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President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

Since the second reading on the Delray Beach proposed ordinance regarding loud
pipes and the noise issue on Atlantic Ave. I have received a couple calls from
riders that have received tickets on A1A at Highland Beach and Ocean Ridge.
Ironically enough while I was writing this I got a call from my Bro, Raccoon Joe
yellin “what the F*#* is goin’ on with this world!? Me and my buddy from Orlando
just got $76.00 tickets for not having stock pipes in Ocean Ridge”. They were
sitting at a light on their way to the Seaside Deli. When the light changed they
pulled out and were immediately stopped. When he asked why they were being
pulled over the cop said, “those aren’t factory pipes”. The cop did not use
decibel meter to verify that the pipes were in violation of state statue regarding
“loud pipes” in fact the word loud pertaining to the pipes was not even mentioned.
No probable cause was cited for the stop and there were no other infractions
listed. Raccoon told the deli owner he wasn’t going to buy anything today because
of what happened and he would not be back in fact he was going to tell everyone
he knew about the incident so they wouldn’t pass through this trap. Apparently
they had stopped for gas because they told the guy at the Texaco station the same
thing. Highland Beach has been doing this kind of crap for over a year that I know
of. 

What do these two communities have in common? Delray Beach is right between
them. 
Realizing the City of Delray has got the police department’s ass in a crack without
any logical solution to the problem, the next logical move is to ask for help
from their counterparts from the north and south. It appears to me like the
perfect ambush to minimize motorcycle traffic into Delray Beach from the east. If
the there wasn’t a conspiracy before, it sure looks like they got one going now.
When I brought this up at a meeting with Vice Mayor Montague and the City
Attorney the subject was ignored and the conversation changed immediately. 

If you remember Delray Beach has been unable to enforce it’s current noise
ordinance for some time due to the strain it puts on the police department. I mean,
the Chief of Police in Delray could only offer to try to assist in a study and a
survey requested by the Commission. I was standing right behind him as he
addressed the Council, It was obvious to me this guy was being put on the spot. 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
You know, like he didn’t have enough going on with emergencies and crime they had
to heap this ridiculous crap on him too. I’m not sympathizing with him but this is
why shit goes wrong. You put someone in charge of something they are not
capable of doing effectively and then hold them accountable for the failure of
the project. Kind of like taking some one wholl..l. is the greatest guidance
counselor ever and making him the principle. He sucks at being a principle and he
gets fired. Now he’s out of a job and he can’t go back to being the greatest
guidance counselor the school has ever seen. 

In politics this is a very common practice. In this case the Mayor started this
without giving it a lot of thought. She more than likely ordered the City Attorney
to write this ordinance and have it on her desk with a deadline attached to it.
Which put her in a position where she couldn’t or didn’t do a lot of research on
it’s constitutionality. The first part being a total ban of motorcycles on a five
block section of Atlantic Ave. The second being an amendment to stiffen the
penalty for loud or raucous noise and that all motorcycle exhaust systems
would have E.P.A. certified stamps on them or the rider would be fined $200.
Our legal counsel did a great job of pushing back when the Mayor tried to bully
them with curt remarks. The audience responded to her request that applause be
held back to escalate the procedure by applauding anyway. In my opinion the first
round was a stand off but we gave them a bloody nose in the second round. I’m
still awaiting word as to if and when the Commission will meet to discuss the
results of the 90 day study and survey or if they are going to wait until April.

Mean while if you are traveling north or south on A1A be aware of the fact that
the two municipalities are in fact writing tickets for motorcycles with anything
other than stock pipes.
If you are stopped and ticketed, request that your case goes before a judge at
the initial hearing. No city or municipality can pass an ordinance to supercede an
existing state statute. These stops are illegal, there is no law that states that
you cannot install aftermarket exhausts and they are not illegal. If no decibel
measurement is taken at the time you are stopped the judge must throw the case
out. If the decibel meter is used and the sound doesn’t exceed .80 they cannot
write you a ticket. The pipes are not illegal but exceeding the decibel level is. If
you are asked to rev your motor you can refuse by law of self-incrimination. You
don’t ride that way so why should you do it now. If everyone does this, it’s going
to jam the court docket up and eventually the judge will have to make a decision
to continue this or call off the dogs.
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Holiday wishes from your
Board of Directors

I would like to send my sincerest
wishes and the sentiments of our
Board of Directors for a very
Merry Christmas a Happy Hanukkah
to all our Brothers and Sisters.
May the Christmas Spirit and true
meaning of Hanukkah fill your heart
and be with you and your loved ones.
May it bring you comfort, in being
together with family and friends and
joy of giving and sharing make your
Holiday bright. Wishing you all a
Happy safe and prosperous New
Year, may it bring good health,
wealth, happiness and peace.

