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 President’s Message

Brothers and Sisters, 

I would like to begin by saying thank you my Brothers and Sisters, I am humbled by
your confidence and support in voting to keep me on as your chapter president. I am
indeed honored to have the new board of directors to stand beside me for the coming
year and especially for stepping up when we need them most. I would also like to
thank all of you who braved the weather to attend the meeting and participate in the
election. I would also like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to those
of you that were a part of the forming of this chapter since it’s inception.

I have the utmost respect for all of you and confidence in your decision to serve on
the Board of Directors to help take our chapter to the next level. I look forward in
serving with you.

In the coming month ABATE of Florida will be conducting leadership seminars the
weekend of July 14th & 15th in Deland, Fl. I urge anyone that may consider becoming a
board member in the future to plan to attend. We all will benefit from the
information shared between the state board members and that of other chapters. It’s
always great to get together with our Brothers and Sisters at these seminars. If
your not doing anything and want to get in some saddletime it’s always good a ride. 

An important part of what we do as members of ABATE is becoming active not only in
the motorcycle community but also in our own communities. Recently we have been in
contact with the Lake Worth Chamber of Commerce. They have a calendar of events
through out the year that offer something for everybody. This presents us with a
great opportunity to become involved with the city and the civic leaders of Lake
Worth. Our presence may help us give the public a better understanding of who we
are as motorcyclists and as members of the community. They may learn of our
dedication to promoting motorcycle safety as well as our agenda on the legislative
issues that effect all of us as American citizens.

Bill H 757, Reinstating Drivers Education in Florida Schools and bills SB620,
SB1944 and SB2372 currently tabled until next year that is intended to stem the
rising tide of deaths and injuries attributable to the inattentional blindness of motor
vehicle operators distracted to the point of impairment as a result of their engaging
in cell phone conversations while driving are perfect examples of issues that effect
all motorists and their families.
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President’s Message - Cont’d

We have an obligation to other motorcyclists to work with civic leaders and local
politicians to 

insure that our voice is heard. We need not only be a voice for motorcyclist but a
voice for citizens who have only the media’s “paid for documentaries” and the deluded
facts reported in regard to accidents involving motorcycles to go by and in that
forming their opinions and voting.

Our local political and community leaders are the people that need to know the facts
as they are, not as they are reported. They need to know that there are young adults
out there killing themselves injuring and killing innocent motorist with suicidal acts
of stupidity and mindless abandon not only for their own lives but the lives others.
They need to understand that not everyone thinks like them. As a matter of fact the
majority of us that share the road with them have no idea what went wrong in their
maturing process that shut it down when they were twelve.

Mandatory laws are not going to solve the problem. We need to educate kids long
before they get to the road. We need to have comprehensive programs dealing
specifically with motorcycles and ATV’s at grade school level. We need to have
driver’s education in the Florida school system.  

The word I got is that the state stopped funding drivers education programs in Florida
schools because they money was being misappropriated by the local school districts. 

I don’t know what that means to you but it sounds to me it wound up in somebody’s
pocket and wasn’t the Palm Beach County School District’s Driver Education
Programs and it damned sure didn’t invoke a program where there wasn’t one. 

If everyone in Tallahassee is so interested in making something mandatory they might
try starting with a mandatory “Drivers Education Course” in every High School in the
state. Supplementary programs such as ABATE’s Safety and Awareness programs are
available statewide. If a school doesn’t have a Drivers Education Course, having our
program there might spur some interest and get one going. Maybe, a faculty member
would attend the course and request that a Drivers Education Course become a part
of their schools curriculum. Can you imagine, a course that actually teaches
something an adolescent can use? 



6 ISSUE 2007-7  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JULY, 2007

President’s Message - Cont’d 

This is another opportunity for us to get our message out there to show support for
legislation that can bring about changes that will save lives. We still need to stay
focused on our goal to become involved with young motorcyclists and maybe get them
to become more responsible riders. This isn’t going to happen overnight and as usual
it seems an impossible task but we’ve managed to accomplish some pretty amazing
things in the past.

We need the support of all motorcyclists, ABATE is for everybody, our door is open
to everyone, regardless of what kind of motorcycle you ride. You’re invited to stop
by for one of our meetings, the meeting time and dates are on the back cover.

Support your local ABATE Chapter.

Ride Free Ride Safe

Strongbow  - President

ABATE P.B.C.

561-483-4283 Fax. 561-451-4243

president@abatepalmbeach.com
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Motorcycle Rights & Safety

Dedicated to"Freedom of Choice, 

Freedom of the Road"

You may know us as the motorcycle organization that got the helmet law repealed in
Florida or from our motorcycle rights and safety rally's throughout the year. ABATE of

Florida is not a club, we are a motorcycle rights & safety organization dedicated to
promoting motorcycle safety while remaining ever vigilant of the legislative issues

concerning motorcyclists' nationwide.

