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President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

I took some time to sit back and reflect on the past year and ponder the
possibilities of the New Year. I must say, when I thought about the way our
chapter has grown and what we have accomplished, I felt a strong sense of pride
and gratitude for having been given an opportunity to work as a team member with
a great board of directors. I was humbled by the support I personally received
and even more so in the fact that I also saw an emergence of pride and personal
commitment from members of our board and the membership itself.

Thanks to the efforts and commitment of our members that set up a table at Bike
Nights every week we are now expected to be there because more people are
beginning to understand what our mission is. They see that this is a concerted
effort to stand up to politicians that have become so entranced in their own
purpose that they think the solution to every problem is passing worthless and
unenforceable legislation so they can pursue personal ambitions rather than deal
with reality and address the issues that effect people every day. They look to us
for information and answers to questions regarding our rights as motorcyclists.
And, that’s what we do, it’s what we are all about.

Our newsletter has become very popular reading, thanks to creative, informative
and interesting articles and writing. It’s popularity, is also due to outstanding
layout and design and editing. Each month our newsletter is circulated we receive
requests for more copies to be dropped off in all kinds of businesses and
establishments. Those newsletters have to be distributed, it’s a big job and I am
grateful and very proud of those of you who have made that commitment and
stuck with it. This is probably the single most important function we have to
attribute to our success. I salute all of you and thank you for a job well done. 

In becoming better organized I also feel we have become more focused on the
challenges we’ll face in the coming year. There are still some old ghosts out
there that will surely appear. The helmet law proponents are still lurking in the
shadows threatening to push for a federal mandate. Which in fact brought a
renewed and stronger alliance between the MRF, NCOM and ABATE. The cell phone
legislation and drivers education in the school system will undoubtedly be at the 
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President’s Message - Cont’d

forefront of discussion and debate. Two subjects I feel are serious threats to
our safety and need to be vigorously addressed and supported.

On the local level we will need to act in response to municipalities like Delray
Beach thinking they can pass ordinances that discriminate against us and further
infringe on our rights and freedoms. This issue is by no means over. As a matter
of fact I predict it will be intensified with neighboring communities like Ocean
Ridge and Highland Beach becoming involved in what appears to be a coordinated
effort to restrict motorcycle traffic on A1A by handing out tickets for loud
pipes whether they are or not. Which should prove to be interesting as these
cases are brought before judges. 

I would like to see our motorcycle safety course in the school system become
activated. It might just open a few eyes when educators realize how little people
know about responsible driving practices. As it stands now young people are
learning to drive by their parents and peers. Some of which can be considered
part of the problem rather than the solution. If you think about it, young people
are really only learning the most basic of skills and a whole lot of bad habits.

Most parents are no where near qualified to teach responsible driving when they
themselves are talking on cell phones, reading, eating and a doing everything but
paying attention to what they are doing. Their peers are learning from their
parents as well and than demonstrating their own prowess in street racing and
stunts, talking on cell phones, text messaging and more often than not under the
influence of drugs, alcohol or both, steroids and super energy drinks that can
put them in an aggravated and aggressive state to the point where they can’t sit
still at a light or stop sign without jumping out of their vehicle to change
drivers or pull out of a turn lane back into traffic approaching on their blind
side because the on coming traffic doesn’t allow them to move fast enough. Three
lane changes at the last minuet cutting across traffic to make a turn on the
opposite side of the road because they were distracted doing something other
than paying attention to traffic conditions. These are just examples of the reason
we need to get involved in teaching safety. We have the means and we need to use
it. 

The South Florida Presidents Council has granted us two dates June 28th and
December 7th to hold events. These are vital to our survival as a chapter. There
is so much to be gained from these events it is essential that we begin planning 
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President’s Message - Cont’d

for these events immediately. It is also essential that we all participate in the
function itself. It takes the chapter working together to show solidarity and a
genuine presence brotherhood that helps to gain the respect of other
organizations and to have their support whenever we hold events and functions. 

