
WIRK is proud to present our annual Freedom Ride!

You asked for a longer ride and now you've got it! This years
ride is taking off from Northwood University and heading south
to The Round Up in Davie! Kickstands up at 4:00 PLEASE ARRIVE
EARLY on Saturday October 27.

Cost: $25.00 - Proceeds benefit Forgotten Soldiers
Outreach. Includes a special commemorative Freedom Ride T-
Shirt and bandana plus a free show at The Round Up. (Artist to
be announced.) Special thanks to Southwest Airlines for
providing roundtrip airfare for two anywhere they fly from
WPB! 
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President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

This could be considered a re print of a message I wrote about two years ago in
regard to this ridiculous banter about mandatory helmet laws. First of all I think
by now we should probably have heard the last of this crap, at least in Florida. I
don’t believe anybody really has accurate statistics on accidents involving
motorcycles. People can, (and do) play with percentages to prove their point all
day long and the results will still remain inconclusive. That goes for proponents
and opponents of “Helmet or no helmet”. What I stand firm on is that the
government from state level to the federal level have no constitutional right to
impose laws that discriminate against any one group of people. If the states or the
fed’s would pass a law requiring that all pants must be worn above the hips
because they appear to be a safety concern, you’d have Al Sharpton, Jessy
Jackson and probably a slew of other minority community leaders and the A.C.L.U.
screaming bloody murder. 

I wish I would have paid more attention to the media reports of accidents involving
motorcycles, prior to the helmet laws being repealed. Being an avid viewer CNN
and the Fox network I also scanned newspapers daily and I don’t remember seeing
any media reports of motorcycle accidents with the exception of an occasional
“Celebrity Injured in Motorcycle Accident” but I really don’t remember any
others. I guess back then it didn’t matter so much that a motorcyclist got killed
we were, after all wearing helmets. There was no controversy, nobody did any
studies, I guess nobody including the insurance companies really gave a shit. Ever
since July of 2000 it has become a media obsession to report in every
motorcycle related incident with whether the rider was or wasn’t wearing a
helmet. Suddenly everybody, the NTSB, NHTSA, the insurance industry politicians,
everyone is so concerned about motorcyclists. There have been study after study
done, all kinds of statistics coming from both sides and they still have not been
able to come to a reasonable understanding of why these accidents happen.  

Wouldn’t it be better time spent coming up with an educational program to prevent
accidents from happening than screwing around with statistics that mean nothing
and do nothing to reduce the average of incidence? If there were realistic
percentages and statistics available, my guess is there would be a much higher
percentage of motorists injured or killed then motorcyclists. Why would I say 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
that? Well because there are more cars, trucks, SUV’s and mini vans on the road
then ever before. More vehicles, a higher percentage of accidents the same is
true when you consider that there are more motorcyclists on the road. Now if
you add in the off road vehicles the percentage becomes even higher. But the
difference is that the off road motorcycles are not on the road which is why they
are referred to as off road vehicles. If you combine those numbers of off road
vehicles with the numbers of motorcycles on the road it paints a completely
different picture to anyone not realizing these numbers have been combined. Then
you combine injury and fatality numbers of riders wearing helmets with the riders
not wearing helmets and no distinction between on road and off road motorcycles
and you have a very distorted and lopsided view of what the real statistics show.
That with the biased and irresponsible media reporting of accidents involving
motorcycles and you have law makers and the general public voting for things
that they know nothing about. 

It’s called manipulation, to take it to the next level we now have politicians and
state representatives who are willing to hand all this over to the federal
government who threaten to withhold funding to those states who wish to draw
their own conclusions and uphold their current laws and choose to make their
own decisions. That’s called extortion. Funding for what? Better highways and
safer roadways. Now there’s a plan! That’s called stupidity. 

Why would anyone vote for a person willing to turn their head to your wishes for
the sake of gaining “popular opinion” among their peers.  If anyone believes these
people you think you can identify with are even remotely concerned with what you
think or what you are concerned with. You can rest assured, they don’t. Money,
power, votes and control is what matters to them. And they’d sell us out at
anytime to suit their own ambitions. As was demonstrated by good ol’ Mel Martinez
when the vote was taken a year ago on a Federal Mandatory Helmet Law was
proposed by Sen.Laudenburg, of New Jersey. Fortunately Senator Nelson hung in
there with us. The response from ABATE and other MRO’s nationwide knocked down
that Bill but like many others I knew we hadn’t heard the last of that.