THERE ARE NO MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS

Because we are not a club there are no mandatory rides or meetings to attend. We do not
require our members to wear our patch. If you are currently a member of a motorcycle club or

any other motorcycle association or organization we welcome your support as a member.

YOUR COLORS OR PATCH ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN OUR HOUSE

Our most recent victories include the passing of Bill HB1697 requiring stiffer penalties for a
motorist turning left in front of another motorist, one of the leading causes of injury and death to
motorcyclist'. A reformed bill regarding "Ape Hangers" has also been passed, handlebars are

now to be measured from the riders shoulders rather than the seat. We also helped beat down
legislation proposed by Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) on an amendment to the

transportation, reauthorization bill (SAFE-TEA) that would re-institute a federal helmet law for all
riders by denying federal transportation and safety dollars to that state

WE ARE NOT ANTI-HELMET, WE ARE ANTI-HELMET LAW

One of the most popular misconceptions about ABATE is that we are anti-helmet. Nothing could
be further from the truth. We are "anti-helmet law" if you chose to ride with or without a helmet
it's your choice, it is your right to decide whether wearing a helmet is right for you. ABATE is an

organization fighting to protect your rights.

 "FREEDOM OF CHOICE, FREEDOM OF THE ROAD"

There are over 7,000 members of ABATE in the state of Florida with over 30 active chapters. We
feel Palm Beach County has huge potential in becoming one of the largest chapters in the state.

With its large expanse and thousands of motorcyclist', a Palm Beach County chapter would
become a viable and influential voice in raising motorcycle rights, safety and awareness.This

chapter borders will be primarily Northern Broward County and all of Palm Beach County.

For more information contact Strongbow President ABATE P.B.C. 561-483-4283
President@abatepalmbeach.com
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1 - Month $ 1 0 . 6 0
3 - Months $ 2 2 . 2 6
6 - Months $ 4 1 . 3 4
One Year $ 7 4 . 4 1

ABATE of Florida, Inc. 
Palm Beach Chapter

American Bikers Aiming Toward Education
Please Contact
Alison (RIO) 561-482-4346/Fax 561-883-2678/ E-MAIL - NEWSLETTER@ABATEPALMBEACH.COM
Strongbow   561-483-4283
or any member of the 
Board of Directors

Mail you information and check
to:

ABATE of Florida 
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. Box 971073
Boca Raton, FL 33497-1073

You will be contacted ASAP

Thank you for your support!  
 

Newsletter AD Rates:
(Rates shown are for the entire period, 6.5% sales
tax included).

CONTACT:

SIZE AND DURATION OF AD:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBERS:

E-MAIL:
Your support is essential to the survival of our newsletter

ABATE is a not-for-profit Motorcycle Rights Organization; our mission is to lobby and
educate the government and the general public to promote motorcycling in a safe and

positive image.
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To everyone who attended our wedding. Karol and I
would like to thank you all for the great gifts and
money that was given. I have been truly Blessed. Not
only with the most wonderful woman in the world, but
the best friends a man could ask for. 
May God Bless you all. We love you. 

Karol got her road name the other night ............"Songbird" The girl can
sing. 

Till next time... 

Ride safe, and don't just do it.. pray first. 

Rocky & Songbird

Mandatory Safety Course
Florida: Motorcycle Riders Effective July 1, 2007 

Florida Statue 322.12 Section 16 will require all
applicants for a motorcycle driver’s license endorsement
Regardless of Age to successfully complete a motorcycle
safety course.

These courses are offered by different companies through out the state. The
course registration fees vary and there is no cap on what they can charge. It is
expected that prices will rise with demand.

You are requested to contact your elected officials and ask that they repeal this
law.

It should be noted that no other form of vehicle operator’s license requires
mandatory schooling. Since Motorcycle Riders are singled out by this law it is
prejudicial. 
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MAY

Jim “Free Spirit” Shine
Bill “Wizard” Dorn

AUGUST

Darlene "Stiletto" Kessaris
Steve "Lum" Sizemore
Arthur "Butch" Turner
Leo   Pedraza
Lars E.  Bergstrom 

JUNE

Ray Edwards
Sara Edwards
James McGill
John “Honda John” Preston

SEPTEMBER

Denise "Muffin" Pacitti
Mike "Tomcat" Thomas
Michael "Zim" Zimmer
Maurice  Clark

JULY

Jimmy "2 EZ" Malecki
Darrell "Wildthing" Magee
Francky McGowan
Jesus "Deuce" Nieves
Kathy Olsey
Gino Diano

You have 30 days from the last day of your expiration month to renew your membership or be
deleted from the State’s List.   Also (very important) be sure to notify us of any change  of address

to continue receiving your newsletter and Masterlink

MEMBERSHIPS DUE
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Vice President’s Message

Did you ever notice how much more comfortable we feel
traveling on roads where we are all going in the same
direction?  But, point-in-fact, most roads we travel are two
way roads where we have to give as much as we take.  We

expect that others on that same road understand that too and are willing to give
way to us as much as we give to them.  When everyone does that we feel safer,
more at ease and we definitely travel with less concern or stress.