Their support is also vital when it comes to addressing legislative issues, it takes
the entire motorcycle community coming together to bring about change and to
prevent legislators like Frank Laudenberg and now Mark V. Rosenker, Chairman of
the National Transportation Safety Board from giving the federal government the
final word in regard to our rights an freedoms as motorcyclists by using
extortion tactics against the individual states that choose to make their own
decisions. Let’s not forget this is an election year, we need to know who’s with us
and who isn’t. We as ABATE members need to work harder then ever to stay on top
of the issues and inform others so they can make an intelligent choice when
casting their vote.

In closing, I want to wish everyone a very safe and Happy New Year, may it bring
you good health, wealth, happiness and peace.

Ride Free, Ride Safe

 

Strongbow  - President 
president@abatepalmbeach.com
ABATE P.B.C.
561-483-4283 Fax. 561-451-4243



7 ISSUE 2008-01   VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JANUARY, 2008

Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed in
Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. ABATE

of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization dedicated to
promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues

concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We do not
require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of a motorcycle club

or any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
Our most recent victories include the passing of Bill HB1697 requiring stiffer penalties for a

motorist turning left in front of another motorist, one of the leading causes of injury and
death to motorcyclist'. A reformed bill regarding "Ape Hangers" has also been passed,

handlebars are now to be measured from the riders shoulders rather than the seat. We also
helped beat down legislation proposed by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on an

amendment to the transportation, reauthorization bill (SAFE-TEA) that would re-institute a
federal helmet law for all riders by denying federal transportation and safety dollars to that

state

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. Nothing

could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to ride with or without a
helmet it's your choice, it is your right to decide whether wearing a helmet is right for you.

ABATE is an organization fighting to protect your rights.

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,000 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 30 active

chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of the largest
chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclist', a Palm Beach

County chapter would become a viable and influential voice in raising motorcycle rights,
safety and awareness.This chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and

all of Palm Beach County.

For more information contact:
 Strongbow President ABATE P.B.C. 561-483-4283

President@abatepalmbeach.com
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DECEMBER

Kenneth "Pladoe" Nola
Paul "Rowdy" Dombroski
Juan  Rincon
Manuel "Manny" Leon
Leslie Slaasted

MARCH

Ramona "Mona" Reynolds
Trisha "Tushy" Leiti
Thomas "Top Cat" Cullen
Martha "Roadkill" Ledford
Kathi "Wheels" Culler
Ed "Nighthawk" Lattari
Paul "Zing" McDonald
Everett Curtis
Chip Haubner
John  McIntosh
Kenneth "Porkchop" Reese
Robert "Goose" Frum
Art "Artmann" Ring
Scott "Phoenix" Lipp
Ira Winters
Karen Podhurst  Dern

JANUARY

James "Storm" Swain
Glenn "Capt Glenn" Rosenberger
Donna "Mom" Rosenberger
Jimmy Cash
John "Cat" Catalano
Joseph Patrick
Louis "Scratch" Bencini
Lance E.  Bradford

FEBRUARY

Paul "Razor" Herrington
Ernest Bocchino
Dee Boutin
George Bello
William "Bill" Power
Joey "Uncle Joey" Wiseley
Tom "2 Blades" Kirkham
Gene "Geno" Fallon
Allen "Fireball" Shearer
Cynthia "Hotfoot" Shearer
Larry "Wrench" Rivera
Joe  Nellegar
Frank "Boston" Allen
Arthur "Wizzard" Peffer

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your membership or be
deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure to notify us of any change  of address

to continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message

Ever see anyone in a car just wave at another motorist, where
they used more than one finger that is?  Me neither.  Then why
do motorcycle riders greet other riders with a wave all the

time?   I really have no fact based answer to that so I get to kick-start my opinion
and conjecture mode into the reason.  

It could be that we might just need to acknowledge a shared interest in being
outside the realm of what most people identify as normal.  So I guess I’m saying
that we all accept the fact that we could be safer, cooler/warmer, more
comfortable, dryer or whatever in a cage and we wave at each other to say, “If
you’re doing this too I must not be such an A-hole”.

Perhaps we all just need to let go of the grip for a minute and shake some
feeling back into our hands?  Just as another motorcycle is passing… I guess not.

Could it be that you really do meet the nicest people on a Honda?  Nah, really
grasping here…

How about the other guy waved first and we’d feel like a dick if we didn’t wave
back?

