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 President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

“Louis was traveling at a high speed when he hit the windshield of a white Acura
that was making a left turn onto Southwest 54th Avenue, said Plantation Police
spokesman Detective Philip Toman. Louis flew several feet and hit a nearby bench.
He died at the scene.

Toman said Louis was wearing a helmet”. 

Let me just ask you to stop and read this paragraph again. Think about the three
things that contributed to this mans death. 

Detective Philip Toman’s statement. “Louis flew several feet and hit a nearby
bench”. He died at the scene.

Toman said Louis was wearing a helmet”.  What kind of moron covering this story
would even ask a stupid question like “WAS THE RIDER WEARING A HELMET”?  Given
the details of the incident, if you hit the windshield of a vehicle turning left in
front of you at a high rate of speed and stop by hitting a bench that’s pretty
much is going to be your last ride. 

The paramedic’s have to ask that question on the scene of an accident regardless
of the condition of the rider. But, what idiot would even think a helmet would
have made a difference or saved this persons life. Why was it a question at all?  If
this is the mentality of the people we depend on to keep us informed, we are in
serious trouble. The public has only this kind of deluded and distorted crap to
form their opinions and make decisions. They vote blindfolded. 

The fact is the accident happened because two people were acting irresponsibly. I
didn’t see anything regarding what the driver was doing when they made the
conscience decision to make that turn and why they didn’t see another vehicle in
their path. It was however noted that the rider was wearing a helmet. 

The undeniable fact is the vehicle violated the rider’s right of way.
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President’s Message - Cont’d

This issue has been addressed and the “Stiffer Penalty Act” was passed last year
and I still haven’t been able to find one incident where the driver has been
prosecuted. Why is it that these incidents never get past the “accident is under
investigation” stage? Or is it that we just never hear any more about the incident
because the media doesn’t think it’s worth reporting? My guess is the lawyers cut
a monetary deal or bury the incident by requesting a continuance of the case until
it’s forgotten by everyone except the victim.

I have been receiving a considerable amount of information regarding incidents and
accidents where cell phones, Blackberry's and Blue Tubes were in use and
contributed to the cause of the accident. The most recent being a story on the
five cheerleaders killed in New York State which received national media
coverage.

This tragic accident is probably the first time I personally have ever seen or
heard anything reported where cell phone use was actually a contributing
factor. Four years ago I began a personal campaign to try to gain support for
banning the use of cell phones while operating a motor vehicle of any kind
including "hands free" use as well. Having been the victim of an accident involving
a motorist that violated my right of way by making a left turn in front of me while
talking on a cell phone. The driver admitted "he didn't see me" (while still talking
on his cell phone). These two factors kill more motorcyclists then any other kind
of accident involving a single motorcycle or a motorcycle and another vehicle.

Now that a Bill has been proposed it becomes more important than ever that this
Bill includes "Hands Free and Blue Tubes" as well. To make matters worse "Text
Messaging" has become more popular and requires two hands and visual
attention to perform. "Hands Free" has new meaning, "Hands free" of the steering
wheel and the term "Inattentional Blindness" has been added to our vocabulary.

http://motorcyclists-against-dumb-drivers.com/cell-phones-and-dui-drunk-
driving.html

Study after study has concluded that there is no difference between "Hand Held
and Hands Free" they both contribute equally to "Inattentional Blindness". The
current proposed Bill including bills SB620, SB1944 and SB2372-- to ban the
use of cell phones while driving excludes hands free use. I have sent a letter to 
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President’s Message - Cont’d

Florida’s Senator Atwater to ask that he will consider working with his
constituants to have this proposed Bill include "Hands Free" cell phone use and
to support mandatory Drivers Education in Florida schools. 

We as motorcyclists and as members of ABATE need to take advantage of this time
period to get out there and educate the public as to the real facts about the
issues that effect all motorists and hopefully gain their support until legislative
sessions resume next year. 

Remember ABATE is for everybody regardless of what kind of motocycle you ride.
We invite you to stop in for one of our chapter meetings, our door is open to
everyone, independants, riding associations and club members. We invite all
motorcycle related businesses to show their support by taking out an ad in our
newsletter and become members of our chapter. ABATE of Florida has supported
the motorcycle community for over 25 years, we need to have your support to
continue to represent you and protect your rights.

Support your local ABATE Chapter.

Ride Free Ride Safe

Strongbow  - President

ABATE P.B.C.

561-483-4283 Fax. 561-451-4243

president@abatepalmbeach.com
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety

Dedicated to 

"Freedom of Choice, Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed in
Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. ABATE of

Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization dedicated to
promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues

concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We do not
require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of a motorcycle club or

any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE

Our most recent victories include the passing of Bill HB1697 requiring stiffer penalties for a
motorist turning left in front of another motorist, one of the leading causes of injury and death to
motorcyclist'. A reformed bill regarding "Ape Hangers" has also been passed, handlebars are

now to be measured from the riders shoulders rather than the seat. We also helped beat down
legislation proposed by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on an amendment to the

transportation, reauthorization bill (SAFE-TEA) that would re-institute a federal helmet law for all
riders by denying federal transportation and safety dollars to that state

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW

One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. Nothing could
be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to ride with or without a helmet
it's your choice, it is your right to decide whether wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an

organization fighting to protect your rights.