Your Brother at Arms

Strongbow 
and the ABATE P.B.C. Board of
Directors

When you are making out your
Christmas card list this year, please
include the following

A Recovering American soldier

c/o Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center
6900 Georgia Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20307-5001

May God be with you always.

Happy Holidays and a Prosperous
New Year to All!   

President’s Message - Cont’d
I think it might be interesting to see
how long this would go on if
everybody that was stopped would tell
the cop their pipes have E.P.A. stamps
on them, located on the bottom or on
the back side of the pipe. That way the
cop would have to go inverted with a
flashlight and put his nose about an
inch from a hot exhaust pipe to try to
find it. Oh well, “one good burn
deserves another”.

Ride Free, Ride Safe

 

Strongbow  - President 
president@abatepalmbeach.com
ABATE P.B.C.
561-483-4283 Fax. 561-451-4243
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed in
Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. ABATE

of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization dedicated to
promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues

concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We do not
require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of a motorcycle club

or any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
Our most recent victories include the passing of Bill HB1697 requiring stiffer penalties for a

motorist turning left in front of another motorist, one of the leading causes of injury and
death to motorcyclist'. A reformed bill regarding "Ape Hangers" has also been passed,

handlebars are now to be measured from the riders shoulders rather than the seat. We also
helped beat down legislation proposed by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on an

amendment to the transportation, reauthorization bill (SAFE-TEA) that would re-institute a
federal helmet law for all riders by denying federal transportation and safety dollars to that

state

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. Nothing

could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to ride with or without a
helmet it's your choice, it is your right to decide whether wearing a helmet is right for you.

ABATE is an organization fighting to protect your rights.

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,000 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 30 active

chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of the largest
chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclist', a Palm Beach

County chapter would become a viable and influential voice in raising motorcycle rights,
safety and awareness.This chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and

all of Palm Beach County.

For more information contact:
 Strongbow President ABATE P.B.C. 561-483-4283

President@abatepalmbeach.com
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NOVEMEBER

Jack "Blind Jack" Culpepper
Michael Novak

DECEMBER

George "Bill" Morris
Kenneth "Pladoe" Nola
Paul "Rowdy" Dombroski
Kenneth "Knuckles" Roman
Sue "Uzi" Roman
Bill "Lil Bill" Klawsnik
Juan  Rincon
Raul "Curda" Garcia
Manuel "Manny" Leon
Guillermo Carraso
Larry Sardinas
Leslie Slaasted

FEBRUARY
Paul "Razor" Herrington
Ernest Bocchino
Dee Boutin
George Bello
William "Bill" Power
Joey "Uncle Joey" Wiseley
William "Muzzleflash" Kennedy
Tom "2 Blades" Kirkham
Gene "Geno" Fallon
Allen "Fireball" Shearer
Cynthia "Hotfoot" Shearer
Larry "Wrench" Rivera
Joe  Nellegar
Frank "Boston" Allen
Arthur "Wizzard" Peffer
Susan CaseyJANUARY

James "Storm" Swain
Glenn "Capt Glenn" Rosenberger
Donna "Mom" Rosenberger
John "Panhead John" Gulino
Jeff "Big Jeff" Foss
Jimmy Cash
John "Cat" Catalano
Joseph Patrick
Louis "Scratch" Bencini
Lance E.  Bradford
Raymond B.  Mikkelsen, Jr.

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your membership or be
deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure to notify us of any change  of address

to continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message

On November 17th, we were invited to a “Meet & Greet” meeting
with ABATE Southeast Chapter by the Florida House of
Representatives Majority Whip, Representative Ellyn
Bogdanoff.  As you know, that was the day of our Chapter
Meeting, so our President, Strongbow, requested I attend.  I

rode down early that morning with our Assistant Sergeant-at-arms, Bwana.  

