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President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

We were among the of hundreds of people that turned out for the City of
Delray's meeting to enact an ordinance banning motorcycles in a 5 block area of
Atlantic Ave. from Swinton Ave. to Federal Hwy.
 
The commission had received a barrage of complaints from restaurant owners and
their customers claiming that the noise from motorcycles parking in front of the
outdoor cafes and restaurants as well as those passing by revving their motors
was a serious problem. The council apparently took it serious enough to propose
an ordinance banning motorcycles from traveling down Atlantic Ave. between
7:00 AM and 11:00 PM 7 day's a week.
 
A protest was organized by The Enforcers MC. ABATE P.B.C. and Wings of Gold
MC had also gathered supporters within their organizations and were supported
by members from local Clubs and independents totaling in the hundreds Tuesday
night 10/16 at Delray Beach City Hall. The news media was present and several
interviews were conducted throughout the evening and aired that night on channel
12 and channel 5. The Sun Sentinel, The Palm Beach Post ran stories and gave us
a rare opportunity to communicate our views to the general public.
 
Inside the chamber those who wished to speak were asked to sign in; they were
starting a third page when I signed in. The council appeared to be completely
amazed at the number of motorcyclists in the audience and the list of three pages
of people wanting to speak. The council moved quickly through items on the
agenda and brought before us the proposed ordinance with a genuine sense of
concern. The members of the council seemed a little apprehensive at first but as
it turned out they spoke very frankly about their desire to work with us before
having to enact the ordinance as it was proposed. 
 
This was probably the first time any of them have ever seen us face to face. They
see us on our bikes as we ride by or at a light but they never see us sitting next
to them and as Deputy Vice Mayor Brenda Montague put it "judging by your
behavior, you are here to listen, you’re here to help and support, and you’re
here also to get us to understand what you're feeling. But I think it's mostly
supported help". I guess they just didn't know what to expect. 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
Commissioner Eliopoulos, who is also an architect pointed out that there is a
section of Atlantic Ave. with two story buildings on either side. This is also where
the outside cafe's and restaurants are located. He mentioned that any noise is
going to amplified between those buildings and that’s were the complaints are
coming from. A recommendation was made by Commissioner McDuffie to conduct a
90-day study and a survey and a review before enacting the ordinance to include
the ban. It was accepted unanimously by the Board.
 
Commissioner McDuffie stated, "There's no doubt that in downtown we have some
noise problems. Right now those are pointed toward you. You have been identified
as the problem". He also stated " If you work with your fellow riders and just
present the fact that in downtown Delray Beach where the buildings are close
together people will be sitting on the sidewalk and that noise is objectionable.
I implore you as Commissioner of this city so that we don't have to enact something
that's knee- jerk legislation that particularly singling out one group of people to
approach the city and embrace the laws of the city.  He is asking us, very
sincerely to help them, to work with them. An unusual but intelligent approach
taken by government at any level.”
 
Commissioner Eliopoulos also commented that they were inundated with emails,
faxes and phone calls from all over the country in regard to the Ordinance and
basically said, if your able to contact that many people to respond you should be
able to explain  that we need your help to resolve this problem.
 
I feel this is as close as we might ever get to actually having an opportunity to
have a say in matters like this ordinance. This is a tremendous opportunity for us
in the motorcycle community to open a line of communication and dispel a lot of
the myth and misunderstandings associated with being a motorcyclist. I think some
of that was evident at City Hall. You could see the uneasiness and feel the aire of
uncertainty from the Board but I think it faded quickly when they understood why
were there in number. A presentation was made to a soldier just returning from a
tour in Iraq and we stood to applaud in honor. After that the mood shifted to one
of genuine open communication of their willingness to work with us to settle this
problem without adopting more useless legislation.
 
I think we all know it's not the pipes on our bikes that are loud it's the part that
connects the seat to the handlebars that make them loud. I'm asking all of my
Brothers and Sisters of the Motorcycle community and especially members of
ABATE Palm Beach to join with me in an effort to educate and communicate with
other riders that this is not over by a long shot. We need to be more vigilant and 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
aware of this during the next 90 days than ever. We need to get the word out to
everyone that we need to be considerate when traveling through Delray Beach.
Use common sense and be aware that we will attract even more attention because
of this noise ordinance, people are going to be straining their ears to try to hear
your bikes over all the other noise. 
 