There are always the variables though.  People who just won’t conform to the
idea that we all have the right to travel in our own lane. They feel they know
better than we do when, where, with whom and how we decide to go, better that
we do.  They feel that they know better than we do how things should work, what
works better and how it is best for everyone to get along.

I’m hoping by now that most of you have guessed that I’m not talking about riding
or driving and that I’m referring to the way we’ve chosen to live our lives and be
who and what we believe to be is the best for ourselves.

In my view, ABATE is a conglomeration of  independently minded Citizens who happen
to have a common interest, motorcycles, and who believe we have the right or
more importantly, the responsibility to be active in the laws that govern our
rights and safety.  We gather with anyone who has this same belief that we, as
bikers, motorcyclists, motorcycle enthusiasts or sport riders, have certain
rights where we insist and demand that our voices be heard.  In exercising these
rights, it is also my opinion that we should not exclude any rider on two, three or
four wheels that whish to have their voices heard along with ours.  

As part of our lore, we invite everyone to join our ranks and be heard.  We
enthusiastically prospect independent riders, motorcycle club members, other
associations and even those that do not currently ride.  We welcome riders of any
manufacturer of motorcycles from any country in the world without restriction
or inequity.  Why?  Because any other way would be untrue to the very basic
understanding of just who we are.  We can not decide who we will and will not 
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Vice President’s Message - Cont’d

accept support from.  We can not decide what can or can not be said without the
due process of having all who wish to be heard have their say.  We must travel
all the roads that lay in front of us to prevent those who do not care about us
to dictate where and how we travel.  

We in ABATE Palm Beach County Chapter enjoy a higher percentage of members
present at our meetings that many, if not most of the other chapters around the
State.  That’s great, but if you are not one of the members that attend, you still
have others speaking and making decisions for you.  Please come to our meetings
to be heard.  We as Chapter directors thrive on your input and can only
represent your thoughts when we know them.

God Bless All, Ride Safe and Ride Free.

John “Papa Bear” Olsey

YOUR, vice president
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SUPPORTING OUR MEN & WOMEN

SERVING IN IRAQ

Whether we support the policies of the war in Iraq or not, we need to support
our men and women Fighting for our freedom.  For the last couple years
the Soldiers For Jesus MC have been sending goodies to an adopted battalion,
stuff that they can’t get while away from home.  We are inviting you to join us in
supporting our troops and here is a list of stuff that theTroops are requesting
that they don’t get and are allowed to have.  You can make multiple smaller
packages

As opposed to one giant package (shoeboxes work great last year).  If you wish to
get free shipping Materials from the United States Postal Service Call 1 (800)
610-8734 and select option #1, then #1 again, aAnd ask for the “Military pack”
(it takes about 7-10 days to get, do not seal boxes, they will be inspected). 

You can also help with the cost of shipping, figure about a $1.00 p/lbs.

· Chocolate of all types mini-bars are good for variety 

· Baked goods (cookies, brownies, fudge, etc.)  (For info. On baked goods
contact Amigo@SoldiersForJesusMCFL.com for instructions of how to
send baked goods so they stay fresh.)

· Coffee filters (round/flat and wedge shaped) 

· Powdered coffee creamer (all flavors) 

· Specialty coffee (for the coffee snobs) 

· Toiletry items (obviously ship separate from food items or the food will
last like whatever fragrance Are in the toiletries).  Razors, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, shampoo, body sprays, antiperspirant (male & Female), etc. 
(Some brand names mentioned to me:  Pantene, Dove, Secret, Sure, Axe)

· DVDs, books, magazines, Xbox/PS games. These items don’t have to be new,
just useable.  USED is fine. 
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· AA and AAA batteries are always in short supply with all the hand-held
games the youngsters like in today’s world. 

· Decks of playing cards. 

· Quality toothpicks. 

· Boxers and briefs underwear (white, brown, tan, OD green) for the guys,
obviously all sizes.  The ladies can send the Equivalent for the female
Soldiers, including jog-bras and boy-shorts (I’m told the women will know
what these are).

· Bandanas. 

· New/blank greeting cards for birthdays, anniversaries, etc. – all themes
(romantic, comedy, etc.) 

· Inexpensive LED flashlights 

· Twin sheet sets (fitted, flat, pillow cases) 

· Letter envelopes (preferably non-lick type) and stationary (no stamps – we
have free mail for letters being deployed) 

· Pre paid AT&T Phone Cards 

Submitted by: Amigo - Soldiers for Jesus”
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Brothers and Sisters,

Here's something we as a chapter can be proud of. 

Our Sister Athena "Vagabondchickee" has given so much to so many in her own way
building choppers for charities including breast cancer and brain cancer.
She volunteers her time for these "Bike Build Off's" and never receives a penny from
the proceeds. All this, while running her family business "Vagabond Choppers
Co. with her husband Don and her dad Phil.