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"

There are over 7,000 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 30 active chapters. We
feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of the largest chapters in the state.

With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclist', a Palm Beach County chapter would
become a viable and influential voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness.This

chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.

For more information contact Strongbow President ABATE P.B.C. 561-483-4283
President@abatepalmbeach.com
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1 - Month $ 1 0 . 6 0
3 - Months $ 2 2 . 2 6
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One Year $ 7 4 . 4 1

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter

American Bikers Aiming Toward Education
Please Contact
Alison (RIO) 561-482-4346/Fax 561-883-2678/ E-MAIL - NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM
Strongbow   561-483-4283
or any member of the 
Board of Directors

Mail you information and check
to:

ABATE of Florida 
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073

You will be contacted ASAP

Thank you for your support!  
 

Newsletter AD Rates:
(Rates shown are for the entire period, 6.5% sales
tax included).

CONTACT:

SIZE AND DURATION OF AD:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBERS:

E-MAIL:
Your support is essential to the survival of our newsletter

ABATE is a not-for-profit Motorcycle Rights Organization; our mission is to lobby and
educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and

positive image.
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JUNE

Ray Edwards
Sara Edwards
James McGill
John “Honda John” Preston OCTOBER

Frank "Frankie Fire" Baudo
Dario "DeeMan" Gaitan
Gina Gaitan
Arthur "Bushwacker" Hebert
Lenny "Uncle Fester" Hironimus
Dean R. "Snapper" Hunter
Kelly "Moonshine" Hunter
Juan "Juan Roberto" Iglesias
Suzanne P.  Keen
Mike "Surfer" Kenney
James "Jimmy Les" Lesniak
J.F. Levi
Monique Levi
Karen Lowe
Michael "Freebird" Lowe
David "Dirty Dave" Mahon, Jr
Michael "Sailor" McDonald
Robin Lee "Ohio" McDonald
Jim "Cutter" Peters
Christopher Sharp
Jim "Jimbo" Sherrow
Axel  "Axman" Wojnar
Vicky "Spin Girl" Wojnar

JULY

Jimmy "2 EZ" Malecki
Darrell "Wildthing" Magee
Francky McGowan
Jesus "Deuce" Nieves
Kathy Olsey

AUGUST

Darlene "Stiletto" Kessaris
Steve "Lum" Sizemore
Leo   Pedraza
Lars E.  Bergstrom 

SEPTEMBER

Denise "Muffin" Pacitti
Mike "Tomcat" Thomas
Michael "Zim" Zimmer
Maurice  Clark

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your membership or be
deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure to notify us of any change  of address

to continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message

You know, one of the “perks” of being an elected officer in our organization is
you get to sway from what you are really supposed to do from time-to-time and
sneak on some of your personal views and opinions.  Now, being that I am only the
Vice President I do have to submit my articles to Strrongbow, our President, for
his approval, but seeing that he is a wounded Viet Nam Veteran I think that I just
might get this one through, even though it has nothing to do with motorcycles.

For years, or actually forever, since the end of the Vietnam “conflict”, which we
all considered a war, I thought Our government had forgotten about our lost
comrades as MIA and that was it.  Then my niece, USAF Staff Sergeant Elizabeth
“Liz to me” Feeney (maiden name Paton of Lantana) was assigned to JPAC.  I had no
idea what the hell that was but learned that it was the Joint POW/MIA
Accountability Command.  What the hell was that? 

Well it turns out that I really don’t know everything(hard for me to admit) and
that Our Government really IS doing something to account for and recover our
fallen MIA Heroes and not only from Viet Nam, but from every war and conflict
from WWI to the first Gulf War!   

My first exposure to what she was doing was when she sent me an e-mail with
photos of her in a ceremony honoring the remains of a soldier from the Viet Nam
era being welcomed and honored back in Our Country after he had been
recovered.  DAMN, my eyes welled and my heart filled and mind swelled with pride
to see her being a part of Our County doing what I always felt they should be
doing and never knew they were!  The US Military is actually doing something to
bring our MIA’s Home!  Surprise… Surprise… Surprise… 

Then she came home and started to really tell me the story.  JPAC, stationed in
Hawaii, has 600 hand picked enlisted men, women and officers from all of our
Armed Forces, as well as the largest and best equipped forensic laboratory in
the world.  In fact, the TV shows CSI (and it’s spin-offs) and NCIS laboratories are 
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d

modeled after the actual JPAC forensic laboratory in Hawaii.  They recover on an
average of 6 to 8 fallen heroes a month.  No matter how small the remains are
(tooth, bone, fragment or whatever) if they can identify it, our service men come
home, are received with full military honors and are entered as the heroes they
are.  Please understand this: for many of these fallen heroes it is the first time
in decades that they have been HOME!  I started to think what that might mean to
their families and then thought what it actually means to me and felt proud that
my Niece was a part of that and even more proud to be an American.