Don't give them the satisfaction of being able to go back to City Hall November
6th with all the ammunition they need to halt the study and abandon the surveys
and brake the line of communication by enacting the full strength of this
ordinance. The consequences for our inability to use restraint and common sense
while riding through Delray Beach will without question open the door for every
municipality to the same. This why we need to make an all out effort to come
together like we did at City Hall an gather even more support from all
motorcyclists in maintaining this relationship to avoid any similar actions from
other communities.
 
It is my commitment to represent our chapter and ABATE of Florida, Inc. in taking
advantage of this rare opportunity to work with the City of Delray in resolving
this problem or at least proving to them that we are capable of policing
ourselves. I have been in contact with city Commissioners and I am going to make it
my mission to do all I can to bring this to the attention of as many members of the
motorcycle community as possible
 
Delray Beach has a noise ordinance, they intend to enforce it and the penalty for
loud pipes is $200. I would be willing to bet that the police will be directed to
look for EPA stickers even on older bikes with stock exhaust systems if you are
stopped. What they might not be aware of the fact that only until recently did
these EPA stickers start appearing on the pipes. It's not going to be easy to
explain all this while they're writing you a $200 ticket.
 
Please use discretion, consideration and courtesy when riding down Atlantic Ave.
a little respect can go along way right now, let's not blow it.

Ride Free Ride Safe

Strongbow  - President president@abatepalmbeach.com
ABATE P.B.C.
561-483-4283 Fax. 561-451-4243
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed in
Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. ABATE

of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization dedicated to
promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues

concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We do not
require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of a motorcycle club

or any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
Our most recent victories include the passing of Bill HB1697 requiring stiffer penalties for a

motorist turning left in front of another motorist, one of the leading causes of injury and
death to motorcyclist'. A reformed bill regarding "Ape Hangers" has also been passed,

handlebars are now to be measured from the riders shoulders rather than the seat. We also
helped beat down legislation proposed by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on an

amendment to the transportation, reauthorization bill (SAFE-TEA) that would re-institute a
federal helmet law for all riders by denying federal transportation and safety dollars to that

state

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. Nothing

could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to ride with or without a
helmet it's your choice, it is your right to decide whether wearing a helmet is right for you.

ABATE is an organization fighting to protect your rights.

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,000 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 30 active

chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of the largest
chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclist', a Palm Beach

County chapter would become a viable and influential voice in raising motorcycle rights,
safety and awareness.This chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and

all of Palm Beach County.

For more information contact:
 Strongbow President ABATE P.B.C. 561-483-4283

President@abatepalmbeach.com
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OCTOBER

Dario "DeeMan" Gaitan
Gina Gaitan
Dean R. "Snapper" Hunter
Kelly "Moonshine" Hunter
Karen Lowe
Michael "Freebird" Lowe
Jim "Jimbo" Sherrow

DECEMBER

A. Randy "Sportster" Lewis
George "Bill" Morris
Kenneth "Pladoe" Nola
Paul "Rowdy" Dombroski
Kenneth "Knuckles" Roman
Sue "Uzi" Roman
Sandy "Sidecar Sandy" LaRoche
Ron Taylor
Doug "Taffyman" Taffe
Bill "Lil Bill" Klawsnik
Juan  Rincon
Raul "Curda" Garcia
Manuel "Manny" Leon
Guillermo Carraso
Larry Sardinas
Greg Hanna 
Leslie Slaasted

NOVEMEBER

Jack "Blind Jack" Culpepper
Carlos "Amigo" Guerra
Michael Novak

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your membership or be
deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure to notify us of any change  of address

to continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message

Time and time again the things that people do and say remind me
that it takes all kinds to build this world.  There are leaders,
there are followers, there are people who take action, then

there are people who react and then there are the people who just stand outside
and DIRECT TRAFFIC.

The Chapter Members on our e-mail list know that recently our Chapter
President, Strongbow, and State President, Doc Richenbach have come under
slanderous attack by a member of the motorcycle community, Bruce Arnold. 
Here are a few of the things he had to say:

(October 19, 2007 E-Mail from Bruce Arnold)
If the lying weasel formerly known as "Strongbow" actually wrote this spin--and
that's all it is--I'll eat my skullcap. Here is the meeting transcript:

Get real. James "Doc" Reichenbach II's ABATE of Florida is doing damage control
for not being where they should've been when they should've been. Nothing more,
nothing less.

