment to allow the
SAFETEA-LU Section 2010 Grant funds to be used to promote helmet use in a
letter sent to President of Senate Dick Cheney and Speaker of the House Nancy
Pelosi," explained Sputnik, Chairman of the National Coalition of Motorcyclists
Legislative Task Force (NCOM-LTF). "This is nothing more than a raid on a fund that
was intended for motorcycle awareness and education.

Motorcyclists across the nation fought hard for many years to get this grant
money and the outlines for its usage were hammered out and agreed upon."

Consider writing letters to your Senators and Representatives asking them to do
the following:

1. Write Secretary Peters and request she withdraw her proposed amendment.
2. Speak with your legislators against this letter in an attempt to gather votes
against this amendment if she does not withdraw it and it becomes a written bill.
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Continued

INCREASED GLOBAL DEMAND FOR MOTORCYCLES FORECAST Global demand for
motorcycles is projected to exceed 59 million unites in 2011. According to a
new study from The Fredonia Group, Inc., a Cleveland-based industry market
research firm, the demand for motorcycles is forecast to advance 6.0 percent
annually to 59 million units in 2011, representing $49 billion in manufacturers'
sales.

"This growth emanates from a mix of developed market incremental improvements
and emerging market expansions," quoted the independent report released
February 7th. "Demand for all categories of motorcycles is expected to remain
healthy, despite the plateauing of growth in key markets such as China, which is
rapidly transitioning away from motorcycles and toward cars for its
transportation needs."

These and other trends, including market share and company profiles, are
presented in "World Motorcycles", a market research study conducted by The
Fredonia Group, an unbiased international business analyst with Fortune 500
clientele. The most rapid growth will occur in developing markets, where rising
income levels and the introduction of higher quality machines featuring the latest
technologies will fuel demand.

"This growth will be tempered in part by the increasing number of restrictions or
outright bans on motorcycle use in urban areas in Asia,"

according to their research. "In developed markets, fuel prices and increasing
restrictions on car use in some regions such as Western Europe are stoking
interest in the exceptional fuel economy and cost effectiveness motorcycles
offer. While the market for large and expensive high displacement motorcycles
will also remain moderately strong, concerns regarding future demand have
emerged due to the aging of the customer base, especially in the United States
and Western Europe."

Two separate motorcycle markets exist, as broken down in the report. The first
centers on the industrialized Triad (the US, Japan and Western Europe), where
motorcycles are seen as pleasure vehicles. The other, much larger market in unit
terms exists in the emerging economies of Asia, Latin America and the
Africa/Mideast region, where motorcycles are seen as primary family and work
vehicles. "While Asia is dominant in terms of unit volume, most key players derive
far higher revenues per unit from sales in developed markets such as North
America," says the study.
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Continued

VISION ZERO An international conference has been convened to investigate
methods of eliminating all risk on the roads, and the possibility of eliminating
motorcycles as well. Government transport advisors from across the European
Union gathered in Brussels for the three-day conference beginning February
12th, called: "Safe Highways of the Future… exploring technologies and changes
required to enable zero deaths on Europe’s roads to become a reality."

Presenters included Swedish transport advisor Claes Tingvall who devised the
"Vision Zero" transportation policy. Vision Zero aims to eliminate all deaths on the
roads through technology, and Tingvall famously said on TV:

"There is no room for motorcycles in Vision Zero."

Rune Elvik, a Norwegian transport advisor, recently said a debate was needed on
whether motorcycles should be allowed on the roads in order for Vision Zero to
progress.

Topics of the conference included "Safer Vehicles By Design". 

BRITISH MOTORCYCLE INDUSTRY DEMANDS BETTER TREATMENT FOR BIKERS United
Kingdom motorcycle industry leaders want the British government, legislators,
local authorities and transport planners to treat motorcycling as a serious,
relevant alternative to cars, buses and trains. David Taylor, chief executive of
the UK Motor Cycle Industry Association, made this plain only days after news of
an 8.6 percent rise in motorcycle, scooter and moped registrations in 2007 –
the biggest jump in seven years.

"There are more than 1.2-million powered two-wheelers on UK roads," he told
media sources on January 22, 2008. "After several years of flat sales, there
are strong indications that people are seeing PTW's as practical, relevant
personal transport They are part of the solution to traffic congestion and
pollution - it's time motorcyclists were properly considered and treated seriously
'There are more than 1.2-million powered two-wheelers on UK roads'."

"All too often car owners, commercial vehicles and public transport take priority
while those on two wheels are ignored or an afterthought," Taylor added. "We
want equality and the incentives that come with the recognition that PTW's ease
traffic and parking congestion, reduce emissions and provide reliable and efficient
personal transport."