Much worse is, you have no say in it, because it’s being voted on by our state
representatives who really couldn’t care less about the reality of what we are
saying and because instead of talking to us, they’re talking to someone else who
doesn’t have a clue. 
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President’s Message - Cont’d
We need to let these representatives know that if they are really genuinely
interested in our well being instead of wasting their time and energy on writing and
re writing legislation on mandatory helmet laws, instead of dwelling on protective
apparel they should focus on what makes riding a motorcycle dangerous and
allow those who ride decide on what safety equipment works for them. 

Vehicles violating another vehicles right of way is still the number one killer of
motorcyclists, time would be better spent on legislation for higher monetary
penalties to include license suspension and jail time for injuring a motorcyclist
and vehicular manslaughter charges for killing a motorist or motorcyclist.
Enforcing current laws would definitely have an effect on road safety. Helmets
cannot prevent accidents, and in most cases make no difference especially in this
kind of accident. 

Talking on cell phones and other distractions contribute to the danger. A total
ban of cell phone Blue Tooth all other phone devices including hands free would
be a great federal mandate considering it has become a national epidemic. Now we
can include text messaging in that as well.

Mandatory drivers education for schools would make another great federal
mandate. Driver’s education in Florida sucks; and from what I’ve seen we’re not
alone. Driver’s tests are given in foreign languages and should only be given in
English only. Driver’s tests are given in a parking lot instead of on the road,
creating yet another hazard because now you have people with minimal to no
driver skills and they can’t read traffic signs. If they insist on making a federal
mandates, try starting with federal mandatory laws for driver’s education in
schools and adult driver education courses for repeat traffic offenders and
legal immigrants with visa’s and proper documentation only.

Insurance companies use the rising hospital costs and health and medical care
issue for their roll in trying saving us from ourselves. Bullsh#t, the reason
for the rising hospital costs and medical and health care is because the federal
government is giving it away to illegal aliens and third and forth generation
welfare recipients. The percentage of motorcyclists is so minute in comparison
how could anyone calculate what effect it has had on the rising cost for
hospitals and health care.

We cannot allow the federal government to control the individual states voice
when it comes to representing the voice of it’s people. If the state 



7 ISSUE 2007-10       VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM OCTOBER, 2007

Washington is the
first state to
enact a ban on
texting while
driving.
Credit: State of
Washington Sign,
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Copyright:
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President’s Message - Cont’d

representatives refuse to hear the voice of the people who elected them they’ve
been sold out, those that voted against them will have to suffer right along with
them because of a bad decision. Those elected representatives need to be
educated before they vote in our behalf. If you’re a registered voter you have an
opportunity to contact those in your district to pass along information they may
not receive from anyone else. They will listen, you vote. Non- registered voter’s
you can their part by circulating information in your communities. We must not
allow the rights of individual states to be given away by the irresponsible actions
of lazy elected representatives.
 
What will it take before you become active in shaping what will be our future as
motorcyclists? 

ABATE is for everyone.

Support your local ABATE Chapter.

Ride Free Ride Safe

Strongbow  - President
ABATE P.B.C.
561-483-4283 Fax. 561-451-4243
president@abatepalmbeach.com
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety
Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed in
Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. ABATE

of Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization dedicated to
promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues

concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We do not
require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of a motorcycle club

or any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE
Our most recent victories include the passing of Bill HB1697 requiring stiffer penalties for a

motorist turning left in front of another motorist, one of the leading causes of injury and
death to motorcyclist'. A reformed bill regarding "Ape Hangers" has also been passed,

handlebars are now to be measured from the riders shoulders rather than the seat. We also
helped beat down legislation proposed by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on an

amendment to the transportation, reauthorization bill (SAFE-TEA) that would re-institute a
federal helmet law for all riders by denying federal transportation and safety dollars to that

state

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW
One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. Nothing

could be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to ride with or without a
helmet it's your choice, it is your right to decide whether wearing a helmet is right for you.

ABATE is an organization fighting to protect your rights.

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"
There are over 7,000 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 30 active

chapters. We feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of the largest
chapters in the state. With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclist', a Palm Beach

County chapter would become a viable and influential voice in raising motorcycle rights,
safety and awareness.This chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and

all of Palm Beach County.