If you want to learn more about JPAC try out their site at:
http://www.jpac.pacom.mil/ or contact me through our site at:
http://www.abatepalmbeach.com/index.html and believe me I’ll be glad to brag
about what they (she) is doing!  By-the-way, Liz and her husband, a USAF Iraq War
Vet that, thanks to God, came home safe after more than a year in-country, are
making me a great-uncle some time in September. 

So, forgive me for personalizing this Vice Presidents message, but can you really
blame me?

God Bless All, Ride Safe and Ride Free.

John “Papa Bear” Olsey

YOUR, vice president
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Reverend “Rocky” 

Monthly Encourager

Well it's been a long time, but I seem to be almost back. Yes now the doctors have
some other thing they found wrong with this old body of mine. I'm not going to
comment on that though. I have an interesting story that needs to be told. It's
about a young man known as Bob.

 He came up tough in an Italian American neighborhood. He wasn't poor, nor did he
have only one parent. He knew all about Jesus after all he was Catholic. he was
outspoken, spoiled, no appreciation of what thereal world had in store for him.

After he was discharged from the U.S. Marine corps. he was a pretty angry
Vietnam Vet. 19-years old and has a girlfriend who was pregnant, and only got
that way to escape her broken home.

Bob found out what Biker clubs and freedom from " whatever " was all about.
Neglecting his safety and the safety of his wife and now three children. Bob lived
and breathed the respect and freedom of being a BIKER. 

Eventually Bob would be so consumed in this Brotherhood that it was on his 52nd
birthday, he took a step in a whirlwind terrifying direction that scared him half to
death.One of Bob's " so called Brothers " decided to give false  statements
against Bob to the local reigning Clubs.  this slime ball knew if he sucked up to
the 1%er club running things, maybe they would take kindly to him and help him
move up in ranks. The plan was drawn the deed was done. Bob was cornered, and
was beaten down. Ribs broken, teeth knocked out, and 14 stitches in his head, he
was beaten down because of lies deceit, and selfishness. Satan danced in the
streets that night.

Two years later he was sick and tried of being sick and tired. He got his gun and
proceeded to the worst sin. Bob had no one. The other bikers even the
independents didn't want to be in the line of fire, so they kept away from Bob.
Sleeping with a nine millimeter, if he could sleep at all, decided to end it all. But,
before he could commit this sinful of all sins, Bob was led to one of God's
angels. He found peace in the words of Jesus Christ.
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Bob accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior, and his new life began. Not only did the
Holy Spirit move in and change Bob completely, Bob was blessed with the
forgiveness of his children. Bob learned how to ask for forgiveness and through
faith knew in his heart that he was indeed forgiven.

How he found Jesus, and why he wanted to be saved can be found out with just a
few minutes talking with one of the many Christian Bikers that are out there for
you. Bob found a true Brotherhood with Alpha & Omega. Palm Bch Chapter
Christian Motorcyclist Association. Six years of riding with and learning from
these dedicated Prayer Warriors has taught Bob how to be happy, and also
regained the love and attention from his three children and four grandchildren.
The Lord has a HUGE eraser. Learn how simple it is to be saved.

 The end times are here, don't waste your chance at salvation.

 Bob can be reached at his new ministry. Reverend: Abate Palm Beach Chapter

Until next time, Ride safe.

Rev. Rocky (aka Bob )
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From: Tumbleweed - Chaplain 

I Refuse to Worry

 

“Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.”

(Matthew 6:34)

Have you ever worried about a problem in your life that just drove you up
the wall eventually come to find out the problem worked out and you worried
yourself for nothing? Worry is like a rocking chair, you can rock all you want
but it wont get you anywhere. God wants you to be fulfilled and whole, to live a
trusting and hopeful life of joy and peace. You must learn how to slow down and
enjoy life more by refusing to worry. You must learn to lighten up and laugh,
because life is too short to live in depression and worry. Begin each day with a
promise to make it a joy filled walk on your journey to faith. 

 

A Prayer for today:

God, I know that you love me and will provide for me. Help me not to worry or
spend my life in any way other than joyful service. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Tumbleweed

Cell: 9546101483

jvmclemore@yahoo.com
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The Last Word

Cops Eye Role of Text Messages in Crash
Cheerleaders Killed in Fiery Head-On Collision

By BEN DOBBIN,

ABC News

Posted: 2007-07-14 22:31:50

Filed Under: Nation

(July 14) - Texting while driving may have played a role in last month's crash that
killed five recent Fairport High School graduates in New York.

"Cell phones are a distraction and could be a contributing cause in this accident,"
said Ontario County Sheriff Philip Povero.