Maybe we are really nice, normal people that recognize each other for sharing a
common interest and we are showing a mutual respect for the road we travel on
two or three wheels?  I like that best, but who really knows.

I’m getting the image of Andy Rooney whining about something on 60 Minutes so I’m
going to get away from this real quick by saying that I wave to other people on
bikes because it makes me feel good.  So drop me a quick e-mail and let me know
what you think.

Now as long as we’re, actually I’m, talking about other people on bikes, let me
bring up something I’ve been thinking about writing about for a while.  Courtesy
and etiquette towards other bikers we don’t know when we’re riding.
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
Several weeks ago I was riding on my way to work in Boynton Beach.  I was on a
two lane road that was one lane each way.  A young man on a sport bike was riding
behind me for a while and I guess I was just not going fast enough for him so he
passed me on the right side of the same lane I was in.  Now, I kept my cool and
didn’t try to chase him down, not that my Road King could have caught that “bike”,
but as fate would have it several miles down the road we hit the same light.  I
smiled at him, admired his bike and motioned him to the side of the road to “talk”.
I think that after our, “conversation”, he clearly understood what he did was
unacceptable, unsafe, stupid and that had he done that to a person less tolerable
than I he would have had a very different “conversation”.

Now, I’ll share a ride into Hell with my brothers and sisters of ABATE, some
independents and the friends I frequently ride with.  I’ll also share a lane with
many of the MC’s and Associations we ride with also, but if I don’t know you please
don’t try to ride up along side me in a traffic lane.  To me, that’s just the common
courtesy of waiting to be invited that close to anyone.

Should you have an opinion and the time to write I’d also like to hear from you on
this too,.
Just remember… 

All you have to do to be heard is show up!
All you have to do to have what you say to count is show up and VOTE!

Please feel free to write me with your comments on this article or any other
issue you would like to discuss!

 
John “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president
VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 
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I HAVE TO PASS A URINE TEST FOR MY JOB... SO I AGREE 100% 

Like a lot of folks in this state, I have a job. I work, they pay me. I pay my taxes
and the government distributes my taxes as it sees fit. 

In order to get that paycheck, I am required to pass a random urine test with
which I have no problem. 

What I do have a problem with is the distribution of my taxes to people who don't
have to pass a urine test. Shouldn't one have to pass a urine test to get a welfare
check because I have to pass one to earn it for them? 

Please understand, I have no problem with helping people get back on their feet. I
do, on the other hand, have a problem with helping someone sitting on their ASS,
doing drugs, while I work. . . . Can you imagine how much money the state would
save if people had to pass a urine test to get a public assistance check? 

Submitted by: Duce - ABATE P.B.C.
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Drivers on Phones Slow Traffic, Study Says
By SETH BORENSTEIN,
AP
Posted: 2008-01-03 11:27:54
Filed Under: Science News

WASHINGTON (Jan. 2) - Drivers talking on cell phones are probably making
Americans' commute time even longer, concludes a new study.

Motorists yakking away, even with handsfree devices, crawl about 2 mph slower
on commuter-clogged roads than people not on the phone, and they just do not
keep up with the flow of traffic, said study author David Strayer, a psychology
professor at the University of Utah.

Daniel Hulshizer, AP
A study on drivers who talk on cell phones suggests that their distracted state
of mind may add hours to commutes over the span of a year.
If you commute by car an hour a day, it could all add around 20 hours a year to
your commute, Strayer said.

"The distracted driver tends to drive slower and have delayed reactions," said
Strayer, whose study will be presented later this month to the Transportation
Research Board of the National Academy of Sciences. "People kind of get stuck 
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behind that person and it makes everyone pay the price of that distracted driver."

Strayer's study, based on three dozen students driving in simulators, found that
drivers on cell phones are far more likely to stick behind a slow car in front of
them and change lanes about 20 percent less often than drivers not on the phone.

Overall, cell phone drivers took about 3 percent longer to drive the same
highly traffic-clogged route (and about 2 percent longer to drive a medium
congested route) than people who were not on the phone. About one in 10
drivers is on the phone so it really adds up, said Strayer, whose earlier studies
have found slower reaction times from drivers on the phones and compared those
reaction times to people legally drunk.