For more information contact:
 Strongbow President ABATE P.B.C. 561-483-4283

President@abatepalmbeach.com
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ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter

American Bikers Aiming Toward Education
Please Contact
Alison (RIO) 561-482-4346/Fax 561-883-2678/ E-MAIL - NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM
Strongbow   561-483-4283
or any member of the 
Board of Directors

Mail you information and check
to:

ABATE of Florida 
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073

You will be contacted ASAP

Thank you for your support!  
 

Newsletter AD Rates:
(Rates shown are for the entire period, 6.5% sales
tax included).

CONTACT:

SIZE AND DURATION OF AD:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBERS:

E-MAIL:
Your support is essential to the survival of our newsletter

ABATE is a not-for-profit Motorcycle Rights Organization; our mission is to lobby and
educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and

positive image.
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OCTOBER

Dario "DeeMan" Gaitan
Gina Gaitan
Dean R. "Snapper" Hunter
Kelly "Moonshine" Hunter
J.F. Levi
Monique Levi
Karen Lowe
Michael "Freebird" Lowe
Jim "Cutter" Peters
Jim "Jimbo" Sherrow
Axel  "Axman" Wojnar
Vicky "Spin Girl" Wojnar

DECEMBER

A. Randy "Sportster" Lewis
George "Bill" Morris
Kenneth "Pladoe" Nola
Paul "Rowdy" Dombroski
Frank "Pipes" Cook
Kenneth "Knuckles" Roman
Sue "Uzi" Roman
Sandy "Sidecar Sandy" LaRoche
Ron Taylor
Doug "Taffyman" Taffe
Bill "Lil Bill" Klawsnik
Juan  Rincon
Raul "Curda" Garcia
Manuel "Manny" Leon
Guillermo Carraso
Larry Sardinas
Greg Hanna 
Leslie Slaasted

NOVEMEBER

Jack "Blind Jack" Culpepper
Bob "Loop" Leupp 
Leo "Leo the Lion" Breault
Carlos "Amigo" Guerra
Michael Novak

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message
Back in 1972, long before I was living in Florida, I was riding down
here with 2 friends for a vacation.  We made the mistake of starting
our drive from New York early on the Saturday morning of July 4th

weekend.  As you can imagine there were several areas where we hit
bumper-to-bumper traffic and crawled along. I was driving a Candy-
Apple Red 1971, Plymouth Roadrunner, decked out with Craiger
Chrome Mag wheels a blacked out hood scoop and sporting a 440

Magnum engine with two Holly 650 carbs.  Just what you’d expect a 20 year old cop to
be driving!

As you might imaging, from all the slow driving in traffic and remembering that I95 was
barely 50% completed back then and a lot of our 1500 mile trip was on surface roads,
when I had a open stretch of highway I pushed the speed limits a bit.  Very early Sunday
morning, into our trip about 24 hours straight by then, I took the wheel again from my
friend and fired the Roadrunner to its limit rather than the posted speed limit.  As fate
would have it I chose the wrong stretch of road and managed to pass two South Carolina
State Troopers working radar.  To make a longer story shorter, even though I was a
“Yankee Po-lice Officer” 142MPH in a posted 70MPH zone was too much for a
“Professional Courtesy” and I got the ticket.  I “Posted Bail” in the amount of $15 and
was back in my way to Florida; followed for the next and last 15 miles of South Carolina
by the two State Troopers, needlessly to say at exactly the speed limit. 

My purpose for relating this story is to say that in looking back at the way I drove when
I was younger, I even startle myself with mans inert stupidity that is connected to
inexperienced youth.  But that stupidity, as exampled by my story, is definitely not limited
to motorcycles.  I was a total a-hole for driving my car at 142MPH and there are young,
as well as not so young, a-holes on the roads of Florida today in cars as well as the a-
holes riding sport bikes at excessive speeds. BUT a bill in front of the Florida State
House of Representatives now is totally discriminatory in its proposal to enact special
violations for “Motorcycle Offenses” only!  

That’s right!  This bill proposes that a Police Officer; “shall arrest the person, take
him or her into custody, and seize the motorcycle”.  If this is not Discrimination I Do Not
Know What Is!  