The teens were on their way to a Keuka Lake cottage when their sport utility
vehicle swerved into the path of an oncoming tractor trailer.

Bailey Goodman, 17, was driving and Sara Monnat was in the front passenger seat.
Both were wearing seat belts. Meredith McClure, Hannah Congdon, and Katie
Shirley were in the back seat and not wearing seat belts. All of the teens died on
impact.

The crash happened June 26 on Routes 5 and 20 in East Bloomfield, Ontario
County. Sheriff Povero said Bailey overcorrected after passing another car.
Speed may have been a factor, as the SUV was going 60 miles per hour on impact.
The SUV was pushed 138 feet by the force of the crash.

Seconds before the crash, Bailey received a text message on her cell phone.

Her phone was used to send a text message to a friend who lives in the
Canandaigua area at 10:05:02. That friend text messaged her back at 10:06:29.
Thirty-eight seconds later, at 10:07:07, the first call came into 911 reporting
the accident.
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"The records indicate her phone was in use. We will never be able to clearly state
she was the one doing the text messaging," said Sheriff Povero.

The airbag module was destroyed by fire. It is a black box-type device that would
have said how fast the SUV was going and whether Bailey applied the brakes
before the crash.

There were nine eyewitnesses to the crash -- the tractor trailer driver, the driver
of the car Bailey passed and his passenger, four of the teens' friends in a car
following them, and two people in a car following the tractor trailer.

The sheriff identified the driver of the Mercury Sable Bailey passed as Michael
Short, 21, of Honeoye Falls. Sheriff Povero said he slowed down and pulled to
the right to allow her to safely pass. The pass began in a legal passing zone, but
ended in a no-passing zone.

Alcohol has been ruled out. There is no indication of drug use, but a final
toxicology report has not been prepared.

Sheriff Povero said a combination of speed, driver error, driver inexperience, and
driver distraction caused the tragedy.

"As we drive a motor vehicle, we need to constantly remind ourselves that this is
our main and only responsibility," he said. "This tragedy points out some basic
traffic safety principals that apply to all of us in our everyday life."

This story was reported by ABC News affiliate WHAM-TV in Rochester, N.Y.

Submitted by: John “Papa Bear” Olsey
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This is Sick

Democrats Make Billion Dollar Cut in Veterans Benefit

IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Tuesday, July 17, 2007 CONTACT: Sherieâ Grove (202) 225-3527
 

Democrats Make Billion Dollar Cut in Veterans Benefit
 

Washington, D.C.  In a party line vote over the objections of Republican Members,
House Veterans Affairs Committee Democrats voted to cut nearly a billion dollars
in pension benefits for wartime, elderly, indigent, severely disabled or house-
bound American veterans to fund unprecedented benefits for World War II Filipino
veterans.

Ranking Member Steve Buyer (R-Ind.) offered an amendment to defend the wartime,
elderly, indigent, severely disabled or house-bound American veterans. The
special monthly pension provides an additional $2,200 per year to the most
severely disabled veterans.  A 2006 decision by the Court of Appeals for
Veterans Claims required VA to begin paying benefits to these veterans.

It is unconscionable that the democrats voted today to deny elderly, indigent,
severely disabled or house-bound American veterans the special monthly pension
in order to finance a new entitlement program to benefit Filipino veterans, Buyer
noted.
 
For more news from House Committee on Veterans Affairs Republicans, please go
to http://www.republicans.veterans.house.gov/

They all served, they all sacrificed and gave of themselves, as did all American
troops since WW I. They fought and died and came back to uncertain times and a
bleak look at was to be the rest of their lives in the country they fought to
defend. Only to find that their country, our country us the USA has decided that
benefits to the fallen Filipino veterans is more important and that they gave more
and deserve more for something they couldn’t do themselves.  They couldn’t
defend their own country. They were slaves to the Japanese. The Japanese
slaughtered hundreds of thousands of Filipino’s because they couldn’t defend
their own country. 

We fought and won that war and would have with them or without them. They owe
us! They owe us for everything we have done for the ungrateful bastards who
now host and support terrorist’s organizations fanatically committed to our
destruction. We fought for them, along side of them, died for them, liberated
them and helped them rebuild. In my opinion we don’t owe them shit! They owe us,
and now they have lined up against us.
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A Senior Moment

It's tough to get old! But old people with guns, that's scary! Keep  smiling!

This is a true account as recorded in the Police Log of Sarasota,  Florida...

An elderly Florida lady did her shopping and, upon returning to her car, found
four males in the act of leaving with her vehicle. She dropped her shopping bags
and drew her handgun, proceeding to scream at the top of her voice, "I have a
gun, and I know how to use it! Get out of the car!"

The four men didn't wait for a second invitation. They got out and ran like mad. The
lady, somewhat shaken, then proceeded to load her shopping bags into the back
of the car and got into the driver's seat. She was so shaken that she could not
get her key into the ignition.