Combine those factors and Strayer figures distracted drivers are adding an extra
5 to 10 percent of time to your commute.

It is simply a matter of brain overload. Your frontal cortex can handle only so
many tasks at one time, so you slow down, Strayer said.

Generally the study makes sense, but what happens to students in a simulator may
not translate to real world conditions, said Anne McCartt, senior vice president
of the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. Further, she said the study itself
points out how distracted drivers are slower, but is short on calculations on
just how it affects other drivers.

Wireless phone companies encourage people not to talk on the phone in bad
traffic, said Joe Farren, a spokesman for the cellular phone industry's trade
association. But he said he couldn't comment on the study because he had not had
a chance to go over it.

Copyright 2007 The Associated Press. The information contained in the AP news
report may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or otherwise distributed
without the prior written authority of The Associated Press. All active hyperlinks
have been inserted by AOL. 
2008-01-03 10:20:34

Submitted by: Papa Bear V.P. ABATE P.B.C.
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Three Things to Ponder:

1. Cows
2. The Constitution
3. The Ten Commandments

COWS
Is it just me, or does anyone else find it amazing that during the mad cow
epidemic our government could track a single cow, born in Canada almost
three years ago, right to the stall where she slept in the state of
Washington? And, they tracked her calves to their stalls. But they are unable
to locate 11 million illegal aliens wandering around our country. Maybe we
should give each of them a cow.

THE CONSTITUTION
They keep talking about drafting a Constitution for Iraq. Why don't we just
give them ours? It was written by a lot of really smart guys, it has worked
for over 200 years, and we're not using it anymore.

THE 10 COMMANDMENTS
The real reason that we can't have the Ten Commandments posted in n a
courthouse is this: 
You cannot post "Thou Shall Not Steal," "Thou Shall Not Commit Adultery,"
and "Thou Shall Not Lie" in a building full of lawyers, judges and
politicians...It creates a hostile work environment

Submitted By: 
“ Boca Bill” ABATE P.B.C.

WEST PALM
BEACH-- Mr. and
Mrs. Claus for this
year's event were
Diane Busch (left) and
David "Santa Dave"
Marchewka both of
Jupiter.

WEST PALM BEACH-- David "Santa
Dave" Marchewka (left) greeted
volunteers Jeff (center) and Gloria Rastin
(right), of West Palm Beach, on Sunday.

ONE OF ABATE PALM BEACH’S 
NEWST MEMBERS - WELCOME 
“SANTA DAVE”
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Reverend “Rocky” 

Monthly Encourager

Well the Holidays are behind us. (literally) I know everyone put on a few new
pounds and loosened the belts a notch or two. Novembers Turkey and all the
fixins, then Christmas with the ham and turkey and all the fixins. MMMMMMM
GGGOOOOD Now we pay!!!!! Personally, I lost 11 pounds. I have to tell you
though, it took a lot more than just prayer. I learned how to "push away". When
you eat and start to feel like you have had enough, then stop eating and PUSH
AWAY from the table. After awhile it becomes a habit and your stomach actually
shrinks and you're full. Of course no potatoes, bread, candy or other sweets.
The fact that I don't drink like I used to helped a lot too. But I'm on the road to
looking and feeling so much better. I really wanted and needed a change in my
habitual life.

I did an article not too long ago on Creatures of Habit. That's exactly what we
are. We do something a certain way every time and it feels comfortable, so we do
that same thing over and over, the exact same way every time.Not even thinking
about the harm we may be doing. Well, lifestyles are part of who we are, and
habits define who we are. 

Now that it's a brand new year, how about taking a real close look at yourself.
Do you really like what you see? Losing weight is easy. Changing the way you
dress or the way you wear your hair is a piece of cake. Try looking way down deep
inside of yourself. Anything you want to change, for the better? If you do then
listen up. You cannot do it by yourself. You are going to need a support group. I
have this really close friend, who is a Master at changing peoples lives. This Man
has been helping people with their personal life, jobs, family life, every aspect
of your life for a really long time. Not one of them has ever said, He could not
help them. Lives have been dramatically changed within a very short time. Careers
have been shaped, life is happier and a lot more prosperous. If this sounds like
something you would like in your habitual life then all you have to do is speak to
my friend.