We joined Jimmy “Les” Lesniak and the Board of Directors of the Southeast
Chapter for their BOD meeting and more importantly, breakfast.  Then we rode
less than about 100 feet to the Representatives office to meet with her.  I have
to admit though, it did look good when about 20 bikes pulled up in front of her
office and parked on the street.  Unfortunately, it was a moot point as she did not
arrive until after we were there and already parked.  

I learned that the Representatives district covers the area east of US1 to the
Ocean, from Dania Beach into Boca Raton.  This includes all of US A1A, Los Olas
and all the areas of the Piers along that route.  This includes many of the areas
in South Palm Beach and Broward Counties where we like to ride and party.  As
well as being the Majority Whip where ALL proposed bills in the State House
passes over her desk, she can be an important friend or advisory.  

In my opinion, the meeting with Representative Bogdanoff went cautiously well.  I
say cautiously because after all, she is a lawyer and a politician.  My take on her
though is that she has a sincere interest in representing the best interests of her
constituents.  We discussed several issues, including the recent proposed Delray
Beach noise ordinance.  She was in agreement with the SE Chapter’s attorney that
the laws of the State of Florida took precedence over any municipality and that
the continuity of regulations is of paramount importance.  

Her statement that many of the laws effecting motorcyclists are there to,
“Protect them from themselves”, did bring a round of fervent discussion, but no
one got disrespectful or violent and she actually was able to understand that
one of the main reasons ABATE exists is to represent our rights to make those
decisions on our own.

We also had a good conversation when the SE Chapter Safety Director, Suzanne
Keen, brought up our Safety Classes and just what most people don’t know about
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
motorcyclists and Bikers.  The Representative mentioned that she had noticed the
motorcycle riders she has seen do not ride in the center of the lane and Suzanne
explained how lane usage is covered in the class while explaining that the center
of the traffic lane is where most cars leak oil and fluids so we avoid it.     She
also touched on the stereotypes many people have about Bikers because of how
we appear, mentioning how we bring this up in the classes when we ask the
attendees to guess the occupations of the instructors and then telling them that
she is a computer geek (her words, not mine), Jimmy Les is a teacher and I am a
retired cop.  I believe it brought home the fact that Bikers go a lot deeper past
the leathers.  

I believe one of the most important things we got her to understand is that ABATE
of Florida is serious about representing the interests of our almost 8,000
members and that over 85% of our members are registered voters (yes we said
the magic word, VOTERS).    

Then we went out in front of her office, Jimmy Les pulled his bike up onto the
sidewalk right in front of her window and she sat on the bike while we took the
opportunity to take some pictures.  By now they should be on our web site, if
you’re interested.

All-in-all, I think it was a well worthwhile ride and good time spent developing the
friendship of an important political figure.  Time will tell on that, but I think
she’s an OK Lady.

Now on a different subject, please remember that we are in the holiday season.
That means there are a lot more people on the roads.  I can remember when I was
a kid and thought the Christmas Season was the very best time of year.  Then I
became a cop and as a rookie was assigned to “CHRISTMAS TRAFFIC”.  I worked the
downtown area of the city my entire career and even as a Motor Officer always
had to deal with the shoppers of Christmas Traffic.  

People get so damned stressed out about what they’re getting for whom, where
the best prices are and how they’re gong to then pay for it all, that the spirit of
the season is just lost, especially when they get behind the wheel of their cars.  
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
Just remember… All you have to do to be heard is show up!

All you have to do to have what you say to count is show up
and VOTE!

Please feel free to write me with your comments on this article or any other
issue you would like to discuss!

God Bless All, Ride Safe and Ride Free and please allow my wife, Kathy and me to
wish you all the very Best, Happy and SAFE, Holiday Season.  Just please be here
well and healthy to celebrate the New Year with us.