She tried and tried, and then it dawned on her why... For the same reason she did
not understand why there was a football, a Frisbee and two 12 packs of beer in
the front seat! A few minutes later, she found her own car parked four or five 
spaces farther down. She loaded her bags into the car and  drove to the police
station to report her mistake.

The sergeant to whom she told the story couldn't stop laughing. He pointed to
the other end of the counter, where four pale men were reporting a car jacking
by a mad, elderly woman described as white, less than five feet tall, glasses,
curly white hair, and carrying a large handgun. No charges were filed. 

Remember...

"If you're going to have a Senior Moment, make it a memorable one!" 

Submitted By: Smoothie
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NEWS FLASH 

Chavez is NOW getting a Russian Weapons Factory built by Putin. The RUSSIANS are
building an AK-47 Kalashnikov Assault Rifle factory in Venezuela ,  to give
armament support to Communist Rebel groups throughout the Americas.

Chavez NOW has IRANIANS operating his oil refineries in Venezuela for him. It is
likely only a matter of time, if not already, before Chavez has  Iranian built LONG
RANGE missiles,  with a variety of warhead types aimed at: Guess Who? 

CITGO is NOW in the process of Changing Its Name to PETRO EXPRESS due to the
loss of gasoline sales in the USA due to the recent publicity of  ownership by
Chavez of Venezuela. 

Every dollar you spend with CITGO or PETRO EXPRESS gasoline will be used
against you, your basic human rights, and your freedoms.  He will start wars here
in the Americas that will probably be the death of millions of free people.

THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT because Chavez is starting to feel the loss of revenue
from his holdings.  HE OWNS CITGO. This is a very important move that everyone
should be aware of.

ANNOUNCED JUST RECENTLY, CITGO, BEING AWARE THAT SALES ARE DOWN DUE TO
U.S. CUSTOMERS NOT WANTING TO BUY FROM "CITGO-CHAVEZ", HAVE STARTED TO
CHANGE THE NAME OF SOME OF THEIR STORES TO: "PETRO EXPRESS"

DO NOT BUY FROM "PETRO EXPRESS" EITHER!!! "PETRO EXPRESS" IS ALSO 100%
OWNED BY "CHAVEZ."

KEEP THIS MEMO GOING SO THAT EVERYONE KNOWS WHAT IS HAPPENING. 

BOYCOTT "CITGO" AND "PETRO EXPRESS".............MAKE SURE THIS IS PASSED ON TO
EVERYONE YOUR YOUR E-MAIL LIST IN THE UNITED STATES AND OUTSIDE OF AMERICA

Submitted by: Tomcat 

Print this out and pass it on to those who don’t have access to the Internet. Those of
us with access to this information have an obligation to our friends and family to
share it with them. Not, just this message but any and all information in regard to
warnings and/or potential threats that we are privileged to, via the internet. 
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MOTORCYCLES IN MOVIES
By Slo Motion

While the biker film genre started in the 1950s with The Wild
One, it was the actual post war use of  motorcycles by ex-
servicemen and formation of clubs that was the seed.  The
changes in society at this time brought out the changes in
film.  The 1950s bikers were mild rebels or delinquents.  The

psychedelic sixties brought even more changes into our culture, subcultures,
and film making.  Movies got more violent, sexy, with drugs, just like America.  The
major studios changed and more independents got involved with low budget films
for drive-ins aimed at the youth. Many reviewers say the biker film took over the
Western genre with similar plots. We have biker gangs, few ok but mostly psychos
with in-fighting, violence, sex, drugs, rape, town terrorizing, revenge, and rock n
roll.  Also have town folks or cops that are scared or prejudiced.  Lots of
drug use and slang, often the bikers are given hippie characteristics – how true
was that?  But the hippies are often included.  These films have much music/video
montages to pad the story, especially the falling in love scenes. The British also
had there biker films but without the “Western” background more social comment
or SciFi/Horror edge. 
American International  Pictures made several biker movies & beach movies with the
bumbling Eric Von Zipper (Harvey Lembeck) and his Rats and Mice MC.   Beach Party
1963, Bikini Beach July 1964, Pajama Party Nov 1964, Beach Blanket Bingo Apr
1965, How to Stuff a Wild Bikini July 1965, and Ghost in an Invisible Bikini Apr
1966.  Good mindless fun and one of few times bikers are humorous. 
1963 July 4 The Great Escape  Steve McQueen  It may be a stretch to consider
this great film a “biker movie” but is included as has great Steve McQueen
motorcycle escape scene by Bud Ekins.  I remember as kid this movie airing yearly