You don't need to make an appointment, no out of pocket expenses. All he requires
is for you to speak to Him from your heart. "Ask, and thou shall receive." Start a 
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personal relationship with Him today. This is the best New Years Resolution you
can ever make. My friend can be reached anytime, day or night. All you have to do
is ask. His name is Jesus Christ . If you need any more information on this subject,
I can be reached by phone, ( 561-951-6887) or E-Mail: Karolgno @aol.com
Please make that change right now. Start enjoying your new life today. I'm looking
forward to hearing from you. 

I wish all of my Brothers and Sisters, a prosperous and Happy New Year. May God
Bless you and keep you safe. Love each other. Also, I would like to thank The Nam
Knights and The American Legion Riders, for the great ride to Archies on New
Years Day. I had a great time. Looking forward to the next ride.

Your Brother in Christ

Ride safe, Your Brother in Christ

Rocky
Chaplain: Palm Beach Chapter Abate
Karolgno@aol.com     
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The Truth About Self Defence

To all you old law dogs now just lyin' in the shade, current pistoleros and other
fervent Second Amendment believers:  I would rather be your friend, but if you
are not interested in that, I am prepared to be a capable and efficient enemy.

This is the law:  The purpose of fighting is to win. There is no possible victory in
defense.  The sword is more important than the shield and skill is more important
than either.  The final weapon is the brain.  All else is supplemental. As John
Steinbeck once said. 
1. Don't pick a fight with an old man.  If he is too old to fight, he'll just kill

you. 
2. If you find yourself in a fair fight, your tactics suck. 
3. I carry a gun cause a cop is too heavy. (Gotta love this one!!) 
4. When seconds count, the cops are just minutes away. (Yep, time is some

time, but shoot first, then call 911) 
5. A reporter did a human interest piece on the Texas Rangers.  The reporter

recognize the Colt Model 1911 the Ranger was carrying and asked him
"Why do carry a .45?".  The Ranger responded with, "Because they don't
make a .46."

6. An armed man will kill an unarmed man with monotonous regularity. 
7.  The old sheriff was attending an awards dinner when a lady commented on

his wearing his sidearm.  "Sheriff, I see you have your pistol.  Are you
expecting trouble?"  "NO Ma'am.  If I were expecting trouble, I would have
brought my rifle." ( Winchester Model 94  30-30  Cal. and loaded with 
Winchester Silver Tips, no doubt). 

8. Beware the man who only has one gun.  HE PROBABLY KNOWS HOW TO USE
IT!!! 

To this I will add my comments.  I was once asked by a lady visiting if I had a gun in
the house.  To which I said I did.  She said "well I certainly hope it isn't loaded!"  To
which I said, "of course it is loaded, can't work without bullets.." She then asked,
"Are you that afraid of some one evil coming into your house?"  My reply was,"No
not at all.  I am not afraid of the  house catching afire either, but I have fire
extinguishers around, and THEY ARE ALL LOADED."

Submitted by: LL Nam Knights MC
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Media Presence

“Hats off” (pun intended) to all the
organizers and participants in last
Sunday’s Christmas Motorcycle Run. 

This, the 27th annual event sponsored by
ABATE and Bruce L. Scheiner, is a
wonderful community outreach to those
far less fortunate. I had the pleasure and
honor of being involved; however, a few
concerns arose for me during and since
our charity ride. 

As our procession traveled east on
Colonial Boulevard and approached the I-
75 overpass, I noticed a man with a camera
hanging over the railing, presumably to
photograph the event. 

This fellow had exited his vehicle on the
busy, high speed Interstate and extended
himself over the railing to get a cameo
shot. In my estimation, this was a very
dangerous position and one that likely
borders on a breach of the law. 

Fortunately, the photographer escaped
injury and secured that cameo shot, which
appeared on the front page of The News-
Press the following day. I wonder if that
photographer works for The News-Press?

This morning, I was enjoying a fudge stripe
cookie and a glass of orange juice while
perusing The News-Press online. Imagine
the comfort I took reading their editorial
castigating me for not wearing a helmet
during the motorcycle toy run. 