 
John “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president
VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 
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 “Slo Motion” Henderson
Legislative Liaison 

Delray Beach reports have been updated on our website
Legislative Page.  I hope everyone goes to WPBF Channel 25
S u r v e y :  B a n  B i k e s  D o w n t o w n ?  A t

http://www.wpbf.com/news/14359197/detail.html to increase the No vote
presently only at 77%.
 
ABATE OF FLORIDA, INC.
Daytona Beach Chapter Legislative Report
October 14, 2007
Tallahassee
Special Session C
This session for PIP and State of Florida budget is now closed.  The budget has
been finalized.  ABATE of Florida’s $500,000 for motorcycle safety awareness
was not touched.  Billboards will be going up across the state.  Watch for
Motorcycles signs and trinkets are being distributed.  PIP will again be required
in January 2008.  There was an attempt to require motorcyclists to get PIP, but
our lobbyist, Doc Riechenbach, made sure the exemption was put back in HB13C.
Motorcycles are exempt because the definition for motor vehicles required to
have PIP are those with four wheels.

HB175 Use of Cellular Telephones Brise   SB266 Wilson
Prohibits use of cellular telephone while operating motor vehicle except when
using headset or hands-free device; provides exemptions; provides penalty;
provides for enforcement only as secondary offense.

On the Federal side – Washington DC  Http://thomas.loc.gov
HIPAA Technical Corrections H1076 S616
Referred to the House Subcommittee on Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions
and referred to the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
With out the loopholes corrected, the federal agencies will not implement the
legislative intent of the original bill.  Without this bill, health insurance
companies or employers, in their quest to get the cheapest coverage, could deny
coverage for injuries received from a motorcycle accident.  There is only
District 12 Rep. Adam Putnam, from all of the Florida’s Congressmen that has
signed on as a cosponsor.  Several issues of our chapter newsletter have sample
letters.  Rep. Corrine Brown was a cosponsor in previous versions of this bill 
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Congratulations Pete!

Newest member to
achieve MSAP
certification

several years ago.  Write to Senators Nelson and Martinez and your
Representative (Mica, Feeney, or Brown) either the local office or email their
Washington DC office.  

HR2694 Right to Repair Bill
The purpose is to protect the rights of consumers to diagnose service, maintain,
and repair their motor vehicles.  Motor vehicle companies consider a lot of
information proprietary.  Rep. Mica has stated that there is some international
trade issues involved.  I find Rep Hastings and Brown among the 26 cosponsors

National Traffic Safety Board NTSB
The NTSB previously research mass traffic accidents.  In forty years, they
investigated 124000 aviation and 10000 surface accidents, but only 6
motorcycle crashes.  In October 2006 they held a motorcycle safety forum that
did not included any motorcyclist on the panel and did not included anything about
automobile driver inattention.  Our lobbyist was there and met on November 30,
2006 with Vice Chairman Sumwalt.  Doc Reichenbach informed the Vice Chairman
of inconsistencies between federal NHSTA, FHWA and state data.  The Vice Chairman
agreed and further mentions how the Vehicular Miles Traveled VMT data was poor.
On September 11, 2007 NTSB issued there recommendation for a Nation
Mandatory Helmet mandate.  Chairman Rosenker states “the facts are clear-head
injuries are a leading cause of deaths in motorcycle crashes”.   Since then, the
NTSB has made further recommendations and their letters can be viewed on the
MRF website.

Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson
Legislative Liaison ABATE Palm Beach Chapter
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Reverend “Rocky” 

Monthly Encourager

First off I would like to introduce to everyone who was NOT at the last Chapter
meeting, our new Asst. Chaplin. His experience is quite impressive. He has been
through Bible School and road with The Christian Motorcyclist Assn. He has a
heart of gold, and loves The Lord Jesus. The reason I chose this man to be my
Assistant is simply, He rides a Harley, (kidding) we are a fast growing Chapter and I
want all of the Members to have access to counseling and prayer at all times. His
name is Lou Bencinni. When I came on board with Abate, Lou immediately told me
that God had placed me there, and if I could ever find a place for him, in this so
important Ministry, He would like to join me. Well a little over a year has passed
and I have had a great time. Weddings, Rides, and yes unfortunately Funeral and
Memorials. As I said, we are growing, and so must the Ministry. I welcome Lou
to our family, and I hope everyone else does too. Lou's E-Mail address will be
posted in this newsletter. 
 