(October 17, 2007 E-Mail from Bruce Arnold)
I attended the protest rally at the Delray Beach FL City Hall last night, but by
the time I finished directing traffic--flagging bikers in at the semi-hidden turn of
off Atlantic Avenue--the meeting room was filled and no more people were
allowed in. 

I spoke with several attendees after the meeting, all of whom confirmed this news
article quote:

"Officials were inundated with e-mails and calls from all over the country asking
them to reconsider, they said."

When I first got these e-mails, especially the ones attacking Strongbow and Doc,
(and by-the-way Bruce; It’s FORMALLY KNOWN AS, not FORMERLY, I can tell you 
he’s alive and well and I talk to him almost every day.  So we’ll just go on from
there and use FKA anyway), I was outraged and started to write an immediate 
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
response to the ridiculous ranting of that man.  Then I thought better and took
the example of Our Chapter President FKA Strongbow and waited for a calmer
moment to respond.   After reading the e-mails several times and thinking about
the people more I decided to make my response to the people who matter, our
Chapter Members.  After all, you are the people who have entrusted us to speak
for you and believe me, there are no two people I trust more than Our Chapter
President FKA Strongbow and Our ABATE Of Florida President FKA James “Doc”
Richenbach. 

That is when it started to hit me that it is important to have all types of people to
steady the foundation of our cause and that includes people like Bruce Arnold.
One of the great things about our government is that we not only allow
dissenting opinions, we encourage them.  The Delray Beach City Commission is built
of individuals who have a varied agenda and direction for their city.  I believe it is
not only important to show them the steadfast commitment of our motorcycle
community to fight for our rights, but we must also show a concern for the
rights of their citizenry as well.  I believe, like Our Chapter President FKA
Strongbow believes, that when possible, open and reasonable conversation,
where both sides of an issue can calmly be discussed is the best path to follow.  

As you can read from his own e-mail, while Bruce Arnold was outside directing
traffic (a very necessary function) our Chapter President FKA Strongbow was
actually inside the council hall speaking with commissioners and coming to a very
reasonable understanding.  I’m just guessing, but maybe why someone would think
that is useless is that they don’t understand reason?  

Also, it is NOT, "Doc" Reichenbach II's ABATE of Florida”.  ABATE of Florida, Inc. is
a Florida Corporation with officers elected by our Members!  

Brothers and Sisters, months ago in a previous Vice Presidents Message, I
mentioned that as a Chapter Officer you chose us to lead, well it just ain’t an
easy job!  Sometimes you have to yell, sometimes you have to talk and sometimes
you have to listen.  Knowing when to do which is what makes Our Chapter
President FKA Strongbow the best man for that position.

For me, I’m glad to call him friend, proud to call him Brother and lucky to be
able to call him Our Chapter President FKA Strongbow!
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
This fight is not over.  There is another council meeting in Delray Beach on
November 6, 2007.  

So, Bruce, take up your traffic post and Our Chapter President FKA Strongbow
will be inside the Council Hall talking with the contacts he has already made.  I’m
glad now that I didn’t send that first e-mail to you with all of the useless,
negative, derogatory, profane, belittling, insulting and offensive comments I had
about you.  What good would that serve?  You probably wouldn’t have understood
me anyway.  

Once again, we are NOT, "Doc" Reichenbach II's ABATE of Florida”.  ABATE of
Florida, Inc. is a Florida Corporation with officers elected by our Members!
Remind me again, who elected you to do… what?

Just remember… All you have to do to be heard is show up!
All you have to do to have what you say to count is show up

and VOTE!

Please feel free to write me with your comments on this article or any other
issue you would like to discuss!

God Bless All, Ride Safe and Ride Free.