The implication that I had set a terrible
example in terms of safety caused me to
wonder why they chose to allow that front
page, color status in their paper.

After all, the newspaper would not want
to continue such a bad example…or would
they? 

Could it be that they reviewed all the
photos taken that day and elected to print
one that might generate controversy?

As an avid boater, I am putting the News-
Press on notice that I will likely
participate in a Christmas Boat Parade or
two.

I am letting them know ahead of time that I
will choose not to wear a life jacket. 

I am doing this in the best interest of their
photographer in case he appears on one
of our local bridges to capture the event
as he did last Sunday. 

In that he did not wear a helmet that day
despite a possible fall onto Colonial
Boulevard, our newspaper might want to
fit him with a personal flotation device if
he indeed takes pictures of the boat
parade. 

One last suggestion for the safety-minded
News-Press. You might want to reconsider
the usual coverage you provide the Marion
County Motorcycle Drill Team each year
following the Edison Festival Parade. 

Standing on a motorcycle and driving down
a street lined with people does not
portray the image you are apparently so
concerned with.

— Mike Scott is the sheriff of Lee County.
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NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

BIKER LOBBYISTS MEET WITH NTSB  A meeting was arranged with the Chairman of
the National Transportation Safety Board on November 28, 2007 by James D.
“Doc” Reichenbach II, State President of ABATE of Florida, Inc. and Chairman of
the Board of the National Coalition of Motorcyclists. NCOM and ABATE invited the
Motorcycle Riders Foundation’s lobbyist and Vice-President of Government
Relations Jeff Hennie to attend the meeting also to discuss the NTSB’s recent
recommendations that all states enact mandatory helmet laws, as well as future
and past developments in motorcycle safety. 

The lobbying team met with Mark V. Rosenker, NTSB Chairman, and Robert Sumwalt,
NTSB Vice Chairman. “NCOM, ABATE and the MRF explained our views on this
subject with extreme prejudice that helmets are not saving lives,” said
Reichenbach. “Facts and figures were presented to the board for their review.” 

The gist of the 3-hour summit is that the NTSB will look into the discrepancies
that NHTSA has been putting out in their statistics and will report their findings
to the motorcycling community. While there was agreement on certain issues, the
helmet issue is very far apart and no headway was made on either point of view. 

“The fact remains that the NTSB stands behind their recommendations and supports
them entirely,” reported Hennie. “The MRF, NCOM and ABATE of Florida made it
clear that we would continue to oppose any recommendations that call for
personal protective equipment laws and crash mitigation.” 

ABATE of Florida, Inc. and the National Coalition of Motorcyclists want to thank
the MRF and Jeff Hennie for accepting our invitation to attend this meeting and
work together on a united front. 

LETTERS TO TROOPS RETURNED OR DESTROYED Hundreds of thousands of holiday
cards and letters thanking American troops for their sacrifice and wishing them
well never reach their destination. They are returned to sender or thrown away
unopened. 
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Since the Sept. 11 attacks and the anthrax scare, the Pentagon and the Postal
Service have refused to deliver mail addressed simply to "Any Wounded Soldier"
for fear terrorists or opponents of the war might send toxic substances or
demoralizing messages. 

Mail must be addressed to a specific member of the armed forces - a rule that
pains many well-meaning Americans this Holiday season. 

Last season, despite the rule, officials say as many as 450,000 pieces of mail not
addressed to anyone in particular managed to reach Walter Reed Army Medical
Center in Washington. But they were returned or, if they had no return address,
were thrown out altogether, because the hospital lacked the manpower to open
and screen all the unsolicited mail. 

USO spokesman John Hanson said that like the military, the nonprofit service
organization does not deliver unopened mail to unspecified recipients. He said the
USO worries about security as well as hateful messages from war critics. 

The USO is one of the organizations the military is encouraging people to support
with donations as an alternative to sending cards to unspecified soldiers. The
military is also referring people to the American Red Cross and a Defense
Department Web site where supporters have posted thousands of messages to
troops. 