Everyone knows that Christmas is not far off. I would like to say that I wish
everyone the Merriest and Joyful Christmas and a Happy Hanukkah. Be nice to
someone today, and lets all Love each other.
 
I also want to ask why we only have 50-80 people at the Chapter Meetings? This is
not right. Come on people, You joined to be part of a great team. Well now we
need some numbers interacting at the meetings and the Rides. I hope to see
everyone of our over 200 members soon.
 
Till next Time May God Bless You and keep you strong.

Ride safe, Your Brother in Christ

Rocky
Karolgno@aol.com     
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Immediate Responses
These responses were from the Palm Beach Post in
regard to the second reading of  the City of  Delray
Beach’ proposed ordinance to increase fines and a
required E.P.A.  stamp on all motorcycle exhaust
pipes or be fined $200. 
Comments

By mike brown
Nov 6, 2007 11:12 PM | Link to this
We have way too many crybabies in our
society today. And I think to pass a law that
governs our very own freedom then its time
the people take over our city halls across the
nation. Get a life on your laws!! We don't
need anymore laws to tend with maybe the
people eating their food outdoors should go
back inside, or better yet pass a law that food
business' should be limited to inside eateries
only. That should sum it up.
By djb
Nov 6, 2007 10:20 PM | Link to this
If they want to ban bikes, then they ought to
ban people from smoking. That’s more
annoying than loud motorcycles.
By mike brown
Nov 6, 2007 9:21 PM | Link to this
I don't ride a bike and I think that there are
some noisy bikes out there and I also think
that those who have noisy bikes know how to
keep it to a minimum. I think that if I were
eating at a restaurant and I wanted quietness I
would not choose to eat outside the place if
so equipped. If I chose to eat outside then I
am just going to have to put up with the noise
weather it be a car's horn police sirens and
yes, a loud motorcycle.

To Strongbow and all my
friends at ABATE of Palm
Beach 

I and the members of the American
Legion Riders Post 268 would like
to thank you for the opportunity in
allowing me to address the members
at the Nov.17 meeting and bringing
to your attention our VA Hospitals
“Christmas Gift Card Program.” I was
quite taken by the spontaneous
passing of the hat and Lady Di’s
donating her 50/50 winnings to
support the young men and woman
who have served and sacrificed for
us all. Your contribution will make a
difference to our local returning
Veterans daily affairs as they adjust
back into society. Many say they
support our troops but be assured
that the name ABATE will be on the
Palm Beach Veterans Hospitals list
of those who actually do. 

I humbly remain. LOOP
Asst. Director ALR 268
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Interesting Human Body Facts

 
1. The largest cell in the human body is the female egg and the smallest, is

the male sperm.
2. A full bladder is roughly the size of a soft ball.
3. It takes the food seven seconds to get from your mouth to your stomach.
4. One human hair can support 3 kg, is 6.6 pounds.
5. Human thighbones are stronger than concrete.
6. The attachment of human muscles to skin is what causes dimples.
7. The average man's penis is three times the length of his thumb.
8. A woman's heart beats faster than a man's.
9. If the average male never shaved, his beard would be 13 feet long when he

died.
10. Men with hairless chests are more likely to get cirrhosis of the liver than

men with hair
11. Side by side, 2000 cells from the human body could cover about one

square inch.
12. Women blink twice as much as men.
13. The average person's skin weighs twice as much as their brain.
14. When you are looking at someone you love, your pupils dilate..., they do

the same when you are looking at someone you hate!
15. It takes twice as long to lose new muscle if you stop working out than it

did to gain it.
16. You're ears secrete more earwax when you are afraid than when you aren't.
17. Your body uses 300 muscles to balance itself when you are standing still.
18. If saliva cannot dissolve something, you cannot taste it.
19. The average woman is 5 inches shorter than the average man.

Checked out the length of your thumb... Didn't ya?
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Continued

NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

MICHIGAN LEGISLATURE PASSES HELMET LAW REPEAL, BILL GOES TO GOVERNOR  A
helmet law repeal bill has passed both houses of Michigan’s state legislature,
and proponents are mounting an intense lobbying effort aimed at Governor
Jennifer Granholm who vetoed a similar measure last year citing safety concerns.
 