Most of you probably don't know this but Athena was one of the original founding
members of our chapter, at the time she was  finishing up law school, running the
business, being a mom and just getting started with the charity build off's with a
bike she built for auction to benefit breast cancer research. 

She accepted the position on the board as our "Legal Counsel" to help get the
chapter started just about the time that Vagabond Choppers started being recognized
for their work by publications like "Easy Rider" and several other biker publications.
If I'm not mistaken she has also appeared in "Bike Build Off" competitions on The
Discovery Channel as well. So if you ever wonder why you haven't seen her at a
meeting or on a ride I think you can understand why.

Anyone who knows her will tell you, she is as real as they come, a dedicated wife and
mother and one of the most generous and giving people I have ever had the honor of
knowing. She might even get pissed that I wrote this to acknowledge her
accomplishments. 

I found this link on "youtube", this was done in Daytona
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSjcfyCVl3Y check it out. I've seen this bike at their
shop, it's absolutely beautiful. 

Vagabond builds choppers, these are not "trailer queens" these are bikes you ride
every day, if you got the balls to ride an old school chopper everyday. ("ape's
forever"!) Imagination, custom fabrication and the quality of craftmanship that goes
into their bikes is all about as close to perfection as you can get. Nothin' leaves
there 'til it's right. 

I wish you continued success.

 

Strongbow
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From: Tumbleweed
Chaplain, ABATE P.B.C.

Brothers and Sister of Palm Beach Abate

1)      Helmet of Salvation

2)      The Breastplate of Righteousness

3)      Shod your feet with the Preparation of Peace. 

4)      The Shield of Faith

5)      The Sword of the Spirit

Putting on the whole armor of God is a like battle dress for the Christians
to be protected from Satan’s intent of defeating Christians in spiritual warfare,
and at this time in my life I am going through spiritual warfare. I am constantly
being attack from all sides and I need prayer to help fight the mental, physical,
and spiritual battle. The only application that must be performed before and after
the fight is PRAYER.

Paul, the author of the book of Ephesians had plenty of time to
contemplate the parts of armor that the Roman guards wore while he was held in
prison. He uses this observation as a metaphor for spiritual battle. 

Read about the Armor of God in Ephesians – 6:10.

Until next time, drive safe and may the spirit of God be upon you and your family

“Tumbleweed”

Cell phone 954 610 1483

jvmclemore@yahoo.com
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HOW TO DRIVE IN FLORIDA:

1. You must first learn to pronounce the name, it is: "FLAAAAARIDA".
2. The morning rush hour is from 5:00am to noon. The evening rush hour is

from noon to 8:00pm. Friday's rush hour starts on Thursday morning. 
3. The minimum acceptable speed on most freeways is 85 mph. On I-95 your

speed is expected to match the highway number. Anything less is grounds to
run you off the road while giving you the finger.

4. Forget the traffic rules you learned elsewhere. Florida has its own
version of traffic rules. For example, cars/trucks with the loudest
muffler go first at a four-way stop; the trucks with the biggest tires go
second. However, SUV cell phone-talking moms ALWAYS have the right of
way.

5. If you actually stop at a yellow light, you will be rear ended, cussed out,
and possibly shot.

6. Never honk at anyone. Ever. Seriously. It's another offense that can get
you shot.

7. Road construction is permanent and continuous in Florida . Detour barrels
are moved around for your entertainment pleasure during the middle of the
night to make the next day's driving a bit more exciting 

8. Hollywood Blvd and Pines is the same road although some call it Pembroke
Pines Rd , which then gets confused with Pembroke Rd. which is just one
traffic light over. Hallandale Beach Blvd is the same as Miramar Parkway
which is not a parkway at all. And if that isn't enough to remember Arvida
Parkway which is also not a parkway at all has been renamed Royal Palm
Blvd not to be mixed up with the Royal Palm Blvd located in Margate and
Coral Springs (Which turns into Copans in Coconut Creek).

9. Of Course there is some confusion when you get to McNab as to where
it starts and where it ends. And more than several hundred people have run
through the barricades of Hiatus Rd. which dead ends flat off a major
intersection.

10.  If someone actually has their turn signal on, wave them to the shoulder
immediately to let them know it has been accidentally activated.

11.  Merge means race like a madman and cut the person in line off or better
yet ---run them off the road.

12. For summer driving, it is advisable to wear potholders on your hands.
13. If you are going to yell anything out the window, make sure it is in Spanish. 

Submitted by: John “Papa Bear” Olsey”
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Members of the
Military Order of
the Purple Heart
Chapter 717
W.P.B. at Nothin
Fancy. Being one of
the first bikes in I
watched their faces
as the sea of bikes
rolled in, they
couldn't believe
their eyes. 

Torch, Hip and
Gator. These are
the guy's that
turned Tigger's idea
into a reality. 