IS YOUR MOTORCYCLE GIVING YOU CANCER? Author Randall Dale Chipkar has
published a book called “Motorcycle Cancer?” in which he speculates that
radiation from motorcycle engines could be a modern day "Black Plague". 

Saying that the prostate is one of the closest delicate glands invaded by the
radiation along with the colon and neighboring organs, Chipkar a few years ago
was going to buy his dream cycle, but he placed his extremely low frequency
(ELF) electromagnetic field (EMF) Guass meter over one of the seats of an idling
bike and was shocked to see the extremely high radiation readings. 

"It's a paradox that thousands of motorcycle riders participate in fundraiser rides
for cancer awareness when the event itself may be causing cancer...I have met
countless avid motorcycle riders diagnosed with similar forms of cancers and
disorders. All of these riders had a type of extremely low frequency
electromagnetic field radiation shooting up from their motorcycle seats...The
motorcycle industry needs to further investigate this EM danger and implement 
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protective measures to minimize rider radiation exposure...People should not have
to gamble with their health because they love riding motorcycles...Historically,
organizations claimed 'inconclusive proof' concerning electromagnetic health
issues. However, inconclusive proof does not mean that something is safe," says
Chipkar. 

But critics of people such as Chipkar claim that these doom-and-gloom concepts
regarding radiation have been heard before and have been conjured up since the
1950s, when atomic energy had firmly become embedded in Americans' psyches,
and they never amount to anything other than conspiracy theories. 

The critics say that it is too easy to scare people about exposure to radiation
because those who can gain from the fear mongering fail to make distinctions
between different kinds and levels of radiation exposure. 
FLORIDA BILL TARGETS “THRILL RIDERS” After an eye opening ride-along with the
Florida Highway Patrol and witnessing motorcyclists pop wheelies, race along
over 100 mph and dangerously disregard road rules, State Rep. Carlos Lopez-
Cantera filed a bill in Tallahassee that would toughen penalties on speeding,
stunt driving and hiding or flipping license plates. 

"They're just blatantly riding in excessive speeds, putting themselves in danger and
putting other motorists in danger," Lopez-Cantera said. "It's just too much." 

Law enforcement officers said they are powerless to pursue them and are
frustrated as they watch their tactics, like flipping the bike's license plates so
they can't be traced. "That tag needs to be permanently attached to that
motorcycle," one FHP trooper said. "The problem has gotten worse. The laws need
to be changed. The penalties need to be stiffer." 

Rep. Lopez-Cantera is trying to do that. "Something has to be done. They have to
actually fear the law because right now they don't," he said, explaining that if his
bill becomes law "They'll lose their bike. Their motorcycle license will be revoked
for 10 years, and it's a mandatory arrest so they will go to jail." The bill could
come up for a vote next year. 

UNEASY RIDERS: HORSES RISKIER THAN MOTORCYCLES Hour-per-hour in the
saddle, more riders are seriously injured riding horses than motorcycles. That is
the surprising revelation of a new study from researchers at the University of
Calgary, Canada. 
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The hospital admission rate associated with horse-riding injuries is 0.49 per
1,000 hours, compared to a rate of 0.14 per 1,000 hours of motorcycle
riding, according to the study published in the American Journal of Surgery. 

From 1995 to 2005, there were 7,941 trauma patients at Foothills, including
151 who were severely injured while horseback riding. Seven per cent of the
riders died of their injuries and 45 per cent required surgery, the study said.
Almost half of all riders who were seriously injured (48 per cent) suffered
head injuries, and 54 per cent suffered chest injuries. Most riders were hurt by
falling or being thrown from the horse, followed by being stomped or kicked. 

The reason this happens, said Rob Mulloy, an assistant professor at the University
of Calgary and co-author of the study, is that "horses are independent beings with
their own agenda." Not to mention that horses weigh up to 500 kilograms, move at
a speed of up to 65 kilometers an hour, elevate riders up to three meters above
ground and kick with a force of nearly one ton. 

Dr. Mulloy, who is also a trauma surgeon, said he does not want to discourage
people from riding, but hopes the study will serve as a wake-up call about the
need to use protective equipment, especially helmets. "You know, cowboy hats are
pretty useless,” he said, adding that he takes comfort in the fact that about half
of rodeo riders now wear helmets and a large number of cowboys who drive
cattle out of the hills are also helmeted. 