This year’s version, House Bill 4749, was approved by the Senate by a vote of
23-15, and by the House 69-39, and is similar to a bill passed by both chambers
last year but with an opt-out clause designed to allow qualified riders to
purchase a permit allowing them to ride without a helmet.
 
The law would allow riders over 21 to purchase a $100 one-year state permit or
a $200 three-year permit. The rider must carry at least $20,000 in insurance to
pay first-party medical benefits in the event of an accident, have been licensed for
at least two years to operate a motorcycle or have completed a motorcycle
safety course. Riders who do not purchase a permit and ride without helmets face
a fine of up to $300.
 
"Modernizing Michigan's outdated helmet law will bring in much-needed revenue,
jobs and investments," said Jim Rhoades, legislative director of ABATE of
Michigan. "We urge the governor to put aside her personal objections to
modernizing Michigan's helmet law."
 
ABATE of Michigan and the Confederation of Clubs of Michigan are among the
groups that support the bill, arguing that helmets offer little protection and
hurt tourism, and pointing out that revenue from the sales of permits would
generate an estimated $15-20 million a year for the cash-strapped state.
 
State Rep. Barbara Farrah, D-Southgate, who sponsored the bill, said 30 other
states, including all of Michigan's neighbors, allow some form of helmet-free
riding, giving them an edge over Michigan in attracting tourism dollars from out-
of-state motorcyclists.
 
The governor will have 14 days to sign or veto the bill when it hits her desk, or
let it become law without taking any action, but proponents of the legislation 
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intend to further lobby the governor for her support before sending the bill to
her office.
 
Concerned riders are being urged to contact Governor Granholm at (517) 335-
7858 and request that she sign HB 4749 into law.
 
FEDS ANNOUNCE CAMPAIGN TO CURB RIDER FATALITIES  To combat the rising trend
of motorcycle injuries and fatalities, U.S. Secretary of Transportation Mary E.
Peters recently announced a comprehensive new federal initiative to improve
motorcycle safety with more rider education and training, tougher standards for
helmet certification labeling, law enforcement training, and road designs that
consider motorcycle dynamics.
 
Secretary Peters – an avid motorcyclist herself – also released a television
public service announcement promoting rider safety and use of personal
protective gear, referring to her own crash on a two-lane highway near Tucson in
2005 when she suffered a broken collarbone.
 
Peters said the motorcycle safety initiative will create new national safety and
training standards for novice riders, curb counterfeit helmet labeling so that
consumers can be certain they are buying DOT-certified helmets, place new focus
on motorcycle-specific road improvements, and provide training to law
enforcement officers on how to spot unsafe motorcyclists. In addition, Peters
said, the plan includes a broad public awareness campaign – including the PSA - on
safe riding techniques.
 
NHTSA TO EVALUATE STATE MOTORCYCLE SAFETY PROGRAMS  The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) recently announced plans to conduct a
survey of State Motorcycle Safety Administrators and/or State Highway Safety
Offices in all 50 States and the District of Columbia to gather data on state-level
motorcycle safety programs.
 
The study will use the State Motorcycle Safety Administrator and State Highway
Safety Office survey to gather comprehensive data on what each of the 50 States
and the District of Columbia are doing to promote and ensure safe riding
behavior.
 
HONDA BAGS SAFETY AWARD  Honda engineers were honored for their
contributions to the development of vehicle safety systems at the 20th 
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International Technical Conference on the Enhanced Safety of Vehicles held
earlier this year in Lyon, France.
 
Honda development engineer Satoshi Iijima was recognized at the safety
conference for his research into motorcycle crash safety and the development
of new devices, including the first motorcycle airbag system. His team began their
research into motorcycle airbags in 1990, and Honda's flagship tourer, the
GL1800 Gold Wing, in 2006 became the first production model to be equipped
with this airbag system.
 
The conference is one of the leading forums attended by researchers, engineers
and government officials at which vehicle safety is discussed. Other topics
discussed at this year's event included lighting systems for improved motorcycle
visibility.
 