John “FKA Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president

VicePresident@abatepalmbeach.com 
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 “Slo Motion” Henderson
Legislative Liaison 

The Delray Beach Biker Ban
Strongbow covered this very well in his President’s Message.  I just want to add
both the Sun-Sentienel and the Palm Beach Post covered on front page of the
local sections. The Sentinel was easier to locate on their website.  Basically I
found little of value on local TV sites but two channels had poll surveys. 
Bikers everywhere can go on the Internet at these two local TV sites and do the
polls.
WPBF Channel 25 Survey: Ban Bikes Downtown?
http://www.wpbf.com/news/14359197/detail.html
Fox29 Poll Do you think motorcycles should be banned in any city because of
noise?
http://www.wflxfox29.com/
Here is the meeting transcript (need the FREE Adobe Reader download):
 http://www.ldrlongdistancerider.com/DelrayBeach/DRBCM071016.pdf

At the state level, there is nothing new on the ABATE FL pages and I searched the
Florida Senate and House sites for bills that may influence us without any
results.  Most listings are about property taxes.

Dan “Slo Motion” Henderson
Legislative Liaison ABATE Palm Beach Chapter
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Reverend “Rocky” 

Monthly Encourager

As the Holidays get closer, we all get excited about the turkey dinner, and being
with all our friends and relatives. We go almost crazy trying to satisfy everyone
on your list. Then when it's all said and done you swear you will never go through
that again. Then Christmas (yes it will always be known as Christmas to me) arrives
and you start all over again. People are creatures of habit. We love to hate
things too. We hate having to invite certain people to our Holiday party, but we
just love them when they get there. Where I came from that is "Two Faced". That's
the way a lot of people are when it comes to starting or continuing a personal
relationship with God. They Hate going to church, but they "Love" Him when they
get there. As the real Holiday arrives, the birth of Jesus Christ, I want to invite
you all to a new life in Jesus. If you think you are planted firmly in your faith,
then this is not for you. My invitation is to the person who is hurting, longing for
a new life. God promises never to leave or forsake you. Take that step and ask
God to forgive you and Bless you with a new life, everlasting life. Christmas is a
wonderful time of year. Remember the "Reason for the Season" 

God Bless you, and keep you safe. Oh yea............................Happy Turkey Day!!! 

Your friend and Brother in Christ. 

Until next time, Ride safe.

Rev. Rocky
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Hospital Gives Man Drip-Feed of Vodka
By Associated Press 10/10/07

BRISBANE, Australia - Doctors plugged an Italian tourist into a drip-feed of vodka
to save him at a hospital in Australia that ran out of the medicinal alcohol it
would normally have used for treatment.

The 24-year-old Italian, who was not further identified, was brought to Mackay
Base Hospital in northeastern Queesland state and was diagnosed as having
ingested a large quantity of ethylene glycol, a common ingredient of antifreeze
that can cause renal failure.

Pure alcohol is often given in treating such cases because it can inhibit the toxic
effects of ethylene glycol.

Mackay Base Hospital Dr. Pascal Gelperowicz said the man was given
pharmaceutical-grade alcohol when he arrived, but that the hospital's supplies
soon ran out.

"We quickly used all the available vials of 100 per cent alcohol and decided the
next best way to get alcohol into the man's system was by feeding him spirits
through a naso gastric tube," Dr. Gelperowicz said in a statement.

"The patient was drip-fed about three standard drinks an hour for three days in
the intensive care unit," he said. "The hospital's administrators were also very
understanding when we explained our reasons for buying a case of vodka."

The patient, was believed to have ingested the poison in an attempt at self-harm,
made a successful recover. The incident occurred about two months ago, though
the hospital just released information on the case.

Submitted by: RIO - ABATE P.B.C.
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A Good Nurse

You gotta love a good nurse.

A motorcycle patrolman was rushed to the hospital with an inflamed appendix.

The doctors operated and advised him that all was well. However, the
patrolman kept feeling something pulling at the hairs in his crotch. Worried
that it might be a second surgery the doctors hadn't told him about, he
finally got enough energy to pull his hospital gown up enough so he could
look at what was making him so uncomfortable. Taped firmly across his pubic
hair were three wide strips of adhesive tape, the kind that doesn't come off
easily. Written in large black letters was the sentence:

 "Get well soon.... from the nurse in the Jeep you pulled over last week.

Submitted by:    REDD
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Slo Motion-  For those as confused as I am about PIP.  Talked with
Leslie Kays’ and can be re-instated with next renewal.  You might be
well advised to check with your insurance if they will offer PIP for
you.