Ride organizer Hip
at the Volunteer
Road Guards
briefing. These
guy's really made
this ride happen. An
outstanding job
Bro's. 

Iron Eagle
Motorcycle Company.
As always, whenever
Palm Beach bikers
need a place to get a

ride started, Jeff, Patti and the crew at
Iron Eagle are always there. You all are
incredible.... 

The organizers of
this ride were
overwhelmed by the
turn out. Well
over 100 bikes
participated in the
ride. Bikes
surrounded Iron
Eagle. 

RIDE FOR THE TROOPS - July 8, 2007
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Thanks Torch, I was truly honored by your invitation
to ride at the front with you, Hip and Gator. I look
forward to the next ride in October. 

RIDE FOR THE TROOPS - July 8, 2007

Plans for the next ride are already in progress, the date October 13th. More
information and updates will be sent out as it becomes available. 

Strongbow President
ABATE Palm Bch. Chapter
president@abatepalmbeach.com
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Michelin Announces Motorcycle Tire Recall 

GREENVILLE, S.C., June 15 /PRNewswire/ -- Michelin has notified the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and Transport Canada that it is recalling
Michelin(R) Pilot(R) Power 2CT and Pilot(R) Power 120/70 ZR 17 (58W) front
motorcycle tires with the "Made in France" markings in the United States and Canada.
This recall involves these specific tires only and has no impact on any other Michelin
tires. Related actions are under way in other countries.

An examination of these tires showed a possible defect in the tread due to a
manufacturing irregularity. No cases of pressure loss have been reported and no
accidents have occurred.

Because rider safety is the primary concern, Michelin has decided as a precaution to
replace the 120/70 ZR 17 (58W) Michelin Pilot Power 2CT and Michelin Pilot Power
front tires, which can be identified by the following markings on the sidewall: 

a "Made in France" label DOT 6UCW 980T or DOT 6UCW 979T

Any consumer in the United States or Canada who believes they are affected by the
recall should not wait to receive notification but should call Michelin Consumer
Relations at 1 866 324 2835.

The company will be replacing all potentially affected tires in a comprehensive
commitment to retrieve from the market any tire that does not meet Michelin quality
standards. Replacement tires are available at no cost (including mounting and
balancing) to consumers through participating Michelin(R) motorcycle tire servicing
retailers.

About Michelin

Dedicated to the improvement of sustainable mobility, Michelin designs, manufactures
and sells tires for every type of vehicle, including airplanes, automobiles, bicycles,
earthmovers, farm equipment, heavy-duty trucks, motorcycles and the space shuttle.
The company also publishes travel guides, hotel and restaurant guides, maps and road
atlases. Headquartered in Greenville, S.C., Michelin North America
(http://www.michelin.com/) employs more than 22,000 and operates 19 major
manufacturing plants in 17 locations.
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About the DOT Code and Tire Identification Number:

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) markings serve as the tire's fingerprint
and signify compliance with U.S. Tire Safety Standards. The DOT code can be found on
the sidewall right above the rim printed in small type less than half an inch tall.

Make sure your tire is of the make and model:

Michelin(R) Pilot(R) Power 2CT or Michelin(R) Pilot(R) Power 120/70 ZR 17 (58W)

Then, look for a DOT code 6UCW 980T or DOT 6UCW 979T on the sidewall.

If you are having difficulty identifying your tire's DOT code, please ask your local
tire dealer to assist you or call Michelin Consumer Relations at 1 866 324 2835.

http://sev.prnewswire.com/auto/20070615/CLF06915062007-1.html

Print this out and pass it on to those who don’t have access to the Internet. Those of
us with access to this information have an obligation to our friends and family to
share it with them. Not, just this message but any and all information in regard to
warnings and/or potential threats that we are privileged to, via the internet. 

SUBMITTED BY: STRONGBOW - ABATE PALM BEACH
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MOTORCYCLES IN MOVIES
By Slo Motion

As bikers we should be concerned with our public image.  Most people’s
thoughts on bikers are heavily influenced by movies, television, and the media. 
Unfortunately this is usually not in a positive light. Do they see us in our
leathers as gang members regardless?  As a lover of both motorcycles and
movies I decided to investigate the motorcycle in movies. I started on the Internet
doing searches for any bike terms, especially on the Internet Movie Database site
(imdb.com).  I got a lot of information from that site.  Found allmovie.com (note
singular movie) as another great source.  I tried many of sites to order movies
for more data and ordered books like The Big Book of Biker Flicks (lists 40 biker
films) and Two Wheels on Two Reels (a history of).  So I created a webpage
showing all these films on my BikerOnlineGuide site
(http://marmotweb.com/motorcycles/movies.htm).  Then I started renting or
ordering many of these movies so I could review and write this story.  Note on the
movies.htm page the ones with the orange years are the ones I have.  In my
“reviews” I include plot summaries in quotes from the source, release month
when possible, and principle common or know actors.  Then if I have seen it or
from what I have read, I make some personal comments. 