SURVEY FINDS MAJORITY OF MOTORCYCLE OWNERS AT HIGH RISK FOR THEFT 
Motorcycle theft rates are at their highest levels nationwide, and continue on the
rise. According to the most recent figures by the National Insurance Crime
Bureau (NICB), 71,523 motorcycles were stolen in 2006, and motorcycle theft
has risen a full 137 percent since the year 2000.
 
LoJack Corporation in cooperation with the NICB conducted an online “Fitness
Test” geared to gauge the risk of theft for motorcycle enthusiasts, and found
that a full 67 percent of motorcycle owners who responded to the survey are at
a high risk for theft.
 
The 10-question Motorcycle Theft Prevention Fitness Test conducted over the
summer revealed that the majority of the respondents were at a high risk for
theft because they are not taking necessary precautions, such as securing their
bike to an immovable object when parked in a lot or garage, and arming their bikes
with theft deterrents (alarms, kill switches, etc.) and recovery systems.
Respondents did score well, however, when it came to applying good common
sense theft protection measures, such as parking in a concealed area at home,
parking in a well lit area in a garage/parking lot, and never leaving keys on the
their parked bike.
 
"As this survey showed, motorcycle owners need to step up their theft protection
measures in order to keep their bikes safe," said Patrick Clancy, Vice President of
Law Enforcement, LoJack Corporation. "Unfortunately, using good common sense 
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is not enough to protect bikes from today's clever thieves, who typically know
just which bikes they want and how to steal them.”
 
LoJack and NICB have developed a booklet entitled "Get in the Know" that details
the steps owners can take to protect their motorcycles from being stolen. The
two nationally recognized authorities on vehicle theft and prevention have also
launched a joint education initiative called the Vehicle Theft Protection Program
to help owners protect their assets from theft, and began their campaign by
designating July, the highest vehicle theft month of the year, as National Vehicle
Theft Protection Month.
 
PRINCE CHARLES RESCUES CRASHED BIKER British royal Prince Charles has been
praised for stopping to help a motorcyclist who plunged 15 feet off a mountain
road in Scotland. The Prince of Wales was en route to his private retreat in
Scotland when he witnessed motorcyclist Hugh Simpson skid on gravel and drive
off a steep bank.
 
The Prince immediately stopped his Land Rover and instructed his bodyguards, who
are all trained first-aiders, to help Simpson who sustained a broken wrist and
foot.
 
Simpson, 52, says, "I cannot thank Prince Charles enough. He asked his protection
officers to come to my assistance. They were very good."
 
CHINA SOUTH DECLARED WORLD’S LARGEST MOTORCYCLE MAKER  According to
Chinese news agency Xinhua, China's state-owned automotive company China South
has emerged as the world's largest motorcycle producer with an annual
production capacity of five million units.
 
The company's products are sold in over 100 countries under the brands Jialing,
Jianshe, Dayang and Jinan Qingqi. China South is a state-owned enterprise under
the management of the “state council of the Chinese cabinet” and is involved in
the military and national defense industries. According to the report, the assets
and sales of China South are in excess of $12.66 billion.
 
China expects to make 21 million two wheelers a year by 2010, up from 17
million in 2005, while the world’s second largest motorcycle market in India
expects to produce 15 million motorbikes a year in 2010, up from 6.7 million in
2005. By comparison, Americans own around 7 million motorcycles and buy just 
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over 1 million new bikes per year. American motorcycle manufacturer Harley-
Davidson produced about 350,000 motorcycles last year.
 
VIETNAM TO IMPLEMENT HELMET LAW Vietnam has one of the world's highest traffic
fatality rates, with 14,000 deaths recorded last year – most involving the
ubiquitous motorbike, which constitutes over 90% of the vehicles in this country
of 85 million people who own one million cars but upwards of 20 million
motorbikes, and only 3% wear helmets.
 
The roads are also some of the most hazardous on earth. Few drivers look
before pulling into traffic. Speeding, weaving, underage driving and drunken
driving are common. Vietnam's traffic fatality rate is about 27 per 100,000 –
nearly double that of the United States and among the highest in the world,
according to the World Health Organization (WHO). Few people bother with
helmets, saying they are hot, bulky and unfashionable. But by January 1,
everyone will be required to don the so-called “rice cookers” as the government
enforces a new law intended to save lives.
 