Originally published October 5, 2007
Done deal, PIP heads to governor
By Paige St. John Florida Capital Bureau
TALLAHASSEE -- The Senate has unanimously added its approval to a bill re-
creating Florida's no-fault auto insurance law. The legislation now heads for Gov.
Charlie Crist's desk for his quick approval into law. 

The measure doesn't make medical coverage mandatory again until Jan. 1, but it
adds fee schedules and controls on where medical care can take place -- efforts
to crack down on fraud that bedeviled the former program that expired Oct. 1.

"Are all of the special interests happy? Of course they're not happy," said Senate
Banking and Insurance Chairman Bill Posey.

He characterized the House-Senate compromise bill as a plan that "redlines the
crooks out of the process."

Crist is expected to sign the bill quickly, said his general counsel, Chris Kise.

Sen. Dave Aronberg argued against continuing Florida's no-fault laws, saying they
unfairly penalize those with good driving records. Nevertheless, he voted for
the bill.

"The worst situation in the world to me is the status quo, where you have no
mandatory insurance," Aronberg said.

The return of no-fault auto insurance to Florida got back on track earlier when
House Republicans backed off their efforts to use the bill to limit lawyer fees.

The House approved re-enacting no-fault medical coverage, on a vote of 105-4.
Reps. Will Kendrick, Don Brown, Aaron Bean and Carlos Lopez-Cantera opposed it.

The current deal before the House and Senate reinstates mandatory medical
coverage as of the day the measure is signed by Gov. Charlie Crist, and changes
what's covered in that Personal Injury Protection on Jan. 1. 
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The state's no-fault system also would restart on the date the bill becomes law.

However, the re-enactment of PIP doesn't affect motorists whose car insurance
policies have already renewed since Oct. 1. 

That leaves a segment of Florida's driving public that, even if they voluntarily buy
personal injury protection, must still live for four months under a system torts -
- lawsuits for fault-finding in car crashes. 

Any accident they are involved in can end in a lawsuit, against either them or
against those in the other vehicle.

For those consumers, bill author Rep. Ellyn Bogdanoff has this advice as a
practicing insurance agent.

"Buy more uninsured motorists coverage. You might want to protect yourself,"
she said.

Florida insurers will adapt to whatever the Legislature passes, said Sam Miller,
vice president of the Florida Insurance Council, one of the industry's state trade
groups. 

They must contend with the prospect of handling claims involving different
medical coverage and even differing legal systems.

"Companies work with that in the vast majority of states," said Miller. "National
insurers know exactly how the tort system works." 
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Continued

NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

BIKERS PROTEST, PUERTO RICO SUSPENDS CONTROVERSIAL NEW LAW  A day after
being implemented, the toughest motorcycle law in the country was suspended by
Puerto Rico's legislature after bikers protested the onerous new rules.

Among the requirements; riders on the sun-soaked tropical island must wear
gloves, boots and long pants. In addition to the required riding gear, the law
would also force operators of all two-wheeled motor vehicles, including mopeds
and scooters, to wear reflective vests from 6 p.m. - 6 a.m. The U.S. Territory
already has a helmet law. The new law also slashes the legal Blood Alcohol
Content (BAC) for motorcycle riders to .02, the same as for school bus and
commercial truck drivers, down from .08 allowed for car drivers. No one under
18 is allowed to operate a motorcycle, and no one under 12 is allowed to ride as
a passenger. The Caribbean island also enacted a tougher licensing process and
increased fees for motorcycle endorsements and registrations. Lane-sharing to
filter through heavy traffic is now specifically prohibited.

Motorcycle and scooter registrations in Puerto Rico have more than doubled
since 2000, and sponsors of the measure say the tougher regulations are in
response to increasing numbers of accidents and fatalities.

Governor Anibal Acevedo Vila signed the bill into law on Wednesday, October 10,
amid the roar of hundreds of bikers revving by his San Juan residence in protest,
and on Thursday the legislature moved to temporarily suspend the new law. The
Senate unanimously backed a moratorium on the law until Feb. 18, and the House
approved plans to delay its implementation for at least three months, as
legislators told the Associated Press they need more time to consult scooter and
motorcycle enthusiasts who object to the stricter rules.