I have gotten e-mails from our State President Doc Reichenbach and Legislative Trustee
Jeff Baxla who advised me that we are going to fight this bill, but we need all of our
members to help by contacting their representatives and advising them of 
the  total discriminatory nature of this proposed Bill.  Please check out our web site
for the contact information for your Representatives. 
Brothers and Sisters we say over and over again that it is far better to educate than
legislate and here is a perfect example. Wouldn’t it be much more effective to spend the
money in 
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d
our Florida budget on educating the young men and women who are driving in these cars
and riding these powerful, light sports bikes?  I say let’s spend our money to save their
lives before they do something stupid as I did!  I was lucky; I didn’t kill my self or injure
someone else.  Let’s get our elected officials on our side by informing them we want
them to back proposed legislation that will educate rather than legislation that
discriminates and punishes.  
Below is an excerpt of the bill.

F L O R I D A H O U S E O F R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

A bill to be entitled:

An act relating to offenses committed while operating a motorcycle; creating s.
316.1926, F.S.; providing additional penalties for certain offenses committed by a
person operating or in actual physical control of a motorcycle; requiring that the
person be taken into custody; providing for seizure and forfeiture of the motorcycle;
providing for revocation of the person's privilege to operate a motorcycle; providing
an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: Section 1. Section 316.1926,
Florida Statutes, is created to read 316.1926 Motorcycle offenses.--
 (1) When a law enforcement officer charges a person with reckless driving in violation
of s. 16.192 or exceeding the speed limit by 30 miles per hour or more in violation of
s. 316.183(2), s. 316.187, or s. 316.189 while operating or in actual physical
control of a motorcycle, the officer shall arrest the person, take 
him or her into custody, and seize the motorcycle, which shall be subject to forfeiture
under the Florida Contraband Forfeiture Act. 
(2) Upon conviction, in addition to any other penalty provided by law, the court shall
revoke the person's authorization and privilege to operate a motorcycle for a period of
10 years and order the person to surrender his or her driver's license.

Just remember… All you have to do to be heard is show up!
All you have to do to have what you say to count is show up and
VOTE!

Please feel free to write me with your comments on this article or any other issue you
would like to discuss!

God Bless All, Ride Safe and Ride Free.

John “Papa Bear” Olsey
YOUR, vice president
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Runs and Rides to be Remembered
Greetings and Salutations Brothers and Sisters,

I want to thank all of our members that participated in the “Run For The Troops”
This was the second one held and the turn out was incredible over 230 bikes. The
ride organizers Hip, Torch and Gator did an outstanding job of putting this ride
together and the road guards performed an excellent job of getting every one
out to the new Veterans Cemetery off of 441 and back to Nothin’ Fancy safely.
Our own Reverend Rocky spoke words of inspiration and encouragement and
everyone complimented him a beautiful job. His lovely wife Songbird sang Amazing
Grace and there wasn’t a dry eye in the crowd. Thank you for your service and
dedication I am honored to have you both as members of our chapter and very
proud of our members for making a good showing in attendance. 

I made it to Iron Eagle and just as everyone was mounting up for the ride I kicked a
leg over ol’ “Dark Star” and hit the starter switch. Nothin’…. did a fast change
on the ignition relay switch, nothin’…. So, that’s where my ride ended. Hey, it
couldn’t have happened at a better place. I may not live a charmed life but once in
a while I do get lucky. It happened at Iron Eagle on a Sunday, they were open,
Darin, their mechanic was on duty, he found the problem in no time, a broken
celluloid spring, Scott in the parts department, found the part at Palm Beach
Harley (of all places), sent a courier out to fetch it and I was havin’ a beer at
Nothin’ Fancy by 4:00. My sincerest thanks and appreciation to you guy’s for
service above and beyond the call of duty. 

Jeff, Patti and the crew at Iron Eagle came through again as they always do,
providing the staging area and helping to keep things organized. Your dedication,
friendship and genuine sense of brotherhood shines bright above the motorcycle
community in Palm Beach County. 

Saturday 9/29 Southern Bike Nights sponsored a four county Poker Run ending
at the Martin County Fairgrounds. The weather held and there was a great turn
out, the JCB Blues Band was knockin ‘em dead when we rolled in and kept the
place rockin’ the whole time we were there.

My personal thanks to those of our members that made the run and for making it a
great day of riding and brotherhood. If you haven’t been on one of our rides,
sorry your loss, we have had a great time whenever we get together. We were
also honored by Southern Bike Nights with a beautiful plaque for dedication and
service to the motorcycle community. I was humbled and honored to receive it in 
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Get A Job!
Sad but True!