But enforcement won’t be easy. When Vietnam tried to impose a helmet law in
2001, angry riders protested and the government backed down after the law was
deemed unenforceable. Instead, the law made helmets compulsory only on
highways, though many still ignore the law with fines the equivalent of $1.25
levied against violators. Government officials are discussing whether to raise the
fine when the new law kicks in.
 
Officials have even resorted to airing graphic television commercials to promote
compliance with the law, but the images of dead and dying motorcyclists does
little to convince most motorbike commuters in Hanoi, who say they will only abide
this time if forced. “Wearing helmets in cities is ridiculous,” said Nguyen Tung
Anh, 21, a student in Hanoi. “It will reduce drivers' vision, hearing and it is not
suitable for the weather conditions here.”
 
The effort to force riders to strap on helmets is being bolstered by a WHO-
supported project that will channel $860,000 into Vietnam for prevention
programs focusing in part on increasing the use of motorcycle helmets. The WHO
project is part of a two-year, $9 million grant made by the Bloomberg Family
Foundation in 2007 to implement measures to reduce traffic deaths and injuries in
countries around the world. Prevention programs will be piloted in Mexico and
Vietnam, with a focus on increasing the use of motorcycle helmets, seat-belts and 
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child restraints; reducing drink-driving; and improving the visibility of pedestrians,
cyclists and motorcyclists.
 
NEWS OF THE WEIRD: MALAYSIAN MOTORCYCLIST KILLED BY LIGHTNING WHILE
TALKING ON CELL PHONE  A Malaysian man who was talking on a mobile phone while
riding his motorcycle was killed when struck by a bolt of lightning, according to
news reports from Kuala Lumpur.
 
The man, 39, was believed to have lodged the phone between his ear and helmet
and was speaking on the phone when the lightning struck. Passersby said he was
thrown from the motorcycle after being struck by the bolt, the New Straits Times
daily reported.
 
The victim was immediately sent to a nearby hospital in the southern Seremban city,
but was pronounced dead on arrival, a police spokesman was quoted as saying.
Police are investigating the accident.
 
NCOM CONVENTION The 23rd annual NCOM Convention will be held Mother’s Day
weekend, May 8-11, 2008 at the Sheraton North Houston - George Bush
Intercontinental Airport, located at 15700 JFK Boulevard, Houston, Texas
77032. This is expected to be the largest NCOM Convention ever, so reserve
your room now for the special NCOM rate of $79.00 by calling (281) 442-
5100. Airport/Hotel transportation is provided 24 hours.
 
Hosted by ABATE of Texas, the Texas Motorcycle Rights Association (TMRA-II) and
the Texas Confederations of Clubs, this annual gathering will draw nearly
two thousand motorcyclists rights leaders from across the country to discuss
topics of concern to all riders. Meetings, seminars and group discussions focus
on safety issues, legal rights, legislative efforts and litigation techniques to
benefit our right to ride and Freedom of the Road.
 
Registration fees for the Convention are $75 including the Silver Spoke Awards
Banquet on Saturday night, or $40 for the Convention only. All motorcyclists
welcome. To pre-register, call the National Coalition of Motorcyclists at (800)
525-5355 or visit www.ON-A-BIKE.com.
 
The National Coalition of Motorcyclists is requesting that MRO's, motorcycle
clubs, and riding associations submit the names of those members and supporters
who have died since May 2007, so that we may honor their memories during the 

traditional “Ringing of the Bell” tribute to fallen riders during the opening
ceremonies. Dedications can be e-mailed to NCOMBish@aol.com.
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Attendees are also encouraged to bring an item for the Freedom Fund Auction,
with proceeds benefiting the motorcyclists rights movement nationwide through
Getting Our People Elected donations, Speaker Program, lobbying activities and
other projects as determined by the NCOM Board of Directors.
 
QUOTABLE QUOTE: “Morality cannot be legislated but behavior can be regulated.
Judicial decrees may not change the heart, but they can restrain the heartless.”
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black (1886-1971)

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

December 15, 2007 
11:30 am

VFW POST 4143
2404 Broadway (US 1)

Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073

Check your mail label for
membership expiration