What makes a motorcycle movie? Well if you go by The Big Book of Biker
Flicks a biker film is a low budget exploitation film one would have most likely
seen at a drive in movie about gangs on bikes.  But I include many movies that have
a motorcycle in it – hopefully has something to do with plot, even if just a chase,
or used to make a character seem more of a bad boy.  I have noticed much more
cover art includes a bike even if not important.  Those things I note in my
comments.  As stated in both of the books I have mentioned, the biker movie is a
product of its time in history.  Major studios would not make them.  Most dealt
with the bad boy image of bikers and mixed with juvenile delinquent, drug, hippie,
and rock concepts of their time.  Some of these make the films funny in regard to
the reality of being a biker.  Many of these movies have alias names just like
bikers.
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Pre-1950s 

The motorcycle film is as old as the motorcycle itself. A search using
‘motorcycle’ on the Internet Movie Database gave these films without much, if any,
description. 
1909  The Uncontrollable Motorcycle
1912  Alkali Ike's Motorcycle 
1912  A Motorcycle Adventure 
1914  A Motorcycle Elopement 
1915  A Motorcycle Elopement 
1937  Motorcycle Squad aka 1941 Double Cross

1950s

1952 The Pace That Thrills RKO Pictures USA
“Chills and spills in the fast paced world of motorcycle racing” Internet Movie
Database  

1953 The Wild One  Marlon Brando, Lee Marvin
“Two rival motorcycle gangs terrorize a small town after one of their leaders is
thrown in jail.” Internet Movie Database  
Brando and the Black Rebels started the Biker Film and the formula where the
gang leader is the misunderstood, maybe not so bad, anti-hero in a bad situation. 
Based on the supposed story of the Hollister CA Incident, it set the standard of
biker gangs terrorizing towns. 

1954 The Black Rider UK
“When young reporter and amateur biker Jerry Marsh investigates a mysterious
hooded figure on a motorbike, he discovers crooks hiding out in a ruined castle
with atomic sabotage on their minds...”  Internet Movie Database

1955 Teenage Devil Dolls
“Cassandra falls in with the wrong crowd in high school. Her home life is not
great, and she turns to a group of delinquent bikers to help escape.” Internet
Movie Database

1957 Motorcycle Gang
“A troublemaker returns to town only to find his old tearaway pals have joined a
supervised motorcycle club. Friction erupts between him and the new leader 



35 ISSUE 2007-7  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JULY, 2007

about this goody-goody setup, and about the charms of gang moll Terry.” Internet
Movie Database

1958 Dragstrip Riot
“Motorcycle gangs, hot rodders, death, romance and redemption! After a run-in
with a tough motorcycle gang, where Gary Clarke is blamed when one of the
bikers is sent out of control over a cliff, he and his girl are threatened and
pursued. On to the beach riot, where the real culprit is unmasked.” Internet
Movie Database

1958 Les Motards or 1959 as English title The Motorcycle Cops
“In this light comedy, Jean-Marc Thibault plays Marc, a motorcycle cop who has
the usual load of problems, including the bureaucracy he has to deal with now
and again. But among his biggest problems is his inept brother-in-law Roger
(Roger Pierre) who also wants to join the force and be like Marc. In spite of their
unlikely pairing, the two manage to successfully unhinge a ring of spies, plus
pull off any number of impossible adventures.” Allmovie.com

Next month I will list the movies of the sixties when the biker flicks really took
off.
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Continued

NCOM NEWS BYTES
compiled and edited by Bill Bish 

National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM)

CONGRESS CONSIDERS MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS MONTH For many years the
National Coalition of Motorcyclists has worked toward getting May officially
designated by Congress as Motorcycle Awareness Month nationwide. Although
virtually every state and major municipality now issues "Motorcycle Awareness"
proclamations, no such Congressional proclamation has ever been passed to
bring national awareness to motorcycle safety.

During the mid-90’s the House of Representatives banned such resolutions
primarily due to the costs incurred by the public to work hundreds of these
special days, weeks and months through the legislative process.

The federal government did officially recognize May 2004 as National
Motorcycle Safety and Awareness Month, thanks to the efforts of retiring U.S.
Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell, a member of the NCOM Legislative Task Force
whose Senate Resolution 168 was passed by unanimous consent of the U.S.
Senate, but this did not provide a permanent solution.

Now, Congressman Michael Burgess of Texas has introduced House Resolution
339, a non-binding “sense of Congress” measure that supports the goals of a
“Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month” in perpetuity. Though barred from setting
aside periods on the calendar for a specific purpose or cause, HRES 339
“supports the goals of a motorcycle safety awareness month” without officially
designating such a month.

Your help is needed to get the measure enacted. Please contact your
Congressional representatives and request that they support House Resolution
339, and make our federal legislators aware of motorcyclists' overwhelming
support for this effort.