Joe Smith started the day early having set his alarm clock (MADE IN JAPAN)
for 6am. While his coffeepot (MADE IN CHINA) was perking, he shaved with
his electric razor (MADE IN HONG KONG). He put on a dress shirt (MADE IN
SRI LANKA), designer jeans (MADE IN SINGAPORE) and tennis shoes (MADE IN
KOREA). After cooking his breakfast in his new electric skillet (MADE IN
INDIA) he sat down with his calculator (MADE IN MEXICO) to see how much he
could spend today. After setting his watch (MADE IN TAIWAN) to the radio
(MADE IN INDIA) he got in his car (MADE IN GERMANY) filled it with GAS from
Saudi Arabia and continued his search for a good paying AMERICAN JOB.

At the end of yet another discouraging and fruitless day checking his
Computer (Made In Malaysia), Joe decided to relax for a while. He put on his
sandals (MADE IN BRAZIL) poured himself a glass of wine (MADE IN FRANCE!
France!!), he turned on his TV ( MADE IN INDONESIA ), and then wondered why
he can't find a good paying job in AMERICA .

Submitted by: Boca Bill ABATE P.B.C.

behalf of our chapter and by being able to share that moment with those of you
who joined me on stage to receive it.

My sincerest thanks and appreciation go out to Jim Burgos of Southern Bike
Nights for his acknowledgement in honor of our chapter and for throwing one
hell of a party. This, my friends, was no easy task and from what I saw it was a
huge success. Jim and the crew of Southern Bike Nights did an outstanding job
putting this monumental run together and keeping it together to make this the
best event I’ve attended all year. I can’t wait for the next one.

I hope to see more of us getting together these for rides and runs, it just keeps
on getting’ better all the time.

Your Brother at Arms

Strongbow 
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Free Food:
 
 There was a Chemistry professor in a large college that had some exchange
students in the class. One day while the class was in the lab the Prof noticed one
young man (exchange student) who kept rubbing his back and stretching as if his
back hurt. The professor asked the young man what was  the matter. The student
told him he had a bullet lodged in his back. He had been shot while fighting
communists in his native country who were trying to overthrow his country's
government and install a new communist government. 
 
In the midst of his story he looked at the professor and asked a strange question.
He asked, ' Do you know how to catch wild pigs?'
 
The professor thought it was a joke and asked for the punch line.  The young man
said this was no joke.'You catch wild pigs by finding a suitable place in the woods
and putting corn on the ground. The pigs find it and begin to come every day to
eat the free corn. When they are used to coming every day, you put a fence down
one side of the place where they are used to coming. 
 
When they get used to the fence, they begin to eat the corn again and you put up
another side of the fence. They get used to that and start to eat again. You
continue until you have all four sides of the fence up with a gate in The last side.
The pigs, who are used to the free corn, start to come through the gate to eat,
you slam the gate on them and catch the whole herd.
 
Suddenly the wild pigs have lost their freedom. They run around and around inside
the fence, but they are caught. Soon they go back to eating the free corn. They
are so used to it that they have forgotten how To forage in the woods for
themselves, so they accept their captivity. The young man  then told the
professor that is exactly what he sees happening to America. The government
keeps pushing us toward Communism/Socialism and keeps spreading the free corn
out in the form of programs such as supplemental income, tax credit for
unearned income, tobacco subsidies, dairy subsidies, payments not to plant crops
(CRP), welfare, medicine, drugs, etc. while we continually  lose our freedoms-
just a little at a time.
 
One should always remember 'There is no such thing as a free Lunch!' Also, 'You
can never hire someone to provide a service for you cheaper than you can do it
yourself. If you see that all of this wonderful government 'help' is a problem
confronting the future of democracy in America, you might want to send this on
to your friends. If you think the free ride is essential to your way of life then
you will probably delete this email, but God help you when the gate slams shut!

Submitted by: Big Jeff A.L.R. 268
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SOCIAL SECURITY

This is unbelievable! 
If the immigrant is over 65 they can apply for SSI and Medicaid and get more than
my mom gets for Social Security, and she worked from 1944 till 2004, only
getting $791 per month because she was born in 1924 and there is a "catch 22". 
 
It is interesting that the federal government provides a single refugee with a
monthly allowance of $1,890.00 and each can also obtain an additional $580.00
in social assistance for a total of $2,470.00/month. 
 
This compares very well to a single pensioner who after contributing to the
growth and development of America for 40 t o 50 years can only receive a
monthly maximum of $1, 012.00 in old age pension and Guaranteed Income
Supplement. 
 