and sure that might have influenced many others too. I see a
recent DVD release now has cover with Steve McQueen on
the bike.
1964 Nov 11  Roustabout  “Elvis is a leather-jacketed biker
who's fired from a singing engagement after getting into a
fight with a group of college toughs. While riding his cycle
to the next gig, an irate dad runs him off the road when he
flirts with his daughter.”  IMDB.com  Elvis was a big Harley 
fan but they have him on a Honda to show one of the “nice
people”, not a big bad biker. 
1964 Scorpio Rising  “An army of gay/nazi bikers make their
engines roar and ride the way to pain/pleasure as sexual and 
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sadistic symbols are intercut into the dazing chaos and rhythmic experiences of
this underground film.” IMDB.com
1965 Aug  Motor Psycho Directed by Russ Meyer  “Three bad boy motorcyclists
get kicks raping other people's women and generally being a nuisance. When they
rape a veterinarian's wife, he takes exception and pursues them,”  IMDB.com
1966 The Girls from Thunder Strip  William Bonner, Casey Kasem “A vicious gang
of murderous bikers goes up against a trio of beautiful bootlegging sisters.” 
IMDB.com
1966 The Love Merchant  “Kendall Harvey III is a wealthy and jaded playboy ...
Click is a biker who wants to make a fast buck … Click spots Harvey in a go-go
club; hoping to make a good impression with the wealthy socialite, Click offers to
introduce him to some attractive and willing women,” allmovie.com  Sounds like
just another use of a biker as a villain

1966 July The Wild Angels   “Peter Fonda plays 'Heavenly
Blues', the leader of Hell's Angels chapter from San Pedro,
California while Bruce Dern plays 'Loser', his best pal. When
they both botch their attempt to retrieve Loser's stolen
bike, Loser ends up in the hospital. When the Angels bust
him out, he dies, and they bury him. Nancy Sinatra plays Mike,
Blues' "old lady" and Diane Ladd plays Loser's wife (Dern's
real-life wife at the time).” IMDB.com  Okay this is one of the
top biker movies people think of.  One just about all bikers
are familiar with.  It was made by one of the Kings of low
budget films – Roger Corman.

Look for the remainder of the 1960's movie review in next month’s issue. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Jeff Hennie, MRF Vice-President of Government Relations jeff@mrf.org
(e-mail)

Right to Repair Bill Introduced in US House

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) reports that the U.S. House of
Representatives has re-introduced legislation that would return the right to
repair to the vehicle owner instead of the original manufacturer. 

Thanks go to Rep Ed Towns, D-NY who introduced the Motor Vehicle Owners' Right
to Repair Act (HR 2694) into the 110th Congress. Joining Rep Towns as original
co-sponsors were Reps G.K. Butterfield, D-NC; Anna Eshoo, D-CA; Steven
LaTourette, R-OH; George Miller, D-CA and James Moran, D-VA.

The need for right to repair legislation has become apparent due to the
increasing use of computers and electronics that control nearly every motor
vehicle function from fuel delivery, braking, lighting, and emissions to
entertainment. Although computers provide many benefits to motorists through
improved fuel efficiency, comfort and safety, they also provide increasing
opportunities for motor vehicle manufacturing companies to lock out access by
car owners and the independent repair shops where owners choose to obtain
service for their vehicles. HR 2694 would require that car companies provide
full access to all tools and service information needed to repair motor vehicles,
thus leveling the competitive playing field between dealers and independent repair
shops. 

HR 2694 is similar to last years measure (HR 2048); however some differences
exist between the two bills. This year's legislation had to take into account
several factors, including the new leadership in Congress and Committees. In
addition, although sponsored by the sitting Energy and Commerce Committee
Chairman Joe Barton (R-TX) last Congress, HR 2048 barely limped out of
subcommittee and failed to be taken up by the full committee or the House floor.

Dealing with the new Chairman John Dingell (D-OH), who has been extremely
outspoken against this bill, is certainly a challenge. Dingell, who has defended
Detroit manufacturing against the environmental lobby for decades, has had a
change of heart. Now that the Motor City isn't the vast field of smoke stacks it 
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once was, that change may be sincere. As the newest environmentalist, perhaps
Dingell can understand that a well-tuned and maintained vehicle gets higher mpgs,
is therefore better for the environment, and we should be removing barriers to
convenient and proper vehicle maintenance.

HR 2694 now has eleven co-sponsors and has been referred to the House Energy
and Commerce committee. No Senate legislation has been introduced as of press
time. The MRF encourages you to contact your Federal Representative and ask
them to co sponsor HR 2694. As always, the MRF  will keep you posted on any
developments.

Jeff Hennie
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Continued

NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

ELECT A BIKER FOR PRESIDENT Iowa will once again be in the
national spotlight this August as the first presidential straw
poll will help define the upcoming race to the White House,

and Tommy Thompson is hoping his biker friends will kickstart his campaign into
full gear.

The Republican is the former four-term governor of Wisconsin and past federal
Secretary of Health & Human Services, but to many his most endearing
qualification is that he rides a motorcycle. In fact, he began riding under the
tutelage of former Wisconsin State Senator Dave Zien, one of the country’s most
well-known and beloved motorcycling advocates who is also a member of the
National Coalition of Motorcyclists Legislative Task Force (NCOM-LTF).