AUSTRALIAN STATE OUTLAWS “BIKIE GANGS” South Australia announced intentions
to ban so-called “bikie gangs” such as the Hells Angels and the Bandidos in what
the government said would be the world's toughest crackdown on “terrorists
within our community.” 

South Australian Premier Mike Rann named eight motorcycle clubs he said were
involved in murder, drug trafficking, prostitution, extortion and weapons
smuggling. “This is an evil within our nation and we in South Australia intend to
lead Australia in the fight against bikie gangs,” he recently told reporters. 

The Australian Crime Commission's 2006 report found there were 35 outlaw
motorcycle gangs in Australia, with 3,500 members in all six states last year.
Rann said the ban would involve around 200 club members, as well as associates.
Outlawed bikers would be prohibited from meeting or communicating, or risk five-
year jail terms. “We cannot find anywhere in the world where this level of
response to bikie gangs has been taken,” he said. 
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Police would also be empowered to dismantle club headquarters and force
members to account for any unexplained wealth or income. “We are coming after
them and we will hit them where it hurts by taking away their ill-gotten gains, their
Harley-Davidsons and their liberty,” said state Attorney-General Michael Atkinson. 

WEIRD NEWS: BLIND PEDESTRIANS FIGHT AGAINST “SILENT” DEADLY HYBRIDS 
Can hybrids and alternative fuel vehicles be dangerous? To blind pedestrians, the
answer is “Yes,” because they can be silent killers. 

As manufacturers look for ways to improve the fuel efficiency of their vehicles,
alternatives to relying solely on gasoline engines are being adopted for both
cars and motorcycles. Companies are looking to gasoline-electric hybrids, diesel
engines, all-electric vehicles and fuel cells. 

But one negative impact of such vehicles is in regards to their near-silent
operation in city driving. Since most hybrids turn off their gasoline engine during
low-speed city driving and rely on electric motors for propulsion, the most noise
that many people may hear from the vehicles are a slight electric wine and a hint
of tire noise. Deemed too quiet, some electric and fuel cell motorbikes now even
come equipped with an artificial audio “vroom” with adjustable volume control. 

Blind pedestrians have taken this issue to heart and are going after hybrids as
they feel the silent vehicles pose a serious safety threat, and the U.S. National
Federation of the Blind (NFoB) is putting the issue back to the forefront. 

The NFoB has worked with the Association of International Auto Manufacturers
(AIAM) and the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) to look into the possibility
of forcing automobiles to emit recognizable sound at all time. The AIAM is even
looking into "the possibility of setting a minimum noise level standard for hybrid
vehicles," according to safety director Mike Camissa. 

The Department of Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration and the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration have expressed little interest in the
idea. 
1.3 million people in the United States (out of a total population of
303,036,973 people) are legally blind. 

BRITNEY SPEARS HITS MOTORCYCLIST On Tuesday evening, November 13th,
troubled entertainer Britney Spears hit and hospitalized a motorcycle-riding
member of the paparazzi as she was trying to evade photographers at a Beverly 

Hills Hotel. The rider sustained serious injuries and was taken to Ceder-Sinai
Medical Center. 
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This came as Spears is already facing hit-and-run charges as well as claims that
she ran a red light with her kids in the car while on a cell phone,” said a news
report by Entertainment Hollywood. Britney's driving has taken a bad turn – the
25-year old singer has run over people three times in nearly a month, one of
whom was a sheriffs deputy and two were paparazzi. 

Spears appeared in court the following day at an emergency custody hearing with
Kevin Federline. K-Fed’s attorney convinced LA Superior Court Commissioner Scott
Gordon to ban Spears from driving with their kids. Federline has temporary
custody of Sean Preston, 2, and Jayden James, 1, because Spears has defied
court orders. 

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "It's the constant and determined effort that breaks down all
resistance, sweeps away all obstacles." 
--Claude M. Bristol (1891-1951) American Author 

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

January 19, 2008 
11:30 am

VFW POST 4143
2404 Broadway (US 1)

Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073

Check your mail label for
membership expiration