Maybe our pensioners should apply as refugees! 
 
Consider sending this to all your American friends, so we can all be ticked off
and maybe get the refugees cut back to $1, 012.00 and the pensioners up to
$2,470.00 and enjoy some of the money we were forced to submit to the
Government over the last 40 or 50 or 60 years.

Submitted by: Karen Lowe ABATE P.B.C. 
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THE LAWS OF LIFE

Law of Mechanical Repair: After your
hands become coated with grease, your
nose will begin to itch or you'll have
to pee.

Law of the Workshop: Any nut, bolt or
screw, when dropped, will roll to the
least accessible corner.

Law of Probability: The probability of
being watched is directly proportional
to the stupidity of your act.

Law of the Telephone: If you dial a
wrong number, you never get a busy
signal.

Law of the Alibi: If you tell the boss
you were late for work because you
had a flat tire, the very next morning
you will have a flat tire.

Variation Law: If you change lines (or
traffic lanes), the one you were in will
start to move faster than the one you
are in now (works every time).

Law of the Bath: When the body is
fully immersed in water, the telephone
rings.

Law of Close Encounters: The
probability of meeting someone you
know increases dramatically when you
are with someone you don't want to be
seen with.

Law of the Result: When you try to
prove to someone that a machine won't
work, it will.

Law of Biomechanics: The severity of
the itch is inversely proportional to
the reach.

Law of the Theater:  At any event, the
people whose seats are furthest from
the aisle arrive last.

Law of Coffee: As soon as you sit down
to a cup of hot coffee, your boss will
ask you to do something which will last
until the coffee is cold.

Murphy's Law of Lockers: If there are
only two people in a locker room, they
will have adjacent lockers.

Law of Rugs/Carpets: The chances of
an open-faced jelly sandwich landing
face down on a floor covering are
directly correlated to the newness and
cost of the carpet/rug.

Law of Location: No matter where you
go, there you are.

Law of Logical Argument: Anything is
possible if you don't know what you are
talking about.

Brown's Law: If the shoe fits, it's ugly.

Wilson's Law: As soon as you find a
product that you really like, they will
stop making it. (this one is true every
time!)

Doctors' Law: If you don't feel well,
make an appointment to go to the
doctor, by the time you get there
you'll feel better. Don't make an
appointment and you'll stay sick.
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Continued

NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

NTSB MISSES THE MARK  The National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM) joins the
growing chorus of Motorcyclists Rights Organizations nationwide that take issue with
recent recommendations by the National Transportation Safety Board that States enact
mandatory helmet laws, and has released the following statement from James D. "Doc"
Reichenbach II, Chairman of the NCOM Board of Directors:

"Motorcycle deaths in this country are certainly reaching epidemic proportions. But
without conducting a thorough investigation, the NTSB's claim seems to be it is the
motorcyclists' fault. Is it the motorcyclist's fault that they choose not to wear helmets
and that larger vehicles run over them?

In 2004 Louisiana reinstated their mandatory helmet law. In 2006 the deaths jumped
almost 20%. The projection this year is it will jump more than 10% again, reaching
record numbers. In Florida since the helmet law was amended the fatality rate for
helmet-wearing riders has far exceeded that of non-helmet riders. In fact, in every injury
category helmeted riders are suffering more injuries and deaths than helmetless riders.
In 2005 more than 59% of the motorcyclist deaths in Florida were helmeted riders.
Since 2000 the motorcycle registrations have increased more than 160%. To believe
there is no correlation between the increase of registrations and the increase in deaths
is just sticking your head in the sand. In other words the NTSB thinks motorcyclists
should be forced by law to wear a helmet even though helmeted riders represent 3 out
of 5 fatalities.

As far as the motorcycle riders costing the taxpayers money, NCOM certainly does not
agree with the statement to CNN about our children's health, nor do our more than
1,000  NCOM Member Groups across the country. What we are concerned with is the idea
that motorcyclists are being neglected as taxpayers and citizens. We are Fathers,
Mothers, Sons and Daughters. We are your next-door neighbors and the Veterans who
risked their lives to protect this country in time of war. Are we to lose our rights
because the NTSB has not done their job of gathering information and instead just makes
blanket statements? The NTSB should encourage motorcycle training and educate the
non-riding public that motorcycles are out there sharing the road."
 