Thompson has toured his home state in the saddle of a Harley-Davidson to promote
business and tourism, and even hosts his own annual motorcycle ride. He has
signed many pro-motorcycling pieces of legislation into law in Wisconsin, and is on
record as opposing helmet laws. In August 2002, Thompson was inducted into the
Motorcycle Hall of Fame in Sturgis, South Dakota.

Syndicated columnist George Will recently wrote of Thompson’s candidacy in the
Washington Post, and referred to the “Sturgis Factor” in gauging his chances for
success in a field of more well known and better funded GOP presidential
hopefuls.

Will was referring to the fact that the Iowa straw poll lands on August 11,
during the annual Sturgis Bike Rally that draws over half a million riders to the
neighboring state (Aug 6-12). Thompson hopes that some of those Iowa bikers will
take the time during their travels to participate in the presidential straw poll. A
group of nationally known bikers’ rights activists have formed “Team Tommy” and
are inviting all motorcyclists to show their support for a fellow rider.

You can find out more, or make a donation, at www.teamtommy.org.

BIKERS TAKE CARE OF THEIR OWN As detailed during the Confederation of Clubs
of Tennessee’s report at the NCOM Convention earlier this year, a clinic recently 
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Continued

opened in Springfield, TN that offers free medical treatment to its patients every
Saturday, regardless of whether they have medical insurance. There's just one
catch -- it's a biker clinic.

It was opened as part of Covenant Confirmers, a motorcycle ministry founded
seven years ago by pastor Ron Baptiste. Since March, volunteer doctors and
nurses have been treating patients, mostly bikers, with minor medical problems
such as the flu, colds, high blood pressure and scrapes. Anyone with serious
medical problems is referred to a hospital.

The clinic is open every Saturday from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Because it is still
fairly new, the patient turnout has varied from two to 25 patients in a day.

"It's just something that I knew was needed in the biker world," Baptiste told the
Tennessean newspaper. His motorcycle ministry was featured recently on The 700
Club.

Baptiste said the ministry still supports the clinic financially but, with donations
coming from medical manufacturers, bike clubs and associations, the clinic is well
on its way to supporting itself. Eventually, he wants to offer dental and
chiropractic care for patients and is even looking at alternative medicine.

HOLY COMMUTE The Vatican recently handed down another 10 Commandments; this
time for drivers and motorcyclists.

The document, “Guidelines for the Pastoral Care of the Road” extols the benefits
of driving — family outings, getting the sick to the hospital, allowing people to
see other cultures; but it laments a host of ills associated with automobiles:
drivers use their cars to show off; driving "provides an easy opportunity to
dominate others" by speeding; drivers can kill themselves and others if they don't
get their cars regular tuneups, if they drink, use drugs or fall asleep at the
wheel.

It also points the finger at traffic problems particular to Rome: “Danger also
derives from city cars, which are driven by youngsters and adults who do not
have (full) driving licenses, and the reckless use of motorbikes and
motorcycles.”

It calls for drivers to obey speed limits and to exercise a host of Christian
virtues: charity to fellow drivers, prudence on the roads, hope of arriving
safely and justice in the event of crashes. And it suggests that prayer might come
in handy.
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Continued

Cardinal Renato Martino told a news conference that the Vatican felt it necessary
to address the pastoral needs of motorists because driving has become such a big
part of contemporary life. "We know that as a consequence of transgressions and
negligence, 1.2 million people die each year on the roads," Martino said. "That's a
sad reality, and at the same time, a great challenge for society and the church."

The “Driver’s Ten Commandments,” as listed in the document, are:

1. You shall not kill.

2. The road shall be for you a means of communion between people and not of
mortal harm.

3. Courtesy, uprightness and prudence will help you deal with unforeseen
events.

4. Be charitable and help your neighbor in need, especially victims of accidents. 

5. Cars shall not be for you an expression of power and domination, and an
occasion of sin. 

6. Charitably convince the young and not so young not to drive when they are not
in a fitting condition to do so. 

7. Support the families of accident victims. 

8. Bring guilty motorists and their victims together, at the appropriate time, so
that they can undergo the liberating experience of forgiveness. 

9. On the road, protect the more vulnerable party.

10. Feel responsible toward others.

CALIFORNIA DUCKS SMOG CHECKS FOR MOTORCYCLES As reported in the August
2007 issue of “Motorcycle Consumer News,” there are no immediate plans to
require motorcycles to submit to regular Smog Checks in California, similar to
emission tests that cars and other vehicles must undergo.

Under the news item, "No Smog Checks for California Motorcycles” it was
announced that “The California Air Resources Board (CARB) has decided against
adding motorcycles to the list of vehicles that must undergo periodic emissions 
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testing. Reportedly, pressure from the California Motorcycle Dealers
Association, ABATE of California, and others caused the CARB to drop the
proposal."

Arizona is currently the only state that requires emissions testing for
motorcycles, and testing is limited to only Maricopa County, in which the city of
Phoenix is located. A motorcyclists coalition led by ABATE of Arizona, the
Modified Motorcycle Association (MMA) of Arizona and the Arizona Confederation
of Motorcycle Clubs (ACMC) were recently successful in lobbying to end
emission tests for motorcycles in Pima County. The Kentucky Motorcycle
Association (KMA/KBA) successfully removed motorcycles from their state’s
emissions testing several years ago.