In particular, the MCIA wants:
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Continued

Government transport policies that acknowledge PTW's as a viable alternative to
tackle congestion and CO2.

Better roads and faster and more efficient road maintenance.

An end to an unforgiving road infrastructure clearly designed with not all road
users in mind.

The promotion of PTW's as a legitimate and relevant congestion-busting means of
travel, including their exemption from road pricing, parking and congestion
charges, access to bus lanes and secure parking.

A lower scale of vehicle excise duty; no motorcycle should be taxed more than
the smallest car.

The UK government announced a motorcycle strategy in 2005 but little had been
done with implementation. PTW's were almost ignored in the government's latest
core transport policy paper "Towards a Sustainable Transport Policy".

This, Taylor said, was not good enough.

"The industry feels, despite warm words from ministers, 'mainstreaming' of
motorcycling in transport policy isn't happening. There should be no barriers to
the development of motorcycling, better protection for riders and recognition
of motorcycling as a legitimate form of transport."

BIKIES INVITED INTO AUSTRIALIAN PARLIAMENT FOR DEBATE Members of the Gypsy
Jokers, Finks and Hells Angels were among guests at Parliament House for a
February 8th briefing on new laws being introduced by the State Government to
combat outlaw motorcycle clubs, and Democrats MP Sandra Kanck plunged
herself into controversy by inviting the "bikies" to participate in the debate.

MP Kanck defended the presence of the outlaw motorcycle club members saying
people who are affected by legislation should be consulted before it becomes
law. The seminar was organized by Ms Kanck to highlight concerns the legislation
will unfairly target people who are not involved in criminal acts, such as bikers
who belong to the Longriders Christian Motorcycle Club who’s homes have been
raided by police during anti-bikie efforts.

Under the laws, scheduled to be debated soon in the House of Assembly, South
Australians who have contact with bikies at least six times a year will face a 
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minimum of five years in jail. The Serious and Organized Crime (Control) Bill 2007
also will enable the Police Commissioner, Mal Hyde, to obtain orders from the
Attorney-General, Michael Atkinson, declaring bikie gangs illegal.

Anyone involved with the gangs, or who has any contact with them, can then be
served with orders restricting their movements based on police intelligence,
which must remain secret.

Prominent criminal defense lawyer Craig Caldicott told the gathering that the new
laws were an attempt "to use a sledgehammer to crack a walnut."

"They are basically an overkill," Caldicott said. "It is the only piece of legislation
in Australia aimed at a group of people who wear leather jackets."

COLORS SOUGHT FOR MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM  The Sturgis Motorcycle Museum &
Hall of Fame is seeking vests with patches to expand an existing exhibit about
motorcycle clubs.

"I'm looking to reach out to Motorcycle Clubs who might be willing to have their
colors on display," said Christine Paige Diers, Executive Director of the Sturgis
Motorcycle Museum & Hall of Fame in South Dakota.

"One of the exhibits we've had on display for the last six to eight months is an
exhibit about Motorcycle Clubs," explained Diers. "As part of the exhibit, we had a
number of vests with patches representing a variety of clubs. Unfortunately, the
owner of those patches has reclaimed his collection. We're in the process of
trying to rebuild the display and are looking for clubs that might be interested."

The idea of this exhibit is to educate the public about the history of motorcycling
and present a fair-minded representation of motorcycle clubs in their many forms,
she said. "I'd like to rebuild the exhibit with themed sections to display, including
women's clubs, family oriented clubs, law enforcement clubs and veterans clubs."

Anyone interested in loaning a jacket, vest or patch, or even a photo, to the
museum for a time period of one to two years, along with a brief club description
or history, should contact her at christine@sturgismuseum.com or phone 605-
347-2001.

WEIRD NEWS: CRASH ABSORBER INVENTED FOR MOTORCYCLES A new design of
crash absorber can combat the type of accident where motorcyclists run into
something and are then killed by the bike pivoting over the front wheel and 

impacting on the rider. Iranian inventor Mohammad Hassan Shorabi has come up with
a construction that absorbs some of the impact energy and transfers the residue
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of the impact reaction force to the back axle. He has incorporated the idea into a
child’s bike so it can travel as personal airline baggage. It comprises a strong
construction that projects just forward of the front wheel and is able to slide
down the main body of the bike as the various parts of it collapse, bend and
break.

Shorabi has installed it on two different motorcycles, and a friend "without mind"
tested it by riding it into a wall – and survived the experience.

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "One machine can do the work of fifty ordinary men. No machine
can do the work of one extraordinary man."
Elbert Hubbard (1856-1915) American writer, artist

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

March 15, 2008 
11:30 am

VFW POST 4143
2404 Broadway (US 1)

Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073

Check your mail label for
membership expiration