"SUPERSPORT" MOTORCYCLES UNDER FIRE FROM INSURANCE INSTITUTE  A recent media blitz
by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, an insurance industry trade group,
purports that so-called "Supersport" motorcycles are nearly four times deadlier than
all other types of bikes and have the worst overall insurance losses.
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The IIHS study, which basically reviews existing federal FARS (Fatal Accident Reporting
System) data and calculates motorcycle fatalities by type of motorcycle, blames the
growing popularity of racing platform cycles amongst younger riders in part for a
dramatic increase in U.S. motorcycle deaths, according to a September 11 article in USA
Today.

Motorcycle fatalities jumped 59% from 2000-2005, while overall U.S. motorcycle
registrations climbed 51%, but Supersport registrations were up 83% and accounted
for 28% of motorcycle fatalities while representing about 9% of registered
motorcycles. So, while overall fatalities per 10,000 registered motorcycles went up
from 7.1 in 2000 to 7.5 in 2005, Supersports were credited with 22.5 deaths per
10,000 registrations.

The "Sport and Unclad Sport Bikes" category of motorcycles, also noted for their speed
and agility, posted a fatality rate of 10.7 per 10,000, while "Touring" motorcycles were
6.5 and "Cruisers and Standard motorcycles", which comprise the bulk of motorcycle
registrations, were statistically under-represented at 5.7 fatalities/10M.

The study criticizes manufacturers for promoting the speed of Supersport bikes, noting
that "speed" was cited in 57% of the Supersport fatal crashes and 46% of the fatal
Sport and Unclad Sport Motorcycle accidents.

Supersport bikes also have the highest overall collision coverage losses among 2002
to 2006 model bikes, a figure almost four times higher than Touring motorcycles and six
times higher than Cruisers. The bikes are also popular targets among thieves, stolen at a
rate seven times higher than the average for all 2002 to 2006 motorcycles.

"Short of banning supersport and sport motorcycles from public roadways, capping the
speed of these street-legal racing machines at the factory might be one way to reduce
their risk," suggests the IIHS report on the study.

In the late-80s the IIHS convinced Missouri Senator John Danforth to introduce a bill in
Congress calling for horsepower limits on all motorcycles sold in the U.S., but he
withdrew his controversial "Super Bike Ban" following intense lobbying by motorcyclists'
rights activists and the motorcycle industry.

BRITISH CHARITY DEMANDS DOWNSIZING OF MOTORCYCLES  A row has erupted in England
after an influential road safety charity, RoadPeace, called on the government to limit the
weight, speed and power of high-speed motorcycles in an effort to slow the pace of
rising rider fatalities. Make bikes slower to save lives, claims the charity in
correspondence with the Transport Select Committee demanding that ministers issue new
regulations "downsizing" motorcycles.
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The move has sparked a furious reaction from the British Motorcycle Foundation, notes
the Evening Standard newspaper, and the BMF has quit RoadPeace claiming it has been
betrayed by the organization it has been an active member of since 2002.

The federation also questioned the charity's figures, pointing out that the majority of
motorcycle accidents involved riders of bikes with engines under 125cc. It suggested
that pedestrians and cyclists were responsible for many collisions with motorcycles. In a
statement, the BMF said: "The vast majority of motorcycle accidents are caused by other
road users, road defects or by poor road design."

Sheila Rainger of the RAC Foundation, a motor vehicle safety charity, said: "RoadPeace is
authoritative and is listened to but, unfortunately, in this case its demands are based on
emotion, not facts."

SOUNDING OFF ON THE NOISE ISSUE  As record numbers of motorcycles hit the road,
states and localities from Denver to New York are cracking down on motorcycle noise.
Motorcycles have set new sales records for 14 consecutive years, with 1.2 million new
bikes sold last year, but not everybody is happy with the sound of that. As of July 1,
riders in New York can get slapped with $440 in fines for having loud exhaust pipes.
Those revving their engines too loudly in Lancaster, Pennsylvania can get $150 tickets.
In Daytona Beach a city ordinance prohibits operating "any noise-creating device for the
purpose of drawing attention to the source of the noise." Denver now allows police to
fine the owners of motorcycles with mufflers that are not certified by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), which sets federal noise-pollution standards.

Colorado AIM (Aid to Injured Motorcyclists) Attorney Wade Eldridge successfully
challenged the first two tickets issued under Denver's new noise ordinance, largely
because the police didn't use sound meters, and ABATE of North Dakota is planning a
court challenge and has enlisted the assistance of AIM Attorney Ralph Vinje to fight two
citations issued under a new Bismarck municipal noise ordinance, where officers armed
with portable decibel meters have been overzealously enforcing the new law since it went
into effect August 1st.