39 ISSUE 2007-7  VISIT US AT: ABATEPALMBEACH.COM JULY, 2007

Continued

COLORADO ENACTS HELMET LAW FOR YOUNG RIDERS While 30 states currently
allow most adults the freedom to choose when and where to wear a helmet, only
three of those states have no helmet requirement for any rider; Colorado, Iowa
and Illinois.

Colorado has not had a helmet restriction since 1977, but now Colorado's
legislature has passed House Bill 1117 to require helmets for any rider under
18. The Kiddie Helmet Law was signed by Governor Bill Ritter on June 1, and the
new law will go into effect on July 1, 2007.

This bill targets minors only, and adults 18 and older will still have freedom of
choice. HB 1117 creates penalties of $25 to $110 for riders or passengers
under 18 who fail to wear a motorcycle helmet, of which $10 would go to the
Colorado traumatic brain injury trust fund.

“HB 1117 ‘fixes’ little-to-nothing,” said Terry Howard, State Coordinator of
ABATE of Colorado, “it is a solution in search of a problem.”

HELMET-FREE FOR A FEE Following on the heals of Governor Jennifer Granholm’s
veto of a helmet law repeal bill passed by the Michigan legislature last year, a
new piece of legislation has been introduced that puts a price on freedom by
allowing riders to opt out of the state’s helmet requirement by paying a fee.

House Bill 4749 was recently introduced by State Rep. Barbarah Farrah (D-
Southgate), and sponsored by no fewer than 60 representatives, that would
allow motorcyclists the opportunity to buy their freedom for $100 per year or
$200 for a three-year no-helmet permit. Supporters argue that the measure
could ring up more than $25 million for the cash strapped state.

Motorcyclists could circumvent the mandatory helmet law, under the new bill, if
they are 21 or older, have been licensed to operate a motorcycle for at least
two years, complete a motorcycle safety course, have insurance or security of
$20,000 for first-party medical benefits in the event of an accident, and
purchase an endorsement for their license plate and license.
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Continued

ABATE of Michigan, a group that has sought to have the 38-year-old mandatory
helmet law repealed, has even claimed that the helmet law costs the state about
$1.2 billion a year in tourism because cyclists go elsewhere to ride helmet-free.

Michigan is the only Great Lakes state with a helmet law, said Jim Rhoades,
legislative director for ABATE, and out-of-state riders won’t visit because of the
state’s current universal helmet mandate. "This helmet bill would be the strictest
law that would allow adult choice," Rhoades said.

TENNESSEE ENACTS R-O-W LEGISLATION “I am proud to announce that HB1335
(Right of Way Violations) passed the Tennessee House today by a margin of 93-3,”
exclaimed a jubilant Mike Hays, legislative director for CMT/ABATE, Inc.

The bill will go to the Governor after the Senate signs off on a minor amendment,
and State Rep. Rob Briley who sponsored the House bill will ask the Governor to
schedule a ceremonial bill signing event at his earliest convenience. Senator Tim
Burchett sponsored the companion Senate bill, SB794.

”It will be up to the motorcyclists of Tennessee to educate those who will
enforce and prosecute under this new law,” added Hays. “Talking with your local
police, prosecutors and judges is the best way to make sure the authorities use
the new law where applicable.”

Meanwhile, the Tennessee General Assembly is wrapping up for the year and
HB1283/SB1511, Tennessee’s helmet law modification bills, will be rolled into
the 2008 legislative session. The helmet law repealer has passed the Senate and
has passed the House Transportation Committee.

”When we launched the House bill, Dr. Joey Hensley, representative from
Hohenwald, TN, lifetime rider and CMT/ABATE member was the prime sponsor,”
explained Hays. “But Dr. Hensley decided that there was entirely too much
emphasis on the helmet and no attention paid to reducing the crashes, so he
withdrew as the prime sponsor and long time supporter Representative Curry Todd
of Collierville took the lead.”

Dr. Hensley has challenged the medical community to join with the motorcycling
community to address issues that will lead to safer riding.
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Pointing out that Tennessee’s fatality and injury rates are consistently higher
than most of the 30 states that allow responsible adults the option of wearing a
helmet, Rep. Todd said, "I stand strong on the rights of adults to have freedom of
choice. Helmets are sold in the apparel department of dealerships, not the
safetydepartment. There is ample evidence to show that as states have repealed
helmet laws, injury and fatality rates have declined. I look forward to working
with my colleagues in the Tennessee Legislature and the freedom loving
motorcyclists of Tennessee to allow responsible adults the right to choose their
riding apparel.”

DENVER TELLS BIKERS TO PIPE DOWN The Denver City Council has passed an
ordinance aimed at muffling motorcycles that have been modified to make them
louder, over thundering opposition from local bikers and motorcycle businesses.
City Councilman Rick Garcia said he sponsored Council Bill 242 in response to
mounting complaints from residents about thunderous hogs rolling through his
northwest Denver districts at all hours. But bikers call the new law
discriminatory.