BIKERS BLOCK BIKE BAN  Scores of angry bikers packed into city council
chambers October 16th to protest a proposed ban on motorcycles in a
fashionable section of downtown Delray Beach in southern Florida, and in the end
most of them came away happy.
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Continued

After hearing testimony and acrimony from the crowd of leather-clad activists,
city officials instead voted unanimously to amend a noise abatement law already in 
place that would place stiff fines on noisy motorcycles. They also decided to
commission a study to find out how much of the noise on Atlantic Avenue can be
blamed on motorcycles and hope to have results in 90 days.

The proposed ordinance would have prohibited motorcycles from 7 a.m. to 11
p.m. on five blocks of shops and restaurants along Atlantic Avenue, in response
to numerous complaints about noisy motorcycles cruising the cafe-lined corridor.

Mayor Rita Ellis had said the ban was necessary because the city's noise control
ordinance was unenforceable downtown, where officers on foot patrol can't
easily chase after violators, but the measure drew outrage from the motorcycle
community both locally and across the country.

"I feel Delray Beach is infringing on my rights," said Jimbo Sherrow of the
motorcycle rights group ABATE of Florida, Inc. "There is a state statute that says
they cannot do this."

After some deliberation, City Commissioners put a call out to motorcycle clubs
and associations for help in trying to figure out a solution without resorting to
an outright ban on motorcycles.

ARIZONA TOWN NOT SO CARE FREE ABOUT NOISE  Carefree, Arizona has been on
the bikers' radar screen for their controversial noise ordinance, but now the
Town Council has voted unanimously to lower speed limits on its main
thoroughfare, and elevate noise infractions for first-time offenders from a civil
citation to a Class 1 misdemeanor and possible jail time.

The changes take effect in November and targets motorcycles that exceed an
85-decibel noise limit. Instead of a $175 ticket, violators can be fined as much as
$2,500 and sentenced to up to 180 days in jail.

In addition to beefing up punishment to crack down on noisy bikes, the council
also voted to reduce the speed limit on Cave Creek Road, the gateway between
Phoenix and bars in downtown Cave Creek, from 35mph down to 25mph.

CONGRESS FORMS MOTORCYCLE CAUCUS  The U.S. House of Representatives has
formed a motorcycle safety caucus, and riders are urged to contact their 
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motorcycle-friendly Reps and ask them to join. A caucus is a group within a
legislative body that is assembled to represent a specific interest or influence a 
particular area of policy. The motorcycle caucus will focus on ways that
Congress can improve and advance motorcycle safety efforts.

To become part of this first-ever motorcycle safety caucus, interested House
members should contact either caucus co-chairs, Gabrielle Giffords (D-AZ) or
Michael Burgess (R-TX).

Giffords, a freshman member of Congress and an avid motorcycle rider herself,
said "We know from national studies that in almost two-thirds of fatal
car/motorcycle crashes, the fault was with the driver of the car. We can do more
to address this critical problem, and public education is a key to bringing about
awareness and a reduction in such accidents."

Burgess is a long time supporter of motorcycling who said he is looking forward
to working with motorcyclists across the country on motorcycle safety,
education and awareness issues.

MORE AMERICANS BUCKLE UP AND WEAR HELMETS  A new focus on motorcycle
safety and increased efforts to encourage seatbelt use are paying off, according
to U.S. Transportation Secretary Mary E. Peters, who said new figures released
recently show the national seat belt use rate increased to an all time high and
more motorcyclists are wearing their helmets.

According to the annual National Occupant Protection Use Survey (NOPUS), an
additional three million more Americans wore seat belts last year as seat belt use
rose to 82.4%, an increase of 1.2 percentage points. Additionally, the survey
showed that motorcycle helmet use increased 7 percentage points to 58%.

NHTSA Administrator Nicole R. Nason told a national highway safety conference in
Portland, Oregon, that the new data show the greatest rise in motorcycle helmet
use occurred in the South, which rose by 13 percentage points to 58%. Helmet
use rose by 11 percentage points in the Northeast to 58% and by 5 percentage
points in the West to 77%. However, helmet use fell by 1 percentage point in the
Midwest to 49%.

"Motorcycle safety is a priority at the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration and we are looking at all options to reduce motorcycle fatalities,"
said Nason.
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MOTORCYCLES TO REMAIN LESS THAN 100 HP IN FRANCE  Bad news for French
motorcycle riders. The almighty and powerful European Commission has ruled
that France is in its legal rights to limit motorcycle power to 100 horsepower.