ABATE's attorney, Vinje, told the Bismarck Tribune that if the police order an engine be
revved for testing purposes there isn't much choice, but he wouldn't submit to the test
voluntarily. "The ability to make noise is not the same as making noise," said Vinje, who
owns a Harley-Davidson with non-stock exhaust. "If they stop me for little or no reason
and have you rev up your engine, that's like asking you to break the law."

"My speedometer indicates my vehicle is capable of doing 120 mph, but that doesn't mean I
will," added Michael Jay, executive director of ABATE. Vinje and Jay feel that loud pipes
do provide extra protection for motorcyclists, announcing their proximity to drivers in
enclosed vehicles.
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The noise law "lends itself to arbitrary and discriminatory enforcement," said AIM Attorney
Eldridge, who is also legal counsel for the Confederation of Clubs of Colorado, "The
police can stop you for whatever reason."

MOTORCYCLE SALES SLOW  The runaway freight train of motorcycle sales may finally be
slowing down. For more than a decade, motorcycles recorded record sales figures,
often showing double-digit annual increases, defying nationwide economic slowdowns and
stock market dips. But for the first half of 2007 the Motorcycle Industry Council
reports that U.S. motorcycle sales are down for the first time since the mid-90s, and
were off by 7% compared to the first six months of last year.

Theories abound, with some suggesting the rise in gas prices and bleak economic picture
are making consumers cautious. Others say sub-prime concerns in the housing and auto
sectors are making loans less available. Others blame a summer of freaky weather.
Others say the slight decline in sales nationwide is a blip that won't last, and point out
that 2007 will still be the third-largest year for motorcycle sales.

Dealers noted that with supply catching up to demand nationwide, consumers are getting
better deals, with financing incentives, stable pricing, and great values with added
features such as anti-lock brakes, fuel injection and other technical improvements for
very little additional cost to consumers.

Dealerships have reported seeing an increase in sales of touring bikes and sport-touring
models, as graying riders - and their wives in the passenger seat - seek bigger more
comfortable rides. Another trend, again driven by the aging biker population, is the move
to trikes. New bike buyers are also demanding such add-ons as satellite navigational
systems, even though they are relatively expensive.

Motorcycle sales nationally have always been somewhat independent of practical
economics, Wade Rice of Rice Honda-Suzuki-Victory told the Rapid City Journal. "They say
3 percent of the population rides motorcycles. That's the bad news," Rice said, but from
the dealers' perspective, "The good news is that 28 percent want them."

WEIRD NEWS: 2 Wheels + 160 mph + School Zone = 3 Years of Lockup  According to
NBC, a 20 year-old Mesa, Arizona motorcyclist was recently sentenced to three years in
prison for riding his 2006 Honda CBR 600 through a school zone and crosswalk at
speeds over 160 mph. Law enforcement officials first spotted the ex-racer traveling at
roughly 140 mph through morning rush hour traffic, and a 30 minute pursuit ended with
a foot chase that resulted in the man's arrest. Apparently, his history of reckless
driving and riding under a suspended license didn't help his argument in court.

CANADIAN COLORS CASE GOES TO COURT  In what is believed to be a provincial first, a
trial date has been set for a Hells Angels member who was charged for wearing his club
colors in a bar, in violation of Saskatchewan's new colors ban.
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Richard Bandet, 34, is charged with the ticket offence under a provision of the Safer
Communities And Neighbourhoods Act (SCAN) that makes it against the law to wear "gang
colours" in licensed establishments like bars. Under the act, "colours" refers to "any
sign, symbol, logo or other representation identifying, associated with or promoting a
gang or a criminal organization."

On June 9, during the same weekend as a poker run involving the club, Moose Jaw Police
were checking local bars for SCAN infractions when they noticed a biker wearing his
colors.

Under SCAN, those found guilty of a first offence under the gang colors section of the
legislation face a maximum $10,000 fine and/or one year in jail. Subsequent offences
carry a maximum fine of $25,000 and/or one year in jail.

 
QUOTABLE QUOTE: "This nation will remain the land of the free only so long as it is the
home of the brave."

Elmer Davis (1890-1958), American radio announcer and news commentator

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073

Check your mail label for
membership expiration