The municipal ordinance, which passed 8-2, is the toughest noise law in the nation
and will allow officers to ticket motorcyclists if a bike made after 1982 has a
muffler lacking a mandatory factory U.S. Environmental Protection Agency noise
certification stamp certifying that the exhaust system is in compliance, instead of
testing the decibel level with a noise meter as previously required.

That means police will be able to pull over motorcycles they consider too loud,
citing riders whose muffler isn't EPA-certified, though noisy cars and trucks are
still subject only to a sound-meter test, which motorcyclists say is more fair
because it’s more objective.

Peter Boyles, a talk-radio host and avid biker whose show recently focused on
the new ordinance, said police were "going to be able to pick and choose who they
want to grab."

Once ticketed, bikers will have two weeks to show a judge they fixed the problem
to avoid a $500 initial fine. Garcia said out-of-towners could vow to never ride
bikes with modified exhausts through the city again.
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Some motorcycle shop owners warned they could be put out of business, and
Garcia's office was deluged with calls from across the country. Wayne "Lumpy"
Ordakowski, who owns a motorcycle shop in southern Denver, said that dealers
usually installed EPA-certified mufflers and most after-market shops didn't stock
them. The law jeopardizes small operators like him, he said. And the city should
target bikers who make noise, not punish everyone who rides, he added.

As motorcycles soar in popularity, so do laws that restrict their sound levels.
The city of Albuquerque, N.M. enacted a similar noise ordinance in 2002, but an
uproar from the riding community convinced the city to switch to sound-meter
testing.

TEXAS GIVES GREEN LIGHT TO TRAFFIC SENSORS During a discussion at the recent
NCOM Convention regarding the spate of states enacting laws that allow riders to
proceed through red lights that fail to cycle, Sputnik of the Texas Motorcycle
Rights Association (TMRA-II) and member of the National Coalition of Motorcyclists
Legislative Task Force (NCOM-LTF) told the audience that “In Texas we decided that
instead of giving bikers a legal way to proceed through a non-functioning traffic
light, we’d require the state to make ‘em work correctly.”

True to his word, HB 1279; “relating to the requirement that a detector for
certain traffic-actuated electric traffic-control devices register the presence of
a motorcycle,” was passed and signed into law by Governor Rick Perry on May 25,
2007.

WEIRD NEWS: TERROR SCARE ENTRAPS MOTORCYCLISTS Six motorcyclists,
including five students, were on a fun ride after dinner in Calcutta, India, when
they were hauled off to the police station and interrogated overnight as
suspected terrorists.

Their crime: stopping their motorcycles in front of the American Center as one of
them received a call on his cellphone. The sight of the six, on three
motorcycles, was enough for the cops manning the “high-security” address to
suspect them to be terrorists. Fearing an attack -- with memories of the January
2002 strike at the site and other recent terror bombings fresh in their minds --
the guards called a police patrol team that rushed to the spot.
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It took a whole night’s grilling for the police to realize that the six were
anything but terrorists, and they were released the next morning.

Upendra Mishra, a second-year MBA student, said that he and his friends were on
their way back home after dinner at McDonald’s, and were in front of the
American Center around 10.15pm when Sandip Arora, also doing his MBA, got a
call on his cellphone. “Sandip stopped his bike and took the call. We, too,
stopped. Suddenly, a police team rushed to the spot and we were taken to
Shakespeare Sarani police station. We told the officers that we were students,
but they would not listen to us,” Upendra added.

Deputy commissioner (south) Ajoy Kumar said: “They were talking over cellphones
in front of the American Center. It was very suspicious. As a precautionary
measure, they were all examined.” An officer of the police station added: “We
thought they had planted bombs nearby and were talking on the phone to trigger
a blast, just as what happened in Hyderabad.”

QUOTABLE QUOTE: “If we desire respect for the law, we must first make the law
respectable.”

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Louis D. Brandeis (1856–1941) 

And that's all the News that fits!



GOALS & PURPOSES 
OF ABATE

 To print a newsletter to
keep all bikers informed
with regard to legislative
actions and events around
the state and throughout the
country. 
 To become a powerful and
viable political force in
legislative matters
concerning all motorcyclists
rights.   
 To provide a lobbyist to
represent ABATE of
Florida, Inc. on the state and
national level. 
 To promote voter
registration and motivate
members to write their
legislators. 
 To promote safe riding
habits without infringing on
individual rights. 
 To educate the public about
motorcycle awareness.

Next Palm Beach Chapter Meeting
July 21, 2007 

11:30 am
VFW POST 5335

500 N.E. 21st AVENUE
Boynton Beach, FL 33435

561-737-4102

Directions: Exit I-95 at Gateway go east to the
R.R. tracks and turn right, before crossing the
tracks. From U.S.1 turn west on Gateway and
turn left immediately after crossing the tracks.

ABATE of Florida, Inc.
Palm Beach Chapter
P.O. BOX 971073

Boca Raton, FL 33497–1073