The French Association of Angry Bikers (FFMC -- Federation Francaise des Motards
en Colere) sued the French state and took them to the European courts.

Apparently, having uniform laws in Europe only apply to anything except
motorcycles, said the FFMC about the ruling. The EC stated that each country
could impose their own restrictions.

The FFMC countered that an extensive study by Dutch TNO showed no correlation
between accidents and motorcycles with more power than 100 H.P.

So riding in France on a French-registered motorcycle means you can only have
100 H.P., while anyone else riding in France can ride whatever they want, on the
same road, with the same traffic, and cars are not included in the restriction.

The FFMC vows that they are not going to let this go.stay tuned!

BIKER HAS DIFFICULTY GETTING LICENSE REINSTATED   Howard Burley loves his
Harley-Davidson. That's exactly why the Arizona biker hasn't owned a car in more
than a decade. "You love the feel -- the vibrations and stuff like that," he told 3TV
reporter Gary Harper of 3 On Your Side.

But last year, Burley was arrested for drunk driving. It was a huge mistake, but
he said he learned from it, and even claims the DUI has made him a better man these
days. "Absolutely. I quit drinking. I go through alcohol classes. It was definitely a
wake up call," he said.

Burley served jail time, paid all of his court costs and fines and said he's cleaned
up his life. The only thing he wants now is for his driver's license to be reinstated
by Motor Vehicle Division.

To do that, MVD said all he has to do is install an ignition interlock device.
Drivers have to blow into it at random times to make sure they're not drinking
while they're driving. If the driver has been drinking, the device prevents the car
from starting up.
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"The only problem is they do not put them on motorcycles," Burley said. And a
motorcycle is all that Burley owns. If he wants to get his license back, he said
MVD told him he'll have to buy a car.

Organizations like the Arizona Confederation of Motorcycle Clubs say Burley's
situation is a good example of motorcycle discrimination. "It's another way the 

government is forcing you into something you don't want to do," said Steven
Musgrave with the Arizona Confederation of Motorcycle Clubs.

Although some states do allow motorcycles to have the device, Arizona does not.
For now, the state said it's not planning on using the device on motorcycles.

Burley said he and numerous motorcycle organizations that lobby lawmakers are
monitoring the situation to see if changes might be made in the future. In the
meantime, he's resorted to taking the bus and can only hope the MVD will change
its mind.

HBO ANNOUNCES BIKER TV  The pay cable network giant is working with bikers to
beef up its lineup. HBO, which is building a new stable of drama series following
the departure of heavyweights "The Sopranos" and "Six Feet Under," has
greenlighted a project from Oscar-nominated writer Michael Tolkin. Tolkin's "1%,"
which hails from Management 360's TV division, is set in the world of biker clubs.

"A 1% tattoo has been considered a badge of honor for biker club members
symbolizing life on the fringe of American society," reported the Washington
Times.  "It refers to a statement put out 50 years ago by the American Motorcycle
Assn. that said clubs don't represent the legitimate motorcycle community but the
1% who are a threat to the American way of life."

Tolkin penned "1%" and is exec producing the pilot with Management 360's Alex
Hertzberg and Guymon Casady.

WEIRD NEWS: PORK OR HOG, THIEVES CHOOSE THE OTHER WHITE MEAT  Thieves in
China are stealing pork because the staple meat has become so expensive. A
Shenzhen newspaper reported that a pork seller was knocked off his motorcycle 

by robbers who stole his load of over 200 pounds of pork, but left his
motorcycle in the road.

He was on his way to a market in Shenzhen, just over the border from Hong Kong,
when four men jumped from a mini-bus and threatened him with knives.
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The pork was worth 2000 yuan more than the motorcycle.
 
QUOTABLE QUOTE: "I don't know."  
Alexander Kuzmin, the 33-year-old Russian mayor of Megion in Siberia, has banned
25 phrases such as this as a way to make his administration more efficient, and
bureaucrats who say "I can't," or "It's not my job" can look for another job.

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

November 17, 2007 
11:30 am

VFW POST 4143
2404 Broadway (US 1)

Riviera Beach, FL

Directions: Bike Parking is on south side of
building
Exit I-95 at Blue Heron Blvd, go east to
Broadway (US I) turn south and is 1 block on
east side.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073

Check your mail label for
membership expiration