NORTH CAROLINA PASSES RED LIGHT LEGISLATION The North Carolina legislature
has voted to give frustrated bikers a break at red lights. Recognizing that some
traffic signal sensors do not recognize and trip for motorcycles, the Senate
voted unanimously for the measure and the House then voted 61-55 to send the
bill to Governor Mike Easley’s desk. If he signs it, the law will take effect
December 1st, allowing motorcycle riders to proceed through a red light if
they’ve waited three minutes for the light to change, and if no other vehicles and
pedestrians are in sight.

VIRGINIANS FACE THREAT OF $3,000 TICKET Virginia is for lovers, or so the state
slogan has declared since 1969. Starting July 1st, Virginia also will be the home
of the $3,000 traffic ticket. In an effort to raise money for road projects, the
state will start hitting residents who commit serious traffic offenses with huge
civil penalties.

Exorbitant fees range from $750 to $3,000 and will be added to existing fines
and court costs. For example, the civil penalty for going 20 mph over the speed
limit will be $1,050, plus $61 in court costs and a fine that is typically about
$200. 

Virginia's new traffic penalties are expected to raise $65 million a year and are
part of an effort to improve the state's roads without raising taxes. Some other
states impose extra civil penalties for traffic offenses, but the cost is usually
$100 or $200.

The civil penalties apply only to Virginia residents, not out-of-state drivers, as the
state Legislature didn't think it could enforce the extra penalties in other states.
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AAA Mid-Atlantic supports the new penalties, claiming the law will help reduce
traffic fatalities.

CHARLESTON PARKING GARAGES BAN BIKES A new ordinance prohibits motorcycle
parking in all eleven city parking garages operated by Republic Parking System in
Charleston, South Carolina, severely limiting downtown parking available for
motorcyclists.

"The new policy is in response to the increased liability that the City faces with
motorcycles not always being detected on the loops and the potential of the gate
coming down and injuring the rider," states a notice which forbids motorcycles
from entering the facility, a violation now punishable with a fine.

Motorcyclists are allowed to park in regular metered spaces, but the two-hour
time limit on city streets makes that unfeasible for many riders, and other covered
parking structures are several blocks away.

Citing motorcyclists' contribution to alleviating traffic and parking congestion and
their low fuel consumption, "Fast Fred" Ruddock, State Coordinator of ABATE of
S.C., compares the discrimination against the riding minority to the Jim Crow laws
of the segregation era. "The Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits discrimination in
public facilities," Ruddock told the Charleston City Paper. "All new traffic
sensors installed by SCDOT now detect motorcycles, so the weak excuse given in
the notice holds no water."

He's contacted Beaufort-based attorney John Daugs, a lawyer for Aid to Injured
Motorcyclists (AIM). "Motorcyclists have the same rights and responsibilities as an
auto car or pickup truck under S.C. law," said Daugs, who is currently
formulating a letter to the city in hopes that they'll resolve the issue out of
court.

If letters and discussion aren't enough, Ruddock hasn't ruled out a lawsuit or
civil disobedience. Charleston's public garages were built to accommodate
motorcycles, and Ruddock says he'll gladly collect a few parking tickets to
challenge the rule forcing them out.

"The parking garages' fears seem somewhat unfounded," says California attorney
Richard Lester, founder of the nationwide AIM program and the National Coalition
of Motorcyclists (NCOM) a biker advocacy group. He says that whiplash is the
worst injury that's been reported to AIM from a falling gate. "Not allowing them
in there seems a lot worse than any injury that could possibly come from it."
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WEIRD NEWS: AUSTRALIAN POLICE ACCUSE CHARITIES OF MAKING BIKERS LOOK
GOOD The Queensland Police Minister Judy Spence has accused hospitals and
charities of giving "bikie gangs" a "veneer of respectability" by accepting their
donations from charity runs. “She brands all motorcycle Clubs as outlaw
groups,” read the article.

The Australian Motorcycle Rider Association responded by commenting that not
all club riders were in criminal gangs, and should not be painted with that brush.

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "Avoiding danger is no safer in the long run than outright
exposure. Life is a daring adventure, or nothing."

Helen Keller (1880-1968), blind and deaf activist

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting
August 18, 2007 

11:30 am
VFW POST 5335

500 N.E. 21st AVENUE
Boynton Beach, FL 33435

561-737-4102

Directions: Bike Parking is in the rear of the
building 
Exit I-95 at Gateway go east to NE 4th Street,
turn right, to NE 21st Ave, turn left.VFW is on
the right. From US 1 turn west on Gateway, to
NE 4th Street, turn left, to NE 21st Ave, turn
left. VFW is on the right. 

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073

Coming Soon 
Check your mail label for

membership expiration


